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WASHINGTON, D.C. – As the Ar-

menian Assembly of America (Assem-

bly) continues to rally support for the

Armenian Genocide Resolution, House

Foreign Affairs Committee Chairman

Eliot Engel (D-NY) and Armenian Cau-

cus Co-Chair Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-NJ)

stated that they expected consideration

of H.Res. 296, the Armenian Genocide

Resolution, to take place next week. 

In an interview with NPR, House

Foreign Affairs Committee Chairman

Engel noted that in addition to sanction-

ing Turkey for its actions in Northern

Syria, a bill on the Armenian Genocide

was also under consideration.

"So we're going to have a Turkey

sanctions bill and we're going to have an

Armenian Genocide bill. Both of which

I'm sure the Government of Turkey is not

happy with, but then again we're not

happy with the Government of Turkey,”

Chairman Engel said. 

In a Helsinki Commission hearing

this afternoon, Armenian Caucus Co-

Chair Pallone also indicated that the Ar-

menian Genocide resolution was “very

likely” to be considered next week.

“I know that might not seem to be the

topic today, but I think it’s also some-

thing that needs to be done in order to

talk about the terrible history that Arme-

nians faced over a hundred years ago,”

Pallone stated.

This past week, Representative Anna

G. Eshoo (D-CA) sent a “Dear Col-

league” letter urging support of the reso-

lution, as did Reps. Gus Bilirakis (R-FL)

and Adam Schiff (D-CA) calling for its

immediate passage. 

H.Res. 296 was introduced this April

by Reps. Schiff and Bilirakis along with

Reps. Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-NJ), Peter

King (R-NY), and Jackie Speier (D-CA),

and has 112 co-sponsors to date. During

the Assembly’s 2019 National Advocacy

Conference last month, Armenian Amer-

icans from across the U.S. met with

Members of Congress and urged its

adoption.

Congress has also been calling out

President Erdogan for his violence

against the Kurds and Christian minori-

ties in northern Syria this month, and

Members have drawn parallels between

the current Turkish government’s actions

and the Ottoman Empire’s atrocities

against Armenians and other minority

populations in 1915.

Albio Sires (D-NJ) stated: “These ac-

tions are particularly concerning given

Turkey’s historical precedent of eliminat-

ing minority groups that it perceives as a

threat, as it did during the Armenian

Genocide.” 

Rep. Judy Chu (D-CA) said: “100

years ago, 1.5 million Armenians were

slaughtered in what is now Turkey. For

decades, the US has refused to officially

acknowledge that first modern genocide

out of fear of alienating Turkey. Clearly,

it’s past time we stop worrying about

Turkey’s feelings & pass H.Res. 296.”

“Not only should we have sanctions

against Turkey. It’s also time that we for-

mally recognize the Armenian geno-

cide,” Rep. Ted Lieu (D-CA) said on

CNN. 

ARMENIAN ASSEMBLY CONTINUES
TO RALLY SUPPORT FOR ARMENIAN

GENOCIDE RESOLUTION 
The 11th annual DTLA

Film Festival, which is set

to run from October 23 to

27 at Regal L.A. LIVE, will

be featuring its first Ar-

menian film, with the sup-

port of the USC Institute of

Armenian Studies. 

This year’s festival in-

cludes foreign films from

around the globe, all mak-

ing their Los Angeles pre-

mieres, including the

narrative feature “Yeva” by

Armenian Iranian director

Anahid Abad. “Yeva” is the first film of Ar-

menian content and language to ever be in-

cluded in the festival, and it's the first film

being presented that’s set in Armenia and

has an Armenian director.

The film will screen at the festival on

October 26 at 6:15pm at Regal L.A LIVE.

The screening will be followed by an audi-

ence Q&A with director Anahit Abad. Tick-

ets can be purchased at

https://www.dtlaff.com/. Yeva will also

be screening at the Laemmle theatre in

Glendale on November 1. 

