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$600,000 Donated for School Building at 
St. Mary Costa Mesa Church by
Drs. Vahe & Armine Meghrouni

St. Mary Armenian Church Pastor Archpriest

Fr. Moushegh Tashjian, the Parish Council, the

Trust Fund Board and Chairman of the Fund-

Raising Committee, Mr. Puzant O. Zorayan, an-

nounce with deep gratitude and joy, Drs. Vahe &

Armine Meghrouni have pledged to donate

$600,000 to help build new school building for

the Armenian Saturday and Sunday Schools,

which will be named “Drs. Vahe & Armine

Meghrouni Armenian School”.  The Meghrounis

have recently made a down payment of $203,000

towards their pledge.  The remaining pledge balance will be fulfilled in the next

two years.

St. Mary Armenian Church has embarked on an $8 million new building proj-

ect which will include several phases.  Phase one, estimated to cost $2 million, will

include the construction of new Armenian Saturday & Sunday School classrooms,

Pastor’s office, conference room, and a library and will replace the Fesjian Hall and

the old classrooms.  Phase one will also include a renovation of the exterior of the

Sanctuary. Phase two and three will cost $6 million and include the construction of

an impressive banquet/assembly hall, courtyards, parking with landscaping. 

The Meghrounis a few years ago made a princely donation of $1 million and

helped establish the Meghrouni Family Presidential Chair in Armenian Studies at

UCI.  The position is held by Professor Houri Berberian, an expert in modern Mid-

dle Eastern history.  It is also the wish of the generous donors to place a special

emphasis on the Western dialect Armenian because that is what the victims of the

Genocide spoke and it is at risk of dying out.

The Meghrounis practiced medicine – he as a radiologist, she as an anesthesi-

ologist – until their retirement.

YEREVAN, MAY 21, ARMENPRESS.

The EU assesses the May 20 announc-

ment of Armenian PM Nikol Pashinyan

about the judical system of the country

as a firm committmenet for carrying out

reforms,  Head of the EU delegation in

Armenia, Ambassador Piotr witalski

told the reporters.

''We have not had the opportunity to

discuss the issue in detail with the Gov-

ernment or the Justice Ministry of Arme-

nia or other people. Anyway, as an

announcement as a political act, I think

what the PM said is very understandable

for us'', witalski said, adding that it's

very clear and firm commitment to carry

out reforms in the justice system.

''Today the Justice Minister talked

about vetting, presenting the example of

Albania. As you may know, the EU

closely cooperted with the government

of Albania, developing the so-called Al-

banian model and today this vetting

model is supported by the EU. This is

something the Armenian side could take

into account'', ARMENPRESS reports

witalski as saying.

The EU Ambassador emphasized that

the EU believes the reforms in the justice

sphere of Armenia ore of vital impor-

tance for the future. ''I can say that deep

and comprehensive reforms in the justice

sphere are of significant importance for

your future for a number of reasons, but

the first reason is that the Armenian peo-

ple do not trust the courts. Last year the

EU financially supported the independ-

ent researches, that documented that ex-

tremely many Armenians do not trust the

courts'', witalski said, underlining the

necessity of reforms to restore public

trust.

Piotr witalski also emphasized that

the reforms should be carried out in line

with the Constitution and respecting Ar-

menia's international obligations.

Piotr witalski added that he can

once again officially present the follow-

ing position, ''We are ready to support

Armenia in implementing deep and

comprehensive reforms in justice sphere

by providing technical or consultative

support and quite large financial sup-

port. We intensively support the obliga-

tions assumed by the Prime Minister to

carry out reforms in justice sphere. This

is an extremely serious commitment. We

never enforce anything, but the Govern-

ment of Armenia should know that it can

rely on our support during the imple-

mentation of those reforms based on the

mentioned principles''.

To the question why Armenian peo-

ple do not trust the courts, the Head of

the EU delegation said, ''The two main

reasons are the following – corruption

and the political dependence of courts.

This is the official position of the EU''.

Edited and trasnlated by
Tigran Sirekanyan

EU assesses Pashinyan's announcement firm
commitment for carrying out reforms and
expresses comprehensive support

A memorial plaque of Charles Az-

navour was inaugurated today at the first

Paris apartment building of the Aznavour

family. The memorial plaque was placed

at the 6th district of Paris, 36 rue Mon-

sieur-le-Prince, where the Aznavouryans

originally settled and where Charles Az-

navour spent his childhood, the Aznavour

Foundation said.

