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Dr. Armen Bai-
bourtian, Consul Gen-
eral of Armenia in Los
Angeles, visited the
USC Institute of Ar-
menian Studies at the
University of Southern
California on February
7 to meet with Salpi
Ghazarian, Director of
the Institute. 

Salpi Ghazarian
and the rest of the staff of the Institute
briefed the Consul General on the Insti-
tute’s on-going and upcoming programs,
in addition to laying out the long-term
vision of the Institute as think tank for in-
vestigating Armenia’s and Diaspora’s
challenges.

During the visit, Consul General Bai-
bourtian and Director Salpi Ghazarian
discussed the Institute’s flagship pro-

gram Innovate Arme-
nia taking place May
18, 2019, which will
focus on the challenges
facing new Armenia;
the digitization and
documentation pro-
grams related to the Di-
aspora and the
Republic of Armenia;
as well as the USC Pol-
icy Fellows Program, a

pilot project that places government em-
ployees from Armenia in policy planning
positions throughout the City of Los An-
geles to learn from and contribute to the
process of improving lives in both cities.  

Consul General Baibourtian ex-
pressed his support to the programs of
the USC Institute of Armenian Studies
and willingness to establish strong bonds
of cooperation.   

The Armenian American Museum is set to host its inaugural Telethon on Sunday,
February 17, 2019 to raise awareness and raise funds for the historic project. The highly
anticipated television event will be live broadcasted and streamed to a wide audience across
the United States and around the world.

The Telethon will air on Sunday, February 17, 2019 from 4:00PM to 10:00PM Pacific
Standard Time (PST) and can be watched on ARTN TV, USArmeniaTV, Horizon TV,
KVMD TV, Facebook Live, YouTube Live, and online on the Museum website.

“We are excited to introduce and present the Armenian American Museum project to
a worldwide audience during the Telethon on February 17,” stated Museum Executive
Chairman Berdj Karapetian. “We invite the community to watch the Telethon and make
a donation to support the cause.”

Proceeds from the Telethon will benefit the Armenian American Museum Ground-
breaking Campaign. The City of Glendale, home to one of the largest Armenian diaspora
communities, has dedicated premier land for the project in downtown Central Park. The
Telethon will kick-off a year of events, fundraisers, and activities leading up to the highly
anticipated groundbreaking celebration.

Sunday, February 17, 2019
4:00PM to 10:00PM PST

ARTN TV | USArmeniaTV | Horizon TV | KVMD TV
Facebook Live | YouTube Live | Online

The Armenian American Museum will be hosting its inaugural
Telethon on Sunday, February 17, 2019 to raise awareness and

raise funds for the historic project.

The Armenian American Museum will be the first world class cultural and educa-
tional center of its kind in America. The Museum program will feature a Permanent Ar-
menian Exhibition, Traveling Multicultural Exhibitions, Performing Arts Theater,
Learning Center, and more.

The community is invited to watch the Telethon on Sunday, February 17, 2019 and
make a donation today to support the cause.

To donate by phone, call the Museum office toll-free at 1-800-655-9554.
To donate by mail, submit a check donation payable to “Armenian American Mu-

seum” to 111 East Broadway, Suite 207, Glendale, CA 91205.
To donate online, visit www.GiveAAM.org to submit a secure online credit card do-

nation.

Dr. Armen Baibourtian visited the USC
Institute of Armenian Studies

ARMENPRESS.-
PM Nikol Pashinyan
says making signifi-
cant changes in rela-
tions between
Armenia and the Ar-
menian Diaspora is
extremely impor-
tant.

“As you know,
when making gov-
ernmental structural
changes we focus
not as much and not
only on changes in physical structure, but
functional changes and we believe that in
the state administration system each in-
stitution must implement a single func-
tion, because if several institutions are
implementing the same function and the
same time, we can say for the record that
these functions are factually not being
done,” the PM told lawmakers today in
parliament.

