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The Armenian Diaspora Survey (ADS),

a research project studying public opinion

in Armenian diaspora communities, has set

up advisory and research teams in Buenos

Aires and Montreal, two of the four places

where this year’s survey will take place in

a three-month period, from August to Oc-

tober.  Romania and Lebanon are the other

two places where fieldwork preparations

are underway.

Led by a team of academics, researchers

and experts, ADS aims to provide a snap-

shot of the contemporary Diaspora. It fills a

critical gap in the knowledge of the Dias-

pora and provides evidence-based under-

standing of the multilayered and diverse

aspects of diasporic life.  The survey is done

through qualitative and quantitative meth-

ods.

“This year we are closely working with

professionals and researchers in each city

to conduct the survey in their countries and

is engaging with all community organiza-

tions to ensure large participation in the

study,” said ADS director Hratch Tchilin-

girian, who traveled to Buenos Aires and

Montreal weeks ago to prepare the field-

work. 

ADS appoints local advisory and re-

search teams in each country of study as

part of the efforts to engage the communi-

ties in the process of the research.  The local

advisory team in Argentina, chaired by

Khachig Derghougassian, includes Nelida

Boulghourdian (senior advisor), Juan Pablo

Artinian, Florenciz Demirdjian, Alex Had-

jian, Luciana Minassian, Leo Moumdjian,

Martin Montenegro Abazyan, Juan Carlos

Tagtaglian, Nicolas Sabuncyan and Juan

Manuel Peralta Safarian.  Alexis Papazian

is appointed survey manager and Lucila

Tossounian is the qualitative researcher. In

Montreal, the local advisory team, chaired

by Nayiri Tavlian, includes Sima Apra-

hamian, Viken Attarian, Aida Boudjikan-

ian, Talia Ecityan, Vahakn Karakashian,

Rosy Kuftejian and Narod Odabashian.

Raffi Yeretsian has been appointed survey

manager and Lalai Manjikian will be con-

ducting the qualitative research.

ADS is funded by the Armenian Com-

munities Department of the Calouste Gul-

benkian Foundation and carried out under

the auspices of the Armenian Institute in

London.

The data and the knowledge gained

from the survey are available to the general

public and scholars as a resource for further

research.  The results provide valuable in-

formation to organizations and institutions

in the Diaspora, as well as policy-makers in

Armenia, about what the issues and think-

ing in the Armenian communities are today

and how to serve their needs.

Last year, over 1000 Armenians in four

cities—Boston, Cairo, Marseille,

Pasadena—took part in the pilot phase of

the survey, the results of which are avail-

able for download on ADS website:

https://www.armeniandiasporasurvey.

com/2018.  

Armenian Diaspora
Survey Appoints
Research Teams

Scholars from Italy, Mexico, France, Armenia, England, Portu-

gal, Holland, Germany, and the United States will gather on Octo-

ber 12-13 at the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) to

participate in a major conference, “Diaspora and ‘Stateless Power’:

Social Discipline and Identity Formation across the Armenian Di-

aspora during the Long Twentieth Century,” marking the 45th an-

niversary of the founding of the Society for Armenian Studies. The

two-day conference also honors Khachig Tölölyan, the preeminent

scholar of Diaspora Studies in general and the Armenian Diaspora

in particular.

The conference is free and open to the public and will take place

in Rolfe Hall, Room 1200 on the UCLA campus. Paid parking will

be available in Parking Structure 5, at Sunset and Royce Aves.

The Conference is co-sponsored by the Calouste Gulbenkian

Foundation, the Richard Hovannisian Endowed Chair in Modern

Armenian History (UCLA), the Narekatsi Chair in Armenian Stud-

ies (UCLA), the Meghrouni Family Presidential Chair (University

of California, Irvine), the Institute of Armenian Studies (University

of Southern California), the Armenian Studies Program (California

State University, Fresno), the Armenian Studies Program (Califor-

nia State University, Northridge), and the National Association for

Armenian Studies and Research (NAASR).

