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A PUBLICATION OF ARMENIAN DEMOCRATIC LIBERAL PARTY, WESTERN DISTRICT COMMITTEE OF THE UNITED STATES

Thursday, June 27, 2019
Vol. 97, #26

JOINT STATEMENT
WORLD-WIDE PRESS RELEASE

UNITED NATIONS QUESTION TURKEY
ON THE FATE AND

WHEREABOUTS OF FORCIBLY
DEPORTED ARMENIANS IN 1915-1923
Guided by pan-Armenian interests on behalf of our respective organizations

and institutions we welcome the joint action of the United Nations (UN) Work-

ing Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances, the UN Special Rappor-

teur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and

expression, and the UN Special Rapporteur on the promotion of truth, justice,

reparation and guarantees of non-recurrence, which, in the framework of their

mandates, addressed a Joint Allegation Letter to the Government of the Repub-

lic of Turkey.

This Joint Allegation marks an important step in the process of demanding

from the Republic of Turkey to come to terms with the Past and primarily to ful-

fil its duty of investigation and to ensure the right of victims to the truth, justice

and reparations. 

It stresses the alleging violations attributable to Turkey in relation to the tragic

events that affected the Armenian minority from 1915 to 1923, and their conse-

quences for the population concerned. 

It expresses concern at the reported Turkish State denial, at the legislation re-

straining freedom of opinion and of expression related to some wording, and en-

suing lack of progress in establishing the truth and ensuring justice for the forcible

deportation of Armenians between 1915 and 1923, which resulted in massive suf-

fering, ill-treatment and deaths. 

It also emphasizes that this situation affects the dignity of victims and of their

descendants.

The Mandates holders solicited the observations of the Government of Re-

public of Turkey concerning the submitted allegation, in particular:

1. What measures has Turkey taken to establish the facts, including the fate or

whereabouts of Armenians who were subjected to forced internal displacement,

detention, extrajudicial killings and enforced disappearances during the period

of 1915-1923?

2. What measures have been taken to ensure the right of victims and of soci-

ety as a whole to know the truth about these events, and to ensure the right of vic-

tims to justice and reparations for the damage suffered?

3. What measures have been taken to locate, insofar as possible, the bodies of

Armenians who died as a result of these events?

4. To provide information about the reasons for the adoption of the 2017 leg-

islation preventing lawmakers from making certain expressions. To explain how

this is compatible with international human rights law, in particular with article

19 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR).

5. To provide detailed information about the cases in which Article 301 of the

Criminal Code has been applied to punish individuals for statements made al-

leging crimes against Armenians.

The Government of Turkey on May 17th 2019 bluntly refuses to answer those

questions by UN human rights mechanisms.

We praise the special procedures engaged by the WGEID and the two Special

Rapporteurs and we support the pursuit of this unprecedented and important

process.

While this effort is not a substitute for genocide recognition or full and ade-

quate reparations for the mass atrocities and confiscations of properties suffered

by the Armenians during this period, actions by the relevant United Nations

human rights organs would constitute significant steps toward the disclosure of

the truth and redress for this open wound on humanity.

Holy See of Etchmiadzin – HH Karekin II
(Vagharshapat, Republic of Armenia) 

Catholicosate of Antelias – HH Aram I (Beirut, Republic of Lebanon)
Armenian Evangelical World Council (USA)
Armenian General Benevolent Union (USA)

Armenian Missionary Association of America (USA)

!"#$%&"#'()*

Frank Quintero
Appointed to Fill
Vacant Council Seat

During a special meeting on Friday,

June 21, 2019, the Glendale City Council

appointed former Glendale Mayor Frank

Quintero to fill a seat on the Council that

was vacated by former Councilmember

Zareh Sinanyan on June 7, 2019.

“I look forward to working with

Frank Quintero to preserve the high

quality of life enjoyed by Glendale resi-

dents,” said Mayor Ara Najarian. “His

extensive professional experience will be

a great asset to our community.”

The Glendale City Council selected

Frank Quintero from a group of 45 indi-

viduals who submitted letters of interest

to the City Attorney’s Office by 5 p.m. on

Monday, June 17, 2019.

Made within 30 days of the vacancy,

the appointment forgoes the requirement

to call a special election to fill the seat.

