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Stella has lived in Porter Ranch for close to four decades, and raised her children in the
AGBU MDS School in Canoga Park. For many years, she served as a board member on the
AGBU Southern CA District Committee, and she was instrumental in raising funds for our
community.

Stella has shown real leadership, built an unrivaled network of connections, and cultivated
a broad support base. She has also dedicated her career to helping working families, and in the
process has built one of the most successful fundraising programs in the nation. The policies
and programs her fundraising has supported in Los Angeles County have improved the lives
of over one million people.

Stella was appointed by the Mayor of Los Angeles to be a Commissioner at the Tourism
Board and Convention Center. If elected, she will be the first Armenian woman on the Los
Angeles City Council, the second largest city in the country. This is an incredible opportunity
and honor for our community to be able to propel her to that seat. 

This is a special election for June 4th, please make a donation by visiting her campaign
website www.StellaMaloyan.com

Porter Ranch, Calif. — Stella Ma!
loyan, a leading nonprofit executive, an-
nounced her candidacy for the Los
Angeles City Council’s 12th District.
With a strong record of uniting business,
labor, community organizations, and the
entertainment industry, Maloyan vowed
to use her relationships and experience
to fight for the Valley’s fair share of city
services.

“I have seen the power of coalitions
to change our city for the better, and I
know what it takes to bring everyone to
the table,” said Maloyan. “Leadership is
ultimately about getting things done to
serve the greater public interest.
Throughout my career, I’ve worked to
put politics aside and get things done for
our communities.”

Maloyan, who has lived in the district
for 40 years, moved to the Northwest
Valley when she was just 15 years old
seeking freedom and safety from the
Iranian Revolution. She received various
degrees from California State University,
Northridge. She raised her family in
Porter Ranch, became an active parent
with her children’s schools, and as a
community volunteer led the fundrais-
ing effort for local kids to have a new soc-
cer field.

Maloyan’s early activism drove her to
bring improvements on a larger scale to
the community and create more oppor-

tunities for working people to reach the
middle class. As an executive with the
Los Angeles Alliance for a New Economy
(LAANE) for nearly two decades, she has
empowered people to hold City Hall ac-
countable, build affordable housing,
clean our air and water, increase funding
for our schools and create good-paying
jobs that have helped strengthen our
communities. 

“This country gave my family and
many friends the opportunity to rebuild
our lives,” stated Maloyan, who has long
been active in and draws strength from
the Armenian community. “I consider it
my privilege and responsibility to give
others that same opportunity, and I have
dedicated my career to that ideal.”

Maloyan has raised millions of dol-
lars during her tenure at LAANE, and as
a volunteer has played a major role in
building support for international and
local humanitarian organizations. She is
a strong believer in gender equity, which
led her to create Women for a New Los
Angeles, the largest gathering of women
leaders in California. In 2015, she was ap-
pointed by Mayor Eric Garcetti to serve
as a Commissioner on the Los Angeles
Tourism and Convention Board. She also
worked to increase civic participation
through her board service with the Getty
House Foundation. 



Stella Maloyan,

Nonprofit Executive 

and Community

Activist to Run for 

L.A. City Council’s

12th District

LOS ANGELES — The Armenian Genocide Committee (AGC), a broad-
based coalition of 21 of the leading religious, political, youth, charitable, athletic
and social organizations of the Armenian community of Southern California,
has announced that on April 24 at 1 p.m., the annual March for Justice will take
place on Wilshire Boulevard between Fairfax Avenue and San Vicente Boule-
vard, in front of the Turkish Consulate, to demand justice for the Armenian
Genocide.

Continuing a more than four-decade tradition of bringing Armenian de-
mands directly to Turkey’s official government representative in Los Angeles,
the AGC has been working diligently to plan the March for Justice and calls
upon all segments of our community to participate.

Additional details will be announced in the coming weeks. Further infor-
mation can be found at the AGC website March4Justice.com and at the Ar-
menian Genocide Committee Facebook page or by calling (888) 924-1915.

