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Local artist Alexander
Sadoyan to exhibit at
Roslin Art Gallery 

Glendale, CA – Roslin Art Gallery,
one of the longest running art galleries in
Glendale, will exhibit the work of local
artist ALEXANDER SADOYAN at an
upcoming show titled, VERNAL EC-
STASY from MAY 17 - 31, 2019 at 415 E.
Broadway, Glendale, CA. Gallery hours
are from 10:00am to 7:00pm, Monday
through Saturday. Opening reception
will be on Friday, May 17 at 7:00pm. Call
(818) 241-0611 for details. 

ALEXANDER SADOYAN was born
in 1954 in Yerevan, Armenia. He gradu-
ated from Terlemezian Art College of
Fine Arts in 1975 and has since partici-
pated in more than 100 exhibitions

around the world. Today, Sadoyan's
works could be found in private collec-
tions around the Americas, Europe, the
Middle East and Asia. He has been a
member of the Artist’s Union of the Re-
public of Armenia since 1990. He was ac-
cepted as a member of the International
Association of Arts at UNESCO in 1995.
His artworks have been published in var-
ious art journals such as Art World
News, World Art Celebrities Journal
(Berlin), Art Business, ArtScene,
Art&Frame Review, and various Armen-
ian art magazines and catalogues. He
was chosen as artist of the month in the
World Art Celebrities journal in 2003 and
is the recipient of numerous awards in-
cluding the Digital Color award (2008),
Art'Majeur Silver award (2007), and Best
of the Artists (2008). Sadoyan currently
resides in Glendale, California where he
continues to create vigorously.

Glendale, CA – On May 4th, the Ar-
menian American Museum leadership met
with Governor Gavin Newsom’s Legisla-
tive Secretary, Anthony Williams. Initiated
by Senator Anthony J. Portantino, the
meeting convened the Museum Board of
Trustees, architectural team, and Con-
struction Committee members for a pres-
entation on their vision for the Armenian
American cultural and educational center
planned for Glendale. Mr. Williams was
provided a comprehensive overview of the
project, a site visit to its future location, and
a detailed construction timeline.

Senator Portantino kicked off the meet-
ing by expressing his excitement and high-
lighting the State of California’s support
for the Armenian American Museum.

“The State of California is a proud part-
ner of the Armenian American Museum
and this opportunity to share the mu-
seum’s progress with the Governor’s office
is both responsible and exciting. Mr.
Williams witnessed our historic project be-
coming a reality and received a firsthand
look at the positive impact it is going to
have on our community, state, and coun-
try for generations to come,” commented
Senator Portantino.

The State of California has committed
$4 million in grant funding for the Mu-
seum. An initial $1 million grant for the
project was approved as part of the 2016-

2017 State budget followed by an addi-
tional $3 million in the 2017-2018 budget.

Museum Executive Chairman Berdj
Karapetian presented the Museum’s pro-
grams and discussed how the project will
be a space that will help Armenian Ameri-
cans discover their roots and people of di-
verse backgrounds discover cross-cultural
connections.

“It is an honor to present our vision for
the Armenian American Museum to the
Governor’s office,” stated Executive Chair-
man Berdj Karapetian. “We are building a
cultural and educational center that will
enrich our entire community and we are
grateful to Mr. Williams and Governor
Newsom for taking an interest in our vi-
sion and our progress. It means a great
deal to our community to have this type of
involvement and participation from the of-
fice of our State’s Governor.”

The meeting was attended by Museum
Board of Trustees members and represen-
tatives from the Armenian Catholic
Eparchy, Armenian Cultural Foundation,
Armenian Evangelical Union of North
America, Armenian General Benevolent
Union Western District, Armenian Mis-
sionary Association of America, Armenian
Relief Society Western USA, Nor Or Char-
itable Foundation, Nor Serount Cultural
Association, Western Diocese of the Ar-
menian Church of North America, and

Western Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic
Church. Members of the Museum Con-
struction Committee and Alajajian Mar-
coosi Architects were in attendance at the
meeting as well as Councilmember Zareh
Sinanyan representing the City of Glen-
dale.

