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Washington D.C. – Today, U.S. Representatives
Adam Schiff (CA-28) and Gus Bilirakis (FL-12) in-
troduced legislation to officially recognize the Ar-
menian Genocide of 1915. The Resolution recognizes
the genocide against the Armenian people by the Ot-
toman Empire, rejects efforts to enlist the U.S. Gov-
ernment in denial of genocide, and encourages
education about the Armenian Genocide, as well as
the unprecedented relief efforts undertaken by the
United States in the aftermath of the Armenian Genocide.

"Over 100 years ago, the Ottoman Empire undertook a brutal
campaign of murder, rape, and displacement against the Ar-
menian people that took the lives of 1.5 million men, women,
and children in the first genocide of the 20th century," said Rep.
Schiff. "Genocide is not a relic of the past, but an ever present
threat. Its denial is not only a continuing injury to the survivors,
but makes its repetition against another people more likely. It is
therefore all the more pressing that the Congress recognize the
historical fact of the Armenian Genocide and make clear that we
will never be an accomplice to denial." 

“Genocide must not be denied. It must be acknowledged for
what it is—a scourge on humanity. Official recognition of the Ar-
menian Genocide would represent a courageous new chapter in
American foreign policy. With the bold leadership of the current
Administration, it is time for the United States to take a stand
against Turkish genocide denial,” said Rep. Bilirakis.

“This resolution highlights a proud chapter in American his-
tory, where, thanks to America’s unprecedented humanitarian
intervention, thousands and thousands of survivors of the Ar-
menian Genocide were saved in what U.S. Ambassador Henry
Morgenthau described as a ‘campaign of race extermination’ and
what Major General James G. Harbord - who served as General
John J. Pershing’s Chief of Staff during World War I and led an
American Military Mission to Armenia - reported from the USS
Martha Washington that the ‘[m]utilation, violation, torture and
death have left their haunting memories in a hundred beautiful
Armenian valleys, and the traveler in that region is seldom free
from the evidence of this most colossal crime of all the ages,’”
stated Armenian Assembly Executive Director Bryan Ardouny.

“All who oppose genocide welcome today’s launch of legis-
lation locking in U.S. recognition of the Armenian Genocide and
– once and for all - locking out Turkish denials of this crime,”
said ANCA Executive Director Aram Hamparian.  “This biparti-
san measure – spearheaded by Representatives Adam Schiff and
Gus Bilirakis – also permanently locks down – as official U.S. pol-
icy – that future generations should be educated about the facts
of this crime, America’s noble relief efforts for its victims, and –
most urgently – the relevance of the Armenian Genocide to mod-
ern-day crimes against humanity.”

Representatives Adam Schiff and Gus Bilirakis were also
joined by the other leaders of the Congressional Caucus on Ar-
menian Issues, Representatives Frank Pallone, Peter King and
Jackie Speier in underscoring their support for the recognition of
the Armenian genocide. A bipartisan group of more than 70
Members joined as original cosponsors of the resolution.

***
Whereas the United States has a proud history of recognizing

and condemning the Armenian Genocide, the killing of 1.5 mil-
lion Armenians by the Ottoman Empire from 1915 to 1923 and
providing relief to the survivors of the campaign of genocide
against Armenians, Greeks, Assyrians, Chaldeans, Syriacs,
Arameans, Maronites, and other Christians.

Whereas the Honorable Henry Morgenthau, United States
Ambassador to the Ottoman Empire from 1913 to 1916, organ-
ized and led protests by officials of many countries against what
he described as its “a campaign of race extermination,” and was
instructed on July 16, 1915, by United States Secretary of State
Robert Lansing that the “Department approves your procedure
… to stop Armenian persecution.”

Whereas President Woodrow Wilson encouraged the forma-

tion of the Near East Relief, chartered by an Act of
Congress, which raised $116,000,000 (over
$2,500,000,000 in 2019 dollars) between 1915 and
1930, and the Senate adopted resolutions condemn-
ing these massacres.A

Whereas Raphael Lemkin, who coined the term
“genocide” in 1944, and who was the earliest pro-
ponent of the United Nations Convention on the Pre-
vention and Punishment of Genocide, invoked the

Armenian case as a definitive example of genocide in the 20th
century.

