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WASHINGTON, D.C. - The Armen-

ian Assembly of America (Assembly) an-

nounced that a panel of diplomats will

share their insights on "United States-Ar-

menia Relations: Democratic Reforms

and U.S. Assistance" during the Assem-

bly's National Advocacy Conference in

Washington, D.C. on Monday, September

16, 2019. 

The speakers include John Evans,

who served as U.S. Ambassador to Ar-

menia from 2004 to 2006; John Heffern,

who was U.S. Ambassador to Armenia

from 2011 to 2014 prior to his appoint-

ment as Acting Assistant Secretary for

European and Eurasian Affairs in 2017;

Rouben Shougarian, who served as the

Ambassador of Armenia to the U.S. from

1993 to 1999; and Armenia's current Am-

bassador to the U.S. Varuzhan Ners-

esyan.

"We are honored to have such a dis-

tinguished group of Ambassadors serve

on what promises to be a great panel dis-

cussion," Assembly Executive Director

Bryan Ardouny stated. 

The keynote speaker for the Advo-

cacy Conference is David Bohigian,

Overseas Private Investment Corpora-

tion (OPIC) Acting President and Chief

Executive Officer (CEO), who will be dis-

cussing "Economic Developments and

Investments in Armenia." Bohigian is the

highest ranking Armenian American of-

ficial in the Administration and traveled

to Armenia last year in his official capac-

ity. OPIC has helped finance numerous

projects in Armenia over the years.

Other panels include "Religious Free-

dom in Turkey and the Middle East" and

"The Importance of Advocacy."

In addition to the National Advocacy

Conference and Gala honoring Con-

gresswoman Jackie Speier (D-CA) on

Monday, September 16, the following

day on September 17 will include con-

gressional meetings capped with a re-

ception on Capitol Hill celebrating

U.S.-Armenia relations.

Tickets are available online at

www.aimhye.com/events/tickets. For

more information on the National Advo-

cacy Conference, visit www.aimhye.com.

AMBASSADORS TO SPEAK ON UNITED
STATES-ARMENIA RELATIONS AT

ARMENIAN ASSEMBLY'S NATIONAL
ADVOCACY CONFERENCE

Ambassadors John Evans, John Heffern, Rouben Shougarian, and Varuzhan Nersesyan

French
parliamentarians
arrive in Artsakh

YEREVAN, SEPTEMBER 10, AR-

MENPRESS. French parliamentary dele-

gation has arrived in Artsakh on a 3-day

working visit. Deputy President of the

National Assembly of Artsakh Vahram

Balayan met them near We Are Our

Mountains monument.

As ARMENPRESS was informed

from the press service of the National As-

sembly of Artsakh, the French delega-

tions is scheduled to meet with the

representatives of Artsakh’s legislative

and executive bodies, as well as to carry

out cognitive tours to educational and

cultural institutions and production fa-

cilities.

YEREVAN, SEPTEMBER 10, ARMENPRESS. Armenia’s

Chief Commissioner for Diaspora Affairs Zareh Sinanyan met

with a number of Armenian students at the Armenian museum

in Moscow on the sidelines of his working visit to Russia, his

Office told Armenpress.

The meeting has been organized by the Armenian Youth

Union of Moscow. It was also attended by CEO of Repat Ar-

menia Foundation Vardan Marashlyan.

The Chief Commissioner firstly introduced the activity of

the Office, summed up the results of the meeting with the youth

and highlighted the need to engage young people from differ-

ent communities of the Diaspora to the works of the Office.

The meeting also touched upon the current legislative ob-

stacles in the procedures of attracting Diaspora-Armenians in

the state system. The Chief Commissioner informed that the

preparation works of the bill on Repatriation have already

launched, and the country should be ready for repatriation not

only in legislative terms, but also with infrastructures. “The

state should enable its compatriots to live, work in Armenia, in-

vest the potential in the homeland”, Sinanyan said.

