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Vol. 97, #12

The 104th Anniversary of
the Armenian Genocide
Initial Announcement 

The 104th commemoration of the Armenian Genocide will take place on
Wednesday April 24, 2019 beginning at 9:00 a.m. 

The commemoration will take place at the Montebello Armenian Genocide
Monument, located at 930 Via San Clemente, Montebello, CA. Details about
the program will be provided in future announcements regarding the event.  

United Armenian Council of Los Angeles for the
Commemoration of the Armenian Genocide

Dr. Jonathan Conlin
of Southampton Univer-
sity (United Kingdom),
will give a presentation
on “Calouste Gul-
benkian (1869-1955) and
the Pasdurma Problem”
at 7:30PM on Tuesday,
April 2, 2019, in the Uni-
versity Business Center,
Alice Peters Auditorium,
Room 191 on the Fresno
State campus. The pres-
entation is part of the
Armenian Studies Pro-
gram Spring 2019 Lec-
ture Series.

Born into the Ar-
menian merchant elite of
Istanbul in 1869, the
renowned oil magnate Calouste Gul-
benkian made his fortune as a ‘business ar-
chitect,’ persuading rival oil companies to
collaborate for their mutual enrichment,
particularly in the Middle East. The violent
collapse of the Ottoman Empire, the Ar-
menian Genocide and the attempt to estab-
lish a secure “Armenian National Home”
at Versailles barely affected Gulbenkian,
who appeared uninterested in being a
“good Armenian.” His fellow Armenians
nonetheless looked to him as benefactor
and a leader of their diaspora. He was thus
appointed to the presidency of the Armen-
ian General Benevolent Union, the Paris-
based philanthropy which sought to
promote the welfare of Armenian refugees.

Although Gulbenkian spent the whole
of his life living in hotels, he built the near-
est thing he ever had to a “home” in Paris
in the 1920s. This talk will consider the bi-
ographer’s challenges in addressing what

Gulbenkian’s daughter
dubbed “the pasdurma
problem”: the question of
how to situate oneself as a
family which showed lit-
tle interest either in being
“good Armenians” or in
assimilation. It argues that
Gulbenkian’s cosmopoli-
tanism reflected the amira
class from which he
hailed as much as it did
that supranational world
of multi-national oil com-
panies whose emergence
Gulbenkian did so much
to foster.

Born in New York, Dr.
Jonathan Conlin studied
history and modern lan-

guages at Oxford before undertaking grad-
uate degrees at the Courtauld Institute and
Cambridge, where he was subsequently
appointed a Fellow of Sidney Sussex Col-
lege. Since 2006 he has taught history at the
University of Southampton. His books in-
clude a history of the National Gallery
(London), a comparative history of Paris
and London and a biography of Adam
Smith. In 2019 he published Mr. Five Per
Cent: The Many Lives of Calouste Gul-
benkian, World’s Richest Man, the product
of five years’ research in ten countries.

Copies of Mr. Five Per Cent will be on
sale at the lecture.

The lecture is free and open to the pub-
lic. Parking is available in Fresno State Lots
P6 and P5, near the University Business
Center, Fresno State. A free parking code
can be obtained by contacting the Armen-
ian Studies Program.



Jonathan Conlin to speak on
“Calouste Gulbenkian (1869-1955)

and the Pasdurma Problem”

The CineCulture Film Series and the
Armenian Studies Program at Fresno State
are sponsoring the screening of the award-
winning film “Yeva” at 5:30PM on Friday,
March 29, in the Leon and Pete Peters Edu-
cational Auditorium (5010 N. Woodrow
Ave., at the west end of the SaveMart Cen-
ter, near Shaw and Woodrow Aves.), on the
Fresno State campus.

Armenian Studies Program Coordina-
tor Prof. Barlow Der Mugrdechian will be
the discussant for the film.

Written and directed by Anahid Abad,
“Yeva” is an intimate drama of a woman
who suspected of murder, flees to an Ar-
menian village in Karabagh with her young
daughter in tow. Yeva has chosen to return
to the place she briefly worked as a doctor
during the Nagorno-Karabakh war, hoping
she won’t be recognized. With mines still
dotting the hillsides, the conflict remains
part of the fabric of this society and people
still remember Yeva, although they don’t
immediately connect her to the stranger in

their midst. As she integrates into the
rhythm of village life, Yeva’s memories of
the war come flooding back, and a past tied
directly to her current predicament.

