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A PUBLICATION OF ARMENIAN DEMOCRATIC LIBERAL PARTY, WESTERN DISTRICT COMMITTEE OF THE UNITED STATES

Thursday, April 25, 2019
Vol. 97, #17

Community-wide panel discussion
Friday, April 26, 2019, 7:30 pm

Community-wide panel discussion on "Demands, Restitution, Justice" relative
to the Armenian Genocide and featuring three distinguished speakers, Roman-

ian Parliament Deputy Varujan Vosganian, international lawyer Karnig
Kerkonian, and University of Southern California Professor Frank Zerunyan

St. Gregory Armenian Catholic Church
1510 E Mountain Street, Glendale, CA 91207

Los Angeles, CA – Today, Rep. Adam Schiff
(D-Glendale), Vice Chair of the Armenian-
American Caucus, released a statement in
recognition of the Armenian Genocide:

“104 years ago, the

Ottoman Empire mur-

dered 1.5 million Arme-

nians in the first

genocide of the 20th cen-

tury. That is a stark and

terrible fact, one on

which there is no debate.

The facts of the genocide

were recorded in real

time by our diplomats

who watched the slaugh-

ter in horror.

“It is shameful that

presidents from both par-

ties, including President Trump today, have

issued statements that describe the facts of

the genocide, but stop short of calling it

what it was. The denial of the genocide is

an enduring wound to the Armenian peo-

ple who descended from survivors to build

lives here in the United States, in Armenia,

and around the world.

“For far too long, Turkey has been al-

lowed to exercise a veto on the U.S. gov-

ernment's recognition of the genocide. That

has always been outrageous, but as Turkey

sinks into dictatorship,

purchases Russian mis-

sile defense systems, and

even assaults Americans

on our soil, it is simply a

farce. It must end.

“Nearly 90 members

of the House have al-

ready joined as cospon-

sors of the Armenian

Genocide resolution, and

we will continue to build

on this support. The

truth is on our side. The

memory of those who

were lost is on our side. The resilience and

strength of the Armenian people to survive

and rebuild is on our side. Today we re-

member the victims of Armenian Genocide

and we affirm the survival and flourishing

of the Armenian people. Tomorrow, we get

back to work to secure full recognition, and

we will never rest until we succeed.”

WASHINGTON, D.C. - President Don-

ald Trump's April 24th statement on the

104th anniversary of the Armenian Geno-

cide is a missed opportunity to end geno-

cide denial, reported the Armenian

Assembly of America (Assembly).

"The failure to squarely acknowledge

the Armenian Genocide reflects a pattern

not only in this year's presidential state-

ment, but past administrations as well that

fosters an atmosphere for denial and em-

powers authoritarian regimes to persecute

Christians and other minorities," stated

Assembly Executive Director Bryan Ar-

douny. "A genocide denied is an injustice

to all who are being persecuted," he

added.

The plight of the Armenian people

captured the attention of the American

public with President Woodrow Wilson

stating that "the sympathy for Armenia

among our people has sprung from un-

tainted consciences, pure Christian faith,

and an earnest desire to see Christian peo-

ple everywhere succored in their time of

suffering, and lifted from their abject sub-

jection and distress and enabled to stand

upon their feet and take their place among

the free nations of the world."

President Theodore Roosevelt stated

that the atrocities committed by the "Turks

on the Armenians" was "so hideous that it

is difficult to name them...people whose

little children are murdered and their

women raped." In a letter to Cleveland

Dodge, who led the congressionally char-

tered Near East Relief organization head-

quartered in New York City, President

Roosevelt stated further that it "was the

greatest crime of the war, and failure to act

against Turkey is to condone it..." Through

the efforts of the Near East Relief, over

$2.5 billion (in 2019 dollars) was raised at

the time to help the survivors of the first

genocide of the twentieth century.

While this year's statement reflected a

dictionary definition of genocide and also

used an Armenian expression, Medz

Yeghern, it fell short of President Ronald

Reagan's declarative statement in 1981:

"Like the genocide of the Armenians be-

fore it, and the genocide of the Cambodi-

ans which followed it - and like too many

other such persecutions of too many other

peoples - the lessons of the Holocaust

must never be forgotten."

