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Azerbaijan Violated
Artsakh Ceasefire
9,000 Times in 2019

According to data released by the

Artsakh Ministry of Defense, Azerbaijan

violated by the Karabakh ceasefire 9,000

times in 2019, firing more than 85,000

rounds across the Line of Contact.

The Ministry of Defense says that

Azerbaijan fired 16 rounds of 60-mil-

limeter mortars and 32 rounds of rocket

grenades.

The statement notes that the number

of Azerbaijani ceasefire violations and

shootings this year is the lowest since

2010.

“Although this year marks the 25th

anniversary of the signing of an Artsakh

ceasefire agreement, the OSCE Minsk

Group failed to make progress since offi-

cial Baku not only rejected the settlement

principles but also ignored the confi-

dence-building measures put forward by

the co-chairs aimed at strengthening the

ceasefire. The highest level of meetings

and informal contacts between the con-

flicting parties during the year to ad-

vance the negotiations, as well as none of

the six meetings of the Foreign Ministers,

were able to make progress because of

the opposing positions of the parties,”

the statement reads.

The new TV series, called “ARMAT”,

will start airing from January 4, 2020, in Ar-

menia on 5TV and in the US on USArme-

nia TV.

The series has been in production for

over two years, after Sirusho came up with

the idea while on “Armat Tour”. During

the tour Sirusho held sold out solo concerts

in many countries with large Armenian Di-

aspora, including France, Belgium, the

Netherlands, United States, Canada, Aus-

tralia, Lebanon, UAE, Latvia, etc. perform-

ing in more than one city in some countries.

While being in each country alongside

concerts, rehearsals and organizational

work, the team also filmed the entire process of touring and vis-

its aiming to present the Armenian communities and Armeni-

ans living in different countries and showing their lives. Despite

the tight timelines of the tour in each city, Sirusho was able to

visit Armenian schools, churches, embassies and Armenian cen-

ters, with the cameras capturing every detail. The viewer will

have the opportunity to see the Armenian community and the

lives of the Armenians through Sirusho’s eyes.

Launching the "ARMAT" program, Sirusho says: “I have

been touring on concerts since childhood and have been to

many countries of the world. I have always been fascinated by

the Armenians living in other countries - who they are, how

they manage to remain so Armenian while being far from the

motherland, how they establish themselves in a foreign country,

what efforts they spend in teaching their children Armenian,

how carefully they cherish the culture, how the love for the

motherland is conveyed from one generation to another and

how much of it is actually preserved.”

Each episode of the series will be focusing on the Armenian

Community in the given country, present-

ing the history of its formation, the chal-

lenges of remaining Armenian and staying

true to their roots in a foreign country and

also the spirit of the new generations. In

every episode the viewer will also have the

chance to see local sights, Sirusho’s per-

formances at the solo concerts and exclu-

sive behind-the-scenes footage of the buzz

in the backstage.

"ARMAT" program will also be avail-

able on Sirusho’s official YouTube channel.

Here you can find the teaser of the pro-

gram: 

***

Sirusho is one of the most followed Armenian cultural fig-

ures in the world. Her work is based on Armenian national val-

ues. She transcends genres. Most of her songs, videos and stage

costumes are authored and designed by herself. She personally

works on every project alongside her dedicated team, seeing it

through from conception to implementation.

The Artist has produced and filmed many songs and videos,

presenting various branches of the Armenian culture, ranging

from carpet making to national dances and architecture. Her

work has been followed by Armenian and international media,

and has won a number of prestigious awards.

Sirusho continues to present the Armenian culture in the

country and abroad. She does this through her music, but also

through the “Pregomesh” brand, bringing back to life Armen-

ian traditional ornaments and presenting them with a modern

touch. The brand, founded in 2013, has been successfully en-

tering the international markets over the recent years, having

featured in “Vogue” UK as well as being the first brand made in

Armenia to be presented in “Bloomingdale’s” department store.