“I very much appreciated seeing the vi-
sion of the Armenian museum and the ex-
traordinary collaboration that’s behind this
important project first hand. Walking the
future location and hearing directly from
the artists and construction team responsi-
ble for its vision was beyond enlightening.
I am certainly going to share my positive
experience with Governor Newsom,” con-
cluded Legislative Secretary Anthony
Williams.

About the Armenian American Museum
The Armenian American Museum and

Cultural Center of California is a developing
project in Glendale, CA with a mission to pro-
mote understanding and appreciation of Amer-
ica’s ethnic and cultural diversity by sharing
the Armenian American experience. The Mu-

seum will serve as a cultural campus that en-
riches the community, educates the public on
the Armenian American story, and empowers
individuals to embrace cultural diversity and
speak out against prejudice.

The governance of the Museum is en-
trusted to ten Armenian American cultural,
philanthropic, and religious non-profit institu-
tions including the Armenian Catholic
Eparchy, Armenian Cultural Foundation, Ar-
menian Evangelical Union of North America,
Armenian General Benevolent Union Western
District, Armenian Missionary Association of
America, Armenian Relief Society Western
USA, Nor Or Charitable Foundation, Nor
Serount Cultural Association, Western Diocese
of the Armenian Church of North America, and
Western Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic
Church.

Armenian American Museum and Cul-
tural Center of California

111 East Broadway, Suite 207, Glendale,
CA 91205,

Office: (818) 351-3554
www.ArmenianAmericanMuseum.org

ARMENIAN AMERICAN MUSEUM MEETS
WITH GOVERNOR’S OFFICE
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Glendale, CA - On April 26, 2019,
The United Armenian Council of Los
Angeles for the Commemoration of the
Armenian Genocide, (aka UACLA),
hosted a “Round Table Panel Discus-
sion” on the topic of “The Armenian
Genocide” at Kouyoumdjian Hall of the
St. Gregory the Illuminator, Armenian
Catholic Church in Glendale, California.  

The UACLA is a body consisting of
over 40 of the major religious, political,
cultural, benevolent, athletic, compatri-
otic and professional organizations of
the greater Los Angeles Armenian com-
munity,

Entitled “Demands…Restitution…
Justice,” the event attracted more than
200 attendees and featured three promi-
nent experts: Varujan Vosganian, Mem-
ber of Parliament of Romania and
expert in International diplomacy;
Karnig Kerkonian, expert in legal theory
and International Strategic Litigation at-
torney; and Frank Zerunyan, renowned
professor and educator in public policy
and governance at USC.

The event was moderated by Daniel
Ohanian, a University of California, Los
Angeles, Ph.D. candidate for Early and
Modern Ottoman History. The live-
streamed event started with Ms. Rip-
sime Biyazian welcoming everyone on
behalf of UACLA.  She then invited
Most Reverend Mikael Mouradian,
Bishop of the Armenian Catholic
Eparchy.  His Excellency gave his bless-
ings, thanked the event organizers and
the panelists and finally reiterated the
necessity of our demands and justice for
the blood and souls of our victims.

The presentation began with Parlia-
mentarian Vosganian, describing the im-
portance of global efforts toward the
recognition of the Armenian Genocide.
He then transitioned his discussion to
the subject of reparations.  The author of
the internationally acclaimed, “The
Book of Whispers,” Mr. Vosganian made
a distinction between the claims of indi-
viduals and those of communal proper-
ties, such as churches, schools and
cultural centers with a compelling argu-
ment that it is incumbent on the Armen-
ian nation to form a unified, world-wide
body, whose purpose would be the pur-
suit of claims and reparations for the
victims of the Armenian Genocide.  