The term of office for the appointed seat

runs through the March 2020 General

Municipal Election.

President Sarkissian visits Safran French
aerospace company’s pavilion in Le Bourget

YEREVAN, JUNE 22,

ARMENPRESS. President

of Armenia Armen Sarkiss-

ian, who is in France on a

working visit, has been

hosted at the pavilion of

Safran, a leading French

aerospace company, on the

sidelines of the Interna-

tional Paris Air Show in Le

Bourget, the Presidential

Office told Armenpress.

Accompanied by the

company representatives the Armenian President got acquainted with their latest so-

lutions and innovative systems. President Sarkissian discussed with the company’s di-

rector for international affairs the possible cooperation directions and prospects with

Armenia.

Safran S.A. is a French multinational aircraft engine, rocket engine, aerospace-com-

ponent and defense company.

Armenia Engineering Week series of

events, which will take place in Yerevan

and Vanadzor town from June 24 to 28,

will allow to present the Armenian tech-

nological potential and production to the

world, Deputy minister of High Techno-

logical industry Gegham Vardanyan told

reporters today.

Highlighting the importance of such a

large-scale event, the deputy minister said

it is completely an Armenian event be-

cause most of the speakers are Armenians

who will propose and present their solu-

tions.

Chairman of the Engineering Associa-

tion Aram Salatyan said the events have

been selected with three targeted ap-

proach – to show the leading applied en-

gineering solutions which are developed

in Armenia, to make the world heard that

Armenia becomes a center of finding so-

lutions to the engineering issues and to

show to the youth how engineering is de-

veloping in Armenia. The Armenia Engi-

neering Week will gather around 500

participants from state, scientific-research,

educational organizations of various

countries, new and already developed en-

gineering companies.

Professional seminars, presentations,

experience exchanging events in high-

tech related areas are envisaged to take

place for three days in the scope of the

Week. The “Armenia Engineering Week”

will conclude on 28 June, 2019, at Vanad-

zor Technology Center where discussion

on results of the Week with participation

of experts and representatives of public

and private sector, as well as engineering

solutions expo and best start-up showcase

will be held.



“Armenia Engineering Week” to gather 500
representatives of the field from Europe, US and Africa
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YEREVAN, JUNE 21, ARMENPRESS. Foreign
Minister of Armenia Zohrab Mnatsakanyan gave a
briefing following his meeting with Azerbaijani FM on
June 21, ARMENPRESS was informed from the press
service of the Foreign Ministry of Armenia.

The briefing is presented below.

Question: What did you discuss today, what are the
main priorities?

Answer: Well you know, I think we sustain the

dynamics of our meetings. One very important as-

pect we have to deal with is that we sustain the

very important environment, which allows us to

move on with all the issues, the progress of the

peaceful resolution of this conflict. And you know

alternative to the peaceful resolution of the conflict.

I think there are some developments in these past

weeks, past month, that have been influencing the

process and I think we have to look at it in a careful way

and see the ways in which we can be faithful to the

agreements and understandings that we have been

working on over the previous months, and this has been

a very important part of our talks today. And the polit-

ical will to move on with the progress and the sustain-

ability of the environment which provides the right

background in which the peace process is taking place,

are very important priorities. And of course we have

been focusing on this with the Co-Chairs and my col-

league, Foreign Minister of Azerbaijan.

Question: Mr. Minister they said that some documents
have been circulated...

Answer: There are documents that exist, that ex-

isted, but the documents are not the issue. Here the

issue is in what principles we are approaching, because

in principle, today it is necessary to focus primarily on

the environment that ensures the progress of the

process. As for our principled approaches, they are

known to everyone, they have been expressed by Ar-

menia on different occasions. And it is in that context,

that we, in all cases, consider all the different options to

see to which extent our priorities, our primary interests

are being expressed. Of course, we had quite a long dis-

cussion and we need time to, so to say, study, analyze,

evaluate this phase. We plan to continue this discussion

process. It will be announced when we will have an

agreement on what we are doing in the next phase,

when this happens. The Co-Chairs also have work to do

on their part.

In this regard, now we need to carefully analyze

how we can maintain that dynamics, which enables to

have political will and to move towards a peaceful set-

tlement.

