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Glendale, CA –
Toronto based author
WENDY ELLIOTT will
be in town to present
her newly published
book, GRIT AND
GRACE IN A WORLD
GONE MAD: Humani-
tarianism in Talas,
Turkey 1908 - 1923  at a
special Los Angeles re-
lease event on TUES-
DAY, MAY 7, 2019 at
7:30pm at ABRIL
BOOKSTORE - 415 E.
Broadway, Glendale, CA.
Author will be introduced
by Georgia Stavropoulos of
the Hellenic University of
Southern California. Ad-
mission is free. For more in-
formation, call (818)
243-4112. 

GRIT AND GRACE IN
A WORLD GONE MAD
tells the remarkable yet lit-
tle known story of a small
group of American and
Canadian missionaries and
relief workers in Talas who
saved thousands of Armen-

ian, Greek and Turkish or-
phans from starvation, dis-
ease and harm during the
dying days of the Ottoman
Empire. They were part of a
massive humanitarian aid
effort, which was said of at
the time, “If the expedition
succeeds to the full meas-
ure of its program, it will be
a modern miracle; if it ac-
complishes a half of what it
is undertaking, it will mean
the saving of a race and the
restoring of a blighted land.
In any event, it is a superb
adventure in neighborli-

ness, the parable of the
Good Samaritan
wrought out on a gi-
gantic scale.” The impe-
tus for writing this
nonfiction book came
from the discovery of
one of the missionaries’
personal letters and
documents that had
been sitting in a trunk
for a hundred years.

WENDY ELLIOTT,
MEd, is a writer, de-
signer and instructor.

She is the author of a self-
published young adult
novel, The Dark Triumph
of Daniel Sarkisyan. She
won an award for her radio
play, Millennium Madness,
and has a passion for edu-
cation, history and geneal-
ogy. Her interest in
Armenia stems from four
volunteer assignments she
completed there in 2006-
2009 for a Canadian inter-
national development
organization. Wendy lives
near Toronto.

New book about Humanitarian efforts in early
20th century Talas to be presented at Abril

Glendale, CA
-- The Armenia
Artsakh Fund
(AAF) delivered
$4.5 million of
humanitarian as-
sistance to Arme-
nia and Artsakh
from January –
April 2019. The
AAF itself col-
lected the $4.1 million of medicines and
other supplies donated by Americares
($3.7 million) and Direct Relief
($445,000).

Other organizations which con-
tributed valuable goods during this pe-
riod were: Project Agape ($163,000);
Howard Karagheusian Commemorative
Corp. ($77,000); Armenian EyecarePro-
ject ($67,000); Dr. Albert Phillips ($12,300)
and Dr. Stephen Kashian ($9,000).  

The medicines and medical supplies
donated during this period were sent to
the Health Ministry of Armenia, Artsakh
Health Ministry, AGBU Claudia Nazar-
ian Medical Center for Syrian Armenian
Refugees in Yerevan, Arabkir United
Children’s Foundation, Armenian Mis-
sionary Association of America, Fund for
Armenian Relief,  Institute of Perinatol-
ogy, Obstetrics and Gynecology Center,
Metsn Nerses Charitable Organization,

Muratsan Chil-
dren’s En-
d o c r i n o l o g y
Center, St.
Grigor Lusa-
vorich Medical
Center and The
H o w a r d
Karagheusian
Commemora-
tive Corp.

In the first four months of 2019 AAF
shipped to Armenia and Artsakh $4.5
million of medicines, medical supplies
and other relief products.  In the past 30
years, including the shipments under its
predecessor, the United Armenian Fund,
the AAF has delivered to Armenia and
Artsakh a grand total of $824 million
worth of relief supplies on board 158 air-
lifts and 2,435 sea containers. 