Building on the theme set by Mr.
Vosganian, the second panelist, Karnig
Kerkonian, who holds a Juris Doctor de-
gree from the University of Chicago,
School of Law and a Post-Doctoral de-

gree in International Law from Cam-
bridge University in England, empha-
sized the need for the Armenian nation
to build a plan upon which the collec-
tive claims of the Armenian people
could be brought.  He provided, as an
example, the path for which the Jewish
nation invoked the idea of the return to
the historical Jewish homeland as well
as the establishment of the State of Israel
in 1948.  He explained that the estab-
lishment of the State of Israel was not
something that happened overnight, but
was thoughtfully conceived through im-
plementation of legal theories that were
decades in the making.  Mr. Kerkonian
showed the audience a slide of the ac-
tual one-page letter from Mr. Balfour to
Mr. Rothschild, which would be known
as the Balfour Declaration, where the
suggestion was proposed and the sup-
port sought for a method of return of the
Jewish people to their homeland.  Mr.
Kerkonian then educated the guests on
the work of attorney and legal theorist,
Theodore Hertzel, who wrote a short
booklet, wherein he set forth his legal
theories that would provide the support
necessary for Jews to return to their
homeland and eventually establish the
State of Israel.  Mr. Kerkonian concluded
by suggesting that the Armenian people
must pursue a similar organized and
carefully considered method of plan-
ning based on law, as Mr. Vosganian had
suggested, wherein the goal would be to
develop the means by which Armenians
could return to their homeland.  

The final panelist, Frank Zerunyan,
Istanbul born USC Professor of Public
Policy, provided an intriguing analysis
of the present-day legal attempts at
restitution and restoration of Armenian
property rights, particularly as they con-
cern the Armenian Churches.  He noted
that the Republic of Turkey continues to
erect hurdles against Armenian control
of Armenian Church rights, by means
such as the delay of the election of a new
Patriarch in Turkey and placing limita-
tions on the education of new seminari-
ans.  He discussed favorably the recent
case of Catholicos Aram I’s reassertion
of jurisdiction of the Catholicate of Sis.
He expressed his belief that if there was
an independent judiciary system in
Turkey, such cases would have a chance
of succeeding.  Professor Zerunyan cited
examples of Turkish courts, having ren-
dered some favorable decisions in recent
years prior to the mass arrests of the ju-
diciary after the failed coup d’état of

President Erdogan.  However, since the
coup attempt, the Turkish judiciary has
been tremendously weakened by the ex-
ecutive branch’s arrest of a great num-
ber of the country’s judiciary.  He
encouraged that such legal proceedings
continue to be instituted and that he ex-
pects that the Armenian people would
see some success in the future since such
religious rights of minorities are pro-
tected even under the Treaty of Lau-
sanne.  

Each panelist emphasized that in
order for the objective of recognition
and reparations for the genocide to be
realized, it is of the utmost importance
that Armenians strive to preserve Ar-
menian identity among each new gen-
eration because this effort is going to
span multiple generations.  The speak-
ers collectively also stressed that these
actions must take place within the
framework of a national plan where the
global Armenian community is united
and steps are taken as a body, instead of
disjointed organizations each having its
own national objectives.  They also de-
scribed the imperative of having trusted
experts who would lead the effort of im-
plementing the plan.

“We are absolutely thrilled that our
community came out in great numbers
and filled Kouyoumdjian Hall beyond
capacity to see this panel of distin-
guished speakers, engage in an ex-
change of views of one of the highest
calibers on the question of justice for the
Armenian Genocide,” said Co-Chair-
man of the UACLA, Mr. Harout
Manoukian.  

The lecture was followed by a 30-
minute Q&A period, where the panelists
addressed and answered the inquiries
raised by the audience.  

Following the question and answer
session, the evening’s guests were
treated to beautiful renditions of such
Armenian anthems and classics as Gili-
gia, Hayastan and Kedashen among
others, performed by the well-known
and popular singer, Tavit Samuelian,
who was accompanied by the talented
keyboardist, Aram Lepedjian. 

“The United Armenian Council will
continue its unwavering commitment to
raising awareness and educating the
world about the Armenian Genocide, by
providing a platform for the most cut-
ting-edge thinkers, on the subject of
restorative justice as consequences of
the Armenian Genocide,” concluded
Peter Haig, treasurer of the UACLA.

