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AGBU Armenia Launches EU-Funded                 
BRIDGE4CSOs Programme 

New civil society strengthening programme will engage diaspora expertise to 
help Armenian ʉSOs provide better services to beneficiaries  

 

A unique component of the programme is engagement 
of diaspora talent and potential in the development of 
the Armenian non-profit sector.  

 

The Head of the EU mission in Armenia, Ambassa-
dor Piotr świtalski said: ''Bringing diaspora Armenians' 
expertise to Armenian CSOs is a win-win situation for 
all.'' 

 

ñThrough our programme, any qualified individual can 
be a pro bono consultant, become a board member of 
a local organisation, conduct a specific training or 
workshop, become a supporter of a non-profitôs project 
and thus contribute to diaspora involvement in ad-
vancing Armenian civil society,ò said Arsen Stepa-
nyan, the team leader of the BRIDGE for CSOs pro-
gramme.  

June 26, 2017, Yerevan, Armenia ï The Armenian 
General Benevolent Union (AGBU) Armenia has offi-
cially launched its BRIDGE for CSOs programme im-
plemented in partnership with the Eurasia Partnership 
Foundation and financed by the European Union. The 
three-year programme with a total budget of EUR 2.2 
million aims to strengthen the capacity of Armenian 
civil society organisations (CSOs) to better respond to 
citizens' needs.  
 

Through the programme, Armenian CSOs will have 
the opportunity to participate in thematic trainings and 
university-based non-profit management certificate 
program, benefit from pro bono consultations, and ap-
ply for small grants.  

 

ñAs a global Armenian organisation, AGBU is commit-
ted to strengthening civil society in Armenia through 
shaping its resilience, sustainability and impact,ò said 
Vasken Yacoubian, AGBU Armenia President and 
AGBU Central Board member. 
 

As the first and essential step for the programmeôs 
implementation, BRIDGE for CSOs conducted sector-
related professional needs assessment of more than 
200 Armenian CSOs and experts working in the fields 
of education, healthcare, art and culture, sports, youth 
and gender issues. The research findings revealed 
that Armenian CSOs are willing to become more pro-
fessional, and believe that peer-to-peer trainings, on-
site consultations and coaching are among the most 
efficient methods to improve their skills. Most of the 
CSOs also consider social entrepreneurship as a key 
to self-sustainability and are looking for more opportu-
nities to form networks and consortia for experience 
exchange and to build links with overseas organisa-
tions working in the same area. 

Vasken Yacoubian, AGBU Armenia President and AGBU 
Central Board member 

Ambassador Piotr świtalski, ead of the EU mission in 
Armenia 

Arsen Stepanyan, the team leader of the BRIDGE for CSOs 
programme 

Cont.  Page  14         
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AGBU Armenia Launches EU-Funded                 
BRIDGE4CSOs Programme 

Cont.  From  Page  13         their own lives. More about EPF: www.epfarmenia.am 
 

European Union (EU) is made up of 28 Member 
States who have decided to gradually link together 
their know-how, resources and destinies. Together, 
during a period of enlargement of 50 years, they have 
built a zone of stability, democracy and sustainable 
development whilst maintaining cultural diversity, tole-
rance and individual freedoms. The European Union is 
committed to sharing its achievements and its values 
with countries and peoples beyond its borders.  
 

For media inquiries, please contact: Narine Hayra-
petyan, AGBU Armenia, Tel: +37460 722213, Email: 
narineh@agbu.am  

 

A free, web-based Together4Armenia.am platform, 
jointly managed by AGBU Armenia and UNICEF in 
Armenia, will allow for the transfer of knowledge and 
skills from a network of experts based in the diaspora. 
 

Armenian General Benevolent Union (AGBU) is the 
world's largest non-profit Armenian organization. Es-
tablished in 1906 and headquartered in New York 
City, AGBU preserves and promotes the Armenian 
identity and heritage through educational, cultural and 
humanitarian programs, annually touching the lives of 
500,000 Armenians around the world. More about 
AGBU Armenia: www.agbu.am 
 

Eurasia Partnership Foundation (EPF) is a óthink 
and doô tank with 20 years of expertise in the nexus of 
project design and management, network building and 
consortium management, civil society capacity buil-
ding, policy research and advocacy, alternative con-
tent development, and peace building. EPFôs mission 
is to empower people to effect change for social jus-
tice and economic prosperity through hands-on pro-
grams, helping them to improve their communities and 

Dear Reader, 
 

Due to summer vacation the next issue of the 
ñHye Gyankò electronic publication will be pub-
lished on August 18, 2017. 
 

