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Glendale Now
Accepting Statements
of Interest for Vacant

City Council Seat

At its June 11, 2019 regular meeting,
the Glendale City Council approved a mo-
tion for a future appointment to fill the va-
cancy on the City Council created when
Councilmember Zareh Sinanyan resigned
effective June 7, 2019. The term of office
for the appointed seat runs through the
March 2020 General Municipal Election.

To be considered, persons interested in
being appointed to fill the Council va-
cancy must submit a Statement of Interest
in writing to City Attorney Michael J.
Garcia.  The Statement of Interest should
also include a statement of qualifica-
tions/reasons the candidate believes are
pertinent to the City Council’s considera-
tion in making the appointment.  The
Statement of Interest may be delivered by
personal delivery or mail to 613 East
Broadway, Room 220, Glendale, CA
91206, Attn: City Attorney Michael J.
Garcia, or by email to  MJGarcia@glen-
daleca.gov. The Statement of Interest must
be received at the City Attorney’s Office
no later than 5:00 p.m. on Monday, June
17, 2019 (postmarks not accepted). To be
eligible to serve on the City Council, ap-
plicants must be at least 18 years old and
a resident of Glendale.  The appointed per-
son must be able to attend Council meet-
ings every Tuesday. Attendance at City
Council workshops and special meetings
of the City Council may also be required.

The Council will consider the ap-
pointment at a Special Meeting to be held
on Friday, June 21, 2019 at 10:00 a.m. in
Council Chambers at City Hall.  

Glendale, CA – The Armenian American Museum has
announced the selection of world-renowned Gallagher &
Associates as the project’s exhibition design and master
planning firm. G&A is an internationally recognized inter-
disciplinary design studio with offices in Washington,
D.C., New York, Portland, and Singapore.

“We are honored to have been selected as the exhibi-
tion design and master planning firm for the Armenian
American Museum,” stated Patrick Gallagher, President &
Owner of Gallagher & Associates. “As storytellers, our goal
is to create a truly unique, immersive, and impactful expe-
rience for every visitor to the Armenian American Mu-
seum.”

Gallagher & Associates brings over 20 years of experi-
ence in museum planning and design to the developing
cultural and educational center. G&A has established its
reputation in the museum industry for bringing transfor-
mative experiences to life. The firm integrates interactive
design and media with the physical environment to pro-
duce immersive experiences that engage, entertain, and
create measurable impact.

Gallagher & Associates designed the online experience

for the Armenian Genocide Museum website
(http://www.ArmenianGenocideMuseum.org), an online
museum that puts the atrocities of the Armenian Genocide
into the context of world history and connects visitors to
current crimes against humanity to inspire people to speak
out and take action. G&A’s notable projects include the Na-
tional Center for Civil Rights and Human Rights, Interna-
tional Spy Museum, National Archives Museum, National
Museum of American Jewish History, Ronald Reagan Pres-
idential Library and Museum, Grammy Museum, and
more. The firm is currently collaborating on the Los Ange-
les-based Academy Museum of Motion Pictures.

“We are excited to be working with a firm that has the
caliber and reputation of Gallagher & Associates in the mu-
seum industry,” stated Executive Chairman Berdj Kara-
petian. “The firm will be an invaluable partner in helping
us achieve our ultimate vision for the Armenian American
Museum.” Gallagher & Associates will be leading the ex-
hibition design of the museum’s permanent Armenian ex-
hibition. The permanent exhibition will share the
Armenian American experience including the history of
Armenia, Armenian Genocide, and Armenians living in

America through interactive, immersive, and impactful
storytelling. The firm will be engaging a panel of leading
scholars, artists, and experts throughout the exhibition de-
sign process. The museum will also feature traveling exhi-
bitions on diverse cultures and subject matters that will
engage broad audiences and serve as a bridge that connects
our multicultural community.

