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Glendale, CA – California Governor
Gavin Newsom signed the 2019-2020
state budget with $5 million included for
the Armenian American Museum. The
2019-2020 budget provides $4 million in
new funding for the museum and $1 mil-
lion in reallocated funding. The approval
brings the State of California’s total in-
vestment in the museum to $8 million.

Governor Newsom proposed the
new funding for the developing cultural
and educational center in the May revise
of his 2019-2020 budget proposal follow-
ing a successful meeting between the

Governor’s office and museum leader-
ship.

“My staff was enlivened by the
progress and vision of the Armenian
American Museum,” stated Governor
Newsom when expressing his support
for the historic project during a recent in-
terview. “We have to continue support-
ing the museum to raise more awareness
of the extraordinary contributions of the
Armenian community and to reflect on
their history.”

In early May, the museum’s Board of
Trustees, Construction Committee, and
Alajajian Marcoosi Architects met with
Governor Newsom’s Legislative Secre-
tary Anthony Williams. Initiated by State
Senator Anthony Portantino, the meeting
was an important opportunity for mu-
seum leadership to present its vision for
the cultural and educational center, pro-
vide a guided tour of the museum site at
Central Park, and have a productive dis-
cussion directly with the Governor’s
team.

“I’m very pleased that Governor
Newsom has proudly embraced the Ar-
menian American Museum and put his
support behind this amazing project,”
stated Senator Portantino. “The Gover-
nor clearly recognized the significance of
the project to the State of California for
all of California to embrace and Mr.
Williams left the board briefing quite im-
pressed with this historic effort.”

Armenian American Museum Exte-
rior ProfileThe museum has reached a
historic milestone for the project with the

Governor’s signing of the 2019-2020 state
budget as the cultural and educational
center approaches its historic ground-
breaking year in 2020.

“We are grateful to Governor New-
som as well as to Senator Portantino and
the State of California for supporting the
Armenian American Museum,” stated
Executive Chairman Berdj Karapetian.
“We have reached a historic milestone for
the project and look forward to the his-
toric groundbreaking of the landmark
center.”

The City of Glendale, home to one of
the largest Armenian diaspora commu-
nities, has dedicated a premier location
for the museum in downtown Central
Park.

The major funding announcement
comes on the heels of the Board of
Trustees’ selection of the museum’s proj-
ect design team as well as the exhibition
design and master planning firm.

The governance of the Museum is en-
trusted to ten Armenian American cultural,
philanthropic, and religious non-profit insti-
tutions including the Armenian Catholic
Eparchy, Armenian Cultural Foundation,
Armenian Evangelical Union of North
America, Armenian General Benevolent
Union Western District, Armenian Mission-
ary Association of America, Armenian Relief
Society Western USA, Nor Or Charitable
Foundation, Nor Serount Cultural Associa-
tion, Western Diocese of the Armenian
Church of North America, and Western
Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church.

Governor Newsom Signs State Budget with
$5 Million for Armenian American Museum

Sacramento, California – SB 302 au-
thored by State Senator Anthony J. Por-
tantino (D–La Cañada Flintridge) passed
the Assembly Jobs, Economic Develop-
ment, and the Economy Committee. The
bill seeks to reestablish the trade office
between California and Armenia which
was ended in 2008.   Ambassador Armen
Baibourtian flew to Sacramento to offer
his testimony in support of SB 302 as it
would be the first international trade of-
fice reestablished since California ended
the program.

“I am very happy to be in a position
to foster strong economic ties between
California and Armenia which can be
formalized under SB 302. California is an
international economic driver and home
to the largest Armenian American Com-
munity in the country that has a large
presence in our business community.  We
should seize upon the opportunity pre-
sented by our healthy economy and
these inherent advantages and use the
trade office to help both economies.  I’m
am looking forward to watching the mo-
mentum behind this effort build and to
the success it will inspire,” commented
Senator Portantino.

SB 302 is Co-authored by Senators
Scott Wilk (R- Santa Clarita) Melissa Hur-

tado (D-Sanger), Scott Winer (D-San
Francisco), Henry Stern (D- Calabasas),
Assemblymembers Autumn Burke (D-
Inglewood) and Evan Low (D-Silicon
Valley).  Portantino, Wilk, Stern, Low and
Burke have all travelled to Armenian.

