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YEREVAN, SEPTEMBER 2, ARMEN-
PRESS. Armenian President Armen
Sarkissian visited the Stepanakert Me-
morial with his Artsakh counterpart
Bako Sahakyan today as part of the In-
dependence Day events.

The presidents paid tribute to the
memory of fallen soldiers of the Artsakh
Liberation War, the Great Patriotic War,
and the memory of Arthur Mkrtchyan,
the first President of Artsakh’s Supreme
Council.

“Not only is this the day of Inde-
pendence, but also a day of confidence in
victory and the future. This is the day
when our entire Armenian people re-
turned pride, the sweet sensation of vic-

tory, confidence for its strength and fu-
ture,” Sarkissian told reporters.

In a sense this is a day of mission and
national identity for our entire people.
My soul is filled with pride, joy, however
being present here at this memorial at
this time, I can’t not think with what
price the victory, pride and confidence
for the future was acquired: with the best
human lives. Our [men] did not give
their lives in vain: they gave it in order
for this country to become stronger, in
order for Armenians worldwide, our en-

tire people in Armenia,
in the Diaspora and in Artsakh to be able
to build its proud, strong and powerful
homeland,” he said.

Armenian president honors memory of fallen
heroes at Stepanakert Memorial

Congressional Armenian Caucus
leaders commended the Republic of Art-
sakh’s “commitment to advance demo-
cratic governance and to the will of your
people,” restating their bipartisan sup-
port for Artsakh’s full participation in
Organization for Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe (OSCE) Minsk Group-led
peace talk, as the Republic celebrated 27
years of independence, reported the Ar-
menian National Committee of America.

In their September 2 letter to Repub-
lic of Artsakh President Bako Sahakyan,
Congressional Armenian Caucus Co-
Chairs Frank Pallone (D-NJ), Jackie
Speier (D-CA), David Trott (R-MI) and
David Valadao (R-CA) and Vice-Chairs
Gus Bilirakis (R-FL) and Adam Schiff (D-
CA) cited the “important progress Art-
sakh has made in the areas of human
rights, strengthening the rule of law and
increasing transparency through govern-
ment reforms.” They reiterated the im-
portance of Artsakh’s direct participation
in OSCE Minsk Group negotiations, not-
ing, “In order to ensure a durable and
democratic resolution to the regional is-
sues your country currently faces, we be-
lieve that Artsakh must be allowed to

directly participate in negotiations re-
garding its future status and security.”

Armenian Caucus Co-Chair Frank
Pallone (D-NJ), who, along with Co-
Chair David Valadao (R-CA) and Rep.
Tulsi Gabbard (D-HI) visited Arstaskh
last year, is spearheading legislation,
supported by the ANCA, calling for Art-
sakh’s inclusion in OSCE peace talks. The
U.S.-Artsakh Travel and Communication
Resolution (H.Res.697) would also lift
barriers to expanded U.S. dialogue with
Artsakh.

The Senate and House are currently
working to finalize U.S. assistance levels
to Artsakh as part of the Fiscal Year (FY)
2019 foreign aid bill. In June, the Senate
Appropriations Committee adopted a re-
port specifically calling for U.S. support
for “humanitarian and health programs,”
including for “regional rehabilitation
centers to care for infants, children and
adults with physical and cognitive dis-
abilities.” The move prioritizes U.S.
funding for programs like the Lady Cox
Rehabilitation Center, located in the Art-
sakh’s capital, Stepanakert, which has
helped over 15,000 patients over the past
20 years.

Congressional Armenian Caucus Leadership
Congratulates Artsakh’s 27th Independence

Calls for Direct Artsakh Participation in OSCE
Minsk Group Peace Talks

ARMENPRESS. Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan commented on the statement
of 2nd President of Armenia Robert
Kocharyan about his return to politics,
reports Armenpress.