Earlier this month, bipartisan Armen-

ian Genocide resolutions were introduced

in both the Senate spearheaded by Sens.

Robert Menendez (D-NJ) & Ted Cruz (R-

TX) and in the House of Representatives

spearheaded by Reps. Adam Schiff (D-

CA) & Gus Bilirakis (R-FL). The same

week, the Armenian Assembly joined

Members of Congress for the Congres-

sional Armenian Genocide Commemora-

tion on Capitol Hill, and together paid

tribute to the victims and survivors. 

In addition, this month the Armenian

National Institute (ANI) released a digital

exhibit: "The United States Military in the

First Republic of Armenia 1919-1920,"

which documents the extent of U.S. hu-

manitarian intervention during the time of

the Armenian Genocide. Based upon the

photographic collection of an American

medical officer, Dr. Walter P. Davenport,

the exhibit reveals the depth and breadth

of measures taken by U.S. military per-

sonnel to stabilize the humanitarian crisis

in Armenia, and especially the caretaking

of the most vulnerable part of the popula-

tion through hospitals, orphanages, food

distribution points, and other facilities.

U.S. President Donald Trump has issued
a statement on April 24th, the Armenian
Genocide Remembrance Day, but once again
refused to use the term “genocide”.

“Today, we commemorate the Meds

Yeghern and honor the memory of those

who suffered in one of the worst mass

atrocities of the 20th century.  Beginning

in 1915, one and a half million Armeni-

ans were deported, massacred, or

marched to their deaths in the final years

of the Ottoman Empire.  On this day of

remembrance, we again join the Armen-

ian community in America and around

the world in mourning the many lives

lost.

On this day, we also honor and rec-

ognize the work of those who tried to

end the violence, as well as those who

sought to ensure atrocities like this

would not be repeated, like human rights

activist and lawyer Raphael Lemkin.  We

recall the contributions of generous

Americans who helped save lives and re-

build Armenian communities.  As we

honor the memory of those who suffered,

we also draw inspiration from the

courage and resiliency of the Armenian

people who, in the face of tremendous

adversity, built vibrant communities

around the world, including in the

United States.

We pledge to learn from past

tragedies so as to not to repeat them.  We

welcome the efforts of Armenians and

Turks to acknowledge and reckon with

their painful history.  And we stand with

the Armenian people in recalling the

lives lost during the Meds Yeghern and

reaffirm our commitment to a more

peaceful world”, Trump said in the state-

ment published through the White

House.



Colorado House of Representatives recognizes
independence of Artsakh

ARMENPRESS. Colorado House of Representatives adapted a resolution on April

24 condemning the Armenian Genocide, recognizing Artsakh’s independence as a sep-

arate point, ARMENPRESS reports Member of the Armenian National Committee of

Western Region Simon Maghakyan told “Yerkir Media”.

Rep. Schiff Statement in Recognition of the
Armenian Genocide

APRIL 24TH STATEMENT MISSED OPPORTUNITY
TO END GENOCIDE DENIAL

“We commemorate the Meds Yeghern and honor the
memory of those who suffered in one of the worst

mass atrocities of the 20th century”
US President’s statement onArmenian Remembrance Day
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Psalm 121 Recitation
Contest at Merdinian
School

“Oh, how I love your law! I meditate on

it all day long.” Psalm 119:97

On Tuesday, April 9, 2019, Third –

Eighth grade students participated in a

recitation contest. Each grade level recited

Psalm 121 in Armenian.

All the grades did an awesome job!

Third grade Red class students won first

place and eighth graders got second place.

Both classes received awards for diligently

memorizing God’s Word! The rest got

bookmarks with Bible verses. 

We pray our kids would grow “in wis-

dom and stature, and in favor with God

and man.” Luke 2:52

Holy Communion Chapel
Service at Merdinian Armenian
Evangelical School

On Thursday morning, April 11, 2019,

Rev. Serop Megerditchian, Senior Pastor of

Armenian Cilicia Evangelical Church of

Pasadena led the morning Worship Service

and served Holy Communion to the stu-

dents and faculty.