In addition, Gallagher & Associates will be developing
the museum’s master plan that outlines the primary visitor
experiences within the overall parameters for the architec-
ture. The master plan connects the experiences to the or-
ganization’s mission, collections, and educational goals
with a focus on the visitor. G&A will serve as a member of
the museum’s project design team, working closely with
the architects, engineers, and consultants as they prepare
detailed construction plans for submission to the City of
Glendale. The Armenian American Museum is currently
in the pre-construction phase of the project with plans to
begin construction in 2020.

The City of Glendale, home to one of the largest Ar-
menian diaspora communities, has dedicated a premier lo-
cation for the historic project in downtown Central Park.

ARMENIAN AMERICAN MUSEUM ANNOUNCES EXHIBITION DESIGN AND
MASTER PLANNING FIRM

WASHINGTON, D.C. - On June 18th,
the U.S. House of Representatives
adopted amendments by Representa-
tives Jackie Speier (D-CA) and TJ Cox (D-
CA) to H.R. 2740 - the Labor, Health and
Human Services, Education, Legislative
Branch, Defense, State, Foreign Opera-
tions, and Energy and Water Develop-
ment Appropriations Act of 2020 - to
include $40 million to Armenia for
democracy assistance and $1.5 million to
Artsakh (Nagorno Karabakh) for mine
clearance efforts, as well as support for
regional rehabilitation services, reported
the Armenian Assembly of America (As-
sembly). Rep. Speier's amendment
passed 268 to 152 and Rep. Cox's amend-
ment passed as part of an en bloc amend-
ment by a vote of 231 to 187.

"The images of Armenia's Velvet
Revolution bring a smile to my face
every time I think of it... The amazing
part of all of this is that this democracy
occurred with not one drop of blood
being shed. So it is very important at this
point in time that we do everything in
our power to support this new democ-
racy. Since the revolution, Armenia has
held fair and free democratic elections
that swept Nikol Pashinyan to power.
Recently, his government signed an
agreement with the United States pro-
viding up to $60 million over two to
three years to promote economic growth
and good governance in Armenia," said
Congressional Caucus on Armenian Is-
sues Co-Chair Rep. Jackie Speier while
introducing the amendment on the
House floor. 

House Appropriations Committee
Chairwoman Rep. Nita Lowey (D-NY)
stated: "The progress made in Armenia's
transition to democracy and the Velvet

Revolution is a refreshing development
at a time when so many other countries
are headed in the opposite direction." She
added: "I am prepared to work to pro-
vide the necessary resources to encour-
age continued progress in Armenia." 

Earlier this year, Armenian Assembly
Co-Chair Van Krikorian testified before
the House Appropriations Subcommittee
on State, Foreign Operations, and Re-
lated Programs and called for additional
U.S. assistance towards Armenia's dem-
ocratic and economic development as
well as funding for Artsakh. During his
testimony, he urged Subcommittee
Chairwoman Lowey to "reward people
who have made progress towards
democracy."

Rep. TJ Cox's (D-CA) amendment to
ensure "funding for de-mining projects in
Nagorno-Karabakh, and support for re-
gional rehabilitation services for infants,
children, and adults with physical and
cognitive disabilities" was included as
part of an en bloc amendment offered by
Chairwoman Lowey.

"Children and families in Nagorno
Karabakh shouldn't have to live under
the constant threat of a crippling injury
or death from exploding mines," Rep.
Cox said to the Armenian Assembly. "My
amendment will ensure continued fund-
ing for de-mining and rehabilitation proj-
ects in Nagorno Karabakh. I'm
committed to working to restore com-
munities in Nagorno Karabakh and en-
sure the region is landmine free."

"The Armenian Assembly applauds
Rep. Speier for her commitment in sup-
port of Armenia's democracy as well as
Rep. Cox's initiative regarding the safety
of the citizens of Artsakh," stated Execu-
tive Director Bryan Ardouny. "In addi-

tion, we also appreciate the strong sup-
port of Armenian Caucus Co-Chair
Frank Pallone, Jr. and Vice Chair Adam
Schiff in these efforts," Ardouny contin-
ued.

