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VACATION NOTICE

"NOR OR" Weekly will not be published on August 15 and
August 22, 2019. 

NO OR wishes its readers and contributors an enjoyable summer.

«Üáñúñ»Çïñ»ÏñÓÏáõñ

« »     ,
    15  22 - 
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A PUBLICATION OF ARMENIAN DEMOCRATIC LIBERAL PARTY, WESTERN DISTRICT COMMITTEE OF THE UNITED STATES

Thursday, July 18, 2019
Vol. 97, #29

NEW ENCOUNTER: VAZKEN I, ON THE 25TH
ANNIVERSARY OF HIS PASSING

His Eminence Archbishop Hovnan Derderian, Primate of the Western Diocese, is com-
memorating the 25th Anniversary of the passing of His Holiness, the Venerable Vazken I, of
Blessed Memory, 130th Catholicos and Patriarch of All Armenians. An evening of reflections,
thoughts, sounds and videos is being planned for August 20, 2019 at the Western Diocese in
Burbank.

Twenty-five years have passed since the Venerable Catholicos left us, leaving a legacy un-
paralleled in modern history. Vazken I served as Catholicos of All Armenians from 1955 to
1994, marking one of the longest reigns of any Pontiff of the Armenian Apostolic Church. This
one of the most difficult and challenging periods - ecclesiastically as well as nationally - to be
faced by the Church. Vazken I was a clergyman of the highest order, expounding the essence
of Christianity in all that he said and did. He was the first Catholicos to come to the Ameri-
cas. He was statesman, a philosopher, a teacher, a diplomat, an ecumenist, a nationalist, but
most importantly, he was a man of principle that led the Armenian Church from Holy Etch-
miadzin on the world-wide stage.

This event is a "New Encounter," an opportunity for new generations to learn about the
life, the times and the legacy left us by His Holiness Vazken I. The evening is sure not to dis-
appoint young and old as the attendee will encounter one of the greats of the Armenian Apos-
tolic Church. Mark your calendars, August 20, 2019, 7:30PM at the Western Diocese. 

SILICON VALLEY, U.S. – A group of

student startup entrepreneurs from the

Entrepreneurship and Product Innova-

tion Center (EPIC) of the American Uni-

versity of Armenia (AUA) recently

returned from a ten-day tour of Silicon

Valley. The students were able to experi-

ence the global center of technology, in-

novation, investment, and social media,

meet with cutting-edge technology com-

panies, network with other entrepre-

neurs, and participate in workshops and

seminars with world leaders in sectors

such as business and the tech ecosystem.

This trip, made possible through funding

by EPIC benefactor Ms. Sara Chitjian,

was immensely enlightening and stu-

dents returned with new ideas and inspi-

ration for their projects and businesses.

During this tour, the group visited

high-profile, cutting-edge companies

such as Google, Amazon, Facebook, Pay-

Pal, and Nvidia as well as fast-emerging

companies like Doordash, Eat Club, Eye-

Que, Pinterest, and Parkstash. They also

had meetings at Silicon Valley’s leading

startup incubators, including UC Berke-

ley SkyDeck and Draper University.

Company visits were complemented by

lectures and presentations on personal

and professional growth, developing an

entrepreneurial mindset, and starting a

business. The students were housed at

San Jose State University and many of the

business presentations also were hosted

by the university.

The impact of the trek on AUA stu-

dents was apparent. “The Silicon Valley

trip was truly a life-changing experi-

ence,” said AUA 2019 graduate and

Breedge co-founder Liana Hakobyan.

“The trek overall was an exceptional

experience for all of us,” said Irina

Tirosyan (CSE ‘19). “Attending lectures,

meeting new startups, and learning more

about top companies were especially

helpful in shaping our entrepreneurial

mindset and exposing us to innovation.

Such opportunities come once in a life-

time.”

During a visit to PayPal, the students

were introduced to PayPal’s Innovation

Incubator and were introduced to the lat-

est FinTech innovation. Participants vis-

ited Pinterest where the Senior Vice

President of Engineering Jeremy King,

who also is the former chief technology

officer of Walmart, shared the stages of

his journey and how Pinterest came to be.

A highlight of the trip included a visit to

Google, where the students were intro-

duced to their disruptive technologies, in-

cluding self-driving cars, the inner

workings of Google Search, and how

Google uses machine learning in Google

Cloud.

