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A PUBLICATION OF ARMENIAN DEMOCRATIC LIBERAL PARTY, WESTERN DISTRICT COMMITTEE OF THE UNITED STATES

Thursday, November 28, 2019
Vol. 97, #46

ARMENIAN ASSEMBLY OF AMERICA COMMENDS
MENENDEZ & CRUZ FOR PRESSING PASSAGE OF

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE RESOLUTION
SENATOR MENENDEZ VOWS

NOT TO RELENT
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Today, Senate Foreign Relations Committee Ranking Member

Robert Menendez (D-NJ) requested unanimous consent to pass S.Res.150, and was joined

by the lead Republican on the bill, Senator Ted Cruz (R-TX), reported the Armenian As-

sembly of America (Assembly). Introduced in April, the bill enjoys the bipartisan support

of 28 Senators.

“We commend Senators Menendez and Cruz for their bipartisan efforts to bring S. Res.

150 to the Senate floor. Senator Menendez, in recalling the U.S. diplomatic efforts to help

the Armenian people at the time, also highlighted the overwhelming approval of a simi-

lar measure last month in the House of Representatives by a vote of 405 to 11. Senator Cruz

stated that the Armenian Genocide is a fact and, with respect to Turkey, noted that friends

and allies can speak the truth,” stated Assembly Executive Director Bryan Ardouny. 

Regrettably, the request for unanimous consent was objected to by Senator David Per-

due (R-GA).

After this latest development, Sen. Menendez vowed not to relent, and to continue

fighting until the Senate adopts the Armenian Genocide resolution.

“The objection by one Senator claiming that now is not the time to consider S. Res. 150

rings hollow. It is always the right time to shine a light on crimes against humanity and

speak the truth,” Ardouny continued. “We urge the Senate to act and join the House of

Representatives’ overwhelming and historic bipartisan vote standing up against genocide

denial.”

Many were perplexed and outraged

when, right after clashing with Turkish

President Recep Tayyip Erdoan in a

heated Oval Office meeting on Nov. 13,

Republican Sen. Lindsey Graham hurried

back to the Senate floor and did some-

thing that likely delighted Erdoan. Gra-

ham blocked a resolution that would have

formally recognized Turkey's genocide of

the Armenian people.

Behind the scenes: Graham had just

scolded Erdoan over his invasion of

Syria and attacks on the Kurds, according

to sources in the room.

As we reported at the time, Erdogan

pulled out his iPad and showed the Oval

Office group a propaganda video depict-

ing the leader of the primarily Kurdish

Syrian Democratic Forces as a terrorist.

The South Carolina Republican then

chided him over the clip. "Well, do you

want me to go get the Kurds to make one

about what you've done?" he said.

What happened next, which has not

been previously reported: As Graham was

leaving the Oval Office, senior White

House staff asked him to return to the

Senate and block the Armenian genocide

resolution — a measure that would have

infuriated Erdoan.

Graham confirmed this in a phone in-

terview on Saturday.

"After the meeting, we kind of hud-

dled up and talked about what hap-

pened," he said. A White House legislative

affairs official told Graham that Bob

Menendez (D-N.J.) was going to bring up

his Armenian genocide resolution and

asked if Graham could "please object."

"I said sure," Graham said. "The only

reason I did it is because he [Erdoan]

was still in town. ... That would've been

poor timing. I'm trying to salvage the re-

lationship if possible."

Asked whether he felt uncomfortable

blocking the Armenian genocide resolu-

tion, Graham replied: "Yeah. Because I like

Bob [Menendez]. He's been working on

this for years, but I did think with the

president of Turkey in town that was

probably more than the market would

bear."

"I'm not going to object next time,"

Graham added.

The "next time" happened last week.

Menendez and his Republican Senate col-

league Ted Cruz introduced the Armen-

ian genocide resolution again. This time,

the White House asked another Republi-

can Senate ally, David Perdue, to block it.

"Senator Perdue objected due to con-

cerns that passage of the resolution would

jeopardize the sensitive negotiations

going on in the region with Turkey and

other allies," said a Perdue spokesperson.

The big picture: The Trump adminis-

tration is pushing Turkey to give up its

Russian-made S-400 air defense system.