During consideration of H.R. 2740,
Rep. Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-NJ) discussed
the need for the U.S. to take a more en-
gaged role to help resolve the Nagorno
Karabakh conflict, strengthen the cease-
fire, and remove barriers to dialogue.
Rep. Pallone also thanked Chairwoman
Lowey for being a "champion of the re-
gion," and for supporting Armenia and
protecting Artsakh. Earlier this year, Rep.
Pallone introduced H.Res.190, a resolu-
tion supporting United States-Artsakh
relations, which calls for free and open
communication, as well as travel be-
tween the two nations at all levels of civil
society and government. 

In addition to its House testimony,
the Armenian Assembly also submitted
testimony to the Senate Appropriations
Committee for FY 2020 this month reiter-
ating key priorities including assistance
to democracy-building in Armenia and
assistance to Artsakh. In its Senate testi-
mony, the Assembly also raised the dan-
ger of Turkish President Recep Tayipp
Erdogan's recent justification of the Ar-
menian Genocide, which is a dangerous
signal requiring U.S. intervention.

"The Armenian Assembly will con-
tinue to advocate for robust assistance for
Armenia as the appropriations process
moves to the Senate," Ardouny added.

With passage in the House, the next
step in the legislative process is consid-
eration by the Senate before both cham-
bers can reconcile the bill.



KEY AMENDMENTS FOR ARMENIA AND ARTSAKH PASS
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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We Armenians have reached a point
in the history of our nation when the sur-
vivors of our Genocide, our parents and
grandparents, have left us for their eter-
nal destiny, taking with them their suf-
ferings, their sorrows and their secrets.
We, their children, have often deplored
the conspiracy of silence which, for what-
ever reasons, caused them to conceal
from us the atrocities they had witnessed
and suffered during the Armenian Geno-
cide.

I must confess here how I cheated on
my parents to learn what I had never
been intended to know. The following ex-
cerpt from another book conveniently re-
lates the story:

"Little boys are supposed to sleep
soundly.  I never did and, as an old man,
I still don’t.  The only place available to
go to bed in the tiny apartment of the
Montmartre neighborhood in Paris where
our small family lived was the sofa in the
front room.  My parents were survivors
of the Genocide inflicted upon the Ar-
menian religious-ethnic minority while
the world was busy doing war during the
early part of the last century.  World War
I had become the occasion for the first oc-
currence of ethnic cleansing in modern
times as it was perpetrated with consum-
mate efficiency while the Western nations
were busy destroying each other.  A mil-
lion and a half Armenian Christians were
systematically massacred while the rest of
the population managed to flee their
bloodied Homeland.  My parents escaped
the carnage and made it to Paris where I
was born and raised.

One of my earliest memories has me
trying to conceal under my blanket the
fact that I was awake when my parents
and their guests thought that I was safely
asleep.  They met around the table, under
a hanging bulb that cast a weird orange
light reflected from the lampshade above
it.  They gathered periodically and, un-
aware that I could hear them, they whis-
pered among themselves the horrifying
stories of the depredations they had suf-
fered during the Genocide as families,
towns and villages.  When they were all
gone, I kept staring in the dark, eyes wide
open, teeth chattering, tight little body,
shaking irresistibly, deep into the night.

It is a documented fact that the sur-
vivors of the Armenian Genocide, now
practically extinct, have not spoken to
their children about it.  Their silence has
been explained as an attempt to spare
their progeny the trauma they themselves
experienced, or as their inability to come
to terms with the magnitude of the dev-
astation they suffered.  But they spoke
about it freely among themselves, as if at-
tempting to glean from each other an un-
derstanding of what happened to them.

