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Porter Ranch resident Stella Maloyan
came to the northwest San Fernando Val-
ley about four decades ago, after fleeing
Iran where a revolution was brewing, at
the age of 15.

Her parents had sent her to the
United States on her own. She had been
born in Seattle, Washington, where her
parents were studying, but they then
moved back to Iran.

“It was a very scary time in my life,”
she said. Her parents eventually joined
her in the U.S. Starting over, they put
down roots in the 12th District, which
has been their home ever since.

Maloyan said her father instilled in
her an appreciation for engaging politi-
cally. That was what brought her to
LAANE, an organization that advances
progressive policies in Los Angeles. The
group is behind campaigns that have
raised the city’s minimum wage to $15
and created a program to reduce pollut-
ing emissions from trucks at the port.

With LAANE, she has “been able …
to pass comprehensive campaigns that
has lifted hundreds of thousands of
workers out of poverty,” she said.

Maloyan said she was an executive of
LAANE for 17 years, helping shape it to
what it is today. She built up its private
fundraising program, created an intern-
ship program that has cultivated future
minorities and women employees, and
organized a gathering of women to dis-
cuss their issues that has been taking
place for at least 15 years.

Maloyan said that because of her
background, she is a candidate who
knows how to get major initiatives
through, “because I know City Hall, even
though I am an outsider.”

Among the issues highest on Mal-
oyan’s priority list is the Aliso Canyon
gas storage facility.

The months-long gas leak that oc-
curred there that began in October 2015
was a “tragic” event that disrupted many
people’s lives, she said. Maloyan’s fam-
ily was among those who were displaced
for six months, and she believes some

members of her family
developed health prob-
lems because of the
leak.

“The fact of the
matter is that we still
don’t feel safe,” she
said. “There is no way
we can keep Aliso
Canyon open. We have
to shut it down. It’s not
negotiable.”

Addressing home-
lessness through hous-
ing or shelter options,
and a lack of affordable

housing are also on her list of things to
do if elected. She said she supports the
Measure EE parcel tax, and does not be-
lieve in reducing the retirement benefits
that the city had already agreed to with
employees.

Also important to Maloyan is the
need to bring more diverse representa-
tion to the Los Angeles City Council,
which has two female members out of a
total of 15 members, she said. She added
that she is a middle eastern American
and immigrant, which would also make
her being elected a “historic” feat.

Her focus on gender equity also ex-
tends to her vow to stop “secret settle-
ments, in particular, to sexual
harassment lawsuits,” which she said
demonstrates why it is important to have
more women on the City Council.

She is running because she felt “the
time has come to take this leap to push
boundaries and to hold City Council ac-
countable in many ways, and again to
add to the gender equity,” she said.

May 20, 2019, “Los Angeles Daily News”

LA City Council Election: Stella Maloyan
considers herself an 'outsider' who can get
things done at City Hall

SARDARAPAT, MAY 28, ARMEN-
PRESS. President Armen Sarkissian,
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan,
Catholicos Garegin II, government offi-
cials, foreign diplomats and lawmakers
and numerous other visitors today hon-
ored the 101st anniversary of the First Ar-
menian Republic in a ceremony at the
Sardarapat Memorial.

The officials laid a wreath in tribute
to the memory of the fallen heroes of the
Sardarapat Battle. The Catholicos then
delivered a prayer.

Then the president and the prime
minister, accompanied by other officials,
participated in the inauguration of a me-
morial to Aram Manukyan, the states-
man and founder of the First Armenian
Republic. The monument was opened in
honor of Manukyan’s 140th anniversary
of birth.

-  Armenia and Armenians around
the globe celebrated the anniversary of
establishment of the First Republic of Ar-
menia and the historic victory in the Bat-
tle of Sardarapat. May 28 is celebrated as
Republic Day in the Armenian calendar.

