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A PUBLICATION OF ARMENIAN DEMOCRATIC LIBERAL PARTY, WESTERN DISTRICT COMMITTEE OF THE UNITED STATES

Thursday, March 14, 2019
Vol. 97, #11

Dear Friends,
The 2020 election cycle starts super early. We moved up the

California Primary to March 3, 2020 to give voters a stronger voice
in the Presidential Primary.  

Vote-By-Mail ballots will begin arriving on February 3, 2020! 
Due to this change, I need to start my re-election campaign sooner

than I had hoped. Please join me for a special celebration, my 46th
Birthday & Re-Election Fundraiser!

Tickets for Friends are $46. 
When: Sunday March 24, 2019, 4PM - 6PM

Location: Momed, Atwater Village
3245 Casitas Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90039

Please RSVP to Lisa Stratton Elliott 916-400-3721 or
lisa@strattonconsulting.net

We also have sponsorship options:
*Sponsorships:

$4,700 HOST * $2,500 CO-HOST * $1,500 SPONSOR
*To sponsor, please call Lisa at 916-400-3721. 

Thank you so much for your continued support.  

Adrin Nazarian
Assemblymember, 46th District 

SIS files new motion to prolong Robert
Kocharyan’s pre-trial detention by 2 months

ARMENPRESS. The Special Investigation
Service of Armenia has filed a new motion to
prolong the pre-trial detention of 2nd President
of Armenia Robert Kocharyan by 2 months. The
court hearing is scheduled on March 13 at 12:30,
reads the statement issued by the lawyers of
Robert Kocharyan.  

On January 18 the court of 1st instance ap-
proved the motion of the SIS to extend the pre-
trial detention of Robert Kocharyan by two
months.

Former President of Armenia Robert Kocharyan was charged by the Special In-
vestigative Service in July 2018 for breaching constitutional order during the 2008
March 1 unrest that claimed lives of 10 people.

Important to clarify OSCE Minsk Group
Co-Chairs’ proposed principles, elements – says
Pashinyan

ARMENPRESS. Prime Minister of
Armenia Nikol Pashinyan says an im-
portant goal of the upcoming NK conflict
resolution negotiations process must be
the clarification of the 3 principles and 6
elements brought forward by the OSCE
Minsk Group Co-Chairs.

Important question that requires an
answer is the following – does the Gov-
ernment of Armenia accept the 3 princi-
ples and 6 elements of the OSCE Minsk
Group Co-Chairs as a basis for negotia-
tions process? This is truly a highly im-
portant question, but in response to this
question we need important clarifica-
tions. And what might these principles
mean practically, and who has the right
to interpret them? This is important, be-
cause the way these principles Azerbai-
jan is interpreting is unacceptable for us.
We certainly can proceed with our own
interpretation of these principles, but this
has no sense because our goal isn’t a ver-
bal altercation but efficient negotiations
process. And therefore, records not giv-
ing way for misinterpretations should
become basis of negotiations process. But
the principles and elements proposed by
the Co-Chairs, as I already mentioned,
have caused the most various and most
differing interpretations in the past 10
years, and therefore the clarification of
the so-called main contradictions, the 3
principles and 6 elements, must be the
important goal of the upcoming negotia-
tions process, and we are ready for this
kind of a talk also.

The next important issue is prepara-
tion of the populations for peace. I find it
noteworthy to stress that preparing the
populations for peace cannot be the indi-

vidual problem of a given government
involved in the talks, this is a joint work.
I mean, for example, preparation of the
Azerbaijani community for peace must
take place not only with the participation
of Azerbaijan, but also the Government
of Armenia. This is the very realization
that forced me in autumn of 2018 to
make basically an unprecedented state-
ment in our times from parliament floor,
saying that any solution of the Karabakh
issue must be acceptable for the popula-
tions of Armenia, of Artsakh and of Azer-
baijan. This was my contribution in
preparing for peace not only the popula-
tions of Armenia and Artsakh but also of
Azerbaijan. Regretfully, we don’t see ad-
equate statements or steps by the Azer-
baijani president. Despite this, I am ready
to continue dialogue not only with the
Azerbaijani president, but also the peo-
ple of Azerbaijan, because I am sure that
the people of Azerbaijan are as much
peace-loving as the people of Armenia
and the people of Artsakh”, he said dur-
ing a joint meeting of Armenia’s and Art-
sakh’s security councils in Stepanakert.

