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During the past several years, the leadership of Armen-
ian religious, political and civil organizations of the Western
United States has been engaged in a healthy environment of
collaboration. In a spirit of unity, these structures have
planned and implemented in the name of our greater com-
munity interests, in defense of our rights and demands as
Armenian-Americans, and in furtherance of the welfare of
Armenia and Artsakh all the while facing and overcoming
any and all challenges collectively. 

Undoubtedly, the best and most successful manifesta-
tion of the aforementioned collaboration and collective will
were the Armenian Genocide Centennial commemorative
events, during which the Community witnessed unprece-
dented collective efforts and results. Parallel to the Centen-
nial commemorative events and in the years succeeding
them, community organizations went on to create several
joint working committees on various occasions. The spirit
in which these committees operated further asserted the
need for increased collaborative efforts.

Furthermore, it is evident that the Armenian-American
Community in the Western United States continues to grow
exponentially as its qualitative reach and abilities expand
with each passing day.

Therefore, encouraged by the success of collaborative
action, always mindful of the urgency of attaining national
unity, and recognizing the necessity of gathering Armenian
resources in service of our collective agenda, the signatory
entities below have resolved to form a coordinating Coun-
cil to pursue the Armenian Community's collective inter-
ests and to further facilitate collaboration amongst them in
the future.

The Council is to be known as the “Pan Armenian
Council of Western USA.”

The Council was initiated by representatives from the
signatory organizations below which have, throughout the
years and each in its own right, gained the support of our
Community.

Additionally, other community organizations which de-
sire to be part of this collective effort and have a minimum

of 300 active members are hereby invited to become mem-
bers of the Council.

The advisory nature of this Council and its decisions are
not binding on any of its member organizations. Thus, the
Council’s existence does not confer upon the Council any
authority over the activities of its member organizations.

The Council is driven by the principle of securing max-
imum participation and inclusion of all segments of our
community, always mindful of protecting and advancing
the principle of collaboration and good faith. Furthermore,
the signatory organizations acknowledge the necessity to
function in an environment of mutual respect and compro-
mise.

The mission of the Council is:
•  To implement and realize projects of a pan-commu-

nity nature.
•  To encourage and assist projects which advance the

collective interests and the rights of Armenian communi-
ties across the Western United States. 

•  To undertake steps to resist actions and efforts which
are contrary to the collective interests and rights of Arme-
nians.  

•  To gather and apply the Armenian Community’s re-
sources for the benefit of the Community’s interests as well
as the welfare of the Republics of Armenia and Artsakh. 

•  To always be mindful of the collective welfare and se-
curity of the Armenian Community.

Active and influential Armenian individuals who have
a presence in the community shall be periodically invited so
that they may bring their advisory expertise, or other
unique resources, all for the purpose of contributing to and
promoting the success of the above referenced activities and
for the fulfillment of the Council's objectives.

With the larger principle of inclusiveness guiding us,
and with the clear intent of not leaving any organization or
individual Armenian out of our collective effort, the Coun-
cil shall periodically organize community-wide meetings
and conferences based on previously set agendas, during
which all interested parties shall have the opportunity to

address matters of importance to the Community.
Based upon the aforementioned spirit of unity as well as

the above referenced mindset, perspective, and objectives
borne out of a spirit of Armenian solidarity, We, organiza-
tions and structures of the Western United States, hereby
pronounce the commencement of a new and bright journey
of collaborative effort and Armenian unity.

Western Diocese of the Armenian Church of North America
Western Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of Amer-

ica
Armenian Catholic Eparchy of Our Lady of Nareg of North

America
Armenian Evangelical Union of North America
Armenian Revolutionary Federation of Western USA
Armenian Democratic Liberal Party Western District
Armenian Relief Society of Western USA
Armenian General Benevolent Union, Western District
Armenian Missionary Association of America
Homenetmen Western USA
Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural Society of

the Western USA
Armenian Youth Federation of Western USA
Unified Young Armenians
Armenian National Committee of America Western Region
Armenian Assembly of America Western Region Office
Armenian Bar Association
Organization of Istanbul Armenians
Armenian Youth Association of California
Armenian Society of Los Angeles
Iraki Armenian Family Association of Los Angeles

“Pan Armenian Council of Western USA”

The world should reject anti-Armenian
propaganda and join Artsakh in promoting
mutual understanding and tolerance be-
tween Armenians and Azerbaijanis.

