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Los Angeles, CA – On Sunday, July

14, 2019, Armenia Fund in partnership

with ARTN TV of Los Angeles hosted a

special television program, dubbed as

the “Gyumri Celebration” and fund-

raised a record-breaking $1,437,400.00 in

pledges.

It culminates a month-long fundrais-

ing phone-a-thon campaign in the

United States, as well as the prominent

participation of the Fund’s partners and

supporters around the world, most no-

tably from the Armenian community in

France – through Fonds Armenien de

France.

Proceeds from the Gyumri Celebra-

tion television program will benefit the

reconstruction of a building in Gyumri.

Upon completion of the building, 40 fam-

ilies will be moved from decaying metal

containers that they currently live in. The

building will feature a new kindergarten,

furnished apartments complete with ap-

pliances and furniture, and small-and-

medium businesses. As part of the

Fund’s ongoing program of focusing on

renewable energies, the building will in-

clude solar panels.

“For the past 5 years, the Fund has

lead fundraising efforts to help eliminate

the scar of the earthquake once and for

all. Today we reached new heights,

thanks to our team and friends from all

over the world. The Fund continues to

grow and elevate to new heights not only

in fundraising but also setting the trend

and high standards for new projects”,

said Maria Mehranian, President/Chair-

man of Armenia Fund U.S. Western Re-

gion.

“Our new project in Gyumri is com-

pletely based on the Fund’s new, opti-

mized strategy: a cornerstone of

completeness, comprehensive and last-

ing program implementation, of which

the result will be an improvement in the

quality of life for the beneficiaries for not

only receiving an apartment, but also the

opportunity to work, to create, and to

thrive. This fundraising campaign truly

had an Pan-Armenian character. It will

continue in the coming months through

crowdfunding and online mediums.”,

said Haykak Arshamyan, the executive

director of Hayastan All-Armenian

Fund.

The Gyumri Celebration program

featured before-and-after human stories

of Gyumri residents, entertainment, and

live guests. Video appeals from the Pres-

ident of Armenia, Armen Sarkissian and

Karekin II, Catholicos of All-Armenians

were shown during the show. Fundrais-

ing for the Our Gyumri project contin-

ues. 

Donors can visit armeniafund.org/

donate to make a secure online donation

or call 1-800-888-8897.

Armenia Fund Gyumri Celebration TV Program
Raises $1.44 Million

New Record Set for Gyumri Fundraising Efforts

AGBU Hosts Dinner for Deputy Prime Minister
of Armenia in New York

From left to right: Tigran Avinyan, Deputy Prime Minister of Armenia; Berge Setrakian,
AGBU President; Haig Ariyan, AGBU Central Board Member; Vartan Abdo of the Armen-

ian Radio Hour of New Jersey/Parev TV; Zaven Khanjian, AMAA Executive Director.

On Thursday, July 18, Bishop Daniel

Findikyan opened the doors of New

York’s St. Vartan Cathedral to a visiting

dignitary from Armenia: Deputy Prime

Minister Tigran Avinyan.

The Primate led Mr. Avinyan and his

entourage on a tour of the cathedral, ex-

plaining its history and artwork, and

highlighting the role it has played in

community life for the past half century.

During a private reception in thetahlij

of the Diocesan Complex, joined by

Diocesan Vicar Fr. Simeon Odabashian

and others, the Primate and Deputy

Prime Minister discussed developments

in Armenia, and the role of the church in

keeping Armenians connected. Bishop

Daniel asked Mr. Avinyan to convey his

blessings and good wishes to Prime Min-

ister Pashinyan, who visited the cathe-

dral last September.

Deputy Prime Minister Avinyan was

visiting New York this week to take part

in an international forum on sustainable

development at the United Nations,

where he gave an address on environ-

mental issues and opportunities in the

Republic of Armenia. He also met with

Armenian leaders in the fields of tech-

nology, business, finance, and philan-

thropy.

The 30-year-old Mr. Avinyan has

been serving in his current role in the ad-

ministration of Prime Minister Nikol

Pashinyan since May of 2018.



Primate Welcomes Deputy Prime Minister
Avinyan to St. Vartan Cathedral

Taking advantage of a second oppor-

tunity since Armenia’s Velvet Revolution

to personally engage with thought lead-

ers and members of the AGBU commu-

nity, Deputy Prime Minister Tigran

Avinyan had a clear message for the

guests assembled at a private dinner in

New York City hosted by AGBU in his

honor on July 15th: “Charity is good. But

we are not asking for charity. Much bet-

ter than charity is the knowledge, expe-

rience, and expertise of the Diaspora,” he

emphatically stated.

