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One of the most

consequential fig-

ures in modern Ar-

menian life and

most collectively

admired and re-

spected leaders in

AGBU's century-

old history, Louise

Manoogian Si-

mone will leave an

indelible mark of

hope and inspira-

tion through her

dedicated service

to the Armenian

people, the Armen-

ian homeland and

the Armenian

Church. 

Her recent pas-

sing has brought

deep sorrow to the

worldwide AGBU

family, which she served with tireless

devotion and singular distinction, as

the first and only female leader of the

organization, first as a Central Board

member and as international President

for 12 years. 

Upon learning of her passing, cur-

rent AGBU President Berge Setrakian,

who served as Vice President under Si-

mone's leadership, described her as a

pioneering spirit and a woman far

ahead of her time. "She was called

upon to steer the AGBU through many

challenges, rising to become a driving

force behind many of the successes and

benefits that Armenians across the

world enjoy today. She was a role

model for all who had the good fortune

to work with her and watch her bril-

liant mind at work. Always idealistic,

yet practical, effi-

cient and wise, she

managed to see

past the immediate

obstacles to find

solutions that

would yield lasting

results."

Louise Si-

mone's life was one

of great destiny.

During her tenure,

she was the first to

organize the mas-

sive relief effort in

the aftermath of

the 1988 Earth-

quake in Armenia;

she brought aid

and comfort to

combat victims and

their families in

war-torn Nagorno-

Karabakh; and was

instrumental in the rebirth of an inde-

pendent Armenia, helping it to over-

come many hardships created by a

collapsed socio-economic and educa-

tional system. 

"The sheer number of fronts on

which she operated on any given day

was truly astounding, not only manag-

ing all the moving parts with grace, but

also maintaining all the existing AGBU

educational, cultural and artistic pro-

grams across the diaspora," Mr. Se-

trakian noted. 

Among Louise Simone's proudest

achievements was the establishment of

the American University of Armenia,

AGBU Children's Centers, and AGBU

Senior Dining Centers, all of which

continue to thrive in Armenia to this

day, thanks to her inspired leadership.

AGBU GRIEVES THE LOSS OF BELOVED
PRESIDENT AND

VISIONARY LEADER
LOUISE MANOOGIAN SIMONE

Former AGBU President, Louise
Manoogian Simone, passed away at the age

of 85 on February 18, 2019

Louise Manoogian Simone (3rd from right) with members of AGBU's Central Board in 1997

ARMENIAN AMERICAN MUSEUM
ANNOUNCES $8.1 MILLION AT

INAUGURAL TELETHON

Glendale, CA (February 19, 2019)

– The Armenian American Museum

announced $8,138,986 at its inaugural

Telethon, a major milestone that puts

the historic project one step closer to

its highly anticipated groundbreak-

ing celebration.

Thousands of community members and supporters from across the country and

around the world tuned in to the six-hour Telethon on February 17, 2019. The widely

watched television event featured informative video segments and interviews with

community leaders, organizations, and special guests as well as check presentations

by generous supporters.

“We are so grateful for the unprecedented outpouring of support from our com-

munity for the Armenian American Museum,” stated Museum Executive Chairman

Berdj Karapetian. “We are inspired by our community’s generous contributions that

will help us reach the next major milestone for the project with the groundbreaking

celebration.”

The Telethon finale featured a $1 million joint check presentation by the ten cul-

tural, philanthropic, and religious non-profit organizations who serve on the Armen-

ian American Museum Board of Trustees. The Board of Trustees include

representatives from the Armenian Catholic Eparchy, Armenian Cultural Foundation,

Armenian Evangelical Union of North America, Armenian General Benevolent Union

Western District, Armenian Missionary Association of America, Armenian Relief So-

ciety Western USA, Nor Or Charitable Foundation, Nor Serount Cultural Association,

Western Diocese of the Armenian Church of North America, and Western Prelacy of

the Armenian Apostolic Church.

Proceeds from the Telethon went towards the Armenian American Museum

Groundbreaking Campaign. The campaign’s goal is to raise an estimated $12 million

by early 2020 to begin construction on the project. The Museum has raised $8.1 mil-

lion through its cumulative fundraising efforts and is approaching the campaign’s

fundraising goal.