The themes covered during the conference include Armenian

Immigrants in the Transnational Context, Social Memory and Cul-

tural Production in the Armenian Diaspora; Institutions, Govern-

mentality and the Shaping of Armenian Diasporic Diversities;

Armenian Communities in the Middle East, and (Soviet) Armen-

ian-Diasporic Relations. A special panel is dedicated to the Ar-

menian Diaspora Survey Project organized by the Calouste

Gulbenkian Foundation. Khachig Tölölyan will deliver the keynote

speech entitled “From the Study of Diasporas to Diaspora Studies.”

For the complete Conference program go to the SAS website at:

SAS Diaspora Conference Program

Tölölyan is one of the founders of the field of diaspora studies

and the founding editor of the prestigious journal Diaspora: A Jour-

nal of Transnational Studies, a Zoryan Institute publication. Initially

published by Oxford University Press, Diaspora is currently pub-

lished by the University of Toronto Press. Tölölyan established the

basis of Armenian Diaspora Studies and played a leading role in

examining the Armenian Diaspora from a theoretical perspective.

The SAS 45th Anniversary Banquet, sponsored by the Organi-

zation of Istanbul Armenians, will be held at 7:00pm on Saturday,

October 12, at the Organization of Istanbul Armenians Banquet Hall

located at 19726 Sherman Way in Winnetka. During the Banquet

the Society for Armenian Studies will honor its past presidents:

Richard Hovannisian, Nina Garsoïan, Avedis K. Sanjian, Richard

G. Hovannisian, Robert Thomson, Ronald G. Suny, Kevork Bar-

dakjian, Dickran Kouymjian, Robert Hewsen, Dennis Papazian,

Joseph Kechichian, and Barlow Der Mugrdechian.

“We are looking forward to this major event,” commented Prof.

Bedross Der Matossian, President of the Society for Armenian Stud-

ies and Associate Professor of History at the University of Ne-

braska-Lincoln. “The conference will be an outstanding event

bringing together scholars from around the world to discuss the

latest approaches to the field of Armenian Diaspora Studies

founded by Khachig Tölölyan. I hope that the community will at-

tend this outstanding event and understand why Armenian Dias-

pora Studies is a crucial field that needs to be supported.” 

“This will be a unique occasion to honor and thank the past

presidents of the SAS who worked relentlessly in the past four

decades with limited resources to keep the flame of Armenian Stud-

ies alive,” added Der Matossian. “The torch has passed today to

the third and fourth generation of young scholars who continue in

the path of their predecessors.”

The poster of the conference was designed by renowned artist

Ruben Malayan. The twirl of the Armenian colors symbolizes the

turbulence of the formation of the Armenian Diaspora, flanked by

two Xs (XXth century).

The SAS was established in 1974 by a group of scholars includ-

ing Richard Hovannisian, Robert Thomson, Nina Garsoian, Dick-

ran Kouymjian, and Avedis Sanjian. The SAS is an international

body, composed of scholars and students, whose aims are to pro-

mote the study of Armenian culture and society, including history,

language, literature, and social, political, and economic questions;

to facilitate the exchange of scholarly information pertaining to Ar-

menian studies around the world; and to sponsor panels and con-

ferences on Armenian studies.

For membership information or more information on the Soci-

ety for Armenian Studies, please visit the SAS website at www.so-

Major International Conference on the Armenian Diaspora
Will Mark the Society for Armenian Studies 45th Anniversary

at UCLA, October 12-13, 2019

News from Armenia
 Number of taxpayers increased in Ar-

menia by 35,067 in June 1, 2019 compared to
June 1, 2018, the government said on Face-
book. “The number of taxpaying entities
comprised 101,264 on June 1, 2018, but on
June 1, 2019, this number was 136,331”, the
government said. Number of active taxpay-
ers was 70,643 on June 1, 2018, but on June
1, 2019, this number was 95,196.
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 On July 28 a soldier of the Armenian
Armed Forces has been killed in the north-
eastern section of Armenia’s border, Defense
ministry spokesperson Artsrun Hovhan-
nisyan said on Facebook. “Today solder of the
Armenian Armed Forces Arman Bul-
ghadaryan, born in 1995, has been killed by
the Azerbaijani shooting in the north-east-

ern section of the Armenian border. We ex-
tend condolences to the soldier’s relatives”,
he said.
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DIRECT TALKS WITH
THE MINISTRY OF