“The Armenia Artsakh Fund is regu-
larly offered free of charge millions of
dollars worth of life-saving medicines
and medical supplies. All we have to do
is pay for the shipping expenses. We
would welcome your generous dona-
tions to be able to continue delivering
this valuable assistance to all medical
centers in Armenia and Artsakh," stated
Harut Sassounian, the President of AAF.

For more information, call the AAF office:
(818) 241-8900; Email: sassoun@pacbell.net.

AAF Shipped $4.5 Million of Aid
To Armenia and Artsakh

January – April 2019

Las Vegas, Nevada – April 24, 2019:
Close to 1000 Armenian-Americans either
marched or throughout the day gathered at
the Armenian Genocide Memorial Monu-
ment at Sunset Park to commemorate 104th
Armenian Genocide Remembrance Day.

Las Vegas commemoration events con-
cluded at the Sunset Park with a candle-
light vigil where young and old placed
candles and remembrance flowers at the
eternal circle of the monument.

Nevada Governor Steve Sisolak issued
a strong proclamation recognizing April 24,

2019 as Armenian Genocide Remembrance
Day in Nevada, encouraging public aware-
ness and educating Nevadans across the
state on the Armenian Genocide.

Las Vegas is home to a fast-growing Ar-
menian-American community with several
individuals contributing significantly to the
economic growth of Southern Nevada, par-
ticularly casino and resort developer Kirk
Kerkorian, legendary UNLV basketball
coach Jerry Tarkanian and world-renowned
tennis player Andre Agassi.

Las Vegas, April 24, 2019
March for Justice and Candlelight Vigil

Armenian Speaker of Parliament thanks
Portuguese counterpart lawmakers for
recognition of genocide

Speaker of Parliament Ararat Mirzoyan has expressed gratitude to his Portuguese
counterpart Eduardo Ferro Rodrigues and Members of Parliament on the occasion of the
recognition of the Armenian Genocide.

“Your Excellency,
On behalf of the National Assembly of the Republic of Armenia and on my own behalf

I would like to express our deepest gratitude and satisfaction to you and the members of
the Portuguese Parliament for adopting the resolution which recognizes the 1915 Armen-
ian Genocide perpetrated in the Ottoman Empire.

With the recognition of the Armenian Genocide you paid tribute to the innocent vic-
tims and also made your significant contribution to the global efforts in preventing the re-
currence of such tragedies.

Please accept, Your Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration,” Mirzoyan
said in a letter sent to Speaker of Parliament Eduardo Ferro Rodrigues.

The delega-
tion led by
Marek Benda,
Chairman of
the Committee
on Constitu-
tional and
Legal Affairs of
the Chamber of
Deputies of the
Parliament of
the Czech Re-
public, Head of
the Czech Republic-Armenia Friendship
Group, on April 30 visited the Tsitser-
nakaberd Armenian Genocide Memorial in
Yerevan.

The delegation members were accom-
panied by head of the Armenia-Czech Re-
public Friendship Group Gayane
Abrahamyan. The Czech lawmakers laid a

wreath at the
Genocide Me-
morial and
flowers at the
Eternal Flame
by paying a
tribute to the
memory of the
1915 Armenian
Genocide vic-
tims with a mo-
ment of silence.

Thereafter,
the Czech delegation visited the Armenian
Genocide Museum-Institute where they got
acquainted with the exhibits.

Marek Benda left a note in the Hon-
orary Guest Book which runs as follows:
“The evil of humanity against humanity.
We should never forget the victims of the
Armenian Genocide”.

“We should never forget the victims of
Armenian Genocide” – Czech lawmaker
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NEW YORK - Not even the hovering grey clouds could
dampen the spirit of the thousands gathered for the Ar-
menian Genocide Commemoration in Times Square on
Sunday, April 28, 2019, as the 104th anniversary of the mas-
sacres was memorialized in a monumental event spon-
sored by the Knights and Daughters of Vartan.