“All those, who will have an oppor-
tunity and desire to participate in the
parliamentary elections in accordance
with the law of the Republic of Armenia,
will participate”, the PM told reporters.

Commenting on the observation ac-
cording to which some forces already
carry out campaign despite that it hasn’t
begun yet, Nikol Pashinyan said the
Electoral Code doesn’t ban the campaign
outside the election campaigning period.
“The campaign is a daily political activ-
ity. I normally react to any activity which
is not banned by law, therefore, any po-
litical force, political figure can share
their ideas with the citizens”, the Ar-
menian PM said.

2nd President of Armenia Robert
Kocharyan announced recently that he is
going to participate in the upcoming
snap parliamentary elections.

Edited and translated by
Aneta Harutyunyan

PM Pashinyan
comments on
Kocharyan’s statement
to return to politics

ARMENPRESS. Di-
rector of National Secu-
rity Service Arthur
Vanetsyan says former
Mayor of Yerevan Taron
Margaryan will be ques-
tioned over the Yerevan
Foundation fraud case.

“The date of ques-
tioning will be decided by the investiga-
tive group. The head of the investigative
group himself will decide when he will
be questioned,” Vanetsyan said.

Vanetsyan added that he doesn’t in-
terfere with the actions of the investiga-
tive group.

Earlier in June it
was reported that two
citizens have reported
to the national security
service that Yerevan
Foundation officials
have demanded bribes
in order to issue con-
struction licenses.

The foundation is currently under in-
vestigation. Margaryan stepped down as
Mayor earlier in July. The Mayor’s office
is currently vacant.

Edited and translated by
Stepan Kocharyan

Former Mayor Taron Margaryan to be
questioned for Yerevan Foundation

investigation, says NSS chief

ARMENPRESS. Japan
supports peaceful settle-
ment of Nagorno Kara-
bakh conflict, Deputy
Director-Geneal for press
and public diplomacy of
Japan Mitsuko Shino told
ARMENPRESS.

"Your Government
ahs informed us how this process goes

on. We are glad for Arme-
nia highlights the settle-
ment of the conflict
through peaceful and
constructive dialogue in
the sidelines of the OSCE
Minsk Group and we
support the peaceful set-
tlment of the conflict", she

said. 

Japan supports peaceful settlement of Karabakh
conflict

Armenia’s second
president released on
signature bond

YEREVAN. – An investigator of Ar-
menia’s Special Investigation Service
decided to select a signature bond to not
leaving Armenia as the second president
Robert Kocharyan’s precautionary
measure.

The Service confirmed the reports
for Armenian News-NEWS.am, while
one of Kocharyan’s lawyers Aram Or-
belyan said they had not studied the de-
cision and cannot comment on it yet.
The lawyers of the second president will
hold a press conference on Wednesday.

On July 27 Kocharyan was arrested,
but was later released based on the
judgement of the Court of Appeal.
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The Life and Works of an
'Uncommon Storyteller'

Dear Friend:
Today marks the 110th anniversary of William Saroyan's

birth. He was one of America's greatest literary figures in the
20th century. A novelist, a playwright and uncommon story-
teller, Saroyan's works had a profound impact on the American
literary landscape in the Depression Era and beyond.  

In recognition of this anniversary, I partnered with the Los
Angeles Public Library to debut a new exhibit at the Central
Library that celebrates his life and works. The must-see exhibit
features images taken by photographer Boghos Boghossian,
which focuses on the author's visit to Armenia shortly before
his death in 1981. 