While they're negotiating, they're trying

to block Congress from calling out

Turkey’s human rights atrocities.

Trump has also been reluctant to sign

legislation — which Congress passed

with overwhelming bipartisan majorities

— to punish China for its repression of

Hong Kong. Trump tells aides he wants to

get a trade deal first.

But Trump will probably have no

choice but to sign the Hong Kong Human

Rights and Democracy Act. As Sen. Cruz

said, Congress has enough votes to over-

ride a presidential veto.

www.axios.com

Scoop: White House directed block of
Armenian genocide resolution

Erdoan listens to translators as he meets with Trump and senators in the Oval Office,
Nov. 13. Photo: Alex Wong/Getty Images

Telethon 2019 - the live 10
hour internationally televised
program will air on Thanks-
giving Day, November 28,

2019 from 10am to 8pm PT.
The first four hours of the

program will be coming live
from Yerevan, Armenia!

Please check the television
channel lineup to watch in
your city/region. The entire
telethon will stream live on

the internet at
www.ArmeniaFund.org

and on Facebook.com/Arme-
niaFund -- enabling you to

watch the show wherever you
may be!

Telethon 2019
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Laura McKenzie to
Emcee 2nd Annual
Armenian American
Museum Gala

Glendale, CA (November 22, 2019) –
The Armenian American Museum and
Cultural Center of California has an-
nounced that award-winning television
personality and Emmy nominated travel
host Laura McKenzie will serve as the
Master of Ceremonies at their 2nd An-
nual Gala. The highly anticipated sold-
out event will be held on Sunday,
December 8, 2019 at The Beverly Hilton
in Beverly Hills, California.

“I am so excited to host the 2nd An-
nual Armenian American Museum Gala
as the Master of Ceremonies for the
evening,” stated Laura McKenzie. “It is
an honor to be part of a project that will
celebrate and preserve the rich culture,
heritage, and history of the Armenian
people for generations to come.”

Laura McKenzie is an award-win-
ning television host, actress, writer, pro-
ducer, and director. McKenzie has
starred in numerous TV shows, specials,
motion pictures, and commercials. She
has received dozens of awards including
two Emmy nominations and a Gracie
Award for her syndicated television se-
ries, “Laura McKenzie’s Traveler,”
which featured a widely watched episode
on Armenia.

McKenzie has written and produced
hundreds of episodes of television, in-
cluding 42 home videos on travel, plus
travel series for the Discovery Channel,
ESPN, and Travel Channel. She co-
hosted “World’s Funniest Moments”
and 10 seasons of “American Adven-
turer” with Erik Estrada, with whom she
reunites for the annual Hollywood
Christmas Parade benefiting Toys for
Tots. She produces the syndicated series
“Elizabeth Stanton’s Great Big World”
and is co-hosting “The 2019 Christmas
Caroler Challenge” series with Dean
Cain for the CW Network. She also Ex-
ecutive produces the Emmy nominated
sitcom “This Just In!” for POP-TV and
six drama series for Popstar!TV cur-
rently being filmed in Armenia.

Hundreds of supporters, community
leaders, and public officials are expected
to attend the 2nd Annual Armenian
American Museum Gala on Sunday, De-
cember 8, 2019. The signature event of
the year will celebrate and support the
landmark project as it approaches its his-
toric groundbreaking year.

The distinguished honorees of the 2nd
Annual Gala include former U.S. Secre-
tary of Navy and Assistant Secretary of
Defense Paul R. Ignatius, Los Angeles
County Supervisor Kathryn Barger, and
Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck Senior
Partner Kenneth L. Khachigian.

For more information on the 2nd An-
nual Gala, visit www.AAMGala.org or
call (818) 644-2073.

Watertown, Mass.- The management of

Tekeyan Cultural Association’s “Dr. Nubar

Berberian Trust Fund” has announced the names

of Armenian students awarded in 2019 for their

academic studies . They are:

Yearboro Marianna, of Sioux Falls, South

Dakota,   University of Montana      

Political Science (focus on Public Law and

American Government) and Philosophy 

Senior, Graduating 2022

Mouradian Hagop, of Lansing, Michigan,

Michigan State University, College of Law. Focus on Interna-

tional Law

Jendian  Joshua, of Fresno, CA,  California State University,

Sacramento

Senior, graduating 2021

B.A. degree in Political Science & Minor in Economics  

Noted journalist and Armenian activist Dr.