Relentless calls for recognition were made throughout
the afternoon as speakers, guests and the general public
paid homage to the holy martyrs of the Armenian Geno-
cide. Over a century later, the vigor of the Armenian peo-
ple was on full display as the program culminated in a
symbolic shoorch bar inspired by the powerful singing of
Elie Berberyan as he performed the popular patriotic song
“Kedashen” amid the backdrop of the city’s skyscrapers
and the buzzing motion of Times Square, one of the busiest
and iconic districts in the world. 

While Armenian songs, dances and voices echoed
throughout New York and into the world, top U.S. elected
officials stood their ground in their unwavering support of
Armenian Genocide recognition. Senate Minority Leader
Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.), who appears at the commemo-
ration year after year without fail, conveyed his fondness
for the “wonderful and compassionate Armenian people”
and appreciated their presence in the country, stating that
“the more Armenians we have in America, the better Amer-
ica will be.”

Following a moment of silence for the victims of the
1915 Armenian Genocide and their descendants, the sen-
ior senator urged the public to “call out evil.”  

“A genocide that is not properly defined and remem-
bered will certainly lead to another,” said Senator Schumer,
who touched upon the Holocaust that succeeded the Ar-
menian Genocide. “We have a moral obligation to always
remember one of the most evil undertakings in the history
of mankind, and that is the horrible Medz Yeghern.” 

Turning to legislation in the U.S., Senator Schumer ex-
pressed his disappointment that the leaders in the White
House, both Republicans and Democrats, have not stepped
up to officially acknowledge the Armenian Genocide. He
said he refuses to accept the excuse of politics and empha-
sized that in the face of denial, people should “stand to-
gether and remember the genocide, the 1.5 million victims
and what the Armenians went through.”

He made the salient point that the Turkish government
did not succeed in its plans to exterminate the Armenian
people, noting that now 1.5 million people of Armenian an-
cestry live in America.

“The Armenian nation has not just endured, but it has
prevailed,” said Senator Schumer, who is a co-sponsor of
Senate Resolution 150 that calls for the U.S. to commemo-
rate the Armenian Genocide through official recognition
and remembrance. “The three pashas are gone, the Ot-
toman Empire is gone, but the Armenian people live on
and continue to inspire the world.” 

A tireless advocate for the Armenians, senior Senator
Robert Menendez (D-N.J.), who earlier this month admon-
ished U.S. Ambassador to Turkey nominee David M. Sat-
terfield for failing to refer to the 1915 atrocities as Genocide,
stated that everyone has “come together in remembrance,
in reflection and in solidarity.”

The Ranking Member of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, who along with Senator Ted Cruz (R-T.X.) re-
cently sponsored Senate Resolution 150, is ensuring that
the foreign policy of the U.S. “reflects appropriate under-
standing and sensitivity concerning the Armenian Geno-
cide.”

Countering the denialist history, Senator Menendez
stated that the Turkish authorities began a systematic cam-
paign to exterminate the Armenian population through
“killings, starvation, forced deportation and untold brutal-
ity” and remarked that “such intentional horrific violence

targeted towards one people has a name and one name
only and that name is genocide.”

He acknowledged the 1.5 million victims who perished
and also appreciated their contributions to Armenian his-
tory and culture that “lives on today and there can be no
denying them.”

Taking a stand “in support of the unshakable truth,”
Senator Menendez outlined how the Turkish government
has spent “countless millions of dollars on lobbyists willing
to trumpet lies and make excuses for the atrocities that its
predecessors committed.”

“Portraying the extermination of 1.5 million Armenians
as nothing more than a consequence of World War I is a dis-
tortion of history at best and at worst a contrived excuse
for an unthinkable crime against humanity,” he continued. 

He spoke of the suppressive Turkish government that
has “undermined the fundamental right of freedom of
speech” and how the country’s leaders have initiated pros-
ecutions, smear campaigns and even resorted to violence
against historians and journalists who have studied the
Turkish treatment of the Armenian community, remarking
that “such actions are reprehensible and speak volumes
both about the crime and the cover up.”