Earlier that day, Avinyan delivered

the keynote message at a panel discus-

sion at the United Nations, “Investing

into Climate Smart Economies: Energy

Efficiency for Sustainable Development

Goals.” He also met with members of the

Armenian community and business

leaders.

In AGBU President Berge Setrakian’s

remarks to the dinner guests, he re-

minded the audience: “Without a home-

land, the Armenian Nation could not

exist,” also noting that Armenia’s pros-

perity is central to the AGBU mission. He

further stated that Armenia can count on

AGBU to work in cooperation to achieve

a prosperous Armenia, adding that the

key to becoming a competitive player in

the global economy is “a qualified work-

force; not cheap labor.” 

Among those in attendance were

AGBU Central Board members Nazareth

Festekjian, Arda Haratunian, and Haig

Ariyan. Also present were U.N Assistant

Secretary General Movses Abelian; Ar-

menian’s Permanent Representative to

the U.N. Mher Margaryan; philanthro-

pist Aso Tavitian; AMAA Executive Di-

rector Zaven Khanjian; and Oscar

Tatosian, Armenia’s Honorary Consul in

Chicago. Accompanying the deputy

prime minister were Serge Varak Sisser-

ian, Head of the Deputy Prime Minister's

Office; Zaruhi Matevosyan, Advisor to

the Deputy Prime Minister; and Stepan

Margaryan, Armenia National SDG In-

novation Lab Lead.

Focusing on prospective opportuni-

ties for the new Armenia, Avinyan ex-

plained, “Armenians throughout the

world are successful. To bring successful

people to Armenia, we need the right in-

stitutions. We started the process of

building them after the Velvet Revolu-

tion—step by step and without rush-

ing—for a strong Armenia for Armenia

and for the Diaspora."

The Reddit and Initialized Capital co-

founder Alexis Ohanian will moderate a

panel at the World Congress on Informa-

tion Technology (WCIT 2019) which will

take place in Yerevan, Armenia, on Octo-

ber 6-9.

“Great news to brighten up your

week! Alexis Ohanian Sr., co-founder of

Reddit and Initialized Capital, is going to

moderate a panel discussion during

WCIT2019. Alexis now helps pave the

path for brand new startups with fresh

ideas”, the WCIT 2019 said on Facebook.

WCIT is the signature event of the

World Information Technology & Services

Alliance (WITSA), a consortium of ICT as-

sociations from 83 countries, representing

90% of the industry.

For 40 years, technology leaders—

CEOs and investors, policymakers and

government officials, academics and tech-

nologists—have joined in this annual

event to discuss the state of the industry,

where it is headed and what it means for

our future.

The Congress will be held in Yerevan,

Armenia from October 6 to 9 and will in-

clude sessions on topics ranging from ar-

tificial intelligence, virtual reality, and

smart cities to cybersecurity, climate

change, and more.

Alexis Ohanian to moderate panel at WCIT 2019
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This past March, Turkey’s Armenian

community lost their Patriarch Mesrop

Mutafyan, who had been in a vegetative

state due to health problems since 2008.

Strangely enough, the death of the

beloved Archbishop Mutafyan symbol-

ised a liberation for both the religious

leader, who had spent years in an un-

conscious state, and for the religious

community as a whole.

Medical experts officially deemed

Mutafyan unable to fulfill his duties a

decade ago. Though the Armenian com-

munity has wanted to elect a new patri-

arch, one has still not been elected thanks

to the intervention of Turkey's Justice

and Development Party (AKP) govern-

ment. 

Instead, the AKP created the new of-

fice of “Deputy Patriarch” and installed

Archbishop Aram Ateyan to the posi-

tion in 2010. This was no different in

essence to the centrally appointed ad-

ministrations that the government has re-

lied on to govern Kurdish-majority

municipalities in the southeast after dis-

missing the elected administrations in

the period since the 2014 local elections

Since the Ottoman Empire, matters of

the Patriarchate have been governed by

the 1863 Statute, which is considered the

Armenian Constitution. But the AKP has

brought its own new methods into the

inner workings of the Patriarchate.

