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The State Department on Tuesday re-

buked the Senate’s latest move to recog-

nize the mass killing and deportation of

Armenians by the Ottoman Empire during

the first half of the 20th century as geno-

cide, releasing a statement that the admin-

istration continues to view the events as

“one of the worst mass atrocities.”

“The position of the Administration has

not changed,” State Department spokes-

woman Morgan Ortagus said in a state-

ment. “Our views are reflected in the

President’s definitive statement on this

issue from last April.”

The global Armenian Remembrance Day is marked on

April 24 each year and was commemorated by President

Trump with a statement recognizing that beginning in 1915,

more than 1.5 million Armenians were “deported, massacred

or marched to their deaths” under the rule of the Ottoman Em-

pire.

The president did not describe the events as a genocide.

Turkey has spoken out against the U.S. government’s defin-

ing of these events as genocide. It claims that the events of the

early 20th century are disputed and lack academic consensus.

Last week, the Senate passed by unanimous vote a resolu-

tion recognizing the Armenian genocide as official U.S. policy.

“I’m thankful that this resolution has passed at a time in

which there are still survivors of the genocide who will be able

to see that the Senate acknowledges what they went through,”

Sen. Bob Melendez (D-N.J.) said on the Senate floor.

The House passed their own version of the resolution in a

vote of 405 to 11.

The passage of the resolution was meant as a rebuke of

Turkey in response to Turkish President Recep Tayyip Er-

doan’s October decision to launch an offensive into north-

eastern Syria against Syrian Kurdish forces that the U.S. is

allied with in the fight against ISIS.

The resolution is nonbinding, expresses the sense of the

Senate and does not need to be signed by

the president. The White House had lob-

bied senators to block the resolution at

least three times before it succeeded in

coming to the floor.

"This is the third week in a row we have

come to the Senate floor seeking to pass

this resolution, and I'm grateful that today

we have succeeded," Sen. Ted Cruz (R-

Texas) said during passage. "This is a mo-

ment of truth that was far too long

coming."

The Senate last week advanced a sanc-

tions bill against Turkey for its actions in

northeastern Syria and its purchase of the Russian S-400 missile

defense system. The U.S. had earlier removed Turkey from the

F-35 program over the Russian arms purchases, further strain-

ing relations between the NATO allies.

The White House has held off implementing sanctions on

Turkey for purchasing Russian defense weapons.

Lawmakers say the sanctions package will deter a further

arms trade relationship between Turkey and Russia and help to

stabilize the Syria-Turkey border. 

“This legislation will put in place a number of incentives

that we hope will result in President Erdoan making the

choice to walk away from the S-400,” Senate Foreign Relations

Committee Chairman Jim Risch (R-Idaho) said in a statement,

adding that the sanctions bill is a warning to the Turkish pres-

ident.

“Additionally, Erdogan’s incursion into northeast Syria is

destabilizing, and this bill will help curb any future actions that

endanger our friends and partners, the Syrian Kurds, and any

actions which jeopardize the U.S. strategy to defeat ISIS in

Syria. I am hopeful this critical legislation will be voted on by

the full Senate soon.”

LAURA KELLY 

!"#"$%%&'()

Trump administration rejects Senate resolution
recognizing Armenian genocide

ADMINISTRATION
POLICY NEEDS TO
REFLECT REALITY
OF THE
ARMENIAN
GENOCIDE

WASHINGTON, D.C. – In re-

sponse to a U.S. State Department

statement issued today regarding

S.Res.150, the Armenian Genocide

resolution, Armenian Assembly of

America Co-Chairs Anthony

Barsamian and Van Krikorian stated

that “while it is evident that the Ad-

ministration did not lobby against

the House resolution nor sustain ef-

forts against the Senate bill, the Ad-

ministration’s policy needs to be

de-personalized and reflect the real-

ity of U.S.-Turkey relations.”

“From the 1951 U.S. filing before

the International Court of Justice to

President Ronald Reagan to the

Chadwick-Healey publication of

37,000 pages in the U.S. archives

which has been respected by all

Americans, as well as the over-

whelming passage of the genocide

resolutions in the House and Senate,

the Administration is well aware of

the facts of the Armenian Genocide

and its policy should reflect that re-

ality,” Co-Chairs Barsamian and

Krikorian added.