Recalling the words of Ambassador Henry Morgen-
thau, U.S. Ambassador to the Ottoman Empire during the
Armenian Genocide, who described the Turkish authori-
ties of deporting Armenians as a ‘death warrant’ to a whole
race, Senator Menendez asserted that today’s diplomats
should “not be any less frank when engaging with the
Turkish government.”

“We refuse to see the truth suppressed, the facts denied
and history revised,” said Senator Menendez. “We will not
rest until it becomes the official policy of the U.S. govern-
ment to recognize the Armenian Genocide here and any
place else in the world.”  

Congressional Armenian Caucus Co-Chair Frank Pal-
lone (D-N.J.), pledged that he will continue to push for
recognition of the Armenian Genocide and reaffirmed that
there has been “tremendous progress” around the world
as 30 countries now officially recognize the Armenian
Genocide, along with 49 out of 50 U.S. states. 

“We will continue our efforts and demand that the
Turkish government recognize the Armenian Genocide and
pay reparations,” said Congressman Pallone, who also
called for ongoing support of the Republic of Armenia as
well as Artsakh. A longtime supporter, he has made trips to
both Armenia and Artsakh, where he has advocated for the
people’s right to self-determination.

He urged the public to persist in their fight and hold
rallies such as the annual commemoration in Times Square
in order to achieve official recognition.

“Please understand how important it is for you to be
here today and how important it is for all of you to con-
tinue to support your Armenian advocates and Armenian
organizations like the Knights and Daughters of Vartan, be-
cause without your help, we wouldn’t be able to make
progress on the issues you care so much about,” concluded
Congressman Pallone. 

New York Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney (D-N.Y.),
a member of the Congressional Caucus on Armenian Is-
sues, remarked that the U.S. should “join the chorus of
voices across the globe” and recognize the genocide and
the “calculating elimination of an entire population.”

“We mourn the 1.5 million Armenians murdered by the
government that was supposed to protect them,” said Con-
gresswoman Maloney. “We must honor their memory and
we must come to the day that Turkey’s President Erdogan
recognizes the genocide instead of denying it.”

She said she is proud to support resolutions that recog-
nize the “systematic plan to extinguish the ancient, digni-
fied and accomplished Armenian people” and the lessons

that must be learned in order to prevent future tragedies
from occurring again. 

“We must teach ourselves and our children the abuse
of state power that allows these crimes to go unpunished,”
said Congresswoman Maloney. “On this solemn day of re-
membrance our  message remains united and clear: the U.S.
and Turkish governments must formally acknowledge the
terrible genocide that occured 104 years and I am with you
as we keep fighting and pushing for recognition.” 

Headlining the event with a special cultural perform-
ance, Berberyan curated an artistic concert that included a
rendition of “Ils Sont Tombes” (They Fell), by Charles Az-
navour, the poetry of the Hovhannes Shiraz set to music
“Intz Guh Moranam” (I Forget Myself) and “Dle Yaman”
by Komitas. 

“Even though many years have passed since the Ar-
menian Genocide, it does not stop me from remembering it
and instead it gives me more drive,” said Berberyan. “We
are paying tribute to the ultimate cause that concerns every
Armenian in his or her heart.”

Grand Commander and Matron of the Knights and
Daughters of Vartan, Dr. Gary Zamanigian and Diana
Tookmanian, elaborated on the significance of commemo-
rating the Armenian Genocide. The Knights and Daugh-
ters of Vartan have sponsored the Times Square Armenian
Genocide Commemoration since 1985. This year the event
was co-chaired by Tigran Sahakyan and Ari Minnetyan,
under the guidance of Chairman Emeritus Hirant Gulian. 

Armen McOmber, Esq. and Professor Nvair Beylerian
compellingly led the program. McOmber was recognized
for his decade of service to the Times Square Armenian
Genocide Commemoration and was presented with a spe-
cial certificate of recognition and a Knights of Vartan
medal. 