The Telethon was hosted by Arshalous Darbinyan, Artavazd Amiryan, Svetlana

Bosnoyan, and Manoug Seraydarian. Major sponsors included Vartan & Janet Bar-

soumian, Rafik & Helly Khatchaturian, California Eye Center Optometry Dr. Harout

Khanjian, and Keghon & Alexia Kevonian.

The campaign continues and the community is invited to contribute to the his-

toric project. Donations can be made by phone at 1-800-655-9554 or online at

www.GiveAAM.org.

The Armenian American Museum and Cultural Center of California is a developing proj-
ect in Glendale, CA with a mission to promote understanding and appreciation of America’s
ethnic and cultural diversity by sharing the Armenian American experience. The Museum
will serve as a cultural campus that enriches the community, educates the public on the Ar-
menian American story, and empowers individuals to embrace cultural diversity and speak out
against prejudice.

The governance of the Museum is entrusted to ten Armenian American cultural, philan-
thropic, and religious non-profit institutions including the Armenian Catholic Eparchy, Ar-
menian Cultural Foundation, Armenian Evangelical Union of North America, Armenian
General Benevolent Union Western District, Armenian Missionary Association of America,
Armenian Relief Society Western USA, Nor Or Charitable Foundation, Nor Serount Cul-
tural Association, Western Diocese of the Armenian Church of North America, and Western
Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church.

www.ArmenianAmericanMuseum.org
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Dr. Mihran Agbabian
1923-2019

The American University of Ar-

menia (AUA) mourns the passing of

Dr. Mihran Agbabian, AUA Co-

Founder, Founding President, and a

longtime benefactor to the University.

Dr. Agbabian played an instru-

mental role in shaping our University.

In the late 1980’s and early 1990’s,

when Armenia was undergoing his-

torical transitions, Dr. Agbabian had

a major impact on setting the ground

for what is now known as one of the

best high-quality educational institu-

tions in the region.

“I was fortunate to collaborate

with Mihran in founding the Univer-

sity. He was a role model for me, a

mentor, and a source of inspiration.

His legacy will live on at AUA for-

ever,” said AUA President Dr. Armen

Der Kiureghian.

Born in Cyprus, Dr. Agbabian was

raised in Aleppo, Syria, and studied

at the American University of Beirut

in Lebanon, where he received two

Bachelor’s degrees in Physics and En-

gineering. He continued his educa-

tion in the U.S. earning his Master’s

degree in Engineering from the Cali-

fornia Institute of Technology and his

Ph.D. in Civil Engineering from the

University of California at Berkeley.

Dr. Agbabian was an elected member

of the U.S. National Academy of En-

gineering, and the National Academy

of Sciences of Armenia.

Dr. Agababian was the recipient of

the Ellis Island Medal of Honor; the

Movses Khorenatsi Medal from the

President of the Republic of Armenia

for exceptional achievement in edu-

cational development; the Sahag-

Mesrob Medal from His Holiness

Karekin I, Catholicos and Supreme

Patriarch of All Armenians; the Saint

Mesrob Medal from His Holiness

Aram I, Catholicos of the See of Cili-

cia; and the Saint Vartan Medal from

His Holiness John Peter XVIII,

Catholicos of the Armenian Catholic

Church. Perhaps his most symbolic

achievement was co-founding AUA,

which opened its doors on the day of

Armenia’s independence, marking a

new chapter for the country. As a co-

founder, Dr. Agbabian helped set the

vision and remained closely con-

nected to the University until his last

days. We are proud to continue his

legacy impacting the lives of many

new generations to come.                                      

The AUA community will always

remember Dr. Mihran Agbabian for a

lifetime of dedication, commitment,

and love to AUA and his homeland.

On Saturday, February 2, 2019, the

AGBU Western District hosted its debut

concert, “A Classical Evening in Honor

of Arno Babajanyan” at the brand new

AGBU Vatche & Tamar Manoukian Per-

forming Arts Center (PAC). The sold-

out concert event was planned around

the 35th anniversary of the composer’s

passing and what would have been his

98th birthday. With the help of his son,

Ara Babajanyan, the Western District

was able to put on a spectacular concert

with an all-star performer roster. Talented artists took the stage

to pay homage to the world-renowned composer by performing

many of his classical and popular pieces. Among the 600 concert

attendees were, His Eminence Archbishop Hovnan Derderian,

His Excellency Consul General of the Republic of Armenia,

Armen Baibourtian, the Honorable State Senator, Anthony Por-

tantino, the Honorable Assemblymember, Adrin Nazarian, and

the Honorable Mayor of the City of Pasadena, Terry Tornek.