I am also proud to announce the world premiere perform-
ance of Saroyan's unpublished "Diasporan" plays on Septem-
ber 15.
My Name is Aram: William Saroyan, An Armenian Native
Son

Now through October 7
Central Library 
First Floor Galleries
630 W. 5th Street
Los Angeles, CA 90071

William Saroyan:  The Unpublished Plays in Performance
Saturday, September 15, 7 pm
Central Library 
630 W. 5th Street
Los Angeles, CA 90071 
To highlight these important cultural events in Los Angeles,

I honored the city employees who worked with me to make it
happen, Research and Special Collections librarian Ani Boy-
adjian, and the Personnel Department's Assistant General
Manager, Aram Kouyoumdjian, who is also a playwright and
producer of the September 15 performance.
Saroyan's Life and LA Connection

Born in Fresno to Armenian immigrants on August 31,
1908, as the youngest of four children, William Saroyan was
determined to become a writer from an early age, inspired by
the writings of his father. 

Saroyan's stories drew from his childhood experiences
among the Armenian-American fruit growers of the San
Joaquin Valley or dealt with the rootlessness of the immigrant
experience in the United States. These are experiences that still
resonate today. Concerned with the basic goodness of all peo-
ple, and the value of life, Saroyan also celebrated their good
humor in the face of abject poverty with steadfast messages of
hope and resiliency. 

The award-winning author's most notable works include
the novels My Name Is Aram and The Human Comedy, which
was made into an MGM film and won him an Academy Award
for Best Original Screenplay. Saroyan spent some of his most
successful years living in Los Angeles, frequenting the many
bookstores on 6th Street downtown. 

Saroyan also was fiercely proud of his Armenian heritage,
and traveled to the country many times during his life. The Ar-
menian-American community celebrates him, his grand
achievements and his spirit of hope and community.

I hope you'll visit the library to view the exhibit and join
me on September 15 to see the world premiere of William
Saroyan's unpublished plays.

As always, you can email your comments and questions to:
paul.krekorian@lacity.org.   

Very truly yours, 
Paul Krekorian

LA City Councilmember, Second District
August 31, 2018

William Saroyan house-museum has opened in the city of
Fresno, CA, USA, in commemoration of playwright’s 110th
birthday on Friday, August 31st.

It may look like an ordinary house in the district but
Saroyan’s house is now completely renovated to contain a big
digital archive of his photos and works.

The museum features Saroyan’s hologram with a setup of
his desk and part of the house in its original way as Saroyan
lived there, says Ashley Panoo on Fresno Bee website. The rest
of the house is filled with photos, videos and interviews taken
of Saroyan throughout the years, posters of his work and his
drawings.

The grand opening of the house-museum welcomed City
Councilmember Esmeralda Soria, founder of Renaissance Cul-
tural and Intellectual foundation Artur Janibekyan and Fresno
Mayor Lee Brand.

Soria said Saroyan grew up in what is now downtown
Fresno because of a city law that blocked immigrants from own-
ing or living in certain areas.

“Despite all of this, Saroyan still felt and left his heart here in
Fresno,” she said.

Saroyan purchased the house 17 years before he died of can-
cer at Veterans Hospital.  The Armenia-based Renaissance Cul-
tural and Intellectual foundation purchased Saroyan’s house in
2015 and set on to renovate it in honor of Saroyan and the Ar-
menian community.

The architect from the project Meroujan Minssian told At-
cion News they wanted to design a museum that kids of all ages
would like, ABC30 reported.

“Hologram is usually something that is fun for kids to see
an actual character in actual space so that's why we came up
with the hologram thing,”said Meroujan Minssian.

The museum opens its doors to the general public in mid-
September and will operate every day, except Monday, from 10
a.m. until 6 p.m.

William Saroyan House-Museum
opens in Fresno

Sourje Tir
Influential Armenians:
William Saroyan
By ARVIN DEMERJIAN

As the school year begins, it seems
as if everyone is getting into the swing
of things. People are getting back into
their routines and schedules are filling
up with events and activities. When
things get to really busy and chaotic, I
personally like to step back and try to
reconnect to my motivation. So, I have
decided to share some of the people
who have impacted me and through a
multiple part series on influential Ar-
menians, focusing on Armenians with
a variety of professions. When I think
of influential Armenians, the first per-
son that pops into my mind is William
Saroyan, writer and son of an Armen-
ian immigrant. 