On May 28, 1918 the Armenian peo-

ple restored their independence, which
was lost nearly 9 centuries earlier, with
the triumphant victories in the fierce bat-
tles of Karakilisa, Bash Abaran and Sar-
darapat.

The Battle of Sardarapat shaped the
destiny of Armenia. The entire people,
who survived the genocide, joined forces
and entire families, including women,
children and elderly, were fighting along-
side soldiers.

With this victory, Armenian troops
were able to stop the Turkish invasion to
Transcaucasia and saved Armenia from
total destruction.

On May 28, after the collapse of the
Transcaucasian Democratic Federative
Republic in Tbilisi, the Armenian Na-
tional Council declared the Republic of
Armenia.

The first Prime Minister of the First
Armenian Republic was Hovhannes Ka-
jaznuni, and the last – Simon Vratsyan.

The short-lived First Republic of Ar-
menia was subsequently invaded by the
Red Army in 1920 and later the country
became part of the USSR.



Armenia, Diaspora around the globe celebrate
Republic Day

ON JUNE 4, 2019 VOTE FOR JACK KAYAJIAN

For Los Angeles City Council

Representing District #12

You are in District 12
if you live in the following cities or zip codes:

West Hills, Chatsworth, Porter Ranch, Northridge, Sherwood
Forest, Granada Hills, portions of North Hills & Reseda

91344, 91325, 91326, 91307, 91311 & portions of 91343

www.jackforcouncil.com
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ALTADENA, CA – On Friday, May
24, 2019, the Tekeyan Cultural Associa-
tion (TCA) Metro Los Angeles Chapter
was pleased to host a community-wide
meet and greet with Congresswoman
Judy Chu (D-CA-27), a five-term Member
of the U.S. House of Representatives
whose district encompasses a wide
stretch of southern California’s San
Gabriel Valley, and includes sizable Ar-
menian-populated cities such as Al-
tadena, Arcadia, Monrovia, Pasadena,
South Pasadena, and Sierra Madre,
among others.  Congresswoman Chu
serves on the powerful House Ways and Means Commit-
tee and on the House Small Business Committee, in addi-
tion to chairing the Congressional Asian Pacific American
Caucus, which advocates for the needs and concerns of the
Asian American and Pacific Islander communities
throughout the United States.

Held at the TCA Beshgueturian Center in Altadena
and jointly organized by the Armenian Assembly of Amer-
ica (Assembly) and the TCA Metro LA Chapter, the meet-
ing commenced with a warm welcome by TCA Metro LA
Chapter Chairman Carl Bardakian, who acknowledged
Rep. Chu as the first Chinese American woman elected to
Congress.  During his welcome statement, Bardakian shed
light on the first Armenian American elected to Congress,
namely the late Steven Derounian, who was elected in
1952 and served constituents residing on New York’s Long
Island for six terms.  Notably, due to his valor overseas
during the second World War, U.S. Army Captain Steven
Derounian was awarded the Purple Heart and the Bronze
Star with oak leaf.  Bardakian introduced Mr. Mihran
Toumajan, the Assembly’s Western Region Director, who
thanked over two dozen leaders of Armenian American
community organizations for attending, and saluted Rep.
Chu for her steadfast support on issues of concern to her
Armenian American constituents.  Toumajan introduced
former California State Assemblymember and founder
and CEO of California Consulting, Inc., Mr. Steve
Samuelian, who praised Congresswoman Chu not only for
her stellar record on Armenian issues in Congress, but also
during her service as a Member of the California State As-
sembly (2001-2006) and the California State Board of
Equalization (2007-2009).  Mr. Samuelian requested that
meeting participants briefly introduce themselves and
their respective organizations prior to inviting Rep. Chu
to deliver her prepared remarks.