The evening commenced with a special cocktail hour hosted

in the PAC Foyer where guests enjoyed wine along with graz-

ing platters sponsored by Robert’s Catering Services. Once the

auditorium doors were open, energetic and excited guests

flooded in to take their seats in anticipation of the start of the

concert. The room was alive when Master of Ceremonies,

Gayane Avetisyan, took the stage to welcome the audience.

Avetisyan shared a brief biography about Arno Babajanyan’s

life and introduced AGBU Western District Chair, Talin Ya-

coubian who joined her on stage. Yacoubian welcomed the

guests to the new PAC and announced upcoming concert

events, including “Pour Toi Aznavour”

which will be a tribute concert for

Charles Aznavour on October 5, 2019.

Before the first performance of the

night, a short video showed the life of

Arno Babajanyan, from being discov-

ered by the great composer Aram

Khachaturyan at the young age of 5 to

becoming a prominent, well-respected,

and influential composer of his time.

Part I of the concert highlighted

Babajanyan’s classical compositions in-

cluding the famous Elegy, Nocturne, Piano Trio, among other

songs. Artists including Armen Guzelimian, Armen Ksajikian,

Sona Nalbandyan, Armen Derkevorkian, and Allen Dishi-

grikyan, took the stage. Concluding Part I of the program was

the newly established AGBU Los Angeles Choir, conducted by

Maestro Gayane Baghdasaryan, which left the audience in awe

with their impressive debut performance.

“It is through events like this, that we are able to expose our

younger generations to notable individuals in Armenian his-

tory and their impact on our culture. Without these events, we

risk losing pieces of our heritage, especially in the diaspora,”

expressed the concert’s Artistic Director, Mikayel Avetisyan.

Part II of the program encompassed many of the popular

songs by Babajanyan including, Yerevani Sirun Axchik, Ka-

murjner, Arachin Siro Yerk, and others performed by Razmik

Mansourian, Emmy, Narek Makaryan, Sargis Manukyan, and

Ani Christy. The concert closed with all of the performers on

stage performing the famous song, Mer Sireli Yerevan.



A Sold-Out Evening in honor of Arno Babajanyan

All performers on stage

AGBU Los Angeles Choir conducted by Maestro Gayane
Baghdasaryan on stage for their debut performance

AGBU WD Chair, Talin Yacoubian backstage with singer Narek
Makaryan and Master of Ceremonies, Gayane Avetisyan

Ani Christy and the band Emmy

Razmik Mansourian, Ani Christy and Emmy on
stage during the encore performance
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Mary T. Clark Event 
April 1st-2nd
Truth – What is it?
Why is it important?
Can we live well 
without it?

With the rise of “fake news” and “al-

ternative facts,” these questions are central

concerns for our world today. Some schol-

ars conclude that we now live in a “post-

truth world,” where facts have become

irrelevant in our own lives and in the

choices and actions of our leaders. What

does it mean to live in a “post-truth

world?” And, more importantly, how are

we to defend and promote truth in such a

world?

The Manhattanville Philosophy De-

partment, in association with the World

Religions and Political Science Depart-

ments, invites all students, educators,

community members, and lovers of truth

to this year’s Mary T. Clark Event. This

year, the event will span two days, from

April 1st to 2nd, and welcome various

speakers to discuss the central theme, Liv-

ing in a Post-Truth World. Speakers will

include Mary Ellen Bork, American

human rights activist, Armen Morian, As-

sistant Attorney General for the State of

New York, Antonia Arslan, Author and

Professor at the University of Padua,

Marco Liviero, Professor of Literature at

Eton College, and more. When available,

the full schedule of events and speakers

will be released on the Manhattanville Phi-

losophy Department webpage.

At Reid Castle, Manhattanville Col-

lege, 2900 Purchase Street, Purchase, NY

10577. Speakers begin at 1pm on both

days. Refreshments will be served

throughout. Attendance is free of charge.

Please contact (315) 731-0958 for further

information.