Religion Department Chair, Ms. Lena

Ekmekjian opened the service with a word

of prayer and led the students in a worship

song. Third grade students, who had won

Psalm 121 Recitation Contest, recited the

Psalm. Rev. Megerditchian blessed the

bread and grape juice and all partook the

Holy Communion in remembrance of all

the sacrifice Christ did for our salvation. 

“…the Lord Jesus, took bread, and

when He had given thanks, He broke it and

said,

“This is My body, which is for you; do

this in remembrance of Me.”…1 Cor. 11:23,

24

The communion service ended with

Rev. Megerditchian’s prayer.

As Jesus’ followers, this Holy Com-

munion practice helped the kids joyously

understand and follow the command of

their savior and Lord Jesus Christ!

Submitted by

Lena Ekmekjian

Northridge,

CA:--On Thurs-

day, April 11,

2019, at the

Glendale Cen-

tral Public Li-

brary, the

Armenian Stud-

ies Program

(ASA) at Cali-

fornia State Uni-

v e r s i t y ,

N o r t h r i d g e

(CSUN) and

Haigazian Uni-

versity (HU),

Beirut, organ-

ized a presenta-

tion of attorney

Roupen Avshar-

ian’s two-volume book, titled On the

Record: Armenian Deputies in the

Lebanese Parliaments, published by the

HU Press. The event, which was also co-

sponsored by the Armenian Bar Associa-

tion, took place under the High Patronage

of the Consul General of Lebanon, Her Ex-

cellency Ms. Mirna Khawly, in the presence

of a full capacity audience.

CSUN Armenian Studies Program Di-

rector Dr. Vahram Shemmassian in his

opening remarks highlighted the impor-

tant characteristics of the two tomes com-

prising a total of 1,336 pages: meticulously

researched, lucidly written, highly analyt-

ical, generously illustrated, unique as a

phenomenon given no other confes-

sional/political group in Lebanon has pro-

duced such work, and underscoring the

contribution of Armenians to the welfare

of Lebanon in general.

Dr. Shemmassian then introduced the

Consul General, whose career path has

taken her to Yerevan, Armenia, among

other diplomatic posts.  In her remarks,

Ms. Khawly thanked the organizers and

the author, and mentioned that Armenia

and the Armenians had a special place in

her mind and heart.

Dr. Hasmig Baran, Chairperson of the

HU Board of Trustees and Lecturer of Ar-

menian Studies at CSUN, afterwards took

the podium, briefly explained the work of

the HU and especially the Center of Ar-

menian Diaspora Studies, and thanked the

Los Angeles chapter of the HU Alumni As-

sociation for hosting the reception of the

evening. She then introduced the main

speaker, Mr. Avsharian, to present the

book. What follows is a summary of his

talk.   

Volume I and II of the On the Record:

Armenian Deputies in the Lebanese Par-

liaments are the culmination of research

and analysis of the Official Records of

Lebanese Chamber of Deputies and the Of-

ficial Gazettes of the Lebanese Republic

from the early days of the French Mandate

in 1922 until 2017. Both volumes assess the

importance of the involvement of 31

Lebanese-Armenian deputies in the leg-

islative proceedings.

When France and the Allied Powers in

1923 executed the Treaty of Lausanne with

Turkey, the issue of nationality of the resi-

dents of Greater Lebanon, in general, and

of the Armenians, in particular, surfaced

within the political circles in Greater

Lebanon. Article 30 of the Lausanne Treaty

gave the right to all people that resided in

the areas liberated from the Ottoman Em-

pire in World War I to be considered citi-

zens of those territories. As a result,

Armenians who had arrived in Lebanon

from Turkey and had established residency

on or before August 30, 1924 were allowed

to become Lebanese citizens. 

The first Lebanese-Armenian who was

elected to the Parliament was Abdullah

Is’haq, a Catholic Armenian from Beirut in

1929. Is’haq was elected as a deputy to the

seat allocated to the Minorities.  The

French Authorities allocated one seat to the

Armenian Orthodox community in a 25-

member Chamber and Vahram Leilekian

was elected as the first Armenian Ortho-

dox Deputy in the Lebanese Parliament in

1934. Duirng the 1937 elections, 2 out of 63

seats were allocated to the Armenian Or-

thodox Community in Beirut: Khosrov Tu-

tundjian was elected and Vahram Leilekian

was appointed by President Emile Edde.