Have a nice summer time. 

sit and transport, calling for a faster implementation of 
agreements between the two sides on power plant 
and power line construction. 
 

He also called for the formation of a working group to 
implement an agreement on decontamination of the 
Aras River which runs along the countries of Turkey, 
Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Iran. 
 

Mr. Babloyan, for his part, voiced keen interest in the 
prospect of the implementation of the agreement on 
the Aras River, adding ñIran-Armenia Parliamentary 
friendship group will soon be approved in Armeniaôs 
National Assembly which will pave the ground for 
closer cooperation between the two countriesò. 
 

The 2nd annual Meeting of Speakers of Eurasian 
Countriesô Parliaments opened in South Korean capi-
tal Seoul on Monday and will wrap up on Wednesday. 
Parliamentary leaders from 25 Asian and European 
countries will discuss ways for further cooperation for 
Eurasian prosperity during the three-day conference. 

TEHRAN, Jun. 28 (MNA) ï Iranian Parliament 
Speaker Ali Larijani in a meeting with his Armenian 
counterpart stressed that Israelôs involvement in the 
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict will have negative conse-
quences. 
 

Ali Larijani made the remark in a meeting with Presi-
dent of  the National Assembly of the Republic of Ar-
menia, Ara Babloyan, on the sidelines of the second 
annual Meeting of Speakers of Eurasian Countriesô 
Parliaments in Seoul on Tuesday, adding that the is-
sues between Armenia and Republic of Azerbaijan 
need to be settled without outside interference. 
 

Larijani also expressed Iranôs readiness to expand 
cooperation with Armenia in the fields of energy, tran-

Israel involvement in Karabakh conflict                
to have adverse results: Ali Larijani 

 Contact with the publisher: 

hyegyank@gmail.com 
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Deputy Foreign Minister T. Quick visits Armenia (27-28 June 2017)  

ciprocal visits of delegations. T. Quick conveyed to E. 
Sharmazanov a letter from the President of the Hel-
lenic Parliament, Nikos Voutsis, inviting the President 
of the Armenian National Assembly to pay an official 
visit to Greece.  
 

          T. Quick will conclude his official visit to Yere-
van with a meeting with representatives of the Greek 
community, at the offices of the Greek Embassy, and 
with a visit to the Armenian Genocide museum and 
monument. On behalf of the Hellenic Republic, he will 
lay a wreath at the monument.  
 

          The Greek Ambassador to Armenia, N. Vraila, 
Embassy Counsellor  A. Papathanasi, and the Director 
of T. Quick's Diplomatic Cabinet, Maya Solomou, ac-
companied the Deputy Minister to all of his meetings.  

          Deputy Foreign Minister Terens Quick com-
pleted the political segment of his visit to Yerevan with 
a meeting with Armenian Foreign Minister Edward 
Nalbadian.  
 

          His conversation with Nalbadian covered issues 
of bilateral and international interest, reaffirming the 
excellent level of diplomatic and political relations be-
tween the two countries that was ascertained during 
Foreign Minister Nikos Kotzias' recent trip to Armenia.  
 

          Also highlighted were the great usefulness of 
worldwide cooperation between the two countries Di-
asporas, and the need to carry out a Greek business 
mission to Armenia in order to bolster Greek-Armenian 
economic cooperation, which is at a very low level but 
shows significant room for improvement.  

 

          T. Quick discussed Diaspora issues and coo 
peration based on specific Programmes with Diaspora 
Minister Hranush Hakobyan.  
 

          It was agreed to hold a trilateral meeting with 
Cyprus, which ten days ago signed a memorandum of 
cooperation with Armenia on Diaspora issues. This 
trilateral meeting will be held in Nicosia, this coming 
fall, and will be arranged by the Cypriot Presidential 
Commissioner for Humanitarian Issues and Overseas 
Cypriots, Fotis Fotiou.  
 

          Also productive was T. Quick's meeting with the 
Deputy Foreign Minister for European Affairs, Garen 
Nazarian, and Deputy Diaspora Minister Vahagn Me-
likyan.  
 

          Finally, T. Quick met with the Vice President of 
the National Assembly, Eduard Sharmazanov, who is 
of Greek origin.  
 