United Armenian Council Hosts Round Table Discussion
On Justice for the Armenian Genocide

ARMENIAN ASSEMBLY
OF AMERICA
PROMOTES DANIELLE
SAROYAN ASHBAHIAN
TO COMMUNICATIONS
DIRECTOR

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The Armenian
Assembly of America (Assembly) is pleased to
announce the promotion of Danielle Saroyan
Ashbahian to Communications Director at the
Assembly’s headquarters in Washington, D.C.

“It is a matter of great pride to be able to
promote one of our former interns and current
staff members,” Assembly Executive Director
Bryan Ardouny said. “Danielle’s energy and
enthusiasm coupled with her hard work and
dedication has been fantastic. I am confident
she will do a great job in this new capacity to
further advance the Armenian Assembly’s
mission.”

Hired during the centennial year of the
Armenian Genocide as the Assembly’s Public
Affairs Associate, Danielle has managed the
Communications Department since May
2016, handling all print and digital commu-
nications while also organizing community
events. Ashbahian helped launch the website
www.armenia360.com, a wide-ranging source
of news and information with links to major
institutions and foundations, and the accom-
panying weekly news articles emailed to As-
sembly members and those who subscribe
online.

Danielle is a proud alumna of the Assem-
bly’s Summer Internship Program in Arme-
nia, where she interned for the United Nations
Department of Public Information in 2014.
She also has prior experience at the office of
former U.S. Congresswoman Janice Hahn, the
Public Diplomacy Magazine, the Los Angeles
Consular Corps, and the San Francisco Ethics
Commission.

Ashbahian earned her Master’s Degree in
Public Diplomacy from the University of
Southern California. During her studies, she
focused on the use of culture and technology
to increase awareness of important issues
through diplomacy. Danielle received a Bach-
elor’s Degree from the University of San Fran-
cisco with an International Studies major, a
Global Politics & Societies concentration, and
French Studies, European Studies, and Legal
Studies minors. In addition to her internship
in Armenia, she completed an internship
working with high schools in the Czech Re-
public, studied abroad in France, and con-
ducted research on cultural exchange
programs in Indonesia.

She is active in her local community at St.
Mary Armenian Apostolic Church in Wash-
ington, D.C., and has previously served on St.
Mary's Board of the Armenian Church Youth
Organization of America (ACYOA) and as a
Sunday School Teacher. Hailing from Rancho
Palos Verdes in California, Danielle was part
of St. James Armenian Apostolic Church in
Los Angeles. She also volunteered as a staff
member for many years at the Western Dio-
cese Armenian Church Summer Camp.

Karnig Kerkonian Varujan Vosganian, Daniel Ohanian and Frank Zerunyan
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Turkey greets you with a chilly blue
eye, a flared eyebrow, a cliff-like cheek-
bone. The face of the republic’s founder
glares imperious from almost every office
wall, shopkeeper’s kiosk and airport ter-
minal.

Turkish citizens regard Mustafa Kemal
reverentially: the nation’s first president,
courageous leader of the 1919–1922 war of
independence, deliverer from the great
powers’ imperial cleaver. An impenetrable
cultish mythos envelops him. Even for Is-
tanbul’s young cosmopolitans, any word
against Kemal spurs a visceral
reaction.Recep Erdogan, the current pres-
ident, whose politics are anathema to Ke-
malist ideology, still has to invoke him for
the purposes of propaganda. To an Amer-
ican intelligence officer who met the man
in the fraught summer of 1921, however,
Kemal was a  ‘clever, ugly customer,’ with
the look of ‘a very superior waiter’.

It’s little wonder that an American
would view Kemal in such a way. His na-
tionalist movement was waging a quasi-
guerrilla insurgency against the victors of
the first world war, who sought to carve
up the moribund, defeated Ottoman em-
pire. In the process, Kemal completed
what his predecessors had already begun:
the definitive slaughter and removal of the
empire’s remaining Christian population:

Pontic and Ionian Greeks, Assyrians and,
of course, Armenians.

In their expansive and detailed new
volume The Thirty-Year Genocide the his-
torians Benny Morris and Dror Ze’evi de-
part from well-established accounts of the
Armenian genocide which often consign
earlier and later frenzies of slaying to in-
troductions and conclusions. They roll
three crimes into one. First, the Hamidian
Terror (1894–96) under the sclerotic rule of
Sultan Abdülhamid II. Secondly, the oblit-
eration carried out by the formerly liberal
Committee of Union and Progress (1914–
18). And finally, the Kemalist ‘cleansing’
campaigns during and after the war of in-
dependence (1919–24).