Question: The question is that since 25 years after the
conflict, what has changed in terms of the negotiations
process. I am talking like since 1994 until 2019. In terms of
substantial conversations what has changed?

Answer: You are asking me a question that would

require a very long analytical research. And given that

we have spent a few hours with my colleague and the

Co-Chairs on some very important talks, engaging in

such analytical research is not exactly what I am up to

at the moment. But I think it is very important to un-

derstand the absolute priorities for Armenia and

Nagorno Karabakh. The absolute priority of the secu-

rity of the people of Nagorno-Karabakh from which

stems the question of status very much defines the way

in which we look at this question. Of course, one has to

understand that the whole peaceful resolution means

compromise and compromise means a two-way street.

So I think I have to be very sensitive about the way in

which we perceive our absolute security concerns. And

also we have to consider the concerns of the other side.

So, within this careful approach and political will, I

think we are prepared and want to move on.

Question: Mr. Minister negotiation have been going dur-

ing the escalation of the conflict…
Answer: That is what I was saying all this time. Of

course, this has had a very bad effect, because negotiat-

ing in a condition when there are elements of escalation

and risks to disrupt this process, they have very bad ef-

fect of course, you cannot avoid them.

But here for the Foreign Ministers with the Co-

Chairs it is also very important today to find a way in

which we can work towards sustaining the environ-

ment that has been a result of the conversation, of the

agreement, understandings, reached at the level of our

leaders. I think it is a very important challenge to sus-

tain those agreements, those understandings that set en-

vironment within which the peace process is taking

place.

Question: Are there any concrete agreements about fu-
ture...?

Answer: We have some agreements. We have agree-

ments that need to be implemented and I think we have

been reaffirming this concerning journalists, concerning

the detainees, concerning the strengthening of the cease-

fire regime, sustainability of the ceasefire regime, sus-

tainability of an environment that reduces the risks of

escalation. These have various specific steps to take and

I think we need to work and bring this to fruition.

Question: Is there any change in the position of Armenia,
about including Nagorno Karabakh ..

Answer: Well, look, there is no change, there could

not be any change and I have to be understood very

clearly, the Armenian position is based on a very prac-

tical side, very practical approach, that Nagorno-

Karabakh is a stakeholder, is a subject of all this, and

they have to have the respective sense of ownership, if

we are very serious about delivering a progress in the

negotiating process. So in that I think we have been very

clear in our approaches we are trying to underline that

this is specifically a practical question of a political will

to provide practical progress in the negotiations. The

subject to these negotiations, Nagorno-Karabakh, the

stakeholder in this negotiations, Nagorno-Karabakh,

has to have a direct sense of ownership. So that has been

part of the conversation, of course, we have to bear that

in mind. But as I am saying the very important thing is

that all these issues are interrelated and we have to treat

it carefully in a way that we move forward.

Question: You’re very optimistic about negotiations
today?

Answer: Well, I am very careful about all those

judgements, about optimism and pessimism, but I think

it’s a responsibility, you know, because these talks have

very direct implications on lives of people. And when

you think in these terms you have to understand that

whatever you do has to serve the purpose of peace. It is

good for our region, it is good for Azerbaijan, it is good

for Armenia, it is good for Nagorno-Karabakh, it is good

for the entire region.

But it has to be in a way that each of the parties feels

that there is a parity of commitment, there is a solution

which each of the parties, on the basis of compro-

mise, feels that it serves the national interests, the

national concern, the concern of each side, that it

delivers on those concerns, that it finds a way in

which this parity of commitments provides that

necessary balance. That’s the essence of compro-

mise.

Question: Mammadyarov said that the next meet-
ing will not be late...

Answer: Yes, I can confirm that at least we had

an agreement that we need to work in that direc-

tion, and we will finalize the agreement about the

next meeting. We have just finished the meeting

and you realize that even today's conversation is

the first, so-called reflection of how we see the out-

come of these negotiations. We are, obviously,

ready to continue, and we are ready to announce

the next point when we have an agreement on

that, but we will also reaffirm that it will not wait long.

But at the same time it is essential that we can reaffirm

the commitments related to the relevant environment

and the strengthening of the ceasefire, and to the rele-

vant mechanisms that are part of such an environment.