Sirusho’s "ARMAT" TV program will be on air shortly

Chief of the General Staff of the Ar-

menian Armed Forces Lt. General Artak

Davtyan has addressed the troops and the

nation in a New Year congratulatory mes-

sage.

“Dear generals, officers, non-commis-

sioned officers and soldiers, civilian ser-

vicemen of the Armenian army,

countrymen, congratulations on New Year

and Christmas”, the Lt. General said.

“2019 had significant importance for

the military. The year was full with small

and big achievements. During 2019 the mil-

itary leadership has carried out large scale

works for modernizing the armed forces,

increasing the security level of combat

shifts, testing locally made weaponry and

supplementing the arsenal. The armed

forces have been re-equipped with new ar-

senal and military equipment measures

that are in line with the peculiarities of our

objectives, are convenient for operating in

the terrain’s all-weather conditions and are

more easily mastered by the personnel.

One of the most important military events

in 2019 was the massive military exercise

which was unprecedented with testing new

weaponry and involvement of reserve

troops. The reserve troops once again

proved that they are able at any moment to

have active and coordinated participation

in protecting their country. The active par-

ticipation of the Yerkrapah Volunteers in

the exercises is also valuable”, he said, also

mentioning the introduction of the new

food supply system in the troops among

the achievements.

Davtyan said that in 2019 they have

also strengthened combat positions, made

them safer and introduced modern equip-

ment. Fatalities in the military dropped

22% against 2018.

“Recapping the year’s successes, on be-

half of the military command I assure you

that today our army is more powerful than

ever before, and is ready to fully fulfill the

honorable mission of keeping inviolable

the borders of the two Armenian states”, he

added.

“Once again I congratulate and wish

peace to us all. Indeed, we do not want war,

but we realize that only by being ready for

war can peace be established. It is the thou-

sands of servicemen, our children, brothers

and fathers, who are every day imposing

this peace and are excellently carrying out

their mission. I especially congratulate the

families of fallen troops, I wish you en-

durance and courage. The heroism of your

sons will never be forgotten. I thank the on-

duty servicemen at the borders of the two

Armenian republics who are on combat

shifts with higher vigilance during these

holidays. Happy New Year and Merry

Christmas.”

“Armenpress”

Today, our army is stronger than ever before
Chief of the General Staff addresses troops

Government vows more
economic reforms in 2020

YEREVAN, DECEMBER 30, ARMEN-

PRESS. Minister of Economy Tigran

Khachatryan has vowed that in 2020 the

government’s economic reforms will be

more tangible, with more noticeable results.

“We are welcoming 2020 with the con-

fidence that today businesses are operating

in conditions of free, impartial competition

and equality. This is the irreversible guar-

antee of the development of entrepreneur-

ship in new Armenia, where any person

with business plans has the chance to freely

realize their ideas,” the minister said in a

video.

Khachatryan also spoke about Arme-

nia’s more than 7% economic growth in

2019 – the highest growth figure among all

EAEU countries.

Gazprom to continue
to supply gas to
Armenia in 2020 on
same terms

Gazprom

Export LLC

and Gazprom

A r m e n i a

CJSC signed

an additional

agreement to

the deal for the supply of Russian gas to

Armenia, the company said in a state-

ment.

In accordance with the agreement,

from January 1, 2020, the gas price on the

border of Georgia and Armenia will be as

in 2019, the source noted.

The deal for the supply of Russian

gas between Gazprom Export and CJSC

Gazprom Armenia in the amount of up

to 2.5 billion cubic meters per year is

valid until the end of 2020.

Gazprom Armenia CJSC, a wholly-

owned subsidiary of Gazprom PJSC,

supplies gas to the domestic market of

Armenia. The company also carries out

transportation, storage, distribution and

sale of gas, reconstruction and expansion

of the gas transmission system and un-

derground storage facilities in the repub-

lic.
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The Armenian Assembly of America
NEW YEAR'S GATHERING

The Armenian Assembly of America's Annual New Year's Gathering will take
place on Sunday afternoon, January 19, 2020 starting at 2:00 PM. 