Born in an Armenian family in 1969 in
Tehran, Iran, Anahid Abad holds a B.A. in
Film Directing. During her career she has
served as First Assistant Director and Plan-
ner to many movie projects in the profes-
sional Iranian cinema. Since 2006, she has
been a member of the Central Board of As-
sistant Directors & Program Planners Insti-
tute of Iran Cinema and in 2010 she became
the head of the Institute.

Admission is free, but seating is limited.
The screening is open to the public and free
parking is available at any of the adjacent
Fresno State parking lots.

For more information about the presenta-
tion please contact the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram at 278-2669, or visit our website at
www.fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies, or visit
our Facebook page at @ArmenianStudiesFres-
noState.

CineCulture and the Armenian Studies Program
Present the Fresno State Screening of “Yeva”
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Multicultural Day
is a means to increase
awareness of the sig-
nificant need to cele-
brate our diversity
collectively. Teachers
use a wide variety of
activities, practices,
programs, and mate-
rial designed to help
children to learn and
have the opportunity
to be exposed to di-
verse cultures of the
world. Multicultural
Day at C and E Mer-
dinian Armenian
Evangelical School is an opportunity to
celebrate all the richness and benefits we
get from being and living in such a di-
verse community. Merdinian's extraordi-
nary celebration of cultural diversity
took place on March 8, 2019 and included
a special program in the school hall as
well as a feast of various cuisines. 

Before the Multicultural Day, stu-
dents researched and learned about the
culture and country the homeroom
teacher chose for each class. In addition,
students watched videos, created posters
and artwork, and completed writing ac-
tivities. On March 8, 2019 different cul-
tures’ foods, dances, dress, music, and
languages were showcased. Kinder-
garten through 8th grade classes adopted
a country, researched it, and decorated a
booth so that parents and guests enter a
different country, experience a different
culture, and taste a different cuisine. 

Kindergarten Red and Yellow classes
presented America (Hawaii). 

First grade presented Egypt. 
Second grade presented Russia.
Third Red and Yellow classes pre-

sented France.
Fourth grade presented Japan.
Fifth grade presented Sweden. 
Sixth grade presented Belgium. 
Seventh grade presented Armenia.
Eighth grade presented Brazil. 
One of the greatest reasons for Mer-

dinian to organize a Multicultural Day is
for our students, teachers, and families to
encounter and celebrate diversity and
various cultures. Multicultural Day is an
occasion to have fun while strengthening
and promoting the learning of other cul-
tures as well as teaching healthy social
skills in multicultural setting. 

Established in 1982, Merdinian is the
only Armenian Evangelical School in the
United States. The School offers a broad-
based curriculum that fosters academic
excellence, high moral values, and spiri-
tual enrichment in the Armenian Evan-
gelical tradition. The School strives to
create a safe and nurturing environment
where every student receives personal at-
tention to become a successful and re-
sponsible individual.



MULTICULTURAL DAY AT MERDINIAN
SCHOOL

This week a new publication ap-
peared by the Western Diocese of the
Armenian Church, the “33 Selected
Studies,” 345 pages, that represent 66 es-
says covering 33 subjects, evenly trans-
lated into Armenian from the English
original. They appear alternately, Eng-
lish-Armenian, in three sections, hierar-
chy, liturgy, and history. Some were
papers read on certain occasions in ei-
ther language, and others written as
book reviews with commentaries. In the
first section tribute is given to the recent
Pontifical Visit of His Holiness Pope
Francis of Rome to Armenia, and to
seven leading Armenian hierarchs on
their respective anniversaries, touching
in their tenure during the past century
as Catholicoi, Patriarchs, and Primates.

The second part begins with an ob-
servation regarding the controversial
quest of the Language of our Liturgy,
along with its proper administering ver-
sus haphazardly done on personal
choices. It touches on the Armenian
Church Hymnbook and its authorship

through the ten centuries of its gradual
formation from the 5th to the 15th cen-
turies. In addition, a reflection on the
most recent Blessing of the Holy Miuron
in Holy Etchmiadzin has raised a couple
of observations that appear in this sec-
tion. 