“Now is not the time to revert

back to a failed policy that under-

mines U.S. credibility on human

rights, but rather move forward and

help stop future atrocities by Presi-

dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan,” the

Co-Chairs concluded.

Senator Robert Menendez (D-NJ)

also responded today expressing his

disappointment in allowing “Turkey

to have a veto on our own domestic

decision” and stated “it’s time for

this nation to recognize the truth.”

Last week, the U.S. Senate passed

S.Res.150, the Armenian Genocide

resolution, spearheaded by Senators

Robert Menendez (D-NJ) and Ted

Cruz (R-TX). Senators Menendez

and Cruz secured unanimous con-

sent to adopt S.Res. 150 which

squarely affirms the U.S. record on

the Armenian Genocide, promotes

genocide education, and combats

denial.

On October 29, the U.S. House of

Representatives adopted H.Res.296,

the House version of the Armenian

Genocide resolution, with a nearly

unanimous vote of 405-11.

THANK YOU SENATORS TED CRUZ AND ROBERT MENENDEZ
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Glendale, CA (December 12, 2019) – More than $2.2

million was raised at the 2nd Annual Armenian Amer-

ican Museum Gala on Sunday, December 8, 2019 at

The Beverly Hilton in Beverly Hills, California. Hun-

dreds of supporters, community leaders, and public

officials attended the signature event of the year to cel-

ebrate and support the landmark project as it ap-

proaches its historic groundbreaking year.

The program kicked off with the flag ceremony

conducted by the Homenetmen scouts and national

anthems performed by the AGBU Los Angeles Choir

led by Maestro Gayane Baghdasaryan.

The invocation was conducted by the museum’s

Board of Trustees Co-Chairs Archbishop Hovnan

Derderian representing the Western Diocese of the Ar-

menian Church of North America, Archbishop

Moushegh Mardirossian representing the Western

Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church, Bishop

Mikael Mouradian representing the Armenian

Catholic Eparchy, and Reverend Berdj Djambazian

representing the Armenian Evangelical Union of North

America.

During the program, the museum unveiled “The

Armenian Legacy,” a powerful new video starring Fox

11 Morning News Anchor/Reporter Araksya Kara-

petyan that showcases the touchstones of Armenian

identity and highlights how the Armenian American

Museum will help preserve and celebrate the vibrant

history, heritage, and culture of the Armenian people

for generations to come.

Award-winning television personality and Emmy

nominated travel host Laura McKenzie served as the

Master of Ceremonies for the evening and welcomed

the capacity crowd to the 2nd Annual Gala.

Executive Director Shant Sahakian inspired the au-

dience with moving remarks on the importance of

building the Armenian American Museum for the next

generation. During his remarks, he told the story of a

young girl’s transformative experience walking

through the halls of the museum and he quoted Nel-

son Henderson, who once wrote, “the true meaning of

life is to plant trees, under whose shade you do not ex-

pect to sit.”

“We are building the Armenian American Museum

for her, for them, for their generation, and for the gen-

erations to come. Thank you for joining us this evening

and thank you for planting the trees for our next gen-

eration,” stated Executive Director Shant Sahakian in

the conclusion of his remarks.

Executive Chairman Berdj Karapetian acknowl-

edged the museum leadership, staff, committee mem-

bers, volunteers, benefactors, sponsors, donors, and

supporters who have generously contributed to the

success of the museum project and 2nd Annual Gala.

He also thanked the Founder’s Circle, the founding

benefactors of the museum, and the Legacy Council,

transformative benefactors who are advancing the

mission of the museum.

“As we gather here this evening on this special oc-

casion, a dream, our collective dream, is now on the

eve of its historic groundbreaking year in 2020,” stated

Executive Chairman Berdj Karapetian in the introduc-

tion of his remarks.

During his acknowledgements, he announced

major gifts from benefactors including a $100,000 con-

tribution from Mr. Chris Pogosyan, $250,000 contribu-

tion from Mr. & Mrs. Vartan and Janet Barsoumian,

and $250,000 contribution from Mr. & Mrs. Bedros and

Anna Oruncakciel.