Frozen with terror, I strained to hear
every word they spoke.  While simulat-
ing sleep, I clenched my teeth on my
blanket to prevent them from chattering
and thus betraying my awareness.  I re-
member hearing sobbing accounts about
fathers being tortured to death in front of
their families, of women and children
forced out by the ten thousands on one-
way death marches into the Syrian desert
of Der-Zor, of churches set on fire with

hundreds of refuge-seeking innocents
trapped inside, of my maternal grandfa-
ther Garabed Kupelian, a beloved pastor,
killed with eighteen Christian leaders on
their way to a church convention in the
city of Adana."

(How I Changed my Mind about
Women in Leadership by Bilezikian in
Alan Johnson ed.  pp. 50-51)

And now, decades later, this newly
published book makes a thunderous
landing on my desk. Hardly cracked
open, it forces me to re-examine my un-
derstanding of the Armenian Genocide.
Instead of the formal academic book re-
view I was assigned to turn in, here are a
few observations thrown together which
I hope will motivate readers to grapple
themselves with the story.

The Thirty-Year Genocide was written
by a team of two Jewish professors at the
Ben Gurion University in Israel for the
purpose of transforming “how we see
one of modern history’s most horrific
events.”  At first thought, the available
Armenian Genocide literature is so ex-
tensive that it does not seem that much
can be added to its understanding.  How-
ever, the reader quickly discovers that the
thoroughness and the minute attention
given to the research challenges tradi-
tional insights and breaks new ground in
several areas of Genocide theory. It is gen-
erally agreed that the designation “Ar-
menian Genocide” refers to the campaign
of spasmodic destructive frenzy that
caused the Ottoman government to deci-
mate the Armenian population that had
occupied the land of Anatolia long before
the Turkish hordes from central Asia had
invaded it during the eleventh century.
This book makes a persuasive case for the
proposition that the Genocide was not
primarily a systematic program of ethnic
cleansing aimed at eliminating the Ar-
menian population in one massive strike
under the rule of Sultan Abdul Hamid.
More accurately, it unfolded in three
stages that led to the horrors of extermi-
nation inspired by the anti-Christian ji-
hadic expressions of religious fanaticism
that found their fulfillment in the policies
of Mustafa Kemal.  The book chronicles
the evidence that the Armenians in
Turkey suffered a protracted agony of ex-
tinction that stretched over three decades
which culminated with the ascent to
power of the founder of the Turkish Re-
public. 

By cleverly exploiting the disarray of

his country’s government, Kemal, the vic-
tor of the battle of Gallipoli, was able to
exploit to his own advantage the turmoil
of his time to secure a position of domi-
nant military and political power.  I re-
member sitting in class during the 1940s
in my Parisian public school where he
was depicted with reverence as the iconic
revolutionary hero who delivered the
Turks from the colonial ambitions of the
Great Powers to lead his people from
backward medieval conditions into the
magic and the wonders of the modern
world.  Again, this book comes to our
help by providing the elements of a real-
istic profile for Kemal that depict him as
a somber, calculating, perfidious oppor-
tunist who manipulated the jihad option
to bring the thirty-year Genocide to a cli-
mactic conclusion that was extended to
include the Christian Greek and Assyrian
minorities, and that surpassed in cruelty
and savagery what had already been in-
flicted on the Armenians.

The existence of the Armenian Mis-
sionary Association of America bears wit-
ness to the emergence of a missionary
movement among churches and denom-
inations a century or more ago.  Once the
task of nation-building had been
achieved in the Western countries, the
eyes of Christians, especially Protestants,
turned beyond their home-shores toward
the spiritual, educational and medical
needs of peoples on all continents that
were devoid of the Christian message.  As
a result, missionaries from America and
Europe were already present and active
in Turkey when the Armenian massacres
began in 1894.  The authors of our book
have taken time to describe and carefully
reference scores of stories of interventions
by dedicated Christian foreigners who
reached out to harassed Armenians as
protectors, intercessors, conciliators,
providers, rescuers, first-responders,
caregivers, doctors, nurses, guardians of
orphans, chroniclers and gravediggers.
This witness to the self-sacrificing dedi-
cation of the apostles of mercy gains cred-
ibility in consideration of the fact that it
is borne in this book by two objective
non-Armenian and non-Christian distin-
guished Jewish scholars.  As a matter of
fact, some of the readers who are holding
this book in their hands at this instant,
whether they know it or not, owe their

existence to the altruism of those heroes
who have now passed away in anony-
mous obscurity—many of them buried in
nameless graves in the faraway land
where they served.  The authors of the
book are to be congratulated for this trib-
ute to the missionaries, carriers of mercy
caught in a monstrous nightmare of ram-
paging inhumanity. 