“Overall, one of the reasons for decid-
ing that Armenia should not have a Dias-
pora Minister was this, because it was
implementing functions that were already
being done by other ministries. I am talk-
ing about educational, cultural, youth and
organizational functions. And instead of
this, important functions that must be im-
plemented in terms of relations with the
Diaspora, basically were not being imple-
mented. And I would like to note the fol-
lowing, the government is inclined not to
have a Diaspora Minister in the structure
of the government. Instead, we will have
a high commissioner for Diaspora affairs
at the PM’s Office, who on behalf and at
the direction of the PM will carry out the
policy of relations with the Diaspora, and
will also at the PM’s instruction coordi-

nate the ministries’
work in the relations
with the Diaspora, at
the same time by en-
suring rather high
and duly level of the
Armenia-Diaspora
relations,” he said.

According to the
PM, Armenia still
doesn’t have a map-
ping of the Dias-
pora’s potential
around the world.

“Therefore, this entire system isn’t suffi-
ciently organized, and if you have noticed
the government’s action plan has a special
focus on the creation of a pan-Armenian
network”, he said.

Another important task, according to
the PM, is the creation of a single institu-
tion or format representing the Diaspora.

“We must be able to develop and for-
mulate a concrete address to record who
we should speak to for speaking with the
Diaspora. There are many issues in the
government’s, political agenda, and when
they say these issues must be discussed
with the Diaspora – whom exactly? The
Diaspora is huge and is very comprehen-
sive. There are thousands of organizations
and if it is physically possible to discuss
with a part of them, it is impossible to dis-
cuss with the other part and everyone”.

“We therefore have the task to create a
representational institution representing
the entire Diaspora and we all understand
that this will be an extremely big chal-
lenge and a serious issue, because you
know that the Diaspora is multi-layered, it
is very complex, there are multiple rela-
tions, contradictions”.



Armenia wants single institution representing
entire global Diaspora

Armenian American
Museum Telethon Set

for February 17
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Steve Kerr   had known the story of his
grandparents saving thousands of Arme-
nians in the 1920s. But here he was, in a
packed banquet room on Saturday night
at San Francisco’s KZV Armenian School,
feeling the impact of their benevolence
like never before.

Stanley and Elsa Kerr cared for nearly
10,000 orphans when they had nowhere
else to go. Many of them went on to be-
come college graduates, experts and pro-
fessionals. The Kerrs put themselves in
grave danger for people they didn’t know.

One of the most moving moments on
Saturday came during a preview of a yet-
to-be-completed documentary, “Kerr:
Warriors of Peace.” When a snippet from
a letter from his grandfather was read, 99
years to the day after he wrote it, Kerr put
his head down and wiped away a tear as
the chills swirled around the room.

Tonight the most bitter cold of all this win-
ter, all the remaining Armenians are prepar-
ing to go out again into exile. Many will
perish on the way from Turkish bullets or from
cold. Our orphans, old women and men, will
remain in our compounds. Perhaps by re-
maining here, we can protect the remaining
Armenians from massacre. If the Turks do not
respect our flag and our property, we will die
with the others. May the horrors of the last
weeks be a blot on the pages of history. No
matter what happens, remember that I am
ready to make any sacrifice, even death, and
have no fear. Good bye, with love and hope.  

Stanley
Kerr heard these long-ago words with

the rest of the crowd at Saroyan Hall,
which doubles as the K-8 school’s gym-
nasium. On this night, it was converted
into an elegant setting with white table-
cloths and sparkling chandeliers for the
38th annual KZV School Gala. This year
was more special with Kerr in attendance.
The Warriors head coach was joined by
his mother, Ann, his wife, Margot, his son,
Nick and daughter, Maddy.

San Francisco Mayor London Breed
attended along with Congresswoman
Jackie Speier. Vahan Derounian, a mort-
gage consultant from Wells Fargo, wore
Kerr’s blue Arizona jersey on top of his
shirt and tie. Anahid Katchian, 74, drove
from Denver with her husband.
Katchian’s father was one of the orphans.

The video of his late father, the images
of his grandparents, the interviews with
his aunts and uncles — they visibly
touched Kerr. He was 10 years old when
his grandfather died. He remembers his
grandfather being a handyman. When-
ever Stanley made the trek from Prince-
ton, N.J., to see his grandchildren in
Southern California, he would end up fix-
ing something. Once, they went to the
store together to get wood, mesh wiring
and nails and Kerr built a rabbit cage with
his grandfather. He remembers the kind-
ness of grandmother, Elsa, and how she’d
cook for them. He remembers a few of the
favorite meals she used to make.