Congresswoman Chu conveyed how honored she was
to reconnect with long-time friends as well as new leaders
of the Armenian American community. She highlighted
her solid record in favor of official Congressional recogni-
tion of the Armenian Genocide and emphasized her orig-
inal co-sponsorship of House Resolution 296 (H.Res.296),
introduced by Rep. Adam Schiff (D-CA-28) in April 2019,
which affirms the United States’ record on the Armenian
Genocide.  H.Res.296 currently has 99 bipartisan co-spon-
sors.  Further, Rep. Chu shed light on her support for ro-
bust FY2020 U.S. assistance to the Republics Armenia and
Artsakh, including $70 million in economic development,
democracy strengthening, and military aid to Armenia, in
addition to $20 million for Armenia’s exemplary role as a
regional safe haven for over 25,000 refugees from Syria,
and $10 million to Artsakh for de-mining purposes and
health rehabilitation services, as well as for pro-peace
mechanisms delineated in the Royce-Engel initiative of the
previous 115th Congress.  Moreover, Congresswoman Chu
stressed her support for the Artsakh Travel and Commu-
nication Resolution (H.Res.190), which encourages unfet-
tered transportation, communication, meetings, and other

direct contacts between officials of Artsakh and their coun-
terparts at all levels of government in the United States, in
addition to the direct participation of the Artsakh govern-
ment with respect to its security and status during negoti-
ations within OSCE and other institutional frameworks.
Finally, in partnership with her colleague Rep. Brad Sher-
man (D-CA-30), Rep. Chu vowed to continue the fight to
realize a U.S.-Armenia bilateral treaty to eliminate double
taxation for Americans conducting business in Armenia
and vice versa.

During a brief question and answer session, and bear-
ing in mind Armenia’s recent democratic transformation,
as well as free, fair and transparent December 2018 Parlia-
mentary elections, participants encouraged – and Rep.
Chu accepted – the idea of a Congressional Armenian Cau-
cus-led visit to Armenia and Artsakh should the opportu-
nity avail in 2019.  Specifically, attendees shed light on
multiple international conferences taking place in Armenia
in October 2019, including the World Congress on Infor-
mation Technology (wcit2019.org), the first Aurora Forum
(auroraforum.com), and the inaugural “Forest Summit:
Global Action and Armenia” jointly organized by the Ar-
menia Tree Project and the American University of Arme-
nia’s Acopian Center for the Environment
(armeniatree.org/en/ forestsummit).  

An important topic of discussion with Rep. Chu cen-
tered on Azerbaijani authorities’ penchant for intolerant
behavior towards Armenians, with the Aliyev regime’s
most recent manifestation of bigotry meted upon profes-
sional footballer of Armenian descent, Henrikh Mkhi-
taryan, who plays for the Arsenal Football Club in the
English Premier League. Mkhitaryan’s Arsenal squad
faces the Chelsea Football Club on the 29th of May during
the UEFA Cup / Europa League final match held in Baku,
Azerbaijan.  Moreover, community leaders expressed their
outrage about the racist behavior of Azerbaijan’s authori-
ties not only with respect to Mkhitaryan, but also towards
dozens of British Armenian soccer fans of both teams,
who, due to their “ian” or “yan” ending surnames, will
not be allowed to enter Azerbaijan to view the UEFA Cup

final.  Finally, meeting participants re-
minded Rep. Chu that the government of
Azerbaijan’s policy of blacklisting indi-
viduals also extends to non-Armenians
who have visited Artsakh, including to
Congressional colleagues like former
Rep. David Valadao (R-CA-21), and cur-
rent Representatives Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-
NJ-6) and Tulsi Gabbard (D-HI-2), who
traveled to the Republic of Artsakh in
2017 for fact-finding purposes.

Upon the conclusion of the meeting,
Rep. Chu presented Certificates of Con-
gressional Recognition respectively to the

Tekeyan Cultural Association Metro Los Angeles Chapter
and to the Armenian Assembly of America.  In turn, the
Assembly’s Mihran Toumajan presented Rep. Chu with
Dr. Hagop Martin Deranian’s seminal book titled Presi-
dent Calvin Coolidge and the Armenian Orphan Rug, con-
veyed the assembled community leaders’ gratitude to the
Congresswoman for gracing the gathering with her atten-
dance and passionate overview of her record on pro-Ar-
menian issues, and thanked attendees for their active
participation.