JUSTICE OF ARMENIA
ON INSTITUTIONAL

REFORM AND JUSTICE
INITIATIVES 

Earlier today, the Armenian Bar As-

sociation’s Co-Chairs of the Armenian

Rights Watch Committee—ARWC, met

with the Justice Minister of Armenia,

Hon. Rustam Badasian, and Deputy Jus-

tice Minister, Hon. Anna Vardapetyan.

The discussions took place at the Min-

istry of Justice of Armenia in Yerevan

where ARWC Co-Chair Garo B. Ghazar-

ian joined the Ministers in person while

Co-Chair Karnig Kerkonian participated

via teleconference.  

The high-level talks focused on cru-

cial items on the Ministry’s agenda and

the role of the Armenian Bar Association

in assisting judicial institution-building

and judicial reform structuring in Arme-

nia.  The discussions, the first between

the newly-appointed Justice Minister

and the ARWC, were both engaging and

meaningful, setting the stage for genuine

collaboration on key initiatives aimed at

securing public trust in a robust rule of

law framework in Armenia.

ARMENIAN RIGHTS WATCH
COMMITTEE—ARWC;

ARMENIAN BAR ASSOCIATION

YEREVAN – In 2014, on the eve of the

Centennial of the Armenian Genocide, a

Consortium was formed between six or-

ganizations to reach out to the children

of the Martuni Community, a border vil-

lage in the Chambarak Region of Repub-

lic of Armenia. The Consortium has now

expanded to eleven organizations to in-

clude The Armenian Missionary Associ-

ation of America-Armenia (AMAA-

Armenia), "Shen" Charity NGO, Chil-

dren of Armenia Fund (COAF), "Devel-

opment Principles" NGO, Fund for

Armenian Relief, World Vision Armenia,

Teach For Armenia (TA), World Council

of Churches Armenia Round Table Foun-

dation, Armenian General Benevolent

Union (AGBU), "Armenian Caritas"

Benevolent NGO and "Diaconia Charita-

ble Fund."

In the first phase of the Consortium

and in cooperation with Teach For Ar-

menia, AMAA-Armenia sponsored a

well-trained teacher to teach IT courses

in the Martuni community of Cham-

barak Region for two years, both at the

school level and at extracurricular and

community level programs.

Encouraged with the success of the

cooperation with Teach for Armenia's ini-

tiative in the previous community,

AMAA-Armenia and TA will continue

their cooperation in the Kirants commu-

nity, another border village of Tavush

Province, where a Russian language

teacher will be sent in September, to con-

duct both subject-based and multidisci-

plinary training. On July 26, 2019, the

two Consortium member organizations

solemnly signed their agreement to co-

operate in the Kirants Community of

Tavush Province, where AMAA-Arme-

nia and TA will implement this program

in the Primary School of the Community

and will actively initiate community de-

velopment and impact programs.

Panel on Armenian
Media Featuring
Editors of Leading
Publications

Editors from leading Armenian

publications will headline a panel on

Armenian media on Sunday, August

11, 2019 at 1:00 pm, immediately fol-

lowing the Divine Liturgy, at the

Prelacy’s Dikran & Zarouhi Der

Ghazarian Hall, 6250 Honolulu Ave.

in La Crescenta. 

Hosted by the Educational Com-

mittee of the Armenian Apostolic

Church of Crescenta Valley, the event

will cover current issues and chal-

lenges confronting the Armenian

media, particularly in California. Ara

Khachatourian of Asbarez, Harut Sas-

sounian of The California Courier,

Gabriel Moloyan of Massis Weekly,

and Hrach Sepetjian of Nor Or

Weekly will comprise the panelists.

Attorney and playwright Aram

Kouyoumdjian will serve as modera-

tor.