Morris and Ze’evi document each pe-
riod well, if often gruellingly. They include
a distressing but accurate summary:

An Armenian woman from eastern
Anatolia, born in the 1880s, would likely
have seen her parents killed in 1895 and
her husband and son massacred in 1915. If
she survived, she probably would have
been raped and murdered in 1919–1924.
Certainly she would have been deported
in that last genocidal phase.

They are right to draw a link between
all three in the sense that, no matter the
ideological motive, the result was the
same: a complete eradication of ethnic and

religious minorities, leading to a death toll
that approaches two million. But it is the
ideological motives that the authors en-
counter trouble with. To their credit, they
admit that ‘the bouts of atrocity were com-
mitted under three different ideological
umbrellas’. Yet for their thesis to work,
there must be unity of purpose. And
they’ve picked the wrong one.

They find an ‘overarching… banner’ in
Islam, which, they say, ‘played a cardinal
role throughout the process’. Partly, their
misreading is down to relying extensively
on the accounts of Allied officers or west-
ern missionaries quick to attribute bouts
of savagery to ‘fanatical Mo-
hammedanism’. This skips over the fact
that ‘Christians lived in relative security
under Ottoman rule for centuries’. What
changed?

The only theory that could explain all
three fits of carnage is this: a siege mental-
ity. Abdülhamid II, the Committee of
Union and Progress and Mustafa Kemal
(also a CUP member) were all gripped by
a fear of the state’s disfigurement and col-
lapse, and they directed apocalyptic vio-
lence against those they perceived as
traitors or fifth columnists.

Indeed, only this could explain some-
thing Morris and Ze’evi consign to a
desultory footnote: the Turkish republic’s

94-year-long campaign against the Kurds.
They are Muslim, too, by majority, but
from 1925 engaged in rebellions and re-
sistances against the state — and have suf-
fered dearly for it. In a way, paranoia
about partition is the galvanising politics
of the Turkish elite to this day.

The authors also withdraw from a bit-
terly ironic point made by pioneering
writers such as Taner Akçam, Ugur Üngör,
and Hrant Dink, a very confronting and
uncomfortable idea indeed: contrary to the
miraculous or messianic view of Mustafa
Kemal, there would not be a Turkish na-
tion without the destruction of its Chris-
tian peoples. The very foundation of
republican Turkey is an abattoir of mud
and blood.

Would Turkey exist as a nation if it hadn’t annihilated its Christians?
The Thirty-Year Genocide:

Turkey’s Destruction of its Christian Minorities, 1894–1924
Benny Morris and Dror Ze’evi, Harvard, pp.636, £25

LOS ANGELES - Longtime commu-
nity leader Arsen Danielian, Esq., was
honored by The Board of Supervisors of
the County of Los Angeles for his dedi-
cated service on April 30, 2019, during the
city-designated Armenian History Month. 

Kathryn Barger, Supervisor of the Fifth
District, presented the certificate of recog-
nition to Danielian, who was joined on
stage by His Eminence Archbishop Hov-
nan Derderian, Primate of the Western
Diocese of the Armenian Church of Amer-
ica, who nominated him for the honor.
Also joining Danielian was his wife Has-
mik Danielian, Ed.D., Superintendent of
the Norwalk-La Mirada Unified School
District of California and his daughter,
Nyree Kolanjian, Esq.

“Throughout April, it has been an
honor to recognize the accomplishments
and contributions of outstanding Armen-
ian-Americans who live, work, and serve
in Los Angeles County,” said Barger, who
represented The Board of Supervisors, the
governing body of the County of Los An-
geles that oversees a population of more
than 10 million people. “In addition to his
professional work, Arsen is best known
for his work with the faith community,
particularly in the Armenian Apostolic
Church.”

Barger thanked Danielian, his family
and Archbishop Derderian for attending
the ceremony in person to celebrate his
“immense involvement and contributions
to Los Angeles County and the Armenian
community.”