Sports competitions are normally per-
ceived to carry the message of peace and
unity. Olympics, Jeux de la Francophonie,
Maccabiah games, other similar tourna-
ments – the entire civilized humankind has
always supported events that connect peo-
ple, eliminate barriers, and foster mutual
understanding.

Those ideas and values are at the core
of the Pan-Armenian games, which brings
together Armenians around the globe to
compete in basketball, soccer, tennis, vol-
leyball and so on. The opening ceremony of
the 2019 Pan-Armenian games took place
this August in the Republic of Artsakh (also
referred to as Nagorno Karabakh Republic)
– a small country that has defended on a
battlefield its right for freedom, and cur-
rently moves towards universal recognition
of its rights and liberties.

Artsakh is an integral part of historic
Armenia. As such Artsakh is mentioned in
the works of Strabo, Pliny the Elder,
Claudius Ptolemy, Plutarch, Dio Cassius,
and other ancient authors. It was severed
from Armenia when the Red Army entered
the South Caucasus, and the Bolshevik dic-

tator Stalin decided in 1921 to place Art-
sakh as Armenian autonomy into newly-
created Soviet Azerbaijan, as part of the
Soviet Union.

Seventy years later, the autonomy’s leg-
islature legally abolished this illegitimate
voluntaristic decision. In fact, the freedom
movement in Artsakh became the first truly
democratic movement in then-Soviet area,
which sparked similar processes across the
USSR.

The Republic of Artsakh has been pro-
claimed in 1991 in accordance with the
same Soviet legislation that provided sov-

ereignty to all Soviet republics, and has
since been developing as a sovereign
democracy with open society, effective gov-
ernance, a strong military and fledgling
market-oriented economy. The republic has
its own President, Parliament, Cabinet of
ministers, capable defense forces and a vi-
brant civil society. All rounds of presiden-
tial, parliamentary and municipal elections
were assessed by international observers as
free and transparent.

Unfortunately, leadership of the neigh-
boring Azerbaijan – a country that contin-
ues to be ranked among the most corrupt

and cruel dictatorships on the globe – still
refuses to accept Artsakh’s right for free-
dom, and continues military and political
attacks against our young republic. In 1991,
and in 2016, Baku launched full-scale mili-
tary offensives against Artsakh, both times
unsuccessfully attempting to ‘solve the
problem’ by conquering the republic, and
exterminating its entire population.

Long-term anti-Armenian policy by
Azerbaijani leaders has led to aggressive
public hatred towards everything Armen-
ian. Azeri President Aliyev’s calling Arme-
nians of the world enemy number one;
proclaiming Azerbaijani officer Ramil Sa-
farov, who axed to death sleeping Armen-
ian officer Gurgen Margaryan during
NATO-sponsored training program in
Hungary, a national hero and an example
for younger generations; ordering police to
stop the UK’s Arsenal soccer club fans
merely for wearing shirts with the name of
Henrik Mkhitaryan, who is of Armenian
descent; threats to knowingly shoot down
any civilian plane flying in or our Artsakh
– these are just a few in a long row of the
displays of Baku’s continued policy of in-
tolerance and ‘armenophobia’.

And these are just a few among many

Pan-Armenian Games Carry Message of Peace, Not War
By Robert Avetisyan 

Cont. to p.8
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It’s a stuffy summer night in Fresno
in 1953. Half-Irish Teresa, trying to grap-
ple with her Armenian fiance Mihran’s
cultural identity, asks him if he will teach
their children to hate the Turks.

Surrounded by figures that he regis-
ters as ancestral ghosts, Mihran thinks
for a moment.

“Hate is not a solution,” Mihran says.
“But neither is forgetting.”

The conundrum of how to forgive
and not forget, laid out in a condensed
scene from the recently released novel
“Shadows of 1915,” becomes a recurring
theme in the work by Jerry Burger. It’s a
contradiction that continues to haunt the
contemporary Armenian community, ac-
cording to Burger, a retired Santa Clara
University psychology professor.

“Reasonable people would say that
hate is not a solution, especially hating
the children and great-grandchildren of
the people who committed atrocities,”
Burger said. “Yet, somehow to forget all
the suffering, all the horror that went on,
would make it seem like it was for
naught. [They] need to keep the memo-
ries alive, and they need to move on.”

Released this past spring, “Shadows”
is set into action by an interaction be-
tween Turkish college students and sons
of Armenian Genocide survivors. Amid
the fallout, the characters must synthe-
size their family and community loyal-
ties with the legal system and personal
beliefs.