“These are exciting times in Califor-
nia and in Armenia.  I am very pleased
with the progress of the Trade Office and
I look forward to the work ahead to
make it a success. I as well as the Ar-
menian community are grateful to Sena-
tor Portantino for his friendship and his
stewardship of this laudable effort,”
commented Ambassador Baibourtian.

Ambassador Baibourtian Joins Senator
Portantino in Sacramento for Armenian Trade

Office Bill Hearing

Lower house of French
parliament ratifies
Armenia-EU CEPA

ARMENPRESS. The lower house of
the French parliament, the National As-
sembly, has ratified the Armenia-EU
Comprehensive and Enhanced Partner-
ship Agreement, ARMENPRESS reports
Ambassador of Armenia to France Has-
mik Tolmajyan tweeted.

''Armenia salutes the ratification of

the Comprehensive and Enhanced Part-
nership Agreement by the National As-
sembly of France. Thanks to the National
Assembly of France'', she wrote.

Armenia and the European Union
signed the CEPA in Brussels on Novem-
ber 24, 2017. So far, the Agreement has
been ratified by Bulgaria, Denmark, Es-
tonia, the UK, Lithuania, Latvia, Luxem-
bourg, Malta, Poland, Romania,
Germany, Finland, Hungary, Sweden,
Slovakia, Cyprus. The agreement has
also been ratified by Armenia.



92% of Armenians
satisfied with relations
with EU

ARMENPRESS. 62% of Armenians
have positive perception of the EU and 61%
trust the EU.

As ARMENPRESS was informed from
the Office of the EU Delegation to Armenia,
the EU-funded ‘EU NEIGHBOURS east’
project has conducted the 2019 opinion poll
in the six countries of the Eastern Partner-
ship (EaP) - Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus,
Georgia, the Republic of Moldova and
Ukraine. The survey took place between
February and April 2019 and was based
upon face-to-face interviews among a rep-
resentative sample of 1,000 people per
country. The annual surveys are now into
their fourth year, with the first wave hav-

ing been carried out in 2016. The results
from the six countries are presented in na-
tional reports and a consolidated regional
overview report.

Here below are the key findings in Ar-
menia. 62% of Armenians have a positive
image of the European Union (EU), com-
pared to 48% in 2018. The number of per-
sons with negative opinions of the EU is
just 6%. · 92% of Armenians (up 12% on
2018) feel relations with the European
Union are good - well ahead of the EaP re-
gional average (67%). · 61% of people in Ar-
menia trust the EU compared to 48%
trusting in the Eurasian Economic Union
(EEU). · 71% of Armenians (up 2% on 2018)
are aware of the EU’s financial support to
the country, and two thirds feel that EU
support is effective (72% - up from 62% in
2016 and compared to a regional average of
54% in the EaP countries).
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The Programme of Armenian Studies is pleased to an-
nounce the return to the UK of the first participant in its
Western Armenian Teacher Training Programme, Adham
Smart. As part of the Training Programme Adham lived
for a year in Beirut, where he followed a varied schedule
of work and language study. He was supported by his
earnings from his jobs and a £5,000 stipend from the
Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation. Upon his arrival in the
UK in September 2018 he took the baton from Dr Krikor
Moskofian and began teaching the Programme’s Western
Armenian evening courses in London at elementary,
upper elementary and intermediate levels.

During his time in Beirut, Adham was employed at the
Howard Karagheusian Commemorative Corporation as
an English teacher for a class of Lebanese and Syrian Ar-
menian women, and as an assistant at the Corporation’s
afterschool Serdaran (Study Room) for  disadvantaged
Syrian and Lebanese Armenian children. He taught the
adult classes for one hour in the morning three times a
week, while the Serdaran ran every weekday from 4-6.30
PM. In addition, he taught at the Corporation’s Amar-
nayin Tbrots (Summer School) throughout the month of

August with the exception of one week. The language of
all of these working environments was the living Western
Armenian of Bourj Hammoud as spoken by adults, young
people and children as young as six.

In terms of study, he took three hours of private lan-
guage class per week with a specially-hired teacher who
tailored the course specifically for him. Over the course of
the year he studied Western Armenian grammar in depth
and read texts to build his vocabulary and introduce him
to Western Armenian literature. Courtesy of Haigazian
University, he also attended a term of the University's His-
tory of Armenian Literature course taught in Western Ar-
menian. He also wrote monthly reports to Dr Moskofian
on his progress and life in Lebanon. In addition, since
coming back from Lebanon he has begun to translate one
short story into Western Armenian every month - we will
send these out once a month and make them available on
the website. As an end-of-progamme assessment, he trans-
lated A Phone Call, a short story by Dorothy Parker. This
story was selected by Dr Moskofian and subjected to min-
imal editing in order to preserve the authenticity of his ef-
forts. We will soon be circulating this text.