Community leaders in attendance for the meet and
greet with Rep. Chu included: The Honorable Judge Ar-
menuhi A. Ashvanian, Los Angeles County Superior
Court.  Judge Ashvanian is the first appointed American
judge to hail from the Republic of Armenia. For this com-
munity-wide gathering, Judge Ashvanian represented the
Armenian Bar Association. Roy Boulghourjian, Pasadena
Unified School District Board Member (District 2). Steve
Samuelian, former California State Assemblymember,
founder and CEO of California Consulting, Inc. Victoria
Dochoghlian, Field Representative of California State As-
semblymember Laura Friedman (D-43). Representing the
American Armenian Rose Float Association:  Fundraising
/ Corporate Sponsor Committee Director Arthur Kokoz-
ian. Representing the Armenian Assembly of America:
Southern California Regional Council members Margaret
Mgrublian and Helen Haig, and Western Region Director
Mihran Toumajan. Representing the Armenian Bar Asso-
ciation:  The Hon. Judge Armenuhi A. Ashvanian, Chair-
man of ArmenBar’s Pro Bono Committee Mesrop
Khoudagoulian, Esq., and Armen Mikayelyan, Esq. Rep-
resenting the Armenian General Benevolent Union:  West-
ern District Office Manager and Chapter Operations &
Community Outreach Manager, Hrant Vartzbedian. Rep-
resenting the Armenian International Women’s Associa-
tion:  AIWA-Los Angeles President Nicole Nishanian.
Representing the Armenian Missionary Association of
America:  Former Executive Director and West Coast Di-
rector Levon Filian, and Class of 2020 Board of Directors
member Vahe Nalbandian, Ph.D. Representing the Arme-
nia Tree Project:  West Coast Operations Manager Sarah
Hayes, and West Coast Community Outreach Manager
Anahit Gharibyan. Representing the Common Path for Ar-
menian Leadership PAC:  Mr. John (J.P.) Perron. Repre-
senting the Ghevont Lodge of the Knights of Vartan:
Sbarabed Dennis Takessian.   Representing Nerouj, a youth
mentorship platform developed by the Western Diocese of
the Armenian Church:  Delilah Shahbazian and Meg Chak-
erian. Representing the Sahag-Mesrob Armenian Christian
School of Altadena, CA:  Principal Maral Aroyan-Boyad-
jian. Representing the Social Democratic Hunchakian
Party of the Western USA:  Mehran Khatchadorian. Rep-
resenting the Southern California Armenian Democrats:
President Araz Parseghian. Representing the Tekeyan Cul-
tural Association:  TCA Metro Los Angeles Chapter Chair-
man Carl Bardakian, and TCA Pasadena-Glendale Chapter
Vice-Chairman Kevork Keushkerian.

TCA Metro Los Angeles Chapter Hosts Community-Wide Meeting with Congresswoman Judy Chu

TCA Metro LA Chapter Chairman Carl Bardakian, Con-
gresswoman Judy Chu, Pasadena-Glendale Chapter Vice-

Chairman Kevork Keushkerian.

On Tuesday, April 30, 2019, Council-
men Paul Krekorian led the Los Angeles
City Council presentation to commemo-
rate the 104th anniversary of the Armen-
ian Genocide in the City of Los Angeles.
This year's event honored cultural leaders
in the Armenian American community
who have been dedicated to preserving
Armenian culture through the arts and

music. The honorees included Element
Band, Lark Musical Society, Tekeyan Cul-
tural Association and Hamazkayin Ar-
menian Educational and Cultural Society.
The Tekeyan Cultural Association was
represented by Shahnour Hovsepian,
treasurer of the Tekeyan Cultural Associ-
ation’s Metro Los Angeles chapter. 