The film is an intimate drama, in which

a woman suspected of murder flees from

Yerevan to an Armenian village in

Nagorno-Karaakh with

her young daughter. The

heroine, Yeva, returns to a

place she briefly worked

as a doctor during the

Nagorno-Karabakh War

between Armenia and

Azerbaijan, hoping she

won't be recognized. As

she integrates into the

rhythm of village life,

Yeva's memories of the

war come flooding back,

as she tries to conceal her

identity. 

“Yeva” was selected as Armenia’s offi-

cial submission to the 90th Academy

Awards in the Best Foreign Language Film

category for 2017. The film is co-produced

by Iran’s Farabi Cinema Foundation and

the National Cinema Center of Armenia.

The 94-minute film is set in Armenia

and has an all-Armenian cast, including

Narina Grigorian, Shant Hovhanisian, Ser-

gay Tovmasian, Vrejh Kasoni, Marjan

Avadisyan, Roz Avadisova, Digran Davt-

ian, Nanor Patrosian, Avalian Adamian and

Marat Davtian. The film was banned in

Turkey due to interference from Azerbai-

jan’s government.

DTLA Film Festival Features Its First Armenian Film

Film Scholar Zareh
Arevshatian to give
talk about Armenians
of Hollywood

Glendale, CA – Abril Bookstore's AR-

MENIAN FILM SOCIETY will present a

special illustrated talk by UCLA film-

scholar and archivist ZAREH

AREVSHATIAN titled, ARMENIANS

OF HOLLYWOOD on FRIDAY, NO-

VEMBER 1, 2019 at 7:30pm at ABRIL

BOOKSTORE - 415 E. Broadway, Glen-

dale, CA. Admission is free for Armen-

ian Film Society members. Temporary

passes available for the general public.

Call (818) 243-4112 for more information.

Armenians have been active in Hol-

lywood since the early 1900s. Today,

everyone is familiar with Rouben

Mamoulian, Mike Connors, Cher, and a

few others, but most don’t know that in

1922 actor Nikita Balief (Mkrtych Balian)

came to the United States and revolu-

tionized the industry in more ways than

one. Since then, Armenians have entered

the Hollywood work force not only as ac-

tors but also as behind-the-scenes and

award-winning crafts persons such as

studio executives, producers, cinematog-

raphers, casting agents, graphic artists,

costume designers, editors, animators,

visual effect specialists, and screenwrit-

ers.

This presentation will look at the con-

tributions made by Armenians through-

out the history of Hollywood including

the first Armenian-language film made

in America and the first-ever Hollywood

film containing Armenian dialogue. An

evening of fun and enjoyable discoveries

that will provide you with plenty of in-

formation to impress your friends at par-

ties.

ZAREH AREVSHATIAN is a Los An-

geles-based film scholar and archivist

He has worked for the American Film In-

stitute and has been the Media Coordi-

nator of the Department of Film &

Television at UCLA since 1993.

Presented by the Armenian Film Foun-
dation and Abril Bookstore.
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The most recent meeting between the

Armenian Prime Minister Nikol

Pashinyan and Azerbaijan’s President

Ilham Aliyev to find a peaceful solution

to the Nagorno Karabakh conflict took

place in Vienna, where the Armenian

side suggested involving Karabakh in

negotiations process. Later on, in Baku,

Aliyev declared that Armenia should re-

turn the ‘Azerbaijani’ territories, or oth-

erwise, war is inevitable. The response to

this declaration was given by RA’s Min-

ister of Defense, David Tonoyan: “New

war, new territories”. 

Dear readers, let us assume that the

government of Karabakh is finally in-

volved in the negotiations process and its

representatives agree to return the

Karabakh and its surrounding territories

to Azerbaijan, who would in turn be

granting them extensive rights of auton-

omy. What do you think? Will Azerbai-

jani state and the Azerbaijanis’ attitude

towards Armenia, Karabakh and the Ar-

menians become, if not amicable then at

least non-hostile? Of course, not. Why? I

suggest making this question a topic for

our conversation. 