But primarily, the authors are to be
congratulated for the inception and, after
many years of meticulous research and
writing, for the publishing of this book.
It will stand in both the historical records
of nations and in the field of Genocide
studies as a monumental marker of ex-
cellence.  The incentive for the commit-
ment to this task could have naturally
devolved from the chronology between
the Armenian Genocide and the Jewish
Holocaust.  Indeed, the spacing in time of
the two events calls for the comparative
study of historical contexts and causality
which is available in the book.  But there
may be more to it.  It is well known that a
number of Israeli intellectuals view the
present policies of their government crit-
ically, as if calculated to build a capital of
hatred so intense that it may not be con-
tainable through diplomacy.  Like the Ar-
menians were in Turkey, they realize that
they constitute a tiny religious and ethnic
minority surrounded by Muslim nations
committed to their annihilation.  They
consider that their leaders’ policies of col-
onization through territorial expansion
and military oppression do not bode well
for the future of their country.  They also
realize that their reliance on American
power and nuclear weapons would not
withstand the attack by the dozen sur-
rounding, equally armed nations, num-
bering half a billion Muslims tightly
gathered together, three circles deep, as a
formidable siege fortress with little Israel
in the middle.  Although its authors do
not touch on this notion, it may well be
that their book could serve as a caution-
ary warning to alert their people to the
dangers that loom ahead. 

Finally, the words at the end of the
book may be the most important.  As-
toundingly, there is no discussion in the
book about the multitude of Genocides
that have occurred across the planet since
the Armenian Genocide and the Jewish
Holocaust.  No suggestions are made for
possible recourse to international agen-
cies to adjudicate conflicts that become
genocidal, for the recourse to sanctions
and boycotts, and for the intervention of
peace alliances.  In particular, no instruc-
tions to bring to reason those guilty of
Genocide except for confrontation with
facts in the face of denials and cover-ups,
in the hope that the truth can prevail and
bring restoration to honor and to good-
will in the family of nations.  The dispir-
ited mood reflected in this fish-tail ending
of the book may find explanation in the
last five words of the concluding sentence
of the whole volume:

“We hope that this study illuminates
what happened in Asia Minor in 1894-
1924, that it will generate debate and, in
Turkey, reconsideration of the past.”



Jewish Reflections on Our Genocide
The Thirty-Year Genocide, Turkey’s Destruction of its Christian Minorities 1894-1924 
By Benny Morris and Dror Ze’evi.  656 pages, Harvard University Press
Published April 24, 2019
A Non-Review by Gilbert Bilezikian, Th.D., Professor Emeritus, Wheaton College
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Gracing the 30th anniversary of its establishment,
the Armenian Bar Association will convene a fascinating
annual conference and celebrate its red-letter day in dra-
matic fashion on June 28-29, 2019, in downtown Los An-
geles. The conference program and the ensuing evening
ball are expected to draw record numbers from the legal
community and from the public at large.   All functions
are open to the public, with free admission for non-
lawyers to the continuing legal education program and
tickets-for-purchase for the gala banquet.  

Appearing at the top of the marquis will be Judge
Dickran Tevrizian, Jr. (retired) whom the Armenian Bar
will honor with its Lifetime Achievement Award at the
gala banquet to be held at the stately and super-impres-
sive California Club.  In the words of Armenian Bar
Chairman Gerard Kassabian, “Rare are the lives of men
who have done so much for so many in the legal pro-
fession.  What Judge T. has shown us over the years is
just how right it is to be proud and expressive of our Ar-
menian heritage on a broad, multi-cultural platform
here in Los Angeles and throughout the country.  Please
join us as we raise our glasses and fill our hearts in hum-
ble tribute to the historic career of one of our iconic
founding members.”

