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San Francisco, CA -- HIVE Ventures, the leading venture

fund focused on investing in Armenian entrepreneurs, is

hosting its fifth annual HIVE Tech Summit in Yerevan, Ar-

menia on Saturday, October 5, 2019 at The American Uni-

versity of Armenia.

HIVE Ventures provides Armenian startups with invest-

ment, mentorship, and access to Silicon Valley resources and

network while serving as an important bridge between Ar-

menia and Silicon Valley.  In addition, HIVE helps US-based

companies open offices in Armenia.  

To date, HIVE has invested in over 40 startups across the

US and Armenia, including ServiceTitan, Gecko Robotics and

ShopMonkey. HIVE has co-invested with leading venture

capital funds including Y Combinator, Iconiq Capital, Besse-

mer Venture Partners, Founders Fund, Intel Capital and

Amazon.   

The HIVE Tech Summit will include 1:1 meetings with

startups and investors, and panels and presentations from

some of the most successful Silicon Valley entrepreneurs and

investors. There will also be a pitch competition with the

winning startup receiving $25k investment through HIVE.

The event will feature speakers from many of the top VC

funds and technology companies including Kleiner Perkins,

Google, NextPlay Capital, Square, Chime, Netflix, Kapor

Capital, ServiceTitan, Nova Credit, UpWest Labs, Spark Cap-

ital and more.

“When HIVE was founded, there were only a handful of

investable startups but now, thanks to capital and access to

mentorship, there are thousands,” states Nina Achadjian,

Partner with HIVE Ventures. “It’s been inspiring to watch

the Armenian entrepreneurial scene grow tremendously over

the last few years. And the beauty of it is that we are just be-

ginning!”  

HIVE Ventures is based in San Francisco and Yerevan and

is backed by the Hirair & Anna Hovnanian Foundation and

run by Partner Nina Achadjian.

For more information about the Tech Summit, go to
www.hiveventures.co.

CONTACT:
Kim Bardakian
kbardakian@yahoo.com
510-499-5723

SILICON VALLEY
INNOVATORS RETURN TO

ARMENIA

Dear Friends and Neighbors,

When my wife and I became parents five years ago, we quickly learned that being

a parent and raising a child is both the hardest and simultaneously most important job

we will ever have.  It’s been a great blessing to raise our son in the city of Glendale -

the same city I grew up in. As a parent and your elected city clerk, I ask myself every-

day, “What can I do to leave a brighter future for my child and to coming genera-

tions?”

Like many of you, I have watched our nation divide itself along political lines, and

I cannot sit back and watch the impact it is having both nationally and locally, with-

out rolling up my sleeves to bring common sense solutions to the challenges we face.

Many of you have encouraged, urged and asked that I run for city council and I took

all of your calls, emails, and comments to heart. 

It is for this reason that I’m writing to let you, my closest supporters, know that I

have decided to run for the vacant seat on the Glendale City Council in the upcoming

election in March of 2020.

Over the last 14 years, I’ve been fortunate enough to follow and be engaged with

all matters and affairs concerning our Jewel City. I’ve witnessed what Glendale was,

what it is, and what it is becoming. But most importantly, I know what it can be if we

work together.  Given my breadth of experience in City Hall, I know our city’s

strengths, and I definitely know where it needs change and improvement. Despite all

progress and everything we have accomplished, we have work to do.

In the coming weeks and months, you will hear more from my campaign about

where I stand and why, but I wanted you to be the first to know about this important

step I am taking. In these trying times, the national stage deserves our attention, but

let’s not forget that change starts here, at home. Nowhere do our actions matter more

than at the local level. I have devoted myself to the City of Glendale, and now humbly

ask for your support as I seek to continue serving our Jewel City by joining the City

Council.

Ardy Kassakhian
Candidate for Glendale City Council

ARDY KASSAKHIAN
FOR

GLENDALE CITY COUNCIL

WASHINGTON, D.C.

