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Armenian American Museum
Raises More Than $250,000

at Malibu Reception

Ohanian Family with Armenian American Museum Leaders at Malibu Reception

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Eighty-nine
U.S. House of Representatives rallied to-
gether to support The HALO Trust's
demining efforts in Artsakh (Nagorno
Karabakh) in a letter spearheaded by
Congressmen TJ Cox (D-CA) and Brad
Sherman (D-CA). In addition, a similar
letter is being considered in the Senate,
reported the Armenian Assembly of
America (Assembly).

"We strongly urge USAID to recon-
sider the decision to stop funding for hu-
manitarian landmine clearance in
Nagorno Karabakh at the end of this
year. It's more important than ever that
we continue to support the humanitarian
demining program in the region until
mine-free status is achieved," the letter
reads.

The Members of Congress point out
in the letter that if USAID halts all sup-

port for demining in the region, the move
"would leave the people of Nagorno
Karabakh to live in fear of death or injury
from landmines, with no local capacity in
place to address this ongoing threat."

"With thousands of landmines still
left in the ground, and families living
daily in the shadow of death or devastat-
ing injury, this is no time for the United
States to back away from its historic com-
mitment to the people of Nagorno
Karabakh," The HALO Trust USA Execu-
tive Director Chris Whatley said.

"The Armenian Assembly of America
appreciates the strong support from so
many Members of Congress on this im-
portant humanitarian initiative. We
would also like to thank The HALO Trust
for their critically important life-saving
work," Assembly Congressional Rela-
tions Director Mariam Khaloyan stated.

CONGRESS RALLIES IN SUPPORT OF HALO
TRUST DEMINING EFFORTS IN ARTSAKH

Rep. TJ Cox (D-CA) and Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA)

AN APPEAL FOR SUPPORT OF THE RENOVATION OF
THE MOTHER CATHEDRAL OF HOLY ETCHMIADZIN

As you are aware, the Mother Cathedral of Holy Etchmiazin has been undergoing
renovation for some time. At the directive of His Holiness Karekin II, Supreme Patri-
arch and Catholicos of All Armenians, we were appointed to oversee the entire
fundraising initiative and have been actively engaged in this noble endeavor to ensure
that we reach the fundraising goal and the budgeted amount.

We are striving to bring the fundraising efforts to completion within the next ten
months, thus reaffirming our loyalty to the spiritual center of the Armenian people
and instilling in the hearts of the future generations the sacredness and sanctity of the
Mother Cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin.

A commemorative book, containing the list of ALL donors and all expenses re-
lated to the renovations will be published upon the conclusion of the global
fundraiser.  

Beloved faithful, Holy Etchmiadzin is the guarantor of our identity, which has en-
lightened the spiritual lives of our ancestors. The pillar of our spirituality has been the
illuminating path leading to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Holy Etchmiadzin has
not only been the force of our sustainability, the sacred site of the Descent of God’s
Only Begotten Son, but also the affirmation and seal of Christ’s entrance into our souls
through the Sacrament of Baptism as we are strengthened through the graces of the
Holy Spirit and the prayers of our forefathers.

Each of us has a purpose to contribute to the prosperity and sustainability of Holy
Etchmiadzin, to safeguard her centuries-old endowments and to support the renova-
tion of the Mother Cathedral.

With love and blessings,
Prayerfully,

Archbishop Hovnan Derderian
Primate of the Western Diocese of the Armenian Church

and Chairman of the Cathedral’s Fundraising Committee

Glendale, CA (August 5, 2019) – The
Armenian American Museum held a re-
ception in Malibu, California on July 21st
hosted by Founder’s Circle members Ara
and Nina Ohanian. The reception wel-
comed more than twenty new Founder’s
Circle members and raised more than
$250,000 for the developing cultural and
educational center.

Nina Ohanian welcomed the guests
to the reception on behalf of the Ohanian
family and expressed the family’s sup-
port and excitement for the historic proj-
ect.

Museum Co-Chair Archbishop Hov-
nan Derderian representing the Western
Diocese of the Armenian Church of
North America expressed his apprecia-
tion to the Ohanians and guests on behalf
of the museum’s Board of Trustees.