There were also visits to Stanford Uni-

versity and UC Berkeley. At Berkeley, the

students discussed startup ecosystems

and the potential within Armenia with

Dr. AnnaLee Saxenian, the dean of the

School of Information. The group also

visited the Amazon fulfillment center,

where they witnessed the robot-enabled

automated workflow of the center. Per-

haps most eye-opening was a discussion

and demonstration at Nvidia, where the

company’s stunning vision of the future

for artificial intelligence, machine learn-

ing, gaming, and visual computing – as

well as the sophistication displayed by

their innovation and technology – rein-

forced their position as an industry

leader.

Another highlight of the trek was net-

working with the vast Armenian dias-

pora community within the Silicon Valley

high technology and entrepreneurial

scene. During company tours, the stu-

dents were able to meet with numerous

Armenian executives, technologists, and

employees. HyeTech, an Armenian or-

ganization at the center of the San Fran-

cisco Bay Area technology community,

hosted a reception for our student entre-

preneurs to present their EPIC startups.

The organization also facilitated discus-

sion and networking at the Armenian-

founded Vineti, Inc. office in San

Francisco.

“At almost every company we vis-

ited, we heard the same advice: ‘think ten

times,’ which meant setting targets that

are ten times greater than what we be-

lieve is achievable. That way, we may not

only get further than expected but might

also come up with new solutions that we

wouldn’t have thought of previously,”

said Sona Sharoyan, founder of EPIC

startup BeautyBook (BAB ‘19).

Raffi Sahakyan, a recent graduate of

AUA’s College of Business and Econom-

ics, noted: “The Silicon Valley Industry

Trek allowed me to investigate the corpo-

!"#$%&'( )(%*#$+%,-./0.!$"#(%'.1!)!2
3PIC Entrepreneurs Travel to Silicon Valley

rate culture and work environment of

companies like Google, Amazon, Face-

book, Nvidia, and other industry leaders.

During my four years of studies at AUA,

we have read more than 100 case studies

of these companies. Now, we can draw

our conclusions on these cases. The expe-

rience gained during the trip has the full

potential to be applied in the Armenian

business reality.”

Throughout the trek, the students also

heard lectures by San Jose State Univer-

sity professors on the differentiating as-

pects of Silicon Valley and insights on

how to enter markets and accelerate the

growth of companies. During topical pre-

sentations, the students were introduced

to cutting edge developments in the

fields of blockchain, artificial intelligence,

smart mobility, the internet of things, and

sharing economy.

“I cannot wait to go to Armenia and

implement and share what I’ve learned,”

remarked Alisa Chalakhyan (CBE ‘19).

“This trip serves as a great motivation

and inspiration for me, as well as helps

me see my career growth clearer. In many

ways it changed my life and my way of

thinking. The experience and knowledge

will hugely contribute to my personal

and professional development.”

Besides business meetings, the stu-

dents enriched their trip with leisure ac-

tivities such as tourism. They spent a day

in San Francisco visiting the Golden Gate

Bridge, Fisherman’s Wharf, and having

dinner in the iconic Chinatown. A day

was spent visiting Santa Cruz Beach as

well as Henry Cowell Redwoods State

Park where the group spent a few hours

on an adventurous, team-building hike

through the giant California redwoods.
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This month, the Armenian Bone Mar-

row Donor Registry (ABMDR) began to

mark its 20th anniversary by organizing

and participating in a number of events

in Artsakh and Armenia. 

On July 1, an ABMDR team traveled

to Artsakh in order to both celebrate the

20th anniversary of the organization and

recruit donors. The ABMDR team com-

prised Dr. Frieda Jordan, president; Dr.

Sevak Avagyan, executive director;

ABMDR Board members and supporters

including Mr. and Mrs. Stepan and

Linda Vartanian as well as Kristina

Sokurenko (daughter of Dr. Arpenik Av-

agyan and Dr. Evgeni Sokurenko); and

staff members from ABMDR’s Stem Cell

Harvesting Center in Yerevan.

The first recruitment drive was held

in Chartar, a village in the Martuni Re-

gion. Later in the day, an ABMDR-orga-

nized concert was held at one of the

area’s barracks. The concert’s featured

singers, including Leyla Saribekyan,

Davit Amalyan, and Gohar Hovhan-

nisyan, created great enthusiasm among

the garrison’s soldiers and officers,

many of whom joined the renowned

performers in singing and dancing to pa-

triotic songs.