“They were just Granny and Grandpa
to me,” Kerr said. “They weren’t these he-
roes who saved a generation of children.”

Kerr was the guest of honor, but the
honor didn’t belong to him. More than
400 people turned out this year, unoffi-
cially the most ever, to say thank you.
They heaped on Kerr the gratitude they
were never able to extend to his grand-
parents. They threw roses at his feet, but

only because he stands on their shoulders.
And Kerr, indeed, felt the gratitude.

As person after person came up to him
and shared their stories. As ovation after
ovation serenaded his family.

“There was an energy here that I
couldn’t have predicted,” said Mary Pa-
pazian, president of San Jose State Uni-
versity. “And I knew the history of the
Kerrs. I’ve known that history for years.
But there was something about (this
night). It was a pent up 100 years of
thanks that just came out.”

Kerr already knew of his favor with
the Armenian community. He knew about
his family’s work. He remembers his
dad’s parents having Armenian friends.
He knew just about every Armenian
household had a picture of Mt. Ararat, the
Biblical site where many believe Noah’s
Ark to be and the principal national sym-
bol of Armenia. He knew if he saw a last
name that ended in “ian” it was an Ar-
menian. He told them the story of nudg-
ing his dad when it hit him Jerry
Tarkanian was Armenian.

Kerr gets random thanks from Ar-
menian people on his travels. Warriors as-
sistant coach Ron Adams is from Fresno, a
major hub in California for the Armenian
community. Adams had a couple of
friends on one road trip and they were en-
amored with Kerr’s family story.

The people in the attendance for Sat-
urday night’s school fundraiser were es-
pecially appreciative. Their parents or
grandparents were survivors whose sto-
ries they hold dear. They overwhelmed
the Kerr family. It makes sense, too, as
they were directly connected to the Ar-
menian Genocide. Their small children,
dressed up in evening wear, ran around
without a care in the world, because
Kerr’s grandparents thought their ances-
tors were worth saving. Stanley Kerr’s
book, “The Lions of Marash” — his eye-
witness account of the annihilation of the
Armenian population in Western Arme-
nia, published in 1973 — is practically re-
quired reading for Armenians.

By the 1910s, Armenian sympathy was
part of the cultural fabric of American so-
ciety. Then, on April 24, 1915, hundreds of
Armenian leaders, intellectuals, writers,
artists and doctors were killed, kicking off
the exile of Armenians from their home-
land, officially beginning the Armenian
Genocide. (Though most historians gen-
erally conclude that the term genocide
correctly describes the loss of more than

1.5 million Armenian lives over this pe-
riod, Turks have always rejected the de-
scription that there was an intent to
destroy a race of people, arguing that the
violence and deaths were the result of the
chaos caused by the collapse of the Ot-
toman Empire.)

The U.S. government under President
Woodrow Wilson began an emergency
drive to procure funds for survivors and
refugees. Grocery stores and Sunday
schools collected pennies for their relief.
Parents used “Remember the starving Ar-
menians” as motivation for their children
to not waste any food. America’s entry
into World War I slowed the relief activi-
ties temporarily, but the end of the war in
1918 allowed for greater efforts to aid the
Armenians, including a congressional act
in 1919 incorporating the Near East Relief
organization.

This is where Stanley and Elsa come
in.

“These people went to the other side
of the world who had nothing to do with
us. They had nothing to do with us,” said
Ani Hovannisian, the documentarian
who attended Pacific Palisades High with
Kerr and whose father taught with Kerr’s
father at UCLA. “He was the son of a
Presbyterian minister, Stanley was, and he
was in the Army but he wasn’t in active
service. He was a chemist at Walter Reed
and someone came through saying the
Near East Relief is looking for people to
go over to the Ottoman Empire to help
people in need. And he jumped. He
jumped.”

Kerr’s grandparents were among
many Americans who took ships across
the oceans and seas to help this mission.
Elsa Reckman went to teach in an Armen-
ian school in Turkey after graduating
from Wisconsin. Stanley Kerr was a
chemist at Walter Reed General Hospital
in Washington, D.C., when he decided to
help abroad. They both ended up work-
ing with Near East Relief, an American
charity created to help the Armenians.