In its refusal to allow elections, the

government has enjoyed the support of

Ateyan, a figure concerned only with

his personal gain, as well as a handful of

leading Armenians who see the govern-

ment as a cash cow.

With the Patriarch’s death, the absurd

office of “Deputy Patriarch” has disap-

peared, and steps have been taken for a

new election. And, there has been an-

other interesting development: the Con-

stitutional Court ruled that the

government's refusal to allow elections

for a new patriarch for the past ten years

was a rights violation.

Last week, the court revealed the rea-

soning behind its decision, which was

originally announced in May. 

“The court has found that elections

for the patriarch, who bears significant

authority and responsibility for the Ar-

menian community, have been con-

ducted in a way that is not in line with

the will of Armenian society for over ten

years,” the court's statement said.

“As the Constitutional Court has pre-

viously expressed, decisions concerning

a religion or belief system can only be

made by followers of that religion or be-

lief system,” it went on to say.

In short, the court decided that the

right to religious freedom, enshrined in

the 24th article of Turkey's constitution,

had been violated.

Although this decision came ten

years late, it is still encouraging in many

respects. For starters, the government’s

wrongdoing has been noted, and the Ar-

menian community vindicated in its

struggle to choose its own patriarch.

The court reiterated that elections for

the office of the patriarch were to be con-

ducted in accordance with the 1863

Statute, and that the patriarchs must be

chosen independently of the govern-

ment. The court insisted that to do other-

wise would be a violation of rights.

In other words, all of the demands of

the Armenian community were legally

valid, and the AKP and Ateyan’s schem-

ing can continue no longer.

Whether the court’s decision is bind-

ing, and the extent to which the AKP will

heed this ruling, are both debatable. But

as someone who follows Turkish politics

and is a citizen of Turkey, I cannot help

but question why the Constitutional

Court chose to announce this decision

now.

Why now? It would be naive not to

ask this question! 

It is clear that Ateyan, who had en-

joyed the AKP’s firm support for 10

years, has become ineffective in the eyes

of the AKP.

For 10 years, the government pushed

Ateyan forward, creating new positions

for him and eliminating all other poten-

tial candidates for the patriarchy. When-

ever Ateyan found himself in a bind, he

would make a few phone calls, and the

AKP would solve his problems. But this

has clearly not worked out as the AKP

had hoped.

The Armenian community refused to

accept Ateyan. Despite the deputy pa-

triarch’s insistence that the government

supported him, the Armenian commu-

nity paid him no heed. Intimate photo-

graphs with the interior minister and

conversations with President Erdoan

did nothing to increase his support.

Both Ateyan and the AKP went so

far over-the-top that the deputy patriarch

was stamped indelibly as a government

man, not only by the local Armenian

community, but also by the diaspora and

the state of Armenia. Rather than reject-

ing the title, he instead boasted that he

knew how to get work done in Turkey.

All he managed to do was sink to ever

lower depths.

The AKP rightfully decided to jetti-

son the man after he was rejected by all

sides, and flushed its ten-year invest-

ment down the drain. It was at this point

that Mutafyan passed away, and the

Constitutional Court announced its rul-

ing.

Unfortunately, the Armenian com-

munity will never get those ten stolen

years back. After ten senseless, direction-

less, visionless years, the youth espe-

cially are fed up with a deputy patriarch

who did not care for Armenians, their re-

ligion or their problems.

The community has drifted away

from its Patriarchate, which is the only

guarantor of its belonging, culture, and

language in Turkey. We must hope that

the coming years will be productive in

healing these wounds. The plan is for a

new Patriarch to be chosen in the next

two months. Let us hope it will be a dem-

ocratic election. 

In all of these developments, there is

one detail that above all should be reiter-

ated and celebrated: the Armenian com-

munity’s ten-year long struggle and its

refusal to surrender!

The firm stance of civil and religious

leaders and Armenian youths who spoke

their mind and were not afraid to oppose

the government was very important in

reaching this point. The critical stance of

Turkey's Armenian newspaper AGOS,

which persisted in informing the public,

asking questions no one else would, and

insisting on dialogue between the Patri-

archate and civil society, was crucial.

In a previous piece on whether Ar-

menians would be able to elect a new pa-

triarch, I wrote, “It is misguided to

evaluate the Armenian Patriarch election

outside of the context of the atmosphere

in Turkey. When the majority in the

country is afraid to speak up, it is unjust

to expect a minority treading on

eggshells to make enough noise to bring

about change.”