Edited and translated by
Stepan Kocharyan

President Sarkissian hosts
representatives of AAA

ARMENPRESS. President of Armenia
Armen Sarkissian on March 12 received
Anthony Barsamian, co-chair of the Board
of Trustees of the Armenian Assembly of
America, and the organization’s regional
director Arpi Vardanyan, the Presidential
Office told Armenpress.

The President highly valued the As-
sembly’s work, highlighting its role in ac-
tively participating to the solution of
various pan-national issues.

In their turn the Assembly representa-
tives introduced the President on the ongo-
ing programs and projects.

The sides exchanged views on issues of
pan-Armenian importance, as well as on a
number of prospective programs and their
implementation.

Armenian minister holds
meeting with new US
Ambassador

Minister of nature protection Erik
Grigoryan today had a meeting with new
US Ambassador to Armenia Lynne Tracy,
the ministry told Armenpress.

The minister welcomed the delega-
tion led by the Ambassador and congrat-
ulated Mrs. Lynne Tracy on assuming her
diplomatic mission in Armenia, wishing
productive work. 

In her turn the US Ambassador
thanked for the reception and wishes.
She reaffirmed her country’s readiness to
continue and expand the partnership for
solving environmental issues.
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Patriarch Mesrob Mutafyan was
one of the most courageous, princi-
pled and forward looking church lead-
ers in the contemporary history of the
Armenian Church.  His youth,
charisma, strong pastoral and admin-
istrative leadership were assets that
the community in Turkey needed at
the time of his election as Patriarch.
However, his decade-long illness
made it impossible to fulfil the hopes
of the expected new era in the life of
the Armenian community in Turkey. 

Physically a towering figure, even
as he resembled a biblical character,
his thinking was fully in step with the
times, creative and purposeful.  Above
all, as a priest and hierarch, he was a
deeply spiritual person and tried to
live what he preached. He became an
inspiring role model for multitudes of
young people for whom he dedicated
serious time and energy with the love of an elder
brother. 

For Patriarch Mesrob, Christian faith and Armenian
culture and language were inseparably intertwined—
like body and soul. Unlike many high ranking clergy-
men, his sermons were almost entirely focused on the
Gospel message and its relevance to Armenians today.
His Eastern message to the Armenian people on the oc-
casion of the Jubilee of Christianity in Armenia in 2001,
was indicative:  “Although you have not personally seen
the miraculous Resurrection of the Savior, re-confess and
strengthen your faith in the witness of the first Illumi-
nators, St. Thaddeus and St. Bartholomew and the other
Apostles. Anchor unshakably your spiritual life in the
preaching, character and exemplary life of our Patron
Saint, Gregory the Illuminator, and the multitudes of
other Christ-loving holy fathers.”

When in August 1999 a devastating earthquake hit
Turkey’s Marmara region, killing almost 20,000 people,
injuring more than 27,000 people and leaving hundreds
of thousands homeless, Patriarch Mesrob was one of the
first leaders behind the immediate organization of relief
work. Within hours after the earthquake, he mobilized
the Armenian community and sent rescue teams to the
affected areas to help the victims. Aid distribution con-
tinued for months.  This enormous effort was organized
despite far-right Nationalist Action Party Health Minis-
ter Osman Durmus’ notorious decision to reject rescuers
and aid from Armenia, Greece, and Romania. In a touch-
ing move, Mutafyan adopted three Armenian orphans
whose parents were killed in the earthquake—one of
them a 12-year-old girl whose left leg was amputated.
He assured them that they will be taken care of until
they graduate from university. 

