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The first Aurora Forum will take
place in Yerevan, Armenia on October 14-
21, 2019. The Forum will bring together
the world’s leading authorities on social,
scientific-technological, educational, and
humanitarian innovation, marking the
first program of its kind in the region. 

The weeklong series of activities will
provide an opportunity for thought lead-
ers to compare best practices, lessons
learned and, in some cases, disruptive
thinking around issues ranging from in-
frastructure challenges to healthcare
breakthroughs to women’s empower-
ment.

The sweeping week of events will in-
clude the fourth Aurora Prize Ceremony,
the second Global Innovation Forum, an
Educational Forum and series of open
lectures to celebrate the fifth anniversary
of United World College (UWC) Dilijan,
and a set of roundtables and cultural ac-
tivities. The week will culminate in a

grand closing concert event in Yerevan. 
“The Aurora Forum has the potential

to serve as a bridge between interna-
tional progress and local developments
with measurable impact. But that poten-
tial can only be advanced with the par-
ticipation of change-makers who share
Aurora’s vision through their own global
deeds,” said Vartan Gregorian, Co-
Founder of the Aurora Humanitarian Ini-
tiative.



Armenia to Host an Ambitious International
Forum in October 2019 

Creative Armenia and
AGBU announce 2019

Fellows
Creative Armenia and the Armenian

General Benevolent Union (AGBU) are
delighted to announce the five recipients
of the inaugural Creative Armenia-
AGBU Fellowships, a year-long program
of funding, mentorship and tailored pro-
motion strategies for talented artists
from all fields. 

The fellows selected for the 2019 term
are: theatre and opera director Arthur
Makaryan (New York), musician Arik
Grigoryan (Gyumri/Yerevan), painter
Burçin Baar (Istanbul), writer and co-
median Narek Margaryan (Yerevan),
and filmmaker Victoria Aleksanyan
(Yerevan).  

The Fellowships represent the first
collaboration of AGBU and Creative Ar-
menia, which entered into a strategic
partnership in May. Creative Armenia, a
global arts foundation for the Armenian
people, pursues a mandate to discover,
develop, promote, and produce innova-
tive talent. A trusted bedrock of the Ar-
menian diaspora, AGBU has been
creating opportunities for Armenian
artists for decades to extend their educa-
tion and showcase their talents to di-
verse audiences across the globe. 

“Empowering Armenian artists forti-
fies the evolution of Armenian culture,”
said Hayk Arsenyan, Director of the Per-
forming Arts Department at AGBU. “We
are looking forward to the original work
our fellows will create with this sup-
port.” 

Creative Armenia and AGBU will
showcase the work of the 2019 fellows
through a variety of platforms in the
course of the next year. Stay tuned to our
websites and social media pages to learn
more about the 2019 fellows. 

Mission Hills, Calif. The Ararat-Eski-
jian Museum (AEM), is pleased to an-
nounce an upcoming talk by
Independent Researcher Missak
Kelechian “Pilgrims of the Sinai Desert
and Islamic Covenants to Armenians”
Sunday February 10th, 2019, 4PM at
Ararat-Eskijian Museum/ Sheen Chapel
15105 Mission Hills Rd., Mission Hills
Calif., 91345.

From Early times to present day,
prayer and spiritual devotion have ex-
isted in Jerusalem and at Mount Sinai.
Mount Sinai or Jebel Musa, as it’s known
by Bedouin of the Sinai, is one of the
world’s holiest summits. This is where
Jews, Christians, and Muslims believe
God spoke with Moses, giving him a di-
vine of laws. Pilgrims have been visiting
Mount Sinai for well over 1500 years and
its popularity and importance is second-
ary only to Jerusalem. The Origins of the
Armenian community in Jerusalem are
traced to the fourth century AD and the
accounts of their pilgrimages are numer-
ous.

This illustrated lecture shed light on
early inscriptions of Armenian pilgrims
of Mount Sinai, and Islamic covenants
provided to the Armenians dictating se-
curity and peaceful coexistence among
Christians and Muslims.