Nubar Berberian passed away on November 23,

2016. His estate has bequeathed to the Tekeyan

Cultural Association, Inc.. The Board of Directors

of TCA decided to establish the irrevocable “ Dr.

Nubar Berberian Trust Fund” and accomplish his

will by publishing a book of his Armenian lan-

guage articles and editorials and use yearly inter-

ests to give awards to college students of

Armenian descent who major in either Interna-

tional Law or Political Science. This year was the

second award.                                                                                                                        

To apply for 2020 awards, please email your request to

TCADirector@Aol.com.

TCA Central Board of Directors,
November 18, 2019

2019 TCA Dr. Nubar Bereberian Trust Fund Awards

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Speaking at the

Ninth Annual St. Andrew’s Human Rights

and Religious Freedom Reception on Capi-

tol Hill, Director of the Program on Peace-

building and Rights at Columbia

University’s Institute for the Study of

Human Rights David L. Phillips addressed

the subject of “Turkey’s Targeting of Ethnic

and Religious Minorities in Syria,” reported

the Armenian Assembly of America (As-

sembly).

“I want to thank David for coming and

taking part in this event. His outstanding

scholarship in this area and his experience

as a practitioner of diplomacy and foreign

policy is well-documented,” Congressman

John Sarbanes (D-MD) said in his welcome

statement.

Honorary hosts of the reception include

the House Committee on Foreign Affairs

Chairman Eliot Engel (D-NY) and Ranking

Member Michael McCaul (R-TX); Helsinki

Commission Chairman Alcee L. Hastings

(D-FL), Co-Chairman Senator Roger F.

Wicker (R-MS), and former Chairman Sen-

ator Ben Cardin (D-MD); Hellenic Caucus

Co-Chairs Gus Bilirakis (R-FL), Carolyn

Maloney (D-NY), and John Sarbanes (D-

MD); Tom Lantos Human Rights Commis-

sion Co-Chairman James P. McGovern

(D-MA); and International Religious Free-

dom Caucus Co-Chairs Juan Vargas (D-

CA) and Bilirakis. 

“Instead of placating Turkey, U.S. offi-

cials should reject Erdogan’s war-monger-

ing and genocide denial,” Phillips said.

“The victims of Turkey’s past and present

genocide cry out for justice.”

Citing the devastating attack last week

in Deir el-Zor where Turkish-backed forces

executed Father Hovsep Bedoyan, the Pas-

tor of the Armenian Catholic community of

Qamishli, and his father while they were on

their way to inspect the Armenian Catholic

Church in the city, Phillips illustrated that

“Turkey’s invasion has put Syria’s Chris-

tians at-risk.”

Philips shared other examples of at-

tacks on Christians in the area. He noted

that in 2014 the Armenian Christian town

of Kessab in northwest Syria was attacked

by jihadists with support from the Turkish

military and that the attacks were launched

from Turkish territory, resulting in 675 fam-

ilies being uprooted, 15 families taken

hostage, and 3 Armenian churches dam-

aged and desecrated.

Phillips explained at the congressional

event that Turkey has been a lifeline for

ISIS, and has continued the genocidal poli-

cies of the Ottoman Empire by openly sup-

porting jihadist terrorism. Some of the

Christians targeted in northern Syria in-

clude Armenians and Assyrians whose an-

cestors survived the Armenian Genocide at

the beginning of the 20th century, and are

themselves experiencing the same type of

ethnic cleansing today by Turkey and ISIS.

He pointed out that Turkish-backed Is-

lamists has been targeting “apostates” –

Shiites, Kurds, Yezidis, and Christians in

Syria and Iraq – over the past five years.

“Mosul’s 60,000 Christians were exe-

cuted, displaced, or trafficked as sex slaves.

The same fate befell Christians in the Nin-

eveh Plains and northern Syria. ISIS con-

verted ancient churches into mosques,

madrassas, and prisons. They tore down

crosses and used chisels to deface tomb-

stones in church graveyards,” Phillips said.