The last section is historical, cover-
ing the Renaissance of Western Armenia
from the 16th to the 18th centuries. Sub-
sequently a review on the Armenian
Catholic Patriarchate through the entire
20th century, the Crisis in the Armenian
Patriarchate of Constantinople follow-
ing WWII, and finally on the Martyred
Armenian Clergy who gave their lives
during the Armenian Genocide of 1915,
all of them canonized as Saints of the Ar-
menian Church collectively in 1915 in
Holy Etchmiadzin.

As in the past, the book is generously
sponsored by Nazareth Kevonian and
dedicated to the Martyred Clergy of the
Armenian Church. Copies are available
at the Diocesan Bookstore.



NEW PUBLICATION FROM THE WESTERN DIOCESE
“33 SELECTED ARMENIAN STUDIES”
By Father Zaven Arzoumanian, PhD

The Immorality of the Press
During our years at the university, our Professor of Ethics once cited a beauti-

ful example of constructive human behavior. “Put a knife in the hands of a crim-
inal and you shall see that the knife will be used in murdering others. Put the same
knife in the hands of an honest and kind individual and you shall see that the
knife will be used in slicing bread and sharing it with the less fortunate.”

What a brilliant example. 
The same principle applies to the press and journalism. Unfortunately, the

Press has turned into a dangerous weapon for organizations. Disseminating fal-
sified information, the people who back the Press (newspapers, Facebook or tele-
vision) namely their owners and supporters pursue social, civil and business
interests. This has been the widely accepted practice in all of today’s press and
media. Such practices open the flood gates to exaggerations, mudslinging, hate
speech, slander, and propagation of lies. 

Given the current trend, the fundamental purpose of the Press however is pro-
vide its audience with informative, moral, educative and beneficial information.
The “Freedom of Speech and the Press” have been trampled underfoot by media
sources, becoming immoral in the process. First and foremost, those who abuse
these rights are obliged to respect human rights rather than encouraging and pro-
moting gossip, inciting slander, disrespect, and hatred. Abstaining from spread-
ing lies ought to be the media’s course of action. Those who call themselves
“Investigative Journalists,” ought to look back into their past and at a certain point,
be ashamed of their “moral” behavior, before they go up on stage spreading lies
and seeking morality and decency from others. Proper reporting in journalism re-
quires complete and thorough knowledge and understanding of the subject, and
the not the purposeful distortion of facts and truths benefitting financial sup-
porters. 

Are people that forgetful of their past’s immoral actions?
“Those who have ears, let them hear…” 

SEVAN BERBERIAN

Glendale, CA – Armenian record col-
lector H. ARAKEL will host yet another
evening of ARMENIAN MUSIC OF
AMERICA PRESSED ON 78s focusing
this time on California at the next Abril
Bookstore Music Night on SATURDAY,
MARCH 30, 2019 at 7:30pm at ABRIL
BOOKSTORE - 415 E. Broadway, Glen-
dale, CA.  Admission is free. Priority Re-
served Seating also available by visiting
www.intsmyseat.com/abrilbooks. For
more information, call (818) 243-4112.

From the outskirts of Kharpert to
South Central Los Angeles, H. Arakel
will continue his exploration of the land-

scapes of Armenian-American music
recorded on 78 rpm discs during the
1900s - 1950s in California. This evening,
themed as, Spring-time in California! will
present sweet and sentimental songs, of-
ferings to the future and odes to a lost
past with a healthy dose of bittersweet-
ness. Expect a unique journey from the
streetcars of West Hoboken to the
grapevines of California. In 1920, an Ar-
menian musician/composer from Fresno
asked a question, “Ov Ess Toun” (Who
Are You?). Hear the Harpoot Hepcats
and why they’ll sing at your wedding! 



H. Arakel to host evening of Armenian music
recorded in California
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New York, NY: Holy Martyrs Armenian
Day School is pleased to announce a spe-
cial exhibition drawn from the extraordi-
nary discovery of artwork created by
Arthur Pinajian (1914-1999). Rare works on
paper and canvas will feature the artist’s
mid-century geometric abstractions and
late lyrical landscapes. The limited run ex-
hibition will open on Friday, April 12 and
close on Sunday, April 14, 2019 at St. Var-
tan’s Armenian Cathedral located at 630
Second Ave. New York, NY 10016. A por-
tion of proceeds from sales will benefit
Holy Martyrs Armenian Day School.