“Our soldiers constitute an im-

mensely important segment of our

donor registry, since young, healthy

donors are ideal for facilitating life-sav-

ing transplants by donating their stem

cells,” Dr. Jordan said and continued:

“Apart from this, Artsakh continues to

play a crucial role in the success of our

work, not only in terms of its heartfelt

enthusiasm for our mission, but the tan-

gible fact that no less than 8,000 of our

more than 30,000 registered donors are

residents of Artsakh.”   

The events in Martuni were made all

the more significant as the ABMDR team

was joined by the family of a local boy, a

cancer patient who is in desperate need

of a matched donor for a life-saving stem

cell transplant. The child’s family helped

facilitate additional recruitment drives

for ABMDR, at both City Hall and the

Martuni Hospital.

Kristina Sokurenko, who helped

with the recruitment drives and experi-

enced the community-outreach process

first-hand, commented on the impas-

sioned efforts of the boy’s family to find

a matched donor. She said, “Matching

bone marrow donors and patients is far

more complex than matching blood

types, and it was not lost on the young

patient’s father, who understood that

finding a donor for his son was like find-

ing a needle in a haystack. To him, every

single person who registered as a poten-

tial donor that day offered a renewed

glimmer of hope: that the next woman

or the next man walking into the room

could turn out to be the perfect match

the family was praying for. This is the

battle that ABMDR wages every single

day – by constantly expanding its donor

pool, it closes the gap between a pa-

tient’s suffering and the hope for sur-

vival.” 

In all, the recruitment events in the

Martuni Region resulted in a total of

more than 250 new recruits, including a

large number of soldiers and officers,

who joined ABMDR as potential bone

marrow stem cell donors. 

Subsequently ABMDR leaders spoke

at two major medical conferences in Ar-

menia. On July 3, Dr. Frieda Jordan par-

ticipated in the Second Pan-Armenian

Hematology Symposium, held in Yere-

van, during which she delivered a pres-

entation on ABMDR’s two decades of

medical service to the global Armenian

community.

On July 5, Dr. Jordan, along with Dr.

Avagyan and ABMDR medical director

Dr. Mihran Nazaretyan, participated in

the Fifth International Medical Congress

of Armenia, also held in Yerevan. During

the conference segment dedicated to Di-

aspora-Armenia collaboration, Dr. Jor-

dan made a presentation on the

pan-national nature of the ABMDR mis-

sion. On his part, Dr. Nazaretyan lec-

tured on the psychological and logistical

preparation of matched donors for the

stem cell donation process.

Organized by the Armenian Medical

International Committee and attended

by over 700 doctors from across the

world, the Medical Congress in Yerevan

once again functioned as a global forum

for sharing cutting-edge medical expert-

ise and new ideas.  

The significance of ABMDR’s 20th-

anniversary events has been further am-

plified by the fact that currently a team

of ABMDR scientists and doctors is get-

ting ready to perform the organization’s

33rd stem cell harvesting. The donor, a

Los Angeles resident, has volunteered to

travel to Yerevan to donate his stem cells.

The painless, non-invasive procedure is

slated to take place by the end of this

month.



ABMDR kicks off 20th-anniversary events in Artsakh and Armenia

WASHINGTON, D.C. –  The Republic

of Artsakh (Nagorno Karabakh) Ministry of

Foreign Affairs joined the Armenian As-

sembly of America (Assembly) in applaud-

ing U.S. Representatives Brad Sherman

(D-CA) and Judy Chu (D-CA) for the

House adoption of amendments support-

ing stronger cease-fire and security meas-

ures for Artsakh in H.R. 2500, the National

Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) for Fis-

cal Year 2020.

“The Armenian Assembly congratulates

Reps. Chu and Sherman for their success-

ful initiatives to ensure the security of the

citizens of Artsakh, and to ensure account-

ability with respect to Azerbaijan’s ongoing

cease-fire violations,” stated Assembly

Congressional Relations Director Mariam Khaloyan.

Rep. Sherman’s amendment – supported by Con-

gressional Armenian Caucus Co-Chairs Rep. Frank Pal-

lone, Jr. (D-NJ) and Rep. Jackie Speier (D-CA), and Vice

Chair Rep. Adam Schiff (D-CA) - was approved today

on the House Floor by a vote of 234 to 195.