This year's event is graciously hosted by Solar Energy Masters and the Jansez-
ian Family at their home, located at 3827 Mainsail Circle, Westlake Village, CA
91361 (complimentary valet parking is included).

Armenian Assembly members, activists, friends, and family are welcome to
attend the gathering, with a requested contribution of $75 per person.

Please RSVP by Friday, January 17th.

LOS ANGELES— Earlier today, commu-

nity activist, and advocate for human

and civil rights, Elen Asatryan an-

nounced her candidacy for the Demo-

cratic County Central Committee

representing the 43rd State Assembly

district—the official governing body of

the Democratic Party in the County of

Los Angeles and the largest local entity

in the United States, representing nearly

2.7 million registered Democrats. 

In formally announcing her candi-

dacy, Asatryan stated: “My purpose has

always been clear—to leave a positive

footprint for future generations, fight for

social justice, human rights and equity,

empower and protect the rights of

women, minorities, the working class and

small businesses—values that we share.”

“In these alarming times, when a

woman’s right to choose is in jeopardy,

families are being torn apart, our children

no longer feel safe in school, homeless-

ness is at an all-time high, and people

with full-time jobs can’t afford to get sick,

we need leaders who will roll up their

sleeves and fight vigorously to uphold

our democratic values. I want to be that

person to lead this fight and represent

you.” 

Spanning over two decades,

Asatryan’s activism dates back to her

middle school days when she took to her

Board of Education and City Council to

address discrimination issues at her

school and in her city.

Committed to community education

and empowerment, Asatryan has served

and continues to serve on various com-

mittees and boards of local and regional

organizations, including the City of Glen-

dale Parks, Recreation, and Community

Services Commission, where she served

as Chair, the Glendale Youth Alliance, the

Glendale Community Police Partnership

Advisory Committee, the Census Com-

plete Count Committee, and the Los An-

geles County Voter Outreach Committee.

She is currently a delegate for the CA

Democratic Party where she continues to

be involved in shaping the party platform

and advocates for the issues closest to her

heart.

An advocate for women’s rights,

Asatryan founded the Glendale Domes-

tic Violence Task Force—bringing to-

gether Glendale based nonprofits to help

identify areas of mutual cooperation and

assistance in matters relating to domestic

violence. 

Dedicated to empowering youth,

Asatryan founded and led internship and

public policy fellowship programs for

high school and college students as well

as recent college graduates. She also

spearheaded the Path to College Program

to help non-English speaking parents

navigate the school system and provide a

pipeline of support for students to suc-

cessfully graduate high school and com-

plete the college admissions process. 

In her mission to ensure that all vot-

ers have equal access to the democratic

process, Asatryan developed and imple-

mented voter registration and ‘Get Out

the Vote’ initiatives resulting in over

50,000 newly registered voters and

record-breaking voter turnout in some of

the most competitive and heated local,

state, and national elections. 

A firm believer in the power of grass-

roots, the greater portion of Asatryan’s

professional tenure before starting her

consulting firm, The Stark Group, in-

cluded serving as Executive Director of

the Armenian National Committee of

America - Glendale, then the Western Re-

gion (ANCA-WR) —a grassroots public

affairs organization devoted to advancing

issues of concern to the Armenian-Amer-

ican community in 19 western U.S. States.

Some of her proudest accomplishments

include leading the struggle to achieve

equal representation in government enti-

ties, Armenian Genocide recognition in

every state in the region, mandating

Genocide education in the CA high

school curriculum, mobilizing 166,000

participants in the historic March for Jus-

tice for the 100th anniversary commemo-

ration of the Armenian Genocide, and

championing to gain recognition for Art-

sakh’s right to self-determination for

which she was presented the Artsakh

“Gratitude” Award by the President of

the Republic of Artsakh. 