Public viewing hours:
Friday, April 12, 4-10 PM
Saturday, April 13, 12-4 PM
Saturday, April 13, 7-10 PM: An evening

reception will be hosted by Holy Martyrs
Armenian School.

Sunday, April 14, 1-4 PM
Twenty-eight rarely seen pieces will be

on display, thereby providing art lovers an
opportunity to view and acquire im-

portant paintings by a man who died in ob-
scurity, but who, through fortuitous
circumstances, has been rediscovered and
reclaimed by the art world. After Pinajian’s
death in 1999, five decades of accumulated
artwork were found stacked up in a Bell-
port, Long Island, cottage he shared with
his sister, Armen.

Pinajian’s life’s work seemed destined
for the dumpster, until at the last moment
this massive body of artwork was rescued
by a cousin.

The unlikely discovery that
rocked the art world

In 2007, the late Dr. William Innes
Homer, once dean of American art histori-
ans, agreed to study the collection and was
stunned by what he found: an almost be-
wildering array of extraordinary abstract
landscape and figurative paintings by a
gifted artist who was completely unknown
in his lifetime. Homer concluded that
Arthur Pinajian represented one of the
most compelling discoveries in the history
of twentieth century American art: “Even
though Pinajian was a creative force to be
reckoned with, during his lifetime he rarely
exhibited or sold his paintings. Instead, he
pursued his goals in isolation with the sin-
gle-minded focus of a Gauguin or Cézanne,
refusing to give up in the face of public in-
difference. In his later years he could be
compared to a lone researcher in a labora-
tory pursuing knowledge for its own sake.
His exhaustive diaries and art notes make it
clear that he dedicated all his days to his
art. He was passionate and unequivocally
committed. Ultimately, Pinajian’s work re-
flects the soul of a flawed, yet brilliant,
artistic genius. When he hits the mark, es-
pecially in his abstractions, he can be
ranked among the best artists of his era.”

In March 2013, in a story heard around
the world, hundreds of news outlets re-
ported the extraordinary value experts had
placed on the Arthur Pinajian collection.

This breathtaking cache required years
of cleaning, archiving, and scholarship to
prepare the works for exhibition. ABC-TV’s
“Good Morning America” featured the
story as “the unlikely discovery that rocked
the art world;” ABC’s ”20/20” reported
that

"Art experts decree Pinajian deserved to
be called one of the great undiscovered ge-
niuses of the Modern Art Movement” and
the New York Times devoted two lengthy
articles to Pinajian, including coverage of
the first, very successful, New York City ex-
hibit in March of 2013.

A Reclusive Abstract
Expressionist

Fleeing Eastern Turkey on the eve of
the Armenian Genocide, Pinajian’s par-
ents met and married in NY. As a boy
growing up in an Armenian community
in West Hoboken, NJ, Pinajian was a com-
pletely self-trained cartoonist. During the
Great Depression he became one of the
pioneers in a new medium: the comic
book. In 1940 he created “Madam Fatal,”
and “Invisible Justice” among other char-
acters for Crack Comics. After World War
II, when he received the Bronze Star of
Valor for heroic action against the Nazis
in Belgium, he enrolled at the Art Stu-
dents League in Woodstock, NY.

Although he associated with a num-
ber of New York Abstract Expressionists,
such as Willem de Kooning, Franz Kline
and Philip Guston, he was largely reclu-
sive. For 22 years his life revolved around
Woodstock, NY, while he passionately
pursued his painting. His admirably po-
etic color combinations are linked to the
tonalities of his better-known fellow Ar-
menian and role model, Arshile Gorky
[ca.1904-1948]. Late in life, Pinajian
moved with his sister to Bellport, Long Is-
land. There, in a tiny bedroom-studio he
strived for visual and spiritual conclu-
sions regarding flatness and color, goals
paralleling those of the Abstract Expres-
sionist movement.