          E. Sharmazanov requested closer cooperation 
between the two Parliaments, with more frequent re-
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Armeniaôs Air Force Marks                                             
25th Anniversary of Establishment 

the Armenian aviation was formsò, the minister said, 
wishing peaceful skies, inexhaustible energy and con-
tinuous achievements. 
 

According to the minister, when speaking about the 
Armenian Air Force, it is impossible not to remember 
the veterans, who are retired but still spare no efforts 
in keeping the honor of the force high. 
 

Sargsyan said that it is due to the efforts of these peo-
ple, their superiors and friends that the vein nourishing 
military aviation ï the Armenak Khamperyants military 
aviation university ï was created. 
 

ñI am proud that the university can be called a re-
search university, because today the devices de-
signed and created there are equipping the Armed 
Forces. We await their fresh ideas with hope and faith, 
which will give birth to new achievements of the Air 
Forceò, he said. 

YEREVAN ð Armenia marked the 25th anniversary of 
formation of the Air Force with showcase of aviation 
equipment and demonstration flights of combat air-
crafts, helicopters and Mig-29 jet fighters. Military pi-
lots demonstrated complex aerobatics stunts. 
 

Addressing the event at Erebuni Airport, Defense Mi- 
nister Vigen Sargsyan underlined that ñmilitary aviation 
is a source of pride for the Armenian Armed Forces, 
as well as a symbol of protection of borders and power 
of the army.ò 
 

ñThis is a unique celebration, which is an occasion to 
take a look back, re-appreciate the Armenian air 
forceôs path, which was created in the difficult days of 
war, value our achievements and define a new thres-
hold for reaching even more significant achievements. 
 

This holiday also draws the attention of our entire soci-
ety on the people, due to the daily hard work of whom 

President of Artsakh Congratulates Baroness Caroline Cox on 
80th Birthday: You Have Always Stood by the Armenian Nation 

glorious jubilee, the 80th birthday anniversary. 

ñYou have always stood by the Armenian nation, 
shared their pain and anguish, supported in every pos-
sible way our righteous struggle for freedom and inde-
pendence, voiced against human rights abuses and 
violence. Due to Your efforts many people from all cor-
ners of the world learned about Artsakh and obtained 
credible information on the Karabakh case. 

ñThe life You lead and Your entire activity deserve up-
per estimate and could be reckoned among the best 
manifestations of love for mankind. 

ñThank You for Your allegiance and commitment to 
panhuman values and democratic principles, for Your 
long-standing fundamental and consistent work, for 
the heartfelt attitude and tender friendship You nourish 
towards Artsakh people. 

ñI once again congratulate You and wish peace, robust 
health, success and all the best to You and all Your 
family and relatives,ò reads the letter by the NKR 
President. 

STEPANAKERT ð President of the Republic of Art-
sakh (Nagorno-Karabakh), Bako Sahakyan, on Thurs-
day sent a congratulatory letter to the member of the 
UK House of Lords, Baroness Caroline Cox,on the 
occasion of her 80th birthday. 

ñDear Baroness, 

ñLet me congratulate You on behalf of the Artsakh 
people, the authorities and personally myself on Your 
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  By AREG GALSTYAN one: ñWho are we?ò 
 

Our roots go deeply into antiquity. We are taught that 
our ancestors created and ruled Greater Armenia ï 
the powerful empire that stretched from the Mediterra-
nean to the Caspian Sea coast. We are also taught 
that our ancestors were brave warriors, gifted spea-
kers, skilled politicians and great scientists. We have 
not a single reason to doubt it as only exceptional peo-
ple could create a historical legacy that would live for 
thousands of years. However, there is still one ques-
tion in my mind: can we consider ourselves a con-
tinuation of that Armenian nation? From a purely sci-
entific point of view, we certainly can. Nevertheless, 
we have not borrowed the most crucial thing from our 
great ancestors. Yet that is our civilizational mission. 
The very mission that was supposed to be our guide 
and compass on the way to the future. Having lost the 
connection between the physical and spiritual nature 
of existence, we got puzzled and, finally, surrendered 
control over our worlds and destiny. Our mission was 
in global creation. However, it was possible, when our 
people had the necessary resources that made the 
rest of the world reckon with our opinion and respect 
our living space. 
 