The results of the 2019 Knights and Daughters of Var-
tan International Armenian Genocide Essay Contest were
announced: first-place, Andrew Panosian of La Crescenta,
CA, who is a freshman at Glendale Community College;
second-place, Garine Kamajian of Indian Shores, FL, who is
a junior at University of South Florida-Tampa; third-place
Lilit Arsenyan of Yerevan, Armenia, who is a freshman at
Yerevan Brusov State University of Languages and Social
Sciences. This year’s question of how creative expression—
literature, music, cinema, visual arts—has enhanced the
students’ personal understanding of the Armenian Geno-
cide, delivered thought-provoking responses from appli-
cants who live around the world. 

Astghikner Junior Ensemble of St. Gregory the Illumi-
nator Mission Parish in Brooklyn sang the Armenian and
American anthems and Hayr Mer, under the leadership of
Maria Sahakyan, as the students of the Holy Martyrs Ar-
menian Day School of Bayside, NY and the Hovnanian Ar-
menian Day School of New Milfold, NJ sang a medley of
Armenian patriotic songs, under the guidance of their prin-
cipals, Seta Tavitian Megherian and Shakeh Tashjian, re-
spectively.The Yerevan Dance Ensemble of St. Gregory the
Illuminator Mission Parish made a special appearance. 

The opening remarks and prayer were delivered by
Zaven Khanjian, Executive Director of the AMAA. The in-
vocation was made by Archbishop Anoushavan Tanielian,
Primate of the Eastern Prelacy of the Armenian Church of
America, and the closing prayer by Very Rev. Fr. Mamigon
Kiledjian, representing Very Rev. Fr. Daniel Findikyan, Pri-
mate of the Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of
America. Other clergy in attendance included Nurhan Be-
cidiyan, of the Roman Catholic Armenian Eparchy of
America and Canada.

Statements were made by co-sponsoring organizations,
including Christina Lalama (Armenian General Benevolent
Union of America), Bryan Ardouny (Armenian Assembly

NYC Times Square Armenian Genocide Commemoration 2019
By TALEEN BABAYAN

Armenian youth forming a shoorch bar in Times Square (Photos by Taleen Babayan)
Singer Elie Berberyan along with Paul Malakhanian (keyboard), Marco (drums) and Vagharshak

Adamyan (duduk and clarinet)

Cont. on p.9

NOR OR ENG.April 25 copy:Layout 1  4/30/19  10:58 PM  Page 2



9Thursday« May 2, 2019
Üáñ úñ

Exactly one hundred and four years
ago world witnessed the first systematic
genocide when the international law had
adopted no specific legal remedies to
prevent such atrocities or decades before
Raphael Lemkin coined the term “Geno-
cide” in 1944. The calamity that befell Ar-
menian people lived in Ottoman Empire
have been widely discussed as one of the
macabre events recorded in human his-
tory as it took more hundred thousands
of Armenian lives, yet up to this day
Turkish government has denied the
events took place in Turkey against Ar-
menians. The facts which paved the path
to slaughter Armenians were filled with
the rise and of nationalism in Ottoman
Turkey and also it fair to assume Armen-
ian people were caught between the two
belligerent powers of Russia and Turkey
and later took the pretext to considering
some Armenians were loyal to Russia as
a good strategy to carry out their mas-
sacre. The Armenian genocide was exe-
cuted under the chief motive of
eliminating the whole Armenian popula-
tion from Ottoman territory.