The exhibition is accompanied by a
128-page hardcover book with essays by
art historians Falk, Richard J. Boyle, the
late William Innes Homer, the late art
critic John Perreault, conservator
Jonathan Sherman, bestselling author
Lawrence E. Joseph, owner of the collec-
tion, and Pinajian’s artist cousin, Peter
Najarian. These essays collectively pres-
ent one of the most compelling discover-
ies in the history of 20th century

American art.

The Vonnegut Connection
There is an astonishing correspon-

dence between Pinajian and Karabekian,
the hero in Kurt Vonnegut’s Bluebeard:
The Autobiography of Rabo Karabekian, a
1987 novel about an eccentric painter. Both
Pinajian and Karabekian, a.k.a. Bluebeard,
were Armenian-Americans, raised by par-
ents who survived the 1915 Armenian
Genocide of approximately one and a half
million men, women and children, and
made their way to the United States where
they raised families during the Great De-
pression.

Both men then served with the United
States Army during World War II in the
European theater, each earning the Bronze
Star for valor. After the war, both aban-
doned their careers as illustrators for
higher artistic pursuits, joined the Art Stu-
dents League in New York, and hung out
with the Abstract Expressionists at the
Cedar Tavern in Greenwich Village. Both
eventually moved to Long Island’s East
End near the ocean, where they kept their
paintings tightly locked away in a garage.

Breaking Vonnegut’s character mold,
Pinajian has now burst onto the public
stage, inciting a publicity storm with his
arrival. His extraordinary artistic gifts
have attracted the attention of art collec-
tors, curators, and critics all over the
world.

Finally, the artist has found his audi-
ence.

Of special interest, three canvases re-
cently returned to the Estate from their
three- year exhibition at the US Embassy
in Yerevan, Armenia will be on display.

Holy Martyrs Armenian Day
School

Founded in 1967, Holy Martyrs Armenian
Day School (www.HMADS.org) has earned a
well-deserved reputation for academic excel-
lence and for inspiring a love of Armenian her-
itage in her students. This private,
independently funded, award-winning N-6 ele-
mentary school chartered by the New York State
Department of Education, combines the best el-
ements of American education with an Armen-
ian Studies program emphasizing Armenian
language, history and culture. Alumni have dis-
tinguished themselves with academic and pro-
fessional honors since the first class of graduates
in 1982 and are active and respected members of
their communities.

One need only visit HMADS to appreciate
the invaluable contribution it is making to the
future of our nation and people, carefully nur-
turing the growth of our children not only as
Americans but also as Armenians. Today,
HMADS stands as the only Armenian day
school in New York and proudly celebrates over
50 golden years as a pillar of the community.



RARE PAINTINGS BY ARTHUR PINAJIAN ON DISPLAY
Exhibition at St. Vartan’s Armenian Cathedral will benefit Holy Martyrs Armenian Day School, Friday, April 12 – Sunday April 14

Salem Lutheran School in Glendale

         
   

  ,   100  
 

  1211 N. Brand Blvd., Glendale CA 91202, Tel: (818)243-8264
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Los Ange-
les, to me,
never symbol-
ized stars,
signs and star-
dom. When-
ever we
packed our
bags during
the holidays, it
wasn’t Holly-
wood we were
heading to -
we were
preparing to
enter an Ar-
menian en-
clave, one that
couldn’t be found in the homeland or in
my parent’s birthplaces of Aleppo and
Beirut. It was something else, a unique
sensation, an amalgam from one tip of the
Diaspora to the other. 

As an East Coaster, it was a culture
shock every time we traveled to Los An-
geles to visit my dad’s side of the family.
The innumerable trips we took through-
out the years gave me a chance from a
young age to not only catch a glimpse of,
but to relive my parents’ experiences of
their upbringing: eating manaish fresh
out of an industrial oven a couple of
blocks down from my grandparents’
apartment on Everett Street in Glendale,
watching my grandfather in his retire-
ment still at work for the community at
the Tekeyan Cultural Center in Altadena,
observing the editor of Nor Gyank laying
out the newspaper on Colorado Street,
visiting my cousins at the AGBU
Manoogian-Demirdjian Armenian day
school, and tasting my grandmother’s
homemade !!"#$% &'"#( (pumpkin jam)
as alumni from Beirut’s Vahan Tekeyan
School breezed in and out for impromptu
coffee and conversation with their former
principal, Yervant Babayan.