In their turn the young students, who were from different

educational facilities of Russia, stated that they pay great at-

tention to repatriation, but are not well informed about Arme-

nia’s opportunities, jobs and social services. They stated that

some of them are ready to return and work in the homeland

and proposed to create platforms for awareness raising in the

future. The Chief Commissioner for Diaspora Affairs said the

website of his Office will be available soon which will provide

affordable information and numerous innovative opportuni-

ties.

The students also proposed to create NGOs in different

communities aimed at contributing to repatriation by using es-

pecially the potential of the youth.

Armenian students of Russian universities present proposals
to Zareh Sinanyan

Parliament adopts bill
on ratifying military
cooperation agreement
between Armenia and
Lebanon

The Armenian Parliament adopted

the bill on ratifying the military coopera-

tion agreement between Armenia and

Lebanon at the first reading.

The bill has been submitted by the

government.

Deputy defense minister Gabriel Bal-

ayan highlighted the necessity of adopt-

ing the bill and stated that Armenia has

several prospective cooperation pro-

grams with Lebanon, and the adoption

of the bill will enable to make the current

ties and contacts more substantial.

Armenian minister
participates in 24th
World Energy
Congress in
Abu Dhabi, UAE

Armenian minister of territorial ad-

ministration and infrastructures Suren

Papikyan met with Chair of the World

Energy Council Younghoon David Kim

on September 9 in Abu Dhabi on the

sidelines of the 24th World Energy Con-

gress, the ministry told Armenpress.

During the meeting the officials dis-

cussed the future cooperation directions

between the organization and Armenia’s

national committee. Minister Papikyan

invited David Kim to Armenia to get ac-

quainted with the energy opportunities

of the country.

Armenian Ambassador to the United

Arab Emirates Mher Mkrtumyan accom-

panied the minister during the tour in

the expo of the Congress.

Investigative Committee
of Armenia presses charges
against former president’s
brother

The Investigative Committee of Ar-

menia pressed charges against Levon

Sargsyan, the brother of former President

of Armenia Serzh Sargsyan, in the side-

lines of the criminal case over the em-

bezzlements during the construction of

North-South highway.

Manhunt has been declared. The In-

vestigative Committee submitted a mo-

tion to the court on choosing detention as

a preventive measure for Levon

Sargsyan.  

Yerevan mayor denies
resignation rumors

Mayor of Yerevan Hayk Marutyan

has denied media rumors on his resig-

nation.

“We’ve only begun working, my

first year in office hasn’t passed yet,” he

told reporters.

“We have raised the city budget by 2

billion drams, we are revising all illegal

tenders and privatizations. We have

great plans, why should I resign?”

Addressing accusations regarding

the waste management issue of Yerevan,

the mayor said the problem has already

been solved.
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Glendale, CA (September 10, 2019) –

The Armenian American Museum and

Cultural Center of California has an-

nounced that its highly anticipated 2nd

Annual Gala will be held on Sunday, De-

cember 8, 2019 at The Beverly Hilton in

Beverly Hills, California.

Hundreds of supporters, community

leaders, and public officials are expected

to attend the signature event of the year

to celebrate and support the landmark

project as it approaches its historic

groundbreaking year.

“We are truly excited to announce the

2nd Annual Armenian American Mu-

seum Gala as the project approaches its

historic groundbreaking year,” stated Ex-

ecutive Chairman Berdj Karapetian. “We

look forward to celebrating and support-

ing the landmark project with our com-

munity on December 8th.”

The announcement of the 2nd An-

nual Gala comes on the heels of the ap-

pointment of the museum’s exhibition

design firm and project design team. The

museum plans to begin construction in

2020.

The City of Glendale has dedicated a

premier location for the museum in

downtown Central Park as part of the

city’s arts and entertainment district.

The Armenian American Museum

will be the first world class cultural and

educational center of its kind in America.

The museum program will feature a per-

manent Armenian exhibition, temporary

multicultural exhibitions, performing

arts theater, learning center, demonstra-

tion kitchen, and much more.