Question: My question is, you mentioned about Armen-
ian population of Nagorno Karabakh, how about Azerbaijani
IDPs at seven surrounding districts? Was that a part of …

Answer: I have been talking about the priorities for

Armenia. And, obviously, the issues that are priorities

for the other party are there, and as I’m saying there is

a …

Question: So what is the position?...
Answer: The solution is a commitment. You don’t

expect me to go on to elaborate discussion and analy-

ses of all these issues right now right after these talks,

this was not exactly what we are dealing with now. But

as I am saying we have our priorities and we talk about

our priorities, but you also remember when the Prime

Minister was talking about the way in which to build

peace is the way in which to find solutions to the vari-

ous issues that concern all the parties. And I would

want to remind also that the PM of Armenia has said

this before, and we have reiterated this, that whatever

the solution will be achieved, it has to be acceptable to

the people of Armenia, Nagorno-Karabakh and Azer-

baijan.

For the moment as I am saying the very concerning

developments, the ceasefire violations which claim lives

are important challenges that we have to deal with, we

have to address them, and we have to reduce those risks

of escalation in that we can  sustain a conducive envi-

ronment for peace.

So we had this conversation today and there we

have a good report with the co-chairs, with my col-

league within that spirit.

Question: Last question about the meeting with the Na-
tional Security Advisor Bolton, any comments.

Answer: Well, we had a very intensive, very engag-

ing, very productive dialogue with Ambassador Bolton.

And we had the opportunity to cover a wide range of is-

sues of which of course the regional security and the

peaceful resolution of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict

were very important part of our conversation. The US

is, after all, one of the three co-chairs and a very impor-

tant stakeholder in this, as a Co-Chair, together with

Russia and France. We have very important issues of re-

gional stability and the dynamics, of course, we need

this dialogue, this conversation to carry on. The US is a

very important partner for Armenia. We have a very

rich bilateral agenda. And we have been taking stock of

this bilateral agenda. So, in every way, this was a very

important conversation with Armenia’s important part-

ner, the United States, on a wide range of issues. And I

was saying it was a very productive, very engaging di-

alogue, conversation, discussion with Ambassador

Bolton.

Foreign Minister Mnatsakanyan gives interview
over his meeting with Azerbaijani FM

NOR OR ENG.June27:Layout 1  6/22/19  8:00 PM  Page 2



9Thursday« June 27, 2019
Üáñ úñ

“Despite the geologists’ knowledge and
craft, / mocking magnets, graphs, and
maps— / in a split second the dream / piles
before us mountains as stony / as real life.” -
- Wisawa Szymborska

Twenty-five years ago, when I told

Mother, I’ve decided to become a teacher,

she looked bewildered. “You should re-

consider and become a doctor,” she said.

At 25, my major and passion in the edu-

cation of English Literature provided me

with one option, but physicianship was-

n’t one of them. Right out of college, I

couldn’t wait to spark the interest of

grade school students with the tranquil-

ity of The Little Prince, the wily stories of

Roald Dahl, and the poetry of Shel Sil-

verstein. I bounced over the moon when

I slipped a Saroyan, Satre, or Szymborska

into their YA reading list. 

“You’re a smart boy. You should be-

come a doctor,” she said. My mother’s

comment sounded delusional for one

reason: I couldn’t remember being pres-

ent in any of my science classes after ele-

mentary school. I mean, I occupied space

physically like a lab specimen, but men-

tally, I took flight to Barrie’s Never-Never

Land. To avoid conflict, my 9th grade Bi-

ology teacher made me the laboratory re-

porter and encouraged me to record all

the “occurrences” in the classroom.

Howard Gardner would’ve been proud

of Mrs. Saccoman, the unconventional

Biology teacher. She tapped into my ver-

bal-linguistic intelligence, and for once, I

paid attention.

Yet, my ephemeral encounter with

science education, just like the 80s, evap-

orated into the ether of ennui. I gravi-

tated toward the presidential parodies on

Saturday Night Live and laughed at the

actor-turned-president who mixed

voodoo economics with “Star Wars” ini-

tiatives. My immigrant parents, mean-

while, waited for the morsels to trickle

down from the rich into their vacant

plates. This smart boy who didn’t be-

come a doctor had to work at his uncle’s

gas station so that he could raise enough

money to pay for the prom. Science never

sashayed into our household because we

constantly struggled to stay financially

afloat. 