The atrocities against Armenians
were given legitimacy as Turkish gov-
ernment promulgated temporary law of
deportation and temporary law of ex-
propriation and confiscation, which
granted a legitimate way to get rid of Ar-
menian population and also to eventu-
ally to acquire their properties as well.
After the defeat of Ottoman empire and
central European powers in First World
War the actions taken by allies in 1919
Paris peace conference against the per-
petrators of Armenian genocide. The de-
cision of conducting a trial for the
perpetrators was culminated in Treaty of
Severes as its article 230 states that the
Ottoman Empire “hand over to the Al-
lied Powers the persons whose surrender
may be required by the latter as being re-
sponsible for the massacres committed
during the continuance of the state of
war on territory which formed part of the
Ottoman Empire on August 1, 1914.”
However the allied attempt to establish
a proper trial on Armenian genocide was
faded into oblivion as the prosecutors
found no solid evidence to reprimand
Ottoman officers involved in Armenian
genocide and eventually most of them
were walked free without being charged.

Most interesting question pertinent to
Armenian genocide remaining today is
the ambiguity of assessing the planned
intention of Ottoman government to ex-
terminate Armenian population system-
atically. According to Article 2 of
Genocide Convention adopted in 1948,

the element of genocide can be proven
when such acts were committed against
national, ethnical, racial or religious
group” with “the intent to destroy [it] in
whole or in part”. The common rhetori-
cal quibble which has been often used to
cover the Turkish responsibility over Ar-
menian genocide is that the genocide
convention was not existing at that time
when those heinous crimes were oc-
curred. However the prohibition of in-
ternational law is in inherent part of
peremptory norms ( JusCogens ) in in-
ternational law  which binds all the states
to eliminate such crimes and bring the
perpetrators before justice. Regarding the
state responsibility of Turkey as the liable
party who took the initiatives of obliter-
ating Armenian population from its ter-
ritory, it is interesting to observe that
Ottoman rule was ceased to exist after
their defeat of First World War and the
emergence of Kemal Ataturk’s secular
Turkey denied accepting the responsibil-
ities for such acts occurred in the past
and pay compensation for the victim un-
like how Germany felt humiliated on
their Nazi past after Second World War
and adopted a policy of providing com-
pensation for the descendants. Instead of
moving to embrace the guiltiness of the
past, the republic of Turkey seemed to
have negated the factual reality from its
masses through various methods.

As an example when the whole Ar-
menian diaspora around the world com-
memorated  103rd anniversary last year,
Turkish president declared bringing
genocide charges against Turkey is akin
to “blackmailing” his country. Moreover
the creating a public discourse about
their notorious imperial past of Ottoman
Empire has been completely trampled by
legal apparatus of Turkey as Article 301

of current penal code of Turkey has pe-
nalized criticizing Turkishness as a crim-
inal offence. Many journalists and
activists including Turkish bestselling
novelist Orhan Pamuk were repri-
manded in Turkey under this outrageous
section of Turkish penal code, because
they had audacity to condemn the atroc-
ities took place in the past against Arme-
nians lived in Ottoman territory.

Tracing the state responsibility of
modern Turkey for the acts occurred in
the past from international law perspec-
tive drives modern day scholars for a
labyrinth to seek the connectivity of the
past and state responsibility. Legal histo-
rian Vahagn Avedian has suggested in
his article titled State Identity, Continu-
ity, and Responsibility: The Ottoman Em-
pire, the Republic of Turkey and the
Armenian Genocide” the responsibility
lies in modern Turkey as it is the contin-
uation of Ottoman Empire and his con-
tention is based on the fact that only
some minor changes happened when the
republic replaced the empire. He shows
many of those accused of war crimes and
illegal confiscations were elevated to
high positions in the republic and almost
none was convicted for the committed
internationally wrongful acts.