Two of the eminent patriarchs that Mutafyan ad-
mired for their indelible leadership and prolific scholar-
ship were Hovhaness IXth Golod (1715-1741) and the
formidable Malachia Ormanyan (1896-1908). But most
influential in his life was the saintly Patriarch Shnork
Kalustian (1963-1990), his spiritual father and a constant
inspiration for the ideal religious life. 

Mutafyan’s appreciation and taste for aesthetic de-
tails brought a certain degree of sophistication to the Pa-
triarchal office and regalia, yet he remained faithful to
church tradition and the rich history of the Patriarchate,
which was established in 1461.  

The assassination of Hrant Dink in January 2007 had
a shocking effect on Mutafyan, as he too, started to re-
ceive more frequent death threats.  In June of that year,
he went to Ankara to meet with the Chief of the General
Staff, General Yaar Büyükanıt, the top military man in
Turkey, a rather unusual visit for a religious leader, but
indicative of the tortuous relationship of the church and
the community with the Turkish state. When asked why
Mutafyan wished to meet with the military head rather
than the Prime Minister, he said there were allegations
that Hrant Dink was assassinated by the security forces

and, therefore, he wanted to ask the army chief “the nec-
essary question: What would you advise the Armeni-
ans? What should we do?”

In that fateful year, he was involved in a serious car
accident from which he did not fully recover. Along with
the anxieties caused by death threats, his health gradu-
ally deteriorated for mysterious reasons. In the summer
of 2008, the Holy Saviour Armenian Hospital in Istan-
bul (". #$%&' ()*+,&- .&/+-0+-12) officially announced
that the Patriarch is afflicted with Alzheimer’s disease.
Eight years later, in October 2016, the Clergy Council of
the Patriarchate officially retired him through a canoni-
cal procedure, but the Turkish government did not rec-
ognize it and insisted that Mutafyan is the Patriarch as
long as he is alive. For over a decade until his death on
8th March 2019, he remained in vegetative state in the
hospital, away from public view and unable to carry out
his patriarchal duties. He is survived by his mother Di-
ramayr Mari Mutafyan and his sisters.  

Archbishop Mesrob Mutafyan was elected 84th Pa-
triarch of “Istanbul and All of Turkey” on 14 October
1998, at the young age of 42, after months of state inter-
ference in the election process.  The election took place
only after the Governor of Istanbul sent the required ap-
proval of the Government, which permitted the Armen-
ian community in Turkey to proceed. The 79 lay and 10
clergy delegates of the General Assembly of the Armen-
ian Church Community officially represented 15,811
church members from Istanbul, Kayseri, Diyarbakir, Isk-
enderun, Kirikhan and Vakifkoy. 

While historically known as the Armenian Patriar-
chate of Constantinople—and still referred to as such in
Armenian (3+4$&+$5167&6- .+,12 8194+-0-16:1;91,)—
the reference to the ancient capital of Byzantium is a
taboo and considered a politically charged term.  Indeed,
a few months before his election, a Turkish television ac-
cused Archbishop Mesrob of committing "a crime" by
placing a wreath at the funeral of his predecessor with
the Armenian inscription: “Patriarchate of Constantino-
ple”. Likewise, the Greek Patriarch, who is recognised
as the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople by the Or-
thodox world, is referred to in Turkey and by official-
dom as the “Patriarch of Fener”, after the
neighbourhood where the patriarchal headquarters are
located. It must be noted that both Patriarchates do not
have legal status, which means they cannot engage in
legal transactions. Ninety-six years after the establish-
ment of the Turkish Republic, the Turkish state continues
to refuse to recognise them as legal personalities. 