Following dinner, the capacity crowd was enter-

tained with a live musical performance by Greg

Hosharian and the Armenian Pops Ensemble.

California State Senator Anthony J. Portantino ex-

pressed his excitement for the promise of the cultural

and educational center as it heads towards its historic

groundbreaking year and acknowledged Governor

Gavin Newsom’s 2019-2020 state budget which in-

cluded $5 million in funding for the project.

U.S. Congressman Adam Schiff, the co-author of

House Resolution 296 Affirming the United States

Record on the Armenian Genocide, expressed his sup-

port for the museum as a place where people of all

backgrounds can learn about the rich contributions of

the Armenian American community.

Republic of Armenia High Commissioner for Dias-

pora Affairs Zareh Sinanyan discussed how the mu-

seum embodies an exceptional expression of hope and

preservation of Armenian identity that will help

strengthen both the Diaspora and reinforce the Re-

public of Armenia’s future.

The distinguished honorees of the 2nd Annual Gala

included Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck Senior Part-

ner Kenneth L. Khachigian, Los Angeles County Su-

pervisor Kathryn Barger, and former U.S. Secretary of

Navy and Assistant Secretary of Defense Paul R. Ig-

natius.

Kenneth L. Khachigian was honored for his many

accomplishments in government, politics, and law and

Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck’s pro bono represen-

tation of the museum in its successful negotiations

with the City of Glendale for the $1-per-year ground

lease agreement of the future site. The award was pre-

sented by Board of Trustees member Dr. Nazareth

Darakjian representing the Armenian Missionary As-

sociation of America, Board of Trustees member

Gabriel Moloyan representing Nor Serount Cultural

Association, and Consul General of the Republic of Ar-

menia in Los Angeles Dr. Armen Baibourtian.

“Your efforts are very critical as every day we con-

tinue to see the need to inform our fellow citizens on

the Armenian American story,” stated Kenneth L.

Khachigian during his remarks.

Los Angeles County Supervisor Kathryn Barger

was honored for her steadfast support of the Armenian

American community and her generous contribution

of $1 million for the historic project. The award was

presented by Board of Trustees member Arsho

Avakian representing the Armenian Relief Society

Western USA, Board of Trustees representative Dr.

Raffi Balian representing the Nor Or Charitable Foun-

dation, and California State Senator Anthony J. Por-

tantino.

“I want to recognize the resiliency of the Armenian

people and the contributions that they have made to

the county, state, and nation,” stated Kathryn Barger

during her remarks.

Paul R. Ignatius was honored for his years of ded-

icated public service and his inspiration for the Ar-

menian American Museum Square Foot Certificate as

one of the project’s first contributors. The award was

presented by Board of Trustees member Talin Ya-

coubian representing AGBU Western District, Board of

Trustees member Avedik Izmirlian representing the

Armenian Cultural Foundation, and Glendale Mayor

Ara Najarian, who also presented the honoree with a

special plaque from the City of Glendale.

“The Armenian American Museum is an important

project for the country as a whole and indeed for the

whole world,” stated Paul Ignatius during his remarks.

In his closing remarks, Executive Chairman Berdj

Karapetian invited the Board of Trustees and Gala

Committee to the stage to thank the donors who gen-

erously contributed to the project during the evening’s

dinner. Together with the leadership of the organiza-

tion and the committee members who helped make

the event possible, he announced that the museum had

successfully raised more than $2.2 million at the 2nd

Annual Gala to a roaring applause.

Major Gala sponsors included Bank of America,

Mr. & Mrs. Vartan and Janet Barsoumian, Dickranian

Foundation, GASKA Alliance Foundation, Glumac,

JHM Charitable Foundation, Mr. & Mrs. Timmy and

Seda Mardirossian, Massis Kabob, Mgrublian Center

for Human Rights, New York Life Southern California,

Mr. & Mrs. Bedros and Anna Oruncakciel, and Mr.

Chris Pogosyan.

The museum plans to break ground on the historic

project in 2020.