“The Armenian American Museum
honors the sacred memory of the martyrs
of the Armenian Genocide and repre-
sents a new beginning and resurrection
of our nation in the building of our fu-
ture,” stated Archbishop Hovnan
Derderian.

Armenian American Museum Board
of Trustees Co-Chair Archbishop Hov-
nan Derderian Delivers Remarks at Mal-
ibu ReceptionArchitect Aram Alajajian of
Alajajian Marcoosi Architects provided
an update on the project and discussed
the work of the design team as they pre-
pare for groundbreaking in 2020.

Museum Executive Chairman Berdj
Karapetian acknowledged the museum’s
current Founder’s Circle members and
the new members in the audience, noting
the inspiring legacy they are building for
future generations.

Armenian American Museum Malibu
Reception Hosted by Ara and Nina Oha-
nianDuring his closing remarks, Ara
Ohanian delivered a powerful statement
discussing how the Armenian American
Museum will impact future generations.

“The Armenian American Museum
will be a platform to educate the new
generation and the ones following them
so that they can identify and be proud of
their heritage,” stated Ara Ohanian.
“Being an interactive museum, young
and old will have the opportunity to
learn about Armenian history and cele-
brate distinct Armenians who through
their work, whether intellectual, innova-
tive, or artistic made this world a better
place.”

The evening concluded with an in-
spiring performance by Ara Dabandjian
and members of the Element Band dur-
ing a vibrant coastal sunset.

Ara Dabandjian and Members of the
Element Band at the Armenian American
Museum Malibu ReceptionFounder’s
Circle members are laying the founda-
tion for the Armenian American Mu-
seum and serve as ambassadors for the
historic project. Members are provided
exclusive briefings to help shape the fu-
ture of the museum and will be promi-
nently recognized and honored on the
Founder’s Circle donor wall. New mem-
bers can join the program by contribut-
ing $10,000 towards the Groundbreaking
Campaign.

Learn more about the Founder’s Circle
program by visiting www.ArmenianAmeri-
canMuseum.org/FoundersCircle or speaking
with a museum representative by calling
(818) 351-3554.
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President Sarkissian
Sends a Letter of
Condolence on the
Death of Prof.
Vahakn Dadrian

President Armen Sarkissian has sent
a letter of condolence on the demise of the
renowned scholar, Honorary Doctor of
the RA Academy of Sciences, foreign
member of the RA Academy of Sciences,
Director of the Genocide Research at the
Zoryan Institute, Prof. Vahakn Dadrian.
The letter reads:

“I learned with great sorrow the
news on the demise of the renowned
scholar, acclaimed researcher of the
Armenian Genocide, Honorary Doc-
tor of the RA Academy of Sciences,
foreign member of the RA Academy
of Sciences, Director of the Genocide
Studies at the Zoryan Institute Va-
hakn Dadrian. Vahakn Dadrian was
born ten years after the Armenian
Genocide, in Istanbul. It is, probably,
no accident that he dedicated the
major part of his life to genocide and
especially the Armenian Genocide
studies, making a great contribution
to the internalization and the fight
against denial of the Genocide
through his valuable monographies
and publications.

Vahakn Dadrian was a scholar in
the broadest sense of the word: he
studies mathematics at the Berlin
University, history in the University
of Vienna, international relations at
the University of Zurich, and later, so-
ciology in the University of Chicago.
Along with his native Armenian, he
mastered modern Turkish and Ot-
toman languages, as well as German,
English, and French and through the
research in the archives of various
countries he put into a scientific cir-
culation new documents pertinent to
the Armenian Genocide. Beside other
awards, in 2009 he was bestowed RA
Presidential Award for his consider-
able contribution to the area of the Ar-
menian Genocide Studies.

I knew Doctor Dadrian not only
as a brilliant scholar but also as an ex-
cellent expert of international rela-
tions and a person communication
with whom was instructive and grat-
ifying. These recollections and mem-
ories of him will always stay bright
with those who knew him and appre-
ciated his accomplishments.

I express my sincere condolences
to the Dadrian family and friends and
share their grief.”

ARMEN SARKISSIAN
President, Rupublic of Armenia

Education has been called the
bedrock for a country’s future.     

For Benjamin Franklin, it was “an in-
vestment in knowledge that pays the
best interest”.

