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A PUBLICATION OF ARMENIAN DEMOCRATIC LIBERAL PARTY, WESTERN DISTRICT COMMITTEE OF THE UNITED STATES

Thursday, October 17, 2019
Vol. 97, #40

Statement from the Armenian General
Benevolent Union (AGBU) on the Alarming

Current Events in Syria
The AGBU Central Board and our worldwide membership are following with

alarm the developments in Syria, specifically the military invasion by Turkey in its
northeast regions. Reports from our local chapters and communities indicate a
mounting humanitarian crisis and new waves of refugees. The situation requires
an immediate response from the international community and relief organizations.

We take note of the official statement by the Armenian Foreign Ministry, the
Catholicos of All Armenians and Supreme Patriarch Karekin II, and Catholicos of
the Holy See of Cilicia Aram I calling on the international community to act with-
out delay to restore the shaken international peace in the region.

As descendants of survivors of the Armenian Genocide, perpetrated by the
predecessors of the present Turkish regime in 1915, we know too well the human
toll such aggression can take. AGBU appeals to the Turkish authorities to imme-
diately stop the invasion and aggression against the Syrian people, which is eerily
similar to some of the Ottoman Empire's actions more than a century ago. We call
for the international community to hold Turkey responsible for its actions, recog-
nizing that such action in 1915 would have meant a markedly different history for
the Armenian people.

October 11, 2019 

Ayenur Korkmaz, from the Univer-
sity of Amsterdam, will present a talk
“‘No Place Like Home’: Ergir and the Ex-
Ottoman Armenians in Soviet Armenia”
at 7:30PM on Wednesday, October 30, in
the University Business Center, Alice Pe-
ters Auditorium, at Fresno State.

The presentation is part of the Ar-
menian Studies Program Fall 2019 Lec-
ture Series and is supported by the Clara
Bousian Bedrosian Fund.

This talk explores spatial attachments
among the ex-Ottoman Armenians who
survived the Armenian genocide and set-
tled in their ‘new homeland’, Soviet Ar-
menia. It addresses the question of how
the refugees dealt with loss and dis-
placement and reflected on their former
hometowns, referred to as ‘Ergir’, a spa-
tial construct denoting a symbolic ‘Ar-
menian homeland’ or a ‘local homeland’
in Anatolia.

Korkmaz argues that the refugees
conceptualized Ergir not only in relation
to their expulsion but also the socio-po-
litical factors that influenced them in So-
viet Armenia in three periods. The first
era of reflection on Ergir was the 1920s
and 1930s, replete with nostalgic senti-
ments. The second was the suppression
of the theme of Ergir, between 1936-1960,
particularly during political crackdowns
in Stalin’s era. The third period saw the
revival of Ergir and marked a new phase
in the conceptualizations of ‘homeland’
in which the displacement from Anatolia
in 1915-1916 and the Stalinist purges
have been enmeshed into one tragedy of
the ex-Ottoman Armenians.

Ayenur Korkmaz is a PhD re-
searcher at the University of Amsterdam,

European Studies. She earned her Mas-
ter’s degree at Central European Univer-
sity, Nationalism Studies with honors.
Her main areas of interest are the late Ot-
toman Empire, Soviet Armenia, as well
as anthropological concepts of home-
land, sacralization, and materiality. She
has published several articles on the
Hamidian Massacres, and the lives of Ot-
toman Armenian intellectuals in the
nineteenth century, and the Armenian
genocide. Korkmaz’s current doctoral re-
search explores the post-genocide articu-
lations of the Armenian homeland
(Ergir), through materiality and rituals.

The lecture is free and open to the
public. Free parking, with a permit, is
available in Lot P6 or P5. Free parking
codes are available through the Armen-
ian Studies Program.

For more information about the lec-
ture please contact the Armenian Studies
Program at 278-2669, visit our website at
www.fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies
or visit our Facebook page at @Armeni-
anStudiesFresnoState.