About the Armenian American Museum
The Armenian American Museum and Cultural Center

of California is a developing project in Glendale, California
with a mission to promote understanding and appreciation of
America’s ethnic and cultural diversity by sharing the Ar-
menian American experience. The museum will serve as a cul-
tural campus that enriches the community, educates the public
on the Armenian American story, and empowers individuals
to embrace cultural diversity and speak out against prejudice.

The governance of the museum is entrusted to ten Ar-
menian American cultural, philanthropic, and religious non-
profit institutions including the Armenian Catholic Eparchy,
Armenian Cultural Foundation, Armenian Evangelical
Union of North America, Armenian General Benevolent
Union Western District, Armenian Missionary Association
of America, Armenian Relief Society Western USA, Nor Or
Charitable Foundation, Nor Serount Cultural Association,
Western Diocese of the Armenian Church of North America,
and Western Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church.
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2019 was a year of 150th anniversary

celebrations in the Armenian world: the

birth of Gomidas Vartabed (Komitas),

Hovhannes Toumanian, Levon Shant,

Yervant Odian and Calouste Gulbenkian.

Throughout the year, the Calouste Gul-

benkian Foundation hosted many events

to celebrate its Founder’s life. The com-

memorations focussed on Portugal,

given that the largest legacy Gulbenkian

left behind is his Foundation, established

in 1956 through his will, and headquar-

tered in Lisbon. At the time of his death,

in 1955, Gulbenkian was the wealthiest

man in the world.

The commemorations started in early

January 2019, with the release (simulta-

neously in English and Portuguese) of

the first truly academic biography of our

Founder, Mr. Five Per Cent: The Many

Lives of Calouste Gulbenkian, the

World’s Richest Man, authored by Pro-

fessor Jonathan Conlin. Based on vast

archival sources in multiple languages

and countries, including Armenian, the

book paints the portrait of an exceptional

(and at times quite a difficult) man.

Weaving in his business interests, art col-

lecting, family life and philanthropic

work, the biography led to some re-

thinking about Gulbenkian and his

legacy, doing away with some myths,

and generating much debate within Por-

tugal and elsewhere. The President of

Portugal personally attended the launch

of the biography in Lisbon, and spoke

about it prior to a roundtable discussion

with the author. The book was subse-

quently published in Armenia in October

by a local publisher in Armenian and

Russian translations. 

Calouste Sarkis Gulbenkian was born

on 23 March 1869, in Uskudar, a suburb

of Istanbul. On the actual date of his

birth, we celebrated his birthday through

various activities. Twelve prizes were

granted to the winners of the “Who is

Calouste?” nationwide competition at a

special award ceremony. The competi-

tion was open only to youth (15-25 years

old) residing in Portugal. Through their

artistic submissions – in music, text, film

and visual arts – young people told the

story of Mr. Gulbenkian and what he

means to them. Their works were dis-

played at the Foundation in a dedicated

exhibition. There were 457 entries from

individuals and school-based student

groups.

Our 1000-seat Grand Auditorium

was abuzz with young people during the

ceremony, celebrating the life of Calouste

Gulbenkian (while prior to it, our meet-

ing rooms were full with discussions

about global citizenship, taking Gul-

benkian as an example). The band Col-

lectif Medz Bazar ended the prize

ceremony, bringing the audience to its

feet. I saw something I had never seen

before in the formal setting of the Gul-

benkian Foundation’s Grand Audito-

rium: an Armenian shourchbar in the

aisles! Hundreds of young people from

around Portugal had brought a special

excitement to the Foundation. This was

only one component of the celebrations

on March 23rd.

At a more formal event on the same

day, the memory and legacy of Calouste

Gulbenkian was honoured in the pres-

ence of invited dignitaries, the Founda-

tion’s Board of Trustees and over a

thousand guests. Archbishop Khajag

Barsamian, Ejmiatsin’s Pontifical Legate

to Western Europe and the Vatican

graced us with his presence throughout

the day. The Founder’s great-grandson,

Martin Essayan, gave a keynote speech

highlighting Gulbenkian’s values, the

President of the Foundation, Dr. Isabel

Mota spoke about the Foundation, and

the Gulbenkian Orchestra played

Beethoven. In a unique ceremony, a com-

memorative stamp dedicated to Mr.

Gulbenkian, was jointly issued by Portu-

gal Post and Armenia Post just prior to

the main ceremony.