It’s just one of a handful of fiction
works written in English to tackle the Ar-
menian Genocide, according to Burger.
He said he’s aware of only about eight or
nine other novels in existence, and al-
most all were written by people with Ar-
menian backgrounds.

Increasing awareness of the tragedy
— and how it reverberates today — par-
tially inspired Burger to write “Shad-
ows.” It’s his first novel.

Growing up in Fresno — though later
than the mid-’ 50s when the book is set
— Burger said he had plenty of Armen-
ian friends. He knew all about the geno-
cide and many Armenians’ negative
feelings about the Turks.

To his surprise, many of his well-
read, well-educated friends who lived
outside of Fresno, where there is a large
Armenian community, knew nothing
about the Armenian Genocide that began
in 1915 and claimed more than a million
lives.

Its minimal representation in English-

language literature and film is partially
why “it has fallen out of awareness in
our larger culture,” Burger said.

He was attuned to the fact that he
was writing about a community he did-
n’t belong to, “and thought it was im-
portant to get it right,” he said.

“I was sensitive to [the idea of cul-
tural appropriation] and didn’t rely on
stereotypes,” he added.

To do that, he interviewed several
people who grew up in what was once
called Armenian Town in Fresno. One
man he met, Berge Bulbulian, had writ-
ten “The Fresno Armenians,” which is
filled with details about the exact com-
munity on which Burger wanted to focus
his novel.

(There is also a short scene in the
novel involving Glendale.)

In particular, one story told to his
wife, Marlene, many years ago haunted
him and became the basis for a pivotal
scene in the book. During an interview, a
woman described to Marlene Burger, a
former reporter, how she lost her infant
daughter during the genocide.

Besides raising awareness, Jerry
Burger said he hopes his novel “leaves
people with more questions than an-
swers” — which he said is the hallmark
of good literature.

“These are people in a situation
where there are no easy answers,” he
said.

Published by Golden Antelope Press,
“Shadows of 1915" is available as an e-
book on Amazon and through Barnes
and Noble.

latimes.com

A new novel, ‘Shadows of 1915,’ centers on
lingering memories of the Armenian Genocide

By LILA SEIDMAN
“Shadows of 1915,” released this spring, centers on the tension between family

and cultural loyalty and the justice system. It’s one of just a handful of fiction books
written in English about the Armenian Genocide, according to author Jerry Burger.
(Courtesy of Golden Antelope Press)

NEW YORK—Beloved FAR friend,
celebrated pianist, philanthropist and
humanitarian Sahan Arzruni spent most
of June conducting a tour with a mission
as he visited schools in five different re-
gions, plus Artsakh, where he held mas-
ter classes for students and then
subsequently partnered with some of
them on a final performance. In all, he
visited schools in Goris, Stepanakert,
Kapan, Argavand, Dilijan, Vanadzor and
Ashtarak, before circling back to Yerevan.

Along with the master classes,
Arzruni met with many provincial and
city leaders. He didn’t miss a chance to
underline the importance of music and
musical education for children, and he
urged them to pay more attention to cul-
ture and music in Armenia’s regions.

With his tour, Arzruni wanted to
relay the message that studying music—
Armenian music, in particular—is not
only a terrific mental discipline but also a
great way to get to know one’s own cul-
ture and to preserve it. This is easier in
Armenia’s rural villages where pride and
preservation of cultural identity is more
natural as opposed to in large urban
areas, and it was one of the reasons he fo-
cused his efforts in the provinces, he said.

This cultural preservation also means
trying harder to keep Armenians in Ar-
menia, something FAR focuses on
through its programs. More and more,
Armenians who are emigrating from Ar-
menia are losing this very valuable cul-
tural identity, Arzruni said. “I would do
anything and everything to preserve it
and this should be the perspective of
everyone in the diaspora.”

On June 22 he wrapped up with a

final performance at the Aram Khacha-
turian House-Museum. The best stu-
dents from his master classes got the
chance to perform alongside Arzruni at
the gala concert in Yerevan.

“This concert aimed to expose and
encourage talented, young students from
the music schools of Armenia and Art-
sakh. I want to share my skills and savvy
with the younger generation, as well as
help them to go further and enhance
their abilities,” said Arzruni.

At the end of the concert, Arzruni re-
ceived a Certificate of Gratitude from
FAR for contributing to the development
of young musicians. The renowned pi-
anist also received an award from the
Aram Khachaturian House-Museum for
his long-lasting friendship and support.