Everyone knows that Armenophobia

has become the norm in life of the Azer-

baijani society. Initially this was done by

the government to motivate its soldiers

during the Artsakh war. It’s not a secret

that in the case of equal military strength,

the deciding factor becomes the role of

soldiers in trenches, their tanks and the

officers firing the cannons. Dramatic con-

firmation of this was the fantastic hero-

ism of the Armenian soldiers and officers

during the 4-day war of April, 2016. The

Azerbaijani government was convinced

yet again, that the Armenian soldiers’

motivation is much more powerful than

that of Azeris’.  At the same time,

Aliyev’s clan started to realize that it

might lose not only its power, but also

the policy, because of a simple reason: the

average citizen of Azerbaijan will finally

ask himself/herself: “We have petrol, we

have gas, hospitable climate and good

quality agricultural lands, but we have a

low standard of living. Why?” Naturally,

people will start to express strong disap-

proval of their government, which might

even lead to a tragic end of the state. In

this situation there is only one way-out

for Azerbaijani government: to portray

the reason for low standard of living as a

result of externalities, that is, the unset-

tled conflict of Karabakh. Moreover, I in-

sist, that they use the same method to

mislead the world public opinion, cover-

ing up the real reasons for their Armeno-

phobia. I’ll try to vindicate my assertion.

It’s well known that Azerbaijanis as a na-

tion don’t have their own cultural wealth

– national alphabet, national architecture,

national theological philosophy, national

spiritual music, etc. – that would com-

plement activities of a traditional state in-

stitution and would become a cultural

and spiritual base for creation of a na-

tional state.           

Musavat Azerbaijan, the ex-Azerbai-

jan SSR, modern Republic of Azerbaijan,

as well as artificially created by Bolshe-

viks nation called «Azerbaijanis» are po-

litical entities, because they are cut off

from their real ethnic roots, and, as a re-

sult, don’t have any spiritual and cultural

state-establishing “entity”.  And this is

when almost all their neighbors – Arme-

nians, Georgians and Persians – have cre-

ated the “state” format through the

development that is clearly enshrined in

history. And if Azerbaijanis were feeling

comfortable while being “Soviet people”,

today they are in hysterics denying the

fact that Bolsheviks cut off their ethnic

roots, thus artificially making them sep-

arate a nation. It’s becoming increasingly

clear that Azerbaijani government needs

Armenophobia as the only state-estab-

lishing “value” that can unite the Az-

ereris. And it’s the reason why this is

done at the national level, penetrating

into schoolbooks and even kinder-

gartens. On the other hand, the same

government needs Armenophobia to

control social discontent, directing its en-

ergy to external factors. If anyone thinks

that Aliyev is a fool proclaiming that Ar-

menia is ‘Western Azerbaijan’ and that

Yerevan is the capital of an Azerbaijani

city, then he or she doesn’t realize the

well-thought-out guile of it. In under-

standing that the Republic of Azerbaijan

as a national state, is nothing but a polit-

ical entity, as it does not have a historical

or cultural precedent, Aliyev makes all

the efforts to imprint Armenophobia in

the minds of his countrymen 1) on a

long-term basis, 2) in their emotions and

3) even knowing that it doesn’t have any

relation to Karabakh conflict. In other

words, Armenophobia is related to

Karabakh conflict indirectly and will live

in case of any scenario of the conflict set-

tlement. As have already been men-

tioned, on one hand, the goal is to use

Armenophobia as a state-establishing

“material” for Azerbaijani society, on the

other hand, to make Azerbaijanis an old

nation, taking credit for most part of the

cultural heritage of Armenians, thus en-

abling future generations to lend credi-

bility to state-establishing “material” of

Azerbaijani society by the cultural her-

itage stolen from others. (Let me bring an

example, which will explain Azerbaijanis

national characteristics - eager for thiev-

ery. They have a family celebration called

“sfta”, devoted to celebration of the first

theft of each baby boy of the family).   