“I cannot become a doctor,” I said be-

cause I had a father who pushed Balzac

and Mendelssohn on his children like a

dealer pushes Prozac and Methampheta-

mines on addicts in Adidas tracksuits. I

had a mother who grounded her fantas-

tical stories in coffee cups full of residue

as women with bouffant hairdos and

stale perfumes oohed and aahed around

her. I wish we had microscopes as book-

ends, or the periodic table framed over

the dining table. Instead, we had a mar-

ble bust of Beethoven and the velvety sil-

houette of Sayat Nova staring down at

us, the immigrant misfits of Pasadena. 

I stayed true to my calling and be-

came a teacher. Then, in 2005, I accepted

the principalship position at Hovsepian

School in Pasadena. At the helm, I wres-

tled with the complex marriage of the

Sciences and the Arts. Like Sirens, the

Arts seemed seductive, alluring. From

the belly, children had heard the melodic

hums of their mothers, dabbed into paint

as toddlers, recited nursery rhymes in

backseats of SUVs, and danced to distant

rhythm of the Pacific like true Californi-

ans. What did the Sciences have? If lucky,

a hanging skeleton in the lab doubled as

the metaphor of the department. 

Underneath the weight of dilapi-

dated textbooks, science teachers felt dis-

heartened and disconnected from the

21st century demands. The global Tech

Boom of the 90s brewed the perfect storm

for future science-technology teachers to

jump ship. The nightly news heralded in-

cessantly: U.S. markets lacked qualified

candidates for high-tech jobs. Thus, the

inevitable shortage ensued. Reputable

practitioners of the sciences disappeared

from the trenches of academia and rap-

tured into the kingdoms of Microsoft and

Macintosh. Millennials migrated into

marshes full of money and left the teach-

ing of sciences to characters with the dis-

position of Dr. Bunsen Honeydew or

Beaker from the Muppets.

The tragicomedy continued in tech-

nology classes. For example, we dedi-

cated a single period of “computers” per

week to buffer against the technological

avalanche. Teachers infused the Arts into

core subjects regularly but most avoided

the computer like the plague. To bypass

the passé Excel or PowerPoint presenta-

tions, we hired undergraduates, desper-

ate for cash, to wow students with

juvenile wizardry of coding on the ele-

phantine desktops in the computer lab.

Tech-savvy middle schoolers weren’t im-

pressed. They sank into the quicksand of

boredom. I couldn’t save them because I

didn’t attempt to understand technology.

Ignorance coats the brain like a cozy

blanket. 

In blindfolds, we struggled to pin a

tail on a shapeshifting donkey. Districts

played victims to crackpot contracts,

purchasing and then disposing the latest

trend. Like lemmings, Armenian schools

followed suit—including ours—to em-

brace the latest gimmick. Remember the

smart board craze? Schools raced to re-

place the old white boards with some-

thing smarter, launched multimedia

rooms full of smoke and mirrors, yet

failed to acknowledge the obvious: only

smart teachers make smart students. A

telling article in Myplanet entitled,

“Smart Board, Dumb Idea,” validated

our core belief, we didn’t necessarily

need the latest gadgetry; we needed

more Mrs. Saccomans.  

By 2013, K-12 educators got a taste of

the Next Generation Science Standards

(NGSS), which provided flexibility to de-

sign classroom-learning that simulated

students’ interests. Myplanet article

stated, “Children are highly tactile (espe-

cially when learning new concepts). A

smart board doesn’t offer the same kind

of interactivity.” We wanted our children

to solve real-world challenges through

project-based teaching and cross-disci-

pline learning. This allowed students to

understand the relevancy of their work

within the world around them. It exer-

cised their curiosity. For example, Shake-

speare transcended disciplines when the

apothecary’s potion poisoned the fate of

Juliet and Romeo. See? Sciences seeped

into literature.   

At Hovsepian School, we realized the

necessity to merge the arts with sciences,

creativity with critical thinking. Students

need to understand Nabokov’s infatua-

tion with butterflies occurred before he

wrote his seminal Lolita. The poet

William Carlos Williams moonlighted as

a physician before he ate “the plums /

that were in / the icebox. / and which /

you were probably / saving / for break-

fast. / Forgive me / they were delicious

/ so sweet / and so cold.” I did not be-

come a doctor, but being a teacher, prin-

cipal, and a father in the 21st century

feels equally sweet.