Judge Tevrizian was the first Armenian-American to
be appointed to the federal bench, a position he held
with an abundance of dignity and decorum for more
than 30 years. A worthy recipient of numerous awards
and recognized as a “shining star, great judge, kind
human being, and 13 or 14 on a scale of 10,” Judge

Tevrizian is widely respected for faithfully following the
law and steering feuding parties towards informal res-
olution as opposed to contentious litigation.  Since his
retirement from the bench, Judge Tevrizian has become
one of the prized neutrals at JAMS and was recently se-
lected to the 2019 Southern California Super Lawyers
list in the alternative dispute resolution category. 

The annual conference program at the Sheraton
Grand Los Angeles will open with a Saturday morning
wake-up call about the plunder of historic Armenia’s
native culture and civilization and then will touch upon
the legal challenges and opportunities in restoring di-
mensions of it.  Moderated by Armenian Genocide
Reparations Committee Chairman Armen K. Hovan-
nisian, two renowned experts in the field will weigh in
with their practical, hands-on experiences on the
ground itself of the Armenian homeland and in U.S. and
international tribunals.

The first discussant will be trail-blazing and
thought-provoking Matthew Karanian, Esq. who will
display a mesmerizing, virtual journey entitled, The Ar-
menian Highland, From Riches to Ruins to Rehabilita-
tion.   The second panelist, Thaddeus Stauber of Nixon
Peabody LLP,  comes to the Armenian Bar as that type
of rare treasure who will talk candidly about the hitches
and hurdles in efforts to reclaim vestiges of cultural her-
itage through the court and arbitral systems. His pres-
entation is entitled, The Road to Recovery is A Winding
Path.  Mr. Stauber advises the world’s leading cultural
institutions, foreign sovereigns, international art collec-

tors, dealers, artists, universities, foundations, estates
and individuals. 

The afternoon panel discussion will be—in itself--a
prodigious and historic event.   In an unprecedented
presentation in the Diaspora, the Human Rights Om-
budsmen of the Republic of Armenia (Honorable
Arman Tatoyan) and the Republic of Artsakh (Honor-
able Artak Beglaryan) will take the stage side-by-side to
share their views, respond to questions about the pro-
tection and restoration of human rights, and chart new
lines of cooperation with the Diaspora.

Bringing this truly unique arrangement into per-
spective, Garo B. Ghazarian, Co-Chairman of the Ar-
menian Rights Watch Committee and the panel’s
moderator, commented that “the rights of women and
men, of friend and foe, of Armenians and non-Armeni-
ans settled long ago at the base of our organization’s
code and credo. We carry an extensive legacy of recip-
rocal reinforcements with the homeland and as the
guardians of the personal and collective rights of our
communities in the diaspora.  And now we are thrilled
to have the personifications themselves of the primacy
of human rights, the right honorable Ombudsmen of the
Republics of Armenia and Artsakh.”   

To RSVP for the conference (required) and for tickets
to the gala banquet, please contact info@armenian-
bar.org.  For further program and weekend details,
please visit www.armenianbar.org.



Armenian Bar Association Turns 30, Marks Anniversary with Flair and Education

June 11, 2019 - The American Univer-
sity of Armenia (AUA) Extension is
pleased to announce that a new certifi-
cate program will be launched in Sep-
tember 2019 in partnership with the
Syrian Armenian Relief Fund (SARF).
The program is specifically tailored to
Syrian Armenian repatriates interested in
starting or expanding a business, or ad-
vancing in their professional careers.

Courses offered by the program in-
clude business entrepreneurship,
tourism and hospitality, branding, ac-
counting, Russian and English. Thanks to
funding from SARF, enrollment in
courses under this new Educational Pro-
gram for Syrian-Armenian Repats in Ar-
menia will be tuition-free for qualifying
Syrian Armenians. Applications will be
accepted starting July 1st.