Brief presentations by the pan-

elists will offer historical overviews of

the represented publications and in-

formation on each paper’s readership

and reach, fiscal situation, and future

outlook. Kouyoumdjian will then fa-

cilitate a panel discussion and field

questions from audience members. 

The panel will be among events

being organized worldwide to com-

memorate 2019 as the Year of Armen-

ian Media, pursuant to a

proclamation by His Holiness Aram

I, Catholicos of the Great House of

Cilicia. Early in July, over 100 media

representatives from Armenia, Art-

sakh, and the Diaspora gathered at a

Pan-Armenian Conference on Ar-

menian Media convened by the

Catholicosate. In his remarks to the

conference, the Catholicos stressed

that the Armenian media does not

merely disseminate information but

is entrusted with a pan-national mis-

sion. 

Glendale, CA - The City of Glendale invites you to

apply to participate in Glendale Tech Week’s Pitchfest!

Companies selected will compete for a prize package

valued at $35,000 in front of a live audience, angel in-

vestors, and VC judges on September 19, 2019. Winners

will be announced later that day during the Awards

Party.

Applications are open to startups with zero-to-

nominal revenues not exceeding $250,000. The founder

must pitch on September 19 and participate in a coach-

ing session. Companies must be based out of Southern

California to participate. The deadline to apply is Au-

gust 18, 2019.

The prize package comprises a suite of services es-

sential to early-stage startups, including:

Access to leadership expertise, strategic guidance,

and assistance with valuation provided by partners at

Black Diamond Ventures valued at $2,500,

3 months of complimentary office space for a small

team at Industrious Glendale valued at $6,100,

Setup of 3 digital media channels for marketing,

competitive analysis of digital marketing strategy, and

running and optimizing a digital marketing campaign

for 3 months with $500 of media spend per month from

Pastilla valued at $5,250,

$5,000 in business law consulting and services in-

cluding incorporation services, drafting of Equity In-

centive Plan, and 3 months of Limitless Legal (basic

plan) legal consulting and services from LegalLab,

$5,000 in business evaluation and strategy services,

and legal counsel on contracts and third party agree-

ments from Bruno Group, Inc.,

6 months of bookkeeping services from Anchor

Bookkeeping valued at $1,200,

Advisory board services for strategic planning and

investment structuring from Oceanview Capital Part-

ners, Inc. valued at $5,000,

$5,000 in video production, printing, and copying

services provided by the City of Glendale’s Media

Graphics,

A guest presenting spot at the Glendale Tech on Tap

meetup,

A guest spot in the Glendale Tech on Tap podcast,

A congratulatory ad in a business and technology

publication paid for by the City of Glendale,

30 minutes of pre-attendance to Meet the Funders

VC networking event, and

Acknowledgement at Awards Party in front of an au-

dience of nearly 500 people.

The selection process will involve a preliminary re-

view of applications, followed by an in-person coaching

session. The final judging will occur the day of the Pitch-

fest. The list of representatives that will participate in the

selection, review and judging process is:

Ara Aslanian, CEO of Inverselogic, Inc.

Ana Quintana, Managing Partner at Black Diamond

Ventures

Armen Vartanian, Founder of Oceanview Capital

Partners

Alex Bruno, Founder of Bruno Group Inc.

Ani Torosyan, CEO of DishDivvy

Stepan Khzrtian, Founding Partner at LegalLab

Companies will have 6 minutes to present their pitch

followed by three minutes for Q&A. Companies selected

to participate will also have an opportunity to attend an

advance coaching session with the judges to perfect their

pitch decks and address any pre-presentation questions.

Pitchfest is one of many events lined up for the City

of Glendale’s fourth annual Glendale Tech Week. This

event supports the Glendale Tech Strategy, which was

adopted by the Glendale City Council in 2017 as a way

to develop the ecosystem of technology and innovation

in Glendale.

A detailed scheduled can be found on www.glen-

daletechweek.com.