“‘No Place Like Home’: Ergir and the
Ex-Ottoman Armenians in Soviet Armenia”
with Ayenur Korkmaz

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The United
States Senate and House of Representa-
tives condemned Turkey’s invasion of
northern Syria, and called for sanction-
ing Turkey for its violence against inno-
cent civilians, specifically targeting the
Kurdish population and ethnic minori-
ties in the region, such as Armenians, As-
syrians, Yazidis, and other vulnerable
minority groups, reported the Armenian
Assembly of America.

Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) and Senator
Lindsey Graham (R-SC) discussed reach-
ing across the aisle to take additional
measures.

“We must put together the strongest
bipartisan, bicameral sanctions package
similar to the bipartisan bill the House is
advancing,” Speaker Pelosi said.

“I will be working across party lines
in a bicameral fashion to draft sanctions
and move quickly, appreciating Presi-
dent Trump’s willingness to work with
the Congress,” stated Senator Graham.

Last week, a series of measures were
discussed and proposed in both congres-
sional chambers. Senators Lindsey Gra-
ham (R-SC) and Chris Van Hollen

(D-MD) introduced a framework of leg-
islation that puts financial and visa re-
strictions on U.S.-based assets of Turkish
authorities, sanctions military transac-
tions with Turkey and the Turkish energy
sector, and prohibits U.S. military assis-
tance. House Foreign Affairs Committee
Chairman Eliot Engel (D-NY) and Rank-
ing Member Michael McCaul (R-TX) in-
troduced H.Res.625 to sanction Turkish
officials and banks involved in the de-
fense sector.

“The sanctions we are introducing
will hold Erdogan accountable for this
stunning disruption to international se-
curity,” stated Chairman Engel.

“Turkey’s military operation has al-
ready resulted in civilian casualties and
threatens global security by creating con-
ditions that will enable an ISIS resur-
gence. It must stop its incursion
immediately,” Ranking Member McCaul
said.

Republican Conference Chairwoman
Liz Cheney (R-WY) also took the lead to
condemn Turkey for its violence in north-
ern Syria with nearly 30 U.S. Representa-
tives in support of legislation to sanction
Turkey.

CONGRESS CONDEMNS
TURKISH INVASION
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WASHINGTON, D.C. – Members of U.S. Congress,
Frank Pallone [NJ-06], Jackie Speier [CA-14], and Judy
Chu [CA-27], arrived in Armenia early October 2019 at
the invitation of Speaker of the Armenian National As-
sembly Ararat Mirzoyan to discuss relations between
the United States and Armenia. 

On Monday, October 7, 2019, at 10:30 AM, Con-
gresswomen Jackie Speier and Judy Chu paid a visit to
the Armenian American Wellness Center (AAWC or
Wellness Center), known for being an exemplary model
of public-private partnership, based on American val-
ues, standards, and best practices. The Wellness Center
was founded in 1997 by the Armenian American Cul-
tural Association, Inc. (AACA), a non-profit organiza-
tion based in the Washington, D.C. Metropolitan Area.
Established as a single department to introduce previ-
ously non-existent mammography screening in Arme-
nia, with support from AACA the Wellness Center has
grown to include 10 departments equipped with cut-
ting-edge medical technology. 

After taking a tour of the Wellness Center and its de-
partments, the Members of Congress wrote the follow-
ing in the Center’s Guestbook: 

“The Clinic is amazing and state-of-the-art. I am so im-

pressed with the professionalism of the staff, equipment and

facility. God bless Rita Balian!” 

Jackie Speier, Member of Congress 

“This Clinic is inspirational! You are doing such im-

portant work for so many women!” 

Judy Chu, Member of Congress  

In 1997, in response to alarming breast cancer crisis
in post-Soviet Armenia, Rita and Vartkess Balian from
the United States working closely with Hranush
Hakobyan, then-Minister of Social Welfare of Armenia,
established the first mammography center in the coun-
try and named it the Armenian American Mammogra-

phy University Center (AAMUC), later renamed to the
Armenian American Wellness Center. Registered as the
first non-profit entity/“Foundation” in Armenia on the
campus of the Yerevan State Medical University,
AAMUC was created to provide mammography screen-
ing for early and accurate detection of breast cancer. 