Western Diocese of the Armenian Church of North America
Western Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church
Armenian Catholic Church of North America
Armenian Evangelical Union of North America
Armenian Revolutionary Federation
Armenian Democratic Liberal Party
Social Democrat Hunchak Party
Armenian General Benevolent Union – Western District
Armenian Relief Society – Western USA
Homenetmen Western U.S
Armenian Youth Federation
Armenian Assembly of America
Armenian National Committee of America – Western Region
Armenian Council of America
Armenian Bar Association
Organization of Istanbul Armenians
United Armenian Council of Los Angeles
Committee for Armenian Students in Public Schools (CASPS)
All-Armenian Student Association
National Armenian Law Students Association
Open Wounds

AGC ANNOUNCES APRIL 24 MARCH FOR
JUSTICE AT TURKISH CONSULATE

United We March – Join Us!
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Glendale, CA (March 4, 2019) – The
Armenian American Museum Board of
Trustees has announced the appointment
of Shant Sahakian as Executive Director
effective March 1.

“The Board of Trustees are pleased to
welcome Mr. Shant Sahakian as the Ex-
ecutive Director of the Armenian Ameri-
can Museum,” stated Executive
Chairman Berdj Karapetian. “Mr. Sa-
hakian brings strong leadership and
community relations skills to the organi-
zation and will be an asset to the Mu-
seum in his new leadership role.”

Shant Sahakian first joined the Ar-
menian American Museum project in
2014 as a member of the Armenian Geno-
cide Centennial Committee. Since 2016,
he has supported the Museum’s commu-
nity outreach efforts. Most recently, he di-
rected the staff, professionals, and
volunteers who collectively organized
the highly successful Inaugural Gala and
Telethon. In his new role as Executive Di-
rector, he will be responsible for leading
the organization’s development and
community relations as well as collabo-
rating with the Museum’s principal ar-
chitect, exhibition design consultant, and
construction team.

“I am grateful to the Board of
Trustees for their trust and the opportu-
nity to serve as the Executive Director of
the Armenian American Museum,”
stated newly appointed Executive Direc-
tor Shant Sahakian. “We have a unique
opportunity to build a landmark cultural
and educational center that will serve
generations to come and I am excited to
work with our board, staff, volunteers,
and community to make this historic
project a reality.”

In addition to his role at the Museum,
Sahakian is an Elected Member of the
Glendale Unified School District Board of
Education. He was elected in April 2017,
becoming the youngest School Board

Member elected in Glendale history.
Shant Sahakian is a lifelong resident

of Glendale and has deep roots in the
community. In the past, he has served as
the Chair of the City of Glendale Arts &
Culture Commission, Chair of Glendale
Youth Alliance, President of the Glendale
Parks & Open Space Foundation, and
Vice President of Glendale Kiwanis. Sa-
hakian’s professional career began at the
age of 14 when he founded his own dig-
ital agency serving businesses and non-
profit organizations with design and
technology services.

Sahakian became the first Armenian
American to be honored with the presti-
gious Man of the Year Award from the
Glendale Chamber of Commerce in 2016.
He is also a recipient of the Hope Dia-
mond Award from the Glendale Educa-
tional Foundation, Community Award
from the Character & Ethics Project, and
the inaugural Hero Award from Glendale
Youth Alliance.

Sahakian holds a Bachelor’s Degree
in Graphic Design with a Marketing
Minor from California State University,
Northridge (CSUN) and a Certificate in
Marketing from University of California,
Los Angeles (UCLA Extension).

Shant and his wife, Suzanna, reside in
Glendale, California with their son, Raffi
Sebastian Sahakian, and are expecting
their second child.

About the Armenian American Museum
The Armenian American Museum and

Cultural Center of California is a developing
project in Glendale, CA with a mission to
promote understanding and appreciation of
America’s ethnic and cultural diversity by
sharing the Armenian American experience.
The Museum will serve as a cultural campus
that enriches the community, educates the
public on the Armenian American story, and
empowers individuals to embrace cultural di-
versity and speak out against prejudice.

The governance of the Museum is en-
trusted to ten Armenian American cultural,
philanthropic, and religious non-profit insti-
tutions including the Armenian Catholic
Eparchy, Armenian Cultural Foundation,
Armenian Evangelical Union of North
America, Armenian General Benevolent
Union Western District, Armenian Mission-
ary Association of America, Armenian Relief
Society Western USA, Nor Or Charitable
Foundation, Nor Serount Cultural Associa-
tion, Western Diocese of the Armenian
Church of North America, and Western
Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church.

Armenian American Museum Appoints Shant
Sahakian as Executive Director

Mission Hills, Calif. The Ararat-Eski-
jian Museum (AEM), National Associa-
tion for Armenian Studies (NAASR), Nor
Serount Cultural Association, and Dr.
Meher & Nina Babian  is pleased to an-
nounce an upcoming talk “How We
Lived: The Houshamadyan Project” by
Dr. Vahe Tachjian.  Sunday March 10th,
4PM Ararat-Eskijian Museum/Sheen
Chapel 15105 Mission Hills Rd., Mission
Hills Ca 91345.