At the time of his election, the Turkish state had im-
plicitly made its displeasure with Archbishop Mesrob
Mutafyan’s candidacy known. In addition to his auda-
cious public pronouncements as the Chancellor of the
Patriarchate, during previous Patriarchal elections in
1990 and 1998, the charismatic bishop had led the cam-
paign for a “people’s choice,” rather than supporting the
candidate favoured by the Turkish government.  The
mobilisation during these elections became the catalyst

for the community to become active
again and engage with the Govern-
ment and politics. Mutafyan mobi-
lized a group of young and
progressive Armenians and engaged
them in community affairs. Among
them was Hrant Dink, who became a
spokesperson of the Patriarchate in
the early 1990s and from where the
idea for Agos germinated.  The
hunger to speak out and the desire to
address the "existential" problems sur-
rounding the Armenian Church and
community institutions in general,
sparked the creation of the bilingual
weekly newspaper in April 1996.  

Patriarch Mesrob was invariably
criticized by the media in Armenia
and the Diaspora for statements he
had made or policies he had adopted.
Fierce criticism were levelled at him
from Istanbul to Etchmiadzin and to

various circles in the Diaspora, especially when he was
publically critical of the Catholicos or when he champi-
oned the cause of the Melkonian School in Cyprus, or
when he spoke, for domestic reasons in Turkey, against
the recognition of the Genocide by foreign parliaments.
One Armenian party newspaper preposterously warned
that Mutafyan is exporting “his eccentricities to other
communities with unchecked imperial ambitions.”

Most notably, in June 1998, Mutafyan made head-
lines for commenting on the French National Assembly's
affirmation of the Armenian Genocide. "The Armenian
community in Turkey finds itself between two fires," he
said. "The state of Armenia, the Armenian Diaspora and
the Turkish government, all three have different views
and opinions... when these three shoot at each other, we
are right in the middle," he said with frustration. 

Leading an extremely vulnerable community re-
quired understanding, diplomacy, patience and judg-
ment. Surely, Mutafyan did not satisfy
everyone—Armenia, Diaspora or Turkey—but he had
said from the outset of his tenure that his responsibility
is to place the interests of his flock and community
above all other considerations.

In the early 2000s, Patriarch Mesrob and Hrant Dink
had bitter disagreements, especially over the critical
issue of as to who should represent the Armenian com-
munity before the government. Many at times the dis-
pute over policy and procedure played out in the media.
Nevertheless, their essential problems and issues vis a
vis the Turkish state and society were the same: state-in-
stituted discrimination of minorities and erosion of their
rights.   In his eulogy at Hrant Dink’s funeral, Patriarch
Mesrob lamented the “enmity against the Armenians”
created in society and said efforts to eliminate such char-
acterizations should “begin with our school textbooks
and our schools to change the attitude, mentality, and
practices that are behind the perception of Armenians as
enemies, so that our government and people accept us
not as foreigners and potential enemies but as citizens
of the Republic of Turkey, who have lived for thousands
of years on this soil.”

Long before Hrant Dink’s entrance into public life,
in the late 1980s there were steady public campaigns
through the media and the courts against a number of
clergymen—the religious leadership of the commu-
nity—among them Bishop Mesrob, when he was the
outspoken young Chancellor of the Patriarchate.  He
was falsely accused of supporting, predictably, “terror-
ist acts against Turks” in sensationalist newspaper head-
lines.  Among a host of preposterous court cases brought
against him in the same period, one is notable.  In 1987
Mutafyan appeared in a Turkish Criminal Court in Is-
tanbul to face charges for violating the country’s statutes
on the preservation of historical buildings.  A state pros-
ecutor had charged him of being guilty of covering the
leaking roof of a balcony of the Armenian Patriarchate

A decade-long goodbye for a journey cut short
In Memoriam: Patriarch Mesrob Mutafyan (1956-2019)

Dr. HRATCH TCHILINGIRIAN

Cont. on p.9
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with rubber-based tiles (“eternite”). The
prosecutor asked the court to sentence
Mutafyan to two to five year prison term
for the offense.  A confidential report, re-
vealed during Hrant Dink’s trial, showed
that Mutafyan was under surveillance by
the police and intelligence services “for
his Armenian nationalist inclinations”—
as labelled by the state agencies.