FAR’s Education and Science Pro-
gram Manager Eduard Karapetyan also
said that he, too, highly valued Arzruni’s
investment in Armenia’s youth and cul-
ture. “Considering how well the tour
went, I can state that Sahan Arzruni’s pa-
triotic and extensive work will have a
huge educational impact on the musical
schools and talented children from these
regions. We must thank him once more,”
he said.

The benefit tour took place under the
auspices of the Ministry of Culture and
Youth Affairs of Armenia and Artsakh,
and was organized by the Fund for Ar-
menian Relief. He reiterated his gratitude
to FAR for orchestrating the initiative.
“I’m grateful to them for making it hap-
pen,” he said.

For more information, please contact
Noune Sukasian at noune@farusa.org.



other reasons why the recent article in For-
eign Policy Journal by Mr. Giovanne Vin-
cent Romero titled ‘The 2019
Pan-Armenian Games Have Dimmed
Prospects for Peace’—in which he argues
that by holding sport competitions in Art-
sakh, Armenians undermined prospects
for reconciliation between Armenians and
Azerbaijanis—rather raises questions than
provides answers.

It is such policy by Azerbaijan, and not
a sporting event in Artsakh, that leaves no
hope for a comprehensive peaceful solu-
tion of the Artsakh-Azerbaijan conflict
anytime soon. Nonetheless, Artsakh will
continue its constructive involvement
with the international community towards
security and stability in the South Cauca-
sus. The republic will also continue to
strengthen as a free and democratic home
for every Armenian.

The attention of Mr. Romero and oth-
ers, who assume the responsibility to write
about this complicated matter, is duly ap-

preciated. We in Artsakh are interested in
having international awareness about the
true essence of our cause. At the same
time, the article by Mr. Romero unfortu-
nately missed important points regarding
the conflict, some of which are mentioned
above.

Offering opinion with vividly incom-
plete expertise in the Azerbaijan-Artsakh
conflict can become additional tool for the
corrupt regime in Baku for manipulation
with facts, justification of numerous do-
mestic political and economic shortcom-
ings, and renewed aggression against
neighbors.

Instead, every effort should be directed
toward stopping anti-Armenian propa-
ganda in Azerbaijan and joining Artsakh
in promoting mutual understanding and
tolerance between Armenians and Azer-
baijanis. Trust, not hatred, is a necessary
prerequisite for any lasting peace.

foreignpolicyjournal.com

Pan-Armenian Games... Cont. from p.7

Tigran Mansurian played in
all Yerevan subway stations
in honor of 80th birthday

ARMENPRESS. Tigran Mansurian’s music will be
played from September 1 to 13 in all stations of the Yere-
van subway in honor of the renowned composer’s 80th
anniversary of birth.
The initiative is part of the Maestro Mansurian 80 series
of concerts organized by Yerevan City Hall in honor of
the composer.

Tigran Mansurian celebrated his 80th birthday in
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It's another new School Year. Teachers,
students, and parents, after a two-month
break, have enthusiastically returned to
their daily lives and challenges at Mer-
dinian School. For the 38th year, by the
grace of God, the School opened its doors
to Armenian children and embraced
them with the promise of a safe environ-
ment, where the students will grow up
and develop in spirit and mind.

On Wednesday, August 21, 2019 at
8:00 am, Merdinian School welcomed 36
full time faculty members and 230 stu-
dents, who were ready to start the new
academic year with renewed energy,
goals, and opportunities. As the "First
Bell" rang, students, faculty, parents, and
Board members gathered at the Aram
and Anahis D. Boolghoorjian Hall for the
Opening Ceremony of the current school
year. The program started with National
anthems led by music teacher Alice Der
Kevorkian, followed by the recitation of
Psalm 121 by three 6th grade students led
by Religion Department Chair Lena Ek-
mekjian.

Rev. Serop Megerditchian, Merdinian
School Board member and Senior Pastor
of the Armenian Cilicia Evangelical
Church of Pasadena, CA addressed the
students, parents, and the teachers with
the Bible verse "Jesus grew in wisdom
and stature, and in favor with God and
man" (Luke 2:52), and emphasized that
"Merdinian's students are called upon to
develop and grow not only physically,
but also in academics, education, wisdom
as well as Christian and Armenian her-
itage. As such, when they successfully
complete their schooling, they will be
able to find favor from God and from
men."

Board Vice Chair Rita Meneshian ad-
dressed the students, faculty, and parents
on behalf of the School Board, and
thanked the parents for entrusting their
children's education to Merdinian School.