I am still of this opinion. However,

the recent victory of the opposition in the

Istanbul mayoral elections once again

demonstrated the importance of resisting

no matter what, and not giving up.

Bravery is contagious. The struggle of

minority communities is as important as

the struggle of the majority, and it is

wrong to think of Armenian society as in-

dependent of the overall society it inhab-

its. Regardless of ethnic or religious

identity, overall society maintains a bal-

ance, a harmony, in which good as well

as bad habits are contagious.

Perhaps what everyone is now doing,

in the words of poet Turgut Uyar, is

"drowning hopelessness like a sesame

seed - and resisting – in the name of al-

ways resisting and continuing onwards.”

ahvalnews.com

Opinion
A win for Turkey’s Armenians who stood their ground on the Patriarchate

By ALIN OZINIAN

Artificial intelligence;
blockchain; “green”
technologies: WCIT
2019 will explore the
most up-to-date topics

The 23rd World Congress on Infor-

mation Technology (WCIT 2019) in Yere-

van will host three sets of “Lightning

Rounds,” open to all, showcasing flash-

forward technologies from start-ups, big

companies, universities, and more.  

The Lightning Rounds will provide

an opportunity for entrepreneurs, inno-

vators and scientists to present their

ideas to international venture funds and

world famous businessmen, in order to

attract investments for their implemen-

tation.  Fifteen ideas and startups will be

selected by a jury of international spe-

cialists from submissions received from

around the world.  “We invite Armenian

and foreign startups to register now on

WCIT’s official website and submit their

ideas,” UATE President Alexander

Yesayan and Syuzanna Azoyan, program

director of WCIT 2019, said at the meet-

ing with Armenian and European jour-

nalists. 

More than 2,500 participants from 70

countries are expected to attend WCIT

2019. The agenda will include discussion

of the hottest topics in the industry. ICT

industry leaders and innovators, govern-

ment and global policy leaders, startups,

and investors will exchange ideas in ses-

sions such as “Black Swan,” “Innovation

Meets Capital,” “Artificial Intelligence in

Genomics,” “How ‘Green’ is Silicon,”

“Rise of the Machines,” and many others.

WCIT 2019’s program will also fea-

ture a panel of ICT ministers from na-

tions across the globe, who will discuss

the challenges in moving toward greater

delivery of and distribution of enhanced

public services and their nations’ best

practices in dealing with those chal-

lenges. 

Another panel will feature the may-

ors of “smart” cities from around the

world, who will discuss the use of ICT in

the municipal context and explore both

its positive and negative impact on peo-

ple’s daily lives.

The Government of the Republic of

Armenia has declared ICT a strategic

goal for economic development.  Arme-

nia actively promotes the development

of high-tech innovations, ecosystems,

and startups, and facilitates foreign di-

rect investment in the ICT sector. There

are more than 900 ICT companies in Ar-

menia, including Picsart, Renderforest,

Betconstruct, Joomag, and others. Forty-

five percent of Armenia’s ICT-related ex-

ports go to the USA and Canada, 25% to

Europe, and 11% to Asia.

***

WCIT 2019 will be held in Yerevan on

October 6-9, 2019. The Congress is hosted

by Armenia with the support and under

the high patronage of the Government of

the Republic of Armenia. The World

Congress on Information Technology

(WCIT) was established by the World In-

formation Technology and Services Al-

liance (WITSA). Its main organizing

body is the Union of Advanced Technol-

ogy Enterprises (UATE).

Public Relations Team
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In this new century, leaders of both par-
ties have plunged our country into at least
five wars in the Middle and Near East…
None of these wars has produced a victory or
success for us. But taken together, they did
produce a multitrillion-dollar strategic and
human rights disaster.

In October 1950, as U.S. forces were

reeling from hordes of Chinese troops

who had intervened massively in the Ko-

rean War, a 5,000-man Turkish brigade

arrived to halt an onslaught by six Chi-

nese divisions.

Said supreme commander Gen. Dou-

glas MacArthur: “The Turks are the hero

of heroes. There is no impossibility for

the Turkish Brigade.”

President Harry Truman awarded the

brigade a Presidential Unit Citation.

In 1951, Turkey ended a neutrality

dating to the end of World War I and

joined NATO. In the seven decades since,

there has been no graver crisis in U.S.-

Turkish relations than the one that

erupted this week.