“I thank my House colleagues for advancing and

voting in favor of my amendment to the NDAA to re-

quire that the President must certify to Congress that

any defense articles provided to Azerbaijan pose no

threat to civilian aviation. However you feel about the

political status of Artsakh, threats to shoot down civilian

aircraft are unacceptable. I thank my colleagues again

for ensuring that we do not abet the Azeris in this men-

acing behavior,” Rep. Sherman told the Armenian As-

sembly of America.

“After 23 years of studying these issues on the For-

eign Affairs Committee, I’m not convinced that we

should transfer any weapons under any circumstances

to the government of Azerbaijan until it comes to the

table and resolves the Artsakh dispute,” Rep. Sherman

remarked on the House Floor

"We are grateful to Congressman Sherman for rais-

ing this important issue in Congress. The people of Art-

sakh should enjoy all rights and liberties laid out in

universal human rights documents. Freedom of move-

ment is among the inalienable human rights, and we

hope that this amendment will bring further attention

and action to this crucial matter," stated Artsakh Per-

manent Representative to the United States, Robert

Avetisyan.

Rep. Chu’s measure – also supported by Reps. Pal-

lone and Schiff – was adopted last night by voice vote as

part of an en bloc package of amendments.

“The campaign of terror against the people of Art-

sakh must end. That’s why I introduced my amendment

to support the cease-fire strengthening proposals origi-

nally put forward by House Foreign Affairs Chairman

Eliot Engel and his predecessor, Ed Royce. The Royce-

Engel proposals include gunfire locators, new ob-

servers, and a ban on snipers, heavy arms, and new

weaponry along the line-of-contact. Adopting them is

necessary for ensuring those who violate the peace are

caught and stopped, and that is what my amendment

encourages. I am pleased it was adopted in

the NDAA and hope to see these proposals

implemented,” Rep. Chu said to the Ar-

menian Assembly of America.

“We welcome the adoption of the

amendment to the National Defense Au-

thorization Act (NDAA) of the US House of

Representatives submitted by Congress-

woman Judy Chu,” the Artsakh Ministry of

Foreign Affairs issued in a statement. “We

hope that this amendment introduced by

the Congresswoman Judy Chu will create

a new momentum for the implementation

of the Royce-Engel proposals.” Click here

to read the full statement.

Earlier this year, Assembly Co-Chair

Van Krikorian testified before the House

Appropriations Subcommittee on State, Foreign Opera-

tions, and Related Programs and called for increased se-

curity measures given Azerbaijan's ongoing and deadly

cease-fire violations.

“The governments of Armenia and Artsakh have

consistently indicated their desire to peacefully resolve

the conflict and have offered confidence-building meas-

ures to help reduce tensions and build trust. Azerbaijan,

however, has chosen a different path – one of blockade,

bellicose rhetoric, deadly cease-fire violations, and at-

tempts to isolate Armenia,” Assembly Co-Chair Kriko-

rian said in his testimony. “In view of the escalation of

the deadly cease-fire violations by Azerbaijan, includ-

ing Azerbaijan’s April 2016 military offensive, the As-

sembly supports efforts to prioritize the placement of

OSCE-monitored, advanced gunfire locator systems and

sound-ranging equipment to determine the source of at-

tacks along the line of contact. The Assembly also sup-

ports funding for confidence-building measures to help

facilitate a peaceful resolution of the Artsakh conflict,”

he added.



Congress Approves Stronger Cease-Fire and Security Measures in Support of Artsakh
Armenian Assembly of America Applauds Chu and Sherman Amendments, Artsakh Welcomes U.S. Support
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From June 27 through July 3, 2019,

Armenia and Artsakh were in Los Ange-

les.  The Armenian Bar Association

called, and the Hayrenik answered. 

Armenia and Artsakh came to Los

Angeles and headlined the Armenian

Bar’s 30th Anniversary Conference in a

panel entitled “What Is and What Is Not

Today’s Republics of Armenia and Art-

sakh”.  The countries joined friends and

family of the Armenian Bar Association

at its Gala Banquet honoring US District

Judge Dickran Tevrizian, Ret.  Repre-

senting Armenia was its celebrated

Human Rights Defender, Ombudsman

Arman Tatoyan, who also serves as an

Ad Hoc Judge of European Court of

Human Rights.  Representing Artsakh,

its fierce and inimitable Human Rights

Ombudsman, Artak Beglaryan.  For

seven (7) consecutive days the Armenian

Bar Association shared this unique dual

presence of the human rights ombuds-

men of Armenia and Artsakh with the

Armenian community of Southern Cali-

fornia. 