Do we set the goal to return to our mission today? Un-
fortunately, we do not. Do we set the tasks that could 
contribute to unifying all the different parts of the Ar-
menian world? Unfortunately, we do not. Thus, as for 
now, we do not have the full right to consider our-
selves the successors of those who knew their mis-
sion and truly solved the problems of the entire civili-
zation. However, I have no doubt that we must return 
to the path that was chosen by our ancestors thou-
sands of years ago. We mistakenly believe that 
Greater Armenia was lost and can never be revived. 
Yet, empires are characterized by such a peculiar 
quality as universality and continuity in space and 
time. The theory of ñthe transfer of an em-
pireò (translatio imperii) says that an empire is more 
about metaphysical and transcendental essence 
rather than about the territory only. According to this 
theory, an empire may die as a territorial unit, but at 
the same time, it may transfer its ideas and unfinished 
mission to the new state formation through religion, 
culture and philosophy. 
 

For instance, China, Russia and Turkey as territorial 
entities are no longer considered classic empires of 
the Qing Empire, Tsarist Russia / the USSR and the 
Ottoman Empire, respectively. However, these coun-
tries are still obsessed with their messianic ideas: Si-
nocentrism (China is the center of the universe), 
ñMoscow is the Third Romeò and Ottomanism / Pan-
Turkism. As I mentioned before, we have our own  

The history of mankind is a constant ideological con-
flict and struggle of peoples that created mighty em-
pires to achieve world domination. Empires aspired to 
have control over resources, seizing new territories 
and integrating other peoples in their state sys-
tem.  Small ethnic groups that were able to form their 
elite and make a true civilizational choice, entered the 
XXI century as independent entities with their own in-
terests and instruments for their implementation. In 
turn, some nations with underdeveloped national im-
mune system were dissolved in large supranational 
projects, becoming political and civilizational parts of 
alien worlds. It is my deep conviction that every nation 
that hopes for self-development and great future 
should identify itself very clearly. The Armenian people 
ï one of the oldest in history ï stood at the origins of 
Indo-European civilization. Numerous studies show 
that many empires of the past and present (the Anglo-
Saxon, European and ones of the Middle East) were 
subjected to Armenian influence. 
 

For hundreds of centuries, Armenians have fought 
wars, creating powerful states, which are still tho-
roughly studied by historians, analysts and political 
scientists around the world. Being founders by their 
nature, Armenians were the core of the empire, at-
tracting and dissolving other ethnic groups. In other 
words, back in ancient times, the political and civiliza-
tional code of Armenians was formed. Thus, it prede-
termined our destiny. So, who are we ï Armenians of 
the XXI century? Many answers will be given to this 
fundamental question, because its nature is extremely 
subjective. Everyone implies his or her ideological ele-
ments, trying to explain why one considers him- or 
herself a representative of a certain ethnic group. 
Based on this, I do not claim to say the objective truth. 
Moreover, I am convinced that it does not exist at all. I 
was looking for my identity, responding to a huge 
number of small questions that brought me to the main Cont.  Page  18         
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do great harm to Armenia lobbying the interests of 
their countries of residence. Sometimes they even do 
it quite consciously. 
 

In most cases, we simply become pawns in the hands 
of others. We are constantly convinced that it will be 
better for Armenia to be engaged in an alliance with 
their state, which implies vassal role for us. Why is it 
happening? Other countries have assured us that we 
are a small and weak state, that we need their protec-
tion. These suggestions are aimed to involve some of 
the banal human instincts. It would not be surprising if 
I say that everyone tends to be on the side of strength 
and greatness. America, Russia and France ï these 
are great powers, so it is kind of honorable to be an 
American, Russian or French citizen. Well, it is so 
easy to be a part of a great power, which was not built 
by your ancestors. However, it is much more difficult 
to accept our existing reality. 
 

Can it be changed? Certainly, it can. However, to 
achieve this, we must connect all the Armenian-centric 
elements worldwide and direct them to our primary 
objective ï building a strong and independent Arme-
nia. When Armenians all over the world see the state 
capable of defending the interests of its citizens firmly 
and consistently, many of us will return. Basically, 
there is no need to spend much time trying to attract 
everybody and awaken the patriotic feelings of every 
single Armenian. We missed the chance to institution-
alize the Armenian world, which united around the 
struggle for the liberation of Artsakh. Now we have to 
work with the new generations that carry the spirit of  

mission. Greater Armenia will reborn in the very mo-
ment when all of us start to believe in that and realize 
our common mission. Moreover, it seems to me that 
there is no alternative way. Armenians around the 
world are proud of their history and achievements of 
their ancestors. The map of Greater Armenia is im-
printed in our minds and hearts, and that is why our 
sacred mission is still alive. Does not this explain the 
reason why young men from different countries re-
turned to their motherland to liberate Artsakh ï one of 
the scattered parts of our great country. They per-
ceived that war as a chance to return to their roots. 
The liberation war awakened various parts of the Ar-
menian world and joined its huge potential, which al-
lowed to win on the battlefield. 
 