A first-generation immigrant,

Asatryan, with her family, moved from

Armenia to Glendale at the age of 10,

where she attended Columbus Elemen-

tary School, Toll Middle School, and

Hoover High School. She is a graduate of

the University of California Los Angeles,

where she studied Political Science with

concentrations in American Politics and

International Relations.

The 43rd State Assembly district en-

compasses the cities of Burbank, Glen-

dale, La Cañada Flintridge, La

Crescenta-Montrose, and parts of Los An-

geles including Hollywood Hills, East

Hollywood, Little Armenia, Franklin

Hills, Los Feliz, Silver Lake, and Atwater

Village. 

The election for the Democratic

County Central Committee will take

place on Tuesday, March 3, 2020. Regis-

tered Democrats—and those who have

declined to state a political party, but

have requested a Democratic ballot—re-

siding in Assembly District 43 will see

Asatryan’s name on their ballot. To regis-

ter to vote or update voter information

visit lavote.net.

To learn more about, get involved in,

and contribute to Asatryan’s campaign

visit www.electelen.com. For up to the

minute updates, follow the campaign’s

social media accounts on Facebook, In-

stagram, and Twitter @ElectElen.

ELEN ASATRYAN ANNOUNCES
CANDIDACY FOR DEMOCRATIC COUNTY
CENTRAL COMMITTEE

According to Istanbul native and

community activist Kayu Çalıkman

Gavrilof, only 36% of eligible voters cast

ballots to elect a new Armenian Patriarch

of Constantinople.

"Yes, no matter the different numbers

reported, most of the people, especially

the youth, did not want to participate in

this ridiculous theater. Everything was

staged from the beginning of August.

The play was already written. Mashalian

was to become patriarch. The rest was

pure show,” says Kayu Çalıkman

Gavrilof.

On December 11, Bishop Sahak

Mashalian was formally elected the 85th

Armenian Apostolic Patriarch of Con-

stantinople.

Voting in the election process took

place in two stages. 

On December 9, Armenian citizens of

Turkey voted for delegates to participate

in the December 11 conclave to elect the

next According to the Istanbul based

Agos newspaper, the orange list (Bishop

Sahak Mashalian) received 9,008 votes,

the purple list (Archbishop Aram

Ateshyan) received 3,529 votes. The or-

ange list thus received 89 delegates, and

the purple list 12 delegates.

On December 7, the Religious Coun-

cil elected 17 delegates to participate in

the December 11 election.

In a telephone conversation with

Hetq after the December 8 vote, Kayu

Çalıkman Gavrilof said that Mashalian's

supporters had celebrated their victory

by singing and dancing.

In September of this year, it was an-

nounced that the Turkish Ministry of In-

ternal Affairs had placed a restriction on

the order of the election of a patriarch, ac-

cording to which only bishops and arch-

bishops subordinate to the Patriarchate

of Istanbul could participate. This meant

that Archbishop Sebouh Chouldjian, a

native of Malatia, was not eligible to run

in the elections. 

When asked why the Turkish author-

ities took this step, the Istanbul-Armen-

ian politician alleged that the change was

initiated by several Armenian commu-

nity leaders to block the election of Arch-

bishop Chouldjian.

Chouldjian stated as much recently,

claiming to enjoy widespread support in

the Armenian community of Turkey.

"The unquestionable truth is that I

was the real reason for this stage show to

change the bylaws. The support I enjoy

of a large portion of the Armenian faith-

ful in Turkey would have been decisive

in the election,” Chouldjian had de-

clared.

Gavrilof, who ran on the Turkish Peo-

ple’s Democracy Party ticket (Halkların

Demokratik Partisi, HDP for short) in the

March 30, 2014 Turkish local elections,

says she supported Archbishop Chould-

jian and that many in the Armenian com-

munity backed him as well.

