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A PUBLICATION OF ARMENIAN DEMOCRATIC LIBERAL PARTY, WESTERN DISTRICT COMMITTEE OF THE UNITED STATES

Thursday, October 3, 2019
Vol. 97, #38

Dear Friend:
This past Sunday, I had the honor of serving as host for the first-ever visit to Los

Angeles by Nikol Pashinyan, the Prime Minister of Armenia. He was joined by his
spouse, Anna Hakobyan, who visited Los Angeles and the City Council earlier this
year.

A crowd estimated at 10,000 or more gathered on the steps of City Hall and across
Grand Park to hear the Prime Minister speak about the close and productive rela-
tionship between Armenia and the thriving Armenian-American community of Los
Angeles. Prior to the speech Pashinyan was feted at a City Hall reception attended by
federal, state, and city officials alongside local leaders in the Armenian community.

A former journalist, Pashinyan was elected prime minister in May 2018 by the Na-
tional Assembly of Armenia. His election, a great victory for government reform and
democratic values, has been termed the "velvet revolution."

As the first Armenian-American to be elected to the Los Angeles City Council, I
was especially proud to be part of an historic event that celebrated the long and strong
ties between the Republic of Armenia and the City of Los Angeles.

Take a look at LA This Week's story of last Sunday's historic event. 

Very truly yours, 
Paul Krekorian
LA City Councilmember, Second District

Armenian Prime Minister Makes Historic Visit
to Los Angeles

ADL Ramgavar Party
and

the Armenian Rights
Council of America

(ARCA)

Are Pleased to Host an
Armenian Community Briefing

Featuring State of California Controller
The Honorable
Betty Yee

Friday, October 4, 2019 at 10:00 AM
At the Beshgueturian Center in Altadena, CA

Pashinyan emphasizes importance of strategic relations with Russia

Prime Minister of Armenia Nikol
Pashinyan hoped that Armenia and
Russia will continue deepening strategic
relations, ARMENPRESS reports Nikol
Pashinyan talked about the bilateral re-
lations between Armenia and Russia in
a meeting with Russian President
Vladimir Putin.

“We greatly value our bilateral rela-
tions with Russia. The Russian Federa-
tion is our strategic partner. We hope to
make our relations stronger”, Pashinyan
said.

This is the 1st visit of the Russian
President to Armenia since Nikol
Pashinyan became the Prime Minister of
Armenia.

- President of the Russian Federa-
tion Vladimir Putin emphasized the
strategic nature of the Armenian-Russ-
ian relations, ARMENPRESS reports
Putin referred to Armenian-Russian re-
lations.

“I want to emphasize the strategic
nature of the Armenian-Russian rela-
tions. They are not based just on the pe-
riod of the recent years or decades, but
the centuries-old history of our peo-
ples”, Putin said.  

The Russian President congratulated
PM Pashinyan for the results of the
Supreme Eurasian Economic Council
meeting held earlier today in Yerevan.
“They are really positive, including in

terms of developing our relations with
our partners of the 3rd countries. And
what is not less important, or maybe the
most important for us, is that all the
agreements between the member states
of the organization have been imple-
mented. You are the individual who
made maximal efforts for such a pro-
ductive work. For that reason I not only
congratulate you, but also want to thank
you”, Putin said.

- Iran is expecting an active coopera-
tion with the member states of the
Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU),
President of Iran Hassan Rouhani said
at the extended format session of the
Supreme Eurasian Economic Council in

Yerevan, stating that new prospects
open for the cooperation.

“I am happy to have a chance to take
part in the session of the Supreme
Eurasian Economic Council which is
being held in this wonderful historical
city Yerevan. I would like to thank Ar-
menian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
for organizing this important event at a
high level and for the warm reception”,
Rouhani said. He stated that this session
enables to exchange views on national
and regional issues and expressed hope
that today’s discussions will lead to
valuable results.



Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan has expressed confidence that
the meetings with President of Russia
Vladimir Putin will boost the development
of the Armenian-Russian relations.