And for Nelson Mandela, he wrote
that it has been “the most powerful
weapon which one can use to change the
world.”

The wisdom of these legendary lead-
ers has been incorporated in the scholar-
ship programs of the Fund for Armenian
Relief (FAR) since the late 1990’s.    It is
one of ten different scholarship pro-
grams managed by FAR.   

“We give opportunities to pursue a
dream of higher education to more than
460 young people annually. No one
comes closer to this record of giving this
kind of opportunity than the Fund for
Armenian Relief,” declared Margarit
Piliposyan, FAR Armenia Programs Di-
rector.

Generous philanthropists have do-
nated up to $400,000 a year.   Ninety per-
cent of the scholarships have been given
to students from families living below to,
or close to the poverty level.

The goal has always been to provide
education to the talented  youth of Ar-
menia to live a dignified life, and to in-
fluence them to live and contribute in
their homeland.

RIGOROUS SELECTION PROCESS
During each year, 50 to 75 students

are selected after a very tough selection
process, following a widespread adver-
tisement in Armenia’s media, said Mane
Khachatryan, the scholarship program’s
Education and Science Program Coordi-
nator.

Heading the FAR Scholarship Pro-
gram is the tireless and dedicated Ed-
uard Karapetyan, FAR Armenia Deputy
Director who arrives daily at the FAR
Armenia office in the early morning, and
doesn’t leave until late at night.         

Applicants go through a vigorous se-
lection process which includes an ad-
mission exam for the selected
outstanding short student list, the re-
quired economic standing credits of the
family, and an interview.    In just one of
the multiple FAR’s Scholarship Pro-
grams, ten out of the final 25 candidates
on the short list are selected for each
scholarship.     This whole process lasts
two months.   

After each six-month semester, the
Selection Committee comprised of FAR

members and one or two alumni from
previous years, evaluates the results for
both undergraduate and graduate stu-
dents.

Seventy five percent of these scholar-
ship recipients have found jobs in Arme-
nia.  In the Information Technology field,
100 percent of the FAR’s Gyumri It Cen-
ter students have found positions.   In
the course of their studies and upon
graduation, FAR scholars must engage
in volunteer work in Armenia for the
rest of their lives.

Mostly, students pursuing majors in
international relations, political science,
finance, management, economics, lin-
guistics, journalism, law, engineering,
public service and information technol-
ogy are recipients of FAR Scholarships.
They study at various State Universities
of Armenia, like the Yerevan State Uni-
versity, the Yerevan State Institute of
Economics, the Yerevan State Engineer-
ing Institute, National University of Ar-
chitecture and Construction of Armenia,
etc..

WORTHY RECIPIENTS
This summer, this writer visited the

FAR headquarters in Yerevan, and spoke
with four worthy recipients of different
scholarship projects offered by FAR.

The first of these noteworthy pro-
grams has been the Matevosian Scholar-
ship Program named after the long-time
FAR benefactor Anoosh Matevosian
which covers tuition costs on a need-
basis throughout the four-year under-
graduate curriculum for outstanding
students admitted to a university.

Twenty-year old Julieta Hovhan-
nisyan, a current Anush Matevosian
scholarship student at the Armenian
State University of Economics, is in her
third year studying Accounting and Au-
diting.   She has always “loved dealing
with numbers”.

Like her parents and grandparents,
she was born in Armenia.  Following her
graduation, she wishes to climb the ac-
countant job ladder, eventually working
either in “banks, large companies or big
factories.”

“Thanks to the Matevosian scholar-
ship, I got financial support (starting
from her second student year), which
would have caused many difficulties for
my parents to afford.    The program also
afforded me to find new friends,” she
said.    “Together with them, I am en-
gaged in different volunteer activities”.

Another Matevosian Scholarship re-
cipient and alumna, twenty-seven year
old Anush Mkhitarian who was born in
Yerevan, and was motivated by her fam-
ily to study mathematics, related her ex-
perience at Yerevan State University
where she studied Mathematical Meth-
ods of Economics.