More than 1,000 attendees gathered

for the museum’s Inaugural Gala last

year. The Gala honored Glendale City

Council for securing the museum’s fu-

ture site. The Gala also honored Califor-

nia State Senator Anthony J. Portantino,

California State Senate President pro

Tempore Emeritus Kevin de León, Cali-

fornia State Assemblymember Adrin

Nazarian, and California State Assembly

Speaker Anthony Rendon for securing

major funding from the State of Califor-

nia. Los Angeles County Supervisor

Kathryn Barger surprised the audience

with a $1 million check presentation dur-

ing the event. Fox 11 Morning News An-

chor/Reporter Araksya Karapetyan

served as the Master of Ceremonies for

the evening.

Honorees and special guests of the

2nd Annual Gala will be announced

soon.

To reserve tickets and learn more

about sponsorship opportunities for the

2nd Annual Gala, visit www.AAM-

Gala.org or call (818) 644-2073. The reser-

vation deadline is November 8, 2019.

About the Armenian American Mu-
seum

The Armenian American Museum and
Cultural Center of California is a develop-
ing project in Glendale, California with a
mission to promote understanding and ap-
preciation of America’s ethnic and cultural
diversity by sharing the Armenian Ameri-
can experience. The museum will serve as
a cultural campus that enriches the com-
munity, educates the public on the Armen-
ian American story, and empowers

individuals to embrace cultural diversity
and speak out against prejudice.

The governance of the museum is en-
trusted to ten Armenian American cul-
tural, philanthropic, and religious
non-profit institutions including the Ar-
menian Catholic Eparchy, Armenian Cul-
tural Foundation, Armenian Evangelical
Union of North America, Armenian Gen-
eral Benevolent Union Western District,
Armenian Missionary Association of
America, Armenian Relief Society Western
USA, Nor Or Charitable Foundation, Nor
Serount Cultural Association, Western
Diocese of the Armenian Church of North
America, and Western Prelacy of the Ar-
menian Apostolic Church.



Armenian American Museum Announces 2nd Annual Gala on December 8
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Armenian Studies Program
California State University,
Fresno
Pianist
Sofya Melikyan in
Concert at Fresno State

Award-winning pianist Sofya Me-
likyan will perform in recital as part of the
“Young Armenian Talent” series of the
Philip Lorenz Memorial Keyboard Concert
Series at Fresno State. The performance
will take place at 7:30PM on Friday, Sep-
tember 27 in the Concert Hall on the Fresno
State campus. Melikyan will be performing
works by Chopin, Rachmaninov, Komitas,
and Geghuni Chitchyan.

The concert is co-sponsored by the Ar-
menian Studies Program of Fresno State
and the Thomas A. Kooyumjian Family
Foundation. 

Melikyan has recently performed in
recitals at Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center,
the American Liszt Society in New York,
the Kennedy Center in Washington, DC,
Guangzhou Opera House in China, Bul-
garia Concert Hall in Sofia, Santiago de
Compostela Auditorium in Spain,
“Chopin+” Festival in Luxembourg, as
well as debuts with the North Shore Sym-
phony Orchestra in Chicago and Vancou-
ver Symphony in USA. 

Born in Yerevan, Armenia, Sofya Me-
likyan began her musical formation at the
Tchaikovsky Special School of Yerevan with
Anahit Shajbazyan. She completed her fur-
ther training at the Royal Conservatory of
Madrid with Joaquin Soriano (graduated
with Honors), Ecole Normale de Musique
Alfred Cortot in Paris with Ramzi Yassa
(graduated with Honors) and Manhattan
School of Music in New York with Solomon
Mikowsky.

Hailed for her “magnificent singing line
and exquisite artistic sensibility,” this Ar-
menian-born pianist is recognized as an
artist with a unique voice combining “high-
wire virtuosity” with “deep musical intu-
ition and the ability to connect with the
audience” (Mundoclasico). 