A Week of Intense and Productive
Meetings and Events

The working visit began with a din-

ner meeting with the Armenian Bar

Board on June 27, followed by meetings

with the UCLA’s Promise Institute in the

morning of June 28th.  In the afternoon

on that same day, the Ombudsmen par-

ticipated in the Board Meeting of the Ar-

menian Bar Association at the Sheraton

Grand Hotel in Los Angeles.  The event

was capped by an al fresco cocktail re-

ception on Friday evening. 

Saturday, June 29th was spent in an

all day conference featuring our very

own Matthew Karanian, Esq. who was

joined by Thaddeus Stauber, Esq. in a

presentation exploring “The Winding

Roads of ‘Genocide Claims’ in the 21st

Century.” The panel discussion was

moderated by Armen K. Hovannisian,

the Chairman of the Association’s Ar-

menian Genocide Reparation Commit-

tee—AGRC.  In the final segment of the

Association’s conference on Saturday af-

ternoon, the Ombudsmen presented

their respective perspectives on the state

of affairs in Armenia and Artsakh.  Serv-

ing as the moderator was Garo B. Ghaz-

arian, Co-Chair of the Bar’s Armenian

Rights Watch Committee—ARWC.  That

evening, and together with the human

rights ombudsmen, the Association cele-

brated its 30th Anniversary Gala Banquet

at the prestigious California Club in

downtown Los Angeles.

On Sunday, June 30, and after a morn-

ing Board meeting, Ombudsmen Arman

Tatoyan and Artak Beglaryan were ac-

companied by an Armenian Bar Associa-

tion delegation to a meeting with

California State Senator Anthony Por-

tantino.  Thereafter, they joined members

of the Armenian Bar Association at the

Homenetmen’s “Victory Ball” held in the

Beverly Hilton Hotel where the ombuds-

men were announced to a crowd of more

than a thousand Armenians gathered in

celebration of the 101 year tradition

marked by the call Partsratsir yev Part-

sratsur.

Monday, July 1st began with a work-

ing meeting at the USC Institute for Ar-

menian Studies.  The afternoon brought

meetings with the Southwestern Law

School and Loyola Law School’s “Geno-

cide Studies Center.”  The early evening

was time for a reception at the Republic

of Armenia’s Consulate, co-hosted by the

Honorable Dr. Armen Baibourtian, Con-

sul General of the Republic of Armenia

and the Armenian Bar Association.  That

evening, the Armenian Bar took the Om-

budsmen to an introductory visit to the

Board of the Armenian National Com-

mittee of America, Western Region

(ANCA-WR).  Thereafter, Mr. Charlie

Galian and the Homenetmen-Western

Region Board hosted the Ombudsmen

and the Armenian Bar delegation to a

private dinner.

Tuesday, July 2nd, included a work-

ing visit by the Ombudsmen who ac-

companied the Armenian Bar delegation

to Los Angeles City Hall for a discussion

with the Hon. Paul Kerkorian, Council-

Member, and Deputy Mayor of Los An-

geles for International Affairs, Hon. Nina

Hachigian.  That same afternoon, the Ar-

menian Bar Association delegation es-

corted the Ombudsmen to a meeting

with the Armenian General Benevolent

Union, Western Region Board (AGBU-

WR).  The evening closed with an an in-

timate supper at the home of Armenian

Bar Association board member, Garo B.

Ghazarian. 

Finally, on Wednesday morning,

prior to heading for the airport to board

a flight back to Armenia, our Ombuds-

men took in the final meeting of their

trip.  They sat down for a spirited dis-

cussion with Mr. Max Huntsman, In-

spector General for the County of Los

Angeles’ Sheriff Department.  Our very

own Chris Keosian, Esq. joined the Om-

budsmen and Armenian Bar delegation.

From the moment the Ombudsmen

arrived at Los Angeles International Air-

port (LAX), they were greeted by an Ar-

menian Bar Board Representative and,

throughout the seven (7) days, they were

accompanied by an Armenian Bar Asso-

ciation delegation.  The Ombudsmen

were also accompanied throughout their

trip to Los Angeles by the Ambassador of

the Republic of Artsakh, the Honorable

Robert Avetisyan, the Permanent Repre-

sentative of Artsakh for the United States

and Canada, based in Washington D.C.