“Mashalian will extinguish what ex-

ists today”

Last May, during a discussion with

Hetq about the patriarchal election

process, Kayu Çalıkman Gavrilof said

that the Armenian community in Istan-

bul needs a breath of fresh air.

Asked if Bishop Sahak Mashalian

could be that new breath of air, Kayu

Çalıkman Gavrilof sounded a pessimistic

note.

"I would like to believe I’m mistaken,

but I don’t see Mashalian breathing any

new life into the community. On the con-

trary, I fear he will extinguish that which

exists no. Developments fuel my con-

cerns. Let’s see.”

Kayu Çalıkman Gavrilof says she

has no expectations from Mashalian

since she doesn’t trust the man.

“How can you have confidence in a

high-ranking clergyman who declared

that he sacrificed his manhood for the

community. To what extent can a person

who has neglected the interests of his

spiritual brethren and has not stood up

to those conspiring against and shackling

the future of a community of 50,000 with

twelve bishops truly lead his flock.”

We should also note that Garo Pay-

lan, an Armenian MP in the Turkish Par-

liament, referring to the election of the

Patriarch on his social networks, stated

that he would not vote and would not

recognize the elected Patriarch. 

"The names of those state officials

who played with our honor, as a toy, the

clergy and leaders who interacted with

them, will be forever recorded in the

black pages of history" Paylan wrote. 



Opinion
Istanbul Activist Kayu Çalıkman Gavrilof: 
“I don’t see Mashalian breathing any new life
into the community”
!"#Marine Martirosyan
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Christmas Should Never Be Compromised
By Martha Kouyoumdjian Mekaelian       

Boldly declare Christmas with truth and belief

Tell your children when they wake and before they sleep

Explain how non Christians try to censor the word

With hopes that only our silence be heard.

With great confidence explain that our Savior was born

When He died the earth shook

And the curtain was torn.

Her performed wondrous miracles throughout Galilee

The lame boy would walk, and the blind would see.

Read  the Bible my friend, the Old Testament and New

It was written for Gentiles, as well as the Jews.

Jesus was born and would seek the lost

The Bible declares it and in history it’s taught.

The next point I make is profound yet simple for all to see

The year after His birth would be 1 A.D. or C.E.

The year before His birth would be 1 B.C. or B.C.E.

The reference point is still Jesus Birth in the 

Time Line of History.

I’ll say it another way to explain what I meant

The time lines of history look to His birth . . . . . . . This One Event

There is no need to compromise 

Or even explain

Say Merry Christmas to All

In Jesus Name

Martha Kouyoumdjian Mekaelian
Martha has Professional Educator Licensure in the state of Illinois, with endorsements in

the fields of Learning Behavior Specialist 1, Learning Disabilities, and Social/Emotional Dis-
orders. As a Christian (first, and foremost), she has served at the St. Gregory of Datev Insti-
tute in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania for over 25 consecutive years. As a humanitarian, she has
worked with AmeriCares and The Prelacy of the Eastern United States in securing millions
of dollars of humanitarian aid for Armenia for nearly 30  years, and received the first human-
itarian award from the Armenian Prelacy in 1998.

This year the Bedoyan family won’t

be celebrating Christmas. This, they say,

is a time of mourning.

“For Armenians to stay in Syria

means sacrifice. Sacrifice has been made,

and more will come,” one relative of Fa-

ther Joseph Hanna Bedoyan murmurs.

The Catholic priest and his father

were slain last month as they were driv-

ing to the province of Deir Ezzor where

they were to inspect a church being re-

stored. The murder was claimed by ISIS.

Inside their modest family home in

the north-east Syrian city of Qamishli,

portraits of the father and son now deco-

rate the white, cracked walls. A candle is

lit; faces are shut.