The Programme of Armenian Studies is currently re-
cruiting for its next participant in the Western Armenian
Teacher Training Programme. To express interest and find
out more information on the nature of the Training Pro-
gramme, please send your CV to Dr Moskofian at
k.moskofian@progarmstud.org.uk.

The Programme of Armenian Studies is grateful to the
following people and organisations whose support helped
to establish this pioneering programme: Dr Armenag
Yeghiayan, Silvie Apelian, Haigazian University (espe-
cially Rev. Dr Paul Haidostian and Dr Antranig Dakess-
ian), the Howard Karagheusian Commemorative
Corporation (especially Serop Ohanian and Raquelle
Ketchejian), and the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation (es-
pecially Dr Razmig Panossian).

This programme was conceived, organised and super-
vised by Dr Krikor Moskofian.

This project is made possible by funding from the Ar-
menian Communities Department of the Calouste Gul-
benkian Foundation, for which the Programme of
Armenian Studies is extremely grateful.



First participant in Western Armenian Teacher Training Programme takes up new duties as language teacher

Documenting and preserving the sto-
ries of one’s ancestors and their immigra-
tion to America is itself a noble endeavor,
and it takes on increased importance for
those whose ancestors survived genocide.
The very goal of a genocidal regime is to
obliterate a people and any memory of
their prior existence. To remember those
lost, as well as those who survived, honors
their suffering and perseverance. For this
reason, the Armenian Cultural Conser-
vancy (ACC) of Fresno hosted a commu-
nity lecture, Family Histories of
Immigration to the United States, at the
Woodward Park Library on April 25, fol-
lowing the 104th anniversary of the Ar-
menian Genocide. 

Presenters Deacon Van Der Mu-
grdechian, ACC board member; Zaroohi Der Mu-
grdechian, former principal of the Charlie Keyan
Armenian School; and Dr. Matthew Ari Jendian, Pro-
fessor of Sociology and Director of Humanics at Fresno
State, shared their family histories using oral histories,
memoirs, letters, and photographs. 

Deacon Van opened the event by emphasizing the
importance of documenting family stories for future
generations. He encouraged the audience to research
their own ancestors and to share their histories with the
community in similar lectures in the future. “This pres-
entation is one step towards the Conservancy’s goal of
preserving this history.”

Deacon Van and his sister Zaroohi shared the story
of their grandfather Anooshavan Der Mugrdechian,
using his memoir, Anooshavan: The Intrepid Survivor,
as well as family photographs and stories. Anooshavan
grew up in Aikestan, Van. He fought in the city’s de-
fense during the Hamidian Massacres before moving to
Urmi, where he met his wife Rakel Sahagian. He moved
to the United States to seek a safe haven for his family,
but responded to the call for volunteers to return to his
homeland to fight in the Defense of Van in 1915.
Anooshavan and the other Armenian volunteers suc-
cessfully defended Van, but were forced to evacuate the
city with the Russian Army. Later, during the long exo-
dus from Van to the Caucasus, Rakel left their infant
daughter Lucy on a rock because she could  felt they
could no longer feed her. Upon hearing the cries of her
daughter, Rakel immediately returned for her. They
traveled through Siberia to reach Yokohama, Japan, and
then to the United States. Lucy died in Fresno at the age
of 102. Several community members in the audience re-
membered her. 

Anooshavan’s family immigrated to Fresno County
in 1917 when the congregation at the St. Gregory Ar-
menian Church in Fowler invited his father, Der
Melkisedek, to serve as parish priest. Der Melkisedek

was a schoolmaster, teacher, and author in Van who
opened the first all-girls school in the city and created
children’s songs. 

Deacon Van shared that while he was preparing his
photo exhibit for the night’s presentation, Dr. Jendian
noticed his own great-grandfather in a photo, as the
caretaker at the St. Hripsime School for Girls, which was
established by Der Melkisedek. “Discovering both of
our great grandfathers in the same photo in Van is an-
other revelation of the connection we all have if we look
deep enough,” Dr. Jendian remarked. Deacon Van and
Zaroohi concluded their family history by sharing child-
hood memories from their grandparents’ home in
Fresno.