The Houshamadyan website
(www.houshamadyan.org) has existed
since 2011. It is the property of the Berlin
based Houshamadyan non-profit associ-
ation.  The aim of the Houshamadyan
project and the website is to reconstruct
the daily lives of the Ottoman Armenians
and their social environment in all its
facets, to bring back to life the cities,
towns, and village, in which Armenians
lived in the Ottoman Empire by recon-
structing their inheritance – the rich
memory of the local Armenians.
Alongside written articles, the
Houshamadyan website uses a great va-

riety of multi-media tools, such as musi-
cal recordings of historic value, oral his-
tory testimonies, old photographs,
pictures, old film footage, maps, pod-
casts, etc. 

Dr. Vahe Tachjian earned his PhD in
History and Civilization at the École des
Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales
(EHESS) in Paris. He is now the chief ed-
itor of the Berlin based Houshamdyan
website. His main publications are La
France en Cilicie et en Haute-Mé-
sopotamie (2004); Les Arméniens, 1917-
1939: La Quête d’un Refuge (2007,
co-editor); and Ottoman Armenians: Life,
Culture, Society, Vol. 1 (2014,
editor).Daily Life in the Abyss: Genocide
Diaries, 1915-1918 (Berghahn Books,
2017).  

Admission free (Donations appreci-
ated)  Reception following program  For
more information call the Ararat-Eskijian
Museum at 747- 500-7585 or email eski-
jian@ararat-eskijian-museum.com  

Live Stream Ararat-Eskijian Mu-
seum.com Website or Facebook      

“How We Lived: The Houshamadyan Project”
by Dr. Vahe Tachjian.

Divine Liturgy on the Feast of St. Gheovont the Priest
New Diocesan Youth Tradition Established:

45 Young Adults Take Oath to Service

With the participation of the Diocesan Clergy and faithful, the Divine Liturgy was cel-
ebrated at St. Leon (Srbots Ghevontiants) Armenian Cathedral on Tuesday, February 26,
2019 at 6:30 p.m. on the occasion of the Feast of St. Ghevont the Priest and his Companions
(Ghevontiants). 

At the invitation of the Primate, the celebrant was the Rev. Fr. Yeghishe Ksachikyan,
Pastor of St. James Armenian Church of Sacramento. The Rev. Fr. Hovel Ohanyan, Pastor
of St. Vartan Armenian Church of Oakland delivered the homily.  

Earlier this year, a beautiful tradition engaging the youth in the life of the Armenian
Church was established by the Diocesan Primate Archbishop Hovnan Derderian at the
Annual ACYO Assembly in San Francisco. 

Themed Christian Faith  and Motherland, each year, during the celebration of the Di-
vine Liturgy on the Feast of Ghevontiants, young adults would take an oath to selflessly
serve the Armenian Apostolic Church and the Motherland and embrace and uphold the
sanctity of the Armenian Christian Family.     

In a ceremony led by the Primate and clergy, 45 young adults from parishes across the
Western Diocese took the oath, vowing to serve the Armenian Apostolic Church and the
Motherland with unrelenting dedication and enduring affection. Certificates of Recogni-
tion were distributed to the participants  

This beautifully moving ceremonial tradition will carry over to all Diocesan parishes
each year on the Feasts of Vartanants and Ghevontiants.
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NEW YORK, NY - A culturally
unique performance will be presented by
popular Armenian Diasporan singer Elie
Berberyan as the 104th commemoration
of the Armenian Genocide is memorial-
ized in the heart of New York City on
Sunday, April 28, 2019 from 2:00 p.m. to
4:00 p.m.

The program, which will take place in
Times Square, will feature prominent
politicians who tirelessly advocate for
genocide commemoration while cham-
pioning the Republic of Armenia, in ad-
dition to human rights activists,
academics and artists. 

During his tribute, Berberyan will
sing the infamous Charles Aznavour
song “Ils Sont Tombés” (They Fell), to
pay homage to the memory of the mar-
tyrs, as well as to the late singer who
passed away late last year.

“Aznavour is the biggest legend in
the history of Armenian artists and I
want his words about the genocide and
his memory to project from the center of
the world, in New York’s Times Square,”
said Berberyan. 