"I lost people I loved dearly. Thank

God, after the murders another one of

my sons emigrated to Australia because

he was afraid. He will have a better life

there," Ani Goriye, wife and mother of

the two victims, tells The National.

She sobs silently looking at the pic-

tures, tears running down her wrinkled

cheeks. She says she doesn’t believe ISIS

his responsible for the attack and points

fingers in every possible direction: the

Syrian regime, Kurdish authorities...

even her own church.

To add to her grief, paranoia is high

in such uncertain times. Foreign powers

and local actors all converged towards

northern Syria in recent weeks in a

deadly chaos.

Kurdish officials claim there was a

spike in ISIS attacks since the start of the

Turkish offensive and the US partial

withdrawal from the region.

On October 9, Turkey launched a mil-

itary operation code-named “Peace

Spring” to expel Kurdish forces - which it

sees as an extension of the outlawed Kur-

distan Workers’ Party group – from its

border. Thanks to a Russian-brokered

deal, Ankara successfully established a

30-kilometre deep, 120km long "safe

zone" emptied of the fighters it refers to

as “terrorists”.

Tens of thousands of civilians fled

their homes and have yet to return in the

areas now controlled by Turkish affili-

ates, including Armenian and other

Christian families.

"It’s an Ottoman-like occupation,"

Top Kurdish official Berivan Khaled, tells

The National.

As many as 1.5 million Christians

lived in Syria before the war, half of

which are believed to have fled the coun-

try since. Ten thousand Catholic-Arme-

nians were among them, according to a

church official.

Some are part of Syria’s indigenous

population, most were originally

refugees who fled the genocide carried

out by the Ottoman Empire at the begin-

ning of the 20th century.

Last week, the Trump administration

said it does not consider the mass killings

of Armenians started in 1915 as a “geno-

cide”, directly contradicting a recent vote

by the US Congress - presumably as to

not further deteriorate a relationship

with Ankara already under serious

strain. Armenia says 1.5 million were

killed in an effort to wipe out the ethnic

group. Turkey has always denied the

events amounted to a genocide.

"A hundred years after the Armenian

genocide, a new one is taking place. This

time we are not the targets, the Kurds

are," George Hanna, brother of the slain

priest, tells The National.

Superlatives such as "genocide" and

"ethnic cleansing" are a recurrent feature

in the mouth of those in Syria opposing

the modern-day Turkish operation, argu-

ing “history is repeating itself”.

In fact, casualties have remained lim-

ited, especially among civilians, but Pres-

ident Erdogan’s plan to resettle Syrian

refugees inside the areas vacated by fam-

ilies and now under its control has

sparked fear of demographic re-engi-

neering.

“I told the Kurds: be careful, the

Americans are not going to sacrifice their

relationship with Turkey just for your

beautiful dark eyes. They should have

listened to us. Instead, the population

was sacrificed,” one Syrian Armenian

church official tells The National.

Before the latest developments of

Syria’s protracted crisis, the war had al-

ready taken a heavy toll on the Armen-

ian community. That is especially true in

Raqqa, the former “capital” of ISIS,

which was reclaimed after three years of

occupation and a four-month-long,

bloody battle.

Their church was levelled to the

ground, and only one family remains in

the city out of the 230 who used to live

there before 2011, already a fraction of

the original community.

"In the city of Raqqa, the bulk of Ar-

menians came in the fall of 1915, then in

1916. Special neighbourhoods were cre-

ated for them there, and actually flour-

ished. At that moment Ottoman

authorities didn’t know what to do with

them - it was more people than they ex-

pected - so they let them settle. But in

April, May 1916, they were deported to

the Deir Ezzor desert and exterminated,”

Historian and sociologist Taner Akcam,

a Professor at Clark University and a

leading international authority on the

Armenian Genocide, tells The National.

“About 10,000 were able to stay in

Raqqa by bribing their way out of de-

portation,” the Turkish-German scholar

says.