General tickets for the Concert are
available for $25 per person, for seniors at
$18 per person, and students $5 per person.
Ticket reservations for the concert may be
made by calling 278-2337. 

Tickets may also be purchased online at
the following website: http://www.key-
boardconcerts.com/concert-sofya-melik-
yan.aspx.

Free parking will be available in Lot P1
(Shaw and Maple entrance to campus). For
more information please contact the Ar-
menian Studies Program at 278-2669 or
visit fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies.

LOS ANGELES, CA  Over 300

guests gathered at the California Club in

downtown Los Angeles on September 7,

2019 to pay tribute to AUA President

Emeritus Dr. Armen Der Kiureghian who

served as the fourth president of AUA

July 2014-June 2019. The event raised

over $350,000 and the proceeds will go

toward establishing the Armen & Nelly

Der Kiureghian Endowed Scholarship

Fund earmarked for scholarships to

young veterans returning to AUA to con-

tinue their education. The scholarships

available through this new fund will add

another favorable dimension to the safe

environment AUA provides for young

veterans to smoothly transition back to

student life and continue their studies,

build a career, and grow to become re-

sponsible citizens of Armenia.

Co-chairs Lori Muncherian and Ar-

sine Phillips welcomed the guests and

following the invocation by archbishops

Hovnan Derderian and Moushegh

Mardirossian, Dr. Mary Papazian, Presi-

dent of San Jose State University (SJSU),

gave the opening remarks. Papazian ap-

plauded Dr. Der Kiureghian for his tire-

less efforts in many facets of University

administration, making special reference

to the memorandum of understanding

signed between SJSU and AUA, by

which SJSU hosted several AUA students

this past summer along with a staff mem-

ber from student affairs. 

Speaking next was Sinan Sinanian, a

member of the AGBU Council of Trustees

and AUA Board of Trustees. For AGBU

as a founding supporter of the Univer-

sity, he considered AUA as the most suc-

cessful investment in Armenia.

A video presentation followed high-

lighting the many accomplishments of

AUA during Dr. Der Kiureghian’s

tenure, not the least of which was the

launch and completion of the 100 Pillars

campaign, the creation of the Entrepre-

neurship & Product Innovation Center

(EPIC), the start of three new degree pro-

grams, as well as the establishment of the

offices of Student Affairs and Counsel-

ing.

A highlight of the evening were the

words of Arman Vardanyan, a veteran

who is now a senior at AUA majoring in

English and Communications: “Every

time I passed by the AUA buildings as a

young teenager, I dreamt of becoming a

student there one day. Well, dreams come

true for those who dream but also take

action. I did get admitted to AUA and I

am now chasing my dream.”

When he was still a freshman at

AUA, Vardanyan received the call of

duty and had to put his studies on hold

to serve in the military for two years. He

was a soldier during the April 2016 Four-

Day-War in Artsakh and served his coun-

try with dignity and honor. Upon return

to AUA, he was grateful for the warm

welcome and a full scholarship, which

made his transition back to civilian life so

much smoother. “That is when I felt the

sense of belonging to a community that

believes in me and has my back. I set my

mind to study hard to become a better

citizen of Armenia and also a citizen of

the world. AUA has made this possible. I

am surrounded and continually inspired

by excellent administrators, outstanding

faculty and staff at AUA, all of which I

attribute to the tremendous leadership of

Dr. Armen Der Kiureghian. On behalf of

all my fellow students, and particularly

in the name of the growing number of re-

turning veterans, I extend my deepest

gratitude to Dr. Der Kiureghian for al-

ways staying focused on students.”

Der Kiureghian’s daughter, Naira

and son, Sebouh added a personal touch

to the evening when they talked about

their father’s dedication to AUA. “A

defining characteristic of my father has

been his readiness to roll up his sleeves

and make sacrifices when his homeland

needed him,” noted Sebouh. “At the

graduation party, I was amazed at how

students were competing with each other

for an opportunity to take selfies with

him. Throughout my years in both un-

dergraduate and graduate schools, I’ve

never seen students so excited about

their university president,” added Naira.