The historical event will also feature
the poetry of the renowned Hovhannes
Shiraz, “Intz Guh Moranam” (I Forget
Myself) set to music by Majag Toshikian.
Berberyan seeks to “immortalize Shiraz’s
divine words.” 

The third song, “Hayer Miatzek” (Ar-
menians Unite), by Gusan Haykazun, “is
a diasporan message to send to all Ar-
menians to remain a united front” ac-
cording to Berberyan. He cites the
message of peace and love in the song. 

“Even though many years have
passed since the Armenian Genocide, it
does not stop me from remembering it
and instead it gives me more drive,” said
Berberyan. “We are paying tribute to the
ultimate cause that concerns every Ar-

menian in his or her heart.”
The commemoration will be led by

the masters of ceremonies Armen
McOmber, Esq. and Nvair Beyerian, who
will guide the program as the Armenian
Diaspora continues its unyielding efforts
to remember, to honor and to educate the
world about this catastrophic event in
Armenian history that took place in 1915
and claimed the lives of almost 2 million
Armenians -- a piece of history that goes
unrecognized to this day by the Turkish
government.

“We must remain diligent, not only to
demand genocide recognition, but to
share our story with the world so they
can learn from our tragedy and our bur-
den,” said Beylerian. “The mechanisms
that led to ripping our people’s roots
from our land and nearly annihilating
the Armenian people from this earth
have been used by other perpetrators
over and over again. Denial of genocide
is complicity. It sows the seeds for cycli-
cal evil.”

Founded in 1985 by the late Sam Aza-
dian, a former Brooklyn, New York resident,
who lost four siblings during the Armenian
Genocide, the Armenian Genocide Commem-
oration at Times Square has honored the 1.5+
million Armenian lives lost during the hor-
rific events of the 1915 Genocide of the Ar-
menians by the Young Turk Government of
the Ottoman Empire. This internationally-
recognized annual event draws thousands of
Armenians and non-Armenian participants
to commemorate the solemn occasion. The
event features speeches and tributes delivered
by prominent political figures and civic lead-
ers, officials of the Knights and Daughters of
Vartan, representatives of major Armenian-
American organizations, and distinguished
scholars and educators as well as high-rank-
ing Armenian and non-Armenian clergy.



104th Commemoration of the Armenian
Genocide to Take Place in Times Square

Northridge, CA.—The Armenian Stud-
ies Program at California State University,
Northridge (CSUN) and Haigazian Uni-
versity, Beirut, have jointly organized a
book presentation of Roupen Avsharian’s,
Esq., On the Record: Armenian Deputies in
the Lebanese Parliaments, Vol I, 1922-1972,
Vol. II, 1972-2017 (Beirut: Haigazian Uni-
versity Press, 2017), 1,332 pages.  The event
will take place under the high patronage of
Her Excellency, Ms. Mirna Khawly, Consul
General of the Republic of Lebanon in Los
Angeles, on Thursday, April 11, 2019, at
8:00 p.m. at the Glendale Downtown Cen-
tral Public Library, 222 E. Harvard Street,
Glendale, CA, 91205.     

On the Record is the culmination of ex-
tensive research and analysis of the Official
Minutes of the Lebanese Chamber of
Deputies and the Official Gazette of the
Lebanese Republic.  It contains detailed in-
formation extracted from the general pro-
ceedings of more than 2,400 ordinary and
extraordinary meetings of the parliament,
and provides the reader with more than 215
tables with comprehensive data and refer-
ences covering the different aspects of the
involvement of the Lebanese-Armenian
deputies in Lebanese legislative life from
1922 until 2017.

According to Dr. Vahram Shemmassian,
Professor and Director of the Armenian
Studies Program at CSUN, “the book sheds
new light on the contribution of Armenians
to the political landscape of Lebanon, on
the one hand, and the role Armenian
deputies in successive parliaments have
played in promoting understanding and
harmony among the various components
of Lebanese society, on the other.”

Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian, President of
Haigazian University, has added the fol-
lowing observation: The Armenian legisla-
tures “were always mindful of the tragic

past of their Armenian roots and the need
to formally and informally recognize the
Genocide and its consequences.”    

Roupen Avsharian is the General Coun-
sel of Investment Dar Company, a Kuwaiti
conglomerate with investments in Kuwait,
London, Dubai, and Bahrain.  He was also
a partner of Tribonian Law Advisors with
offices in Beirut, Dubai, and Riyadh.  His
practice focuses on multi-jurisdictional re-
structurings, corporate re-organizations
and providing general counsel services to
regulated and unregulated entities.  