Ambassador Avetisyan remains very ac-

tive with the Association’s Artsakh Legal

Initiative Committee—ALIC, co-chaired

by brothers Saro Kerkonian, Esq. and

Karnig Kerkonian, Esq.

A Milestone Week Marking
Substantive Progress and Unparalleled
Camaraderie

Ombudsman Arman Tatoyan cap-

tured the meaningful bonds established

over the intense seven days: “You’ve

wholeheartedly embraced us and, with

your embrace, you’ve enthralled us.”

Artak Beglarian the Human Rights Om-

budsman of Artsakh and the house-guest

of Armenian Bar board member Armen

Hovanissian’s family, noted the value of

having the Armenian Bar Association

delegation in step with them in this his-

toric working visit: “The Human Rights

Defenders of Armenia and Artsakh feel

very well defended and protected by the

Armenian Bar Association,” he said, de-

scribing as well they many doors opened

and valuable connections made.

On July 3rd, back again at LAX, there

were deep embraces but no goodbyes ex-

changed.  Working delegations from Ar-

menian Bar Association will return to

Armenia and Artsakh—some later this

month, some in the next month, and oth-

ers in the months ahead, ensuring that

the faithful bond between the Armenian

Bar Association and the institutions of

the ombudsmen in Armenia and Artsakh

will remain firm and forever embracing,

as no distance can keep apart those kin-

dred spirits who are devoted to further

the work of human rights in the home-

land and, in doing so, fuel the Armenian

nation and the Armenian people always

toward the just and right.

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE
REPARATIONS COMMITTEE
ARMENIAN RIGHTS WATCH

COMMITTEE—ARWC;

ARMENIAN BAR ASSOCIATION DELIVERS SEVEN DAYS OF THE SPIRIT
ARMENIA AND ARTSAKH TO LOS ANGELES 
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The Armenian EyeCare Project

(AECP) is gearing up for its Medical

Mission to Armenia and has recruited

pediatric staff from Children’s Hospital

Los Angeles (CHLA) to join them on the

journey. The Mission trip, which takes

place July 15-27, 2019, will focus heavily

on training local physicians and medical

staff in Armenia.

A longtime partner of the Armenian

EyeCare Project, Children’s Hospital

L.A. has been instrumental in the success

of the AECP’s pediatric program in Ar-

menia -- dedicated to advancing eye care

for infants and children in the country

and eliminating preventable blindness

caused by childhood eye disease. Devel-

oped in 2010, the program has screened

over 20,000 infants in Armenia and has

saved the sight of more than 200 babies

through surgery. This includes the deli-

cate treatment for retinopathy of prema-

turity (ROP), a devastating eye disease

that affects babies born prematurely and

leads to blindness if left untreated. 

Neonatal Simulation Center
Due to the continued cooperation be-

tween AECP and CHLA, a cutting-edge

Neonatal Simulation Center has opened

in Armenia and is located inside the

AECP’s Center of Excellence for the Pre-

vention of Childhood Blindness in Yere-

van. 

With innovative new equipment, like

neonatal simulators, brought to Arme-

nia, the Simulation Center is being used

to train medical staff in advanced pedi-

atric care for premature infants in Arme-

nia. This staff includes neonatologists,

nurses, gynecologists, maternity hospi-

tal midwives and others. More than 70

specialists have been trained at the Cen-

ter so far with more training scheduled

by AECP and CHLA physicians during

the Medical Mission this month. 

SchoolScreening Program
The Armenian EyeCare Project has

also been visiting schools across Arme-

nia to screen students for eye disease

since 2004 and in this time the organiza-

tion has screened nearly 175,000 children

and conducted public education lessons

for over 15,000 students in the country.

Working with Children’s Hospital

L.A., the EyeCare Project has recently

launched a larger-scale School Screening

Program, which uses innovative tech-

nology including specialized cameras to

detect common eye diseases found

among children. Screenings in schools

are essential for the early detection and

prevention of eye disorders among these

children in Armenia. For many eye dis-

eases, time is critical and detecting a con-

dition early can be crucial in saving a

child from severe vision impairment and

possible blindness. 