- The California State Sen-

ate passed the Turkish Di-

vestment Bill, AB 1320, on

September 11, with 33 out

of 40 State Senators vot-

ing in favor and the re-

maining 7 abstaining,

reported the Armenian

Assembly of America. CA

State Senator Andreas

Borgeas (R-8), whose dis-

trict covers California's

San Joaquin Valley,

served as the floor man-

ager of this bill. AB 1320

now moves back to the

California State Assem-

bly, where it has enjoyed

broad bipartisan support,

for a concurrence vote be-

fore it is sent to California

Governor Gavin New-

som's desk.

Formally known as the "Public employee retire-

ment systems: prohibited investments: Turkey" bill,

this legislation was introduced and principally au-

thored by California State Assemblymember Adrin

Nazarian (D-46). The bill would prohibit California's

public employment retirement agencies - CalPERS

and CalSTRS - from making new investments or re-

newing existing investments in Turkish government-

issued and controlled debt securities and bonds,

pending U.S. government sanctions on Turkey for the

latter's state-sponsored denial of the Armenian Geno-

cide.

In addition to Assemblymember Nazarian, AB

1320 was co-introduced by State Assemblymembers

Laura Friedman (D-43) and Jesse Gabriel (D-45), prin-

cipally co-authored by State Senator Anthony Portan-

tino (D-25), and co-authored by State Senator Scott

Wilk (R-21) and State Assemblymembers Phillip Chen

(R-55), Luz Rivas (D-39), and Chris Holden (D-41).

Prior to this vote, AB 1320 was approved on Au-

gust 30 by the CA State Senate Appropriations Com-

mittee, on July 2 by the CA State Senate Judiciary

Committee, and on June 26 by the CA State Senate

Labor, Public Employment and Retirement (LPER)

Committee. Significantly, Armenian Assembly of

America Southern California Regional Council mem-

ber, Helen Haig, jointly testified with Assemblymem-

ber Nazarian about the moral and economic merits of

AB 1320 during the Senate Judiciary Committee hear-

ing and vote, while Armenian Assembly Western Re-

gion Director, Mihran Toumajan, joined

Assemblymember Nazarian to testify before the Sen-

ate LPER Committee's hearing and vote. 

"On behalf of Armenian Assembly of America ac-

tivists and members in the State of California, we ex-

tend our gratitude to CA State Assembymember

Nazarian for authoring and shepherding this bill in

both state legislative chambers," stated Armenian As-

sembly of America Western Region Director Touma-

jan. 

CALIFORNIA STATE SENATE PASSES TURKISH
DIVESTMENT BILL

California State Assemblymember Adrin Nazarian with Armenian Assembly Western Re-
gion Director Mihran Toumajan, Armenian Assembly Southern California Regional Coun-

cil Member Helen Haig, and Deacon Daniel Aydenian
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LOS ANGELES – The world premiere

of “Constantinople,” the latest work by

award-winning playwright and director

Aram Kouyoumdjian, is being staged by

Vista Players, the acclaimed theater en-

semble that “set the standard by which

others were judged,” at the Secret Rose

Theatre in North Hollywood. “Constan-

tinople” will open on Friday, September

27, 2019 for a six-weekend run through

November 2.

A tale of resilience, the fast-paced, 90-

minute production focuses on the Armen-

ian community in the former Ottoman

capital during the post-Genocide era at a

time of political intrigue, military struggle,

and a growing feminist movement.

“Constantinople” centers around Ve-

hanoush, the editor of a feminist journal,

and Roupen, a guerilla fighter (“fedayee”),

who coordinate missions for the recovery

of women and children abducted during

the Genocide and also for the transport of

weapons into Armenia. Their idealism is

challenged, however, as the political situ-

ation around them takes a darker turn and

endangers their own lives.

Jade Hykush (Vehanoush) and Travis

Laughlin (Roupen) are joined in the cast

by Eva Abramian, Jonathan Fishman,

Kristin Mothersbaugh, Luc Rosenthal, and

Robert Walters. The show’s design team

boasts the talents of Alan Tollefson (sets),

Henrik Mansourian (lighting), and Allison

Dillard (costumes), fresh off an Ovation

Award win. Ara Dabandjian is the pro-

duction’s original music composer and

Armineh Hovanesian its stage manager.