Armenian Cultural Leaders Honored by
Los Angeles City Councilmen Krekorian

Councilmen Paul Krekorian (left) of the Los Angeles City Council and Shahnour Hovsepian
(right), treasurer of the Tekeyan Cultural Association’s Metro Los Angeles chapter, accepting

proclamation. 
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The Society for Armenian Studies
(SAS) is marking the 45th anniversary of
its founding by holding a two-day Inter-
national Conference in honor of Khachig
Tölölyan at the University of California,
Los Angeles (UCLA) on October 12-13,
2019. The SAS was established in 1974 by
a group of scholars including Richard Ho-
vannisian, Robert Thomson, Nina Gar-
soian, Dickran Kouymjian, and Avedis
Sanjian.

Entitled: “Diaspora and ‘Stateless
Power’: Social Discipline and Identity
Formation Across the Armenian Diaspora
during the Long Twentieth Century,” the
conference is co-sponsored by the
Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation, the
Richard Hovannisian Endowed Chair in
Modern Armenian History (UCLA), the
Narekatsi Chair in Armenian Studies
(UCLA), the Meghrouni Family Presiden-
tial Chair (University of California,
Irvine), the Institute of Armenian Studies
(University of Southern California), the

Armenian Studies Program (California
State University, Fresno), the Armenian
Studies Program (California State Univer-
sity, Northridge), and the National Asso-
ciation for Armenian Studies and
Research (NAASR). 

Tölölyan is one of the founders of the
field of diaspora studies and the founding
editor of the prestigious journal Diaspora:
A Journal of Transnational Studies. Ini-
tially published by Oxford University
Press Diaspora is currently published by
the University of Toronto Press. Tölölyan
established the basis of Armenian Dias-
pora Studies and played a leading role in
examining the Armenian Diaspora from a
theoretical perspective. He has influenced
a whole generation of scholars who re-
search and write on the Armenian Dias-
pora from multidisciplinary perspectives.
Tölölyan is currently Professor of English
and Comparative Literature at Wesleyan
University 

Over the last few decades, scholarship

on transnational social formations known
as diasporas and their complex workings
of power have proliferated across western
academia in part due to the pioneering
work of Tölölyan. Dedicated to Tölölyan’s
continued influence in the field of diaspo-
ran studies, this Conference focuses on
the exercise of what he has called “state-
less power,” and indeed of “governmen-
tality,” in the formation of the Armenian
diaspora during the long twentieth cen-
tury.

“We are excited about this confer-
ence,” commented Prof. Bedross Der
Matossian, President of the Society for Ar-
menian Studies and Associate Professor of
History at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln. “This will be a unique occasion
not only to honor one of the greatest Ar-
menian scholars but also to bring together
scholars from diverse fields to present
their latest research on the complexity of
the Armenian Diaspora.”

The Society of Armenian Studies is an

international body, composed of scholars
and students, whose aims are to promote
the study of Armenian culture and soci-
ety, including history, language, literature,
and social, political, and economic ques-
tions; to facilitate the exchange of schol-
arly information pertaining to Armenian
studies around the world; and to sponsor
panels and conferences on Armenian
studies.

For membership information or more
information on the Society for Armenian
Studies, please visit the SAS website at so-
cietyforarmenianstudies.com.

Society for Armenian Studies to Mark its 45th Anniversary with an International
Conference on the Armenian Diaspora at UCLA in Honor of Khachig Tölölyan

What makes someone Armenian? It's a
complicated question for many Armenian
Americans living in Los Angeles, whose her-
itage was endangered and scattered by the
1915 Armenian Genocide. But a century
later, younger Armenians are working to
connect with their cultural identities in new
ways.

Thousands of scholars, policy experts
and Armenian Americans from the L.A. area
unpacked the many global issues shaping
their identity on a recent Saturday at USC,
at the fourth "Innovate Armenia" festival
and conference, hosted by the university's
Institute of Armenian Studies.