A surprise guest appearance was

made by Armenian jazz pianist Vahagn

Hayrapetyan who entertained the atten-

dees with beautiful musical renditions.

Next at the podium was Dr. Lawrence

“Larry” Pitts, chairman of the Board of

Trustees of AUA. Pitts said that the Vel-

vet Revolution had shifted the country

toward a new path and that, “AUA has

become the premier university in the re-

gion under Dr. Der Kiureghian’s leader-

ship.” Among the many

accomplishments of the University dur-

ing Dr. Der Kiureghian’s tenure, Pitts ac-

knowledged the continued support of

those gathered and many other donors

that have grown the “AUA endowment

from $19.8 million to $61.6 million.”

Dr. Pitts then invited Dr. Der Ki-

ureghian and his wife Nelly on stage

where he presented them with a beauti-

ful sculpture by Michael Aram and a

book of testimonies by many AUA fac-

ulty, staff, and students.

Noticeably overwhelmed, Dr. Der

Kureghian thanked members of the or-

ganizing committee and the AUA Devel-

opment team for putting together such a

lovely evening. “It’s hard to put into

words what I am feeling tonight,” he

said. “I want to thank the Board of

Trustees and all my colleagues at AUA

for the amazing five years. We accom-

plished so much, but I must say that my

greatest joy came from the interaction I

had with the students and alumni.” He

proceeded to give a brief history of when

he and Dr. Mihran Agbabian visited Ar-

menia after the 1988 earthquake and met

with Yuri Sargsyan, Rector of Yerevan

Polytechnic Institute who said the best

thing the diaspora could do for Armenia

was to establish an American-style uni-

versity Armenia.

“With the help of many people in-

cluding Louise Manoogian Simone and

later Stepan Karamardian, we requested

assistance from UC’s President David

Gardner. The affiliation with UC pro-

vided vital academic and administrative

guidance including management of our

endowment. I am proud to be a co-

founder of AUA as well as its fourth

president,” he said. “AUA is now inter-

nationally known and has students from

25 countries.”

Dr. Karin Markides, the new presi-

dent of AUA concluded the evening by

saying that she was honored to take on

the role, and thanked everyone for at-

tending the banquet and supporting

AUA, especially the Veteran’s Campaign.

“I am deeply honored to take on this

torch, to lead the university to have the

greatest impact in Armenia we possibly

can. I want to thank Armen for doing

everything possible to make this a

smooth transition, so valuable for me but

even more valuable for the students.”

Contributions to “Honoring Those

Who Served: Investing in our Veterans

Education” endowed scholarship fund

can be made through https://veter-

ans.aua.am/ or by contacting develop-

ment@aua.am.

Founded in 1991, the American Uni-
versity of Armenia (AUA) is a private, in-
dependent university located in Yerevan,
Armenia, and affiliated with the Univer-
sity of California. AUA provides a global
education in Armenia and the region, of-
fering high-quality graduate and under-
graduate studies, encouraging civic
engagement, and promoting public service
and democratic values. For more informa-
tion about AUA and its donor opportuni-
ties, please visit philanthropy.aua.am.



Los Angeles Community Pays Tribute to Dr. Armen Der Kiureghian

Hovnan Derderian, Karin Markides, Armen Der KiureghianLawrence Pitts, Nelli and Armen Der Kiureghians
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The Gurdjieff Ensemble, one of the

leading groups in the world specializing

in ancient and medieval music from the

East, will be making their first American

Tour to three major cities this September

sponsored by the Armenian General

Benevolent Union (AGBU)

The internationally acclaimed Gurd-

jieff Ensemble was founded by Armen-

ian musician Levon Eskenian in 2008

with the intention of bringing the music

of the Armenian philosopher, author and

composer Georges I. Gurdjieff back to its

ethnic inspirational sources.

The Ensemble consists of Armenia’s

leading musicians playing traditional in-

struments. Their debut album on ECM

Records, “Music of Georges I. Gurdjieff,”

was widely acclaimed, and won presti-

gious awards including the Edison

Award in the Netherlands.