During the evening, a nine month-

long exhibition was inaugurated on the

life of Gulbenkian, entitled, “Calouste: A

Life, Not an Exhibition.” Mounted by the

well-known Portuguese curator, Paulo

Pires do Vale, the exhibition interrogates

conceptually the practice of displaying a

real life through the act of exhibiting.

Over 32,000 visitors have already expe-

rienced the exhibit, which evolves

around key events in the life of Calouste

Gulbenkian. It is important to note that,

as far as we know, this is the first time an

exhibition at the Foundation has been

mounted in three languages, including

Armenian, in addition to Portuguese and

English.

Under the umbrella of the 150th an-

niversary, another exhibition (and re-

lated conferences and seminars) was

organised by the Gulbenkian Museum,

drawing on the Founder’s vast art col-

lection. “The Rise of Islamic Art” (1869-

1939) stood out for its beauty and

original angle of interpretation. Curated

by the Museum’s own Jessica Hallett, the

exhibition focussed on Europe’s – and

Gulbenkian’s – fascination with Orien-

talism. It analysed his network of art and

antiquities dealers through whom he

bought items for his collection (about a

quarter of whom were Armenian), and

asked the question what “Islamic Art”

means? Part of the exhibition included

Armenian and other Christian pieces

which came from the Islamic world.

A series of concerts, organised by the

Foundation’s Music Department,

brought Armenian music – and some of

our giants – onto our stages. Tigran

Mansurian’s requiem moved us deeply

as it was played in April by the Gul-

benkian Orchestra and Choir. The Del-

lalian Trio and the Lisbon Chamber En-

semble played some of his other pieces.

Mansurian himself – celebrating his 80th

birthday this year – charmed us by ex-

plaining the intricacies of Armenian

music in an interview in front of a live

audience of music lovers. The Gurdjieff

Ensemble, in collaboration with Hewar,

and pianist Lusine Grigoryan, delighted

us with their intricate music in Septem-

ber. The famous Portuguese pianist,

Maria João Pires, staged two packed

piano concerts with Armenian music and

musicians in September and November:

respectively, Talar Dekrmanjian (so-

prano) and Lilit Grigoryan (piano). Also

in November, Tigran Hamasyan wooed

us with his dazzling piano and jazz. Fi-

nally, the Trio Aeternus and the Dellalian

Trio closed the 150th anniversary cele-

brations with two intimate concerts in

December, right within the exhibition de-

voted to the life of Calouste Gulbenkian. 

Outside of the premises of the Foun-

dation, we sponsored an additional con-

cert devoted to Armenian music, in the

beautiful setting of the Sintra Palace, by

Portugal-Armenia Friendship Society’s

Consonância Orchestra. The concert fea-

tured the work of Grigor Arakelian, an-

other great Armenian maestro, who

conducted and played the “Armenian

viola.”

The music of Gomidas was featured

in practically all the concerts; his music

was intertwined with the life of Calouste

Gulbenkian. Two Armenian men, born in

the Ottoman Empire during the same

year, could not have had more different

lives. One died in a psychiatric hospital

in France, unable to bear the trauma of

the Genocide, while the other died the

richest man in the world because of his

oil interests in what was the Ottoman

Empire (and subsequently Iraq).

Calouste Gulbenkian engaged in phi-

lanthropy throughout his life, both for

Armenian and non-Armenian causes. In

fact, even before Gulbenkian was born,

his clan, one of the amira families in Con-

stantinople (with roots in Talas), was

known for community support. Calouste

Gulbenkian continued the tradition of

philanthropy (e.g. support to Armenian

refugees in the 1920s, the construction of

the St. Sarkis Church in London), and

modernised it, moving away from char-

itable giving to a more results-oriented

approach toward the end of his life. He

left practically his entire fortune to a

foundation bearing his name, with the

aim of the betterment of humanity

through the arts, education, science and

charity. 

The 150th anniversary of his birth

was an opportunity for us to rethink the

role of foundations and charitable dona-

tions in the 21st Century. We organised

an international conference in September

entitled “Emerging Trends in Philan-

thropy.” The largest European founda-

tions (and some American ones) were

invited to discuss current challenges and

opportunities facing foundations. The

theme of impact (and how to measure it)

came up over and over again, along with

the need to adapt and rethink pro-

grammes and initiatives in light of new

global developments, the crucial impor-

tance of long term planning, and being

agents of positive change.