Free France granted independence to

Lebanon on November 26, 1941 and rein-

stated certain provisions of the Lebanese

Constitution pending the election of a new

parliament in March 1943. Two seats were

allocated in the 55-member parliament to

the Lebanese-Armenians: Movses Der-

Kaloustian and Hratchia Shamlian were

the 1st two Armenian deputies elected

after Independence.  Der-Kaloustian

served as a deputy for 29 years until his re-

tirement in 1972. 

The 1950 Election Law raised the num-

ber of the deputies to 77 and allocated 4

seats to the Armenians. For the first time,

Bourj Hammoud had its own seat in addi-

tion to a Catholic Armenian seat from

Beirut, which was secured as a result of the

direct mediation of Cardinal Aghajanian

with the Vatican in 1947 for the official

recognition of the Lebanese Independence.

During the 1951 elections, Der-Kaloustian,

Melkon Hayrabedian, Joseph Chader, and

Dickran Tosbat were elected.  Tosbat was a

very active legislator and notorious for

being controversial. Chader was the first

Lebanese-Armenian Catholic deputy to be

elected and was re-elected 7 consecutive

times until he passed away in 1977. Chader

was the first Lebanese-Armenian who held

a ministerial post as Minister of Public

Planning and later as Minister of Finance

in Prime Minister Sami El Solh’s Govern-

ment in 1958. 

Khatchig Babikian joined the Lebanese

Parliament in 1957 and served consecu-

tively until his passing in December 1999.

He was the longest serving Lebanese-Ar-

menian deputy ever. During his legislative

career of almost half a century, Babikian

represented the Lebanese-Armenian com-

munity before different tribunals, and pro-

moted and safeguarded their political

rights. 

Volume II starts off with the legislative

elections of 1972, when 6 Lebanese-Ar-

menian Deputies were elected: Joseph

Chader, who passed away in 1977 and was

not replaces;

B a b i k i a n ,

S o u r e n

Khanamirian;

M e l k o n

Eblighatian;

A n t r a n i g

Manoukian;

and Ara Yere-

vanian. The

1972 elected

MPs served

for 20 years

and lived

through the

Lebanese Civil

War (1975-

1990). 

In the 1992

l e g i s l a t i v e

elections, in addition to the incumbents

Babikian and Khanamirian, 5 new faces

joined the Lebanese Parliament: Yeghia

Jeredjian; Hagop Choukhadarian; Nouri-

jan Demirdjian; Shahe Barsoumian; and

George Kassarji. In 1996, however, Abra-

ham Dedeyan replaced Demirdjian and Se-

bouh Hovnanian replaced Barsoumian.  In

2000, Hagop Kassardjian, Jean Ogassapian

and Serge Toursarkissian were elected as

new deputies 

The assassination of Prime Minister

Rafik El Hariri changed the political land-

scape of Lebanon. Two new antagonistic

coalitions came into existence: The March 8

and the March 14 alliances. As a result, the

political division amongst the Lebanese

Armenian political parties surfaced, and

the 2005 elections were led with such di-

vide. 

During the 2009 elections. Jean Ogas-

sapian, Sebouh Kalpakian, Arthur Nazar-

ian, Serge Toursarkissian, Hagop

Pakradounian and Shant Chinchinian

were elected. As the previous elections, the

political divide amongst the Armenian

deputies was obvious, as Pakradounian

and Nazarian sided with the March 8

Coalition, whereas Ogassapian, Kalpakian,

Toursarkissian, and Chinchinian sided

with the March 14 Alliance.

Pakradounian became a deputy in 2005

and was re-elected in 2009. He was a mem-

ber of the Foreign Affairs and the Dis-

placed Affairs Committees during the 21st

Parliament, and then the Foreign Affairs

and the Youth & Sports Committees in the

22nd Parliament. Pakradounian has been

an outspoken deputy and given a few

speeches during his term at the Parliament. 