In 1919, Kerr’s grandfather was sta-
tioned in Aleppo, Syria’s largest city. He
worked as a medical and sanitary officer
who tended to the Armenians who sur-
vived what was known as the death
march. Some of those exiled trekked
through the Syrian Desert — surviving
starvation, dehydration, sexual abuse,
human trafficking and murder. Stanley
tended to the survivors, mostly women
and children. He transferred to run a re-

lief effort in Marash. He was there in Feb-
ruary 1920 when French troops suddenly
pulled out and left the Armenians ex-
posed to the Turks. The Armenians were
massacred during a three-week siege.

In 1922, Stanley and Elsa joined the
staff of a Near East Relief orphanage in
Lebanon that cared for Armenian chil-
dren. When he married Elsa later that
year, one of the Armenian refugees served
as a flower girl in their wedding. A
malaria outbreak forced them to abandon
the orphanage in 1923.

After returning home, the two ended
up back in Lebanon at the American Uni-
versity at Beirut. Stanley was the chair-
man of the biochemistry department and
Elsa was the dean of women students.
They had four children, including Kerr’s
father, Malcolm. He was born and raised
in Beirut. In 1982, Malcolm became presi-
dent of the same university where his fa-
ther worked despite a civil war still being
waged in the region. On Jan. 18, 1984,
Malcolm Kerr was shot and killed by two
gunmen on behalf of Islamic Jihadists
who took credit for the murder.

Kerr was in college at the University
of Arizona at the time, but the nurturing
of his father had already planted the seed
of his worldview.

Kerr, as a kid, cared more about play-
ing hoop than what his parents were talk-
ing about. But the eight-time NBA
champion, now 53, can’t overstate the im-
pact his upbringing continues to have on
the coach and person he is today.

He spent a lot of time overseas, in
places like France, Tunisia, Egypt. His
house was like a United Nations gather-
ing. His parents would have barbecues
and Kerr said they were like an interna-
tional festival.

He was back in the midst of one on
Saturday. He was gifted a mini statue of
Noah’s Ark as a token of appreciation. At
the end of the night, he and the family
joined in a “shourchbar” — a traditional
Armenian line dance where the partici-
pants are connected by pinkies.

“Growing up overseas, knowing peo-
ple from all over the world, knowing my
family’s background,” Kerr said, “it just
gave me a broader picture of the world,
gave me a better understanding of people.
How we’re all pretty much the same at
our core but we just come from different
cultures and different backgrounds. But
we can all connect very easy, especially
through sports.

Thompson: On a night Steve Kerr won’t forget, the Armenian community reminds him
his grandparents will never be forgotten

By Marcus Thompson II 

Ann Kerr, the mother of Steve Kerr, greets gala attendees along with Steve Kerr. (Photo: Sarah Arnold)
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Info (626) 794-7942
E mail: asabounjian@agbuca.org

“It’s a good reminder that there’s a lot
of reasons why people connect to sports,
connect to teams or athletes,” he contin-
ued. “It’s not just the ball going in the
hoop or the team winning. It’s the emo-
tional connection that happens. People
who are Steph Curry fans, they know
about Steph’s life and what he’s accom-
plished, not only on the court and off. You
think about all the impact Kevin (Durant)
has made, all of his charitable work
around the country, all the lives he’s
touched. So then you think about there is
a whole generation of kids out there who
are Kevin Durant fans, Warriors fans, for
a whole different reason. Part of it is bas-
ketball, but part of it is the impact he is
making on their lives.”

Hovannisian, while working on the
documentary, has orchestrated several in-
terviews with the Kerr family. She also
found hundreds of pages of letters writ-
ten by Stanley and Elsa. In one of the let-
ters, Stanley said that as he typed, a
gunshot fired off with each stroke of a let-
ter.

For Armenians, these letters bring to
life their history. They have lost their
homeland and are spread across the globe
as a result of their exile. They don’t have
access to their culture’s treasures. They
are witnessing pieces of their heritage,
such as their native language, slip away
as they assimilate into the morays of other
countries.