Every July 20th, the day of Gul-

benkian’s death, the Foundation marks

“Founder Day” through a solemn

wreath-laying ceremony and a Church

Service. This year (held on July 19), the

Service was ecumenical (Catholic and

Apostolic), with the participation of Kha-

jag Srpazan on his second visit to the

Foundation from Rome. Founder’s Day

also includes the awarding of the annual

Gulbenkian Prizes, including the

Calouste Gulbenkian Prize for Human

Rights. In 2019, it went to the Lebanese

writer and educator Amin Maalouf.

On Founder’s Day we launched the

second book of the year, this time,

Calouste Gulbenkian’s own writings in

the form of letters to his only grandchild,

Mikael Essayan (whom he seemed to be

grooming as his successor): A Educação

do Delfim: Calouste Gulbenkian’s Let-

ters to his Grandson. While teenage

Mikael was studying at Harrow board-

ing school near London during the early

1940s, his grandfather, in Lisbon, took di-

rect control of his education (Mikael’s

parents were stuck in Nazi occupied

France). What emerged is a remarkable

correspondence between a grandfather

and his grandson – a grandfather who

deeply cares, but wants to control every

aspect of his grandson’s life.

The letters, stored at the Foundation’s

archives, contain much advice and are

reflective of Gulbenkian’s thinking. They

are the closest we can come to under-

standing the inner thoughts and beliefs

of Mr. 5% as he speaks of his values and

takes decisions over both important and

mundane matters in the life of his

“Dauphin.” The book contains one par-

ticularly interesting letter for Armenians

in which Gulbenkian strongly chastises

his grandson for even considering to

convert out of the Armenian Apostolic

Church and into the Anglican Church.

There are many “quotable quotes” in the

letters. Here are two examples:

“Nothing displeases more than snob-

bishness or swollen-headedness…. From

my long personal experience I find that

people with such weaknesses do not go

very far in life and do not generally suc-

ceed in occupying foremost places in the

community.”

And, “You should never run after

money when, with constructive and per-

A Year of Celebrating our Founder: Calouste Sarkis Gulbenkian
A Year-end Report by Razmik Panossian, the Director of the Armenian Communities Department at the
Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation

A photo taken at the “Quem é Calouste?” award ceremony.

Cont. on p. 10
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The U.S. Senate's decision on Thursday to recognize

the massacre of the Armenians between 1915 and 1922 as

genocide has no binding significance or practical impli-

cation, for now. Turkey did summon the American am-

bassador in Ankara in protest and to warn the United

States of the damage that the Senate resolution could

cause to relations between the two countries, but it does-

n’t appear that it can do much at this point, after 32

countries, including Italy and Spain but not the U.K. or

Israel, have recognized the killings as genocide.

It’s doubtful that the Senate resolution is the result

of a sudden burst of sensitivity over the Armenian geno-

cide or that instead it was over concerns that such tragic

events could be repeated. It appears that the major mo-

tivation for the resolution was in fact provided by Turk-

ish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan himself when he

decided to invade Syria and capture the country’s Kur-

dish areas. That came after U.S. President Donald Trump

announced his intention, which he has still not fulfilled,

to withdraw American forces from Syrian territory.

Erdogan was already aware of Congress’ intentions

when he stuck it to the United States with his decision to

buy Russian S-400 anti-aircraft systems – and before

that, when he arrested an American pastor and a Turk-

ish employee of the U.S. consulate in Istanbul on suspi-

cions that they had conspired with the Turkish preacher

Fethullah Gulen, who lives in exile in the United States.

But it wasn't just Erdogan who got a slap in the face

by members of Congress. President Trump invested

major efforts to try to prevent the passage of the Ar-

menian genocide resolution, which the House of Repre-

sentatives passed in October, and which the Senate has

now passed as well. Trump, who defended Erdogan

over Turkey’s procurement of the Russian missiles and

came to an agreement with him in a single telephone call

regarding a U.S. withdrawal from Syria, found himself

facing an obstinate Republican-controlled Senate that

was prepared to buck the president – at least when it

comes to issues that don’t involve risk to American se-

curity.