Age-old question – “What to do?”

However strange it may sound, the res-

cue was provided by OSCE Minsk

Group, which suggested that RA and AR

leaders prepare their people to peace.

Question: “What can prove that Azerbai-

jan is following this recommendation?” I

myself will start to believe to this, when

I’m really sure that the neighbor country

has stopped its Armenophobia. The first

step to this could be returning the mur-

derer Ramil Safarov to the Hungarian

prison, where from he was literally sold

to Azerbaijan. In other words, there is a

window of opportunity for Azerbaijan’s

government to stop its Armenophobia in

Azerbaijani society, which means enact-

ing a statute violation of which will be

punishable by law. We, on our behalf,

should do the same. Some people could

say that there is no anthropophobia in

the Armenian society, especially on a

state level. I do agree, all the better! Then

let the Azerbaijanis come to Armenia as

tourists, let mutual cultural, sport, scien-

tific and other events take place, let

everything be human and coherent. 

I always wanted to understand the

logic, based on which it could be possi-

ble to link the issue of Azerbaijan’s terri-

torial integrity and that of

Nagorno-Karabakh, since the latter had

broken free of Soviet Azerbaijan earlier

than Soviet Azerbaijan broke free from

Soviet Union, using the same laws and

rights.  Hence, one can clearly register

the following: if Karabakh occupation is

a means for Azerbaijani government to

feed its own ambitions, then Karabakh

defense is a means for physical existence

for the Karabakh people. Undoubtedly,

this means that all the killed and injured

people of Armenian-Azerbaijanian con-

frontation are, in fact, victims of Azerbai-

jani government’s Armenophobia and

idiotic ambitions. What did Azerbaijani

soldiers do, when they invaded NK vil-

lage of Talish? They cut off the heads of

the elderly, who weren’t able to leave the

village because of age or illness. Were

those old people dangerous to the Azeri

army? Of course, not! The reason for the

wanton murder of Armenians is, first of

all, Azerbaijanis’ Armenophobia - the

civilizational defect of the so called “na-

tion”.  

Hero of the Armenian society is

Robert Abajyan (4-day war of April,

2016), who defended his land until the

last bullet rounds, while staying in the

trenches all alone. In realizing this, the

Azeris became “braver” and attacked

and Robert, using the last bomb, ex-

ploded himself and the attacking enemy.

This is the Armenian morality and brav-

ery. The Hero of the Azerbaijani side is

Ramil Safarov, who butchered an Ar-

menian officer, Gurgen Margaryan not

on the battlefield, but while sleeping in a

hotel room in the center of Europe. And

this is the Azerbaijanian “morality and

bravery”. From a civilized viewpoint the

cultural level of Azerbaijani society and

social consciousness don’t allow them to

understand that Safarov is a coward

sonofabitch, and they are even, my God,

proud of his behavior. How else can this

be called if not a civilizational defect.    

I think it is time to leave the political

correctness aside and draw the world’s

attention to the state of mind and sensi-

tivities of the Azerbaijani society seen

through the lens of civilization and reach

the OSCE Minsk Group members’ sug-

gestion that while carrying out their mis-

sion they should take into consideration

the Azeris’ level of “civilization” which

refuses even to contemplate that

Nagorno-Karabakh could be part of the

Republic of Azerbaijan.  

And finally, I would like to address to

the Americans, Russians, French, Ger-

mans, … the UN, PACE: What you don’t

you understand is that as long as Ar-

menophobia exists in Azerbaijan at a

state level, the Karabakh conflict can’t be

settled, and that means we, Armenians,

have to choose between waging war or

being victims of genocide.  Which do you

recommend? War or genocide? 

Armenophobia:
War or Genocide?