Dr. Jendian presented his family history, wearing his

grandfather Avedis Antrankian’s tradi-
tional Armenian clothing. Avedis, also from
Van, grew up in a home his family had
lived in for generations. However, Avedis’
early life was marked with tragedies. When
Avedis was 8 years old, his father, Ohannes,
was ambushed and murdered by Turkish
gendarmes. Three months later, Avedis’ 17-
year old brother, Armenag, died from an
unrelated accident. Avedis did his part in
defending Van by digging bullets lodged
into the wall from Turkish gunfire and giv-
ing them to the gun smiths to reload shells,
and often dodging bullets whizzing past. 

Like Anooshavan and the Der Mu-
grdechian family, Avedis and his mother,
Abrigsemeh, evacuated Van with the Russ-
ian army. They embarked on an 11-day,

nearly 200-mile long, arduous walk to Igdir where they
providentially encountered the eldest Antranikian
brother Mourad who had voluntarily enlisted from
America to help fight in the Defense of Van. Mourad
arranged for Avedis and Abrigsemeh to travel by wagon
and train from Igdir to Etchmiadzin, to Moscow, to Oslo,
Norway, where they boarded Oscar II, headed to the
United States and arriving on Ellis Island on July 28,
1916. After a short stay with sister Calipse Hotzakor-
gian’s family in Everett, Massachusetts, the
Antranikians traveled cross-country by train and settled
in Kingsburg, California, where brother Yeghiazar had
settled. Avedis was known in high school for his poetry
and athleticism, earning varsity letters in three sports—
football, basketball, and baseball.

After graduating from Kingsburg High in 1926, he
married Rose Missakian in 1933, and they worked in
canneries until they built and opened the Elm Avenue
Fruit Market in 1936, which became The Fresno Grapes-
take Yard in the 1960s. In 1943, Avedis was touted as a
“local hero” on the front page of The Fresno Bee, for sav-
ing Mrs. Reuben Taylor from drowning in Preacher’s
Hole in the Kings River. The young boy from Van who
had such a tumultuous childhood, died in Fresno in
1973 doing what he loved—folk dancing.

Though many Armenians grew up hearing similar
stories, it is important to document, preserve, and con-
tinuously share these memories with generations fur-
ther removed from the Genocide. Presentations such as
these foster collective storytelling and help elucidate the
many connections among Armenians in the Diaspora.
More importantly, they keep alive the memory of those
who perished and those who persevered in 1915 so they
will never be lost to history.

Michael Retting, is a recent Fresno State graduate;
MA in History; former editor of Hye Shazhoom.
Photo Credit – Alain Ekmalian

From Armenia to America
Two Families’ Histories

By Michael Rettig

Family history presenters
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Moments ago, the global organiza-
tion for cultural preservation — UN-
ESCO — announced the final list of 29
historical and natural wonders that have
now officially joined the ranks of the Pyr-
amids and Grand Canyon as World Her-
itage Sites. But the celebrated site of
Djulfa, which boasted the world’s largest
collection of exquisitely-carved medieval
cross-stones as remnants of the area’s
once-thriving community of Armenian
Christians, was not among the 35 candi-
dates vying for World Heritage Site des-
ignation. The legendary historical site is
disqualified from such an honor, because
the host of this year’s UNESCO World
Heritage Committee session, the govern-
ment of Azerbaijan, has erased its exis-
tence.

In December 2005, Nshan Topouzian,
the leader of north Iran’s Armenian
church, posted a chilling video online.
An Iranian border patrol had alerted him
to the deployment of Azerbaijani troops
at Iran’s border with Azerbaijan, where
Djulfa had stood for centuries. The tear-
ful Bishop rushed to videotape over 100
Azerbaijani soldiers armed with sledge-
hammers, dump trucks, and cranes as
they destroyed the sacred site, pounding
the intricately carved sacred medieval
headstones into rubble and then dump-
ing their pulverized remains into the
river. Within weeks, thousands of sacred
stones, which had memorialized numer-
ous medieval Armenian merchants — a
community whose legacies include Eu-
rope’s first cafés and Captain Kidd’s pi-
rated loot — had disappeared. This
erasure is part of a state-sanctioned war
on history that is arguably the worst act
of cultural cleansing of the 21st-century.
Yet unlike the cultural crimes of ISIS or
the Taliban, few have heard of it.