The author has a Master of Arts degree
in National Security Studies with emphasis
on the Middle East from AMU at
Charlestown, West Virginia (2004), and
holds a Juris Doctor degree from Western
State University College of Law at Fuller-
ton, California (1996).  

Besides the book, Mr. Avsharian has au-
thored two important book chapters, both
published by Haigazian University Press:
“Armenian MPs throughout the Lebanese
Parliaments: An Assessment from within,”
in Antranig Dakessian, ed., Armenias of
Lebanon (II) (2017), and “Lebanese-Arme-
nians and the Ta’ef Accord,” Aida Boud-
jikanian, ed., Armenians of Lebanon: From
Past Princesses and Refugees to Present-
Day Community (2009).

The public is cordially invited. There
will be book signing and a reception at the
end of the program. Prof. Hasmig Baran,
Chair of Haigazian University Board of
Trustees and Armenian Studies lecturer at
CSUN, has stated that the “proceeds from
the sale of books shall be allocated to
Haigazian University students as scholar-
ships.”  For further information about the
event, you may contact Prof. Shemmassian
at (818) 677-3456 or vahram.shemmass-
ian@csun.edu, or Prof. Baran at
hasmig.baran@csun.edu.

CSUN Armenian Studies and Haigazian University
Jointly Present Roupen Avsharian's Book on
Armenian Deputies in the Lebanese Parliaments
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First Clergy
Conference of 2019 Held
at the Western Diocese

With the participation of all Diocesan
clergy, the first clergy conference of 2019,
presided by the Primate His Eminence
Archbishop Hovnan Derderian, was held
on Tuesday, February 26, the Feast Day of
St. Ghevont the Priest and his companions,
at the Headquarters of the Western Diocese
in Burbank.  

Administrative, organizational and
pastoral matters were addressed and dis-
cussed during the opening session in
which the Diocesan Primate emphasized
the continuing ministerial mission of de-
livering the Word of God to our People.
Youth involvement, service, and immer-
sion in the life of the Church was another
important topic of discussion.  

The significance of The Sacrament of
Confession and Personal Confession  was
the central focus of the second session
which commenced in the afternoon. 

Elaborating on the aforementioned top-
ics was the Very Rev. Fr. Dajad Dz. V.
Yardemian whose presentation was titled
Personal Confession of Sins: A Christian’s
Path to Perfection. Basing his presentation
on scriptural quotes and theological refer-
ences, Fr. Dajad especially highlighted the
boundless divine love and mercy of God in
comprehending the yearning desire for
confession and defining  the relationship
between God and Man. 

Fr. Dajad’s presentation was followed
by a presentation by The Rev. Fr. Zacharia
Saribekyan, Pastor of St. Apkar Armenian
Church of Scottsdale. Titled Repentance
and the Christian Purpose of Confession:
A Return to God and the Salvation of Man,
the informative presentation concluded
with the expression that repentance and
confession can be comprehended by their
uniquely Christian characteristics and are
enlivened through the power of faith and
conviction. 

The Rev. Fr. Avedis Abovian presented
a topic on the significant role of The Father
Confessor: his religious preparation and
obligation. Fr. Avedis’s presentation was
based on the theological writings and tes-
timonies of St. Gregory of Datev, one of the
greatest theologians in the history of the
Armenian Church. 

Fr. Dajad Yardemian’s presentation
was titled “The Sacrament of Repentance
and Personal Confession in accordance
with the theology of the Armenian
Church.” Fr. Dajad cited the parable of The
Prodigal Son in emphasizing the return of
Man to God for acceptance and purifica-
tion. This falls in line with the confession
of sins, an accepted practice in the Armen-
ian Church for centuries that has allowed
the faithful to repent through the assis-
tance of a priest. The presenter also refer-
enced to a stunningly unique effect that is
achieved through confession, namely the
transformation and renewal of one’s life in
Christ. This effect is referred to as divine
grace, through which “one is born anew”
(John 3:3) and a life “lived in Christ after
death” (Romans 6:4,8,11 and 13).     

The aforementioned informative topics
were discussed at length and analyzed by
the clergy. Thoughts and ideas of effective
implementation and providing “Spiritual
Healing” to faithful of the Armenian
Church were shared and exchanged. The
topic of repentance and confession of sins
will be discussed at greater length in the
forthcoming clergy conference which is
scheduled to be held on the eve of the 92nd
Annual Assembly in May.
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