The Armenian nation is physically scat-
tered but many feel a deep emotional con-
nection to it. Just 3 million Armenians live in Armenia.
Another 8 million live elsewhere around the world.
Southern California has the largest Armenian population
outside of Armenia or Moscow, but it's difficult to know
just how large it is.

The 2000 census counted about 150,000 Armenians in
Los Angeles County, but USC's Institute of Armenian
Studies estimates there are somewhere between 500,000
and 1 million Armenians in Southern California. Some
were displaced by the genocide. Others settled in L.A.
after events like World War II, the 1979 Iranian Revolu-
tion, and the Lebanese Civil War in the 1970s and '80s.

"Los Angeles is such a unique Armenian diasporic
community because of how many layers there are," said
Shushan Karepetian, deputy director of the Institute for
Armenian Studies. "You have Armenians from Armenia.
You have Armenians from the Middle East, from South
America, from Turkey."

Inside USC's Bovard Auditorium, many panel dis-
cussions focused on the past, exploring topics like ge-
nealogy and the importance of memory. But others
looked to the future, like education and security policy
in the Republic of Armenia, where one year ago, a peace-
ful revolution brought down former Prime Minister
Serzh Sargsyan.

"Both Armenia and the diaspora are in the process of
redefining what it means to be Armenian," Karepetian
said. "And I think what we're trying to do at the institute
and with this event is to release the boundaries. That
being Armenian isn't a checklist of four or five items. That
you can invest in your own sense of Armenian-ness.
Everyone is open and free to contribute to that notion."

Salpi Ghazarian runs the Institute for Armenian Stud-
ies.

"The first generation is one who absolutely believes
that their own personal identity is one thing and the iden

laist.comtity of this new place they've come to is this
other thing," Ghazarian said. "And it's a binary, and they
have to choose, their children have to choose. I think by
the second and third generation, we realize that that's not
so."

That shift was on display in the USC courtyard,
where Armenian folk musicians, the Element Band, kept
an intergenerational crowd entertained. Chessmasters
challenged children to games on life-size boards. Baris-
tas poured free samples of unfiltered Armenian coffee.
Well-known brewer Charlie Papazian, who is Armenian
American and authored "The Complete Joy of Home-
brewing," gave a talk about Armenian beer culture.

"The generations before us, with the whole Armenian
genocide, they felt very oppressed by the Turkish gov-
ernment, so they couldn't really practice their Armenian
identity," said Sev Kazarian, 25, of Pasadena. "So I think
we're lucky here to have that freedom, to come to these
types of events, to show our art, our culture, our politics,
and be able to have a connection to our
motherland,which is so many miles away."

The concept of cultural preservation is deeply in-
grained in many young Armenian Americans by their
families and schools. 17-year-old Johnny Kamakian is a
senior at a private Armenian school in Canoga Park
where he studies the Armenian language.

"A lot of the old guard will say you have to be able to
speak Armenian, read Armenian, you have to know
everything precisely, to be Armenian," said Kanakian, in
between bites of a kebab burrito. "Especially in a country
like here, that's hard to maintain because there's so many
different ideals."

Hrag Karakashian was born in Boston, grew up in
Lebanon, and now lives in Germany. His band Garabala,
known for modernizing traditional Armenian songs,
played the outdoor stage at "Innovate Armenia."

"I think if you ask 100 people, 'what is
the Armenian identity?' you'll get 100 an-
swers, maybe 200 even," Karakashian said.
"It's a tough question, but we have a sad his-
tory. Being related to that history genetically
gives you somehow this common memory
that you share with others."

It's a question Hasmik Baghdasaryan has
been grappling with. She was born in Ar-
menia, but moved to the U.S. at age 12.