The program seeks to empower Syr-
ian Armenians with the skills and knowl-
edge to succeed as entrepreneurs in the
homeland. To tap into the fast growing
entrepreneurial market, repatriates in-
creasingly need skill sets in adaptive
leadership, advanced communication,
and foreign languages widely used in
Armenia, such as English and Russian.
Additionally, a broad range of compe-

tencies and practical
knowhow in
tourism and hospi-
tality management,
branding, account-
ing, and other topics
in business will
make them more
competitive in the
local market. The
language of instruc-
tion will be Armen-
ian.

The tourism and
hospitality industry
is among the fastest
growing sectors in
the world and has a strategic significance
in Armenia’s emerging economy and
high demand in the labor market. The in-
dustry offers a wide variety of career op-
portunities, such as tour operator, event
planner, recreation planner, food and
beverage manager, and many more ex-
citing career options. This program pro-
vides interested participants with the
unparalleled opportunity to take courses
from the rich list of industry-specific
courses and languages.

The certificate program will be con-

ducted over a
twelve-month period
with courses ranging
from 34 hours to 87
hours each. In addi-
tion to formal in-
s t r u c t i o n ,
participants will
have a guided visit to
a company, have one
additional week for
completing individ-
ual business projects,
and preparing their
final presentations.
During the entrepre-
neurship course,

Business Model Canvas methodology
will be applied to help participants visu-
alize their business models. Additionally,
participants will be coached on how to
manage their social media presence, ana-
lyze the market, brand their products,
and master the numbers in their business
models and accounting records. This pro-
gram not only teaches participants to
excel in their businesses but also creates
networking opportunities.

As space is limited, interested indi-
viduals are encouraged to apply as soon

as registration opens on July 1st. The reg-
istration fee is 10,000 AMD. Accepted ap-
plicants will enroll in the courses under
this program tuition-free thanks to fund-
ing from SARF.

For questions and more information, con-
tact extension@aua.am.

Founded in 1991, the American Univer-
sity of Armenia (AUA) is a private, inde-
pendent university located in Yerevan,
Armenia, and affiliated with the University
of California. AUA provides a global educa-
tion in Armenia and the region, offering
high-quality graduate and undergraduate
studies, encouraging civic engagement, and
promoting public service and democratic val-
ues.

The Syrian Armenian Relief Fund
(SARF) was founded in 2012 to provide fi-
nancial assistance to Syrian Armenians who
are the victims of the devastating Syrian
Civil War including supporting  educational
institutions, nutritional needs, essential
housing repairs and health care. Between
2016-2018, SARF has also partnered with
other non-profit organizations to provide
housing rental subsidy to Syrian Armenian
refugees who have fled to Armenia. For more
information, visit syrianarmenianrelief-
fund.org.

AUA Extension and SARF Partner to Provide New Certificate Program for
Syrian-Armenians

Judge Dickran Tevrizian Honorable Artak BeglaryanHonorable Arman Tatoyan Matthew Karanian, Esq.
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In 1890 an Armenian entrepreneur,
Michael Apcar, brought his wife, an aspir-
ing writer named Diana and their new-
born daughter to Japan, a country that had
recently opened to the world and was
bursting with opportunities for new busi-
nesses. After two bankruptcies Michael
suddenly died leaving Diana with debts
and three children in a foreign land. She
had to support her family and stabilize the
business, eventually making it a success;
yet she still wanted to focus her energy
elsewhere.

The area crying for attention was the
Middle East. The weakened Ottoman Em-
pire was losing one province after another,
as Greece, Bulgaria, Macedonia were re-
gaining their independence. The suspicion
and hostility of the Ottoman government
towards its remaining minorities grew
steadily. The Armenian massacres of 1895-
96 and 1909 gathered considerable media
coverage, but neither the Sublime Porte,
nor European Powers, actively meddling
in the Ottoman affairs, did anything to
change the situation.