“I think the detailed conversation with
the Russian president in the airport will
give new impetus to the Armenian-Russian
relations. Our two meetings, formal and in-

formal, with the Russian president that
took place yesterday were the logical con-
tinuation of one another,” Pashinyan said
on Facebook.

Pashinyan and Putin had a 1,5 hour
long second meeting at the Yerevan airport
before the Russian leader’s departure after
the official bilateral meeting earlier in the
day. 

Meetings with Putin to boost development of
Armenian-Russian ties, says Pashinyan
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Leveraging its unique position in the epicenter of the
high tech industry, with its concentrated community of IT
professionals and transformational entrepreneurs, AGBU
Silicon Valley paved the way for the first visit of Arme-
nia's Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan and his 20-member
delegation to Silicon Valley on September 23rd. 

Armenia's leadership was on a special mission to
achieve multiple objectives during their one-day, six-event
visit to the world's mecca for science and innovation: To
share Armenia's impressive IT success story with the in-
dustry's power elite; to gain insights on the trajectory of
high tech innovation heading into the next decade; to en-
gage with diasporan IT professionals in the area; and to
conclude the signing of two MOU's designed to support
Armenia's homegrown IT talent through education, train-
ing, and opportunities for direct engagement with the Sil-
icon Valley community. 

Today, there are over a dozen successful tech compa-
nies, many incubated and nurtured in Armenia, with a
presence in Silicon Valley-an expansionary phenomenon
fueled, in part, by the early efforts of AGBU to help ad-
vance Armenia's IT capacity. Compared with a handful of
tech companies that existed in Armenia in the early
nineties, when AGBU first decided to plant a stake in the
industries of tomorrow, there are now over 800 startup en-
terprises operating in country. These are in addition to
some of the more mature enterprises, some of which were
acquired by world-renowned multi-nationals. 

A day of discussion, discovery, and mutual inten-
tions. 

For the better part of the day, Pashinyan and his team
engaged in a series of back-to-back high-level meetings
from closed-door one-on-ones to an interactive dialogues,
along with product demos, educational tours, and busi-
ness presentations in between. The entire itinerary was or-
ganized by AGBU Silicon Valley chapter under the
leadership of its chair Dr. Yervant Zorian. A key figure in
the Silicon Valley community in his own right, Dr. Zorian
is not only the Chief Architect of Synopsys, Inc., but also
serves as President of Synopsys Armenia, the parent com-
pany's second largest location in its 35-country R&D net-
work, and the largest IT company in Armenia. He also
happens to be the founder of the Armenian Virtual Col-
lege (AVC), an AGBU signature institution, which is rev-
olutionizing Armenian education around the world while
poised to adapt its unique platform to advance education
in Armenia's high schools and universities. Dr. Zorian cur-
rently serves on AGBU's central board. 

Agreement Signed with Venture Capitalist Tim
Draper 

The official tour began with a meeting at the invitation
of titan venture capital investor Tim Draper, founder of
Draper Fisher Jurvetson (DFJ), Draper University, Draper
Venture Network and Draper Associates. Mr. Pashinyan,
Minister of the High-Tech Industry Hakob Arshakyan,
and select members of the delegation engaged in discus-
sions leading to the signed MOU for a Draper University
branch in Armenia. When established, it will provide the
next generation of enterprising tech professionals in. Ar-
menia with access to one of Silicon Valley's top entrepre-
neur training programs.  

Excursion to Computer History Museum and Apple
Park

During the private talks, the rest of the delegation, in-
cluding the spouse of Prime Minister Anna Hakobyan and
Minister of Economy Tigran Khachatryan, took a side-tour
to the nearby Computer History Museum and Apple Park.
The visit was hosted by the leadership of the museum
along with members of AGBU Silicon Valley and AGBU
young professionals of Northern California. 