In 1991, the country received its inde-
pendence with the fall of the Soviet
Union. The Republic of Armenia. But
most of what was their land now belongs
to Turkey. Hovannisian’s first name
comes from the city Ani, which was for-
merly the capital of an Armenian king-
dom. Ani means “city of 1,001 churches”
and its religious structures were consid-
ered among the most advanced in the
world and a source of great pride for Ar-
menians. Now, it sits in Turkish territory,
in view of Armenia but still unreachable.

The Cathedral of Ani was where the head
of the Armenian Apostolic Church
dwelled for a half of century. It’s visible
from a distance, the domed basilica aban-
doned in decay.

For a community of people who have
been stripped of much of their culture, for
people who have heard others deny the
validity of the Armenian Genocide, those
letters from Kerr’s grandparents bring
their heritage to life. The stories being
told, the evidence they present, it means
the world to them. Saturday night, Hov-
annisian shared some of them with the
Kerr family through the preview of the
documentary, which was a condensed be-
hind-the-scenes look at its early stages of
development.

“He kept a diary and it was so metic-
ulous,” she said. “These people were sav-
ing lives. They were running out into the
street saving people. They were in the
hospital saving people. They were nego-
tiating peace. They were having Christ-
mas dinner. They were giving food to the
orphans. And he still had time to write let-
ters. Elsa, too. And these letters are the
biggest treasures because that’s the evi-
dence.

“My grandmother,” Hovannisian con-
tinued, “who was orphaned and she saw
her twin six-month-old siblings taken
away, never to be seen again. My grand-
father had eight brothers and sisters. He
left and came back to his village and
everybody was gone. You grow up with
these stories and you know it’s real. You
know it happened. And you have denial-
ists saying it didn’t happen but then you
have this evidence — not of an Armenian,
but of an American, of many Americans
and non-Armenians who went from
around the world to help. … Stanley Kerr
and Elsa Kerr gave us renewed life.”

Reported from San Francisco
theathletic.com

February 11, 2019

Thompson...
Cont. from p. 8
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On February 9, Armenians from all over the world gath-
ered in Paris to participate in AGBU's 90th General Assem-
bly at Les Jardins de Saint Dominique. Convened biennially
to discuss the organization's state of affairs, the event unites
AGBU members in considering contemporary realities fac-
ing the Armenian world, celebrating AGBU's accomplish-
ments and establishing the guiding principles of the coming
years. 

An institutional tradition that has carried AGBU
through more than a century globally, the General Assem-
bly serves to strengthen the message of the organization,
welcome new membership and celebrate accomplished
leadership. Because of recent developments in contempo-
rary Armenian history, the Assembly focused on how rec-
ognizing, empowering and mobilizing potential in AGBU
communities is vital for sustainable political, social and eco-
nomic development in Armenia and across the world.

"We must remain relevant and serve as champions of
Armenian interests. We should be in a constant state of evo-
lution," AGBU President Berge Setrakian said, addressing
the Assembly. "We must ask ourselves at all times: Are we
speaking to the timely concerns of every generation? Are
we addressing global issues? And most of all, can we am-
plify our voice as a united people, giving credence to the
concept of being 'a small republic that is a global nation'?" 

Reaching Armenians across the world and having them
engage with AGBU means recognizing Armenians for the
many identities they carry. The diversity of the members
that gathered in Paris to participate this year aligned with
the shifting narrative of Armenian identity and as such, the
guiding principles measuring official membership in
AGBU. "This is why our General Assembly has just adopted
an amendment to our bylaws including anyone who be-
lieves in the values of our organization as a welcome mem-
ber," President Setrakian announced, "And now, we must
find ways to reach all of these Armenians." The spirit of
finding unity in diversity and recognizing how AGBU or-
ganizes communities across the world evolved as the un-
derlying theme of the meeting and throughout the weekend
events. 

During the General Assembly four new board mem-
bers: Haig Ariyan of New York, Nadia Gortzounian of
France, Vartkess Knadjian of Belgium and Ari Libarikian of
New York. 