“Christian churches and institutions, in-

cluding schools and hospitals, were de-

stroyed by Turkish–backed militias. ISIS

execution videos showed the beheading of

priests and community leaders, which in-

cluded images of eleven desecrated

churches.”

Phillips also turned to the Christians

under attack within Turkey’s own borders.

“The Armenian and Greek communi-

ties are targeted in Turkey. The Turkish au-

thorities have seized and failed to return

Armenian Church properties. The Turkish

government controlled even the election of

the next Armenian Church leader, the Pa-

triarch, in Turkey,” Phillips remarked. 

Others in the human rights community

have also raised the concerns voiced by

Phillips.

The U.S. Commission on International

Religious Freedom (USCIRF) sounded the

alarm on Patriarch elections in Turkey,

which is scheduled to take place on De-

cember 11, 2019. 

The Assembly has addressed the im-

portance of safety for Christians in Turkey

with the U.S. Department of State and gov-

ernment officials. And in September, the

Assembly held a panel on religious free-

dom in Turkey and the Middle East at its

2019 National Advocacy Conference, with

remarks provided by USCIRF Commis-

sioner Kristina Arriaga.

The Assembly has also been acutely

concerned about the situation of the Ar-

menian community in Syria. Following the

numerous terrorist attacks in northern

Syria supported by Turkish-backed forces,

such as in Qamlishi and Kessab, the As-

sembly has repeatedly called for the United

States to take immediate action to protect

the religious minorities in the region.

“David Phillips has always been a great

friend of the Armenians. In his remarks on

the occasion of the ninth annual St. An-

drew’s Human Rights & Religious Free-

dom Reception, he strongly alluded to all

the war crimes that Turkey, under Erdo-

gan’s dictatorship, has committed, target-

ing different ethnic and religious minorities

in Syria and elsewhere, including the abuse

of human rights and lack of freedom. He

also mentioned how Turkish-backed forces

assassinated the Armenian priest and his

father on November 11th in Deir el-Zor,”

Armenian Assembly of America Board

Member Annie Simonian Totah stated. “We

are very grateful to Congressman John Sar-

banes for sponsoring this annual event

which brings together different Christian

groups and makes sure their voices are

heard.”

In his welcome remarks, Congressman

Sarbanes also acknowledged Armenian As-

sembly Board Member Annie Simonian

Totah as a longtime friend and “an advo-

cate really unrivaled on issues she feels pas-

sionate about.”



TURKEY’S TARGETING OF MINORITIES HIGHLIGHTED ON
CAPITOL HILL
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A Nor’easter with pounding

rain and howling winds did not

prevent more than 60 brave

souls in attending a fascinating

forum on “Western Armenian in

the 21st Century: A Dialogue

About Challenges and New Ap-

proaches.” The panel discussion

was held in the Eastern Prelacy

of the Armenian Church in New

York on October 16. The depart-

ing point of the discussion was

the recent publication by the

SAS of the collective volume

Western Armenian in the 21st

Century: Challenges and New

Approaches, edited by Bedross

Der Matossian and Barlow Der

Mugrdechian. It was presented by the Ar-

menian National Education Committee

(ANEC), the Krikor and Clara Zohrab In-

formation Center, and the Society for Ar-

menian Studies (SAS), with Archbishop

Anoushavan Tanielian, Prelate of the

Eastern Prelacy of the Armenian Apos-

tolic Church, in attendance.

Mary Gulumian, director of ANEC,

welcomed everyone and introduced the

topic and panelists. Dr. Christopher Shek-

lian, director of the Zohrab Information

Center, served as moderator of the dis-

cussion. He began by bringing greetings

from Bishop Daniel Findikyan, Primate of

the Eastern Diocese of the Armenian

Church of America, who he said “is

deeply committed to a problem we all

have to tackle,” and hopes that different

organizations will continue to work to-

gether to address the vitality of Western

Armenian.

The panelists included Dr. Vartan Ma-

tiossian, Executive Director of the Ar-

menian Prelacy and a distinguished

Armenian Studies scholar; Jesse Siragan

Arlen. a Ph.D candidate in Near Eastern

Languages and Cultures at UCLA; and

Gilda Kupelian, director of the Armenian

Studies Department at the Eastern Dio-

cese of the Armenian Church of America.