Demo and Meeting with Nvidia Leadership
Pashinyan's next stop was the headquarters of Nvidia

Corporation, inventor of GPUs, which creates graphics
processing units for gaming and professional markets, as
well as a system on a chip units (SoCs) for the mobile com-
puting and automotive sectors.  The Armenian delegation,
eager to learn more about Nvidia's artificial intelligence
capabilities, was fascinated by a demo of real-time virtual
simulation based on machine learning which took place
prior to a side meeting with Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang.
Mr. Pashinyan took that opportunity to extend a personal
invitation to visit Armenia as a means to promote the
country as a favorable and attractive location for R&D in
artificial intelligence. 

Continuing the conversation at the Synopsys campus 
At the halfway point of their visit, the delegation

headed to the Synopsys Inc. headquarters complex for
three final engagements. First up was a meeting with Syn-
opsys executives headed by Co-CEO Chi-Foon Chan to re-
view the many innovations that this semi-conductor giant
has brought to the industry and partake in boardroom dis-
cussions on the latest developments by Synopsys at large,
and by Synopsys Armenia in particular, including its fu-
ture expansion plans. The conversation then moved to an-
other building on campus in which Mr. Pashinyan met
with a group of a dozen high-tech executives, investors
and academic leaders interested in pursuing a first-time
involvement in the IT sector of Armenia. 

"The Armenian government has declared the technol-
ogy sector a priority and, therefore, we prioritize our part-
nership with huge technological companies, such as
Synopsys, "stated Prime Minister Pashinyan. "We are in-
terested in attracting investments in the field of high tech-
nologies, creating jobs, and training specialists. We stand
ready to promote this process with our government's
toolkit intended to create a favorable ecosystem for tech-
nological startups and investments. Our government is
ready to develop cooperation and exchange views on fu-
ture joint action with Silicon Valley."

The tour culminated with the Armenia Tech Forum
presided over by Dr. Zorian, PM Pashinyan, and the Min-
ister of IT Arshakyan. The 140 representatives, mostly
young professional Armenians from the tech community,
were encouraged to engage in an open dialogue with the
Prime Minister. Topics ranged from tech industry issues,
the future of education and its deep impact on R&D, to
post-revolution politics and Armenia's economic and busi-
ness climate for startups. 

Announcement of the Virtual Bridge Concept
During the forum, Minister Arshakyan announced the

finalization of an MOU between the ministry and AGBU

Silicon Valley, whereby the chapter would be available to
facilitate the creation of a dedicated facility for visiting
tech professionals from Armenia setting up temporary res-
idence to explore opportunities for venture capital, part-
nerships, and other collaborations with the local digerati.
When implemented, the Virtual Bridge Project would fa-
cilitate stateside experiences by offering lodging, provid-
ing office space, and covering other logistical needs. 

"The Virtual Bridge is the first and largest project that
will be done directly with the Diaspora," remarked Min-
ister of the High Technology Sector Hakob Arshakyan. "It
will allow the Armenian startup companies and entrepre-
neurs to visit Silicon Valley, participate in acceleration pro-
grams, and meet with venture capitalists."

The Virtual Bridge serves as a compelling reminder of
just how far Armenia's IT sector has evolved since its early
days of independence, when AGBU was the first to break
ground in the development of the tech industry with the
inception of advanced computer science retraining at the
American University of Armenia (AUA) in the early
nineties. 

These seminal initiatives helped set the foundation for
the next phase of development with the introduction of
Silicon Valley startups establishing R&D in Armenia, often
facilitated by well-connected Diasporan leaders in the tech
industry. That period was followed by an era of acquisi-
tion, whereby a number of such startups were acquired by
multi-national corporations. These developments com-
bined have led up to the coinage of the term "Start Up Ar-
menia" as an apt descriptor of the nation in a 21st century
context. 

While the arc from startup infancy to high tech mas-
tery can be traced to AGBU's longstanding commitment
to the IT sector, it also makes the case for why Armenia's
government has decided to put most of its chips on tech-
nology as the primary driver of the economy, ahead of
agriculture and tourism. Since the Velvet Revolution, Ar-
menia's leadership has repeatedly stated that the Armen-
ian Diaspora plays a vital role in ensuring Armenia's
competitiveness in shaping the technologies of the future
and expanding its footprint in the high-tech arena.  AGBU
Silicon Valley will no doubt be instrumental in bringing
that vision to pass.