Former President Barack Obama might be getting

perverse pleasure over Trump’s failure, but the former

president should be reminded that he himself commit-

ted to have the resolution passed but flinched over con-

cern that it would damage America’s ties with Turkey.

It looks like any concern over a Turkish reaction failed to

frighten members of Congress, an attitude that is not

shared by Knesset members and the Israeli cabinet, who

still can’t bring themselves to recognize the Armenian

genocide. Israel’s justification has traditionally been

based on two grounds. One is concern that recognizing

a holocaust of another people would undermine the sin-

gular nature of the Jewish Holocaust as a one-time his-

torical event. The other is that it would bring about a

total break in ties between Israel and Turkey.

But even when relations between Turkey and Israel

were in a deep freeze following the lethal confrontation

at sea in 2010 between Israeli forces and the Mavi Mar-

mara – the Turkish ship seeking to break the Israeli

blockade of Gaza – and the bitter criticism that Erdogan

leveled against Israel, Israel refrained from taking that

extra step and demonstrating an appropriate moral

stance. Relations between Israel and Turkey still haven’t

really been rehabilitated, but now Israel is being careful

not to anger Turkey as a result of concern over the fu-

ture of a pipeline between Israeli gas fields and Europe.

Now that Turkey has signed an agreement with

Libya over their maritime borders, Israel may need to

negotiate with Ankara over the placement of a pipeline

and the payment of royalties. The Armenian issue will

have to wait.

In addition, always hovering in the background has

been Israeli concern that recognition of the Armenian

genocide would reignite international debate over Israeli

responsibility for the Nakba, when more than 700,000

Arabs fled or were expelled from their homes during the

1947-49 Israeli War of Independence. Israel does not ac-

knowledge any such responsibility.

In 2005, Turkey suggested establishing a panel of

Turkish and Armenian historians that would “scientifi-

cally” examine the facts relating to the expulsion and

massacre of the Armenians. In Israel, a comparable com-

mittee empaneled to examine the Nakba would imme-

diately be labeled national treason and a malicious

attempt to undermine Israel’s legitimacy.

Like Israel, Turkey has created a parallel narrative to

that of the Armenians about what happened. Ankara

doesn’t deny that Armenians were killed during fight-

ing in Turkey during World War I, but it disputes the

numbers and the circumstances in which they were

killed. The Turkish position is presented on a special

website set up by the Communications Directorate of the

office of Turkey’s president. 

“Turkey’s position on the events of 1915 is that the

deaths of Armenians in eastern Anatolia took place

when some sided with invading Russians and revolted

against Ottoman forces. A subsequent relocation of Ar-

menians resulted in numerous casualties,” the website

states, adding that radical Armenian factions in exile

began claiming that 600,000 Armenians were killed in

the course of the relocation. Later the figure increased to

800,000 and then to 1.5 million, the website says.

Similar to the issue of the number of Palestinian

refugees, in Turkey, major importance is attached to the

numbers involved, as well as to the circumstances of the

deaths. One day Turkey may be required not only to rec-

ognize and apologize for the killings, but to pay repara-

tions for them.

Admittedly, the term “relocation” is a rather effec-

tive invention that perhaps is worth adopting in Israel

as well. After all, someone who relocates is not a refugee.

When all is said and done, he’s simply seeking to im-

prove his quality of life.

With this as Turkey’s official government position,

articles published in professional publications such as

that of Istanbul’s bar association should come as no sur-

prise. In one issue of the publication, Mustafa Chalik

wrote: “We support the 1915 Armenian expulsion. Any-

one characterizing the expulsion as genocide is as if he

were declaring war. Armenians and others who call it

genocide risk a new expulsion, a step against them that

would be quite easy … If we believe that there is no

other way to defend our homeland and our national ex-

istence, the least that we can do is to carry out a new ex-

pulsion.”

Chalik was writing about the Armenians, but the

Kurds would also do well to watch themselves.

www.haaretz.com
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severing efforts and work, you will find

later on instead of running after money,

money will be running after you.”