I believe Hovsepian School’s

metaphorical counterpart is a set of

Legos. To avoid stagnancy, education

needs a solid foundation and a colorful

set of building blocks. This year, our

school added a new block to our ever-

evolving edifice; it carried the acronym

STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineer-

ing, Arts, & Math). Based on research, we

knew STEAM enhanced learning

through hands-on, interactive, project-

based, and real-world applications. It

also integrated a variety of disciplines to

allow students to come up with different

solutions to the same problem. Most im-

portantly, it gave students the opportu-

nity to apply science and math to real

world issues. 

We established a partnership with

STEM World, a wonderful laboratory-

workshop space in Pasadena that had

championed a true STEM-immersion

through technology and hands-on equip-

ment. Because of our partnership, we re-

cruited the best and the brightest science

and technology educators in the busi-

ness. With a collaborative effort, we de-

signed a tailored STEAM curriculum for

Hovsepian students, trained our brilliant

teachers, and cultivated parental sup-

port. Furthermore, we hired an inde-

pendent STEAM specialist, to design a

special curriculum for our preschool. We

knew STEAM will nurture young minds

to solve world problems that require, at

least in part, both scientific and artistic

solutions.

Last month, at our school’s annual

Dinner with STEAM specialist, our mid-

dle school students came face-to-face

with passionate scientists and engineers

who advocated the mantra, “Be the

change you want to see.” As students

met scientists at various stations, I

wanted them to envision the intercon-

nectivity of STEAM. Guest scientist, Dr.

Paul Narguizian, professor of Biology at

CSULA, reassured my worries: “We are

changing our tune at the collegiate level;

we are telling a story which is grounded

in science yet nourished through the hu-

manities.” A 6th grader reiterated, “I saw

Math, Language Arts, Sciences, and His-

tory hugging it out.” 

Mother looked bewildered when I

told her, I’ve decided to become a

teacher. That was twenty-five years ago.

Today, when my 10-year-old and I visited

her at Ararat Home, she became the in-

quisitive grandmother. “What are you

going to be when you grow up?” she

asked her granddaughter. What are you

going to be? That dreaded question. My

daughter looked at her, then at the ceil-

ing. “I don’t know,” she said. “I’d like to

be an archeologist or an actress.” Mom

nodded, smiled, and requested a kiss. In

mid-embrace, my mother whispered in

my daughter’s ear, “Be both. Be both.” 

Reflections of an Armenian School Principal:
The Smart Boy Who Didn’t Become a Doctor

Armenian Embassy
appeals to Georgia court
requesting to cut
detention term of citizen
Minas Minasyan

TBILISI, JUNE 22, ARMENPRESS.

The diplomats of the Armenian Em-

bassy in Georgia today visited Ar-

menian citizen Minas Minasyan who

is arrested following the clashes that

launched in Tbilisi on June 20.

Armenian citizen is among the

people arrested in Georgia during the

ongoing clashes. Armenian citizen

Minas Minasyan, born in 1995, stud-

ies in Tbilisi. He will stay in adminis-

trative detention for 13 days for

failure to obey the lawful order of the

police officer. 

On June 20, several thousand pro-

testers converged on the parliament in

downtown Tbilisi, demanding the res-

ignation of the interior minister and

the parliament’s speaker, and tried to

storm the building. In response, police

used tear gas, rubber bullets and

water cannons to disperse the demon-

strators. According to Georgian

media, dozens were detained, 240

people suffered injuries.
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Searching for a New Candidate:
Western Armenian
Language Teacher Training
Programme

The Programme of Armenian Studies

is looking for the next participant in its

Western Armenian Language Teacher

Training Programme. This is a one-year

programme designed to train the next

generation of teachers of Western Ar-

menian. The successful candidate will

move to Beirut for one year, where they

will follow a course of Western Armen-

ian language study and work in the Ar-

menian community.

Candidates must:
Be over 18 years of age;

Have been born and raised within a

Western Armenian speaking family and

environment, being exposed to the lan-

guage for a reasonable amount of time;

Speak Western Armenian;

Be willing to teach the language in

their respective communities.