A partial view of the world’s largest
collection of medieval cross-stones at the
cemetery of Djulfa, photographed in the
Soviet era (courtesy Argam Ayvazyan
archives)

As Sarah Pickman and I exposed in
an investigative report in February, Azer-
baijan’s destruction of Djulfa was the
grand finale in a broader campaign. Be-
tween 1997 and 2006, the authoritarian
regime in Azerbaijan worked systemati-
cally to demolish every trace of medieval
Armenian Christianity in the region
called Nakhichevan (formally called the
Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic). The
final toll included 89 medieval churches,

5,840 cross-stones
— half of which
were at Djulfa,
and 22,000 tomb-
stones. One of the
churches erased
was the majestic
Saint Thomas
cathedral of Ag-
ulis, originally
founded as a
chapel in the 1st
century and one
of the oldest
churches in the
world. According
to official Azer-
baijan, none of
these 28,000
m o n u m e n t s
were destroyed:
they never ex-
isted to begin
with.

As the preeminent organization
charged with protecting global heritage,
UNESCO was expected to speak out to
prevent Azerbaijan’s erasure of
Nakhichevan’s Armenian past. Instead,
UNESCO has not only avoided a public
condemnation of this destruction but
also praised Azerbaijan as a “land of tol-
erance.” The cooperation between UN-
ESCO and Azerbaijan became strong in
2013 after the latter donated $5 million to
the cash-strapped organization. In 2011,
after Washington cut a quarter of UN-
ESCO’s budget due to member states’s
vote in favor of Palestinian membership,

the organization
had to seek al-
ternative fund-
ing.

U n d o u b t -
edly, UNESCO
conducts vital
o p e r a t i o n s
across the
world. Its differ-
ent arms over-
see the
designation of
cultural and nat-
ural World Her-
itage Sites,
educate chil-
dren, empower
women, and
serve vulnerable
c o m m u n i t i e s
around the
globe. The 1970

Convention on the Means of Prohibiting
and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export
and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural
Property, an important international
treaty, is one of many lasting legacies of
the organization.

Five of Djulfa’s 3,000 medieval cross-
stones photographed in the Soviet era
(courtesy Argam Ayvazyan archives)

Underfunded international organiza-
tions cannot be too picky about their
donors. Resourceful countries with ques-
tionable motives know this all too well,
which is why Azerbaijan has made its
courting of UNESCO a top foreign pol-
icy priority. An exiled Azerbaijani dissi-

dent historian, Arif Yunus, thinks that his
government’s obsession with receiving
UNESCO’s approval has more to do with
domestic than international politics.
“Nothing projects the Aliyev dictator-
ship’s power to Azerbaijani dissidents,”
Yunus told me last year, “like committing
cultural genocide in Nakhichevan then
showering in international praises of tol-
erance.”

But others explain the destruction
through the lens of ethnic conflict. Fol-
lowing the USSR’s sudden dissolution in
1991, Djulfa — along with the wider
Nakhichevan region — became an ex-
clave of independent Azerbaijan. By
then, Nakhichevan’s indigenous Armen-
ian population had dwindled to zero.
This fate was precisely what the Armen-
ian-majority population of another au-
tonomy within Soviet Azerbaijan,
Nagorno-Karabakh, had wished to avoid
by seeking independence. That led to the
early 1990s Armenian-Azerbaijani war,
which Azerbaijan lost.

A dozen units of Azerbaijan’s Army
demolishing Djulfa in December 2005 as
observed from the Iranian border (cour-
tesy Djulfa Virtual Memorial and Mu-
seum | Djulfa.com)

Having lost territories and amassed
refugees, Azerbaijan’s narrative blames
every problem and criticism alike on
“Armenian occupiers.” According to of-
ficial Azerbaijan, Armenians’s latest plot
is fabricating destruction of imaginary
monuments for the purpose of laying
new territorial claims. “Absolutely false”
fabrication by “the Armenian lobby.”
That is how, in April 2006, Azerbaijan’s
president berated a confirmation of
Djulfa’s destruction by a now-exiled
journalist. Another dissident, the famous
Azerbaijani novelist Akram Aylisli, has
been under house arrest in Baku since
2013 for the crime of authoring Stone
Dreams, a novel that pays homage to the
vanished Armenian past of Aylisli’s na-
tive Nakhichevan.