In 2002, through a Special Presidential Decree, the
Armenian Government donated the entire dilapidated
five-story building, along with its land, to the Armen-
ian American Wellness Center, which had previously oc-
cupied only the first floor of the building. With support
from AACA, AACA’s grassroots fundraising, contribu-
tions from major donors from the Armenian Diaspora,
and USAID grants, the building has gone through ex-
tensive reconstruction, expansion, seismic reinforce-
ment, and renovation. The entire process was initiated
and supervised by the late Vartkess M. Balian, an archi-
tect-engineer and real estate developer in the Washing-
ton, D.C., Metropolitan Area, with the assistance of
architect Hovsep Sarafian from Michigan.  

Today, the Wellness Center represents a state-of-the-
art medical facility providing advanced preventive
healthcare services to patients from Armenia and the
wider Caucasus region. The mission of the Wellness
Center is to save, prolong, and improve the lives of
women and mothers through the early and accurate de-
tection of their diseases and provide appropriate treat-
ment. For the past twenty-two years, the Center has
served a wide range of patients, including vulnerable
populations in remote regions of Armenia during its
Outreach Medical Missions provided free of charge –
356 to date. 

Since the establishment of a partnership between
AACA/AAWC and the U.S. Agency for International
Development (USAID) in the early 2000s, AAWC has
expanded to include the following 10 departments
equipped with advanced medical technology: (1) Breast
Screening and Diagnosis; (2) Gynecology; (3) Pathology

Lab (Cytology and Histology); (4) Family Medicine and
Endocrinology; (5) Pharmacy; (6) Urology (includes
prostate cancer screening); (7) Dental Health Clinic; (8)
Ambulatory/Outpatient Surgery; (9) Diagnostic Imag-
ing (CT Scanner, Digital X-Ray, and Osteoporosis
Screening using DEXA units); and (10) Orthopedic Serv-
ices. 

Since April 28, 1997, through July 31, 2019, 626,608
services have been provided to 496,633 patients. To date,
close to 9,600 lives of Women/Mothers have been saved
through accurate diagnosis and appropriate treatment
provided at AAWC. Furthermore, 201 “Miracle Babies”
have been born to couples struggling with infertility
from chronic infections from four to fourteen years. In
addition, AACA has organized and sponsored 80 med-
ical exchanges between AAWC and eight U.S. medical
university centers to provide training both on site in Ar-
menia and in the U.S.A. 

Furthermore, AACA and AAWC have been recipi-
ents of numerous international and national recogni-
tions and awards, including annual public confidence
awards, for being an exemplary medical facility pro-
viding high quality healthcare services as well as pro-
moting patient care and women’s health.     

The Wellness Center continues its life-saving mis-
sion, thanks to the hard work and dedication of its
Founders, mainly Rita Balian, who donates her time as
AACA President and CEO/CVO (Chief Volunteer Offi-
cer), AAWC Executive Director Khachanush Hakobyan,
and the 128 AAWC Staff Members, of whom 104 are
women and 24 are men. 

AACA and AAWC extend their gratitude to the
Government of the Republic of Armenia, the Embassy
of the United States of America in Armenia, the United
States Agency for International Development (USAID),
American Schools and Hospitals Abroad (ASHA) Pro-
gram, and all the major and grassroots donors for their
continued support.

U.S. Congressional Delegation Visit 
Armenian American Wellness Center 

Photo taken in the main lobby of the six-story building of the American Armenian Wellness

Center. From Left to Right: Dr. Hovhannes Vardevanyan, Chief of Diagnostic Imaging De-

partment; Mrs. Khachanush Hakobyan, Executive Director; Congresswoman Judy Chu;

Congresswoman Jackie Speier; Dr. Anzhela Ohanyan, Chief of Cytology Department; and

Dr. Ani Hakobyan, Chief of Breast Screening and Diagnosis Department. 