She highlighted the positive impact
Armenians have had in both California
and the nation, making “a real difference
in this country by giving back in ways that
are very much under the radar.”

Danielian said he felt “honored and
humbled” by the recognition bestowed

upon him. He thanked Archbishop
Derderian for nominating him and for his
leadership, as well as to Supervisor Barger
and her colleagues for their tireless work
in Los Angeles County. 

“For the past 45 years as a community
activist, I have engaged in serving this
community and my church purposefully
with humility, courage, and character,”
said Danielian, founding member of the
Glendale-based law firm Baker, Olson,
LeCroy & Danielian. “Today's recognition
by the Board of Supervisors of Los Ange-
les County is a testimony to the impor-
tance of the impact of community
involvement in furthering our democratic
values as well as the Armenian cause.” 

In his remarks, Archbishop Derderian
elaborated on the symbolism of the month
of April for the Armenian people as the
world commemorates the martyrs of the
first genocide of the 20th century, an “un-
punished genocide, which has paved the
way for many other genocides.”

“We have commemorated the saints on
April 24, but the day also has become for
us a day of rebirth,” said Archbishop
Derderian. “On this very special occasion,
we also extend our gratitude to the United

States of America, which received hun-
dreds of thousands of Armenian orphans,
survivors of the genocide, and embraced
them to feel at home.”

Turning to the accomplishments of
Danielian and his efforts towards his sur-
rounding society, Archbishop Derderian
noted his service is “a token of gratitude
to this nation” by “serving institutions that
heighten the well-being of the community
at large and bring hope to the lives of the
members of the greater Los Angeles com-
munity.”

Archbishop Derderian traced the his-
tory of the Western Diocese that was es-
tablished over 100 years ago as a direct
result of the Hamidian massacres of the
Armenians in 1895, that caused many to
flee historic Western Armenia and seek
haven in America.

“Since then, we have flourished and
we have grown to become exemplary citi-
zens of the United States of America,” said
Archbishop Derderian, pointing out that
Los Angeles has the largest Armenian
community outside of Armenia. “We are
connected to our roots, to our ancestral
land of Armenia, but we also feel that we
have the moral duty and responsibility to

serve this freedom-loving country, which
has been a home for our children and for
the many generations to come.” 

Danielian’s service to the Los Angeles
community spans decades, organizations
and cultures. He has served as a member
of the Diocesan Council, as Chairman of
the Ambassadors of Faith of the Western
Diocese and as a generous benefactor of St.
Leon Cathedral in Burbank. He has been
honored with the prestigious St. Nerses
Shnorhali medal and the accompanying
Pontifical Encyclical of His Holiness
Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch and Catholi-
cos of all Armenians in recognition of his
four decades of service rendered to the Ar-
menian Apostolic Church. Earlier this
year, Danielian traveled to the Vatican to
have an audience with His Holiness Pope
Francis, where he personally expressed his
deep gratitude for His Holiness’ stand
with the Armenian people and for the Ar-
menian cause. He also met with His Emi-
nence Pietro Cardinal Parolin, Secretary of
State of the Holy See.

Danielian is also the former Chairman
of the Board of Directors of the Healthcare
Foundation of the Glendale Adventist
Medical Center and the recipient of the
2014 Erwin J. Remboldt Founder’s Award
of the Glendale Adventist Medical Center
for outstanding philanthropy. He has also
served as Vice President of the Board of
Directors of the Glendale Symphony Or-
chestra Association, as a member of the
Board of Directors of the Glendale Rotary
Club, Chairman of the Glendale Schools
2000 Action Planning Team for Develop-
ing Pride & Confidence in the Glendale
Unified School District (1992-1993), and as
a member of the Arroyo-Verdugo Sub-Re-
gion Advisory Council, Southern Califor-
nia Association of Governments
(1993-1994).