Reflecting on AGBU's commitment to Armenia's IT
sector, Dr. Zorian stated: "For decades, AGBU Silicon Val-
ley, with its deep ties to this center of innovation, has been
ideally situated to support the IT sector in Armenia. This
time, organizing the Prime Minister's visit here represents
another step toward strengthening the synergistic bond
between Silicon Valley and the IT sector in Armenia, es-
pecially after the government announced it was a sector
of priority."

The Armenian General Benevolent Union (AGBU) is
the world's largest non-profit organization devoted to up-
holding the Armenian heritage through educational, cul-
tural and humanitarian programs. Each year, AGBU is
committed to making a difference in the lives  of 500,000
people across Armenia, Artsakh and the Armenian dias-
pora.  Since 1906, AGBU has remained true to one overar-
ching goal: to create a foundation for the prosperity of all
Armenians. To learn more visit www.agbu.org.



AGBU ORGANIZES OFFICIAL VISIT OF PRIME MINISTER PASHINYAN AND IT
DELEGATION TO SILICON VALLEY

Tigran Khachatryan, Armenia Minister of Econ-
omy, Dr. Yervant Zorian, Chief Architect of Synop-
sis/President of Synopsis Armenia; Chi-Foon Chan,

Co-CEO Synopsys Inc.; Nikol Pashinyan, PM of
Armenia; and Hakob Arshakyan, Minister of the

High Technology Industry at Synopsys
headquarters.

: Dr. Zorian with PM Pashinyan answering
questions at the Armenia Tech Forum held on the

Synopsys campus.

Left to Right (From Left: Tigran Khachatryan, Armenia Minister of
Economy, Dr. Yervant Zorian, Chief Architect of Synopsis/President of

Synopsis Armenia; Chi-Foon Chan, Co-CEO Synopsys Inc.;
Nikol Pashinyan, PM of Armenia; and Hakob Arshakyan, Minister of the

High Technology Industry at Synopsys headquarters.
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More than 40 craftsmen from five
provinces of Armenia have got together for
the open-air exhibition of "My handmade
Armenia" crafts festival organized by My
Armenia Program. 

This is the third year that the My Hand-
made Armenia festival is taking place at Cas-
cade. This year the festival lasted for two
days (September 28-29), with artisans com-
ing from five provinces of Armenia: Shirak,
Lori, Tavush, Vayots Dzor, and Syunik. A
total of about 40 artisans exhibited their
works some of which were created, and others
were refined as a result of the collaboration
with My Armenia Program’s partner Teryan
Cultural Center.

- We support the artisans living in the re-
gions by developing their activities as a main
source of alternative and stable income.
Moreover, with this initiative we want to
combine craftsmanship and tourism, en-
abling our beneficiaries to have greater pub-
licity and greater opportunity for business
sales. I believe that this initiative will give a
new drive to the economic movement in the
regions, - said Deborah Grieser, USAID Ar-
menia Mission Director. 

My Armenia Program organized also
workshops with master classes for the festival
guests to learn some wood carving, pottery,
carpet weaving, etc.

- Armenian communities are rich with
incredible artisans and a strong passion for
crafts. This is already the third time that the
‘My Handmade Armenia’ crafts festival is
showcasing the skills of regional artisans in
the center of Yerevan. I believe the public is
delighted to see the handmade crafts and to
try their hand in creating unique items, -
said Sisak Mkhitaryan, My Armenia Pro-
gram Chief of Party. 

My Armenia Program helps strengthen
and sustain Armenia’s rural economic de-
velopment and cultural heritage through the
promotion of regional tourism and creating
new employment opportunities to improve
livelihoods. Currently working in Syunik,
Vayots Dzor, Lori, Tavush, and Shirak re-
gions, the program seeks to increase and
share information about Armenia’s cultural
heritage, and supports local artisans, guides,
museums, archaeological, and adventure
sites through professional training in prod-
uct development, branding, marketing, and
offering master classes, leading to greater
benefits for Armenia’s regions and broader
awareness about Armenia in international
markets.