By GREG ORYAN

NAASR Will Host
Grand Opening of New

World Headquarters
New Sculpture by Michael

Aram to Be Unveiled

BELMONT, MA -  On Friday, Novem-
ber 1, 2019, the National Association for
Armenian Studies and Research will host
the Grand Opening and Ribbon Cutting of
its spectacular, new, state-of-the-art global
headquarters, named after Vartan Grego-
rian, President of the philanthropic founda-
tion Carnegie Corporation of New York. The
new building’s official name will be the
NAASR Vartan Gregorian Building, ful-
filling the request of the building’s princi-
pal benefactors, Edward and Pamela
Avedisian of Lexington, MA.

The public is invited to attend the cere-
mony from 4 to 7 pm, at 395 Concord Av-
enue, Belmont, MA. This historic event is
the result of a national campaign to build a
prosperous future for Armenian Studies
and will celebrate NAASR’s 65 years of
achievement and mark a new era as
NAASR looks toward the future and wel-
comes the next generation.

Featured at the Grand Opening will be
the unveiling of a site-specific sculpture that
was donated by world-renowned Armenian-
American artist, Michael Aram. His sculp-
ture is an interpretation of a traditional
Armenian symbol of eternity, or “Are-
vakhatch.”

Vartan Gregorian will be present along
with the Avedisians, and David Ignatius,
Washington Post columnist and novelist,
who will be the master of ceremonies for the
NAASR Gala the following evening on No-
vember 2, which is already sold out.

Also featured at the Grand Opening will
be Ara Krafian, CEO of Symmes, Maini &
McKee Associates of Cambridge, the archi-
tectural, design and engineering firm for the
project; as well as Janet Ceddia, President of
Altair Construction of Newton, the general
contractor. 

“We invite everyone to attend our
Grand Opening,” said NAASR Chairman
of the Board Yervant Chekijian, who will
serve as master of ceremonies at the open-
ing, which will also include a blessing of the
building from local clergy. Many other local
and national people of note will be in atten-
dance, and Governor Baker has been invited
to speak.

“We are sincerely grateful to all of the
extremely generous and talented people who
made our vision a reality. This building is
NAASR’s gift to future generations,” said
Chekijian.

The ribbon cutting will be followed by
tours of the building through many of its
public spaces, as well as NAASR’s rare book
Mardigian Library, one of the top five Ar-
menian libraries open to the public in the di-
aspora, with some holdings dating to the
1600s, and rare periodicals dating to the
1800s, as well as the unique personal
archives of prominent scholars, early Ar-
menian-Americans, and religious leaders.

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
has given full support with a capital grant
from the Massachusetts Cultural Council’s
Cultural Facilities Fund and MassDevelop-
ment of $225,000 awarded in 2017, for in-
stallation of an elevator, other accessibility
features, and fire suppression.
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October 19, 2019 – Yerevan, Armenia –

The fourth annual Aurora Prize for Awak-

ening Humanity was awarded today to

Mirza Dinnayi, Co-Founder and Director of

Luftbrücke Irak (Air Bridge Iraq). Driven

by his passion to save lives, the Yazidi ac-

tivist has found a way to overcome numer-

ous bureaucratic and logistic obstacles to

help the most vulnerable members of the

Yazidi community during numerous con-

flicts in Syria and Iraq. He was named the

2019 Aurora Laureate at the Ceremony in

Yerevan that was held during the Aurora

Forum. The Aurora Prize is granted by the

Aurora Humanitarian Initiative on behalf

of the survivors of the Armenian Genocide

and in gratitude to their saviors.

Tom Catena, Aurora Humanitarian Ini-

tiative Chair and 2017 Aurora Prize Laure-

ate, praised the 2019 Aurora Prize Laureate

Mirza Dinnayi by saying: “What makes

Mirza Dinnayi an outstanding human

being is the fact he couldn’t live in good

conscience knowing that good people are

left behind, that the innocent are suffering.