City Announces $35,000 Prize Package for Glendale Tech Week’s Pitchfest

AMAA-Armenia and Teach for Armenia
Cooperate to Reach Out to Children of Kirants
Community, a border village of Tavush Marz

Armenian President Armen Sarkiss-

ian has donated his entire annual salary

to a Gyumri-centered charity project.

According to a news release issued by

the Sarkissian Administration, the Presi-

dent has donated his yearly income com-

prising nearly 23,000 dollars to the

Hayastan All-Armenian Fund’s Our

Gyumri program.

“At the initiative of the Hayastan All-

Armenian Fund, a new social [housing]

project will be commenced in autumn in

Gyumri. President Armen Sarkissian has

donated his one-year salary – nearly

23,000 USD – to the Our Gyumri project,”

reads the news release.

The President also called for a recon-

struction of the second largest city of Ar-

menia.

“Gyumri is our home, let’s rebuild

[it], give life to it. This is a unique city,

which has a beautiful history and good

people,” Sarkissian said. Sarkissian is ac-

tively engaged in promoting Gyumri and

has paid numerous visits to the city since

becoming president.

Armenian president donates entire annual
salary to charity
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On the weekend of July 18-21, the

Brazilian city of São Paulo was trans-

formed into a hub for the most interna-

tionally diverse group of Armenian

young professionals ever to attend the

AGBU FOCUS summit, a global gather-

ing held in a different destination city

every two years. The group of young in-

novators and community leaders, along

with hundreds of members and friends

from the worldwide AGBU Young Pro-

fessionals (YP) groups, hailed from such

unlikely places as South Korea, Lithua-

nia, Chile, and Cyprus, joining counter-

parts from North and South America, the

European Union, the Middle East, Aus-

tralia and Armenia. Representing 26

countries in all, together they created a

vibrant presence to match the dynamic

tempo and color of São Paulo, Brazil's

most populous metropolis with a thriv-

ing cosmopolitan cultural life and dis-

tinctive architectural tradition. 

"We are here to celebrate the friend-

ship, legacy, and values of AGBU," said

Haig Apovian, Chair of AGBU Brazil.

"We see FOCUS as our vehicle to rein-

vigorate our communities not just in

Brazil or South America, but all over the

world." 

The attendees had much to experi-

ence during the event-filled four-day af-

fair, orchestrated by AGBU Central

Office and AGBU YP Brazil group. The

organizers' aim was to encourage this

special segment of Armenians to explore

their Armenian identity in the global age,

broaden their social and professional net-

works, and unite behind a worthy cause

through a global fundraising effort. This

time around, it was the women of Arme-

nia who stood to benefit from AGBU

Women Entrepreneurs (W.E.)-an eco-

nomic development program providing

qualified women in rural and urban Ar-

menia with the tools and support to start

or grow a micro-enterprise or home busi-

ness. 

YP Leadership Kickoff
The weekend officially began with an

assembly of 37 leaders in the YP network,

who gathered not only to reflect on their

accomplishments but also to consider the

challenges of mobilizing their communi-

ties at home. To that end, they partici-

pated in skill-building exercises in

leadership and exchanged ideas and in-

formation on local strategies. 

"This was a chance for so many of our

community organizers to put faces to

names," Heghine Musayelyan, the coor-

dinator of the AGBU Young Profession-

als, explained. "It was a way to compare

and contrast respective experiences in

local communities." Through sharing sto-

ries of success and challenges, these YP

representatives empowered one another

to pursue new avenues for strengthening

their YP networks. Particularly benefit-

ting from these candid exchanges were

participants from prospective YP groups

in Santiago, Chile and Montevideo,

Uruguay. 

Perspectives Panel Discussion
Later that evening, conversations

were extended to the general FOCUS at-

tendees, who gathered in São Paulo's

eclectic Museu da Casa Brasileira. an im-

pressive structure in the city center

flanked with AGBU pennants, for a

forum called Perspectives.