For the first time since the period of Tigran the Great, 
we won because we believed in our strength and un-
derstood our possibilities. We overcame the fears that 
were deeply rooted in our minds after the Genocide 
and loss of most of the territories of our Empire. That 
victory was the most important because it managed to 
break through hundreds of psychological barriers 
which blocked the way to our unification and re-
vival.  Triumph of Armenian spirit in the struggle for 
Artsakh was the achievement of the older generation 
and was inspired by the liberation movement of Arme-
nian fedayees during the Genocide period. Now the 
baton is handed to us. What will we leave behind? 
 

It is too early to say about the final victory. We should 
have no illusions: we will be able to close the Artsakh 
issue only after the complete capitulation of Azerbai-
jan. To achieve this, we need to reconsider our politi-
cal philosophy. Once again we started to think in 
terms of fears that lead to wrong decisions. We are 
forced to think in object categories, suggesting that we 
will be destroyed without any help from others. How-
ever, there is no point in denying the fact that Armenia 
is in a difficult political and economic situation. For 
twenty-five years of independence, we have not ma-
naged to build up a national strategy for creation of the 
Armenian transnational political nation. 
 

Scientists, politicians and journalists often talk about 
the need to unify Armenia and Diaspora. At the same 
time, no one asks the question: ñCan we actually talk 
about a unified Diaspora?ò The reality is that we have 
different ethnic communities and enclaves in various 
parts of the world. As a rule, political, party and busi-
ness clans worldwide are cut off from ordinary people 
and obsessed with their own narrow goals. In addition, 
we should not forget that these people are citizens of 
the United States, France, Russia, Ukraine, Italy, Iran, 
etc. We should not be misled by their ethnic origin and 
their claims about patriotic feelings. Many of them may 

Tigranes the Great's Armenian Empire: Countries,        
composing parts of the Empire.  

Cont.  Page  19         
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strengthening of our statehood. It should be under-
stood that a five thousand immigration from Yerevan 
to Istanbul represents a greater threat for us than a 
five hundred thousandth Turkish army. We must think 
deeply and broadly, assessing the long-term conse-
quences of our own mistakes. Hence, quite a fair 
question comes to my mind: «Who should be engaged 
in devising of that strategy?» Again and again, the an-
swer is quite simple ï everyone. 
 

The next question that comes logically from this re-
sponse: ñHow?ò It is not that we all will take turns to sit 
next to the president and give him advice. I say that 
each of us possesses an invaluable tool ï the right to 
vote. It makes no sense to argue on jurisprudence and 
deliberative system of relations between the people 
and state. Everything is much simpler: any political 
power and elite is a reflection of the society and the 
result of our deep attitude to the country. Sometimes it 
takes much time to understand this. However, most 
often we are just afraid to admit it because it is much 
easier to find other excuses. 
 

What is the reason for that? Indecisiveness, inner 
fears or external factors? I think it makes sense to talk 
about a whole complex of factors and reasons. Never-
theless, the main problem, in my opinion, is psycho-
logical. We live in the era of capitalism, and there is no 
point in trying to change it. In this regard, it is impor-
tant to build our civilizational strategy in a pragmatic 
way, taking into account all the facts and real condi-
tions.  Large states with significant resources can af-
ford to place materialism in the summit of their public 
interest. For small nations, such an approach is deadly 
dangerous. Unfortunately, we began to convert any 
value to the ñprofitò, either financial or reputational. 
Today, our national issues are all used by certain elite 
groups for specific dividends. 
 

We often speak scornfully of those countries and      

the warriors and winners. Greater Armenia is not just 
the territory: it is the ideology and basic foundation of 
our nation. We will not be able to solve our local prob-
lems successfully unless we return to our civilizational 
path. 
 