As the Republic of Armenia gained in-

dependence in 1991, official Lebanon-Ar-

menia bilateral issues started to be

considered by the Lebanese Parliament, in-

cluding the International Land Trans-

portation Agreement in 1996; the

Friendship and Cooperation Agreement in

1998; and the Coordination Agreement for

Higher Education in 1999.

Furthermore, in 1997 the Lebanese Par-

liament considered and adopted a pro-

posal recognizing the pain and suffering

experienced by the Lebanese-Armenians

between 1915 and 1923. In 2000, the

Lebanese Parliament officially recognized

the Armenian Genocide perpetrated by the

Ottoman Government beginning in 1915.

After the presentation the audience

was given the opportunity to ask questions

to the author.  This session was followed

by a reception and book signing. The pro-

ceeds from the sales were to be earmarked

for HU scholarships as per the author’s

kind request.     



CSUN Armenian Studies and Haigazian University Jointly Presented Roupen
Avsharian's Book on Armenian Deputies in the Lebanese Parliaments

Armenia makes part of the
payment required for the
acquisition of Su-30
fighter jets

Armenia has already made part of the

payment required for the acquisition of

Su-30 fighter jets, ARMENPRESS reports,

citing “Ria Novosti”, Defense Minister of

Armenia Davit Tonoyan said.

He emphasized that in the 1st stage

Armenia will be supplied by 4 fighter

jets. “We have already paid part of the

sum”, he said.

Tonoyan added that Armenia will

continue buying Russian arms in the fu-

ture.
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A small portion – to be exact 160 acres – of land de-

tached from paradise the dwelling place of God, deco-

rated and protected by mountain views of pine and

redwood trees. As you enter the camp the silence and

beauty captivate you, taking your cares away. Silence

and the hush-hush sound of the trees simply captivates

you: You have arrived Camp Vatché Hovsepian, A Por-

tion of Paradise.

The winding highway 180 has brought you up to the

Sequoias with scary twist and turns of the road. But the

road that leads to Camp, your final destination, has chip-

munks and mountain quails cheering as you drive in.

The Barsam and Ketchoyan Lakes dominate your first

glance and your soul is humbled. Soon you realize that

our camp will become a little Armenia and you are eager

to pray on bended knee, thanking God for the beauty of

this camp setting.

The beauty of the surrounding open space with two

lakes, football field, camp fire at night, and the graceful

mountain deer with their babies, excites your heart and

opens your soul for the wonders that will happen

throughout your stay. The immense cows with their

milk-loaded udders and their king-sized droppings are

there to remind you that you are sharing nature with

them. By the time those imperial size buses enter the

campgrounds you are eager with anticipation. The bus

drivers masterfully navigate the narrow one-lane roads

to get the excited campers safely to their destination. It

is simply astonishing. Bravo to them!

The camp staff, counselors and clergy welcome you

with big smiles and open arms. Campers immediately

are assigned to their cabins. The children step out of the

bus onto the ground with their huge bags, obviously

loaded with the goodies and delicacies. No candy

please! We need to keep the mountain bears away, be-

cause they can smell the candy from miles away. The ex-

citement of camp is so great and the enjoyable activities

that are in the plans overtake your emotions. You don’t

even have time to call home informing of your arrival.

Soon after evening prayers and dinner, you retire to your

cabin. There the camaraderie of the new camp family be-

gins with counselors and cabin mates.

The first day at the camp is always the most difficult.

You separate a child from an adult. Obviously, children,

some of whom are away from home for the first time,

have fears and they can destroy the tranquility of camp

with their crying. Tears come down from their cheeks

like the River Jordan. They scream: “I want my parents!”

Then the committee makes adjustments if necessary. At

one point, when a particular child created a commotion,

we called his father who gently, yet firmly, admonished

the child to enjoy his time with other campers and that

there was no coming home! Like Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde

this child changed his outlook and immediately began

enjoying our Camp.

Soon after the wholesome breakfast with a variety of

different foods was served and finished, the camp be-

comes alive and active with a wide variety of scheduled

activity throughout the day. You may think it looks like

a ghost-town at times because you don’t see anyone out

in the open. However, when you move around, you start

noticing a class under a tree, another by the mess hall,

and yet another by the swimming pool or in the arts and

crafts area. Everyone is actively engaged in the activi-

ties.