The panel focused on the future of

Armenian identity, moderated by Opera

Mundi journalist and former adviser to

the Permanent Mission of Brazil to the

UN Patrícia Dichtchekenian and featur-

ing diverse discussants: Natasha Der

Avedissian, an event coordinator for the

Institute for the Future at the University

of Nicosia (Cyprus); Mikael Djanian, As-

sociate Partner at McKinsey & Company

(Brazil);  Solange Merdinian, soprano

and Artistic Director of New Docta

(USA); and Sarkis Semerdjian, architect

and owner of Pascali Semerdjian Ar-

quitetos (Brazil).  Among the themes ex-

plored were the realities of assimilation,

the prospects of repatriation to the home-

land, as well as preserving the Armenian

heritage and keeping it relevant to the

times. 

"Being Armenian is a choice," Der

Avedissian asserted. "Reconnecting, get-

ting involved with YP, being part of

something greater than me is a choice I

made to stay grounded in an identity

that is otherwise sometimes fleeting." 

FOCUS 2019 Conference and Competi-
tion

The following day, attendees had the

opportunity to participate in an interac-

tive conference designed to facilitate ac-

tion, based on the insights and ideas

presented during Perspectives. This ac-

tivity follows a tradition set at FOCUS

2017 in Beirut in which brainstorming

and collaboration result in creating tan-

gible proposals for new programs that

speak to the theme "Building for the Fu-

ture." 

"These group activities are uniquely

effective in acquainting participants with

existing AGBU programs and involving

them in rallying support among their

peers," observed Rafael Balukian, the

treasurer of AGBU São Paulo and one of

the key organizers of the weekend. "In

order to energize and grow our commu-

nities, we need to build on what we al-

ready have and make them even

stronger."

The conference also set the stage for

the highly anticipated Noubar Nazarian

YP Innovators' Fund Pitch Competition,

presented by Nazarian's own grandsons

Serge Kassardjian and Carl Balouzian.

Celebrating Nazarian's leadership in

AGBU Lebanon and his special efforts to

encourage youth participation and lead-

ership, his family created the eponymous

fund to help support innovative young

Armenian entrepreneurs. 

The prize of $20,000 USD was at stake

for the three finalists: Anna Vartapetiance

(United Kingdom); Narine Haroyan

(South Korea); and Robin Koulaksezian

(France). They had only minutes to pitch

their projects to their peers before the

electronic vote. From internet security

combating hate speech and creating an

Armenian fellowship program in South

Korea to compiling an online discovery

tour of little Armenian diasporas

throughout the world, the concepts

could not have been more diverse. Before

the conference concluded, votes were

cast with the winner to be announced at

the FOCUS gala. 

FOCUS on Art through Music
As much as the weekend was dedi-

cated to professional development and

networking, social and cultural opportu-

nities were also on the agenda. After a

fruitful day of conferencing, all were in-

vited to enjoy a night on the town at Sut-

ton Club before gathering the following

day for the FOCUS on Art performance

in São Paulo's posh neighborhood Itaim

Bibi, Live music from Armenia and Latin

America was performed by Caio Simon-

ian (Drums), Daniel Simonian (Guitar),

José Carlos Keremian Simonian(Saxo-

phone and Flute), Ará Kedikian (Double

Bass) and Michael Sarian (Trumpet). 

Tour and Taste Excursion
At every gathering, Brazilian Armen-

ian hospitality was on full display. The

Tour and Taste São Paulo option in-

cluded a private lunch and tour of Sourp

Kevork Armenian Church, built by

Genocide survivors.

Hosted by Surpazan Nareg Berberian

and AGBU long time member Monica

Nalbandian, the visit gave the guests an

opportunity to reflect on the legacy guid-

ing them beyond just the FOCUS week-

end. 

FOCUS Gala and Major
Announcements 

FOCUS 2019 culminated at the Satur-

day evening Gala, held at the city's his-

toric Jockey Club. AGBU FOCUS São

Paulo's committee co-chairs Natalia Haz-

arian and Aram Apovian announced the

results of the fundraising campaign for

AGBU W.E., with funds generated from

donors worldwide as well as the interna-

tional Cycle 4 Women campaign, com-

prised of local spinning events in local

YP networks. A total of $120,000 -the

most money raised in FOCUS history-

was raised, allowing more of Armenia's

women to receive a one-year cycle of

support including entrepreneurship

classes, mini-grants, mentoring, net-

working and follow-up sessions. 