Turkey has just received the first com-

ponents of a Russian S-400 air and mis-

sile defense system, despite U.S.

warnings this would require the cancel-

lation of Turkey’s purchase of 100 F-35

Joint Strike Fighters.

“The F-35 cannot coexist with a Russ-

ian intelligence collection platform that

will be used to learn about its advanced

capabilities,” said the White House.

The sale has been canceled. The Turk-

ish pilots and instructors training in the

U.S. are being sent home. Contracts with

Turkish companies producing parts for

the F-35 are being terminated. Under U.S.

law, the administration is also required

to impose sanctions on Turkey for buy-

ing Russian weaponry.

Wednesday, the Pentagon warned

Turkey against military action in an area

of Syria where U.S. troops are deployed.

The Turks appear to be massing for an in-

cursion against U.S.-backed Syrian Kur-

dish forces Ankara regards as terrorist

allies of the Kurdish PKK inside Turkey.

How America and Turkey avoid a

collision that could wreck NATO, where

the Turks field the second-largest army

in the alliance, is not easy to see.

U.S. hawks are already calling for the

expulsion of Turkey from NATO. And

expulsion of U.S. forces and nuclear

weapons from the Incirlik air base in

Turkey in retaliation is not out of the

question.

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan

sounds defiant: “We have begun to re-

ceive our S-400s. … God willing, they

will have been installed in their sites by

April 2020. … The S-400s are the

strongest defense system against those

who want to attack our country. Now the

aim is joint production with Russia. We

will do that.”

While potentially the most crucial of

recent developments in the Middle East,

the U.S.-Turkish situatio.n is not the only

one.

The UAE is pulling its forces out of

Yemen as Congress seeks to restrict U.S.

support for Saudi forces fighting Houthi

rebels there and to sanction Riyadh for

the murder of Washington Post colum-

nist Jamal Khashoggi.

If the UAE pulls out, and the U.S. cuts

its military aid, the Saudis cannot prevail

in a war they have been unable to win

with our help after four years of fighting.

And if the Houthis win, the Saudis and

Sunni Arabs lose, and Iran wins.

This week, to strengthen the U.S.

presence for any confrontation with Iran,

President Donald Trump is sending 500

additional U.S. troops to Saudi Arabia.

While the U.S. and Iran have thus far

avoided a military or naval clash that

could ignite a major war, the “maximum

pressure” sanctions Trump has imposed

are choking Iran’s economy to death.

How this ends in a negotiated resolution

and not a shooting war remains difficult

to see.

In Doha, Qatar, the U.S. is negotiating

with the Taliban over the conditions for a

withdrawal of the 14,000 U.S. troops still

in Afghanistan. And with the Taliban

controlling more of the countryside than

they have since being ousted from power

in 2001, and conducting regular suicide

bombings in Afghan cities and towns, it

is hard to see how this Kabul regime and

its army prevail in a civil war when we

are gone, when they could not while we

were there.

In this new century, leaders of both

parties have plunged our country into at

least five wars in the Middle and Near

East.

In 2001, after ousting the Taliban and

driving al-Qaida out, we decided to use

our power and ideas to build a new dem-

ocratic Afghanistan. In 2003, we invaded

and occupied Iraq to create a pro-West-

ern bastion in the heart of the Middle

East.

In 2011, Barack Obama ordered U.S.

planes to attack Colonel Gadhafi’s forces

in Libya. We brought him down. Obama

then backed Syrian rebels to overthrow

the dictator Bashar Assad. In 2015, U.S.

forces supported a Saudi war to roll back

the Houthi rebels’ victory in Yemen’s

civil war.

None of these wars has produced a

victory or success for us.

But taken together, they did produce

a multitrillion-dollar strategic and

human rights disaster. Meanwhile, China

gained much from having its great rival,

the world’s last superpower, thrashing

about ineffectually in the forever wars of

the Middle East.

“Great nations do not fight endless

wars,” said Trump.

Yes, they do. As the British, French,

Germans, Japanese and Russians showed

in the last century, that is how they cease

to be great nations.