Our tourist photos weren’t only at the
Grauman’s Chinese Theater or the Walk
of Fame in Hollywood. They were also a
few miles away along the storefronts of
Zankou Chicken and PEKO records. It
was a marvel to me that the intertwining
of the past and the present existed out-
side of the storied Diasporan communi-
ties of the Middle East, which certainly
were not found in my hometown of Sad-
dle River, New Jersey. Even the climate
and the beaches were somehow reminis-
cent of the Mediterranean.

As I’ve woven into the thread of the
intricate fabric here in Los Angeles for al-
most a year, I once again see the fusion of
the past and the present: reading books of
an eminent church leader who read my
grandfather’s books, seeing him in action
coalescing the community the same way
he saw my grandfather do a generation
before; shopping at the same bookstore I
would go to as a youngster, now the next
generation at the helm with a similar vi-
sion intact; going up and down those
steep stairs of the Tekeyan Cultural Cen-
ter, this time passing by, instead of enter-
ing, my grandfather’s old office.

This city is the Armenian Diaspora
squeezed into a radius of less than 100
miles. Among the cramped freeways and
open valleys, pockets of neighborhoods
have formed and flourished over the
years: Armenians from Iran, Lebanon,
Iraq, Turkey, Syria, Cyprus and Armenia

itself, each
b r i n g i n g
s o m e t h i n g
palatable to
the diversi-
fied table,
whether it be
the literature,
music, cui-
sine, customs
or history re-
flecting the
very commu-
nities Arme-
nians found
safe haven
and new-
found oppor-

tunities. In a solitary sitting, conversation
can be shared with a multitude of Arme-
nians who have contrasting perspectives,
but whose core essence remains the same.
I was reminded of this during an ex-
change with an Uber driver, whose fam-
ily fled Van during the Armenian
Genocide and sought solace in Tehran,
only to witness further upheaval at the
onset of the Iranian revolution, serve in
the Iran-Iraq war and eventually suc-
cumb to that Armenian trajectory, dis-
placed once again and finding sanctuary
here in Glendale. As we drifted along the
405 freeway towards Sherman Oaks, our
divergent pasts took a backseat and we
spoke, in different dialects, neither of us
leaning into English. Our impact as Ar-
menians has always been far beyond our
numerical count, as is our inherent abil-
ity to create community, in even the most
far-flung parts of the world, and that is
because our themes are universal: from
migration to the concerns of assimilation
and ultimately, to preserving the Armen-
ian language, culture and religion, no
matter the cost. 

It was with all of this in mind when I
wrote Where Is Your Groom? ()*+&! ,-#.
/:) and its sequel, both of which are
rooted in this idea of finding the mean-
ingful similarities in our palpable differ-
ences, while showcasing these relevant
themes. The first part focused on a dias-
poran Armenian family’s desire for their
children to carry on their culture, while
the second, in a stand-alone play, high-
lights the comedy that emerges when two
families come together to plan their chil-
dren’s wedding, bringing to life, through
satire, the alternating worries of mixed
generations. 

The play’s purpose, however, sur-
passes the stage. It gives me the chance to
work with, and learn from, veteran actors
who graced the stages of Beirut, where
the Armenian Diaspora experienced a re-
birth, and where the curtains didn’t close
on a city bombarded by civil war. The cast
includes leading actors, such as Harout
Soghomonian, who, along with Maro
Ajemian and Sossy Varjabedian, tran-
scend a bygone golden era. 

“I am delighted to be part of an origi-
nal play and interact with all generations
of Armenians,” said Soghomonian, an
actor, comedian and musician who plays
the role of the patriarch, Koko in the play.
“This is a great group of talented indi-
viduals who I look forward to sharing the
stage with while bringing laughter and
meaningful dialogue to the audience.”

The 20-member cast and crew - in-
cluding Aleen Khanjian Esq., Mardik Isk-

enderian, Asdghig Abadjian, Arevig
Abadjian, George Semerjian and Arees
Setrak - have become embedded in their
culture while expanding their networks
and friendships by joining this produc-
tion.