"I never really had to question my iden-
tity until that point," Bagdasaryan said.
"When I went back to Armenia at 19, I was
referred to as 'the diasporan.' That was a
weird experience for me because because I
always thought of myself as an Armenian.
So I've been trying to define for myself what

that means for me. I don't think I have come to a conclu-
sion yet."

Michael Abassian, 23, said he's frequently reevaluat-
ing what it means to be Armenian.

"It's never like a fixed thing,"Abassian said. "De-
pending on what age I am and where I'm living, the nar-
rative for me of identity, of who I am as an Armenian
American kind of shifts."

Abassian's parents are from Yerevan, Armenia, but he
was born and raised in Glendale. He said Armenian
dance has connected him to his Armenian heritage. The
activity taught him communication and confidence, as
well as culture. He was part of an Armenian dance group
at UCLA.

For Vic Chouchanian, beer is part of the connection
to Armenia. The president and head beermaker at San
Fernando Brewing Company brewed a special pome-
granate-flavored beer for the USC event, an homage to
the popular fruit that's one of the most recognizable sym-
bols of the country.

"Obviously the first generation to come over are very
Armenian-centric," said 39-year-old Chouchanian. "This
is the way it is, this is the language, old world ideas. I was
first generation born here, so I was really into technology,
American culture. I watched Sesame Street growing up,
and things like that."

Chouchanian wants his infant son to learn the Ar-
menian language, and hopes he'll strike a balance be-
tween connections with both past and future ties to his
Armenian heritage.

"And that's kind of at the top of my list, is to make
sure he gets a lot of what my parents gave me,the food,
the ideas. But also letting him get in the modern era of
Instagram and iPhones," he said.

laist.com

What Does It Mean To Be Armenian?
Among LA's Diaspora, An Ongoing Search For Identity

By AARON SCHRANK

Visitors to the "Innovate Armenia" festival dance along with the Richard Hagopian Family
Quartet. (Aaron Schrank/KPCC)
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May 22, 2019 marks the 95th anniversary of the co-founder
of Aznavour Foundation, legendary artist Charles Aznavour.
In the eve of the great artist’s birthday, different events are
being organized around the world throughout the year.

Within the framework of these celebrations, on 21 May 2019
the Paris Municipality, in cooperation with the Aznavour Foun-
dation, organized two remarkable events in the French capital.

Opening of the memorial plaque
On the morning of May 21st a memorial plaque was inau-

gurated at the first Paris appartment building of the Aznavour
family. The memorial plaque was placed at the 6th district of
Paris, 36 rue Monsieur-le-Prince, where the Aznavouryans orig-
inally settled and where Charles Aznavour spent his childhood. 

At the beginning of the ceremony Nicolas Aznavour, the co-
founder of the Aznavour Foundation and the youngest son of
the illustrious artist greeted all the guests. He thanked Mrs.
Anne Hidalgo and the city of Paris for their support on the be-

half of Aznavour family.
The event was attended by the large number of guests in-

cluding city authorities, prominent figures and members of the
Aznavour family.

Concert on the forecourt of Paris City Hall
The celebration continued with an evening concert dedi-

cated to Charle’s Aznavour Birthday on the forecourt of Paris
City Hall.

The concert featured Joana Mendil, Essaï Altounian, Eric
Berchot and other musicians.

The Aznavour Foundation was established by Charles Az-
navour and his son Nicolas Aznavour. The goal of the Founda-
tion is to implement development programs in the fileds of
culture, education, and social welfare. One of the most impor-
tant objectives of the Foundation’s mission is to preserve and
perpetuate the immense cultural and humanitarian legacy of
Charles Aznavour.

Charles Aznavour memorial plaque
inaugurated at first Paris apartment building of Aznavour family

We hear from the team behind DasA, a
new project aimed at promoting classical
music among students in Armenian schools.

DasA is a large-scale project aimed at
the cultural education of a whole gener-
ation, a project that has an important role
in the process of forming a progressive
and educated society. DasA promotes
long-term cultural and spiritual values
and establishes the balance between
modern and historical standards. DasA
aims to become the start of a new, high
quality and educated society.