“How We Lived: The Houshamadyan

Project” will be the topic of a presentation

by Dr. Vahe Tachjian, Director of the

Berlin-based Houshamadyan Project. The

talk will take place at 7:30PM on Monday,

March 11, 2019, in the University Business

Center, Alice Peters Auditorium, Room

191 on the Fresno State campus.

The lecture is part of the Spring 2019

Armenian Studies Program Lecture Series

at Fresno State.

Houshamadyan was born from a sim-

ple and powerful idea: we should bring

back to life the cities, towns and village in

which Armenians lived in the Ottoman

Empire by reconstructing our inheritance

– the rich memory of the lives of our an-

cestors.

Houshamadyan is a non-profit organ-

ization founded in Berlin in 2010. The

website www.houshamadyan.org ap-

pears in three languages: Armenian, Eng-

lish and Turkish.

Alongside written articles, the

Houshamadyan website uses a great va-

riety of multi-media tools, such as musi-

cal recordings of historic value, oral

history testimonies, old photographs, pic-

tures, old film footage, maps, podcasts

and so on. Every month, 3-4 new articles

and new materials are added to the con-

stantly growing website. More than 170

articles and family collections are already

published.

Vahe Tachjian earned his Ph.D. in His-

tory and Civilisation at the École des

Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales

(EHESS) in Paris. He is now the chief edi-

tor of the Berlin based Houshamdyan

website. His main publications are: La

France en Cilicie et en Haute-Méso-

potamie. Paris, 2004; Les Arméniens,

1917-1939: La quête d’un refuge, Paris,

2007 (co-editor); Ottoman Armenians:

Life, Culture, Society, Vol 1, Berlin, 2014

(editor), Daily life in the Abyss: Genocide

Diaries, 1915-1918, New York/Oxford,

2017.

The lecture is free and open to the

public. Parking is available in Fresno State

Lots P6 and P5, near the University Busi-

ness Center, Fresno State. A free parking

code can be obtained by contacting the

Armenian Studies Program.

For more information about the lec-

ture please contact the Armenian Studies

Program at 278-2669, visit our website at

www.fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies or

visit our Facebook page at @Armeni-

anStudiesFresnoState.

Glendale, CA – Armenian artist from

Iran MIRANDA MEHRANIAN will exhibit

her unique works of ink art at an upcom-

ing show titled, INKPRESSIONS from

MARCH 2 - 23, 2019 at Roslin Art Gallery -

415 E. Broadway,  Glendale, CA. Gallery

hours are from 10:00am to 7:00pm, Monday

through Saturday. Opening reception will

be on Saturday, March 2 at 7:00pm. The ex-

hibit will close with a conversation with the

artist on Saturday, March 23 at 7:30pm.

Call (818) 241-0611 for details. 

INKPRESSIONS is the premiere United

States exhibit showcasing the masterful

and intricate works of art painstakingly cre-

ated by artist Miranda Mehranian using

her unique combination and selection of

ink techniques such as hatching, stippling

and washing to bring about impressions

dear to her heart and spirit. Mehranian

takes the viewer on a voyage through an-

cient landscapes, a rich tapestry of history,

and the wondrous and loving world of na-

ture. Through hints and bursts of color,

Mehranian invites the viewer to become an

active and colorful participant in this de-

lightful world. 

MIRANDA MEHRANIAN was born in

1976 in Iran. She attended Armenian

Maryam Institute in Tehran. Miranda ob-

tained her degree in International Hospi-

tality Management from the Strathclyde

University in Tehran. The love of painting

has been present in her from a very young

age. She has studied art with well known

Iranian painters such as the late Alousha

Minassian and Smbat Abrahamian. She has

taken private lessons from the very re-

spected professor Vahid Sheykhian of the

Fine Arts faculty at Tehran University. The

Armenian Painter’s Association in Yerevan

officially invited her to Armenia, where she

had her first solo exhibition in 2014. She

was awarded honorary membership by the

association. This recognition has encour-

aged her to focus more passionately on her

art.

Presented by Roslin Art Gallery.

Dr. Ara Sanjian,

Director of the Armen-

ian Research Center at

the University of

Michigan, Dearborn,

will give a presenta-

tion on “Armenia’s

Road to and Since the

‘Velvet Revolution’” at

7:30PM on Thursday,

March 7, 2019, in the

University Business

Center, Alice Peters

Auditorium, Room

191 on the Fresno State

campus.