July 18, 2019
buchanan.org

Is a New US Mideast War Inevitable?
By Patrick J. Buchanan

Glendale, CA – The Armenian Ameri-

can Museum has announced the selection

of world-renowned Gallagher & Associ-

ates as the project’s exhibition design and

master planning firm. G&A is an interna-

tionally recognized interdisciplinary de-

sign studio with offices in Washington,

D.C., New York, Portland, and Singapore.

“We are honored to have been selected

as the exhibition design and master plan-

ning firm for the Armenian American Mu-

seum,” stated Patrick Gallagher, President

& Owner of Gallagher & Associates. “As

storytellers, our goal is to create a truly

unique, immersive, and impactful experi-

ence for every visitor to the Armenian

American Museum.”

Gallagher & Associates brings over 20

years of experience in museum planning

and design to the developing cultural and

educational center. G&A has established

its reputation in the museum industry for

bringing transformative experiences to

life. The firm integrates interactive design

and media with the physical environment

to produce immersive experiences that

engage, entertain, and create measurable

impact.

Gallagher & Associates designed the

online experience for the Armenian Geno-

cide Museum website, an online museum

that puts the atrocities of the Armenian

Genocide into the context of world history

and connects visitors to current crimes

against humanity to inspire people to

speak out and take action. G&A’s notable

projects include the National Center for

Civil Rights and Human Rights, Interna-

tional Spy Museum, National Archives

Museum, National Museum of American

Jewish History, Ronald Reagan Presiden-

tial Library and Museum, Grammy Mu-

seum, and more. The firm is currently

collaborating on the Los Angeles-based

Academy Museum of Motion Pictures.

“We are excited to be working with a

firm that has the caliber and reputation of

Gallagher & Associates in the museum in-

dustry,” stated Executive Chairman Berdj

Karapetian. “The firm will be an invalu-

able partner in helping us achieve our ul-

timate vision for the Armenian American

Museum.”

Gallagher & Associates will be leading

the exhibition design of the museum’s

permanent Armenian exhibition. The per-

manent exhibition will share the Armen-

ian American experience including the

history of Armenia, Armenian Genocide,

and Armenians living in America through

interactive, immersive, and impactful sto-

rytelling. The firm will be engaging a

panel of leading scholars, artists, and ex-

perts throughout the exhibition design

process. The museum will also feature

traveling exhibitions on diverse cultures

and subject matters that will engage

broad audiences and serve as a bridge

that connects our multicultural commu-

nity.

In addition, Gallagher & Associates

will be developing the museum’s master

plan that outlines the primary visitor ex-

periences within the overall parameters

for the architecture. The master plan con-

nects the experiences to the organization’s

mission, collections, and educational

goals with a focus on the visitor. G&A will

serve as a member of the museum’s proj-

ect design team, working closely with the

architects, engineers, and consultants as

they prepare detailed construction plans

for submission to the City of Glendale.

The Armenian American Museum is

currently in the pre-construction phase of

the project with plans to begin construc-

tion in 2020.

The City of Glendale, home to one of

the largest Armenian diaspora communi-

ties, has dedicated a premier location for

the historic project in downtown Central

Park.

Armenian American Museum Announces
Exhibition Design and Master Planning Firm

Prime Minister of Armenia NIkol

Pashinyan accompanied by Defense Min-

ister David Tonoyan and Chief of General

Staff of the Armed Forces Artak Davtyan

visited a military regiment in Armavir

Province and tasted the military food per-

sonally, ARMENPRESS was informed

from the Office of the Prime Minister of

Armenia.

Nikol Pashinyan also talked with the

servicemen, noting that military service is

one of the most intellectual specializa-

tions. “This means that in army our ser-

vicemen obtain numerous new

knowledge and skills which can accom-

pany you during your whole life, irre-

spective of the fact if you will continue

military service or no”, Pashinyan said.

According to the PM, the Armenian

army is the main place where the citizens

learn the art and skills of winning. “I am

confident that the talent of a winner exists

in each of you and the Armed Forces must

help you to discover that talent”, he said,

emphasizing that the Armenian army

must be the most combat ready army in

the region. “I see the reaching of this goal

the following way – The Armenian army

must be the most intellectual army and in

order this to happen, the Armenian public

must be the most intellectual public in the

region and the Republic of Armenia must

be the most intellectual country in the re-

gion”, PM Pashinyan said.  

Nikol Pashinyan wished the service-

men success in their service, noting that

service to motherland is not limited by the

two years’ service in army.