Any civilizational strategy should be based on the phi-
losophy of values. They can help us understand the 
meaning of our existence and specify the correct way 
of development. It is important to realize that our 
search for the guidelines should not be formed solely 
on opposing ourselves to local worlds or global con-
juncture. We live side by side with such countries as 
Turkey and Azerbaijan, which set a clear and precise 
goal ï to destroy the Armenian heritage once and for 
all. It is a mistake to believe that they are going to do 
that only by classical methods of physical destruction 
as there are numerous objective and subjective con-
straints against such actions. Moreover, there is no 
practical need in that. History has demonstrated quite 
clearly that it is pointless to try to conquer or enslave 
resistant people. There are more important battles in 
the current wars: today rivals struggle for the minds 
and hearts of people. 
 

The rulers of the Ottoman Turkey failed to dissolve 
Armenians in their civilization and to demolish our le-
gacy by destruction and enslavement of our living 
space. We can face our enemies on the battlefield 
hundreds of times. However, they know that any war 
will only strengthen us spiritually and physically. What 
is more, any military conflict will mobilize all our capa-
bilities. Let us ask a simple question: ñAre our enemies 
going to destroy our world and civilization with the 
means of series of wars?ò I am deeply convinced that 
our rivals have a different purpose ï to create condi-
tions in which we would weaken our position and sur-
render the remains of our precious heritage without a 
fight. The great Chinese philosopher Sun Tzu wrote 
that the best of the best is to conquer the hostile army 
without fighting. And what is the Armenian army to-
day? Actually, it is every Armenian person anywhere 
in the world that feels the responsibility to the home-
land of his or her ancestors. Armenian army is every-
one regardless of what we are: soldiers and officers, 
scientists and artists, doctors and engineers, busi-
nessmen and builders, etc. We are the defenders of 
our civilization, and each of us has his or her front of 
struggle. 
 

The personôs intellectual capital is a huge force, which 
can be found in our country and people. Creating con-
ditions for potential disclosure and usage of that capi-
tal for the benefit of our civilization is the only recipe 
for the survival of our nation. The enemy knows that 
accumulation of that capital will lead to growth and 

Cont.  Page  20         
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ñto have,ò but not ñto be.ò 
 

Lack of understanding that the ñcommonò is always 
more important than ñpersonalò indicates deep spiritual 
sickness of society and hinders the formation of civili-
zational strategy. The term ñcommonò refers to our 
millennial heritage, and the only guarantor of its sur-
vival is the strong Armenian state. When I say 
ñpersonal,ò I mean material things that each of us pos-
sesses. So, what is more important and what is right: 
to risk the ñcommonò heritage for the sake of multiply-
ing personal wealth or to direct the ñpersonalò to 
strengthen and increase the ñcommon.ò Let everyone 
answer this question. 
 

Areg Galstyan, Ph.D., is a contributor to The Na-
tional Interest, Forbes, The American Thinker and 
The Hill. The head of the ñAmerican Studiesò Re-
search Center.  Follow him on Twitter: https://
twitter.com/galstyan_areg. 

massispost.com  

nations that do not recognize the Genocide of 1915-
1923 in the Ottoman Turkey. When talking about    
others, we use such value terms as justice, humanity, 
benevolence, etc. But why donôt we demand these 
values from ourselves? I am sure that our main value 
reference point is protection of interests of the Arme-
nian statehood and our heritage. Everything is fine 
with personal ambitions: they should help us become 
the best specialists in our profession. Still, these aspi-
rations should be directed to the common good, when 
we talk about our civilization. Fighting against each 
other, we help the enemies to divide us and use it to 
solve their problems. Strong and small nations that will 
be able to bring up the new generations basing on this 
concept will survive. On the contrary, those who will 
not cope with that mission will perish. I believe that 
strong Armenians are the nation that is responsible for 
itself, its fate and civilization. In turn, the weak Arme-
nian people will be imprisoned by solely materialistic 

Lake Sevan listed among 19 incredible                                                          
and affordable travel destinations in Europe 

news.am: - Lake Sevan is included in the list of 19 incredible and affordable tourist destinations in Europe. 
Business Insider published a list of Europeôs top little-known yet affordable travel destinations released by 
Mastercard. 
ñDespite its beauty, tourism in Armenia is still underdeveloped, and prices remain low. It is famed for its monas-
teries. The Sevanavank monastery, pictured above, is a must see,ò the article says. 
It is noted that average price of a meal per person at a mid-range restaurant is 10 euro, and price per night, per 
person for a double room in a 3-star hotel or guesthouse is under 20 euro. 
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