The My Handmade Armenia festival
venue was kindly provided by the Cafesjian
Center for the Arts.

The My Armenia program is funded by
USAID and implemented by the Smithson-
ian Institution. 

For more information, please contact:
Mrs. Nune Hayrapetyan, My Armenia

Program Communications Senior Specialist
| +37455050168 hayrapetyann@si.edu

“MY HANDMADE
ARMENIA”

ARTISAN FESTIVAL
IN YEREVAN

Continents apart, two international
conferences examine genocidal suffering
and devastation, as well as its aftermath
through cutting edge research.

“The Ottoman Genocide of Chris-
tian Populations: Armenians, Assyri-
ans and Greeks,” Thessaloniki, Greece

“The Ottoman Genocide of Christian
Populations: Armenians, Assyrians and
Greeks,” hosted by the Chair of Pontic
Studies, convened at the Alexandros Pa-
panastasiou Hall, on the campus of Ar-
istotle University of Thessaloniki, May
10-12, 2019. The rolling hillside, once a
former Jewish cemetery, only a minute’s
walk from the Aegean Sea, is now the
site of a higher education institution. 

The gravity of the setting unfolds as
the historic significance of the conference
venue for this momentous occasion is re-
vealed. Thessaloniki (Salonica) served as
the headquarters of the Young Turks
Committee of Union and Progress
(CUP). The conference on the Ottoman
Genocide of Christian populations con-
vened in the very hall in which the fate
of these ethnic groups was debated and
planned. 

For this congregation of Armenian,
Assyrian, and Greek scholars, the irony
is great. Several descendants of genocide
survivors presented in the hall where the
trajectory of the lives of their ancestors
was altered. The scholars who are direct
descendants of genocide survivors, rep-
resenting a link between research and
the reality of genocide, include Arda
Melkonian, Doris Melkonian, and
Khatchig Mouradian.

The conference featured prominent
historians Professor Taner Akçam and
Professor Richard Hovannisian whose
prolific publications have shaped the Ar-
menian Genocide field. In their  keynote
addresses, Prof. Akçam examined “The
Anatomy of Ottoman Genocide,” and
Prof. Hovannisian discussed the “Evolv-
ing Approaches to the Study of Geno-
cide: The Armenian Case.”

The range of scholarship by Armen-
ian scholars included survivor testimony
analyses to examination of legal and
criminal aspects of the genocide. The fol-
lowing is a list of Armenian presenters
and their paper titles: Anna Aleksanyan,
“Mass Rape and Body Destruction of the
Armenian Women During the Geno-
cide”; Armine Badalyan, “The Necessity
of Civilizational Protection of Cultural
Monuments in the Context of Current
Developments in the Middle East”; 

Regina Galustyan, “A Step towards
Identity Construction or Genocide? Ide-
ological Transformations in the Ottoman
Empire in 1911-1913”; Dr. Edita Gzoyan,
“Reclamation of Armenian and Greek
women and children after the Genocide:
the Efforts of the League of Nations”; Dr.
Anush Hovhannisyan, “The 1914
Cleansing of Aegean Greeks as a Trial
Run for the Deportation of Armenians”;
Dr. Anahit Khosroeva, “Official Genoci-
dal Policy of the Young Turks’ State: The
Assyrian Case”; Dr. Ohannes Kiliçdai,
“Time and Space Problematics in Study-
ing Genocides: The Armenian Case”;
Arda Melkonian “Genocide Narratives
of Separation, Reunion and Recovery”;
Doris Melkonian, “Tattooed: Boundaries
of Inclusion and Exclusion”; and Dr.
Khatchig Mouradian, “Unarmed and

Dangerous: Humanitarian Resistance
during the Ottoman Genocides.”

A special session was dedicated to
the memory of Professor Speros Vryonis,
Jr. (1928-2019), an American historian of
Greek descent, specialist in Byzantine,
Balkan, and Greek history, former UCLA
history professor, and supporter of Ar-
menian studies.