Army is place where citizens learn art of
winning – Pashinyan
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The private premiere screening of a mood reel trilogy

“Cilicia: The Land of Lions,” depicting the glorious his-

tory of the Kingdom of Cilicia, took place at the Metrop-

olis Empire Sofil movie theater in Beirut, Lebanon, on the

17th of July. The elite of the entertainment scene in

Lebanon were present at the screening and post recep-

tion.  

The project was initiated by the Khatchadourian Fam-

ily of Lebanon and KOHAR to contribute to the preser-

vation and dissemination of the glorious history of the

noble Armenian Kingdom of Cilicia. KOHAR has always

been devoted to the promulgation of the Armenian cul-

tural heritage, and this cinematographic work aims to

disseminate the untold story of the Glorious Armenian

Kingdom of Cilicia. 

“This project aims to keep the memory of the power-

ful and proud Kingdom of Cilicia alive and vivid in the

minds of current and future generations. The history of

Cilicia will find a great reaction among the Armenian di-

aspora, particularly those living in Lebanon, as Cilicia is

the historical motherland for almost all of us. The flags of

the Cilician Kingdom that were proudly waved by the

audiences during numerous KOHAR concerts is now

waved on the screen in the hands of historical figures,”

said Harout Khatchadourian.

“Cilicia: The Land of Lions” is a mood reel trilogy

that showcases one of the most significant chapters of the

Armenian history, the Kingdom of Cilicia, during its

three-century-old existence (1080-1375). It was produced

in accordance with the modern standards of a history

genre film production, using advanced technologies.

This project is the first of its kind in the Armenian mar-

ket. The producing company is Domino Production,

based in Armenia. “The shooting of the mood reel tril-

ogy took a long time as it would take a feature film, but

our aim was to create a high-quality cinematographic

piece that will claim its position in the contemporary

world of film production and make Armenia recogniza-

ble as a country with a great potential to be a part of the

international film industry. All the scenes were shot in

Armenia: from battlefields to the naval battle, which we

filmed on the famous "Cilicia" boat. The mood reel is rich

in powerful visual effects and computer graphics,” said

the director of the mood reel trilogy Ashot Arakelyan.

The mood reel trilogy has been produced based on

historical facts. However, for artistic and dramatic pur-

poses, some of the historical episodes are presented with

the unique approach of the director. The primary condi-

tion when selecting the cast was the charisma of the char-

acter rather than the fame of the actor or actress. The

characters and all the historical events are based on the

rich historical archives and we recreated in consultation

with a history expert. The special drama and the essense

of the Middle Ages presented in the film are more em-

phasized with the original soundtrack performed by

KOHAR Symphony Orchestra and Choir.

Established at a time when the Armenian people did

not have statehood, a new Armenian princedom was es-

tablished on the Mediterranean coast in the land of Cili-

cia. The three centuries of breathtaking history of the

Cilician Kingdom were more than sufficient to leave a

lasting mark in the pages of history and the hearts of all

Armenians. 

The first mood reel introduces the first part (1080-

1198) of the three-century-old history of Cilicia, from the

founding of a princedom in the 11th century to the rule

of one of the greatest Armenian royals – King Levon the

Roupenid – to Cilicia’s participation in the Crusades and

the establishment of the Cilician Kingdom. 

The second mood reel refers to the historical events

taking place in the 13th century, providing an insight into

the relationship among the nobles and the change in the

royal dynasties from Roupenids to Hetoumids, with

Queen Zabel I, marrying her regent, Constantine of

Baberon’s son: the founder of Hetoumids' dynasty – King

Hetoum I. 

The third and the last of the mood reel trilogy pres-

ents the final years of the Kingdom (1219-1375) begin-

ning with the reign of King Levon III, when Cilicia was

torn apart from all four sides of the kingdom, to King

Levon V, the last king who came from the Lusignan dy-

nasty; his burial is depicted in the last scene of the mood

reel. This is the first and the only cinematographic work

that narrates the history of Cilicia and has an ambitious

aim to be presented in the international film market. 

The grand premiere of “Cilicia: The Land of Lions”

mood reel trilogy will take place in Armenia in the near

future.  

Cilicia: The Land of Lions
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VACATION NOTICE

"NOR OR" Weekly will not be published on August 15 and
August 22, 2019. 

NO OR wishes its readers and contributors an enjoyable summer.

«Üáñúñ»Çïñ»ÏñÓÏáõñ
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