Saroyan is known for his work
during the Depression, writing stories
that celebrate the joy of life, despite
living in poverty and hard times. He
has always seen the positive in all
things, and that is why William
Saroyan is so influential to me. Such as
a lotus flower, Saroyan brought to
light the beauty of his experiences in a
very impoverished dark time in his-
tory. Even though his accomplish-
ments were vast, like winning the
Pulitzer Prize, he was criticized for the
work he had done because the major-
ity of it was in English. However, he
was very proud of his history and cul-
ture and truly viewed himself as a
writer for the diaspora. He wrote “I
write in English, and despite the fact
that I'm from America, I consider my-
self an Armenian writer. The words I
use are in English, the surroundings I
write about are American, but the soul,
which makes me write, is Armenian.”

Another reason I have decided to
start this series is the opening of The
William Saroyan House in Fresno, Cal-
ifornia. The house serves as an inter-
active museum, where visitors are
greeted by a projection of the writer.
The house is where Saroyan lived for
the last years of his life, and visitors
can see photos, posters, and drawings,
as well as interviews. A few of my
friends have already ventured out to
visit The William Saroyan House, and
I have heard nothing but good re-
views. I hope you all take the oppor-
tunity to go yourselves, to see it, and
to tell your friends and family all
about it.

Within the Armenian community,
William Saroyan is best known for the
last two paragraphs of his short story,
“The Armenian and The American.” 

“I should like to see any power of
the world destroy this race, this small
tribe of unimportant people, whose
wars have all been fought and lost,
whose structures have crumbled, liter-
ature is unread, music is unheard, and
prayers are no more answered. Go
ahead, destroy Armenia. See if you can
do it. Send them into the desert with-
out bread or water. Burn their homes
and churches. Then see if they will not
laugh, sing and pray again. For when
two of them meet anywhere in the
world, see if they will not create a
New Armenia.”
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The curious story behind the arrest of a pro-Azer-
baijani and pro-Turkish lobbyist who was detained in
Yerevan by law enforcement agencies gets more and
more bizarre after scrutinizing the avaiable information
and putting the pieces together from the man’s past.

Kevin (Kemal) Oksuz, the Turkish-born American
citizen wanted by the United States who was arrested
in Yerevan on August 29, is nowhere near to be consid-
ered a minor lobbyist.

It appears the man has, or at least at some point had,
close ties with the government of Azerbaijan.

Moreover, Kevin (Kemal) Oksuz’s name is tied to
the notorious Azerbaijani state-sanctioned bribery
scheme known as the Azerbaijani Laundromat.

As previously reported, Oksuz is also a part of the
Gulen movement in North America, being heavily in-
volved in its operations. It is noteworthy that currently
the state of Azerbaijan has the same position on the
Gulen movement as Turkey – the Gulen movement is
outlawed.  Azerbaijan’s attitude for Oksuz at this mo-
ment is unclear, taking into account the fact that Baku
and Ankara carry out almost identical policies. It is
moreover unclear to whom Oksuz has remained faith-
ful to – Gulen movement, or Azerbaijan.

As reported earlier, Oksuz was the center of a US
Congressional inquiry into a controversial trip organ-
ized by his US-based nonprofit for American lawmak-
ers to Azerbaijan. The Congressional inquiry revealed
that Azerbaijan’s state-owned SOCAR oil company se-
cretly funded the trip and spent hundreds of thousands
of dollars, including on lavish gifts for the American
politicians.

Oksuz chaired the Assembly of Friends of Azerbai-
jan (AFAZ), a Houston-based tax-exempt nonprofit, an
influential organization closely tied with Azerbaijani
authorities. He later moved the nonprofit to Washing-
ton, according to reports.