In her remarks, School Principal Lina
Arslanian gladly announced the increase
in student numbers and made a quick
overview of the summer camp activities
as well as current and new programs to
be implemented in the coming school
year, such as the revamping of the tech-
nology curriculum and the new Technol-
ogy Lab equipped with new computers,
3D printers (which were gifts from de-
parting 8th grade students), a Robotics
table, and Chromebooks to be used by the
5th-8th grade students in their classrooms
and at home. 

After introducing the teaching staff
and their responsibilities for the 2019-20
academic year, Mrs. Arslanian concluded
her remarks and said "We continue to
find new ways to live our mission, edu-
cate our students, and pursue excellence.
Together we are transforming teaching
and learning."

The Opening Ceremony ended with
the singing of the Lord's Prayer "Hayr
Mehr" and Benediction offered by Rev.
Megerditchian.

The Merdinian Preschool held its

Opening Ceremony on Monday, August
19, 2019. Mrs. Arslanian welcomed the
students and expressed her enthusiasm
over the expansion of the Preschool to ac-
commodate 74 preschool students. She
thanked the Preschool Director Marijan
Kevorkian for her input and valuable
leadership and wished the preschool fac-
ulty the best for a productive and suc-
cessful year.   Mrs. Kevorkian, in her turn,
welcomed all parents assuring them that
their children at Merdinian Preshool will
enjoy loving care in a nurturing environ-
ment. The parents then visited the class-
rooms for an orientation session with
their children’s teachers.

Established in 1982 by the Armenian
Missionary Association of America and the
Armenian Evangelical Union of North Amer-
ica, Merdinian School, located in Sherman
Oaks, CA, is the only Armenian Evangelical
School in the United States. The School offers
a broad-based curriculum that fosters aca-
demic excellence, high moral values, and spir-
itual enrichment in the Armenian Evangelical
tradition. Merdinian strives to create a safe
and nurturing environment where every stu-
dent receives personal attention to become a
successful and responsible individual. For
more information, you may contact the School
directly at 818.907.8149.

C & E MERDINIAN ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL SCHOOL OPENS ITS
DOORS FOR THE 2019-20 ACADEMIC YEAR
By Louisa Janbazian

!n evening with
filmmaker Vigen
Chaldranian

Armenian Film Society will present a
meeting with one of Armenia's well-known
contemporary filmmakers, VIGEN CHAL-
DRANIAN who will have a conversation with
UCLA film scholar Zareh Arevshatian follow-
ing a screening of a documentary dedicated to
the filmmaker titled, Motor... Stop... Accord-
ing to Vigen Chaldranian and a screening of
one of Chaldranian's earliest films produced
in 1985 and dedicated to the Armenian Geno-
cide titled, APRIL, on FRIDAY, SEPTEM-
BER 6, 2019 at 7:30pm at ABRIL
BOOKSTORE - 415 E. Broadway, Glendale,
CA. Tickets available online at www.itsmy-
seat.com/abrilbooks or by visiting Abril Book-
store. Admission is free for Armenian Film
Society members.  For more information, call
(818) 243-4112.

VIGEN CHALDRANIAN is a film direc-
tor, actor, producer and screenwriter. Born in
1955 in Yerevan, Armenia, Chaldranian en-
tered Yerevan Institute of Art and Theatre in
1975. After graduating, he studied in the de-
partment of Film Directing at the prestigious
Moscow film school VGIK. Chaldranian has
created over twenty films including The Voice
in the Wilderness… (1991), The Symphony of
Silence (2001), and The Priestess (2007). 

Principal Lina Arslanian Rev. Serop Megerditchian
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AGBU Western District to Celebrate
150th Anniversary of Komitas with
Gurdjieff Ensemble Concert

On Saturday, September 29, 2019, the
AGBU Western District will host a special con-
cert event featuring the Gurdjieff Ensemble
dedicated to the 150th anniversary of Komi-
tas. The Gurdjieff Ensemble’s US Debut Tour
with AGBU Performing Arts will commence
in Chicago followed by a show in New York.
The final show will be held in Los Angeles at
the AGBU Vatche and Tamar Manoukian Per-
forming Arts Center (PAC) in Pasadena, CA. 