“During my two years of studying,
50 percent of my tuition was  covered by
the Anoush Matevosian scholarship.”
Achieving excellent grades, she contin-
ued studying without fees, but she still
received FAR grants for the next two
years.   The scholarship enabled her to
complete her master’s program.  Con-
current with her studies, she worked at
the analytic center “Amberd” as a math
modeler and researcher.  

She now works as an Administrative
Assistant in Yerevan’s FAR office.  In the
future, she hopes to find a position in an
international organization.  

ROSTER OF SCHOLARSHIPS
Besides the Matevosian Scholarship,

the lists of grants include Ester Ajemian
Scholarship Program, Armine and
Garabed Zambak Scholarship Program,
Jerar Matevosian Scholarship Program,
Gulamerian Scholarship and Vocational
Training Program, Antranig Berberian
Scholarship Program, Edna Galo,  Schol-
arship Program, Avedis and Arsho
Baghsarian Scholarship Program,
Niksarli Scholarship, Halajian Scholar-
ship, and many more. 

Ani Minasyan, graduated from Yere-
van State University in journalism.   In
2016, the 24-year old started her Mas-
ter’s degree financed by the Esther
Ajemian Scholarship Program.

“Within the FAR framework, I have
participated in several social programs,
including the Vanadzor old age home,
and participating in apricot harvesting
in Yervandashat,” she said.

Currently, she works at the Public
Radio of Armenia news department.
Her special interests include new tech-

FUND FOR ARMENIAN RELIEF
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM IN ARMENIA
A LIFELINE TO THE FUTURE

Ani Minasyan

Anush Mkhitaryan

Julieta Hovhannisyan Mary Mkrtchyan
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Panel of Scholars to discuss current issues in
teaching Western Armenian

Glendale, CA – On occasion of the newly released book, WESTERN ARMENIAN
IN THE 21ST CENTURY: Challenges and New Approaches, a panel of scholars in-
cluding participating authors, Jesse Siragian Arlen, Hagop Gulludjian, Shushan Kara-
petian, Elizabeth Mkhitarian, editor Barlow Der Mugrdechian, and moderator Talar
Chahinian will discuss issues pertaining to the book on THURSDAY, AUGUST 15,
2019 at 7:30pm at ABRIL BOOKSTORE - 415 E. Broadway, Glendale, CA. Admission
is free. For more information, call (818) 243-4112.

The event and the book bring together experts in the field of Western Armenian
who focus on theoretical questions as well as practical suggestions in dealing with
outdated pedagogical approaches. The volume presents the latest research in the field
of language acquisition, which benefits from theoretical and practical approaches in
the field of teaching minority languages in a diasporic situation.  

Presented by Abril Bookstore.
CONTACT: Arno Yeretzian at Abril Bookstore (818) 243-4112, noor@abrilbooks.com

Eight-year-old Lea Zacharia
to present new mystery book at
Abril Bookstore

Glendale, CA – Eight-year-old child author, LEA ZACHARIA
will present her newly released book titled, THE SECRET SIX: Six
Have an Exciting Time on SUNDAY, AUGUST 11, 2019 at 4:00pm at
ABRIL BOOKSTORE - 415 E. Broadway, Glendale, CA. Admission
is free with cookie reception to follow. 

THE SECRET SIX is an adventure/mystery story for kids aged
7 - 11. Lea and her brother Peter are eagerly awaiting their next
mystery. Along with their friends and Scratchy the dog (woof!),
they have a love for adventure. But when Peter finds a secret note
left in the crack of a wall, will the Six manage to follow the clue and
solve the mystery?

LEA ZACHARIA is a fun and adventurous 8-year old Armen-
ian-American who loves a good mystery. She showed an aptitude
for writing from the age of 5. She is passionate about dance and

won 1st place in a local hip-hop competition. Her other hobbies in-
clude acting, film-making, reading, writing poetry, and learning
languages. This is her first novel, and she promises many more
books for young readers around the world.

Presented by Abril Bookstore.
CONTACT: Arno Yeretzian at Abril Bookstore (818) 243-4112,

noor@abrilbooks.com

Adventures in Music
with Bei Ru - Round 2

Glendale, CA – Due to popular de-
mand, Abril Bookstore's Music Nights will
present a second round of, ADVENTURES
IN MUSIC WITH BEI RU focusing this
time on private pressed (AKA self-re-
leased) Armenian vinyl from the 60s, 70s,
& 80s on Saturday, August 10, 2019 at
7:30pm at Abril Bookstore - 415 E. Broad-
way, Glendale, CA. Discounted advance
tickets now available at
www.itsmyseat.com/abrilbooks or by vis-
iting or calling Abril Bookstore at (818)
243-4112.