“On the occasion of Charles Az-

navour’s 95th anniversary, the Paris Mu-

nicipality, in cooperation with the

Aznavour Foundation, organized the

opening of Charles Aznavour plaque on

the building where the Aznavouryans set-

tled and where Charles Aznavour’s child-

hood passed”, the Foundation said on

Facebook.

Mayor of Paris Anne Hidalgo said on

Facebook that this is their tribute to the

memory of the genius poet.

“Paris, that has seen the great talent of

Charles Aznavour, pays homage to his

memory. He is the little child of our city

that loves everyone who comes from

abroad and brings with him to exchange

values, generosity and simplicity. This is a

tribute which we launched with the un-

veiling of this memorial plaque and will

continue today in the evening with a con-

cert outside the City Hall”, the Paris

Mayor said.

The concert will begin at 5pm Paris

time, and will be dedicated to the birthday

of Charles Aznavour. The concert will fea-

ture André Manoukian, Joana Mendil,

Essaï Altounian, Eric Berchot and other

musicians.

May 22, 2019 marks the 95th anniver-

sary of the co-founder of Aznavour Foun-

dation, legendary artist Charles Aznavour.

In the eve of the great artist’s birthday,

different events are being organized

around the world throughout the year.

Among them are exhibitions, concerts,

opening of monuments, naming of public

places and institutions.

The Aznavour Foundation was estab-

lished by Charles Aznavour and his son

Nicolas Aznavour. The goal of the Foun-

dation is to implement development pro-

grams in the fileds of culture, education,

and social welfare. One of the most im-

portant objectives of the Foundation’s mis-

sion is to preserve and perpetuate the

immense cultural and humanitarian

legacy of Charles Aznavour.

Charles Aznavour memorial plaque inaugurated at first Paris apartment
building of Aznavour family

“My step” bloc
parliamentary faction
to develop draft law
for vetting

YEREVAN, MAY 21, ARMENPRESS.

The parliamentary faction of “My step”

bloc has made a decision on developing a

draft law for vetting, ARMENPRESS re-

ports head of the faction Lilit Makunts told

the reporters following the closed meeting

of the MPs of “My step” bloc.  

“Starting from today we will inten-

sively work in that direction”, she said.

In his May 20 speech PM Pashinyan

made an announcement about the judicial

system, saying that all judges in Armenia

should be subjected to vetting, meaning

that the citizens should have complete in-

formation about the political links of the

judge, his possession and activities prior

and during his tenure, as well as personal

professional skills.
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The Zoryan Institute

and the American Uni-

versity of Armenia

(AUA) are pleased to an-

nounce the launch of the

Zoryan Institute and

AUA Center for Oral

History.  The Zoryan In-

stitute will be depositing

copies of its renowned

Armenian Genocide Oral

History Archive to a ded-

icated Center on the

AUA campus. The University will pro-

vide the facilities for the Center, which

will house the collection, thereby creat-

ing the opportunity for students and

scholars to view and research the mate-

rials in the collection. Additionally, AUA

students will transcribe the recordings in

the collection, and those in Armenian

will be translated into English to increase

the usefulness of these invaluable re-

sources.    

Zoryan’s Oral History Collection is

one of the Institute’s earliest, largest and

most significant projects. It began in 1983

when it became evident that time was

running out for capturing the eyewitness

accounts of the generation of survivors of

the Armenian Genocide.  

To this day, the collection holds con-

siderable significance for scholars, stu-

dents, researchers and filmmakers.

Tremendous effort was made into devel-

oping the interview questionnaire that

would not only elicit information about

the Genocide, but also provide details

and valuable insights into the life of the

Armenian people before the Genocide.

The questions were designed to garner as

much detail as possible, covering a range

of topics from games the Armenians

played at home to their personal experi-

ences during the Genocide.  

This project was an enormous and

costly undertaking at the time. The Insti-

tute purchased state-of-the-art camera

equipment and hired professional video-

graphers to ensure the quality of the

recordings.  There were teams of Institute

staff and volunteers who conducted the

interviews with survivors living across

North America and Armenia.   