“AFAZ may have been established in 2012 but took
its first official actions in April 2013, approximately one
month prior to the Convention.The organization was
created in Houston, Texas by the leadership of SOCAR
and has since moved to Washington, D.C.Its CEO and
President was Kemal Oksuz. At the time, Kemal Oksuz
was also the President of TCAE”, the Office of Con-
gressional Ethics of the US House of Representatives
Report Review No. 15-9180 reads. TCAE is the
Turquois Council of Americans and Eurasians.

“SOCAR Legal Counsel 1 described AFAZ as
SOCAR’s nonprofit in the United States. Notably,
SOCAR was AFAZ’s only founding member.SOCAR,
as the sole founding member, appointed the board of
directors of AFAZ. Mr. Oksuz was one of the individu-
als appointed to the board. Mr. Oksuz was then ap-
pointed to serve concurrently as president alongside
other board members also holding different offices”,
reads the report.

But the most interesting part of the report is about
Kemal Oksuz’s relationship with SOCAR.

It was Mr. Oksuz who introduced the other Turkic
nonprofit organizations to Azerbaijani officials, and Mr.
Oksuz who coordinated Turkic efforts related to Azer-
baijan, the report said.

“For example, it appears that following the Con-
vention in September 2013, Mr. Oksuz worked with
several Turkic nonprofits to send letters and video mes-

sages from Members of Congress to the President of
Azerbaijan.A consultant for SOCAR noted that the
“SOCAR chair, parliament speaker, and Ambassador
value Kemal’s opinion,” the report said.  The report
also notes that it is SOCAR that selected Oksuz to be
president of AFAZ.

According to a 2014 article of the Houston Chroni-
cle, AFAZ “operates as a U.S.-based public relations
arm of SOCAR,” which is in turn wholly controlled by
the Azerbaijani government. The nonprofit lists Rauf
Mammadov, director of SOCAR America, as its treas-
urer.

Back in early 2013, AFAZ worked with the Embassy
of Azerbaijan to help organize an event on Capitol Hill
in Washington commemorating the anniversary of the
so-called Khojaly massacre, according to The Sunlight
Foundation.

Speaking to The Sunlight Foundation via email in a
2014 interview, Oksuz denied having ties with SOCAR,
and sent the following letter:

Oksuz denied that AFAZ is tied to SOCAR, but the
Congressional report clearly leaves no doubt that it op-
erated through Azerbaijani oil dollars and that Oksuz
is a personal acquaintance of many top level Azerbai-
jani government officials, perhaps even President Ilham
Aliyev himself.

Subsequently Kemal Oksuz was charged by the US
for fraud over falsifying documents and hiding the true
source of funding for the trip which he organized for
the American lawmakers. It is unclear how and when
he left the US and where he was located at the time of
being declared wanted.

But on top of all this, it appears that Kemal Oksuz
is also involved in the Azerbaijani Laundromat case –
the highly publicized corruption scandal which was
uncovered by the OCCRP - Organized Crime and Cor-
ruption Reporting Project. The Azerbaijani Laundro-
mat is a complex money-laundering operation and
slush fund that handled $2.9 billion over a two-year pe-
riod through four shell companies registered in the UK.
The Azeri state-sanctioned bribery scheme was used to
pay off European lawmakers.  But in a follow-up report
about the Azerbaijani Laundromat case, the OCCRP re-
ported in a May, 2018 article titled Baku’s Man in Amer-
ica that another recipient of the Laundromat money
“was an influential American oil and gas consultant of
Azerbaijani origin who worked to influence US policy
in his native country’s favor”.  And this man himself is
tied with the controversial trip of US lawmakers or-
ganized by Oksuz.

“Adil Baguirov, a business owner based in Dayton,
Ohio and a vocal member of the Azerbaijani Diaspora,
received the $253,150 transfer just months after a non-
profit organization he runs, the Houston-based US Az-
eris Network, helped host a conference in Baku,
Azerbaijan’s capital, that was attended by 10 members
of Congress. The junket was widely criticized, and in-
vestigated by the House Ethics Committee, for being
secretly funded by Azerbaijan’s state oil company,” the
OCCRP said.