Conference Hall of the Wellness Center located on the sixth floor.

AAWC Medical Team holding public confidence awards, trophies, and other recognitions

presented to them annually since 2004,

during award ceremonies held at the Opera and Ballet Theater of Armenia. 

From Left to Right: Congresswoman Jackie Speier;

Khachanush Hakobyan; and Congresswoman Judy Chu in

front of the Main Donors Screen in the lobby of the Well-

ness Center.

Photo 4: Toshiba Aquilion Lightning CT-Scanner (made in

Japan) installed at the Diagnostic Imaging Department.

This innovative machine reduces radiation exposure to the

patient by 80% and also provides virtual colonoscopy.

AAWC Building AFTER reconstruction, expansion, and

seismic reinforcement of AAWC. The new building com-

bines Armenian architectural designs and California-style

structural engineering techniques.
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Inaugural Concert Scheduled for
AGBU Los Angeles Choir

Pasadena, CA – The AGBU Western District is pleased to announce the

AGBU LA Choir’s inaugural concert to take place on November 17th, 2019, 6

pm  

Established by the AGBU Western District Committee in November of 2018,

the AGBU Los Angeles Choir brings together more than 25 members from var-

ious backgrounds including graduate students and professionals specializing in

the field of music and choral studies. In January of 2019, the choir enjoyed their

introductory performance at the AGBU WDC sponsored concert honouring

Arno Babajanyan. 

The AGBU Los Angeles Choir is conducted by the distinguished Maestro

Gayane Baghdasaryan, a graduate of the Komitas State Conservatory of Yerevan.

Maestro Baghdasaryan earned her PhD/DMA in Choral Conducting under the

guidance of esteemed Professor Hekekyan. Baghdasaryan began her career in

1998 as a professor in choral conducting. She has served as the choir master of

multiple notable groups including, the Armenian State Radio and TV Chamber

Choir, Arega Youth Choir, and Sayat Nova Music school Children’s choir. Bagh-

dasaryan has also taken part in international tours to Denmark, France, Russia,

Georgia, Syria, Egypt and Cyprus.

“The driving force behind the formation of the AGBU LA Choir was the de-

sire to inspire the community through quality Armenian music and the pursuit

of artistic excellence in choral music performances,'' stated Garine Seuylemez-

ian, Chair of the AGBU LA Choir Committee. “ Maestro Baghdasaryan has

thoughtfully curated a repertoire that will take the audience on a journey through

the ages – from the timeless masterpieces of Komitas, to the folksongs of the Ar-

menian highland and finally to glittering city lights of Yerevan with jazzy se-

lections from the mid 20th century”, '' continued  Tania ( Alto). “Maestro

Baghdasaryan’s expertise coupled with her electrifying dynamism is simply grip-

ping, leaving the audience in awe of her talent and enchanted by the passion she

channels to the choir members” concluded Seuylemezian.

For details and additional information please contact the AGBU WDC offices

at (626) 794 7942.  Follow the AGBU LA Choir on Facebook and Instagram.

Established in 1906, AGBU (www.agbu.org) is the world's largest non-profit

Armenian organization. Headquartered in New York City, AGBU preserves and

promotes the Armenian identity and heritage through educational, cultural and

humanitarian programs, annually touching the lives of some 400,000 Armeni-

ans around the world.  

Los Angeles, October 15, 2019 —
With the latest Walk of Life, held on Oc-
tober 5 in Glendale, California, the Ar-
menian Bone Marrow Donor Registry
(ABMDR) celebrated its 20th anniversary
while raising grassroots support for its
mission of helping save lives across the
globe.

With its powerful humanitarian mes-
sage as well as jubilant community at-
mosphere, featuring music and food, the
14th annual Walk of Life drew strong
youth participation. The more than 350
supporters who attended the event in-
cluded state and local elected officials,
community leaders, and numerous
teams representing schools, universities,
community organizations, and individ-
ual supporters.