"Everyone in this room can look to a

strong woman in their lives to inspire

them to go a few steps further toward an

empowered life," Hazarian said. "But for

every exemplary woman we do know,

surely there are others who never had the

opportunity to shine because of gender

inequality. AGBU W.E. will help create

more positive female role models in Ar-

menia." 

Before attentions turned to dining

and dancing, Nazarian's grandsons Kas-

sardjian and Balouzian announced the

winner of the YP Innovators' Fund.

Robin Koulaksezian's Little Armenias

took the prize. This will enable him to

publish his online catalog with an inter-

active search dimension that enables

users to tap into a one-stop resource for

maps, landmarks, churches, guided

tours, restaurant offers, and other points

of interest in each community, along with

videos and photo albums. 

Farewell Brunch 
As the weekend dwindled into a

farewell Sunday brunch, one question on

everyone's mind was Where to next? Ani

Darbinyan, a third-time FOCUS partici-

pant from Los Angeles, couldn't help but

quote the renowned 20th century Ar-

menian poet, literary critic, and transla-

tor Paruyr Sevak: "We are few, but we call

ourselves Armenian." She went on to say,

"No matter what part of the world we

meet in 2021, this sense of community is

guaranteed." 

In summing up the highlights of the

weekend, FOCUS 2019 committee co-

chair Aram Apovian expressed both sat-

isfaction and appreciation for a highly

successful event, saying, "If anything can

encourage young professionals to go

back to their communities inspired to

make a difference in the world as Arme-

nians, this year's FOCUS has given them

the momentum to serve with pride, pur-

pose, and a more globally inclusive per-

spective." 

To date, AGBU FOCUS has connected
over 3,000 young professionals in eight global
cities: New York (2001, 2007), Montreal
(2003), Miami (2005), Chicago (2009), Paris
(2011), San Francisco (2013), Toronto
(2015), Beirut (2017) and São Paulo (2019). 

To learn more about AGBU FOCUS,
please visit www.agbufocus.org. To learn
more about AGBU Women Entrepreneurs
(W.E.) and to donate, please visit: agbufo-
cus.org/women.

THE MANY NATIONS OF AGBU CONVENE IN BRAZIL
FOR ITS 10TH FOCUS SUMMIT

FOCUS 2019 organizers from AGBU Central Office and the YP Brazil committee.
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Reliving educator
Leonid Sarvarian’s
Jour-Fixe at Abril
Bookstore

Glendale, CA – The Sarvarian family

will bring back to life the experience, at-

mosphere, and spirit of evenings of art,

culture, and music known as JOUR-FIXE

which were presented monthly by edu-

cator LEONID SARVARIAN at a special

event to be held on TUESDAY, AUGUST

6, 2019 at 6:30pm at ABRIL BOOKSTORE

- 415 E. Broadway, Glendale, CA. The

event will include recounting of personal

memories, poetry recitals, piano per-

formances and a modest reception. Ad-

mission is free with reception to follow.

RSVP by emailing Armen Sarvarian at

armenn18@yahoo.com to confirm your

presence. For more information, go to

www.sarvarian.com.

For over twenty years Leonid Sarvar-

ian not only taught his students the Ar-

menian language, but also nourished

their souls with grand literature, classi-

cal music, high arts

and culture. When

the Islamic revolu-

tion took place in

Iran and he was

prohibited from

this practice, he

moved the resist-

ance into his own

house by initiating

monthly meetings

with students, fellow writers and intel-

lectual friends, which he so-called Jour-

Fixe (the French word for events that

happen on a fixed day every month).