Trying to help others while facing an un-

speakable evil can be challenging and frus-

trating, but he never wavered. I am

delighted to congratulate Mirza Dinnayi

with being awarded with the Prize and

welcome him to the Aurora family.”

As the 2019 Aurora Prize Laureate,

Mirza Dinnayi will receive a $1,000,000

grant, through which he is given the op-

portunity to continue the cycle of giving by

supporting organizations that have in-

spired his work. He has chosen to donate

the funds to three organizations that pro-

vide medical care and rehabilitation to vic-

tims of ISIS terror: 

• Air Bridge Iraq;

• SEED Foundation;

• Shai Fund.

Vartan Gregorian, Co-Founder of the

Aurora Prize and Member of the Selection

Committee, added: “The Aurora Humani-

tarian Initiative empowers those who risk

everything for the sake of others and show

extraordinary courage and conviction in

situations of adversity, and Mirza Dinnayi

is a perfect example of that. He embodies

the power of compassion, of personal com-

mitment, of a burning desire to save lives.

As one of the Aurora Co-Founders and a

member of the Selection Committee, I am

very proud that our shared vision has

helped showcase the work of Mirza Din-

nayi, who now, without doubt, will be able

to achieve even more.”

Working on behalf of the Yazidi com-

munity, Mirza Dinnayi has dedicated his

whole life to saving the victims of the Iraq

war, evacuating women and children from

territories controlled by ISIS and providing

those tortured and violated with rehabilita-

tion and support. It was Dinnayi who

brought to Germany the future Sakharov

Prize Laureate Lamya Haji Bashar. Today,

she is a renowned human rights activist

and has one of Aurora’s scholarships

named after her.

Leading international humanitarian fig-

ures and Aurora Prize Selection Committee

members, including Nobel Laureates Shirin

Ebadi and Leymah Gbowee; former presi-

dent of Ireland Mary Robinson; former for-

eign minister of Australia and President

Emeritus of the International Crisis Group

Gareth Evans; former president of Mexico

Ernesto Zedillo and Director of the Institute

of Global Health Innovation at Imperial

College London and Chair of the Aurora

Prize Selection Committee Lord Ara Darzi

gathered in Armenia to attend the inaugu-

ral Aurora Forum and celebrate the 2019

Aurora Prize Laureate.

Previous Aurora Prize Laureates in-

clude several noted international humani-

tarians – Burundian activist Marguerite

Barankitse (2016), American physician and

missionary Dr. Tom Catena (2017) and Ro-

hingya lawyer and human rights cam-

paigner Kyaw Hla Aung (2018).

Nobel Prize Laureate and a member of

the Aurora Prize Selection Committee

Leymah Gbowee commented: “The very

name of the Aurore Prize for Awakening

Humanity contains the most important

message of this unique award. Right now,

the world feels the need for humanity to

rise and for people to step up. Mirza Din-

nayi, whose courage and selflessness are a

credit to his people, is doing just that: tak-

ing care of women and children, who suffer

the most in a conflict situation, and putting

himself at risk to save others. What an out-

standing humanitarian.”

The Aurora Humanitarian Initiative

also honored the contributions of the other

two 2019 Aurora Humanitarians who re-

ceived a $50,000 grant each: Zannah Bukar

Mustapha, Director and Founder of Future

Prowess Islamic Foundation in Nigeria,

and Huda Al-Sarari, Yemeni lawyer and ac-

tivist.

The 2019 Aurora Prize Ceremony was

part of the Aurora Forum, held in Armenia

on October 14–21, 2019 and convening

thought leaders and change-makers from

across the world to share knowledge, per-

spective and ideas, which together can de-

liver practical action and change. The

Forum far-reaching agenda is driven by

partner institutions with a shared commit-

ment to address global challenges and local

development.

***

The Aurora Humanitarian Initiative is

represented by three organizations – Au-

rora Humanitarian Initiative Foundation,

Inc. (New York, USA), the 100 Lives Foun-

dation (Geneva, Switzerland) and the IDeA

Foundation (Yerevan, Armenia). 