The walkathon’s opening ceremony
took place at the plaza of the Glendale
City building. In her remarks, Walkathon
Committee Chair Dr. Christina Ashjian
welcomed the attendees and spoke about
the growth of ABMDR as a highly-re-
garded national bone marrow donor reg-
istry. Dr. Ashjian also acknowledged
dignitaries and Walk of Life honorary
chairs in attendance, including Father
Ardak Demirdjian of the Western
Prelacy; Father Vatche Hayrabedian of
the Western Diocese; Arda Tchakian, rep-
resenting California State Senator An-
thony Portantino; Mary Hovagimian,
representing US Congressman Adam
Schiff; Victoria Dochoghlian, represent-
ing California State Assemblymember
Laura Friedman; Glendale City Mayor
Ara Najarian; Glendale City Coun-
cilmember Paula Devine; Areg Boy-
amyan, Senior Vice President of
Foundation Laboratory; and fashion per-
sonality Emily Vartanian.   

Welcome remarks were also deliv-
ered by Walkathon Committee Co-Chair
Annethe Postik, who thanked Walk of
Life’s corporate and community spon-
sors. Postik acknowledged the
walkathon’s major sponsor, the Viazoi
company, as well as other sponsors in-
cluding Softline Solutions, Paulette
Malekian of Dilbeck Real Estate, 3T, DJ
Eddy O, Los Angeles County Supervisor
Kathryn Barger, Super King Markets, Dr.
Peter H. Ashjian, Tamara Ice Cream,
Providence High School, Flintridge Fam-
ily Chiropractic, Porto’s Bakery & Café,
the Armenian Professional Society, LA
Smiles, pH Solutions, Prolase, ASAP
Pharmacy, and Tatevman Design Studio. 

Next, remarks were delivered by
ABMDR President Dr. Frieda Jordan.
“Today, we celebrate 20 years of grass-

roots activism and selfless dedication,
and 20 years of helping save lives — not
just in Los Angeles, and not just in Ar-
menia and Artsakh, but across the
world,” Dr. Jordan said. “As I look at
you, our supporters, as I see so many
dedicated young people among our
ranks, my heart fills with tremendous
pride, because you make our work all the
more worthwhile. Your willingness to
make a difference, and the care and sup-
port that you show with your participa-
tion, are what the ABMDR mission is all
about.”

Subsequently Dr. Jordan invited
Mayor Ara Najarian to address the par-
ticipants. As he conveyed the Glendale
City Council’s appreciation for the work
of ABMDR, Mayor Najarian congratu-
lated the organization on its 20th an-
niversary and commended its ongoing
quest to help save lives. The last speaker
was Areg Boyamyan, who said, “From
the bottom of my heart, I congratulate
ABMDR’s highly-dedicated leadership
and volunteers, and all of you here, our
wonderful community members, for
helping make this organization’s mission
a reality.” 

Boyamyan’s remarks were followed
by the invocation, performed by Fathers
Demirdjian and Hayrabedian.

Also during the opening ceremony,
several individuals and organizations
were recognized for their instrumental
role in the success of the walkathon. Cer-
tificates of Appreciation were presented
to the Viazoi company for its continued
support and major sponsorship; to KPAC
Kaiser for having raised the most funds;
and to Eric Markarian and Crescenta Val-
ley Science and Medicine Academy as
the team with the most participants.

A noteworthy feature of this year’s
walkathon was a large banner, displayed
in the plaza of the Glendale City build-
ing, on which walk supporters wrote
down their individual reasons for partic-
ipating in the event, whether in honor of
loved ones or in support of all those who
need a life-saving donor match.

Following Walk of Life’s ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony, the 5-K walk-run looped
through central Glendale. The walkathon
concluded at the plaza of the Glendale
City building, where the festivities con-
tinued into the day. The event also gave
participants the opportunity to join the
ranks of ABMDR as potential bone mar-
row stem cell donors, as many volunteers
were on hand to answer questions and
welcome new recruits.