In his presentation,

Dr. Sanjian will give a brief review of the

long-term and more immediate causes

which led to the success of the so called

“Velvet Revolution” in Armenia in April-

May last year. He will then describe the

rise of Nikol Pashinyan from a young

and controversial journalist in the mid-

1990s to a politician with immense

power and even a cult figure in 2018.

Thereafter, Dr. Sanjian will analyze the

group profile of the new and young po-

litical elite, assembled around Pashinyan,

which now controls both the executive

and legislative branches of government

in Armenia. Finally, he will list the major

challenges of the Pashinyan administra-

tion in domestic and foreign policy and

portray the basic features of this admin-

istration’s actual and potential critics in

the Armenian world.

Dr. Ara Sanjian is Associate Professor

of Armenian and Modern Middle East-

ern History and Director of the Armen-

ian Research Center at the University of

Michigan-Dearborn. He completed his

PhD in modern his-

tory of the Middle East

at the School of Orien-

tal and African Stud-

ies, the University of

London. From 1996 to

2005 he was the Chair-

man of the Depart-

ment of Armenian

Studies, History and

Political Science at

Haigazian University

in Beirut. In Fall 2003,

he was the Henry S.

Khanzadian Kazan

Visiting Professor in

Armenian Studies at

California State University, Fresno.

Dr. Sanjian joined the University of

Michigan-Dearborn in January 2006. His

research interests focus on the post-

World War I history of Armenia, Turkey

and the Arab states of Western Asia. He

is the author of Turkey and Her Arab

Neighbors, 1953-1958: A Study in the Ori-

gins and Failure of the Baghdad Pact

(2001), as well as two monographs and a

number of scholarly articles and book

chapters, published in English, Armen-

ian, Russian and French.

The lecture is free and open to the

public. Parking is available in Fresno

State Lots P6 and P5, near the University

Business Center, Fresno State. A free

parking code can be obtained by contact-

ing the Armenian Studies Program.

For more information about the lec-

ture please contact the Armenian Studies

Program at 278-2669, visit our website at

www.fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies

or visit our Facebook page at @Armeni-

anStudiesFresnoState.

Dr. Ara Sanjian to speak on “Armenia’s Road to
and Since the ‘Velvet Revolution’”
March 7, 2019 at Fresno State

Dr. Vahe Tachjian
to speak on

“How We Lived:
The Houshamadyan

Project”
March 11, 2019
at Fresno State

Roslin Art Gallery to exhibit ink art of Miranda Mehranian
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Armenia’s latest humanitarian mis-

sion to Syria has upset the United States.

The State Department’s terse statement

was distributed to the press by the U.S.

Embassy in Yerevan on Wednesday rec-

ognizing, it said, “the desire of other na-

tions to respond to the humanitarian

situation in Syria, and we share the con-

cerns about protecting religious minori-

ties in the Middle East,” but then stating

that “we do not support any engagement

with Syrian military forces, whether that

engagement is to provide assistance to

civilians or is military in nature.”

Frankly, the State Department is pri-

oritizing political and military strategy

over legitimate humanitarian concerns.

Unfortunately, in doing so, it has turned

the very gist of humanitarian law—and

the duty of states in the humanitarian

legal regime—patently upside down.

The fact that the State Department’s very

policies have contributed to the dire hu-

manitarian crisis necessitating the aid ef-

forts being undertaken by the Republic

of Armenia should prompt the U.S. to-

ward reflection, not admonition.

The State Department knows all too

well that the largest population of Arme-

nians in Syria reside in Aleppo.  It cer-

tainly must recall the 2014 invasion into

Kessab, Syria by armed forces from

neighboring Turkey targeting the de-

fenseless Armenians of that historic Ar-

menian town.  It should know too that

the U.S. policy of appeasement toward

Turkey rings frighteningly loud for Ar-

menians caught in the middle of yet an-

other Middle East conflict, with Turkish

forces two-stepping across that border at

will while giving safe transit to those

very terrorists wreaking havoc in Euro-

pean centers.

In coming to the aid of its own peo-

ple, whether in Syria or anywhere else,

the Republic of Armenia has its humani-

tarian priorities and its appreciation of

historical context—not to mention its

duty under international humanitarian

law—absolutely right.