The collection consists of approxi-

mately 800 video recordings of inter-

views with Genocide survivors, now

digitized, making it the largest video col-

lection of Armenian survivor testi-

monies. While there are earlier oral

history collections, this project by the Zo-

ryan Institute has added a valuable vi-

sual dimension. Many researchers who

have used the collection have com-

mented how the video testimonies have

considerably enhanced their under-

standing of what the survivors recalled

when coupled with the interviewees’

body language and expressed emotions.  

Animation Based on Oral History
The Institute is currently working

with the largest documentary film studio

in Yerevan, BARS Media, to produce the

animated film, Aurora Sunrise. This film

will bring to life Aurora Mardiganian’s

amazing story of survival through ani-

mation, using the Institute’s Oral History

Project of the 1980s. Aurora Mardiganian

wrote the best-selling book, Ravished Ar-

menia, in which she shared her survivor

experiences. She later starred in a film

adaptation—one of the biggest block-

busters of the silent-era. Animating Au-

rora’s interview will make her story more

dynamic and expand its reach to larger

audiences . Through this film, Aurora’s

104-year-old story will be accessible to

future generations perpetually.



(L-R) President of the Zoryan Institute Greg Sarkissian, AGBU
Papazian Library Director Satenik Avakian, AUA President Dr.

Armen Der Kiureghian, Provost Dr. Randall Rhodes

The Zoryan Institute and American University of
Armenia Launch New Center for Oral History

A special partnership between the Ar-

menian Bar Association and BASIS.ed to

develop Armenian Genocide-related ed-

ucational studies in Arizona’s public

schools climbed to new heights on April

29, 2019.  With the 104th anniversary of

the Genocide fresh in mind, approxi-

mately 50 social science teachers from the

highest-ranked network of public charter

schools in America gathered together to

hear a unique and constructive message

of how to incorporate lessons about the

Genocide into their students’ broader un-

derstanding of world history.

The teacher-training program was

held at the BASIS flagship campus in

Phoenix and was masterfully led by pio-

neer educator Professor Richard G. Hov-

annisian.   With deeply personal

reflections about his own all-American

upbringing in the San Joaquin Valley

during the Great Depression – when the

stories of the Armenian people’s terrible

trauma went largely untold – Professor

Hovannisian explained to the teachers

that there are certain basic and broad

themes of instruction into which the Ar-

menian Genocide may comfortably be

accommodated. 

For example, whether drawing from

his childhood memories about the isola-

tion of his ethnic identity or tying to-

gether the demonization and

dehumanization of various victim

groups by their oppressors, Hovannisian

made a compelling case of how much

more alike, rather than dissimilar, the Ar-

menian experience is to other crimes

against humanity and recurring episodes

of prejudice.   With nodding heads and

knowing eyes, the BASIS teachers and

administrators absorbed his advice with

appreciation and expressed their poise to

take back to their classes the lessons they

had learned.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C

p45galQF6E&feature=youtu.be

Richard Hovannisian highlighted his

presentation with attention-grabbing

video clips of Genocide survivors which

brought the immediacy of the subject

matter into clear focus for the BASIS

teachers.  Nearly 50 years ago, Hovan-

nisian initiated a ground-breaking oral

history project aimed at capturing sur-

vivor testimonies and his collection of

more than 1,000 accounts are now

housed at U.S.C.’s  Shoah Foundation

where they are being digitized and stud-

ied, both in the context of Armenians’

unique experiences and also through the

wider lens of shared experiences with

other groups.

In a lively question-and-answer ses-

sion which followed the program, the

BASIS educators probed with interest

and departed with an understanding of

how to welcome the Armenian Genocide

into the learning lives of their students.

Thanks to Professor Hovannisian, every

question was met with an uncomplicated

and relatable answer.

Professor Hovannisian is widely

known for his legacy of institutionalizing

Armenian history and genocide scholar-

ship at U.C.L.A.   He has lectured in

nearly 40 countries, more than 150 col-

leges and universities, and more than

1000 public lectures and forums on six

continents. Hovannisian has served as a

consultant to the California State Board

of Education, authoring the chapter on

the Armenian Genocide in the State’s So-

cial Studies Model Curriculum on

Human Rights and Genocide. He has

also served as a consultant to the Facing

History and Ourselves Organization, as-

sisted in the preparation of its resource

book on the Armenian Genocide, and in-

troduced the subject in numerous

teacher-training institutes and summer

workshops. 