Whereas as displayed in the United States Holocaust Memo-
rial Museum, Adolf Hitler, on ordering his military command-
ers to attack Poland without provocation in 1939, dismissed
objections by saying “[w]ho, after all, speaks today of the anni-
hilation of the Armenians?”, setting the stage for the Holocaust;

Whereas the United States has officially recognized the Ar-
menian Genocide, through the United States Government’s May
28, 1951 written statement to the International Court of Justice
regarding the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of
the Crime of Genocide, through President Ronald Reagan’s
Proclamation No. 4838 on April 22, 1981, and by House Joint Res-
olution 148, adopted on April 8, 1975, and House Joint Resolution
247, adopted on September 10, 1984; 

Whereas the Elie Wiesel Genocide and Atrocities Prevention
Act (Public Law 115-441) establishes that atrocities prevention
represents a U.S. national interest, and affirms that it is the pol-
icy of the United States to pursue a United States Government-
wide strategy to identify, prevent, and respond to the risk of
atrocities by “strengthening diplomatic response and the effec-
tive use of foreign assistance to support appropriate transitional
justice measures, including criminal accountability, for past
atrocities.” 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the House of Representatives
that it is the policy of the United States to:

commemorate the Armenian Genocide through official recog-
nition and remembrance;

reject efforts to elist, engage, or otherwise associate the U.S.
government with denial of the Armenian Genocide or any other
genocide;

encourage education and public understanding of the facts
of the Armenian Genocide, including the U.S. role in the hu-
manitarian relief effort, and the relevance of the Armenian Geno-
cide to modern day crimes against humanity.

Schiff, Bilirakis Introduce Bipartisan Resolution
to Recognize Armenian Genocide

104th Anniversary
Commemoration of
the Armenian
Genocide

Los Angeles--The commemoration
of the 104th anniversary of the Armen-
ian Genocide organized by the United
Armenian Council of Los Angeles will
begin with a wreath and floral place-
ment ceremony beginning at 9:00 a.m.
on Wednesday, April 24, 2019, at the
Montebello Armenian Genocide Mar-
tyrs Monument.  

The wreath and flower placement
ceremony will be followed at 10:00 a.m.
by a religious prayer service in mem-
ory of the martyred saints of the Ar-
menian Genocide. 

On Friday, April 26, 2019, at 7:30
p.m., at the St. Gregory the Illuminator
Armenian Catholic Church, Kouy-
oumjian Hall, in Glendale, there will
take place a panel discussion entitled
“Demands, Reparations, and Justice.”
The panel discussion will feature Ro-
manian-Armenian Parliamentarian
Varoujan Vosganian, Chicago based In-
ternational Lawyer Karnig Kerkonian,
and University of Southern California
Professor Frank Zerunyan.  

We encourage all members of the
community to join us in these two
gatherings as we honor and pay our re-
spects to the martyred saints of the Ar-
menian Genocide and renew our
collective demands for reparations and
justice. 

United Armenian Council of
Los Angeles

For the Commemoration of the
Armenian Genocide

April 4, 2019 
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On this happy cccasion of Taleen
Babayan’s play Where Is Your Groom?
("#$%& '()* +:) on Sunday, March 31st,
three guests of mine and I attended Taleen
Babayan’s original, beautiful play at the
Vatche and Tamar Manoukian Performing
Arts Center in Pasadena, CA.

The 600 seats were completely filled
and there were no parking spots available
- something we had never encountered be-
fore at that venue. Many people had to re-
turn as there were no available tickets for
the sold-out show. The theater was at ca-
pacity and I couldn’t sit with my guests. A
nice couple, Sonia and Ara gave us their
seats and left to sit separately, respecting
our Senior Citizen status.

Not only did Taleen write the play, she
also was the director and the producer, all
by herself. An American born Armenian
from the East Coast, she grew up in a very
solid Armenian intellectual home and pre-
sented us with this jewel of a play that de-
picts the mentality of Armenian parents
towards their children, as they are raised
in a Diasporan community, desiring for
their children to marry an Armenian so
they can preserve their identity.