Those interested in applying should

send their CVs to Dr Krikor Moskofian

(k.moskofian@progarmstud.org.uk).

After meticulous consideration the suc-

cessful candidates will be asked to sub-

mit a cover letter, which will be followed

by an video interview. We will only be

answering the queries of the candidates

who submit their CVs.

The Programme of Armenian Studies

is grateful to the Armenian Communities

Department of the Calouste Gulbenkian

Foundation for funding this project. 

The Teacher Training Programme is

designed and supervised by Dr Krikor

Moskofian (Director, Programme of Ar-

menian Studies).

The Executive Committee of Rotarian

Action Group For Peace recently elected

Dt. Garbis Der-Yeghiayan as Chair of the

newly-established Middle East Initiative

Council. In the month of March, 2019, a

high-ranking Rotary delegation headed

by Dr. Der-Yeghiayan visited Israel and

Palestine meeting with numerous gov-

ernment officials,leaders of  peace-pro-

moting organizations,university

presidents and students. as well as Ro-

tarians. The idea of establishing a peace

council was conceived during the dele-

gation's visit to the Holy Land.

Upon his election, Dr. Der-Yeghiayan

said: "This is a fresh approach led by Ro-

tarians and youth groups to create a cul-

ture of peace. It is based on shared values

and desired outcomes of all concerned to

include: 1. Safety and Security; 2. Pros-

perity; 3. Quality of Life. We are commit-

ted to full participation in a process to

equitably meeting the needs of current

and future generations".

The proposed projects of the Council

include: Organizing peace conferences

and workshops to address the root

causes of conflict among parties with the

participation of Rotarians and interna-

tional thinkers with global experience.

Offering a summer program for teens to

help them learn about the history, culture

and politics of the Middle East. Publish-

ing position papers authored by Council

Members and other scholars on events in

the Middle East. Working collaboratively

with like-minded peace organizations in

the region to affect change. Organizing

annual peace missions to the region to

learn and to better understand the status

quo.

The Council will be composed of

prominent Rotarians, scholars,statesmen,

peace-builders, former ambassadors, for-

mer members of parliaments and youth

representatives.

Dr. Der-Yeghiayan is a seasoned Ro-

tary leader. He is the first Armenian

American elected to serve as a District

Governor (California-Nevada, USA) in

the history of Rotary International. He

has held all senior positions in Rotary, in-

cluding the chairmanship of Rotarian Ac-

tion Group For Peace. He is the recipient

of Rotary's  highest honors. 

Dr. Der-Yeghiayan expressed his grat-

Yerevan, Ar-

menia – The 2019

Commencement

Ceremony of the

AMAA’s Khoren

and Shooshanig

Avedisian School

in Yerevan was

very emotional.

On June 13,

teachers, par-

ents, upper

grade students, representatives of the

AMAA and the Evangelical Church of

Armenia, founders of the School, mem-

bers of the School Board, overseas guests,

and representatives of various local and

international organizations came to-

gether to bid farewell to the School’s 31

graduates.

Principal Melanya Geghamyan

greeted the guests and expressed her

heartfelt advice to the graduates. She

thanked School Benefactors Edward and

Pamela Avedisian (who were unable to

come to Yerevan this year), the Bilezikian

family and other Benefactors, Zaven

Khanjian, AMAA Executive

Director/CEO, Harout Nercessian,

AMAA Representative in Armenia, part-

ner organizations and the parents for be-

lieving in the vision of the Avedisian

School, for their trust, and for always

supporting the

School.

Mr. Khanjian

addressed the

graduates and

wished them

much success in

their journey to

higher achieve-

ments, and ad-

vised them to

walk in the right

path and to build “new and powerful”

Homeland. 

The keynote speaker was Doreen

Bilezikian representing the Bilezikian

family. Her message was profound and

encouraging. She spoke about the dan-

gers, difficulties and obstacles in the

crossroads of life, and advised the grad-

uates not to fall apart, and to continue

their road uninterrupted.

On behalf of the graduates Anna Gal-

styan spoke in English. 

The graduates then stood up along

with their Home Room Teachers K.