Maurice Missak Kelechian is an Elec-
trical Engineer, a pioneer entrepreneur in
the field of IT technology. Mr. Kelechian
has extensive experience with key US
Department Defense global operations.
He is an independent investigative re-
searcher passionate about finding untold
stories of courageous expressions and
service to humanity by the US govern-
ment, its people and Near East Relief or-
ganization that became the catalyst for
the survival of hundreds of thousands of
Armenian victims between 1915-1930.
His most recent discoveries include two
orphanages in Lebanon: One in Antoura
where, between 1915 and 1918, around
2000 orphans were being Turkified by
Jemal Pasha and Halide Edib Adivar, and
another in Ghazir where, in 1925 the “In
Golden Rule Gratitude” special rug was
woven by the orphan girls and sent to the
U.S. President, Calvin Coolidge to b!dis-
played at the White House.

For information about the event,
please contact (747) 500-7585 or

eskijian@ararat-eskijian-museum.com.
Live Stream Ararat-Eskijian-Museum.com

website or Facebook.

“Pilgrims of the
Sinai Desert and
Islamic Covenants to
Armenians” 
An upcoming talk by
Independent Researcher
Missak Kelechian

AAA’s statement
The Armenian Assembly of America

calls for universal condemnation of the
provocative hate crimes committed at
two Armenian schools in Los Angeles,
California - Holy Martyrs Ferrahian High
School in Encino and the AGBU
Manoogian-Demirdjian School in
Canoga Park - wherein individuals tres-
passed on private property and hung
Turkish flags.

We urge a swift investigation and that
the perpetrators are prosecuted and pun-
ished.  We appreciate the Members of
Congress that have stood in solidarity
with the Armenian American commu-
nity and would also like to thank the
Command Staff of the Los Angeles Police
Department, as well as Los Angeles City

Councilmember Paul Koretz (5th Dis-
trict) and the Councilmember’s Director
of Public Safety Gregory Martayan for
their response and efforts.

AGBU Western District’s
statement

Early this morning, multiple Turkish
flags were displayed on the exterior gates
of our AGBU Manoogian-Demirdjian
School Campus. Holy Martyrs Ferrahian
also reported that Turkish flags were
found on their campus this morning. We
are deeply disturbed by the cowardly
and offensive conduct of all of those in-
volved. We condemn this type of revolt-
ing behavior and are working with law
enforcement to find the perpetrators. 

Statements on the hate crimes directed at
Armenian schools in greater Los Angeles

AGBU Manoogian-Demirdjian and Ferrahian schools’ fences

YEREVAN, JANUARY 29, ARMEN-
PRESS. Defense Minister of Armenia
Davit Tonoyan received on January 29
the delegation led by General Director of
"Kalashnikov" Concern Andrei Barysh-
nikov.

As ARMENPRESS was informed
from the press service of the Defense
Ministry of Armenia, greeting the guests,
Minister Tonoyan highlighted the coop-
eration of Armenian military industrial
companies with “Kalashnikov” Concern
and expressed readiness to support all
the initiatives aimed at the joint military
production.  

MoD Armenia,
Kalashnikov Concern
clarify details on joint
production of new assault
rifles
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GLENDALE, CA – The Tekeyan Cultural Associa-
tion Metro Los Angeles Chapter hosted a program ti-
tled “Vladimir Yengibaryan: Gold Medal Winning
Armenian Boxing Legend” on January 25, 2019 at the
Glendale Central Library in Glendale, California. Avetis
Bairamian, sports editor of Nor Or Weekly and author
of Armenian language publications, Famous Armeni-
ans in the World of Sports and Armenian Sports Ency-
clopedia, served as the keynote speaker and presented
the fascinating life of Vladimir Yengibaryan. 