Whether UNESCO should altogether
sever its ties with an oil-rich country that
destroyed 28,000 cultural monuments
may be up for debate. But hosting the
world’s top preservation summit in that
country crosses a red line. The cruel irony
of UNESCO hosting the World Heritage
Committee session in Azerbaijan this
week is nothing short of an insult to all
world heritage.

hyperallergic.com

This Year’s UNESCO Session Was an Insult to World Heritage
Djulfa, a sacred site for Armenian Christians, is disqualified from consideration because the host of this year’s

UNESCO World Heritage Committee session, the government of Azerbaijan, has erased its existence and destroyed
tens of thousands of Armenian cultural monuments.

!" Simon Maghakyan

A 1915 photograph of researcher Aram Vruyr’s son
with one of many thousand cross-stones at Djulfa,

enhanced by Judith Crispin’s Julfa Cemetery Digital
Repatriation Project (courtesy Aram Vruyr

archives)

A partial view of the world’s largest collection of medieval cross-stones at the cemetery of
Djulfa, photographed in the Soviet era (courtesy Argam Ayvazyan archives)

Armenian PM’s wife visits Istana Heritage
Gallery and National Heritage Board in
Singapore

ARMENPRESS. Anna Hakobyan, spouse of the Armenian Prime Minister, chair-
woman of the Board of Trustees of My Step and City of Smile charitable foundations,
visited Istana Heritage Gallery on July 8, Mrs. Hakobyan’s Office told Armenpress.

Accompanied by the wife of Singapore’s minister of state for trade and industry,
Mrs. Anna Hakobyan got acquainted with the exhibits and left a note in the guest book.

Thereafter, the Armenian PM’s wife visited the National Heritage Board, got ac-
quainted with the history, cultural heritage and archival materials of Singapore.

Edited and translated by Aneta Harutyunyan           
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Glendale, CA – One of the longest running local art galleries, ROSLIN ART GALLERY
will host a group show titled, artRISING: Visions of Revolution including works of eight
artists, to be on exhibit from JULY 11 - 31, 2019 at 415 E. Broadway, Glendale, CA. Gallery
hours are from 10:00am to 7:00pm, Monday through Saturday. Opening reception will be
on Thursday, July 11 at 7:00pm. The exhibit will coincide with a series of revolution
themed events presented by Abril Bookstore inside the gallery.  Call (818) 241-0611 for
details. 

The last decade has seen a slew of rebellions, from the Arab Spring to Ukraine to Ar-
menia, some through peaceful means, and some marked by violence. Art and artists have
always had a role in society in acting as catalysts to subvert authority, challenge the status
quo, and to instigate change. Artists serve as mirrors to the world, promoting reflection
and thought and, in so doing, oftentimes portray a world of what could be, predating so-
ciety's changes. 

artRISING: Visions of Revolution is an exhibit of art that expresses the idea or act of rev-
olution in any shape or form, whether it be political, ideological, social or cultural. From
depictions of social revolutions to art that promotes a new way of thinking, being, and liv-
ing, the overall aim is to inspire radical change within and/or without.

Artist participating in the exhibit are ARDZIV (Beirut), Adrineh Gregorian (LA), Parvez
S. Imagery (LA), Grey James (Glendale), Carina Nalbandian (LA), Chantal Partamian
(Montreal), Anush Semerjian (LA), and Gagik Vardanyan (Glendale).

Presented by Roslin Art Gallery.

Glendale art gallery to host revolution themed exhibit 

Glendale, CA
– Author KARÉN
KARSLYAN will
release his new
book in Armenian
titled, THE
REGIME IS IN
PANIC: A Docu-
mentary Tragi-
comedy with a
special Slideshow
presentation and
discussion of con-
temporary Ar-
m e n i a n
r e v o l u t i o n a r y
movements on
SATURDAY, JULY
13, 2019 at 7:30pm
at ABRIL BOOK-
STORE - 415 E.
Broadway, Glen-
dale, CA. Admis-
sion is free with reception to follow.
Author will be introduced by activist
Hayk Makhmurian.