Dr. Sheklian set things in motion by

asking how Western Armenian can be in-

corporated, and used in daily life, in

every venue, and for all kinds of things.

Not Impossible to Learn Armenian
Dr. Matiossian, born in Uruguay, has

written, taught and been published in

English, Armenian and Spanish for 40

years. He stated that anyone can learn Ar-

menian, and use it daily.

“Our defeatism should be taken away.

It’s important to be proactive,” the

scholar said. “One should not wait to be

taught by someone. It’s necessary to want

to learn the language and make it rele-

vant to daily life.” He also stressed the

importance of producing material for this

purpose.

Gilda Kupelian emphasized the im-

portance of supporting Armenian

schools, their structure and curriculum.

“We have to use strategy. The work has to

be planned, and not done by accident.”

She emphasized that Armenian schools

need financial allocations for resources

and teacher training. One possibility for

a new resource Kupelian suggested was

the creation of “Armenian centers” where

the language could be used in an enjoy-

able, natural environment.

Jesse Arlen stressed three necessary

components: firstly, “CHOICE – Armen-

ian being presented as a beautiful thing,

not for money, but for meaning and

value. Secondly, [Armenian] as a VIR-

TUAL ENTITY, since today’s technology

offers a large number of items on line.

And thirdly, [Armenian] as a PROAC-

TIVE part of our daily lives.”

Importance of Technology
Sheklian pointed out that because of

today’s growing technology, daily news-

papers are no longer the dominant force

they used to be. Therefore, he asked the

panelists to offer specific tools and mate-

rial that can be used today to foster learn-

ing Western Armenian.

Matiossian explained that “our insti-

tutions need to develop any kind of pub-

lications for those over the age of eight.

Things should be contemporary,” he said,

adding as example the recent seven-vol-

ume Western Armenian translation of the

“Chronicles of Narnia.” He recalled that

when the Eastern Armenian translation of

“Harry Potter” came out in Armenia, the

kids there went crazy with excitement.”

Jesse Arlen continued with this theme

saying that “Harry Potter” type of books

that resonate with youth are important.

He added that whatever material that is

developed should also try to employ cur-

rent technology that is especially popular

with younger people. He gave the con-

crete example of an Instagram account

“Lsetsink,” (“We heard”), which presents

funny snippets “overheard” by the man-

agers of the account—but in Western Ar-

menian.

Value Needs to Be Intrinsic
The moderator asked about the dif-

ference between valuing or loving the

language as an imposition versus using

the language, adding that, “Its value

needs to be intrinsic. It needs to be used

in daily life.”

Kupelian reaffirmed the need to culti-

vate the intrinsic value of Armenian, say-

ing that the best students in the school

she directs are “those odars married to

Armenians. They want to learn Armen-

ian.” Cultivating this intrinsic value, she

added, requires the support of commu-

nity leadership. Kupelian insisted

parental and community encouragement

to use Western Armenian is crucial for

implanting this desire to learn the lan-

guage.

A lively question and answer session

with the audience followed. In response

to a question about the role of the Repub-

lic in Armenia in fostering Eastern or

Western Armenian, Matiossian said that

“we in the diaspora sold ourselves in the

name of Armenia, and therefore our lack

of sufficient funds is also tied to that con-

cept,” suggesting that the diaspora must

foster the learning of Western Armenian

and support a thriving life in diaspora as

well as in the Republic of Armenia. In

order for this to happen, Matiossian in-

sisted, we need the support of our lead-

ership and we must “put our money

where our mouth is.”

“Absolutely crucial is that the Ar-

menian language be used every single

day,” he stressed strongly in conclusion.

Western Armenian in the 21st Century Panel a Success
Panel Discusses Western Armenian in the 21st Century
By Florence Avakian

A forum titled “Western Armenian in the 21st Century: A Dialogue About Challenges and New
Approaches,” was held in New York on October 16. Panelists included (l-r) doctoral candidate Jesse

Siragan Arlen, Gilda Kupelian, Dr. Vartan Matiossian, and Dr. Christopher Sheklian

ABRIL BOOKSTORE'S MUSIC NIGHTS
presents

ARMENIAN MUSIC OF AMERICA
PRESSED ON 78s

- Round #4 -
PRESENTED BY COLLECTOR:

H. ARAKELIAN

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2019 - 7:30PM
ABRIL BOOKSTORE

415 E. Broadway, Glendale, CA 91205
Suggested Donation $10

For more information, call (818) 243-4112.