They have been touring the world

with sold out appearances at major festi-

vals and concert halls in Europe, Aus-

tralia, the Middle East, Russia and South

America, and will bring their music to

American audiences for the first time in

September with concerts in New York,

Chicago and Los Angeles.

G.I. Gurdjieff, born in Armenia, is

known to many in the West as one of the

major spiritual figures of the 20th cen-

tury.  He was a musician, philosopher,

choreographer, and writer, and his ex-

tensive musical repertoire was based on

the music he heard while traveling in Ar-

menia, the Caucasus, the Middle East,

and many parts of Central Asia, India

and North Africa, where he witnessed a

myriad of folk and spiritual music, ritu-

als and dance traditions.

With their second album, “Komitas,”

also on ECM Records, the Ensemble

turned their attention to the music of

Komitas Vardapet (1869-1935). Com-

poser, ethnomusicologist, arranger,

singer and priest, Komitas is popularly

held to be the founder of contemporary

music in Armenia, and in his work as a

collector he explored the connections that

uniquely bind together Armenian sacred

and secular music.

"This year we mark the 150th an-

niversary of Komitas and the AGBU Per-

forming Arts is presenting the Gurdjieff

Ensemble from Armenia for a debut tour

in the biggest cities of America.  We are

extremely excited for the chance to share

this special music with the US audi-

ences," said Eskenian.

Eskenian collected piano and vocal

works and arranged them for traditional

instruments, thereby enhancing and pre-

serving their authenticity. The resulting

music allows the Gurdjieff Ensemble,

performing on more than 16 traditional

Armenian and Eastern instruments, to il-

luminate the deep roots of Komitas’s and

Gurdjieff’s works.  

Tickets can be purchased at
https://agbu.org/events/.

Gurdjieff Ensemble to Perform in New York, Chicago and Los Angeles,
Presented by AGBU

Glendale, CA – Local literary

critic, analyst, and longtime lecturer

of English Language and Literature

at the California State University of

Los Angeles, DR. ARPI SARAFIAN

will present her newly released

book titled, ENDLESS CROSSINGS:

Reflections on Armenian Art and

Culture in Los Angeles on TUES-

DAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2019 at

7:30pm at ABRIL BOOKSTORE -

415 E. Broadway, Glendale, CA. Au-

thor will be introduced by Prof. Os-

heen Keshishian.  Admission is free

with reception to follow. For more

information, call (818) 243-4112.

In a wide-ranging and diverse

mix of essays published over a span

of over thirty years, Sarafian ex-

plores the complexities of the immi-

grant experience.  In a new

definition of reality, she contends,

survival requires the negotiation of sev-

eral worlds. “Ethnic” is past its definition

of the clash of two cultures. Indeed, de-

constructing the ethnic/mainstream po-

larity, that is removing Armenianness,

and by extension any other ethnicity,

from opposition to the “System” may

well be the only hope for survival, if at

all possible, for Armenians in the Dias-

pora. Sarafian would like to see the hy-

phen dropped from Armenian-American

(as well as from Chinese-American, Mex-

ican-American or from any other hy-

phenated American) as it creates a hier-

archy which inevitably leads to the valu-

ing of the so-called “majority” culture

and the belittling of the “other,” the

“lesser” culture. A rich and vibrant cul-

ture like ours is capable of continual re-

newal and cannot but find its way into

the mainstream. Thus, rather than de-

plore the gradual loss of our ethnic iden-

tity, we could help make “ethnic” a

relative term with no stigma attached to

it. The book covers a wide range of sub-

jects such as literary figures including

Leon Zaven Surmelian, Peter Na-

jarian, Micheline Aharonian Mar-

com, Aris Janigian, Garin

Hovannisian, Tina Demirjian and

David Kherdian, artists Kardash

Onnig and Seeroon Yeretzian, mu-

sicians Arpine and George Pehli-

vanian, and various theatrical

performances, art exhibits, and

conferences which have taken

place in Los Angeles.