Two decades later and after several

years of being bedbound in a Glendale

nursing home, what he still most of all

talks about are his students. As a result,

his family is organizing another Jour-Fixe

so his old students, disciples and friends

can come together and share their mem-

ories, recite some of his poetry, play some

of his favorite music and celebrate his

ideas. Join Leonid Sarvarian’s Jour-Fixe

for some quality time and meet the

teacher who dedicated his life to inspir-

ing students to become most of all better

humans.

On Saturday, August 17, 2019, AGBU

Hye Geen and The Young Circle will be

hosting this year’s Summer Luncheon

titled, Let’s Blow Away the Blues, focus-

ing on anxiety, social pressures, depres-

sion, and their impacts on the family

and other relationships. The luncheon

will be taking place at Boyajian Hall lo-

cated at the AGBU Vatche & Tamar

Manoukian Center in Pasadena, CA.

The event will feature two guest speak-

ers, Dr. Lisa Arslanian, and Dr. Sheyda

Mia Melkonian.

The two guest speakers will share a

wealth of information on the very im-

portant topic of mental health. Dr. Lisa

Arslanian is a licensed clinical psychol-

ogist, working out of a private practice

located in Encino, CA. She will be

speaking about anxiety, social pressures,

and depression. Dr. Sheyda Mia

Melkonian is also a licensed clinical psy-

chologist, who works out of a private

clinic in Encino, CA. She will be dis-

cussing the impacts of anxiety, social

pressures, and depression on the family

and other relationships. Both women

have been in practice for over a decade,

working with and treating patients with

anxiety and depressive disorders. 

“With every conference and lecture,

we want to bring a timely issue to the

forefront and create a safe environment

to talk and learn more about it. It is very

important for Hye Geen and the Young

Circle to make sure that our community

of men and women have the necessary

tools and know how to navigate

through the difficulties of life,” said Mrs.

Sona Yacoubian, AGBU Hye Geen

Chair.

The goal of this luncheon is to help

open minds and eliminate the stigma

that exists around mental health. Men-

tal health is integral to living a healthy

and balanced life and it must be recog-

nized as an essential part of physical

health. To join this event and be a part

of a truly important discussion please

call the AGBU Western District office at

626-794-7942 to reserve your tickets.

For more information about AGBU
Western District and its programs, please
visit www.agbuwd.org.

AGBU Hye Geen & Young Circle
Annual Summer Luncheon 2019

Lisa Arslanian, Psy.D Sheyda Melkonian, Psy. D

Roslin Art Gallery to
exhibit art of patients
from psychiatric
treatment centers in
Armenia

Glendale, CA – Roslin Art Gallery will

partner with Art Development Support

NGO to exhibit the artwork of patients of

various psychiatric treatment centers in Ar-

menia at a special exhibit titled, SPEC-

TRUMS OF THE MIND: Healing Colors

which runs from AUGUST 8 - 31, 2019 at

415 E. Broadway, Glendale, CA. Gallery

hours are from 10:00am to 7:00pm, Monday

through Saturday. Opening reception will

be on Thursday, August 8 from 7:00 -

10:00pm. Majority of the proceeds will go

towards the benefit of the Art Development

Support NGO. Call (818) 241-0611 for de-

tails. 

SPECTRUMS OF THE MIND: Healing

Colors is an exhibit that illustrates the

works of the residents of various psychi-

atric treatment centers in Armenia to which

Art Support Development NGO has com-

mitted to help and heal through the ther-

apy of art. These paintings illustrate the

thoughts, images, daily settings and recol-

lections of memories of the residents at

these centers which give great insight to

both the mindset and the imagination of

these great souls whom many of their own

families have forgotten.

Art Development Support NGO's mis-

sion is to educate, develop and provide

enough means for the young generation in

Armenia to learn from skilled artists, learn

about 20th century Armenian-Diaspora

masters and be able to offer and showcase

their work during different exhibitions. 

17-year old Armenian killed in Aleppo

17-year old Armenian young man

Shant Keoshkerian was shot dead in

Aleppo, ARMENPRESS was informed

from AREVELK periodical, which cities

its own sources.

Shant was killed from a firearm which

took place in Martin Street. The Police

was able to arrest the suspect.
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