Producer/musician Bei Ru will share
some of his favorite rare and obscure Ar-
menian records from the 1960s-1980s. Bei
Ru will be playing and discussing Armen-
ian records from all over the globe, hand-
picked from his personal collection, along
with stories about his record digging ad-
ventures. Join us for this special event in
an intimate setting.

BEI RU (Baruir Panossian) is a multi-
genre music producer based in Los Ange-
les, CA. Known for incorporating musical
influences ranging from Mid-Eastern
sounds to Electronic, Funk, Lo-Fi and
Dance music, Bei Ru has released two al-
bums independently (LITTLE ARMENIA,
SATURDAY NIGHT AT THE MAGIC
LAMP), and his most recent, LA ZOOO,
via the Fat Beats imprint. In addition, he
has scored music for films such as A GIRL
WALKS HOME ALONE AT NIGHT, I
SMILE BACK, I PROMISED HER LIFE
and others, as well as for television pro-
grams, including HOW I MET YOUR
MOTHER. 

nologies, social and cultural events.
“Since working in this field since I was
18, I conducted interviews for the Youth
Foundation of Armenia relating to youth
and student life.     Later, I worked for the
TV project, “Unknown Yerevan” as a
scriptwriter.”

She prefers radio to TV because it
“conveys what you want, what you see
and feel since you have only one means
on the radio – sound.

In September, she will start teaching
Radio journalism to second year stu-
dents at Yerevan State University.   She
hopes to improve her professional skills
abroad, and be an international journal-
ist for a period of time, but that does not
mean “migrating from Armenia.”

Eighteen-year old Mary Mkrtchyan,
an Antranig Berberian Scholarship re-
cipient is in her first year studying In-
formatics and Applied Mathematics at
Yerevan State University.     

Originally gravitating towards the
humanities, law and international rela-
tions, she became attracted to the tech-
nologies when she started attending the
TUMO Center for Creative Technologies.

“In the 21st century, the tech sphere

is becoming more and more important.
Specialists in this sphere are in high de-
mand.”    But it was not the high de-
mand, or high salary that attracted her. 

For her, “because of the conflict with
Azerbaijan, the Armenian soldiers who
defend our state borders, will probably
need assistance from experts who are
specialized in unmanned aerial vehicles.
Also, technology provides very crucial
and needed information.”      Her future
includes working either in the TUMO
Creative Technologies Centre or PicsArt
Armenian organization.

“Without this scholarship, I would
not be able to study and have the pro-
fession of my dreams.   Besides the fi-
nancial support, it has given me an
opportunity to do good deeds,” she re-
vealed.

In the future, she may want to be ac-
quainted with new methods of teaching
abroad, “but not for more than a year.  I
love Armenia, its unique nature, culture
craft, food, and especially its courage in
struggle.   I am so proud to be an Ar-
menian!”

Yerevan, Armenia

FUND FOR ARMENIAN RELIEF’
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM IN ARMENIA
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Rare books from the 1800s published
by Armenian presses around the world
as well as precious bound volumes of Ar-
menian newspapers from the early 1900s
and other hard-to-find treasures com-
prise the notable donation in July from
the Hairenik Association of Watertown,
MA to the National Association for Ar-
menian Studies and Research (NAASR).
This collection represents a significant
addition to NAASR’s Mardigian Library
and will become accessible to the public
after NAASR’s new Vartan Gregorian
Building opens on November 1, 2019, in
Belmont, MA.

George Aghjayan, a member of
NAASR’s Board of Directors as well as
chairman of the ARF Eastern Region
Central Committee was key to making
this donation possible. “I have been a
member of NAASR for over 20 years and
well understand NAASR’s importance
and value to the Armenian community.
As a library and beacon of Armenian
Studies, NAASR is the natural place for
this special collection of works,” said
Aghjayan.