As children get screened in schools

across the country, the EyeCare Project

will collect and provide information on

the primary eye disorders found among

these children to detect and possibly pre-

vent these diseases in the future. Because

of this program, children who would

otherwise go without regular eye check-

ups are being screened and treated for

eye conditions some do not even realize

they have. The most common conditions

have been nearsightedness, farsighted-

ness and astigmatism though some chil-

dren also show signs of amblyopia or

“lazy eye”, strabismus or “cross eye”,

and even cataracts.

Iveta is one child who was diagnosed

with strabismus only after noticing a

change in her appearance and being

made fun of for the way her eyes looked

by other children at her school. Detect-

ing these conditions in advance means

that children can not only avoid vision

loss and potential blindness but they

could also avoid the emotional pain and

heartache often associated with these

diseases.

Through this extended School

Screening Program, the AECP intends to

screen every school-aged child in Arme-

nia in hopes of detecting eye disease

early on and preventing vision problems

and possible blindness for the future of

the country’s next generation. 

International Conference
During the Mission trip, the Armen-

ian EyeCare Project will also be holding

its 17th medical conference in Armenia

alongside Children’s Hospital L.A. and

the Armenian Ministry of Health. The

AECP-CHLA 17th International Confer-

ence on Ophthalmology, Neonatology

and Endocrinology will be held at the

Armenia Marriott Hotel in Yerevan July

22-23, 2019 and will encompass new re-

search and best practices in these three

key medical areas. A retinal conference

along with cornea, neuro ophthalmol-

ogy, glaucoma and cataracts will also

take place on July 24.

Participants will be physicians and

field professionals traveling to Armenia

from world-renowned hospitals and

universities and will include ophthal-

mologists, neonatologists, endocrinolo-

gists, nurses, healthcare managers,

healthcare policy makers and others.

The Armenian EyeCare Project is

proud to be working with Children’s

Hospital L.A. to bring revolutionary new

programs to Armenia and advanced care

to all residents in the country including

its smallest and most vulnerable mem-

bers: its children. 

“We’re happy to report that we have

gone beyond the time of repairing eyes

to improve sight to now preventing dis-

eases that will result in vision loss and

possible blindness, thereby standing be-

hind our mission and pledge to elimi-

nate preventable blindness in Armenia,”

AECP Founder and President Dr. Roger

Ohanesian said. “The doctors of CHLA

and AECP are pleased with our mutual

respect for vision and the charitable

basis of our efforts. It has been a part-

nership that has benefited Armenia the

most

With cutting-edge medical equip-

ment, highly trained local staff and in-

valuable support from the Armenian

Diaspora, Armenia is evolving into a

country where preventative healthcare is

being practiced and is a priority. 

The Armenian EyeCare Project
Children’s Hospital L.A. to Join Armenian EyeCare Project  for Summer Mission to Armenia

Houri Berberian to present new book
connecting three revolutions

Glendale, CA – Historian

HOURI BERBERIAN will present

her newly released book titled,

ROVING REVOLUTIONS: Ar-

menians and the Connected Rev-

olutions in the Russian, Iranian,

and Ottoman Worlds on TUES-

DAY, JULY 23, 2019 at 7:30pm at

ABRIL BOOKSTORE - 415 E.

Broadway, Glendale, CA. Admis-

sion is free with reception to fol-

low. Author will be introduced by

Talar Chahinian.

ROVING REVOLUTIONAR-

IES studies three of the formative

revolutions that shook the early

twentieth-century world and

which occurred almost simulta-

neously in regions bordering each other. Though the Russian, Iranian, and Young Turk

Revolutions all exploded between 1904 and 1911, they have never been studied

through their linkages until now. Houri Berberian probes the interconnected aspects

of these three revolutions through the involvement of the Armenian revolutionaries—

minorities in all of these empires—whose movements and participation within and

across frontiers tell us a great deal about the global transformations that were taking

shape. Exploring the geographical and ideological boundary crossings that occurred,

Berberian’s archivally grounded analysis of the circulation of revolutionaries, ideas,

and print tells the story of peoples and ideologies in upheaval and collaborating with

each other, and in so doing it illuminates our understanding of revolutions and move-

ments.

HOURI BERBERIAN is Professor of History, Meghrouni Family Presidential Chair

in Armenian Studies, and Director of the Armenian Studies Program at UC Irvine.
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