“We often struggle with how best to

teach our children about one of the dark-

est pages of our people’s history and its

long-lasting consequences of trans-gen-

erational trauma and resilience,” said

Lucy Varpetian, Co-Vice Chair of the Ar-

menian Bar Association.  “The survivors

themselves may have been hesitant to

share openly their stories as a guard

against passing on the heavy burden of

their Genocide memories.  It’s important

to forge these relationships with educa-

tional institutions like BASIS so that we

can learn to impart information about the

Genocide to our children in more inclu-

sive and universal ways.” 

For four years, the Armenian Bar and

BASIS have worked together to open and

broaden the avenues of Armenian Geno-

cide instruction in many Arizona high

schools and middle schools.  Following

the teachers’ workshop, a second Geno-

cide commemoration program took

place, drawing a more diverse audience

of student families and members of the

local Armenian community including Fa-

ther Zacharia Saribekyan of Scottsdale’s

St. Apkar Armenian Church.

Professor Richard Hovannisian Sharpens
Armenian Genocide Teaching Skills of Arizona
Educators 

(L-R) Armen K. Hovannisian (Armenian Bar), Father Zacharia Saribekyan (St. Apkar Church),
Michelle Keogh (Basis), Professor Richard Hovannisian, John Hillis (Basis),

Lucy Varpetian (Armenian Bar) 

YEREVAN, MAY 21, AR-
MENPRESS. Armenian interna-
tional, midfielder of Arsenal FC
will not go to Baku for the Europa
League Final where the Gunners
face Chelsea.

Mkhitaryan’s participation in
the match was not certain because
of the Armenia-Azerbaijan rela-
tions due to the NK conflict, and
today Arsenal made a statement
confirming that the Armenian will
not travel with them for the match.

According to the statement,
the decision was a “collective” one,
and involved discussions with Mkhitaryan and
his family.

“We are very disappointed to announce that
Henrikh Mkhitaryan will not be travelling with
the squad for our Uefa Europa League final
against Chelsea.

We have thoroughly explored all the options
for Micki to be part of the squad but after dis-
cussing this with Micki and his family we have
collectively agreed he will not be in our travel-
ling party.

We have written to Uefa expressing our

deep concerns about this sit-
uation. Micki has been a key
player in our run to the final
so this is a big loss for us
from a team perspective.

We’re also very sad that
a player will miss out on a
major European final in cir-
cumstances such as this, as
it is something that comes
along very rarely in a foot-
baller’s career.

Micki will continue to
be part of our preparations
until we depart for Baku at

the weekend”, Arsenal said in the statement.
Arsenal had earlier complained to UEFA

about the selection of the final’s venue.
The Gunners for weeks tried to negotiate

with UEFA to achieve appropriate security
guarantees from Azerbaijan regarding Mkhi-
taryan’s potential participation.

Mkhitaryan himself did not yet comment on
the matter.

Due to the ongoing Nagorno Karabakh con-
flict, Azerbaijan bans citizens of Armenia to
enter its country.

Henrikh Mkhitaryan to miss Baku Europa
League final, Arsenal confirms
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Alique and her dad at our Yerevan Lab
In 1999, as a little girl struck by a

life-threatening blood-related illness,

Alique Topalian became the inspira-

tion behind the launch of the Armen-

ian Bone Marrow Donor Registry.

In the two decades since, ABMDR

has grown by leaps and bounds, be-

coming a globally-recognized national

bone marrow donor registry. As for

Alique, the daughter of proud parents

Michele Seyranian and Mourad

Topalian, she has fully regained her

health, and gone on to earn advanced

degrees in psychology and public

health, in keeping with her passion for

helping make a difference in the

healthcare field. 

On May 20, 2019, Alique and her

dad, Mourad, visited the ABMDR Lab

in Yerevan, for an up-close look at its

day-to-day operations. They were

warmly welcomed by ABMDR Execu-

tive Director Dr. Sevak Avagyan and members of our Lab staff, who familiarized the

guests with the diverse capabilities and activities of the facility, as well as its latest

achievements and plans for continued growth.