She shows in the play, through satire,
how the in-laws interact with each other;
how the wedding should be planned; how
their future grandchildren will be raised.
And each party insists it should be their
way, ignoring completely the ideas or
wishes of the most important person - that
of the bride-to-be. Each side is pushing
their own ideas, whether it is the dress the
bride has to wear, the music that has to
play at the wedding and everything in be-
tween.

In this world we don’t only need doc-
tors as the grooms for Armenian brides. In
this world, we need it all: the doctors, the
lawyers, the engineers, the politicians, and
the artists. Because the artists are the ones
who observe and serve these observations
back to the community in order for it to
evolve and enhance. In that way, we have
to thank and congratulate Taleen, for
bringing her part - through her talent and
play to the Los Angeles Armenian Com-
munity, with great fanfare and to a stand-
ing-room only crowd.

At times these important messages are
delivered most directly and most easily
through satire and comedy. This is what
the writer Hagop Baronian did in 19th
century Constantinople when he high-
lighted the flaws of the city’s society life
and influential figures in Armenian social
circles through his sense of humor. While
centuries have passed, this approach has
transcended into the writing of the next
generation, namely through our young
and talented Taleen Babayan’s Where Is
Your Groom? ("#$%& '()* +:)

It was a huge creative undertaking
Taleen began six years ago when she gath-
ered a group of young Armenians with di-
verse backgrounds at the Players Theatre
in New York City’s historic Greenwich Vil-
lage to stage a theatrical story that con-
veyed the voice of their generation. What
was meant to be a one-time production
swelled to 15 performances across the
country, where thousands enjoyed the
humor and the message of the play. Re-
sponding to positive feedback, I hear that
Taleen debuted Part II at Columbia Uni-
versity’s Miller Theatre in 2017, where
again the venue was filled to capacity with
audience members who were eager to see
the story of a Diasporan Armenian family
battling assimilation and upholding tradi-

tion continue to unfold.
In addition to the laughter during the

play, there was a sense of meaning - and at
some point in the play, I hope, each of the
audience members connected with a line
of dialogue, a character, a plot point, forc-
ing them to reflect on their own lives and
their own behaviors. The continuous up-
roars of laughter were unstoppable.
Everyone, for sure, was enjoying the
evening!

What has happened behind the cur-
tains was equally important to the action
that took place on the stage. Performers
met, friendships formed and couples mar-
ried. And the Diasporan Armenian theater
life was rejuvenated, from New York, New
Jersey, Philadelphia, Boston, Los Angeles,
Washington D.C. and all the way to
Pasadena. I also was lucky to have met
and married my husband at the AGBU
Cultural Club in Beirut, Lebanon. Clubs,
theatre groups, and all kinds of activities
are great venues to meet and marry your
future partner.

Growing up in Beirut, Lebanon, our
parents always taught us the importance
of service, particularly to the Armenian
community. As orphans of the Armenian
Genocide, they understood very well the
significance of carrying on a rich and sto-
ried history that had come close to extinc-
tion one too many times. My siblings and
I, in our own individual ways, supported
projects that had a profound impact on
our community, from the Diaspora all the
way to Armenia. What I experienced at the
play performance last Sunday gave me
hope for the next generation. That some-
one of Taleen’s caliber, who graduated
from the finest universities (Tufts Univer-
sity and Columbia University) and whose
family has left an indelible mark on the
community, has chosen to dedicate her
time to the Armenian cultural life in the
most productive manner. It was amazing,
that, as I said, every single one of the 600
seats in the theater was taken and people
were turned away at the box office.

Taleen made a conscious effort to en-
tertain and educate while upholding a
production level not of Armenian stan-
dards but on par with American theater
life. And it paid off. From the very first line
of dialogue, she and her cast and crew of
20 hooked the audience and took all of us
on a two hour journey that brimmed of
laughter, of well-developed characters and
of a story that gives us optimism about our
Diaspora, our homeland and ultimately,
our people. I say this as someone who is
savvy about theater and who has seen
countless Broadway shows when we
would visit our daughter, Aleen, in New
York City, who lived there at the time. We
would see a Broadway play Friday
evening when we arrived in New York,

Saturday evening and a Sunday matinee
before driving back to Boston. I saw a lot
of the professionalism I saw in those
Broadway shows in Taleen’s play. But
Broadway shows have hundreds of peo-
ple working on their productions. Taleen
is one-person who was taking care of the
directing, the producing, the writing, the
technical aspects, the organization, and
being in charge of a 20 person cast and
crew.