ABMDR celebrates 20th anniversary 
with festive walkathon in Los Angeles

Over 350 supporters walk in honor of loved ones
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SAVE THE DATE
JOIN US -- CSUN ARMENIAN STUDIES PROGAM, THE CSUN

ASA, ARMENIAN NATIONAL INSTITUTE & THE ARMENIAN AS-
SEMBLY OF AMERICA -- AT CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY

NORTHRIDGE’S WEST GALLERY ON
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2019 FROM 3:00 PM TO 5:00 PM!

WEST COAST PREMIERE OF A MONUMENTAL EXHIBITION
PRODUCED BY THE ARMENIAN NATIONAL INSTITUTE ON THE

YMCA’S LIFE-SAVING WORK A CENTURY AGO IN THE FIRST
REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA.

Haroutune Armenian's new book inspired by
the Camino de Santiago to be released

Glendale, CA –
Haroutune Armen-
ian's new book of
watercolors and po-
etry written in Ar-
menian titled, The
Camino and Us: by
the footpath of the
messenger, will be
released at a special
presentation on
THURSDAY, OC-
TOBER 24, 2019 at
7:30pm at ABRIL
BOOKSTORE - 415
E. Broadway, Glen-
dale, CA. Author
will be introduced by Hagop Gulldjian.
Program will be in Armenian. Admission is
free. For more information, call (818) 243-
4112.

THE CAMINO AND US captures
through poetry and art the 700 km trail
Haroutune and his wife Sona hiked leading
to Santiago de Compostela in Spain and the
months following. This book is inspired by
the one thousandth anniversary of Armen-
ian Apostle Hagop's pilgrimage to Spain,
which also was the inspiration to
Haroutune Armenian's hike to the summit
of Mt. Ararat and the book he wrote in-
spired by that journey.

On occasion of this book release, Roslin
Art Gallery is holding a special exhibit of

the original art-
work of the pieces
inside the book, as
well as other work
by Haroutune Ar-
menian.  

HAROUT AR-
MENIAN is a vi-
sual artist
interested in the
transformative po-
tential of water-
color. His work
includes landscapes
and seascapes cap-
tured during trav-
els to over 40

countries as well as a collection of abstract
work. Born in Beirut, Lebanon, Armenian
began painting in 1976, during a time when
the country was embroiled in a fierce civil
war. Faced daily with the sound of bombs
and an eyewitness to violent unrest, Ar-
menian sought respite through painting.
While working at the American University
of Beirut, he frequently painted the cam-
pus’ vibrant gardens and views overlook-
ing the Mediterranean Sea, a prologue to
his disciplined self-study of watercolor
painting that would continue for decades
to come. 

Presented by Abril Bookstore and Roslin

Art Gallery.



Glendale, CA
– The next Music
Night at Abril
Bookstore will
present the Mari-
naHov Band,
who will per-
form some Ar-
menian folk
music favorites
in a contempo-
rary light, featur-
ing lead vocalist
Marina Hovhan-
nisyan, saxo-
phonist Aaron
Kruziki, bassist
Karl McComas-
Reichl and per-
cussionist Greg
Lewis, on Satur-
day, October 26, 2019 at 7:30pm at 415
E. Broadway, Glendale, CA. Dis-
counted advance tickets now available
at www.itsmyseat.com/abrilbooks or
by visiting or calling Abril Bookstore at
(818) 243-4112. Light refreshments will
be available.

MarinaHov Band brings together
the old and the new, reinterpreting an-
cient folk music in a contemporary
light. This event features old classics

from Komitas and Sayat Nova, as well
as folk songs with undocumented
composers. Laced with improvisation
and not averse to a little psychedelia,
MarinaHov Band brings forth breath-
taking music for the future conjured
from the distant past. 

Presented by Abril Bookstore.

CONTACT: Arno Yeretzian at Abril

Bookstore (818) 243-4112, noor@abril-

books.com

MarinaHov Band to perform
Armenian Folk Music in a

Contemporary Light
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