“I am so eager to possess this creative
outlet,” said Khanjian, who assumes the
part of the non-Armenian wedding plan-
ner. “This play is fresh, funny, and relat-
able and I feel privileged to take part in
it.” 

They fuse their experiences with
Sarineh Garapetian and Raffi Rupchian,
trained actors who are familiar with the
stage through diverse productions on the
stage and in film.

Where Is Your Groom? ()*+&! ,-#. /)
also creates a forum for those with a nat-
ural propensity towards acting, provid-
ing a safe space to further dig into the
craft.

“It’s been a refreshing and fulfilling
journey to find the key to unlock my
character, who is a mirror image of our
generation,” said Zaven Demirjian, who
tackles the role of the groom, Ari. Demir-
jian’s interest in theater was sparked as a
student at the AGBU Manoogian-
Demirdjian School, where he participated
in the drama department. This produc-
tion has further ignited his passion for
acting. “I am excited for the audience to
engage and connect with our characters’
modernized struggles, not only in rela-
tionships, but also in themselves.”

This play has brought together the
East and West coast Armenian communi-
ties as many longtime friends, who are
currently living in Los Angeles, became
part of this production, including Aleen
Vartkessian, Joseph Hovsepian, Hannah
Pollock, Haig Hovnanian and Deepender
Singh. A decades-long cross-country
friendship is highlighted through Los An-
geles-born cast member Dr. Sharis Si-
monian, whom I met during the AGBU
Summer Internship Program in New
York. 

“I’m thankful to be around such tal-
ented and witty Armenians who are all
beyond dedicated to bring laughter and
joy to the community,” said Vartkessian,
Director of Sales at Kate Somerville Skin-
care, who plays the role of Sirvart, the
blunt and overbearing future mother-in-
law. 

It reflects, through comedy, the dis-
tinct characteristics among Armenians
and the rich tapestry of our people. 

“This captivating play is a true reflec-
tion of an Armenian household and cul-
ture,” said Singh, a project manager, who
represents the unique fragments of the
Diaspora through his portrayal of an Ar-

menian-Indian character. “Taleen has bro-
ken ground by conveying the influences
of the Diaspora, proving that they are all
beautifully colored flowers comprising
the single wholesome Armenian rooted
tree.”

Growing up, the arts were important
in our home. There was something to
learn from every production, from the
classics on Broadway to the cultural the-
ater of the Tekeyan Cultural Association’s
Mher Megerdichian Theater Group of
Greater New York. It was there I experi-
enced Hagop Baronian’s satire “The Flat-
terer” and William Saroyan’s nostalgic
“My Heart is in the Highlands.” I saw
community members slip into characters
and hit the stage, upholding the words
and creations of revered playwrights re-
flecting their time period. 

Where Is Your Groom? ()*+&! ,-#. /)
is our generation’s contribution. Since its
first production in 2013 at The Players
Theatre in New York’s legendary Green-
wich Village, we have performed 15 times
for over 4,000 audience members, who
each found pieces of themselves in the
characters on stage. Over 50 cast and
crew have participated in these manifold
productions, on both coasts, developing
friendships, and even finding grooms.
Through theater, one of the world’s oldest
artistic forms of expression, a light shines
on the critical and timely subjects in the
Diaspora and ignites a necessary conver-
sation to ensure that we remain tied to
our heritage, in our own way and on our
own terms. 

At a recent rehearsal, cast member
Henry Abadjian handed me a card that
was once written to his mother. My
grandfather’s steady handwriting was
unmistakable, as were his trademark
traces of erased pencil lines under each
carefully written word.  On the back of
the card was the address of that Everett
Street apartment, to this day an un-
touched space in Glendale’s ongoing
transformation. There was something
very mythical about that past once again
permeating into the present, tying gener-
ations and geographic locations together,
to bring the present to life - on stage.

"Where Is Your Groom? ()*+&! ,-#. /)
II" will take place on Sunday, March 31,
2019 at 6:00 p.m., at the AGBU
Manoukian Performing Arts Center in
Pasadena, CA. Running time is 90 min-
utes plus intermission. Play is in English
with some Armenian.

Tickets are available online at
https://www.showclix.com/event/whe
re-is-your-groom-ii or by phone at 888-
718-4253.



Where is your groom? PartII
By TALEEN BABAYAN
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