Watertown, May 19, 2019 – On May

11, more than 450 supporters attended

ABMDR New England’s much-antici-

pated Comedy Night, in celebration of

the 20th anniversary of the founding of

the Armenian Bone Marrow Donor Reg-

istry. The benefit event, held at the Keljik

Hall of St. James Armenian Apostolic

Church, in Watertown, featured the

Demq Show, a renowned ensemble of

stand-up comedians; and the acclaimed

stand-up comedian Antic.  

Produced by Gor Kirakosian, the

Demq Show kept the laughs coming

throughout the first half of the event, as

comedians Armen, Levon, Davo, and

Artak performed a wealth of anecdotes

and skits, delivered in both Eastern- and

Western-Armenian with some sprinkles

of English. An equally hilarious per-

formance was on tap during the second

part of the show, as Antic enthralled the

audience with his fast-paced quips and

jokes. The comedy was paired with ap-

petizers and cocktails.

As he thanked the Demq Show, Antic,

and supporters of the event, Master of

Ceremonies Michael Demirchain said,

“The money you helped raise tonight

will directly aid in the funding of

ABMDR’s donor tissue-typing process.”

He added, “None of this would be possi-

ble without many generous contribu-

tions, most notably from Rev. Fr. Arakel

Aljalian and Yn. Natasha, who provided

the beautiful facilities at St. James Ar-

menian Apostolic Church for the event;

and local businesses and organizations

which made in-kind donations.”

ABMDR Board member Alvart

Badalian commended the Comedy Night

Committee’s co-chairs, Michael

Demirchian and Lori Yeterian, for their

leadership; and the committee members

for their hard work and dedication. “I am

delighted to see so many young volun-

teers passionate about the Registry and

working hard to advance our mission,”

Badalian said. She also thanked East

Coast Recruitment Officer Maral Der

Torossian, under whose leadership

ABMDR’s youthful Recruitment and

Outreach Committee has held scores of

events and recruited over 60 potential

bone marrow stem cell donors last year,

she said.

Subsequently Talin Abrimian, the co-

chair of the Recruitment and Outreach

Committee, made a brief presentation on

the mission and activities of ABMDR.

“When a patient is diagnosed with a life-

threatening blood-related illness such as

leukemia, only 25 percent of the time will

they find a donor match within their

family,” she said. “That’s why this reg-

istry is so important, because 75 percent

of the time, we need it to find a match.”

In his closing remarks, Michael

Demirchian congratulated the Comedy

Night Committee, including co-chair

Lori Yeterian and members Alvart

Badalian, Maral Der Torossian, Rubina

Varjabedian, Ardemis Minassian, Tatoul

Badalian, Arax Badalian, Rebecca

Shahverdian, Shant Der Torossian, Lori

Yogurtian, Tamar Melkonian, Talin

Abrimian, Ojen Kavlakian, Tatiana Nal-

bandian, and Karnee Berejiklian, for their

efforts in ensuring the success of the

event.

Demirchian concluded, “ABMDR

New England is proud to have had this

opportunity to bring the community to-

gether to benefit this exceptional cause,

and is thankful to all who contributed to

this successful event.”

ABMDR New England is encourag-

ing community members to join the

team. Interested readers can email to:

ABMDRNewEngland@gmail.com

ABMDR New England’s next annual

Walk of Life is set for September 28, 2019.

For more information, contact:

Website: http://abmdr.am/ne

Facebook: http://facebook.com/AB-

MDRNewEngland

Instagram: http://instagram.com/

ABMDRNewEngland

ABMDR New England Comedy Night
wows over 450 supporters

The Armenian American Museum has

unveiled the Square Foot Certificate, a lim-

ited edition commemorative certificate to

honor the developing cultural and educa-

tional center’s donors and supporters. The

Square Foot Builders program invites the

community to sponsor one square foot of

the Museum construction with a donation

of $500.

The Square Foot Builders program was

inspired by former Secretary of the Navy

Paul Ignatius who was an early supporter

of the Armenian American Museum and

one of the project’s first $500 donors. An

Armenian American and Glendale-native,

Ignatius served as the Secretary of the

Navy between 1967 and 1969 and Assistant

Secretary of Defense during President Lyn-

don Johnson’s administration. In 2016, the

U.S. Navy launched the USS Paul Ignatius

(DDG 117), one of its newest destroyer

ships named in honor of the former Secre-

tary.

Executive Chairman Berdj Karapetian

had the opportunity to visit Ignatius in his

Washington, DC home and present the first

Square Foot Certificate from the Armenian

American Museum.