Mission Hills, Calif. The Ararat-Eski-

jian Museum is pleased to announce an

upcoming presentation ‘No Place Like

Home’: Ergir and the Ex- Ottoman Ar-

menians in Soviet Armenia, by Aysenur

Korkmaz, a PH.D. researcher at the Uni-

versity of Amsterdam, European studies. 

Sunday, December 08, 2019, 4PM

Ararat-Eskijian Museum/Sheen Chapel

15105 Mission Hills Rd., Mission Hills Ca

91345.

This talk explores spatial attachments

among the ex-Ottoman Armenians who

survived the Armenian genocide and set-

tled in their ‘new homeland’, Soviet Ar-

menia. It addresses the question of how

the refugees dealt with loss and dis-

placement and reflected on their former

hometowns, referred to as ‘Ergir’, a spa-

tial construct denoting a symbolic ‘Ar-

menian homeland’ or a ‘local homeland’

in Anatolia. I argue that the refugees con-

ceptualized Ergir not only in relation to

their expulsion but also the socio-politi-

cal factors that influenced them in Soviet

Armenia in three periods. The first era of

reflection on Ergir was the 1920s and

1930s, replete with nostalgic sentiments.

The second was the suppression of the

theme of Ergir, between 1936-1960, par-

ticularly during political crackdowns in

Stalin’s era. The third period saw the re-

vival of Ergir and marked a new phase in

the conceptualizations of ‘homeland’ in

which the displacement from Anatolia in

1915-1916 and the Stalinist purges have

been enmeshed into one tragedy of the

ex-Ottoman Armenians.

Ayenur Korkmaz is a Ph.D. re-

searcher at the University of Amsterdam,

European Studies. She gained her mas-

ter’s degree at Central European Univer-

sity, Nationalism Studies with honors.

Her main areas of interest are the late Ot-

toman Empire, Soviet Armenia, as well

as anthropological concepts of home-

land, sacralization, and materiality. She

published several articles on the Hamid-

ian Massacres, and the lives of Ottoman

Armenian intellectuals in the nineteenth

century, and the Armenian genocide. Ko-

rkmaz's current doctoral research ex-

plores the post-genocide articulations of

the Armenian homeland (Ergir), through

materiality and rituals.

Free admission and open to the
public.

For more information call the
Ararat-Eskijian Museum at

747-500-7584 or e-mail
Eskijian@ararat-eskijian-museum.com.

Live Stream through Ararat-Eskijian Mu-
seum.com Website or Facebook      

‘No Place Like
Home’
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The Society for Armenian Studies

(SAS) announced that Houri Berberian’s

Roving Revolutionaries: Armenians and

the Connected Revolutions in the Russ-

ian, Iranian, and Ottoman Worlds (Oak-

land: UC Press, 2019) and Heghnar

Zeitlian Watenpaugh’s The Missing

Pages: The Modern Life of a Medieval

Manuscript, from Genocide to Justice

(Stanford University Press) have been

chosen as the recipients of the Der Mu-

grdechian SAS Outstanding Book Award

for 2018-2019. An honorable mention has

been awarded to James Barry’s Armenian

Christians in Iran: Ethnicity, Religion, and

Identity in the Islamic Republic (Cam-

bridge University Press, 2018).

Established in 2015, the “Der Mu-

grdechian SAS Outstanding Book

Award” accepts nominations for works

that advance knowledge and scholarship

on Armenian society, culture, and history

from ancient times to the present. Profes-

sor Barlow Der Mugrdechian, Director of

the Armenian Studies Program at Cali-

fornia State University, Fresno and a past

President of SAS, has generously offered

to sponsor the award for the next five

years.

According to the selection committee,

both Roving Revolutionaries and The

Missing Pages demonstrated substantive

knowledge and an overall high level of

scholarship. The “Der Mugrdechian SAS

Outstanding Book Award” covered

works published in 2018 to 2019. Berber-

ian and Zeitlian Watenpaugh will each re-

ceive a $500 monetary award from SAS

and receive a certificate of recognition.