The founder, principal conductor and
artistic director of the Armenian State
Symphony Orchestra, Sergey Smabtyan,
who is also the initiator of the project to-
gether with the Minister of Education
and Science of the Republic of Armenia,
Arayik Harutyunyan, with the orches-
tra’s musicians visits schools and holds
meetings on the subject of classical
music, after which the students attend
concerts.

Launched in November, 2018 DasA
has covered all 35 state high schools of
Yerevan. More than 13,500 students have
participated in 17 concerts and it has re-
ceived a great response, with more than
80 media publications being made about
the project and more than 2,000 students
returning to the concert hall afterwards.

Why DasA?
A is the note la in the tonic sol-fa sys-

tem, and all musical instruments are
tuned with this note.

The project proposes to make the
classical music available for students at
least once a year. It provides much more
than just participation in symphony and
chamber concerts; as part of this huge
project, the orchestra members attend
schools and through direct communica-
tion with the students introduce the de-
tails of the upcoming concert before each
event. They speak about the programme
and the composers, answer questions,
and prepare students for the experience
of attending a classical concert.

Classical music for
teenagers in Armenia

By Lucy Thraves

Consul General Baibourtian
participated in the California

International Trade Forum
On May 22-23, Consul

General Dr. Armen Bai-
bourtian took part in the in-
ternational forum
organized by the California
Chamber of Commerce in
Sacramento, California. The
event was attended by state
leaders, senior officials
from the U.S. Department
of Commerce, leaders of
public and private compa-
nies and Consuls General
from different countries. Consul General Baibourtian also participated
in the annual 94th breakfast of the California Chamber of Commerce.
It aims at bringing together California’s top industry and government
leaders to socialize and discuss issues facing business, the economy
and government.

During those functions, Consul General Armen Baibourtian ex-
pressed his gratitude to Hon. Gavin Newsom, Governor of Califor-
nia, for the taken decision to allocate $5 million from the state budget
for the construction of the Armenian-American Museum in Glendale.
They also discussed the ways and means of enhancement of the Ar-
menia-California cooperation. Ambassador Baibourtian and Ambas-
sador Eleni Kounalakis, Lieutenant Governor of California, agreed to
have a meeting in near future to discuss the Armenia-California part-
nership agenda. 

Glendale, CA – Abril Book-
store and Armenian Film Society
will present a film screening of
the 2013 documentary,
BAVAKAN followed by a dis-
cussion with filmmaker,
ADRINEH GREGORIAN and
female leadership expert,
MONIQUE SVAZLIAN TAL-
LON on FRIDAY, JUNE 7, 2019
at 7:30pm at ABRIL BOOK-
STORE - 415 E. Broadway, Glen-
dale, CA. Admission is free for
Armenian Film Society members. Temporary
passes will be available for an extra fee. For more
information, call (818) 243-4112. 

BAVAKAN presents the stories of four women
and the pressures they have faced to have sex se-
lection abortions. Beneath the surface of Armenian
society lies an untraditional reality, one where a
woman's right to choose ends in a quest to present
a male heir to the family. 

ADRINEH GREGORIAN was awarded a
United States Fulbright Grant IN 2008-2009 to re-
search women's reproductive health in Armenia,

culminating in the documentary film, Bavakan. Re-
search for this documentary stemmed from work
with the non-profit organization, Sose’s Women.
Adrineh has degrees from UCLA and The Fletcher
School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University.
She is currently pursuing a PhD in Media Studies at
Claremont Graduate University. Her research will
focus on media's role in social impact and democ-
ratization.

Presented by the Armenian Film Society and
Abril Bookstore.



Film covering Armenia's sex selection abortions to be
screened by Armenian Film Society

The Consulate General  
of the Republic of Armenia, Los Angeles 
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