The Kurdish-run Raqqa Civil Council

says plans are in motion to rebuild the

Armenian church. An official showed

The National the blueprints of the proj-

Syria’s Armenians are under assault yet again

ect, but it’s unclear who will come to

pray there with only one Armenian fam-

ily left in the city.

“It’s a message that despite the war,

we are still the same: one nation,” the of-

ficial says.

Syria’s north-east, home to many Ar-

menians, is now a battleground for a

myriad of foreign and local forces. In the

same day, one can drive past a Russian

military convoy, be flown over by US hel-

icopters, wave hello to regime or Kurdish

troops, and park the car by the fortifica-

tions set up against Turkish affiliates.

All Syrian Armenians interviewed by

The National said they favoured a return

of the Syrian state in all parts of the coun-

try, the only actor able to bring back a

much-needed “stability,” they say. Crit-

ics argue the regime narrative portraying

itself as a protector of minorities is mere

propaganda.

“The Kurds, the state, the Turks… In

the end, who will rule us is not for us to

decide,” Yara Hanna, sister-in-law of the

late priest Joseph Hanna Ibrahim, tells

The National. “All we want is peace.”

She knows only too well the peril of

war and exile. Hanna fled the country in

2015, crossing the border to Turkey then

reaching Greece by boat before taking the

Balkan road and finally arriving in Ger-

many. She lived there for about two

years, then realised she was better off in

Syria, and travelled back home.

Today, considering the political insta-

bility and having had to bury a father

and brother-in-law, she says she would

like to walk out of Syria again – “run-

ning!” interjects her husband George –

but fears she would only help depopu-

late an already fragile Armenian com-

munity. “We have to stay, otherwise we

will go extinct,” she says, her one-year

old son sitting on her lap.

“As long as the bells are ringing, we

will resist.

thenational.ae
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Glendale, CA – Professor of Turkic Studies from Yerevan State

University LUSINE SAHAKYAN will be in town to present her

newly released book in Armenian titled, HAMSHEN IN ARMEN-

IAN MANUSCRIPTS on THURSDAY, JANUARY 9, 2020 at 7:30pm

at ABRIL BOOKSTORE - 415 E. Broadway, Glendale, CA. Presenta-

tion will be in Armenian. Admission is free with reception to follow.

Speakers include Hratch Martirosyan and Harout Bronozian.

HAMSHEN IN ARMENIAN MANUSCRIPTS provides an in-

depth historical-linguistic analysis of the colophons, produced by

the Hamsheni copyists in the Province of Hamshen and other spir-

itual centers during the period between the XIII and XVII centuries.

The exclusive facts and evidences, contained in these sources, give

an idea of the political, spiritual and cultural life of the Province, the

language situation, the activities of the Armenian princes, the occu-

pations of the populace and folk beliefs. For the first time, demo-

graphic and language facts in the Province of Hamshen within the

mentioned period are analyzed, based on the census data drawn

from the Ottoman registers. In the annexes of the book, the reader

will see photocopies of the colophons, created by the Hamsheni

copyists (130 pages), as well as the newly-created map of the

Province of Hamshen of the XV-XVII centuries.

OTTAWA.-Her Excellency the Right Honourable Julie Pay-ette,

Governor General of Cana-da, today announces 120 new appoint-

ments to the Order of Canada. 

K. M. Greg Sarkissian of Zoryan Institute,  is among the 120

newest appointees to the Order of Canada, one of our country’s

highest honours system.

K.M. Greg Sarkissian is a founding member of the Zoryan Insti-

tute, in Cambridge, Massachusetts in 1982, and in Canada in 1984.

He is the chief strategist of the Institute since 1990 and has been

President since 1995. Along with his colleagues and Board Mem-

bers he has established the Genocide and Human Rights University

Program in partnership with the University of Toronto.

President of the Zoryan Institute is a New
Appointee to the Order of Canada

Lusine Sahakyan to present new book
dedicated to Hamshen
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