The humanitarian principles invoked

by Armenia are some of the very ones

that the U.S. helped establish in the

world order decades after the Second

World War.  And humanity is better for

it.  Perhaps the State Department should

consider this American heritage before

condemning Armenia for putting people

and principle ahead of politics and pol-

icy.

And to be clear, we would advocate

the same if the shoe were on the other

foot and Americans lay in harm’s way in

a far away place.  Frankly, that is where

American leadership had previously

stood the envy of the world.  Perhaps it

should aspire to the same again.  Until

then, we applaud the Republic of Arme-

nia for carrying that heavy humanitarian

torch that, indeed, was first proudly lit

and had always burned brightest in the

United States.

ARMENIAN RIGHTS WATCH

COMMITTEE - ARWC

ARMENIAN BAR ASSOCIATION

ARWC TAKES ISSUE WITH U.S. CRITICISM
OF ARMENIA’S HUMANITARIAN MISSION
IN ALEPPO, SYRIA

Louise Manoogian Simone passed

away at the age of 85 on February 18, 2019.

She dedicated her life to civic leadership,

philanthropy, and was first and foremost

passionate about the promotion of Armen-

ian culture and heritage.

Most who knew her will remember her

as an intelligent, outspoken, witty woman

who strived for excellence in herself and

others. The driving principle in all that she

did was to beneficially impact people lives

and she achieved that goal many times

over.

Louise was born in Detroit, Michigan to

Alex and Marie Manoogian. Her father

Alex, an Armenian immigrant who left

Turkey after the Armenian Genocide, de-

veloped the Delta single-handed faucet and

went on to become one of America's lead-

ing industrialists as the founder of MASCO

corporation. Upon achieving business suc-

cess, Alex used his resources to work tire-

lessly for the benefit of the Armenian

people worldwide.

Louise inherited her parents' passion

for Armenians, which led her to follow in

her father's footsteps and serve on the

board of the Armenian General Benevolent

Union (AGBU), the world's largest non-

profit organization devoted to upholding

the Armenian heritage through educa-

tional, cultural and humanitarian programs

around the world. In 1982, Louise made her

first trip to Armenia, then still a Soviet Re-

public. She quickly fell in love with the

country and over the next few years, re-

turned frequently, bringing others with her,

whether it be to make documentaries or to

connect and contribute in other ways. Her

brother, Richard Manoogian, joined her in

supporting a number of projects in Arme-

nia.

In 1988, after a devastating earthquake

hit Armenia, killing 25,000 people and leav-

ing hundreds of thousands wounded and

homeless, Louise was on the first U.S. cargo

plane delivering relief supplies and rescue

teams to the disaster area. She spearheaded

the disaster relief on behalf of AGBU. An

iconic picture of her standing in the ruins

near the epicenter of the quake is remem-

bered by many affected by the disaster.

In 1989, Louise was elected the interna-

tional president of AGBU and began di-

recting operations in 31 countries and 74

cities and oversaw the building of and con-

tinued funding of schools, churches, scout

programs and services for Armenians

worldwide. She opened an office in Yere-

van, Armenia and when Armenia became

an independent country following the col-

lapse of the Soviet Union, Louise through

AGBU and her own resources focused ef-

forts on rebuilding a newly independent

homeland. She was a charter board mem-

ber and major benefactor of the American

University of Armenia in Yerevan.

After a million miles traveling the

world to oversee operations and projects,

in 2002 Louise retired as President of

AGBU. However, she continued her huge

charitable efforts through the Manoogian

Simone Foundation working with, among

others, the Armenian Apostolic Church, re-

constructing and maintaining hospitals,

schools, children's and cultural centers and

historical monuments. And as was always

a theme throughout her life, Louise was a

significant supporter of the arts and many

artists.

Though she was most passionate about

Armenian causes, Louise was also a great

benefactor to American Universities, Mu-

seums and cultural institutions, including

the University of Michigan, Wayne State

University and the Detroit Institute of Arts.

She received many honors throughout her

life, among them the Ellis Island Medal Of

Honor.

She is survived by a brother, three chil-

dren and two grandchildren.

Manoogian Simone Foundation announces the
passing of Louise Manoogian Simone
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