Further information is available at
www.auroraprize.com

2019 Aurora Prize Laureate announced as
Yazidi activist Mirza Dinnayi
Aurora honors the Yazidi activist for rescuing more than 1,500 victims of terror and
rehabilitating hundreds of ex-ISIS sex slaves

Under the auspices of the Diocesan Pri-

mate Archbishop Hovnan Derderian, the

Agape Circle of the Western Diocese hosted

its 6th Anniversary Luncheon at the Cast-

away Restaurant on Thursday, October, 17,

2019. Graciously hosted by Mrs. Sato

Yessayan, the sold-out event was attended

by more than 300 friends, supporters, and

donors. 

Among the dignitaries in attendance

was The Honorable Vartan Gharpetian,

Councilmember of the City of Glendale. 

Following a silent auction, welcoming

remarks were delivered by Mrs. Armine

Bedrossian and Mrs. Peggy Kankababian,

Co-Chairs of the Luncheon Organizing

Committee.

The keynote speaker at the function

was the world-renowned Thomas C. Lee,

M.D., Director of the Vision Center at Chil-

dren’s Hospital Los Angeles and Associate

Professor of Ophthalmology at USC’s Keck

School of Medicine. Dr. Lee reflected on his

collaboration with the Armenian Eye Care

Project, which he joined in 2009, on a mis-

sion to Yerevan to help diagnose and treat

an alarmingly high rate of Retinopathy of

Prematurity (ROP), a complex and aggres-

sive blinding disease that was affecting one

third of Armenian premature infants.

The audience viewed a presentation

highlighting the outstanding contribution

of Mrs. Marlene Yerevanian to the orphan-

age of Our Lady of Armenia in Gyumri.  In

recognition of her selfless and God-pleas-

ing deeds, Mrs. Yerevanian was honored by

the women of the Agape Circle, receiving

the Heart of Agape Award.

In her remarks, Mrs. Alice Chakrian,

Chairlady, reflected on the history of the

Agape Circle and its noble mission of to

reaching out to the community of Los An-

geles by supporting such venerable institu-

tions as Children’s Hospital Los Angeles,

the Young Women’s Christian Association

(YWCA) of Glendale, and the Starkey

Hearing Foundation. Mrs. Chakrian high-

lighted accomplishments and the upcom-

ing projects of the Agape Circle. In

continuing Agape Circle’s rich tradition of

humanitarian assistance, Mrs. Chakrian

presented a $10,000 check to Mrs. Tara Pe-

terson, Executive Director of the YWCA

Glendale for the renovation of the Women’s

Shelter Garden Renovation.

A panel discussion moderated by Mrs.

Eileen Keusseyan was held. Featuring Clin-

ical Psychologist Dr. Lisa Arslanian, Li-

censed Marriage and Family Therapist

Nora Chitilian-Kalachian, Doctor of Den-

tistry Dr. Stella Baghdasarian and Certified

Health Coach and Personal Trainer Aida

Torosyan, the theme of the discussion was

“What Women Really Want to Talk About.”

In his remarks, Archbishop Derderian

reflected on the noble mission of the Agape

Circle. “With the formation of the Agape

Circle of the Western Diocese in 2015, the

outreach programs and social services of

the church have been elevate to a new level,

mobilizing all the segments of the commu-

nity in mission partnership.

God brought our community together

by virtue of Agape Circle’s philanthropic

endeavors, instilling the powerful but, in

the meantime, beautiful grace of giving.

With much gratitude, today we honor

those institutions and individuals, who

chose us as their missionary partners in

sowing the good seeds of charity and giv-

ing.”

His Eminence expressed his whole-

hearted gratitude to the Agape Circle of the

Western Diocese, chaired by Mrs. Alice

Chakrian, the event’s honoree Mrs. Mar-

lene Yerevanian, the keynote speaker Dr.