Taleen has marinated in her Armenian
upbringing since birth. Who does not
know her educator grandfather Yervant
Babayan? Born and raised on the East
Coast, Taleen speaks the language fluently
(I always see her writing in Armenian dur-
ing her coverage of events at the Western
Diocese), understands the nuances of the
history, the culture and the climate of the
various communities - constantly with her
finger on the pulse of Armenian happen-
ings. She appreciates the Armenian lan-
guage, she values those who came before
her, she recognizes the importance of both
the Diaspora and the homeland, and she
ties all of these elements together into a re-
latable play that welcomes people of all
backgrounds, including Armenians who
don’t speak the language yet are just as na-
tionalistic as the rest of of us. Her perse-
verance is unmatched, as is her discipline
and work-ethic, her passion for her writ-
ing, and the energy and effort she puts
forth to stage meaningful work for the Ar-
menian community, from Where Is Your
Groom? to the documentary she shot on
location in Artsakh last summer. I hope we
will see that too, one day. I wonder if any-
one could do even a quarter of this, on his
or her own, or with a group of writers, in
an adopted community. Taleen is doing
the job of the Armenian organizations and
bringing what should be their mission to
fruition, all the while forging a contempo-
rary Armenian group, embracing their
uniqueness and individualities, and leav-
ing those involved in the play positively
affected by the experience. We were
amazed by these mostly amateur per-
formers who acted like talented profes-
sionals in their roles.

We are all descendants of a certain per-
son, of a certain place and of a certain time.
My parents escaped the massacres and
overcame many obstacles and hardships
to form a new Armenian family, perhaps
the strongest answer to attempted annihi-
lation. Taleen, too, comes from a lineage of
genocide survivors and keeps her family’s
legacy of public service alive for the bene-
fit of our Armenian Diaspora.

BRAVO Taleen, we love you and we
are very PROUD of you!

Los Angeles, California

An Evening of Laughter & Inner Satisfaction
By CECILE KESHISHIAN 

Be Attentive Listener

In some criti-
cal moments in
our life, we
strongly yearn to
find an empathic
person who pos-
sesses a great effi-
ciency in listening
patiently and
silently to what
we talk about. In fact, this valuable skill de-
spite of being a basic pillar of conversation’s
etiquette, discussion and asset, it creates a
kind of originative stimulation and enthusi-
asm in the talker urges him to reveal will-
ingly his concerns, thoughts and sufferings
once he realizes tremendous care and atten-
tiveness from the listener. As a result, the
bridges of both intimacy and confidence will
be gradually erected between the two parties,
and more importantly, a distinctive feeling
of estimation will be ingrained in virtue of
direct communication and understanding!
On this occasion, I would like to pose a sim-
ple question, “Is there an easiest way than
sitting down and listening what a person is
going to say?” Definitely, your reply will be
positive, since everyone may think him-
self/herself a good listener; yet, why do you
sometimes look for an earliest opportunity to
slip away from gatherings in which conver-
sations and discussions are held, or rather
prefer sitting quietly and meekly in a world
of your own with distracted mind, neither
participate nor comprehend what is going on
around!?

It is important to clarify that the act of
hearing does not mean necessarily listening,
nor does it mean true understanding; how-
ever, the key problem attributed to a defi-
ciency in the capability of gathering among
attention, alertness, awareness; carefulness,
and interest during listening. Therefore, for
fulfilling fruitful results, listening should
rely on real comprehension, but the latter is
not obtained unless otherwise the funda-
mental factors of listening - stated forth - are
available. 

Notably, acknowledging the skill of lis-
tening is as necessary as life’s basic needs!
For this reason, if you aim to be a coopera-
tive listener, and master the art of listening,
you have to develop your skills via intensi-
fied trainings and concentrated observations
the way people interact with each other for
the purpose of acquiring precious wisdoms
and worthy experiences, which basically uti-
lized in refining thoughts and improving re-
lationships. Furthermore, avoid repeating
meaningless questions and making excessive
interruptions since they trigger a great dis-
turbance prevent the talker focusing on the
conversation’s basic point, and hence, get
him through a confused situation. 