“It is a true honor to be presented with

the Armenian American Museum’s first

Square Foot Certificate,” stated former Sec-

retary of Navy Paul Ignatius. “The vision

for the Armenian American Museum has

been a longtime dream of mine and I am so

excited to see that the project is becoming a

reality.”

The Square Foot Certificate was de-

signed by Arpine Shakhbandaryan, a Glen-

dale-based Armenian American artist. Her

creation with the Museum’s signature vel-

vet color was inspired by the style of tradi-

tional Armenian illustrated manuscripts

and symbols of eternity representing the

perseverance of the Armenian people.

“I was humbled to be entrusted with

the role of designing the Square Foot Cer-

tificate for the Armenian American Mu-

seum,” stated artist Arpine

Shakhbandaryan. “My vision for the com-

memorative certificate was to create a treas-

ured keepsake that would celebrate

Armenian arts, culture, and history.”

Supporters can donate and reserve

Square Foot Certificates by visiting the Mu-

seum website at https://www.Armeni-

anAmericanMuseum.org/SqFt or calling

the Museum office at (818) 351-3554.

Square Foot Certificates can be pre-

sented in the donor’s name, dedicated in

the memory of a loved one, or dedicated in

honor of a family, child, business, organi-

zation, and more.

Armenian American Museum Unveils Square
Foot Certificate

Glendale, CA – More than 100 donors,

community leaders, and supporters at-

tended the Armenian American Museum

Founder’s Circle Reception hosted by

Sako and Aida Gharakhani on April 28.

The event was an opportunity to celebrate

the Founder’s Circle members and dis-

cuss future plans for the project as the cul-

tural and educational center approaches

groundbreaking in 2020.

Aida Gharakhani of world-renowned

fashion brand Nicole Bakti kicked off the

reception with welcoming remarks on be-

half of the Gharakhani family, who are

members of the Founder’s Circle and

longtime supporters of the Armenian

American Museum.

“My family and I are proud to be

members of the Founder’s Circle and we

are truly honored to open our doors to fel-

low supporters of the Armenian Ameri-

can Museum,” stated Aida Gharakhani.

“Our hearts are in the project and we are

so excited to watch as the Museum comes

to fruition. We have so much art, culture,

and history to showcase to the world and

the Museum is going to be the perfect

space for that.”

The Founder’s Circle has grown to

more than 150 members since the launch

of the program. Members of the program

pledge to contribute $10,000 by the start

of construction in 2020. The Founder’s

Circle is an exclusive network of donors

who are laying the foundation for the de-

veloping cultural and educational center.

Members are provided exclusive briefings

to help shape the future of the Museum

and will be prominently recognized and

honored on the Museum’s permanent

Founder’s Circle donor wall for their con-

tribution.

Aram Alajajian of Alajajian Marcoosi

Architects introduced members of the

Museum’s design team and construction

committee during his remarks and pro-

vided an overview of the team’s upcom-

ing work in preparation for

groundbreaking in 2020.

“Our community has built schools,

churches, and monuments throughout the

world and the Armenian American Mu-

seum is a major and historic step for our

entire community,” stated Architect Aram

Alajajian. “We are going to build an ex-

emplary museum and cultural center in

the heart of Glendale that is going to serve

people from throughout the region, state,

and country and visitors from around the

world. Our generation has the unique op-

portunity to be part of this special legacy.”

The reception was also attended by

California State Senator Anthony J. Por-

tantino, California State Assemblymem-

ber Adrin Nazarian, and Glendale Mayor

Ara Najarian who each expressed their

support and excitement for the Armenian

American Museum during their remarks.

ARMENIAN AMERICAN MUSEUM HOSTS
FOUNDER’S CIRCLE RECEPTION
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Glendale, CA – The

Kerovpyan Trio of the

Paris-based Kotchnak En-

semble will present a spe-

cial musical evening titled,

Sayat Nova's Eternal Rose

at the upcoming Abril

Bookstore Music Night on

Saturday, May 25, 2019 at

7:30pm at 415 E. Broad-

way, Glendale, CA. Tickets

are $20 and available at

www.itsmyseat.com/abril

books or at Abril Book-

store. For more informa-

tion, call (818) 243-4112.