Diana’s goal was set: her people
needed her, and she committed her pas-
sion and idealism to their cause. She wrote
a book a year, appealed to peace societies
and sent her articles to major European
and American newspapers, pleading her
case: Armenians’ right for “security of life
and property on the soil of their own
country.” She corresponded with Stanford
University founder David Starr Jordan,
President of Columbia University,
Nicholas M. Butler, U.S. Secretary of State
Robert Lansing, and dozens of others —
journalists, missionaries, politicians.

Her efforts were in vain. The Armen-
ian Genocide of 1915 surpassed her worst
predictions. One and a half million people
were killed; hundreds of thousands sur-
vivors fled in all directions, including the
Caucasus. Some of them continued north
to Russia, only to find the country in the
midst of the bloody Bolshevik revolution.
The refugees couldn’t go back, and could-
n’t go west to Europe because of World
War I; and so they chose an unexpected di-
rection — East, through endless Siberia, all
the way to the Pacific Ocean. As there
were no vessels to take them to America
from the Russian port city of Vladivostok,
they needed to go to Japan.

Due to Diana’s pleas with and guaran-
tees to Japanese officials, Armenian
refugees were provided temporary asy-
lum in Japan. Diana rented houses to shel-
ter the refugees and enrolled their children
in school. She helped with visas and doc-
uments, and became the Japanese repre-
sentative for the American Red Cross of
Vladivostok; she located refugees’ rela-
tives in the United States, and fiercely ne-
gotiated with the steamship companies,

which were booked be-
yond capacity for
months ahead, as so
many vessels had been
reassigned to serve the
war’s ends. Using her
own resources to help
these lost souls, Diana
was acting as a de facto
ambassador of the non-
existent state of Arme-
nia.

In 1918 the Ottoman
Empire lost the war; Russia entered a civil
war. This created a power vacuum in the
Caucasus allowing for a new country to
emerge — the First Republic of Armenia.
After it received international recognition
in 1920, its Prime Minister appointed
Diana as Consul in the Far East. She ac-
cepted, but before Japan could recognize
her new status, the First Republic of Ar-
menia was absorbed by the Soviet Union.

If you would like to know more about this
film please visit: https://dianaapcar.org/

This film screening is part of the pro-
gramme of the 34th edition of the

SUMMER INTENSIVE COURSE of
ARMENIAN LANGUAGE and CULTURE

Venice, 1-17 August 2019

Film Screening, Venice, 9 August 2019
The Stateless Diplomat

By Mimi MALAYAN
DIANA APCAR

An Armenian writer living in Japan becomes
the de facto ambassador of a lost nation

Glendale, CA – Author/Journalist
MARK ARAX will present his newly re-
leased book titled, THE DREAMT
LAND: Chasing Water and Dust Across
California, on WEDNESDAY, JUNE 26,
2019 at 7:30pm at ABRIL BOOKSTORE -
415 E. Broadway, Glendale, CA. Author
will be introduced by James Beard
award-winning author, JESSE KATZ. Ad-
mission is free. For more information, call
(818) 243-4112. 

THE DREAMT LAND is a heartfelt,
beautifully written book about the land
and the people who have worked it--
from gold miners to wheat ranchers to
small fruit farmers and today's Big Ag.
Since the beginning, Californians have
redirected rivers, drilled ever-deeper
wells and built higher dams, pushing the
water supply past its limit. The Dreamt
Land weaves reportage, history and
memoir to confront the "Golden State"
myth in riveting fashion. No other chron-
icler of the West has so deeply delved
into the empires of agriculture that drink
so much of the water. The nation's
biggest farmers--the nut king, grape king
and citrus queen--tell their story here for
the first time.

MARK ARAX is an author and jour-
nalist whose writings on California and
the West have received numerous
awards for literary nonfiction. 

New Mark Arax book
exploring California to
be presented at Abril
Bookstore
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