Community Leader Arsen Danielian, Esq. Honored by LA County
By TALEEN BABAYAN
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Glendale, CA—The joyous atmos-
phere at the Phoenicia Banquet Hall on
Sunday evening, April 28, 2019  felt  like
a family reunion within a Celebratory
Banquet. The evening was planned by
the Merdinian School Women’s Auxil-
iary, and Co-Chaired by Ani Hanessian
and Louisa Janbazian. 

Louisa Janbazian welcomed the full
house by quoting former AMAA Vice
President, Peter Kougasian, Esq at the
30th Annual  Merdinian banquet, “Why
Merdinian?  What is the purpose of a
Christian, Armenian education in this in-
creasingly secular world....? Without the
kind of education children receive at
Merdinian School, how will our children
come to see, that Christian faith is not
just tradition, or superstition, or ethics,
…but rather that Christian faith is so im-
portant, that for its sake, their Armenian
forbears went to their death. We are here
today, because we want a School where
young minds are at least exposed to the
idea that right and wrong really are sa-
cred commandments…“

Master of Ceremonies, The Honor-
able Alice Altoon, created a warm and in-
formative atmosphere as she moved the
program along; also sharing the family
connections she has with her first cousin,
honoree Dr. Daniel Abdulian.

After the singing of the American and
Armenian National Anthems by soloists
Arpy Aintablian and Raffi Kerbabian, the
opening prayer was given by Rev. Hen-
drik Shanazarian, Associate Pastor of the
United Armenian Congregational
Church of Los Angeles. Dr. Nazareth
Darakjian, AMAA Board President, con-
gratulated the honorees for their many
years of dedication to the Merdinian
School and AMAA—both having served
for years on the AMAA Board.

A full table of Abdulian/Atikian
cousins, which included the honoree’s

children, Dr. John, Richard, and daugh-
ter Diana, were all present to honor their
Uncle Daniel and Juliette. Everyone en-
joyed greeting the many relatives and
friends present, making an evening full
of warm exchanges. Juliette’s daughter,
Tamara Jabour, of Nashville, Tennessee,
was pleased to be at the event. Mr. Aram
Boulgourjian, first Principal of Merdin-
ian, as well as many teachers and parents
were in attendance.

The booklet message from Dr. John
and Linda Kay Abdulian and family is
worthy of quoting. “In love and honor of
Dr. Daniel and Juliette Abdulian for their
long devotion and stewardship to Chris-
tian education and the Merdinian School.
They have freely scattered their gifts to
the poor; their righteousness endures for-
ever.”  

Dedicated Principal, Lina Arslanian
congratulated the honorees for their
years of devotion to the School. She also
shared a poignant account of her appre-
ciation of Dr. Daniel as her personal
physician. 

Five year old Zoey Atachian, Merdin-
ian Preschool student, brought down the
house as she sang the Armenian song
Menk Chenk Tzeker Sourp Kirkeh (We
don’t leave the Bible) accompanied by
her grandmother, Esther Assilian. Enjoy-
ing the limelight, she continued im-
promptu reciting a Bible verse she had
learned in school. Vahe Snapyan, a dig-
nified 8th grade student gave an elo-
quent, emotional recitation of Zarmanali
Hye (Amazing Armenian) by Poet
Gevorg Emin. Soloists, Soprano Arpy
Aintablian and Tenor Raffi Kerbabian,
presented a meaningful musical program
of Armenian songs, the last of which was
Dr. Daniel’s favorite, “How Great
Though Art.”

Mrs. Elizabeth Agbabian introduced
the honorees, depicting how experiences

in their youth formed their life’s actions
of dedication and service.  She gave an
interesting history of the honorees’ fam-
ily lives in Kessab and Aleppo. She
shared her personal and family friend-
ship with both, presenting their life-long
love and commitment to the C&E Mer-
dinian Armenian Evangelical School and
the AMAA. She also shared how the
brothers, Drs. Daniel, Jack, and Misak
were a trio of healing hands in the com-
munity. 

Merdinian Board of Directors Chair-
man, Dr. Vahe Nalbandian, presented the
honorees with a gift and Lifetime
Achievement Award—thanking them for
their years of generousity, dedication,
and service to the School. The honorees
graciously accepted the honor bestowed
upon them—Dr. Daniel in his usual dig-
nified manner. Juliette expressed her ap-
preciation by personally thanking
everyone involved with the planning
and execution of the evening. It was evi-
dent how much the evening meant to
both of them. Well Done Good and Faith-
ful Servants. 