SAYAT NOVA'S ETER-

NAL ROSE will be a musi-

cal evening with vocalist

Virginia Pattie Kerovpyan,

kanounist Aram

Kerovpyan and percus-

sionist Vahan Kerovpyan

of the Kotchnak Ensemble

which formed in 1980 in

Paris and specializes in

Armenian folk and trou-

badour music. Each per-

formance is a unique

experience in that they fol-

low the tradition of per-

petual recreation by

means of improvisation.

Sayat Nova (1722-1795)

was a musician and poet

at the Georgian court who

later became a priest. He

was one of the rare

ashough-troubadours

whose poems have

reached us. Of the numer-

ous poems copied in his

notebook, only 27 have

melodies today, having

survived through the oral

tradition. 

VIRGINIA PATTIE

KEROVPYAN was born in

Washington, D.C. and

moved to Paris in the

1970’s. She has performed

and recorded with various

early music, as well as

contemporary music, en-

sembles. Soloist of the

Kotchnak and Akn ensem-

bles, she has specialized in

Armenian song since 1980.

Her interpretation brings

to the forefront the essence

of this music, making its

discovery and transmis-

sion more accessible.

ARAM KEROVPYAN

was born in Istanbul,

Turkey. He learned to play

the kanoun and studied

the Near Eastern music

system with Master musi-

cian Saadeddin Öktenay.

Moving to Paris, he joined

the Kotchnak ensemble,

performing Armenian folk

and troubadour music,

and in 1985 established

the Akn ensemble special-

izing in Armenian liturgi-

cal chant. He has been the

master-singer of the Ar-

menian cathedral in Paris

since 1990. He is active in

the world of theater as

musician, teacher, and

composer. He holds a

Ph.D. in musicology and

publishes about modal

theory and the history of

Armenian liturgical

music.

Presented by
Abril Bookstore.

CONTACT: Arno Yeretzian
at Abril Bookstore (818) 243-
4112, noor@abrilbooks.com

LOS ANGELES, CA - On Tuesday,

May 14th, an Armenian Assembly of

America-led delegation was pleased to

meet and hold a productive discussion

on a range of subjects with Los Angeles

City Councilmember Paul Krekorian, a

distinguished public servant, who, since

2010, represents constituents residing in

Los Angeles' 2nd Council District. The

2nd district includes the Los Angeles

communities of North Hollywood, Stu-

dio City, Sun Valley, Valley Glen, Valley

Village, and Van Nuys.

The delegates expressed their grati-

tude to Councilmember Krekorian for his

leadership on the Los Angeles City

Council. They also thanked Coun-

cilmember Krekorian for the positively

impactful work that he spearheads via

the framework of the Los Angeles - Yere-

van Sister City relationship, and through

the Los Angeles - Shushi (Artsakh)

Friendship Association.

The Armenian Assembly delegation

included Armenian Assembly Southern

California Regional Council member

Helen Haig, Armenian Assembly West-

ern Region Director Mihran Toumajan,

Armenia Tree Project (ATP) West Coast

Operations Manager Sarah Hayes, ATP

West Coast Community Outreach Man-

ager Anahit Gharibyan, Armenian As-

sembly Los Angeles County Regional

Committee member Zhelbert Zohrabian,

American Armenian Rose Float Associa-

tion Director Arthur Kokozian, Constitu-

tional Sheriffs and Peace Officers

Association leaders Alexander Agaron-

ian and Edgar Agaronian.

Councilmember Krekorian partici-

pated in this year's Armenian Genocide

March for Justice, where he spoke with

Armenian Western Region Director

Mihran Toumajan and Armenian Assem-

bly Summer Internship Program alumna

and current intern with U.S. Senator Ka-

mala Harris, Vanuhi Vartanian.

In addition to the annual commemo-

ration, Councilmember Krekorian issued

the following statement on April 24th:

"Today marks the 104th anniversary of

the Armenian Genocide. It is an oppor-

tunity to honor and celebrate those who

survived, and to reflect on the injustice

and what that means to us as a human

community. While we commemorate this

day of mourning and remembrance, it is

also a day of education and of advocacy.

We will continue our march for justice

and demand recognition because the les-

sons of the past can prevent the tragedies

of the future."