The Ketchoyan Lake provides all the swimming fa-

cilities, boating and rafting too. At the field children are

playing baseball or football. Ping-pong tables are always

fun. The generosity of the local area farmers is evident

with a constant supply of mouth-watering fruits. I watch

as a young man hits the ball and I remember how the

staff and campers roared every time I would hit a home-

run, many times so-far and so-direct that I would break

a window on one of the cabins. I acted as a camper par-

ticipating in the educational, athletic and recreational

and social programs. How can we forget Uncle Vahan

with his delightful entertainment?

My first experience after I came from Canada… After

a long day, I would retire into my room and enjoy the

fellowship of a wonderful group of parents who made

our camp a reality. Gratefully we remember Anita

Kazandjian and Ruby Tateosian for their delicious cook-

ies as a late-night snack. A few hours later all I could

hear in the silence of the night: trombone-level snoring!

God rest their souls – Santo Jandigian and Greg

Mikaelian were the masters of the snore!

The dream of having our own church camp began

decades ago when concerned and dedicated persons

with vision and a sense of responsibility for the future

of our people and children took the original first steps,

initiated by the late Patriarch Archbishop Torkom

Manoogian. The committee headed by John Ketchoyan,

Greg Cherezian, Santo Jandigian, Bob Barsam, Vartkes

Barsam, included Dr. Arthur Petoyan, Aram Boghosian

and Haig Krikorian and many others who generously

gave their time to find a suitable location for our camp.

The Ketchoyan residents, for a long time, served as the

Camp Headquarters. From Dinky Creek, Sugar Pine,

Frazier Park, Camp Gains, Greek Camp, etc… through

all of this, we kept our goal and vision ahead of us: A

permanent camp for our children. Finally, Fr. Kevork

Arakelian and Eli Garabedian rang the bells of victory!

There was an ideal campsite for purchase. We delegated

John Toutelian, Vartkes Barsam and Fr. Kevork to the

courthouse and hail to us! We purchased the present

campsite which belonged to Olympian Bob Mathias.

Whether it’s finishing or singing around the camp-

fire, the opportunities are unlike any other for the chil-

dren who attend Camp. As I observe the children

playing and filling the mountain air with their laughs

and enjoyment, I am sure that others too understand the

tremendous benefits that this Camp has provided and

continues to provide to our Diocese. Other groups have

benefitted from our camp. As the Primate, it gave me

tremendous pleasure and spiritual satisfaction to see

campers from the Bay Area, the San Joaquim Valley,

Southern California and as far away as Mexico City,

Canada and Lyon France rejoicing and enjoying the

camp facility. Since the beginning of the Camp 50 years

over 30,000 people have enjoyed the camp. Campers

have thanked God from their bottom of their hearts and

they have become brothers and sisters until now.

Many children who were once campers have met

and married their spouses at the camp. All have bene-

fitted from the ethics and moral fiber that has been in-

grained in every portion of the Camp program. Many of

yesterday’s campers are the leaders of our camp and

church communities today. Like ACYO members, they

are serving at our alters or in administration of our

church as delegates, parish council members, Ladies So-

ciety members.

Today the Primate, Archbishop Hovnan Derderian,

with his frequent visits delivers his message to the

campers. It is a message that resounds in their young

hearts and becomes the seeds for their service to the

church. We thank the clergy of the Diocese, teachers,

parishes, farmers for assistance and their participation

by coming up to camp and establishing and nurturing

the warm family relationship.

As we stand in worship at the camp, following a full-

day’s activities, many times the gentle deer would be by

us as a reminder that this is their own territory and in

this “portion of paradise” the Armenian Church spirit is

alive and will continue to stay alive for future genera-

tions to enjoy.

God bless our Armenian Church and this “portion of

paradise” known as Camp Archbishop Vatché Hov-

sepian.        