Upon his election as Patriarch, Mu-
tafyan was able to develop a modus
vivendi with the state, even as he de-
manded respect for the rights of the
church and community with tact and dis-
cretion. During a visit to Ankara in 2001,
he assured the Chairman of the Grand
National Assembly that “the interests of
the Turkish Armenians are in line with
the interests of the State and the place
where the problems of the Community
are ought to be discussed is the [Parlia-
ment].”

Among the critical challenges Patri-
arch Mesrob faced at his election was the
lack of adequately trained and sufficient
number of priests to staff Istanbul's 33
Armenian churches. Over the years he
successfully recruited a cadre of young
candidates, trained and ordained them to
the priesthood. Many of them continue
to serve the Patriarchate until today. 

Minas Mutafyan, his baptismal name,
was born in Istanbul in 1956. Upon com-
pleting his elementary education at the
local Essayan Armenian School, he at-
tended a British secondary school in Is-
tanbul and later the American High
School in Stuttgart, Germany.  He gradu-
ated with Bachelors in sociology and phi-
losophy from the University of
Memphis, Tennessee. He was ordained a
priest in May 1979 by his spiritual men-
tor Patriarch Shnork Kalustian.  Mu-
tafyan continued his graduate studies in
Old Testament and archaeology at the
Hebrew University and the American
Biblical Institute in Jerusalem.  In Sep-
tember 1986 he was consecrated a bishop
by Catholicos Vazken I in Etchmiadzin.
While continuing his post graduate stud-
ies, he served the pastoral and spiritual

needs of the community though various
churches in Istanbul and the Princes’ Is-
lands and held high level positions
within the Patriarchate. 

Being Patriarch of Turkey is not an
envious position. The Armenian com-
munity, the religious and lay leadership
in Turkey have to constantly juggle their
ethnic and state loyalties. "Every Armen-
ian in Turkey grows up with three ele-
ments in his personality: being a Turkish
citizen, then his heritage as an Armenian,
and then his faith as a Christian in a
country which is overwhelmingly-99
percent-Moslem," Mutafyan had ex-
plained in an interview.

The elections of church and charity
trusts are major “political” issue for the
Turkish Government. It is one of the con-
trolling mechanisms of the state by
which it manages the affairs of the mi-
norities and ensures loyalty. Since 2013,
the Government has not allowed minori-
ties to hold new elections. Previously,
even participation in elections outside
Turkey were not allowed. For instance, in
1995, Ankara forbade lay delegates from
Istanbul to participate in elections for a
new Catholicos in Armenia. A year ear-
lier, the Government had ordered the Pa-
triarchate to disband its Council of lay
advisors. 

In the coming months it remains to be
seen as to how the Turkish government
will handle the election of Mutafyan’s
successor.  Predictably, the election
process will face the customary state-im-
posed restrictions and administrative
hurdles, which will be exacerbated by the
personality clashes and ambitions of the
high ranking clergymen at the Patriar-
chate. Turkish law mandates Mutafyan’s
successor to be a Turkish citizen or at
least born in Turkey,  preferably one who
has completed the mandatory Turkish
military service, which limits the list of
eligible candidates to only a few. None
have the calibre and gravitas of Patriarch
Mesrob Mutafyan.  Enormous challenges
are ahead of the Church and community
in Turkey. 

Salem Lutheran School in Glendale

         
   

  ,   100  
 

  1211 N. Brand Blvd., Glendale CA 91202, Tel: (818)243-8264

St. John Garabed Armenian Church
and adjacent church banquet hall

‘No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will
be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money’ Matthew 6:24

The Annual Parish Assembly of St. John Garabed Armenian Church of Hollywood
convened on February 17, 2019. As the highest authoritative body of the parish, the As-
sembly referenced to the legal proceedings pertaining to the church construction as well
as the adjacent church banquet hall (Taglyan Cultural Complex).

More specifically, the Assembly officially announced the recommencement of the
church construction in the near future.