Harutyunyan and N. Margaryan as their

names were called one by one to receive

their Certificates from School Principal

Mrs. Geghamyan, AMAA Executive Di-

rector/CEO Zaven Khanjian and Bene-

factor Yervant Chekijian. Then 31 caps

simultaneously took off in the air.

AMAA's Avedisian School Bids Farewell to its
Graduates

“And let knowledge and love become the compass of your great
voyage.” Melanya Geghamyan, School Principal

DR. GARBIS DER-YEGHIAYAN ELECTED
CHAIR OF ROTARY MIDDLE EAST
INITIATIVE COUNCIL

The Programme of Armenian Studies is
a London-based academic institution,
founded with the goal of promoting Western
Armenian language and Armenian studies in
the UK, Europe, and around the world. 2017
will be the fifth anniversary of its inception,
and we will be launching a special pro-
gramme of events to mark the occasion.

HISTORY
Aware of the gap in the promotion of

Armenian Studies, we have undertaken

to make the voice of Armenian Studies

heard at higher academic levels, and

have based ourselves in London, a global

hub for academia, to helps further this

aim. Since its foundation in 2012, the Pro-

gramme of Armenian Studies has run

Western Armenian language courses for

elementary, intermediate, and advanced

learners. It also organise academic events

such as lectures and panel discussions,

and has recently expanded to offer

month-long summer intensive language

courses at three levels.

VISION
The vision which drives us is that of

creating an institution which will take

care of the intellectual and cultural needs

of Armenian communities around the

world, and this international outlook is

our motivation for maintaining a strong

online presence. We are determined to

promote Armenian Studies within and

outside these communities, and to act as

a bridge not only between the Armenian

communities of Europe, but also between

each community and experts in fields of

Armenian interest. At the same time, we

promote the study of minorities in gen-

eral, this being a field of interest for us.

The Programme of Armenian Studies

is run with the following aims in mind:

• To promote the Western Armenian

language

• To preserve, document and pro-

mote Armenian culture and memory

• To promote Armenian Studies in ac-

ademic circles in London and other

global cities

LOOKING AHEAD
The Programme is an evolving proj-

ect; we work against the challenges we

face to meet our goals, and the last year

or so has seen us reach milestones such

as the streamlining of our EN newsletters

and the introduction of video recordings

of all our public events. We have also

begun to translate the event reports that

we produce for the benefit of those who

are unable to attend from English into

Western Armenian initially, and eventu-

ally into French, Spanish, Russian, and

Turkish.

The ultimate goal of the Programme

is to establish a higher education institu-

tion which, as well as continuing to teach

and promote the Western Armenian lan-

guage and organise Armenian-interest

public events, will expand its reach to in-

clude the teaching of Armenian litera-

ture, history, and culture. Eventually, our

wish is to provide teaching and award

diplomas in Armenian Studies and re-

lated subjects, such as Diaspora and Ot-

toman Studies, and we have other

projects in the pipeline besides. The Pro-

gramme of Armenian Studies continues

to grow, as does its number of followers.

OUR PRINCIPLES
The Programme of Armenian Studies

is a fully transparent and accountable in-

stitution. In serving Armenian commu-

nities in the Diaspora, the Programme of

Armenian Studies recognises the need to

remain academic and impartial, and

since its foundation has maintained its

independent, non-political, secular sta-

tus. However, we do not shy away from

the discussion of any topic within an ac-

ademic framework; we raise political

question in a scholarly environment

without supporting any political or ideo-

logical entity.

We look forward to welcoming you to

one of our courses or future public events

in London or elsewhere. If you are un-

able to attend our events in person, how-

ever, you will find recordings and reports

online at http://www.progarmstud.

org.uk/lectures/lecture-blog, and you

can stay up to date by joining our mail-

ing list http://eepurl.com/bgkcrj

We are indebted to the Calouste Gul-
benkian Foundation for providing consistent
support from our very beginnings.

Dr Krikor Moskofian, Director
k.moskofian@progarmstud.org.uk
Krikor is the founder and director of the

Programme of Armenian Studies. He has
taught Western Armenian language and lit-
erature in both Lebanon and the UK and is
the author of two Western Armenian lan-
guage textbooks. In 2009 he gained his doc-
torate in Armenian literary criticism from
SOAS, University of London, where he then
taught Western Armenian language and lit-
erature between 2009 and 2012.
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