CAMP ARCHBISHOP VATCHÉ HOVSEPIAN:
A PORTION OF PARADISE 

By Archbishop Vatché Hovsepian

Armenian Genocide recognition is
important for preventing possible
genocides in the future – Pashinyan

YEREVAN, APRIL 24, ARMENPRESS. Prime Min-
ister of Armenia Nikol Pashinyan emphasizes that the in-
ternational recognition of the Armenian Genocide is very
important for Armenia, ARMENPRESS reports Pashinyan
said during live broadcast of the "60 minutes" program of
Russia 1 TV. “You know that today is the commemoration
day of the victims of the Armenian Genocide, which took
place in 1915-1922 in the Ottoman Empire. This is a very
important day for us and I think that this is a very impor-
tant day for the entire humanity. And the process of the in-
ternational recognition of the Armenian Genocide is very
important for us because we think that this is a very impor-
tant process for preventing all possible genocides in the fu-
ture. I would like to emphasize that still in 1995 the State
Duma of the Russian Federation officially recognized the
Armenian Genocide and we, of course, highly appreciate
Russia’s position”, Pashinyan said.
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“The Art of Armenia:
An Introduction”

Mission Hills, Calif. The Ararat-Eskijian-

Museum, The National Association for Armenian

Studies and Research (NAASR), present  “The Art of

Armenia: An Introduction” an Illustrated Lecture by

Dr. Christina Maranci Arthur H. Dadian and Ara

Oztemel Professor of Armenian Art and Architec-

ture, Tufts University .

Sunday, April 28, 2019, at 4:00 PM. Ararat-Eski-

jian Museum—Sheen Chapel 15105 Mission Hills

Road Mission Hills, CA 

Armenia has a material history and visual cul-

ture that reaches back to the Paleolithic era.  Prof.

Christina Maranci’s newly published “The Art of Ar-

menia: An Introduction”, provides a survey of the

arts of Armenia from antiquity to the early modern

times.  It covers a wide range of media, including ar-

chitecture, stone sculpture, works in metal, wood,

and cloth, manuscript illumination, and ceramic arts,

and places Armenian art within broad historical,

archeological, and cultural contexts. The Art of Ar-

menia offers students, scholars, and heritage readers

of the Armenian community something long desired

but never before available: a complete and authori-

tative introduction to 3000 years of Armenian art,

archeology, architecture, and design. 

Christina Maranci is Arthur H. Dadian and Ara T.

Oztemel Professor of Armenian Art and serves as

Chair of the Department of Art and Art History at

Tufts University, as well as an academic advisor to

the Armenian Museum of America and to NAASR.

She has published and lectured widely, having au-

thored three previous monographs and over seventy

essays, articles, and reviews, including the books

Medieval Armenian Architecture: Constructions of

Race and Nation (2001) and Vigilant Powers: Three

Churches of Early Medieval Armenia (2015).  For the

latter work in 2016 she received from NAASR the Dr.

Sona Aronian Book Prize for Excellence in Armen-

ian Studies.  Her work combines scholarship on the

history of Armenian art and architecture with advo-

cacy for at-risk Armenian heritage, particularly me-

dieval monuments in the Republic of Turkey. 

Copies of Art of Armenia: An Introduction by Dr.

Christina Maranci will be available for purchase.  

Admission free (Donations appreciated), recep-

tion following the program. 

For more information call the Ararat-Eskijian

Museum at 747-500-7584 or email eskijian@ararat-es-

kijian-museum.com 

This event will be Live Streamed, follow up on

Facebook or Ararat-Eskijian Museum.com  

       

Fresh off the heels of a sold-out performance in

Los Angeles, the cast of Where Is Your Groom?

(!"#$% &'() *:) II will hit the stage next for the Fresno

Armenian community at the Bullard Theater on Sat-

urday, May 11, 2019, in an event hosted by the AGBU

and Tekeyan Cultural Association Fresno chapters. 

The comedy play and its sequel, which follows

the story of a Diasporan Armenian family seeking to

preserve its cultural heritage amidst the aura of as-

similation, is written by Taleen Babayan and has per-

formed to great fanfare for various communities

around the country. 

“Fresno is looking forward to hosting Where Is

Your Groom II and for all of us here to experience

the play and enjoy an evening of laughter together,”

said organizer Charlie Jamgotchian. 