Armenian Assembly of America and Armenia
Tree Project Meet with Los Angeles City
Councilmember Paul Krekorian

During last two months, Beijing has stood as the

main platform for negotiations on economic, political

and cultural issues of the world. In April, China organ-

ized its second Belt and Road forum focused on results

and further developments of its mega initiative, and in

May leaders of several states and thousands of profes-

sional artists arrived to China for introducing their na-

tion's arts and culture. The main goal of the Conference

on Dialogue of Asian Civilizations is to give an added

impetus to the development of dialogue between differ-

ent civilizations. During the opening ceremony of the

Conference, President Xi Jinping mentioned that civi-

lizations must not clash with each other and that all civ-

ilizations are equal; there is no superior one in the world.

This was a clear message to the world that rising China

will not stand as a threat to the world order and will con-

tribute for keeping equality and peace.

Chinese President Xi Jinping (R) meets with Armen-

ian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan, who is in China to

attend the Conference on Dialogue of Asian Civilizations

(CDAC), at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, capi-

tal of China, May 14, 2019. [Photo: Xinhua/Yao Dawei]

One of the oldest civilizations in the world - the Ar-

menian civilization - was introduced during the confer-

ence on a high level. The Armenian Prime Minister

arrived in Beijing together with a delegation to introduce

ancient Armenian culture and art.

The Armenian delegation has the following two

goals:

1.Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan met

with Chinese President Xi Jinping and Prime Minister Li

Keqiang. The leaders agreed to boost cooperation in the

following areas: trade, investment, mineral exploitation,

metal smelting, renewable energy, and infrastructure. It

is also worth mentioning that the Armenian people were

pleased with president Xi Jinping's great knowledge

about the Armenian civilization. He mentioned that Chi-

nese people know Armenians well. He spoke about fa-

mous Armenians as Aram Khachatryan, Artem Mikoyan

and Hovhannes Tumanyan. Xi emphasized the impor-

tance of cooperation between Chinese and Armenian

civilizations.

2.The Armenian delegation presented Armenian art

and culture in China, strengthened dialogue with Chi-

nese and other civilizations, and made its own contri-

bution for development of this very important, new

platform for dialogue of Asian civilization. Two old civ-

ilizations created new fields for strengthening coopera-

tion and developing mutual understanding. Hopefully

this will help to bring more Chinese tourists to Armenia

and Armenian tourists to China.

It is worth mentioning that in recent years there has

been a great interest among Armenian youth towards re-

searching the Chinese civilization and learning Chinese.

Hundreds of Armenian specialists studied at Chinese

universities such as Nanjing University, Beijing Univer-

sity, and others. In Armenia, many people study Chinese

language at the Confucius institute, the Chinese lan-

guage and cultural center of Yerevan State University,

and in several public schools. Recently, the school of

"China-Armenia friendship" has opened and now Ar-

menian children can learn Chinese language at this

school. In 2016, "China-Eurasia" Council for Political and

Strategic Research was founded. The foundation has al-

ready organized 3 courses for Armenian specialists to

enlarge their knowledge about China's civilization, for-

eign policy, economics, etc. In 2018, "China-Eurasia"

Council for Political and Strategic Research, jointly with

the Institute of Oriental Studies of the National Acad-

emy of Sciences of Armenia, organized the "Eurasian Re-

search on Modern China-Eurasia" international

conference. The conference made an important interna-

tional contribution on modern China-Eurasia research,

as it stood as a platform for scholars to present and dis-

cuss contemporary issues related to China's political and

economic relations with Eurasian countries. Diplomats

from Great Britain, Canada, Armenia, China, Russia,

Kazakhstan, Belarus, Finland, Romania, Pakistan and

other countries were among the speakers. On Novem-

ber 1-2, 2019, the second edition of this conference will

be organized in the capital of Armenia.

There is a huge potential for boosting Sino-Armenian

cooperation in economic and political fields. Hopefully,

the visit of Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan

and the arts delegation created personal contacts among

Armenian and Chinese decision makers, and will help to

strengthen further cooperation among the two nations

to the benefit of both civilizations.

Note:Mher Sahakyan, PhD (Nanjing University,

2016), is the director of "China-Eurasia" Council for Po-

litical and Strategic Research in Armenia, and author of

the book "China's One Belt, One Road and Armenia".

www.chinaplus.cri.cn

China and Armenia, two old civilizations in the world
By Mher Sahakyan

Sayat Nova's music to come alive with the
Kerovpyan Trio
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