Mihran Toumajan served as the program’s master
of ceremonies and explained that one of the goals of the
program was to continue a campaign for Vladimir Yen-
gibaryan to become an eligible candidate for induction
into the International Boxing Hall of Fame in Canastota,
New York. Yengibaryan’s eligibility would become pos-
sible upon the establishment of an “Amateur Section” at
the Hall of Fame. Toumajan also made specific refer-
ences to Armenian Americans throughout the 20th cen-
tury who made notable contributions to boxing in the
United States, including Lud Shabazian of the New Jer-
sey Boxing Hall of Fame, who was a boxing writer and
cartoonist. Shabazian was also one of many who par-
ticipated in the organizational work which led to the
building of St. Vartan Armenian Cathedral in New
York. Toumajan also highlighted the work of Ed Der-
ian, a prominent boxing ring announcer and member
of the Pennsylvania Boxing Hall of Fame. Also refer-
enced were two Armenian Americans from Massachu-
setts, including Dr. Nishan Kechejian of Brockton, the
personal physician for Hall of Fame middleweight box-
ing champion Marvin Hagler, and Haroutune “Harry”
Bilazarian of Boylston, a successful boxer in the late
1940s, who happened to be defeated by legendary box-
ing champion Rocky Marciano in Providence, Rhode Is-
land in 1948.

Following Toumajan’s opening remarks, Varazdat
Pahlavuni, Counselor of the Consulate General of the
Republic of Armenia in Los Angeles, addressed the au-
dience on behalf of the Consulate. In his remarks,
Pahlavuni emphasized that Vladimir Yengibaryan was
synonymous with “greatness,” in light of his gold
medal winning performance at the Summer Olympics
in Melbourne, Australia in 1956, which elated Armeni-
ans around the world. Pahlavuni concluded his re-
marks by praising Yengibaryan’s service to the
Armenian nation, not only as an athlete, but also as a
coach.

Upon the completion of Counselor Pahlavuni’s re-
marks, Toumajan read the rich biography of keynote
speaker Avetis Bairamian, and invited him to the
podium. Bairamian mentioned that Vladimir Yen-
gibaryan was born in Yerevan in 1932 and made special
note of the significance of his birthday being on April
24. Bairamian spoke of Yengibaryan’s prolific career,
having retired with a record of 255 wins and 12 losses.
Yengibaryan was a three-time European champion
(1953, 1957 and 1959) and three-time Soviet champion
(1955, 1956 and 1958). Bairamian listed many of Yen-
gibaryan’s noteworthy accomplishments, including his
earning of a gold medal for the U.S.S.R. in the light wel-
terweight (-63.5 kg) category at the 1956 Olympic
Games in Melbourne. Yengibaryan, considered the most
prominent Soviet boxer of the 1950s, was the first So-

viet boxer to become a European champion. After his
retirement, Yengibaryan served as an international box-
ing referee and judge. Bairamian stressed in his presen-
tation that Vladimir Yengibaryan was the second gold
medalist from Soviet Armenia after Hrant Shahinyan
won two gold medals four years earlier in gymnastics at
the Summer Olympics in Helsinki in 1952. Bairamian
praised Yengibaryan for being a great patriot and na-
tional hero of the Armenian people. Bairamian also em-
phasized the importance of Yengibaryan as a prominent
boxing coach, who developed and trained several gen-
erations of Armenian youth in the sport of boxing until
his death on February 1, 2013 in Los Angeles. 

Upon the completion of Bairamian’s speech, Touma-
jan expressed the Tekeyan Cultural Association’s grati-
tude to Artur “the White Bear” Aleksanyan of Gyumri,
seated in the front row, for his attendance at the pres-
entation in posthumous honor of Vladimir Yen-
gibaryan. Aleksanyan won a gold medal in the sport of
Greco-Roman Wrestling for the Republic of Armenia at
the Summer Olympics in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in 2016.
Toumajan recounted the significance for Armenians
throughout the globe, when, during the medal cere-
mony, the humble and patriotic Aleksanyan wore a t-
shirt with the image of hero Robert Abajyan, a junior
sergeant who, along with over 100 fellow Armenian sol-
diers, sacrificed his life for the defense of Artsakh dur-
ing the April 2016 Four-Day War initiated by
Azerbaijan.