The bilingual conference concluded
with the inauguration ceremony of the
Research Center of Pontic Studies and
the Black Sea Archive at Aristotle Uni-
versity of Thessaloniki. 

The hospitality of the Pontic Studies
department under the direction of Pro-
fessor Theodosios Kyriakidis and the
collegial interaction contributed to mak-
ing this a memorable conference. 

14th Biennial Conference of the In-
ternational Association of Genocide
Scholars, Phnom Penh, Cambodia

On the 40th anniversary of the Cam-
bodian Genocide, Phnom Penh, Cambo-
dia was the backdrop for the 14th
Biennial Conference of the International
Association of Genocide Scholars
(IAGS), July 14-19, 2019. The setting
served as a reminder of a bloody period
in Cambodian history from 1973-1979.
Under the reign of Pol Pot and his cadre
of loyal followers, the Khmer Rouge re-
shaped the Cambodian landscape. The
grizzly tortures coupled with mass
killings targeted the Cambodian intel-
lectuals and upper class, as well as the
Cham people and Vietnamese. During
the five-year period, 1.5 to 2 million in-
dividuals were exploited as slave labor,
tilling the rice fields and building dams
that provided the lifeline for the country.
The ruthless crimes that led to merciless
killings altered the landscape, annihilat-
ing a quarter of Cambodia’s population
at the time.

The scars from this recent period of
violence are evident throughout the
country as torture sites remain intact and
memorials stand erect. In a city of con-
trasts, the past is juxtaposed against the
present. Tuol Sleng, the former second-
ary school turned torture chamber and
Security Prison 21 forms part of the
cityscape. The enclosed cells, the torture
mechanisms, and the compound all reek
of death. The surrounding barbed wires
bear witness to the inescapability of this
reality.

Severely tortured, individuals were
sent to the killing fields to meet their
final fate. In one of the killing fields, hov-
ering over the site, a memorial Buddhist

stupa bears witness to the atrocities. In-
cased in the glass stupa are hundreds of
skulls hammered, pierced, and smashed
in, reverently placed on floating shelves.
Once discarded, the skeletal remains of
mandible, femurs, and bone fragments
reveal the torture endured by the indi-
viduals. The unearthing process contin-
ues to this day as layers of earth are
shifted organically, producing the re-
mains and personal belonging of its vic-
tims. The site is a living memorial.    

The week-long conference, themed
“‘The Missing Picture’: Rethinking
Genocide Studies and Prevention,” com-
menced with the keynote address by
Professor Cynthia Enloe of Clark Uni-
versity in the historic Chaktomuk The-
atre where, in 1979, former Khmer
Rouge leaders were tried and convicted
in absentia for the Cambodian Genocide.
The Cambodian Genocide was high-
lighted at the conference through the
venue, movie screenings, as well as pre-
sentations.  

Although the Cambodian Genocide
was highlighted throughout the confer-
ence, a handful of luminary Armenian
Genocide scholars participated in the
conference and kept the Armenian
Genocide in dialogue. Presenting a
range of papers addressing legal to psy-
chological issues were: Dr. Henry Theri-
ault (current president of IAGS), “Truly
Transformative Repair: Reparations as
Social Justice and Movement”; Dr. Peter
Balakian, “Ingesting Violence: Poetry,
Poetics and Atrocity Testimony”; Dr.
Armen Marsoobian, “The Social Self and
Social Death: Rethinking Reparations in
the Aftermath of Genocide”; Dr. Suren
Manukyan, “Armenian Genocide Stud-
ies: Roots and Trends”; Arda Melkonian,
“Resisting Attempts to Recreate Identity
During the Armenian Genocide”;  Doris
Melkonian, “Untold Stories: A Compar-
ison of Women’s Experiences During the
Armenian Genocide and the Holocaust”;
and Hrag Yacoubian, “The Armenian
Genocide Narrated by Canadian Women
and the Globe.”