Kouyoumdjian is the winner of Elly

Awards for both playwriting (“The

Farewells”) and directing (“Three Ho-

tels”), and has been hailed for having “an

adventurous artistic sensibility for intelli-

gent productions” (Sacramento Bee). His

feature plays and solo pieces have been

performed in half a dozen cities, from Los

Angeles (Fountain Theatre) to London

(Finborough Theatre). His most recent

productions include “Happy Armenians”;

the open-air, site-specific performance “i

Go On” at DTLA’s Grand Park; and last

year’s world premiere of “William

Saroyan: The Unpublished Plays in Per-

formance.”

Performances of “Constantinople” are

on Friday and Saturday nights at 8:00 pm,

and on Sundays at 3:00 pm. Due to the in-

timate nature of the theater space, no late

seating will be allowed.

Tickets ($20-$40) can be purchased at
www.itsmyseat.com/constantinople.

WORLD PREMIERE OF
ARAM

KOUYOUMDJIAN’S
“CONSTANTINOPLE”

TO BE STAGED BY
AWARD-WINNING

VISTA PLAYERS

GLENDALE, CA - It’s an age-old,

cringe-worthy question: where is your

groom? The true to  life story of conven-

tional marriage in the new world is spun

into a comedy play that will take place

on Sunday, October 6, 2019 at the land-

mark Alex Theatre. 

The vibrant characters, who all exude

a sense of warmth and familiarity, con-

vey the challenges of being caught be-

tween two cultures in this laugh out

loud comedy filled with theatrical hijinx.

The contemporary play, by Taleen

Babayan, appeals to all generations and

highlights themes common in today’s

Diaspora, including the preservation of

cultural identity in a melting-pot society.

The performance, with sponsor support

from the Nazerian Group, comes on the

heels of a sold-out show brimming with

700 audience members in Pasadena last

spring.

“Our second show will be even big-

ger and better,” said veteran actor and

comedian Harout Soghomonian, who

plays the role of the family patriarch.

“I’ve really enjoyed being part of this

production and collaborating with the

next generation to stage an unforgettable

show at the Alex Theatre.”

A meaningful narrative is weaved

through comedy that conveys a slice of

Diasporan life, ultimately encouraging

discussion that lies at the heart of Ar-

menian conversation. Through thought-

ful dialogue, relevant issues are tackled

and explored that “relay the frustrations

of Armenian-Americans caught between

the tensions of maintaining the tradi-

tions of a race almost extinguished from

this earth a century ago and the desire to

live a modern life,” according to past au-

dience member Sheri Jordan, who notes

that the play is infused with allusions to

Armenian culture and history, while

maintaining a balance of English and Ar-

menian dialogue. 

“Where is Your Groom?” is a satire

that will ring true for every Armenian-

American and is a love poem dedication

to the Armenian people akin to the style

of Neil Simon or Woody Allen at their

best,” said Jordan. 

The Alex Theatre, a historic home to

illustrious performances, will be the

most monumental venue to date for the

play that originated five years ago at the

legendary Players Theatre in New York

City’s Greenwich Village. This show will

mark the 15th staging of the original and

its sequel, which has performed for com-

munities around the United States, from

Boston to Philadelphia to Washington

D.C. to Fresno, among other cities - wel-

coming well over 5,000 audience mem-

bers and more than 50 cast and crew

members who related to the script and

characters.

“I quickly connected to the play as a

whole and the main character of Lara in

particular because I too make an effort to

balance a contemporary life and main-

tain strong ties to my heritage,” said

singer and actress Mariette Soudjian.

“The character’s outside the box curios-

ity clashes in a customary community,

which makes for great comedy.” 

While the original play revolved

around an Armenian-American family’s

quest to find their daughter a suitable

partner, the sequel focuses on the over-

bearing nature of Armenian parents,

eager to plan a wedding in their own

way - satirizing traditional elements of

the Armenian family and cultural life.

“I absolutely love and appreciate

projects that explore family dynamics

through culture and generations,” said

actress Helen Kalognomos, who por-

trays the character of the clever and zeal-

ous grandmother. “Taleen’s writing is

honest, funny and heart-warming and I

wish I could be both on stage and in the

audience for this one.”