The program continued with Carl Bardakian, Chair-
man of the Tekeyan Cultural Association Metro Los An-
geles Chapter, offering remarks and indicating that
Yengibaryan is, indisputably, one of the most important
figures in Armenian sports history. Bardakian high-
lighted that, albeit representing the best of Armenians
in different sport categories, the torch for Armenian ath-
letic excellence has been passed from 20th century
Olympic gold medalist Yengibaryan to 21st century

Olympic gold medalist, Artur Aleksanyan. Bardakian
emphasized that the passing of this torch should serve
as inspiration to all athletically serious Armenian youth
– be they in Armenia, Artsakh, or in the diaspora – to
become the next Yengibaryan or Aleksanyan in their
chosen sport. Bardakian concluded his remarks by ref-
erencing a historic photo of Yengibaryan with Catholi-
cos and Supreme Patriarch of All Armenians, His
Holiness Vasken I, and mentioned how Yengibaryan
would often travel to Holy Etchmiadzin before his box-
ing matches, in order to receive a blessing from Catholi-
cos Vasken I.

Bardakian warmly welcomed the widow of
Vladimir Yengibaryan, Mrs. Knarik Yengibaryan, to say
a few words on behalf of the Yengibaryan family. Mrs.
Yengibaryan graciously thanked the Tekeyan Cultural
Association for organizing the program in posthumous
honor of her husband. She recounted Vladimir Yen-
gibaryan’s deep patriotism to his nation, as well as his
devotion to the sport of boxing. The Yengibaryans were
blessed with four children and several grandchildren,
with many of the latter in attendance to hear about their
remarkable grandfather.

Upon the conclusion of Mrs. Yengibaryan’s heartfelt
remarks, Toumajan introduced Nazo Ayranjyan, a
prominent boxing coach and referee originally from
Vanadzor. Currently the owner of Nazo Boxing in
North Hollywood, California, a boxing supplies manu-
facturer, Mr. Ayranjyan presented Mrs. Yengibaryan
and keynote speaker Avetis Bairamian with custom
made souvenir boxing gloves dedicated to Vladimir
Yengibaryan’s gold medal performance at the Summer
Olympics in 1956 in Melbourne, Australia.

Toumajan concluded the program by thanking at-
tendees and particularly the Yengibaryan family, who
joined the Tekeyan Cultural Association Metro Los An-
geles Chapter to remember and posthumously honor
the legendary Yengibaryan.

“Vladimir Yengibaryan: Gold Medal Winning Armenian Boxing Legend”
Remembered by the Tekeyan Cultural Association Metro Los Angeles Chapter

Talene Hachikian, Taleen Babayan, Armand Yerjanian, Carl Bardakian, Knarik Yengibaryan,
Artur Aleksanyan, Counselor Varazdat Pahlavuni, Mihran Toumajan, Parsegh Kartalian

"#$%&'
Vladimir Yengibaryan

Olympic gold medalist Greco-Roman wrestler
Artur Aleksanyan
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On January 23, stem cells were har-
vested from Christina, a Yerevan resident
and a registered donor with the Armen-
ian Bone Marrow Donor Registry
(ABMDR). Following the safe, painless
procedure, performed by Dr. Andranik
Mshetsyan at ABMDR’s Stem Cell Har-
vesting Center in Yerevan, the harvested
stem cells were flown to Barcelona,
Spain, through a special courier, to be
used for a potentially life-saving trans-
plantation. In order for the transplant to
be successful, the harvested stem cells
had to be infused into the patient’s body
within 48 hours of the harvesting.

Christina had joined ABMDR in 2015,
with hopes of being of help to a young
leukemia patient who needed a matched
donor. In 2018, Christina’s own nephew,
Areni, was diagnosed with leukemia.
Desperate to save Areni’s life, his family
moved to Spain for a chance to provide a
transplant for their child. Subsequently
the Spanish transplant center where
Areni had been undergoing treatment

contacted ABMDR, with an urgent re-
quest to find a donor for the seven-year-
old boy. At this point, as ABMDR
searched its global database, a perfect
match was located. The matched donor
turned out to be none other than Areni’s
aunt, Christina. 

“We are just overjoyed by this won-
derful development,” said Dr. Sevak Av-
agyan, Executive Director of ABMDR.
“Christina had joined our registry out of
a selfless desire to help save someone’s
life. And now, as she has been identified
as a perfect donor match for her own
nephew, her role as a donor is all the
more touching — it is a testament to our
shared quest for bringing hope to fami-
lies of patients struck by life-threatening
blood-related illnesses. The harvesting of
Christina’s stem cells is also deeply sig-
nificant for our organization because it
was performed to facilitate our 32nd
transplant to date, and it is the first such
procedure to be carried out in 2019, our
20th-anniversary year!” 