Haig Ariyan is the president and CEO of Alex Brown
and serves as head of Raymond James Global Wealth Solu-
tions. He had previously worked at Dean Witter Reynolds,
where he launched his career in financial services. Ariyan is
a member of the board of trustees of the Diocese of the Ar-
menian Church and has served as chairman of the Armen-
ian Church Endowment Fund's investment committee. He
is also a member of the board of trustees of St. Nersess Sem-
inary and sits on the board of the Dadourian Foundation. 

Nadia Gortzounian enjoyed a 28-year career in the
pharmaceutical industry at Merck & Co. in France and she
has spent her last 15 years with Merck as business unit di-
rector for primary care products. Appointed president of
AGBU France in October 2015 and president of AGBU Eu-
rope in 2016, she has spearheaded the development of
strategic objectives for the region. Long involved in the Ar-
menian community in France, Gortzounian is the treasurer
and general secretary of CCAF (Coordination Council of
Armenian Organizations in France), and a member of the
board of the Bullukian Foundation in Lyon. 

Vartkess Knadjian is the chief executive of Backes &
Strauss. Serving as president of AGBU Belgium from 1992
to 2005, he has also been closely involved with Armenia

since 1993, when he first started working with the
Shoghakan Diamond Factory. Knadjian is the co-founder of
the Armenian Jewelers' Association and established the Ar-
menian Jewelers' Foundation to raise funds for research on
the history of Armenian jewelers, traders and stone mer-
chants. He is a partner in Lori Diamond Factory in Nor
Keghi, Armenia. 

Ari Libarikian is a senior partner with McKinsey &
Company in New York and the leader of the Digital McK-
insey Northeast location, focused on helping a broad set of
clients across sectors develop and drive digital strategies,
and leverage operations and technology to drive business
value. Prior to joining McKinsey, he held various positions
at Nortel Networks and Bell Labs focused on developing
and testing next-generation telecommunications technolo-
gies. He currently serves on the board of the Children's Aid
Society in New York. 

The AGBU Council of Trustees also saw change in lead-
ership as Vatche Manoukian, prominent philanthropist and
businessman, was announced as chairman. He will serve
alongside RA President Armen Sarkissian, Eric Esrailian,
Sam Simonian, Sinan Sinanian and AGBU President Berge
Setrakian, as ex-officio member. Former members of the
Council of Trustees Sarkis Demirdjian, Louise Manoogian
Simone, Richard Manoogian, Nazar Nazarian and Karnig
Yacoubian became Emeritus Trustees. 

At the Assembly, French politician Patrick Devedjian
was honored with the Boghos Nubar Award, the highest
honor AGBU bestows upon community members who ele-
vate others and work tirelessly in service of society. From
lawyer to minister, parliamentarian to mayor, and now
president of the Hauts de Seine General Council, Devedjian
was recognized for his prominent career as an attorney,
ceaselessly championing human rights throughout his 35
years of public service. "The son of an Armenian father who
survived the Genocide himself, Patrick has created an im-
pressive career throughout his years of public service but
has never abandoned the mantle of defending the voice-
less," began AGBU President Setrakian, "His work honors
the legacy of the victims of the Armenian Genocide, and the
strength of both the survivors and the freedom fighters of
the Armenian cause." His unrelenting pursuit of justice in
relation to the recognition of the Armenian Genocide led to
the passage of a 2016 extension of the current French holo-
caust law, making the denial or trivialisation of all events
classed as genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes
or slavery punishable crimes. Celebrated as a universal role
model and global Armenian citizen for his advocacy,
Devedjian was honored for how he has paved the way for
a generation of Armenian leadership in public service.  

Esteemed community leaders were also presented with
high honors throughout the Assembly. Tamar Khabaian
from Syria, Monica Nalbandian from Brazil, Maral Tchor-
badjian from Australia and Herminé Duzian from France
were all recognized by executive leadership in front of an
audience of peers, celebrated for their valiant efforts in serv-
ing and maintaining the spirit of AGBU. Tamar Khabaian
was distinguished for her impassioned service as head sec-
retary of the Syria Central Committee and Educational
Committee, overseeing the Health Care Committee, the Ed-
itorial Board of the Hayatsk publication, and the Emergency
Relief Body in Syria. Regarded as the "armeniapedia" of the
AGBU Brazil chapter and a vital figure in organizing their
Armenian volunteer kitchen, Monica Nalbandian was cel-
ebrated as one of the longest serving members on their
board and an exemplar of service. Chair of AGBU Mel-
bourne since 2003, Maral Tchorbadjian was recognized for

establishing a presence in and building networks across her
city, all while being instrumental in raising funds and mo-
bilizing her community members to build a brand-new fa-
cility. With almost three decades of service, Herminé
Duzian, the AGBU Diaspora Youth Programs Chief Coor-
dinator in Armenia and Europe, was honored for her
boundless efforts in engaging youth and connecting new
generations to their identity. 