The 20 person cast and crew are all Los Angeles

based professionals from different Diasporan back-

grounds who share a love for their cultural heritage

and the arts.  

“We had a wonderful time performing in Los An-

geles to over 600 people and we are enthusiastic to

now have the chance to connect with the Armenians

in Fresno,” said actor Harout Soghomonian.  The

original play debuted in New York City’s Players

Theatre in the historic Greenwich Village neighbor-

hood in 2013 and its sequel was staged in 2017 at Co-

lumbia University’s Miller Theatre, entertaining

thousands of audience members along the way who

discover meaning and self-reflection through the

lens of comedy. 

“We are excited to perform in a city that has deep

roots in our American-Armenian history,” said

Babayan. “Fresno is synonymous with shaping the

landscape of Armenians in California and we’re hon-

ored to stage this relevant and humorous play for the

local community.”

“Where Is Your Groom? (!"#$% &'() *:) II” will

take place on Saturday, May 11, 20019 at 7:00 p.m.,

at the Bullard Theater, located at 5445 N. Palm Av-

enue in Fresno, California. Running time is 90 min-

utes plus intermission. Play is in English with some

Armenian. Tickets are available by phone at 559-431-

5259 or 559-240-0668. For questions, please email

fresno@agbuca.org.



Libyan Interim Government
to commemorate the
Armenian Genocide

TOBRUK – The Libyan Interim Government an-

nounced on Thursday that will commemorate the

Armenian Genocide, committed by the Imperial

Government of Turkey’s Ottoman Empire, on April

24th through its Foreign Ministry.

The Interim Government officially adopted a res-

olution in March recognizing the Armenian Geno-

cide.

In 24 April 1915, Ottoman authorities rounded

up, arrested, and deported from Constantinople

(now Istanbul) to the region of Ankara, 235 to 270

Armenian intellectuals and community leaders, the

majority of whom were eventually murdered.

This was followed by the deportation of women,

children, the elderly, and the infirm on death

marches leading to the Syrian Desert.

Driven forward by military escorts, the depor-

tees were deprived of food and water and subjected

to periodic robbery, rape, and massacre.

The final death toll of the genocide is reported to

be 1.5 million.

       

"Singing in Exile" stars Aram
and Virginia Kerovpyan to
appear at Abril Bookstore

Glendale, CA – Abril Bookstore and Armenian

Film Society will present a film screening of

"SINGING IN EXILE" followed by a discussion with

visiting stars from France, ARAM & VIRGINIA

PATTIE KEROVPYAN on FRIDAY, MAY 3, 2019 at

7:30pm at ABRIL BOOKSTORE - 415 E. Broadway,

Glendale, CA. Admission is $15 for the general pub-

lic and free for Armenian Film Society members.

Tickets available at www.itsmyseat.com/abrilbooks

or at Abril Bookstore. For more information, call

(818) 243-4112. 

Singing in Exile (2015, 76 min.) is a film by

Nathalie Rossetti and Turi Finocchiaro about Aram

and Virginia, an Armenian couple from the dias-

pora, who transmit an ancestral tradition of chant

which is in danger of disappearing to a troupe of

European actors. During the process of creating a

new play, the couple takes the comp787any on a trip

to Anatolia where the Armenian civilization has

been destroyed. Along the way, the questioning of

the actors brings to the forefront the wealth of this

culture: the chant becomes a language of creation

and sharing, the breath of life.

Armenian-American Comedy to Perform in Fresno, California

“I curse the perpetrators of the
Armenian Genocide” – Garo Paylan

Turkish-Armenian Member of Parliament of Turkey Garo

Paylan  issued a statement on Facebook, saying: “I curse the per-

petrators of the Armenian Genocide”.

Paylan, a staunch supporter for the recognition of the Ar-

menian Genocide by Turkey, was among those demonstrators

today on April 24 in Istanbul who wanted to carry out a com-

memoration event at a square, but were blocked by local police.

Along with the Facebook statement, he posted Faik Ali Ozan-

soy’s photo – the man who served as Governor of Kütahya dur-

ing the Armenian Genocide and who refused to obey orders of

the Ottoman government on deporting and massacring the Ar-

menian population. 
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