Armenian Bone Marrow Donor Registry 
ABMDR donor’s stem cells harvested to help
save her nephew’s life 
The harvesting, to facilitate ABMDR’s 32nd transplant to date, 
marks the organization’s 20th anniversary

From left: ABMDR Executive Director Dr. Sevak Avagyan, Dr. Andranik Mshetsyan,
ABMDR President Dr. Frieda Jordan, the international courier who delivered the harvested

stem cells to Barcelona, and ABMDR Medical Director Dr. Mihran Nazaretyan. Photos
courtesy of ABMDR.

Writer and broadcast journalist Paul
Chaderjian will speak about his newly pub-
lished book, “Letters to Barbra” at 7:30PM on
Tuesday, February 12, in the University Busi-
ness Center, Alice Peters Auditorium, at Fresno
State.

The presentation is part of the Armenian
Studies Program Spring 2019 Lecture Series
and is supported by the Leon S. Peters Foun-
dation.

Letters to Barbra is the story of an outsider,
told in disjointed, Facebook-like timeline span-
ning from the aftermath of the first world war
to the Soviet Union, from the Lebanese Civil War in the 1970’s
to the futuristic class segregated dystopian society 300 years
from now. The narration style is cinematic, influenced by Bret
Easton Ellis, Micheline Aharonian Marcom and Atom Egoyan.

It depicts the protagonist, Adam, in his boyhood writing let-
ters to his idol Barbra (Streisand) in war-ridden Beyrouth. Res-
cued as a war refugee, he becomes the odd, marginalized kid in
Central California schools. Friendless and ridiculed for his for-
eignness, he finds solace in the darkened theaters of cinemas.
This addiction leads him to film school in Southern California,
after which his early artistic awakening fails to survive the soul-
crushing jobs, those ‘necessary’ stepping stones to his dream.
As for all of us, reality comes knocking, and Adam seizes the
chance to report from his historic homeland, hoping to get to
the root of his discontent.

As the reader pieces Adam’s life together, it becomes obvi-

ous that some men and women are merely
destined to perpetually seek a home and
doomed to a journey without destination.

Paul Chaderjian is writer and broadcast
journalist and has reported for Al Jazeera,
CNN, ABC News and television stations in
Fresno, New York, Yerevan, Los Angeles and
Honolulu. For the past five years, he was a
Senior Producer (in-house reporter and field
correspondent) for the Al Jazeera Media Net-
work (AJMN), based in Doha, Qatar. 

Some of the interviews he has landed for
international Armenian media include celebri-

ties Cher, Kim Kardashian, Charles Aznavour; several high-
ranking House and Senate members, State Department officials;
and a number of US Foreign Service representatives.

Chaderjian has a graduate degree in Mass Communication
and Journalism from Fresno State, and an undergraduate de-
gree in Cinema-TV production from the University of Southern
California.

Copies of “Letters to Barbra” will be on sale at the lecture.
The lecture is free and open to the public. Free parking is

available in Lot P6 or P5 with a parking code available by call-
ing the Armenian Studies Program office.

For more information about the lecture please contact the
Armenian Studies Program at 278-2669, visit our website at
www.fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies or visit our Facebook
page at @ArmenianStudiesFresnoState.



“Letters to Barbra” Book Launch with Author Paul Chaderjian

Dr. Christopher
Sheklian to Speak on
“Liturgy and Property
in Istanbul: The
Armenian Minority in
Turkey Today”

Dr. Christopher Sheklian, director of
the Zohrab Information Center (Eastern
Diocese of the Armenian Church, New
York) will present a talk on “Liturgy and
Property in Istanbul: The Armenian Mi-
nority in Turkey Today” at 7:30PM on Fri-
day, February 22, in the University
Business Center, Alice Peters Auditorium,
at Fresno State.

The presentation is part of the Armen-
ian Studies Program Spring 2019 Lecture
Series and is supported by the Leon S. Pe-
ters Foundation.