Thomas Lee and the members of the panel

for their guidance and insight.   

The event concluded with the Primate’s

prayer.



AGAPE CIRCLE HOSTS 6TH ANNUAL LUNCHEON ARPA Institute
Invention Competition

Awards ceremony

We are happy to inform you that

the ARPA Institute Invention Com-

petition Awards ceremony was suc-

cessfully held on October 2, 2019 at

2:00 pm in the Yerevan State Univer-

sity (YSU), the hall of the Academic

Council. Present were the Honorable

Minister of Ed., Sc., Culture and

Sports, Mr. Arayik harutyunyan, the

Honorable Minister of Hightech In-

dustry, Mr. Hakob Arshakyan, the

YSU Rector, Dr. Gegham Gevorkyan,

as well as over 60 young scientists,

advisors and guests. Each partici-

pant received a certificate of partici-

pation and the winning teams

received certificates and monetary

awards: The first place winner re-

ceived $2000, second $1000, third

$600 and fourth $400: There were

two second place winners. You can

view the video of the ceremony in

the link below:

https://youtu.be/bBKEMB-

SroU0

The ARPA Institute Invention

Competition for the year 2020 is now

officially open. For information on

how to participate and learn about

the requirements, please view the

ARPA Institute webpage at

http://www.arpainstitute.org

The ARPA Institute
Board of Directors
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Featuring Grammy-nominated, 
world-renowned soprano
ISABEL BAYRAKDARIAN with 
guest musicians from UC Santa Barbara, 
Los Angeles, and Fresno, with Anna Hamre 
conducting the Fresno Coro Vox Aeterna

Tickets: $ , $ 0, $ 0
For more information and reservations kindly call 
Diocesan office at (818) 55 -7474

Soprano Isabel Bayrakdarian & Friends: A 
Musical Celebration of Gomidas @150

Featuring works by Armenian composer, ethnomusicologist, researcher, 
and conductor Gomidas Vartabed

On Sunday, NOVEMBER 10, 2019 at 6 pm

At St. Leon Armenian Cathedral
3325 N. Glenoaks Blvd., Burbank, CA 91504

“Zvartnots” Cultural Committee
Under the auspices of His Eminence Archbishop Hovnan Derderian, Primate 

Invites you to
A CONCERT

THE WESTERN DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH 
OF NORTH AMERICA

YEREVAN, OCTOBER 22, ARMEN-

PRESS. Armenian PM Nikol Pashinyan ex-

tended congratulations to Canadian

counterpart Justin Trudeau on the latter’s

electoral victory.

“Congratulations to Justin Trudeau on

his electoral victory. Looking forward to

continue building on our strong friendship

and partnership for the benefit of our two

countries”, Pashinyan tweeted.

“I am very happy that my good friend

Justin Trudeau won in the elections and

will continue leading the friendly Canada.

My best wishes, dear Justin,” Pashinyan

said in a separate Facebook post, sharing a

selfie with the Canadian PM from the year

before. Trudeau’s Liberal Party won in the

parliamentary elections in Canada, how-

ever it won’t be able to form a majority gov-

ernment according to the polls.

Pashinyan offers congratulations to ‘good friend’
Trudeau on electoral victory

YEREVAN, OCTOBER 22, ARMEN-

PRESS. An imported measles case has been

detected in Armenia on October 21, the

healthcare ministry told Armenpress.

The lab test confirmed the disease in a

person who arrived in Armenia from Rus-

sia on October 6.

On October 21 the person started expe-

riencing fever and on October 21 rash ap-

peared on the body. The patient visited

hospital on October 20, was tested for

measles and the result was positive.

The ministry reminds that the situation

in Armenia in terms of measles is stable,

however from the beginning of the year

seven imported cases of measles have been

registered in the country.

The ministry urges all those not having

been vaccinated for measles to do so be-

cause vaccination is the only preventive

measure.



Imported measles case detected in Armenia
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