What a wonderful feeling when you
spontaneously rush, during your happiest or
depressed moments to a particular person
who is well-known of his precise capability
in listening attentively and mindfully! Ac-
cordingly, the powerful influence of good lis-
tening emits a unique type of relaxation and
comfort, in the talker, encourages him to dis-
close unhesitatingly the hidden thoughts and
feelings run through his mind. As a final ad-
vice, when the situation requires listening,
do your utmost best to listen mindfully and
attentively even if the words come out of
fool’s mouth, for you may derive something
useful that serves you during your life! 
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Glendale, CA – Author Rosemary Har-
tounian Cohen will present her newly re-
leased book, VOICES FROM THE
HIDDEN GENOCIDE, 1918: Stories of the
Turkish Massacre of Armenians in Persia-
Iran on THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 2019 at
7:30pm at ABRIL BOOKSTORE - 415 E.
Broadway, Glendale, CA. Author will be in-
troduced by Carla Garapedian of the Ar-
menian Film Foundation. Admission is
free. For more information, call (818) 243-
4112.

VOICES FROM THE HIDDEN GENO-
CIDE, 1918 contains the words and stories of
the Armenian survivors of the massacre that
happened in northern Persia in 1918, which
was the continuation of the 1915 Armenian
Genocide in Turkey. Before the publication of
The Survivor by Rosemary Hartounian Cohen,
few people knew about the 1918 massacre. It
was rarely mentioned in history books. Perhaps
most chilling is that the Armenian massacre of
1918 took place outside the borders of the Ot-
toman Empire. With impunity, the Turks
crossed the border into a neighboring sovereign
country in order to massacre the Christian res-
idents. Turkish soldiers entered large cities in
northwest Persia: Khoy, Salmas, Urmia, Maku,
Gharadagh and many smaller Christian vil-
lages. They killed the men, raped the young girls
and kidnapped the children under the age of ten.
They looted the houses and farm buildings,
stealing life savings, furniture, farm animals
and everything else of value. Their actions de-
stroyed the local economies. Famine and epi-
demics covered the region. Persia, which had
declared neutrality during the Great War, was
never respected by its neighbors or world pow-
ers. Christians as well as Muslims in Persia's
northwestern cities suffered enormously. The
Turkish government denies that the killings of
1915 constituted a genocide and says that they
were an internal matter and an unavoidable
consequence of the war. Then why did the Turks
cross into a neighboring country and massacre
nearly the entire Christian population? 

ROSEMARY HARTOUNIAN COHEN
is a sociologist who earned her doctorate degree
at the Sorbonne in Paris. She is an accomplished
artist and an award-winning author. She is flu-
ent in many languages and has lived in several
countries, studying their traditions, literature
and religions.  Her grandmother Arousiak and
mother, Liana, were the sole survivors of the Ar-
menian Massacre in the city of Khoy, Persia
(now Iran), in 1918. Rosemary described their
suffering and near-miraculous escape in The
Survivor, which has been published in five lan-
guages. She has lived with the “silent-voiced”
survivors of the massacre and has learned of
their enormous inner pain. Her books are aimed
towards peace and understanding and not for
revenge seeking. Still, she hopes one day to hear
a word of regret from the deniers who have
caused so much pain to so many innocent peo-
ple!

New Book sheds light
on Turkish Massacres
of Armenians in
Persia-Iran

Q.:  Introduce yourselves – your ed-
ucation, dance group; who was your
teacher/teachers in the Armenian
dance group back in London?

Arpi: I began ballet classes at a local
ballet school at the “later than normal”
age of 12. Soon after, the Akhtamar Ar-
menian Performance group was estab-
lished and I became a member of the
group. Our teachers, Arsen Zakaryan
and Karine Avetisyan, were former
principals of the State Dance Ensemble
of Armenia (Hayastani Pari Petakan
Ensemble) and I loved every minute of
every class. A spark had been lit, and I
found myself dreaming about one day
joining the State Dance Ensemble my-
self. 

I graduated with a BA (Hons.) de-
gree in Ballet Education from the Royal
Academy of Dance (RAD) in London
in 2009. Soon after I began working at
the RAD as a ballet teacher, which I
thoroughly enjoyed, however, my
dream felt like it may never material-
ize, or so I thought!