The current Los Angeles-based 20-

member cast and crew are all Diasporan-

Armenians with roots from across the

globe, including the U.S., Lebanon,

Kuwait, Iraq, Iran and Armenia, who

share a love for the arts and are eager to

have a voice in this present-day preva-

lent discourse. 

“Conveying my Armenian culture

through this creative platform has been

both fulfilling and enjoyable,” said

Aleen L. Khanjian, Esq., who joins the

comic mix as the non-Armenian wed-

ding planner. “The energy and rawness

of this play is funny and engaging to all

generations.”

The seminal work, which creates a

diverse and unique space for members

of all ages and backgrounds to explore

the performing arts, has been staged at

celebrated venues such as SVA Theatre,

Columbia University’s Miller Theatre

and Arsenal Center for the Arts, while

benefiting Armenian organizations, in-

cluding Friends of Warm Hearth (Arme-

nia), Armenian Relief Society (Boston),

Knights & Daughters of Vartan (Wash-

ington D.C.), Holy Cross Armenian

Church (New York City), St. Gregory Ar-

menian Church (Philadelphia), Abree

Foundation (Washington D.C.) and

Tekeyan Cultural Association (Armenia -

Sponsor a Teacher), bringing together a

manifold experience on stage, backstage,

in the audience - and the community as

a whole.

“Taleen proves adept at capturing

the comedic side of the tragic reality of

assimilation,” said Jordan. “While she

serves up generous helpings of first-gen-

eration Armenian-centric jokes, the story

and characters are relatable across virtu-

ally every immigrant ethnic minority.”

“Where Is Your Groom? (!"#$% &'()
*:) II” features Harout Soghomonian,

Maro Ajemian, Mariette Soudjian, Helen

Kalognomos, Mary Basmadjian, Mardik

Iskenderian, Vatche Ghanimian, Henry

Abadjian, Haig Hovnanian, Joseph Hov-

sepian, Chris Kioudjian, Harven

Danielian, Liza Iskenderian, Aleen

Khanjian, Asdghig Abadjian, Aleen

Vartkessian, Arees Setrak, Hannah Pol-

lock and Arevig Abadjian. The perform-

ance will take place on Sunday, October

6, 2019 at the Alex Theatre in Glendale,

CA. Red carpet at 5:30 pm and show at

6:00 pm. Running time is 2 hours in-

cluding intermission. Play is in English

with some Armenian. Tickets are avail-

able online at www.alextheatre.org by

phone at 818-243-ALEX (2539). For any

questions, please contact 818.689.2217.

Humor-Filled Sequel to Where Is Your Groom?
to be Staged at Alex Theatre this Fall

Sunday, October 6, 2019
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“Faith within the Struggle” – a theme

with universal appeal, was the topic for

Armenian Cilicia Evangelical Church’s

inaugural women’s day retreat. Fifty

women representing various churches

within the Armenian community – Evan-

gelical, Brotherhood, Brethren, and

Apostolic Churches gathered in Derian

Hall on Saturday, September 7, 2019 for

a day of spiritual renewal and fellow-

ship.

The retreat featured Prof. Sophia Ma-

gallanes, an adjunct professor at Fuller

Theological Seminary, an Old Testament

scholar who specializes in the Book of

Job. Prof. Magallanes anchored the re-

treat theme on Job 23:10 – “When he has

tested me, I will come forth as gold.”

Through the presentations and group

discussions, Prof. Magallanes navigated

the women through challenging material

and difficult questions such as: When

was a time you felt like God was absent

within your struggle? When was a time

you felt that God was present, but hands

off within your struggle?

The day retreat was enthusiastically

emceed by Doris Melkonian. Blessings

were delivered by three badvelis’ wives:

Jeanette Melkonian delivered the open-

ing prayer; Sioni Shanlian gave the bless-

ing for the meal; and Dr. Alina

Megerditchian said the closing prayer.

The retreat luncheon was generously

sponsored by Jeanette Melkonian, and

included a short program. Maral

Parseghian, accompanied on the piano

by Esther Assilian, graced the audience

with several selections. Moments of

laughter occurred when Mariette Khan-

jian and Arous Albarian conducted the

raffle drawing, and Arda Melkonian sur-

prised the women with other prizes. Fi-

nally, all the women received beautiful

tote bags imprinted with the retreat

theme and verse lovingly donated by Es-

ther Assilian. 