“These rare books and periodicals are
an incredible addition to NAASR’s rare
book library,” commented NAASR’s Di-
rector of Academic Affairs Marc
Mamigonian. “We are truly fortunate to
be on the receiving end of such a rich and
diverse collection and now have the priv-
ilege and responsibility of taking care of
these materials and making them acces-
sible to researchers.”

Ani Babaian, NAASR’s Library Cura-
tor, spent many days this summer at the
Hairenik with Mamigonian, examining
the collection and selecting materials that
would augment existing holdings. She
has now started to catalogue this signifi-
cant donation according to Library of

Congress standards for inclusion in
NAASR’s catalogue of over 29,000 rare
volumes, accessible online at
www.naasr.org.

The Hairenik’s donation contains 28
boxes of books dating from the 19th cen-
tury to the present, mostly in Amenian
(Classical, Western, and Eastern), Eng-
lish, Turkish, and Armeno-Turkish. The
donation includes books published by
Armenian presses around the world in
places such as Boston, New York, Con-
stantinople (Istanbul), Tehran, New Julfa,
Tiflis (Tbilisi), Cairo, Geneva, Vienna,
Athens, Yerevan, Echmiadzin, Venice,
Jerusalem, Smyrna, Aleppo, Providence,
Fresno, and more—nearly all of them
new to NAASR’s Mardigian Library.

Of special significance are the 48
oversized, bound volumes of Armenian
newspapers and periodicals from the
early part of the 20th century, in-
cludingAzk and Paykar published in
Boston; Pahak, published in Providence,
RI;Razmik, published in Philippopolis
(Plovdiv), Bulgaria; Hayastan, published
in Sofia, Bulgaria;Azatamart, published
in Constantinpole (Istanbul); Husaber,
published in Cairo;Horizon, published in
Tiflis (Tbilis); and others.

The donated collection is especially
strong in titles published by and about
the Armenian Revolutionary Federation
(Dashnaktsutiun) and other Armenian
political groups, but also contains large
numbers of historical and literary works,
including titles by the 20th century
women diasporan writers Rima Garone,
Zaruhi Galemkearean, Ewgine Shah-
nazar, and Eliz Gampurean.

Another notable part of the collection
are a number of hard-to-find pamphlets,
most dating from the late 19th and early
20th centuries, preserved in good condi-

tion due to being bound together in sin-
gle volumes. Such publications other-
wise often fail to survive.

George Aghjayan noted, “The
Hairenik Association is celebrating its
120th anniversary this year and retains
all of the materials we have published,
but this particular collection will be more
accessible and much better preserved at
NAASR, especially as we look forward to
the grand opening of NAASR’s new cli-
mate-controlled headquarters in the fall.”
He added, “we greatly value our part-
nership with NAASR and are honored to
be able to make a donation that will ben-
efit researchers, scholars, and the Ar-
menian community at large for many
years to come.”

About NAASR’s Mardigian Library
NAASR’s Edward and Helen Mardi-

gian Library at NAASR, one of the largest
publicly accessible Armenian libraries out-
side of Armenia, consists of nearly 30,000
books, pamphlets, periodicals, maps, and
documents, primarily in Armenian and
English, dating as far back as the 1600s. The
collection encompasses a broad range of
topics, including history, literature, art, ar-
chitecture, linguistics, poetry, as well as
law, anthropology, cooking, and natural sci-
ences. The library is named in honor of the
late Edward and Helen Mardigian in recog-
nition of their decades of generous support
of NAASR and its initiatives to advance Ar-
menian Studies, and the continued support
of the Mardigian family.

NAASR continues to expand its hold-
ings through the generous donations of ma-
terials, as donations form the core of
NAASR’s Mardigian Library. Due to limi-
tations of space, however, NAASR cannot
accept all donations. Those interested in
donating materials to NAASR should con-
tact Mamigonian before doing so at 617-
489-1610 or hq@naasr.org.

HAIRENIK ASSOCIATION MAKES SIGNIFICANT DONATION OF
RARE BOOKS AND PERIODICALS TO NAASR

Front pages of Pahak (Bahag) andRazmik
newspapers from donated collection; title
page of Parizahay Taretsoyts [Franco-Ar-
menian Almanac] bearing the stamp of the

ARF Library in Lawrence, MA.
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