Women’s Auxiliary Co-Chairs Ani
Hanessian and Louisa Janbazian pre-
sented a $20,000 check to Dr. Nalbandian
as the Auxiliary’s contribution to the
School for scholarships and operations.

Dr. Nalbandian introduced Mrs.
Azniv Ghazanian, a long-time parent of
three Merdinian students—who will
miss the school, now that her children

have moved on. She lovingly spoke of
her years with the PTO (Parent-Teacher
Organization) and the life-long friend-
ships forged. She shared how the Mer-
dinian outstanding education within a
Christian environment was of foremost
importance to her and her family. Per-
haps grandchildren will bring her back.  

The “Kessab” element was very ap-
parent. Rev. Serop Megerditchian, Senior
Pastor of Armenian Cilicia Evangelical
Church of Pasadena, shared how he is a
cousin with the late Anush Abdulian. His
closing comments and prayer came with
a comment directed to Dr. Daniel in their
own beloved Kessab dialect.

The devotion to Merdinian, not only
by our honorees Dr. Daniel and Juliette
Abdulian, but by the entire community,
keeps the legacy of the School’s founders
Charlotte and Elise Merdinian vital.
These two sisters planted the seed for
countless children to reap the benefits of
their benevolence—and pass it forward.

Established in 1982, Merdinian is the
only Armenian Evangelical School in the
United States. The School offers a broad-
based curriculum that fosters academic
excellence, high moral values, and spiri-
tual enrichment in the Armenian Evan-
gelical tradition. The School strives to
create a safe and nurturing environment
where every student receives personal at-
tention to become a successful and re-
sponsible individual.



Dr. Daniel and Juliette Abdulian Honored at
Merdinian 37th Annual Banquet
By Joyce Abdulian

Imagine you walk into the University
of Southern California at 10:00 am on Sat-
urday, May 18. Parking is easy. You grab
a (free) cup of coffee from Serj Tankian's
Kavat Coffee or Henry's House of Coffee
from the DIALECTS OF COFFEE station.

Maybe you stop and record with
Liana Aghajanian your memories of cof-
fee, family, immigration. Then you head
inside to Bovard Auditorium and listen
to 6 different scholars talk about con-
necting to identity and memory in old
Armenian towns and routes throughout
Turkey.

Around noon you decide it's time for
some jingyalov hats, kabob tacos or some
other innovative mix of familiar food
from Z's. You grab a bite while you listen
to Garabala (from Beirut), the Nur Qanon
Ensemble (from Yerevan) or Richard
Hagopian (from Fresno) on the day-long
music stage.

You walk back into Bovard just in
time for SOUND STORIES – a surprise
collaboration between the Institute and
Element Band – presenting the stories we
don’t know about the music we love.

Now you're ready for an afternoon of
talks on HOW TO BUILD A COUNTRY,

POST-REVOLUTION -- by ministers and
deputy ministers from the Government
of Armenia.

It’s been a really stimulating day and
you could use a glass of beer, so you head
outside and sample (free) craft Armenian
beer and walk around the booths where
organizations from Armenia can work
with you to figure out how you can con-
nect. INNOVATE ARMENIA is at the in-
tersection of innovation and

engagement. Come play your part.
Easy parking at 
3499 S. Figueroa Street,
Los Angeles, CA 90089
(Follow signs to INNOVATE ARME-

NIA from the parking lot)
Reservations not required
Program is free and open to the pub-

lic
Established in 2005, the USC Institute

of Armenian Studies supports multidiscipli-

nary scholarship to re-define, explore and
study the complex issues that make up the
contemporary Armenian experience – from
post-Genocide to the developing Republic of
Armenia to the evolving Diaspora. The Insti-
tute encourages research, publications and
public service, and promotes links among the
global academic and Armenian communities.

For information:
213 821 3943

USC Dornsife Institute of Armenian Studies
May 18 - What you can expect at USC Innovate Armenia
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