The lack of solid evidence and con-
stant denial of Turkish government in
both past and present has always hin-
dered the threshold of creating genocide
charges for the brutal acts committed
against Armenian population, neverthe-
less the evidence left by some witnesses
show the exact intent of Ottoman regime
to eradicate Armenian community from
their empire. As an example the memo-
ries written by American consulate in
Harput Mr. Leslie Davis provide solid
evidence of the horrendous massacre of

Armenian civilians in the province of
Harput. When it comes to tracing the in-
tentional element of carrying out such
heinous acts it is clear that orders
stemmed from the authorities of Ot-
toman Empire to preserve its purity and
the background before the events took
place demonstrate the fact that Ottomans
possessed the clear intention getting rid
of its Armenian community. Since the in-
dividual responsibility lies in state ambi-
guity to prove today as all the
responsible persons for Armenian geno-
cide are dead and gone, the concern of
state responsibility can be an ideal tool to
use against Turkey from international
legal perspective. In the context of bring-
ing Turkey before justice the role of Eu-
ropean Court of Human Rights can be
taken as an ideal example as both Turkey
and present day Armenia are members of
the court. However due to the total ab-
sence of cases for the Armenian Geno-
cide, the ECHR could draw arguments
from other supranational courts where it
is encouraged to foment dialogue be-
tween the courts’ judges. Indeed, even
functionally specialized tribunals remain
part of an integrated and interconnected
system and have recourse to the same
basic sources of international law.

All in all the attempt of proving
Turkey’s responsibility international law
by using available remedies through ICJ,
ECHR of International Criminal Court
seem to be twilight as I pointed above
due to lack of clear evidence and other
anomalies, yet the justice for the victims
only can be rendered by going for a mu-
tual reconciliation between modern state
of Armenia and Republic of Turkey. The
current camaraderie between France and
German has shown us the one bitter en-
emies can become closer friends through
good actions which eventually heal the
memories of past and as it has been more
than 100 years since this heinous crimes
took place against Armenian people,
Turkey should at least declare a note of
apology for the victims and I believe
such an act coming from the state whish
was responsible for the actions would
make more sense than grappling with
vague circumstances under international
law to prove justice. 

*Anastasia Glazova is a PhD researcher
in Faculty of Law in Higher School of Eco-
nomics in Moscow. Her research areas in-
clude international law, international
maritime law, law of the sea and international
human rights law. She can be reached at
angla.1892[at]mail.ru

moderndiplomacy.eu

International Law
Turkish denial of Armenian genocide and application of international law for justice

By Punsara Amarasinghe and Anastasia Glazova*

of America), Dr. Vaghenag Tarpinian (Armenian Demo-
cratic League - Ramgavars), Ken Hachikian (Armenian Na-
tional Committee America) and Gerard Kassabian, Esq.
(Armenian Bar Association). 

The Armenian Radio Hour of New Jersey, led by direc-
tor Vartan Abdo, streamed the event live in video format
worldwide, reaching more than 50,000 viewers with the as-
sistance of his dedicated volunteer staff. The 104th Armen-
ian Genocide Commemoration in Times Square was
organized by the Mid-Atlantic chapters of the Knights and
Daughters of Vartan. Co-sponsors included the Armenian
General Benevolent Union, the Armenian Assembly of

America, the Armenian National Committee of America,
the ADL-Ramgavars, and the Armenian Council of Amer-
ica. Participating organizations included the Diocese of the
Armenian Church of America (Eastern), Prelacy of the Ar-
menian Church, Armenian Missionary Association of
America, Armenian Presbyterian Church, the Armenian
Evangelical Church, the Armenian Catholic Eparchy for
U.S. and Canada and numerous Armenian youth organiza-
tions, including the Armenian Church Youth Organization
of America, the Armenian Network of America, the Ar-
menian Youth Federation, Homenetmen Scouts,
Hamazkayin Cultural Association, Tekeyan Cultural Asso-
ciation, Armenian Students Association, AGBU Young Pro-
fessionals, Armenian-American Study Genocide (a UN
NGO organization) and tri-state Armenian college and uni-
versity clubs,

Founded in 1985 by the late Sam Azadian, a former
Brooklyn, New York resident, who lost four siblings during
the Armenian Genocide, the Armenian Genocide Com-
memoration at Times Square has honored the 1.5+ million
Armenian lives lost during the horrific events of the 1915
Genocide of the Armenians by the Young Turk Government
of the Ottoman Empire. This internationally-recognized an-
nual event draws thousands of Armenians and non-Ar-
menian participants to commemorate the solemn occasion.
The event features speeches and tributes delivered by
prominent political figures and civic leaders, officials of the
Knights and Daughters of Vartan, representatives of major
Armenian-American organizations, and distinguished
scholars and educators as well as high-ranking Armenian
and non-Armenian clergy.