In response to public interest, the Assembly made the following assertions:
a. The catering company, which was allowed to use the banquet hall, is not the owner

of the banquet hall, nor has it ever been. The catering company does not have any own-
ership or possessory rights to the banquet hall whatsoever.

b. Despite the above mentioned, motivated by personal and business interests, a law-
suit was filed against the church, attempting to encroach on the legal rights of the insti-
tution. Consequently, the church filed an unlawful detainer suit.

c. The Assembly and the legal counsel representing the case, disagree with the court’s
latest ruling, which we consider a small setback. We will strongly continue to defend
the rights of the church, utilizing all legal avenues.

d. The Assembly vehemently condemned the deliberate misinformation and slan-
der unleashed by a ‘smear merchant’ and their so-called media outlets.

e. The Assembly expressed its full-fledged support of the Parish Council and the
Parish Priest. 

f. In response to circulating unsubstantiated information, innuendo, gossip and ob-
vious lies, it was promised to address the public with factual evidence via television and
other media sources on the issues pertaining to the church building and the adjacent
church banquet hall after the closure of legal proceedings.

In conclusion, the Assembly exhorted the public not to yield to the falsified news
disseminated by the hateful misinformation machine and not to give way to gossip and
insults.

St. John Garabed Armenian Church has always been and continues to be accountable
to its members and continues to fulfill its mission with full transparency in accordance
with the By-Laws of the Western Diocese and the laws of the United States. Any indi-
vidual or organization wishing to obtain clarifications or accurate information, may
reach out to the Parish Council of St. John Garabed Armenian Church without any hes-
itation.

The Armenian Church will not stoop to the level of petty and misguided individu-
als. We will remain steadfast in our mission of serving our faithful.

PARISH ASSEMBLY  ST. JOHN GARABED
ARMENIAN CHURCH

‘Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all.’
Romans 12:17

March 11, 2019, Hollywood, CA

In Memoriam: Patriarch Mesrob Mutafyan
(1956-2019)

Cont. from p. 8
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Consul General’s lecture
organized by the Armenian
Engineers and Scientists of
America

On March 10, Armenian Engineers
and Scientists of America initiated a lec-
ture-based discussion, where Consul Gen-
eral of Armenia in Los Angeles Dr. Armen
Baibourtian was invited to be the speaker.
His lecture was titled “Armenia’s Transi-
tion: Challenges and Opportunities for a
Quantum Leap.” The presentation was
dedicated to perspectives opened up for
Armenia and analyzed within a more
comprehensive context of challenges and
opportunities, institutional capabilities,
and prospects.

Ambassador Baibourtian presented
his vision for transformation of the coun-
try’s political institutions, sustainable de-
velopment, and economic ascent
stipulated by comprehensive reforms. He
outlined the ways and the toolkit for di-
rect engagement of the Armenian Dias-
pora, in particular the Armenian
community of California, in those
processes highlighting its all-national
essence. The Consul General also con-
versed about the impact of recent political
developments in Armenia on the coun-
try’s political, economic, social, and pub-
lic realms. 

Meeting of Consul
General Baibourtian
with Los Angeles
County Sheriff

On March 10, Consul General of Ar-
menia Armen Baibourtian paid a visit to
the newly elected Los Angeles County
(the largest county in the United States
with a population of 10.5 million) Sheriff
Alex Villanueva.

Ambassador Baibourtian congratu-
lated the Sheriff on assuming his impor-
tant position. During the meeting, they
discussed agenda items relating to coop-
eration with Armenia, Armenian commu-
nities of Southern California with focus on
Los Angeles, as well as the Armenian-
American community at large.

Sheriff Villanueva highly commended
the valuable contribution of the Armenian
community to California. On behalf of Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, he
expressed willingness to cooperate closely
with the Armenian community.

In his turn, Consul General Baibourt-
ian expressed contentment with the con-
structive working relationships
established with the LA Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, and assured in his support to pro-
grams aimed at the Armenian community.
Upon his suggestion, specific cooperation
projects between the Armenian Consulate
General and the Sheriff's department were
discussed. An agreement was reached to
plan and carry out joint functions.
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