Along with community leaders and active citizens in
the Armenian world, the AGBU Buenos Aires Chapter, the
AGBU Young Professionals of Greater New York and the
AGBU Young Professionals of Northern California were
also recognized with awards, celebrating their innumerable
contributions to community life among their constituents.
Serving a thriving and dynamic community of Armenians
in Argentina, the AGBU Buenos Aires chapter was recog-
nized for its impeccable dedication to excellence and out-
reach to their local community. Particularly notable was
their Armenian Restaurant initiative. Both a fundraising op-
eration and a meaningful social gathering, the restaurant is
renowned in Buenos Aires and the money made by the
youth staff goes towards their annual trip to Armenia; to
this day, over 900 young Armenians from Buenos Aires
have visited the homeland because of this unique initiative.
AGBU Buenos Aires Chair Ruben Kedikian accepted the
award on behalf of the chapter. 

Both YP Greater New York and YP Northern California
were celebrated for over two decades of galvanizing the
newest generation of leadership in the Armenian world
with their dynamic spirit of service and activism. YPGNY
Chair William Nazarian and YPNC Chair David Ojakian
were present to accept the awards on behalf of their groups.
From coordinating unique fundraising opportunities to
programming original educational forums, these YP groups
distinguished themselves as communities that can be mo-
bilized when nurtured. To continue to facilitate this growth
and participation worldwide, all YP groups were officially
recognized as permanent entities of AGBU at the General
Assembly, with language reflecting their new status in the
by-laws.

While the Assembly celebrated past achievements by
honoring these dynamic community leaders, members
were also encouraged to look to the future. "We've been
called upon to navigate uncharted waters that require flex-
ibility, ingenuity, vision and above all, unity. Finding a so-
lution is no simple task. But one part of the answer is clear,"
President Setrakian explained. "We, here in this room are in
a position to provide. We must provide opportunity. We
must provide a forum for growth. And we must provide a
means to engage all Armenians across the globe and speak
to the interests of the new generation." 

As the 90th General Assembly came to an end, partici-
pants left Les Jardins de Saint Dominique with evidence
that AGBU is evolving with its community, embracing pro-
gressive definitions of Armenian identity, while honoring
its centuries-old tradition of empowering Armenians
worldwide.

The Armenian General Benevolent Union (AGBU) is the
world's largest non-profit organization devoted to uphold-
ing the Armenian heritage through educational, cultural
and humanitarian programs. Each year, AGBU is commit-
ted to making a difference in the lives of 500,000 people
across Armenia, Artsakh and the Armenian diaspora. Since
1906, AGBU has remained true to one overarching goal: to
create a foundation for the prosperity of all Armenians. To
learn more visit www.agbu.org.



AGBU CONVENES 90TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN PARIS

AGBU Council of Trustees Chairman Vatche Manoukian pres-
ents Patrick Devedjian, prominent attorney and champion of

public service and genocide recognition, with the Boghos Nubar
Award.

Newly-elected AGBU Central Board Members (from left to
right) Haig Ariyan, Nadia Gortzounian and Vartkess Knad-

jian. (Not pictured: Ari Libarikian)

Award recipients (from left to right) Ruben Kedikian of AGBU
Buenos Aires, David Ojakian of AGBU YP Northern California,
Monica Nalbandian of AGBU Brazil, Herminé Duzian of AGBU

France, Tamar Khabaian of AGBU Syria, William Nazarian of
AGBU YP Greater New York and Maral Tchorbadjian from AGBU
Melbourne with Managing Director of the AGBU Central Office

Anita Anserian (second from right).
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