“Baguirov’s Washington lobbying in the interests of
Azerbaijan goes far beyond the 2013 conference. He has
also helped organize other US-Azeri conferences in
Washington, repeatedly testified before the House in
favor of US military aid to Azerbaijan, served as the co-
ordinator of the Congressional Azerbaijan Caucus, and
worked prominently in a Houston-based company that
claims to have organized a trip by the country’s presi-
dent, Ilham Aliyev, to the White House.

Baguirov and his family run in elite circles back
home. They are known to have close ties to President
Aliyev – who awarded Baguirov a medal for his efforts
in the US – and he and his father serve in numerous ad-
visory roles to the Azerbaijani and Russian govern-
ments respectively,” the report stated.

It is noteworthy that each time an Azerbaijani non-
profit or any kind of a council is mentioned, it turns out
that they operate in Houston, or at least have origi-
nated from there.

“The estimated proposed budget for the conference
was $1.5 million. But it appears that its organizers had
trouble securing the necessary funds. Two managers
from ConocoPhillips told OCE investigators that Kemal
Oksuz, the president of both hosting organizations,
asked the corporation for a $250,000 sponsorship. But it
eventually agreed to provide just $10,000, as did two
other sponsors, McDermott and BP.

Reporters found no evidence that either Baguirov
or his non-profit helped cover the shortfall. But his con-
sulting company received the $253,150 Azerbaijani
Laundromat payment six months later,” the OCCRP
said.

“Oksuz has been active for years in several non-
profits that are part of the so-called Gulen movement,”
the Houston Chronicle reported earlier in 2015.

Media reports show that Oksuz was engaged in
similar activities at least as far back as 2003, when the
Chicago Tribune reported that the Turkish-American is
planning to open a new cultural center in Mount
Prospect, Illinois.

“Niagara Educational Services, founded by Turk-
ish-Americans in 1997 as a tutoring center, operates a
kindergarten to 8th-grade Science Academy of
Chicago, said Kevin Oksuz, who would serve as direc-
tor of the new cultural center.

The organization's programs and outreach are
cross-cultural, which would be reflected at the Mt.
Prospect center. Programs would be developed based
on "the needs, expectations and demands" of its mem-
bers, and membership would be open to people of all
religious and ethnic backgrounds, Oksuz said,” ac-
cording to Chicago Tribune.

As intriguing and controversial as Kemal Oksuz’s
past may seem, the fact that he – a top pro-Azerbaijani
lobbyist with extensive ties - ended up being arrested in
Yerevan is more bizarre, not mentioning that he was
operating a business here since 2017. Moreover, his of-
fice was located in downtown Yerevan. Although the
phone number listed in his company was unavailable,
the business center, Elite Plaza, confirmed to ARMEN-
PRESS that Kemal Oksuz’s The Sena Group, an event
management and travel company, is registered in their
premises.

It is unclear if Kemal Oksuz sought any hidden
agenda.

Security services are yet to release a follow-up state-
ment over the issue following the initial press release
about the arrest.

The Facebook account of Oksuz’s Yerevan company,
The Sena Group, appears to have been quite active in
promoting their services.

As reported earlier, the document of registration of
The Sena Group by Armenia’s state registry lists the
date of foundation as 2017. But it is unclear when
Oksuz had arrived to Armenia and whether or not he
has traveled to the country in the past also.

Oksuz is currently under arrest pending further
proceedings over the extradition to the United States.