Armen: I studied to be a photogra-
pher; however I soon found my pas-
sion as a property manager. Whilst
photography remains an enjoyable
past time, I continued to build on my
property acquisition business and on
my personal property portfolio. I too
was a member of the Akhtamar dance
group in London for a short period of
time, although I didn’t wish to pursue
this further, being part of the commu-
nity through dance, was an enjoyable
and important experience.

Q.:  What brought you to the Re-
public of Armenia?

Arpi: I was at a stage where I had a
good 7 years of teaching experience at
a prestigious Dance school, and I real-
ized that if ever I wanted to dance pro-
fessionally, now was the time to do it.
Armen and I discussed the idea of
moving to Armenia for two years as an
opportunity for me, and a life experi-
ence for us. We decided to take the de-
cision, to most people’s surprise, to
relocate to Yerevan. A decision which
neither of us have regretted for a single
moment, and almost three years later
we are still here, with no plans of per-
manently returning back to the U.K. 

Armen: It was actually mainly due
to Arpi wanting to perform. That was
the initial reason to make the move.
However, it also made sense for us, to
take up this little adventure and start a

new chapter of our lives in Armenia. 
Q.:  What brought Armen to Arme-

nia? What does he currently do in Yere-
van/Yeghegnadzor?

Armen: I’m a London property in-
vestor, personally adding to my port-
folio, however also searching for,
acquiring and managing properties for
international clients. Whilst still con-
tinuing with my London based busi-
ness I have started property
development in Yerevan. I have just
completed a 12-unit apartment block
which is now currently being let to ten-
ants. Due to the success of this project,
I am looking to repeat this process in
the near future.

Q.:  How and why did you decide
to have another home in the Homeland
besides London?

Arpi: I think for diaspora Armeni-
ans there is often an issue with a sense
of belonging. However well you inte-
grate, however much you feel at home,
the idea of Armenia as the motherland
often creates a sense of yearning. It’s
this romantic notion of Armenia, cou-
pled with the dream to be part of Pari
Petakan that brought me here. Yes,
there are times when in reality you are
made to feel like a foreigner in Arme-
nia too, however these are few are far
between, and the warmth and gen-
erosity you experience is so strong that
it diminishes the few negative experi-
ences you may encounter along the
way.

Armen: Where else would home re-
ally be if it wasn’t for Armenia? The

idea to live here makes perfect sense
for us, however the thought may never
have crossed our minds. I’m glad it
did, and we can call Armenia our
home. 

Q:.  Are you happy with your lives
in Armenia? Why?

We are very happy with our lives in
Armenia. The reason for this has two
parts. The first level is due to the abil-
ity to achieve our goals, to spend our
days enjoying what we do. The second
level has a deeper meaning, we feel
that by living in Armenia we are di-
rectly connected to our roots. Armenia
really is a beautiful and majestic land,
and its nature has a powerful energy.
By being here we are part of the possi-
bility to make positive change so that
the country that is Armenia today re-
flects the same beauty, power and
majesty that is so engrained in our cul-
ture and history.

Q.:  What advice would you like to
give Diasporan youth? 

Arpi: We believe that whilst every-
one might not want to, or be able to
live in Armenia permanently, we
strongly recommend that everyone
find a short chapter in their lives to
spend in Armenia. Whatever skills you
may bring to help Armenia, Armenia
will give you back something even
greater. You will gain a real insight into
what life in Armenia is really like; not
just an amazing place to spend a sum-
mer holiday, but a deeper connection
to your roots, a true sense of identity
and belonging.

A NEW CHAPTER IN ARMENIA
By Dr. MINAS KOJAYAN

“You will gain a real insight into what life in Armenia is really
like; not just an amazing place to spend a summer holiday, but a deeper
connection to your roots, a true sense of identity and belonging.”
(Arpi)

A few notes: I have always felt very happy and fortunate
that my parents gave birth to my brother Assadour (Beirut,
1950). He has never disappointed me, even when he decided to
not continue his high school education at the Melkonian Edua-
cational Institute (Cyprus) because he wanted to join my fam-
ily’s “work force” to provide us with financial relief. When the
time came, he married his wife Annie. They were bestowed
with three beautiful girls during the Lebanese civil war, but con-
vinced they had no future in Lebanon, they moved to London.
He and his wife took on an active role in the cultural and edu-
cational life of the London Armenian community. They devoted

themselves wholeheartedly to helping the Saturday school. A
while later my three nieces Maral, Hasmig, and Arpi became
members of the Armenian dance group Aghtamar. The girls
were soon noticed by British cultural circles and they were in-
vited to dance for H.M. Queen Elizabeth II of England. Maral
and Arpi attended dance schools and became professionals.