During the Divine Liturgy (Badarak)
of the Armenian Church at the small
church of St. Gregory the Illuminator in
Kuzguncuk, a beautiful neighborhood on
the Asian side of Istanbul, one often hears
the Islamic call to prayer being recited
from the mosque next door. Like all the
churches in Istanbul, St. Gregory is organ-
ized as a vakıf, a type of endowed charita-
ble foundation developed within Islamic
law. In the middle of the twentieth cen-
tury, the board of the St. Gregory Kuzgun-
cuk vakıf happily supported the building
of the mosque. In fact, the two courtyards
share a wall. Today, the proximity of the
properties of the two religious properties
results in the auditory mingling of liturgy.
The ezan, the call to prayer, wavers with
the singing of Armenian hymns.

Of course, things are not always so
harmonious. Armenian properties—vakıf
and otherwise—have been systematically
expropriated by the Turkish state since its
founding in 1923. The vakıf board of the
Armenian Hospital of Surp Pırgiç (Holy
Savior’s) sued the government in the Eu-
ropean Court of Human Rights over some
of its properties. Similarly, religious edu-
cation and liturgical practice has at times
been stymied by the Turkish government.
This presentation uses these two cate-
gories of liturgy and property to trace the
status of Armenians in Turkey today. Har-
monious or contentious, at hospitals or
during church services, Istanbul Armeni-
ans lead rich and varied lives in the fabric
of the city, proclaiming “Buradayız Ah-
parig”—“We are here, brother.”

Dr. Christopher Sheklian was ap-
pointed Director of the Krikor and Clara
Zohrab Information Center in September
2018. He is a native of Visalia, California,
and earned an MA in Anthropology and
then his PhD in Anthropology from the
University of Chicago in 2017 after de-
fending his thesis titled “Theology and the
Community: The Armenian Minority, Tra-
dition, and Secularism in Turkey.”

The lecture is free and open to the public.
Free parking is available in Lot P6 or P5.

2nd Annual
Armenian Wine &

Spirits Festival 
GiniFest 2019

is on Sunday, May 19, 2019. 
2 pm till 9 PM

Tickets are $45 till February 28
Tickets are $55 March 1 till May

18
May 19 Tickets are $75

EVENT OVERVIEW
The Armenian Wine & Spirits Festi-
val is a showcase of Armenia’s and
Armenian Diaspora’s premier wine

and Spirits products.
Now, in its second year, the festival

once again will showcase wines from
Armenian and international wineries
with Armenian heritage, spirits com-

panies and cigar exhibitors.

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the Armenian Wine &
Spirits Festival is to promote and cele-
brate fine wines and spirits of Arme-
nia and international companies with

Armenian heritage. 

VISION STATEMENT
CHARITY

To raise funds for Knowledge Truck, Inc.
A 501(c)(3) tax-exempt, non-governmen-
tal, non-political corporation that spreads

Knowledge of Armenianism.
EDUCATION

To promote wine and spirit education
through direct one-on-one access to world-

class Armenian products and wine ex-
perts.

RECOGNITION
To bring national and regional attention to
the wine and spirits offerings of Armenia

and Armenian Diaspora.
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Dünya Newspaper Books Magazine based in Istan-
bul chose the Bests of the Year for the 26th time and Aras
Publishing is granted the Publishing House of the Year
award this year. Editor-in-chief Rober Kopa received
the award at the ceremony held on January 24. Estab-
lished in 1993 Aras Publishing aims to be the represen-
tative and sustainer of the Armenian publishing
tradition, which has a long and established history in
Turkey.

Dünya Newspaper Books Magazine based in Istan-
bul chose the Bests of the Year for the 26th time and Aras
Publishing is granted the Publishing House of the Year
award this year. Editor-in-chief Rober Kopa received
the award at the ceremony held on January 24.

Award selection committee awarded Aras Publish-
ing in the publishing houses category of Dünya Book
Awards, which has been given since 1993.

The award committee explained why they chose
Aras as the following: “Understanding each other can
be possible and sustainable through art and literature.
Functioning as the window to to Armenian literature,
history and culture with its special, meticulous and qual-
ity books for years and telling about us to us, Aras Pub-
lishing is granted with the Publishing House of the Year
award.”