The launch of the book was in itself

unusual and even fun, insofar as it was a

roundtable between some of the young

winners of the “Who is Calouste?” com-

petition in March and Mr. Martin Es-

sayan, Mikael’s son, and Calouste

Gulbenkian’s great-grandson, who is a

member of the Board of Trustees of the

Foundation (and responsible for the Ar-

menian Communities Department). Dur-

ing the book event, various members of

the Foundation staff read moving pas-

sages from the letters. 

Many other events took place

throughout 2019 in the context of the

150th anniversary celebrations or related

to it. First among them was the visit of

President Armen Sarkissian to the Foun-

dation in April. He was received by the

President of the Foundation and various

Board members. The newly appointed

Ambassador to Portugal, Mr. Garen

Nazarian visited us in December, accom-

panied by his wife Nana, and attended

one of the closing concerts of the cele-

brations. Throughout the year, various

other prominent guests and community

leaders paid a visit to the Foundation

and its Armenian Communities Depart-

ment.

New structures were installed in the

Gulbenkian gardens as “reflection

points” about nature quoting Gul-

benkian (Calouste Gulbenkian was a

great admirer of nature, a bit of an irony

now given that his main business was

oil). Workshops for children called “A

Man with a Thousand Homes” were

held within the Museum about the life of

Gulbenkian. Cinemateca Portuguesa or-

ganised, with our support, a retrospec-

tive of Artavazd Pelechian, the great

Armenian filmmaker, and hosted him

personally in Lisbon.

We organised book events for the

Gulbenkian biography in London (in

February) and Paris (in March), and

sponsored Jonathan Conlin’s book tour

to the US. A modest grant to the archival

scholar Emma Hovsepyan enabled her

and the National Archive of Armenia to

publish the book Dohmig Parerare (The

Noble Benefactor) in Armenian, contain-

ing some of the letters about Armenian

issues in Gulbenkian’s archives held by

the Foundation. Finally, a large group of

Portuguese colleagues from the Founda-

tion visited Armenia on holidays for the

first time this year and returned with

very fond memories.

Throughout the year, there was con-

siderable coverage in the Portuguese

press about Calouste Gulbenkian and

Armenians, the most recent one being a

lengthy article in the major national

newspaper Expresso (on 7 December)

about the younger Gulbenkian.

Our year of celebrations in Portugal

formally ends on 31 December 2019,

with the close of “Calouste: A Life, Not

an Exhibition.” We strived to show the

genius of Calouste Sarkis Gulbenkian,

his impact on the world and his achieve-

ments, his Armenian culture and his

complex character. We focussed less on

his material wealth and more on his val-

ues and on his legacy. Half a century be-

fore Bill Gates, Gulbenkian wanted his

wealth to be harnessed to realise an in-

ternational vision of peace and prosper-

ity – simply put, he wanted to make the

world a better place. Being ahead of his

times seemed to be a motto for Mr. Gul-

benkian.

In March 2020, before his birthday,

we will be sponsoring some events in

Yerevan – concert and conference – to

cap off the celebrations.

I was humbled by the fact that the

President of the Foundation, Dr. Isabel

Mota, along with Mr. Martin Essayan, en-

trusted me to assume the responsibility

for the overall coordination of the 150th

anniversary celebrations of our Founder,

along with a small team of dedicated col-

leagues. Organising and coordinating all

the events took a considerable portion of

my time. However, the Armenian Com-

munities Department continued to de-

liver its programmes in the Diaspora and

in Armenia, with educational support,

publications, Zarmanazan, Western Ar-

menian revitalisation programmes, the

Armenian Diaspora Survey, university

scholarships, grants to institutions, aca-

demic funding for Armenian Studies,

and many many other initiatives. We will

speak much more about these in the New

Year, presenting to the Armenian world

the achievements of our previous five-

year plan and our plans for the next five

years. 2020 will be our year of communi-

cations!

A Year of Celebrating our Founder: 
Calouste Sarkis GulbenkianCont. from p. 9
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Now, every Sunday, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. you will find your pre-
ferred books in our booth 

at the main entrance of St. Leon Armenian Apostolic Cathedral
Address: 3325 N. Glenoaks Blvd., Burbank, CA 91504
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