In this setting, intact with genocidal
evidence and memorials, scholars spe-
cializing in various genocides gathered
to discuss genocide and its impact on
victims and subsequent generations.
Among the 14 international IAGS con-
ferences, this one had the second highest
number of participants, attracting schol-
ars from diverse disciplines and distant
lands.

Doris Melkonian
Arda Melkonian

Two Major International Genocide Conferences Hosted in Historic Sites 
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Glendale, CA
– Armenian-Is-
raeli author and
theater director
from New York,
M I C H A E L
BARAKIVA will
be in town to
present his new
book, HOLD MY
HAND, which
continues the
story of a young
gay Armenian on
TUESDAY, OC-
TOBER 8, 2019 at
7:30pm at ABRIL
BOOKSTORE -
415 E. Broadway,
Glendale, CA.
Author will be in-
troduced by per-
former, Lousine
Shamamian. The event is co-sponsored
by the Gay and Lesbian Armenian Soci-
ety of Los Angeles.  Admission is free
with reception to follow. For more infor-
mation, call (818) 243-4112.

HOLD MY HAND is the stand-alone
sequel to One Man Guy. With their six-
month anniversary coming up, Alek and
Ethan want to do something special to
celebrate. Like, really special. Like, the
most special thing two people in love can
do with one another. But Alek’s not sure
he’s ready for that. And then he learns
something about Ethan that may not just
change their relationship, but end it. Alek
can't bear the thought of finding out who
he'd be Post-Ethan. But he also can't just
forgive and forget what Ethan did. Luck-
ily, his best friend Becky and madcap Ar-
menian family are there to help him
figure out whether it’s time to just let
Ethan go, or reach out and hold his hand.

MICHAEL BARAKIVA is an Armen-
ian/Israeli-American writer and theatre
director who splits his time between
New York City and Ithaca, NY where he
serves as Artistic Director of The Hangar
Theatre. His first novel, One Man Guy,
was named to the Rainbow Project Book-
list and spent over one year as the #1
LGBTQ YA book on Goodreads.  He is an
alum of Vassar College and the Juilliard
School, and the recipient of a Drama
League Director Fellowship, the David
Merrick Prize in Drama, the Phil Killian
Directing Fellowship, and the Most Im-
proved Player in 2013 for the New York
Ramblers, the world's first openly queer
soccer team.  He is also the founding
Artistic Director of The Upstart Crea-
tures. 

Presented by Abril Bookstore and
GALAS.

YEREVAN, OCTOBER 2, ARMEN-
PRESS. A 1964 bust of Charles Aznavour
by sculptor Alis Melikian will be erected
in Paris in honor of the legendary late
singer’s memory.

The sculpture was given to the Paris
City Hall by the Armenia-based Az-
navour Foundation and it will be in-
stalled in Charles Aznavour’s childhood
neighborhood in the French capital.

Alice Melikian sculpted the bust 55
years ago in honor of Aznavour’s first
visit to Armenia.

The Aznavour Foundation said in a
news release that it highly appreciates
the Paris city authorities’ readiness to

erect the bust in the city cen-
ter, “which will enable resi-
dents and visitors of the
French capital city to feel
Aznavour’s “presence””.

Charles Aznavour’s son
Nicola, a co-founder of the
Aznavour Foundation, de-
livered remarks at the cere-
mony in the Paris City Hall
when the bust was donated
to the city. The ceremony
was organized on the occa-
sion of the first anniversary
of death of Charles Az-

navour.
“Charles Aznavour is closely tied

with Paris, and the foundation is sin-
cerely grateful to the Paris City Hall for
this event and the great readiness and
support in installing the bust in the fu-
ture,” Nicola Aznavour said.

Charles Aznavour died October 1,
2018 at the age of 94.

Earlier in May, a memorial plaque
was inaugurated at the first Paris apart-
ment building of the Aznavour family in
the French capital.

A statue of Charles Aznavour is
planned to be erected in Paris in the com-
ing months. 

GALAS and Abril Bookstore to host
New York author Michael Barakiva

1964 bust of Charles Aznavour by
Alice Melikian to be installed in central Paris
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