Editor-in-chief Rober Kopta received the award on
behalf of Aras from award committee member and
writer Baar Baarır. In his speech, Kopta thanked all

the workers who have sweated for Aras by this time, au-
thors, translator and readers who keep the publishing
house alive. Kopta stated that they dedicate the award
to all the citizens who are jailed and prosecuted because
of their thoughts and especially to board member
Osman Kavala who has been unjustly in jail for 450 days.

Thanking Dünya Books Magazine for granting this
meaningful award to Aras on the 25th anniversary of its
establishment, Kopta said:

“As Aras, we worked with the awareness that books
and literature play an important role in overcoming prej-
udices between peoples and eliminating the obstacles,
and have always tried to publish meticulous and quality
books despite difficult conditions. We are floating on air
since this valuable award reminded us that our efforts
are recognized and appreciated on our 25th year. We

dedicate this award to our board member Osman Kavala
who has been unjustly in jail for 450 days and to all pris-
oners who fight with their thought for democratization
of Turkey. For us, contributing to cultural scene of
Turkey is a part of the struggle for preserving and im-
proving the pluralist fabric of our country. We send our
feelings of solidarity and greetings to all publishing
houses that are suppressed, ignored, publishing books
concerning all the oppressed groups, claiming rights and
being sensitive to the efforts of those who claim their
rights.”

Aras Publishing was established in 1993 in Istanbul.
It adopted a publishing policy which made it called “the
window to Armenian literature” soon. With its books in
Turkish and Armenian, it became the few publishing
houses in Turkey that publish books in two languages.
Publishing translations from Armenian authors and
Turkish works of contemporary Armenian authors, Aras
aims to help people from different cultures who were
born and raised on the same land and lived side by side
know and understand each other better through litera-
ture, and to contribute to the common values of hu-
manity together. Facilitating Anatolia’s cultural values
to be passed on next generations, Aras Publishing aims
to be the representative and sustainer of the Armenian
publishing tradition, which has a long and established
history in Turkey.



Turkey: The Publishing House of the Year is Aras

Nerses Krikorian was four years old when he first
stepped on U.S. soil.     Born on the side of a Turkish road
in 1921 as his parents were fleeing the Armenian Genocide,
his family spent the next four years moving from country
to country with only the bare clothes on their backs.    On
the way, his brother was born in Aleppo, Syria. 

Canada became their final refuge.    The family finally
found its American home in Niagara Falls, NY when Krik
was four, his father becoming a factory worker, and his
mother a homemaker giving birth to his youngest brother.

He remembered many years later, that all that moving
from place to place was a “tortured way of living, because
you don’t belong anywhere.”

A FAMED SCIENTIST AND ANALYST
With such bleak beginnings, Nerses “Krik” Krikorian’s

future seemed anything but promising.     From age 4 to 96
when he died in Los Alamos, New Mexico, his story is any-
thing if not amazing.     He was one of the most famed sci-
entists and intelligence analysts in America, having been a
major player on the Los Alamos Manhattan Project which
eventually created the first nuclear weapon.

His first job was at Union Carbide in 1943, following a
bachelor’s degree from college in chemistry.  The lab made
highly enriched uranium.       He was unaware that he was
ensconced in the Manhattan Project which dropped the
first atom bomb on Hiroshima.

He said at the time, “Well, the war is going to end.  And
I hope we never have to use it again for any purpose.”

After the war, Union Carbide cut down its uranium
work, and he went to New Mexico to continued working
on the Manhattan project.

Many years later, when his father visited him, He men-
tioned to Krik that the rugged mountains and dry climate
of New Mexico reminded him of the old country.   Krik felt
that “deep down, maybe I had some connection to it that I
didn’t even remember”.  

It was also at Los Alamos that he met his wife, Kather-
ine Patterson who had also come in 1943 to work on the
Manhattan Project as a member of the Women’s Army
Corps.  

There, they raised their only child, a daughter Debra,
now a retired Army lieutenant colonel.