ARPI SARAFIAN holds a Ph.D.

from the University of Southern

California and a B.A. and M.A.

from the American University of

Beirut. She was a lecturer in Eng-

lish Language and Literature at the

California State University, Los An-

geles from 1978 to retirement in

2014. Sarafian has also taught at the

California State University,

Dominguez Hills and at Loyola

Marymount University. She has pub-

lished articles in The Armenian Observer,

Ararat Literary Quarterly, The Armenian

Mirror-Spectator, Armenian Interna-

tional Magazine (AIM), Virginia Woolf

Miscellany, Publication of the Modern

Language Association (PMLA), Journal

of the Society of Armenian Studies (JSAS)

and the Los Angeles Times.

Presented by Abril Bookstore and
Tekeyan Cultural Association.

CONTACT: Arno Yeretzian at Abril
Bookstore noor@abrilbooks.com

Arpi Sarafian's new book covering Armenian Art and Culture in
Los Angeles to be released at Abril Bookstore

Society for Armenian
Studies (SAS) 45th
Anniversary Banquet 
will Honor its Past
Presidents

The Society for Armenian Studies

(SAS) will mark the 45th anniversary of

its founding with a Banquet recognizing

and honoring its past Presidents. Spon-

sored by the Organization of Istanbul Ar-

menians (OIA), the Banquet will take

place on at 7:00pm on Saturday, October

12, 2019 at the OIA’s Banquet Hall at

19726 Sherman Way, Winnetka, Califor-

nia. The Banquet is part of the two-day

international conference to take place at

the University of California, Los Angeles

on October 12-13 marking the 45th An-

niversary of SAS. Entitled “Diaspora and

‘Stateless Power’: Social Discipline and

Identity Formation across the Armenian

Diaspora during the Long Twentieth

Century,” the conference is in honor of

Khachig Tölölyan.  

Tickets for the Banquet are available

at $50.00 per person. If you are interested

in attending the event please contact SAS

Treasurer Barlow Der Mugrdechian at

barlowd@csufresno.edu. Checks should

be made out to “Society for Armenian

Studies” and sent to: SAS, c/o Armenian

Studies Program, 5245 N. Backer Ave.,

PB4, Fresno CA, 93740-8001. Payment

can also be made online at: societyforar-

menianstudies.com, using the “Dona-

tion” button. The deadline for

reservations to be received is Friday, Sep-

tember 20. Tickets will not be sold at the

door. For more information visit the SAS

website at societyforarmenianstudies.

com or their Facebook page @society-

forarmenianstudies.

RAFFI BEDROSYAN TO
DISCUSS ARMENIANS
IN TURKEY

Author Raffi Bedrosyan will discuss

his recent publication Trauma and Re-

silience: Armenians in Turkey—Hidden,

Not Hidden and No Longer Hidden, at

the AGBU New England Center, 247 Mt.

Auburn St., Watertown, MA, on Wednes-

day, September 25, 2019, at 7:30 p.m.  The

event is co-sponsored by the National As-

sociation for Armenian Studies and Re-

search (NAASR) and the AGBU New

England District.  The program will be

moderated by George Aghjayan.

Trauma and Resilience (Garod Books,

2018) is a collection of articles about

events in Turkey which have profoundly

affected the lives of Armenians, hidden

Armenians and no longer hidden Arme-

nians who have recently returned to their

roots. The genocide in 1915 not only

caused the disappearance of 1.5 million

Armenians from their historic homeland,

but also resulted in the assimilation and

Islamization of thousands of Armenian

orphans, creating the “hidden Armeni-

ans,” the living victims of the genocide.

Almost 100 years later, certain events en-

couraged the grandchildren of the hidden

Armenians to re-awaken and return to

their Armenian roots, language and cul-

ture.

Raffi Bedrosyan is a Toronto-based

civil engineer and concert pianist. in the

church since 1915.
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