They always spoke Armenian with their parents and the
elder members of their extended family. A couple of years ago
Arpi married Armen whose family had also moved to London
from Armenia’s Yeghegnatsor region. The young couple con-
tinued to dance until Arpi decided to move to Armenia. The last
time I met Arpi and Armen in Yerevan in 2017 and I felt myself
a proud uncle when I heard that they have decided to make Ar-
menia their second home.

Here is my interview with them. I hope they will serve as a
good example for the youth of the Diaspora. 
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104th Anniversary Commemoration in
Solvang

On the occasion of the 104th anniversary of the Armenian Genocide, a
special commemorative event will take place on Sunday, April 28 at the
Bethania Lutheran Church, 601 Atterdag Rd., Solvang, California. The
church service starts at 11:00 A.M. and it will followed by a memorial pro-
gram in the courtyard of the church dedicated to the memory of 1.5 Ar-
menian martyrs and Maria Jacobsen, the beloved “Mama” of a score of
Armenian orphans.

Rev. Fr. Movses Shannakian will represent His Eminence Arch.
Moushegh Mardirosssn, Prelate of the Western Prelacy of the Armenian
Church. Musical selections will be performed by soloist Maral Parseghian
and violinist Angela Amirian. Dr. Garbis Der-Yeghiayan, President of
Mashdots College and chairman of the Organizing Committee, will serve
as Master of ceremonies. A memorial luncheon will follow the courtyard
ceremony. 

In case of a need for transportation or additional details, call Mashdóts
College at (818) 548-9345, no later than April 19 to reserve your spot. 

Young Professionals
Event - Knights of 
Vartan/Times Square
Commemoration

FORT LEE, NJ - For the fifth annual
year, the Knights & Daughters of Vartan are
organizing an event for the New York
metro community’s Young Professionals on
the eve of the Times Square Armenian
Genocide Commemoration. The event, ti-
tled 100 Years & Beyond, will take place at
City Perch and is meant to galvanize the
next generation while welcoming network-
ing opportunities in the Diasporan Armen-
ian community.  

“We want to create a platform for our
generation to feel invested in such a sym-
bolic and significant commemoration for
Armenians around the world, said co-chair
Anoush Gulian. “By gathering the evening
before the Knights and Daughters of Var-
tan Times Square Commemoration, we are
able to enjoy one another’s company in a
positive ambiance.” 

The social atmosphere will give com-
munity members the chance to connect
with one another and in turn build a
stronger base of support for Armenian
Genocide recognition efforts. 

“We are proud to take ownership of this
event geared at the younger generation and
be given the chance to make our own im-
pact,” said co-organizer Anahid Kaprielian. 

The Times Square Armenian Genocide
Commemoration will take place on Sun-
day, April 28, 2019, from 2:00 to 4:00 pm, at
43rd Street and Broadway, where politi-
cians and notable figures will champion Ar-
menian Genocide recognition and
memorialize the 1.5 million victims who
perished between 1915-1923, alongside
thousands of supporters. 

“It’s integral for our organizations to re-
main connected to our youth and our
young professionals,” said Hirant Gulian,
Chairman Emeritus of the Knights of Var-
tan. “We have to provide opportunities for
them to feel invested in our activities so one
day, they, too can take over and continue
our important work in the community.”

The event will take place on Saturday,
April 27, 2019 at 8:00 pm at City Perch
Kitchen & Bar, located at 2023 Hudson
Street, Fort Lee, NJ. Tickets can be pur-
chased at 100yearsandbeyond.eventbrite.
com. Donation is $19.15 that will include
drink specials, complimentary bar bites
and a cash bar. This event is 21+.

For more info, please email
100yearsandbeyond@gmail.com.