NYC Times Square...
Cont. from p.8
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Laguna Beach High
School sophomore and
parishioner at St. Mary
Armenian Church in
Costa Mesa, Joseph Ho-
vanesian was honored
on Wednesday night
with the Eagle Scout
Project of the Year
award at the Eagle Scout
recognition dinner of
the Orange County
Council of the Boy
Scouts.  His project involved creating a
sewing program for the nonprofit youth
shelter, Orran, in Armenia and was cho-
sen among 724 other competing projects.  

Hovanesian, whose video describing
his project was played for the audience of
500 at the recognition dinner also takes
part in drama and Destination Imagina-
tion at Laguna Beach High School and has
been part of St. Mary Sunday School since
first grade, the same time he joined scout-
ing.  He dreamed up the project in the
spring of 2017, when his family was plan-
ning a two-week summer vacation to Ar-
menia.  “I’ve always enjoyed creating
things, and I had learned to sew the year
before.  I wanted my Eagle project to ben-
efit young people in Armenia,” he said.  

He learned about Orran, a shelter in
Armenia’s capital city that takes children
who were found begging on the street and
gives them educational and enriching
after-school activities.  After talking to
Orran’s director, Armine Hovannisian, he
learned sewing was notably missing from
their offerings, so Joseph set out to raise
$1,500 in the US to buy Orran two sewing
machines and supply them with enough
fabric and supplies for a year’s worth of
teaching.

To raise the money, Joseph created a
website, made an appearance on Laguna
Beach’s KX radio’s Caroline’s Cause Cor-
ner with Caroline Rustigian, and made
presentations at St. Mary Church.  An out-
pouring of support ensued. He raised
over $5,000—more than twice his goal--
and received five large duffel bags of do-

nated fabric, much of it from a seamstress
in the church congregation and from Pa-
cific Coast Drapery Manufacturing,
owned by Sam Eidt, the dad of a fellow
Scout.  With the added funds, Joseph’s
project was able to buy four sewing ma-
chines and support the salary of a teacher
in Armenia for the sewing program’s first
year. 

With his family and his donated sup-
plies, Joseph traveled to Armenia and
taught the first lessons to about 20 local
children, over two days teaching them the
basics of how to use a sewing machine
and to make pillows of different shapes.
“Before the trip, we did a dry run sewing
lesson with my guy friends in Laguna to
get me ready, but I actually found it easier
to teach a bunch of girls whose language
I didn’t speak in Armenia because they
paid much closer attention,” said Joseph. 

At LBHS, Joseph takes part in drama
and Destination Imagination and has
been a Scout since he joined Tiger Cubs in
first grade.  Only one in 25 Boy Scouts
earns the Eagle rank. The requirements in-
clude leadership experience, 21 merit
badges ranging in topic from Environ-
mental Science to Lifesaving, and a serv-
ice project where the Scout plans,
develops, and gives leadership in a sig-
nificant effort that benefits others.

Orran is a shelter embracing socially
vulnerable children and the elderly with
locations in Yerevan and Vanadzor.  To
learn more about Orran, visit
www.Orran.am.



ORANGE COUNTY’S EAGLE SCOUT
PROJECT OF THE YEAR AWARDED TO
JOSEPH HOVANESIAN FOR HIS
CONTRIBUTION TO ORRAN’S CHILDREN
CENTER IN YEREVAN
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