SAS President Bedross Der Matossian

commented on the awards stating, “I

would like to congratulate Houri Berber-

ian and Heghnar Zeitlian Watenpaugh

for this great achievement. This year we

received more than a dozen books for the

award. All of them were excellent books

from different disciplines in the field of

Armenian Studies. The level of competi-

tion was very high and a testament to the

fact that the field of Armenian Studies is

evolving in a very positive manner. I

would like to thank the four senior schol-

ars of the selection committee who rigor-

ously examined all of the books.”

In her book Roving Revolutionaries,

Berberian probes the interconnected as-

pects of the Russian Revolution of 1905,

the Iranian Revolution 1905-1911, and the

Young Turk Revolution of 1908 and the

role of the Armenian revolutionaries. The

movements of these Armenians and their

participation within and across frontiers

provides us a unique global insight into

the major transformations that shaped

the modern period. Through extensive

archival work, Berberian examines the

circulation of revolutionary ideas, revo-

lutionaries, and printed material. By

doing so she provides a novel approach

to our understanding of revolutions and

revolutionary movements.

Houri Berberian is Professor of His-

tory, Meghrouni Family Presidential

Chair in Armenian Studies, and Director

of the Armenian Studies Program at the

University of California, Irvine. She is the

author of a number of articles on Arme-

nians and revolution, Armenian women

and identity. She is the author of Armeni-

ans and the Iranian Constitutional Revo-

lution of 1905-1911: The Love for

Freedom Has No Fatherland (Westview,

2001).

Thanking the Society of Armenian

Studies and the selection committee, Prof.

Berberian commented: “Please accept my

most sincere gratitude for selecting my

book, Roving Revolutionaries, as a co-re-

cipient of the ‘Der Mugrdechian Armen-

ian Studies Book Award.’ I am doubly

delighted and honored that I share the

recognition bestowed by the Society for

Armenian Studies with my University of

California colleague Heghnar Zeitlian

Watenpaugh. The award acknowledges

the significance of studying Armenians

within a broader regional and global con-

text and of engaging with theoretical ap-

proaches such as connected histories.

Through their geographic and ideologi-

cal boundary crossings, Armenians serve

as ideal subjects who connect early twen-

tieth-century revolutions. Please extend

my thanks to the jury members and to the

donor who made the prize possible.”

In The Missing Pages Heghnar

Zeitlian Watenpaugh reconstructs the life

of the Zeytun Gospel from the medieval

period until its final destination in the J.

Paul Getty Museum. Though an analysis

of the biography of the manuscript, she

tells the larger story of the Armenians

and the suffering they endured during

the Armenian Genocide and its after-

math. Following the journey of the miss-

ing pages of the manuscript, Zeitlian

Watenpaugh weaves together a beautiful

story of an art work from resilience to the

will to survive extermination against all

odds.

Heghnar Zeitlian Watenpaugh is Pro-

fessor of Art History at the University of

California, Davis. She is the award-win-

ning author of The Image of an Ottoman

City: Architecture in Aleppo (2004). Her

writing has also appeared in the Huffing-

ton Post and the Los Angeles Times.

Thanking the Society of Armenian

Studies and the selection committee, Prof.

Zeitlian Watenpaugh commented, “I am

honored to have received this award, and

I am thrilled to be a co-winner with the

brilliant scholar and my friend, Professor

Houri Berberian. That this award comes

from the Society for Armenian Studies is

deeply meaningful, as the members of the

Society know first-hand the challenges

and obstacles of researching Armenian

topics. I am honored to be a member of a

Society that not only promotes excellence

in research, but also fosters a supportive

and convivial community of scholars

from around the world. To me, this award

celebrates Armenian art history in gen-

eral, and the wonderful exhibitions and

books on Armenian art that have ap-

peared in the last couple of years. I hope

this award inspires people to discover

and re-discover medieval Armenian art,

its astonishing beauty, and continued

contemporary relevance.”

Berberian’s and Zeitlian Watenpaugh’s Books Chosen as
Der Mugrdechian SAS Outstanding Book Award
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