The internationally acclaimed Gurdjieff
Ensemble was founded by Levon Eskenian to
play ethnographically authentic arrangements
of the G.I. Gurdjieff/Thomas de Hartmann
piano music. The Ensemble consists of Arme-
nia’s leading musicians playing traditional in-
struments. Their debut album on the famous
ECM records, “Music of Georges.I. Gurdjieff”, was widely acclaimed, and won pres-
tigious awards including the Edison Award in the Netherlands. The Ensemble has
been touring the world with sold out concerts at major festivals and concert halls in
Europe, Australia, the Middle East, Russia and South America. The Ensemble has per-
formed in such prestigious festivals and venues as the Elbphilharmonie in Hamburg,
the Boulez Hall in Berlin, the Bozar Center in Brussels, the Holland Festival, the Mor-
genland Festival in Germany, the Albert Hall in Canberra, the Imago Dei Festival in
Austria, the Gulbenkian Hall in Lisbon and many others.

“We are thrilled to be hosting such a unique concert in honor of Komitas’ 150th an-
niversary. The Gurdjieff Ensemble has a very authentic sound and brings traditional
Armenian music to a whole new level, which we are excited to share with our com-
munity,” expressed AGBU Western District Chair, Talin Yacoubian. 

The concert, which is expected to sell out, is the second show the AGBU Western
District has organized in 2019. The first sold-out concert was hosted back in January
in honor of Arno Babajanyan, which was a huge success. The AGBU Western District
has entered a new era with its new state-of-the-art Performing Arts Center making it
possible to host and produce beautiful concerts and theatrical performances for the
community at large.  

For concert tickets and more information please visit www.showclix.com/event/agbuge or
call the AGBU Western District office at 626-794-7942. 

NEW TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT FOR BERD
STATE MULTINATIONAL COLLEGE

Through funding from Arme-
niaTools4Schools, the Berd Voca-
tional State School in the Tavush
region in Armenia received
$25,000 in tools, equipment, and
supplies from December, 2018
through April 2019.  This support
re-establishes a welding depart-
ment at the school, re-supplies the
electrical department, and dou-
bled the equipment in their
sewing and tailoring department. 

Founded in 1972, the Berd
Craftsman State School was a top
vocational education and training
institution with functioning work-
shops and laboratories that pro-
vided training in many fields.
Tuition is free at the school and
the average age of students ranges
from 16-20 years. It is the only vo-
cational school in the Berd region
and its graduates work in the 16
villages surrounding the town of
Berd. After the transition to a mar-
ket-based economy and increas-
ing budget costs to the government because of the war, funding to the school declined
and some departments became nonoperational.  

The equipment comes at a key time when enrollment at the school declined 33%
from 2013-2018.   The principal, Anna Avalyan, explained “we have good instructors
to teach welding, we just don’t have the tools and equipment to teach that trade.”
The new shipment of tools restores the welding department at the school.  Armeni-
aTools4schools is a North Carolina non-profit charitable organization dedicated to
supporting vocational schools in Armenia. George Bournazian, President of Arme-
niaTools4Schools in Raleigh, North Carolina said “We’re proud to be helping the
Berd Region rebuild and it starts with empowering the students by giving them the
tools and equipment to start their professional careers. We look forward to continu-
ing this program with more regions throughout Armenia.”

Knight Electronics in Dallas, Texas worked with ArmeniaTools4Schools to pro-
vide the equipment, tools and supplies at substantially reduced prices for charitable
and educational purposes through their Knight Educational Products Division.  “I
have known George Bournazian for 15 years and when he came to us with this plan
to provide support to Armenian vocational schools, we were ready to support him
and the next generation of Armenian trade professionals” said John Knight, President
of Knight Electronics. 

This effort is in part, to help re-build economic infrastructure and strengthen the
social institutions in the Berd region.  After enduring 20 years of devasting war, the
Armenian villagers along the Azerbaijan border in the Berd region continue to suf-
fer deaths and injuries from sniper fire. 

Top detective in
Amulsar case under
internal investigation

ARMENPRESS. Chief investigator
of the criminal investigation into the
Amulsar gold mine project Yura
Ivanyan is under internal investigation,
Investigative Committee spokesperson
Naira Harutyunyan told ARMEN-
PRESS.

She said the investigation will de-
termine the accuracy of an information
alleging Ivanyan’s partiality in the case.

Yura Ivanyan is the Head of the De-
partment for Investigation of Corrup-
tion-related Property Crimes and
Cybercrimes at the Investigative Com-
mittee.  

Earlier Ivanyan had said that there
are no grounds to continue the criminal
investigation into the Amulsar project.
The announcement was made after an
international audit company – ELARD-
published its Environmental Impact As-
sessment conclusion about the Amulsar
project’s risks.
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