THE REGIME IS IN PANIC, a docu-
mentary tragicomedy consisting of 21.5
acts and 168 dramatis personnae, un-
earths the roots of the 2018 revolution
of love and solidarity in Armenia going
as far back as 1996. The most significant
movements associated with the presi-
dencies of Levon Ter-Petrosyan, Robert
Kocharyan, Serzh Sargsyan, and the
premiership of Nikol Pashinyan are de-
picted from the perspective of the noto-
rious phrase “the regime is in panic,”
the various derivatives of which have
for decades been periodically exploited
by numerous public and political fig-
ures (such as Nikol Pashinyan, Levon
Ter-Petrosyan, Artashes Geghamyan,
Zaruhi Postanjyan, etc.). 91 out of 300
pages are Karén Karslyan’s authentic
animated illustrations of the following
remarkable revolutionary movements:

“Levon, Go
Away!” (1996);
“Struggle, Strug-
gle Until the End”
(2008); “The Rev-
olution of Hello”
(2013), “Electric
Yerevan” (2015),
“Hostage Crisis
of Sasna Dzrrer”
(2016) and “My
step” (2018).
Some of these il-
lustrations will be
exhibited during
the presentation
at Abril Book-
store.

The premiere
of the play took
place in Yerevan,
on June 18, 2019
(directed by

Nanor Petrosyan, Tech Degh theater
company).

KARÉN KARSLYAN is a poet, nov-
elist, translator, musician, and a visual
artist. He is the author of The Regime Is
in Panic, a tragicomedy (Actual Art,
2019),Aterazma, a typographic
film/novel (Inknagir, 2016), Doomed to
Spell, a collection of deformed hayrens
(Inknagir, 2010), X Frames/Sec, a col-
lection of works including a minimalist
novel of the same name and a few
poems (Bnagir, 2003). Armenia’s public
TV declared him the Scandalous Writer
of the Year 2003 for X Frames/Sec. He
is the recipient of 2004 Young Artists
Award for the manuscript of Password,
a novel in progress.

Presented by Abril Bookstore.

CONTACT: Arno Yeretzian at Abril
Bookstore (818) 243-4112, noor@abril-
books.com

Karén Karslyan to
discuss contemporary
Armenian
revolutionary
movements with his
book launch at
Abril Bookstore

New York, NY--Jean-Marie & Lori
Atamian recently announced their sixth
major gift of $100,000 to The Paros
Foundation’s Prosperity on the Border
Initiative.  This contribution will be used
to rebuild a large two-story school
building in the village of Nerkin Karmir
Aghbyur (population 1,380) (“NKA”).
NKA was the most heavily shelled vil-
lage on the Tavush border during the
war for the liberation of Artsakh.  This
third and final wing of the secondary
school will house a new science class-
room and laboratory, an exercise and
dance studio, a home economics class-
room, a wood and metal shop, a library,
additional offices and classrooms and
new bathrooms.

“The Atamian’s leadership on our
Prosperity on the Border Initiative has
helped us make more than $1 million
worth of needed infrastructure eco-
nomic development programs in these
vital border communities,” said Peter
Abajian, Executive Director of The Paros
Foundation.

This investment is the latest infra-
structure project underwritten by the
Atamians in NKA.  Specifically, since
2013, the Atamians have financed the re-
construction of the village’s medical
center, kindergarten, secondary school
(3 large two-story buildings), emer-
gency services building and water
pipeline.  The Atamians have also
awarded over 20 individual family agri-

cultural and home renovation grants to
improve the standard of living of nu-
merous households.  The impressive
economic progress of NKA has
prompted the Atamians to make addi-
tional long-term commitments to ensure
the village’s continued growth and
prosperity for future generations. 

Based on the success of this model
village, and the generous support of our
expanding base of donors, The Paros
Foundation is replicating this strategic
approach to rural development by un-
dertaking these types of life changing
projects in eight additional villages
along the Armenia-Azerbaijan border in
Armenia’s Tavush Region.

Construction at the school in NKA
was launched last week with the goal of
completing work on one of the two sto-
ries prior to the start of the new school
year in September. 

The Paros Foundation launched its Pros-
perity on the Border initiative in 2015.  It is
currently working in 11 villages throughout
the Tavush region, but primarily in commu-
nities along the Armenia-Azeri border.
Thanks to the generous support of Paros
Founder and Chairman, Roger Strauch, he
and his family underwrite all administrative
expenses, allowing 100% of donor contribu-
tions to be allocated in their entirety to the
projects. To support this and other projects of
The Paros Foundation, please visit
www.parosfoundation.org.



ATAMIAN FAMILY ANNOUNCES $100,000
INVESTMENT TO TAVUSH BORDER
VILLAGE INITIATIVE

Atamian Family on the first day of school at Nerkin Karmir Aghbyur after the first phase of
renovations.
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