THE ARMENIAN CONNECTION
And so began an illustrious career for Krik that

spanned four and a half decades.       It was in 1972, when
he was asked to join an intelligence unit, though he didn’t
know why.  He suspected that the reason also included the
fact that he spoke fluent Armenian, and some Russian.     

As a child, his parents had forced him to speak and

write Armenian, as well as to learn the history, culture and
literature of Armenia. 

“As a kid, I thought it was useless,” he remembered.
Why do I need to learn a language that hardly anyone
speaks.    I guess God knew what was coming.”    

He found out why in the 1960’s that he had to translate
Russian chemistry books into English.         This informa-
tion became very useful to the U.S. government at the time.

“I’m an American,” he said.   Feeling a deep commit-
ment to America’s national security, he felt that the intelli-
gence analysts were all motivated to keep the peace.        “I
feel obligated to this country.       Look at what I have been
able to accomplish here.”

Krik was always amazed that as a boy he had arrived in
this country with papers that labeled him as “stateless”,
and could   rise to a position of security head for a U.S. in-
telligence unit. 

As the holder of six patents, Krik retired in 1991 after re-
ceiving countless honors, including the Los Alamos Medal-
lion (its highest award), two honorary doctorates, the CIA’s
Intelligence Community Medal, and in 2005, election  as an
honorary Doctor to Armenia’s National Academy of Sci-
ences.

NOSTALGIC REMEMBRANCES
Recently, Krik’s daughter Debra, in a telephone con-

versation, reminisced about her father’s strong link to his
heritage.    “My father felt strongly about his Armenian
background.    He was fluent in both modern and liturgical
Armenian, and could read and write.”

Debra revealed that her grandparents suffered during
the Genocide, with her grandmother’s immediate family
all killed.       Her grandfather’s brothers split, with the eld-
est moving to Canada, and the other brother going to Yere-

van.  Her grandfather with his wife and son Krik came to
Canada via Syria, Greece, and France.  

“My grandparents apparently masqueraded as Kurds
during a portion of this odyssey as both were fluent in Kur-
dish.   They never spoke to me about the Genocide,” Debra
remembers.

She relates that when her father moved to New Mex-
ico, there were very few Armenians, but in the 1950’s and
1960’s, a group of about 60 came together.     “When I was
a child we would get together with these families fre-
quently even though it was 100 miles each way to see each
other.  During the 1980’s there were enough to establish a
cultural organization as well as an Armenian church which
my parents supported.”

She recalls that her father often read Armenian poetry,
history and philosophy, and translated many writings
“which he left to me.     During the last days before his pass-
ing, he reverted to speaking Armenian and spoke to sev-
eral of his Armenian friends.   In short, he went back to his
Armenian roots.”

Krikorian had opportunities to go to Armenia in the
1990’s, first at the request of the U.S. State Department to
assist and engage with the scientists there.   Later he vis-
ited and assisted through the audits of scientific projects
funded through the International Science and Technology
Center.   

During these visits, he also happily met his relatives
there.   It was his wife “who had the heart and soul of an
Armenian” who first went to Armenia in 1979, and found
his relatives who still keep in contact with daughter Debra
to this day.

BENEVOLENT GOAL
A scientist “in soul and heart”, Dr. Krikorian had been

regularly contributing to one of the most effective Diaspo-
ran projects supporting cutting edge R&D in Armenia – the
Armenian National Science and Education Fund (ANSEF),
run by the Fund for Armenian Relief (FAR) in New York
City.   

Following his personal wishes, a special Endowment
Fund was established at FAR by his daughter Debra after
the eminent scientist passed away.    Its goal is to perpetu-
ally support young researchers educated in universities in
Armenia.

In a 2017 interview, Krikorian reflected, “things have
worked out far beyond what I ever imagined.  I think of
my parents, and wonder, ‘How did they ever do it’.  My
parents instilled in me the importance of doing the right
thing and giving back to your fellow man.  I hope I have
done that.”



LEGENDARY SCIENTIST DR. NERSES “KRIK” KRIKORIAN
A  UNIQUE AND CELEBRATED ARMENIAN-AMERICAN

BY FLORENCE AVAKIAN
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