Rev. Serop Megerditchian, pastor of

the Armenian Cilicia Evangelical Church

bookended the day retreat with words of

welcome and closing comments. Rev.

Megerditchian and Rev. Hovhaness

Melkonian gave the benediction in Eng-

lish and Armenian, respectively. 

The committee, spearheaded by

Doris Melkonian, consisted of Arous Al-

barian, Esther Assilian, Mariette Khan-

jian, Dr. Alina Megerditchian, Arda

Melkonian, and Jeanette Melkonian. The

day retreat launches the 2019-2020 year

for the Armenian Cilicia Evangelical

Church of Pasadena.

Armenian Cilicia
Evangelical Church

Dr. Taner Akçam to 
Receive Lifetime
Achievement Award

FAIR LAWN, NJ - Honor-
ing the bravery and staunch ef-
forts of historian Dr. Taner
Akçam to uncover the truth
about the Armenian Genocide
throughout his robust career, the
Knights & Daughters of Vartan
will present him with a Lifetime
Achievement Award on Friday,
October 25, 2019, at St. Leon
Abadjian Hall, under the aus-
pices of His Grace Bishop Daniel
Findikyan, Primate of the Dio-
cese of the Armenian Church of America
(Eastern).

A leading scholar on the Armenian Geno-
cide - and one of the first Turkish intellectu-
als to acknowledge and openly discuss the
Armenian Genocide - Dr. Akçam authored
the groundbreaking book Killing Orders -
Talat Pasha’s Telegrams and the Armenian
Genocide, verifying archival evidence that the
Turkish government continues to deny in re-
lation to the Armenian Genocide. In an in-
terview with The New York Times, where Dr.
Akçam was referred to as the “Sherlock
Holmes of the Armenian Genocide,” he states
his hope that the evidence uncovered in
Killing Orders would “remove the last brick
of the denialist wall.”

“My firm belief as a Turk is that democ-
racy and human rights in Turkey can only be
established by facing history and acknowl-
edging historic wrongdoings,” said Dr.
Akçam, who received in PhD in 1996 from
the University of Hannover with a disserta-
tion titled Turkish National and the Armen-
ian Genocide: On the Background of the
Military Tribunals in Istanbul between 1919
and 1922.

Dr. Taner Akçam, the Robert Aram and
Marianne Kaloosdian and Stephen and Mar-

ian Mugar Professor of Armenian Genocide
Studies at the Strassler Center for Holocaust
and Genocide Studies at Clark University, is
an internationally recognized human rights
activist. 

In addition to honoring Dr. Akçam, the

program will include special recognition
posthumously for Aram Andonian & Rev. Fr.
Krikor Guerguerian, who initiated and pre-
served the Istanbul Military Tribunal Docu-
ments of 1919-1921. Dr. Edmund
Guerguerian, the nephew of Rev. Fr. Guer-
guerian, will also be recognized for providing
the Guerguerian archives. Dr. Mary Papaz-
ian, President of San Jose State University,
will serve as the keynote speaker and Profes-
sor Vartan Abdo, Founding Director of the
Armenian Radio Hour of New Jersey, as the
Master of Ceremonies. Remarks from promi-
nent scholars and elected officials will occur
throughout the program. 

The banquet honoring Dr. Akçam will
take place on Friday, October 25, 2019 at
6:15 pm at St. Leon Abadjian Hall, located at
12-61 Saddle River, Rd in Fair Lawn, New
Jersey. The event is hosted by the Knights &
Daughters of Vartan and its Times Square
Armenian Genocide Commemoration Com-
mittee. Suggested donation is $125. For
reservations please contact Hirant Gulian
201-313-1762 (woeskygg@gmail.com) or
Christine Akyemeniciyan 516-330-0657
(Christine_aky@ yahoo.com).

!"#$$% &"&"'"%

()*)+,-)

Inaugural Women’s Day Retreat at  Armenian Cilicia Evangelical Church
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