Glendale, CA, April 8, 2019 – The Armenian Medical Soci-
ety (AAMS) and their community of supporters gathered to-
gether at the Sheraton Universal Hotel on April 6, 2019, to
celebrate the work of the organization and
honor the achievements of two extraordinary in-
dividuals.  The sold-out event featured a cock-
tail reception, dinner, and an evening of music
and dancing, while raising funds for City of
Smile — an Armenian foundation based in Yere-
van, Armenia, that provides support to children
with cancer and hematological diseases.

Keynote speaker, Mrs. Anna Hakobyan,
noted journalist and spouse of the Prime Minis-
ter of the Republic of Armenia, is the board chair
for City of Smile. Mrs. Hakobyan spoke of the
importance of having the capabilities to provide comprehen-
sive, state-of-the-art cancer treatment for children afflicted with
cancer in their homeland, and to receive this care regardless of
the family’s ability to pay. Mrs. Hakobyan noted that in less-
developed countries, such as Armenia, cancer is often equal to
a death sentence, but with proper treatment and resources, it
can be overcome. 

“We are gathered here today to support these children,”
said Mrs. Hakobyan. “Together we can fight for every child
with cancer and it is our obligation to not let them lose the fight
due to lack of resources. City of Smile Foundation was estab-
lished to change their lives, to move them in a positive direc-
tion, and to bring a smile to the face of these children and their
families. We are starting it by saving one smile at a time.
Tonight, there are hundreds of people present which means so
many  people are standing by the sides of these children and
their parents and giving a piece of hope and a hand of sup-
port.”

Armenian American Medical Society President, Armond
Kotikian, DDS, MD, FACS, was thrilled with this year’s re-
sponse to the need. “Our partnership with City of Smile cre-
ated an opportunity for our organization to make a real and
meaningful impact the lives of children suffering from onco-
logical and hematological diseases in the heart of Armenia,” he

said. “Seeing how so many people opened their hearts to the
foundation and generously gave so that these children can re-
ceive the care they so desperately need was truly remarkable.”

Serj Tankian, singer, poet, songwriter, visual
artist, activist, composer and the voice of Sys-
tem of a Down, was honored with the AAMS
lifetime achievement award. Humble in his ac-
ceptance, Serj noted the importance of working
together to provide the basics for students, pa-
tients, veterans, and the most disenfranchised
in the homeland. “We need to find more ways
to help organizations, such as City of Smile,
reach their objectives in our new, free, inde-
pendent, and hopeful Armenia,” remarked Serj. 

Vicken Sepilian, MD, AAMS board member
and former AAMS president was the event’s Master of Cere-
monies. His enthusiastic appeal for donations on stage helped
spur attendees to make donations throughout the evening,
boosting the event’s total proceeds. “The AAMS has touched
all of our lives in one way or another, through one of its many
programs that elevate the health of our community, in the
United States, and in our homeland,” said Dr. Sepilian.
“Tonight, our members and friends have touched the lives of
Armenian children with cancer and their families. Their gen-
erosity exceeded our expectations. ”

The evening’s entertainment was provided by The Armen-
ian Pops Orchestra, under the direction of Greg Hosharian,
noted composer, conductor, and musician, who played a vari-
ety of selections throughout the evening. The crowd was also
treated to a dance by the Zvartnots Dance Ensemble.

“The Armenian American Medical Society is grateful to our
members, friends, and sponsors who made this event so special
and so successful, said AAMS Gala Chair, Kevin Galstyan, MD,
FACOG. “Through their support, City of Smile is that much
closer towards realizing its goal of helping children in Armenia
with cancer to conquer their disease. It was also an honor to
celebrate Mrs. Hakobyan and Serj Tankian, whose humanitar-
ian work is so closely aligned with the mission of our organi-
zation. We couldn’t have asked for a better evening.”

THE ARMENIAN AMERICAN MEDICAL SOCIETY
34TH ANNIVERSARY GALA RAISES MUCH-NEEDED FUNDS

TO HELP TREAT ARMENIAN CHILDREN WITH CANCER
Mrs. Anna Hakobyan, spouse of the Prime Minister of Armenia, and Serj Tankian, lead singer of the

popular band System of a Down, highlight a remarkable evening of giving.
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