On September 3, the Prosecutor General’s office told AR-
MENPRESS that Kevin (Kemal) Oksuz has been remanded
into custody as requested by the prosecution

By Stepan Kocharyan
and Araks Kasyan

Armenpress

Kemal Oksuz case, part 2:
Top level anti-Armenian Gulenist lobbyist tied to infamous Azerbaijani Laundromat case
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“A Rescuer, an Enigma,
and a Génocidaire: Cemal
Pasha” will be the topic of
Dr. Ümit Kurts’s presenta-
tion at 7:30PM on Friday,
September 21, 2018, in the
University Business Cen-
ter, Alice Peters Audito-
rium, Room 191 on the
Fresno State campus. The
presentation is part of the
Fall Lecture Series of the
Armenian Studies Program. A welcoming
hors d’oeuvres reception will be held from
6:30-7:30PM immediately preceding the
lecture in the University Business Center
Gallery.

Dr. Kurt was appointed the 15th Henry
S. Khanzadian Kazan Visiting Professor in
Armenian Studies for the Fall 2018 semes-
ter. 

Known for his rigid policies towards
Arab nationalists and Zionists during his
posting in Greater Syria, Cemal Pasha and
his role in the Armenian Genocide has al-
ways remained an issue of contention.
There are important accounts of Cemal’s
activity, particularly during the First World
War, which have found him to have had no
active role in the deportation and extermi-
nation of Armenians – here differing from
the other two pillars of the CUP, Enver and
Talaat. 

On the contrary, they argue that he ex-
tended a helping hand to Armenians in so
far as his authority and power would allow,
and that he even faced off against members
of the central government in Istanbul and
the CUP head office to do so. This lecture
will question that argument, examining the
politics of Cemal Pasha during the war,

while concentrating on his
approach to the Armenian
matter. Dr. Kurt will also
explore Cemal’s own re-
sponsibility for the Geno-
cide, in so far context and
contingencies played a role
in this crime.

Dr. Ümit Kurt received
his Ph.D. from the Depart-
ment of History at Clark
University in 2016. He re-

ceived his M.A. degree in European Studies
from Sabancı University in 2008 and un-
dergraduate degree in Political Science
from Middle East Technical University in
2006. He taught in the Faculty of Arts and
Science in Sabancı University, from 2012 to
2014.

He is currently working as a Polonsky
Fellow at the Van Leer Jerusalem Institute. 

Dr. Kurt is the author of The Great,
Hopeless Turkish Race: Fundamentals of
Turkish Nationalism in the Turkish Home-
land, 1911-1916 (Istanbul: letiim Publish-
ing House, 2012) and the author, with Taner
Akçam, of The Spirit of the Laws: The Plun-
der of Wealth in the Armenian Genocide
(New York and Oxford: Berghahn Books,
2015).

The lecture is free and open to the pub-
lic. Free parking is available in Fresno State
Lots P6 and P5, near the University Busi-
ness Center, Fresno State. Parking permits
are not required for Friday lectures.

For more information about the lecture
please contact the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram at 278-2669, visit our website at
www.fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies or
visit our Facebook page at @Armeni-
anStudiesFresnoState.

Armenian Studies Program, California State University, Fresno
Dr. Ümit Kurt To Give Three Public Lectures under
the General Title of  “Actors, Actions, and Ideas in

Mass Violence at the Ottoman Periphery”
First Talk is September 21, 2018 at Fresno StateDuring the last 12 years

the Amulsar project has
been diligently conducting
Environmental studies and
associated mitigation meas-
ures to ensure compliance
with both Armenian regula-
tory requirements and in-
ternational best practices.
Over this period of time the
Company invested, in good
faith, approximately half a
billion dollars and is poised
to complete that investment and provide
long term benefits to stakeholders includ-
ing in particular to local communities and
Armenia as a whole.

Over the last three months, Lydian has
been illegally prevented from continuing
its construction work, expecting the Gov-
ernment to apply basic rule of law.  The
failure of the government to follow the
rule of law has caused both serious finan-
cial and moral losses, which continue and
are escalating as a result of the Govern-
ment’s conduct.

Since July 6, the Government initiated
inspections at Amulsar. The Company has
always been transparent and prepared for
any inspection. Prior to the inspections,
we notified the Government representa-
tives that the Head of the Inspection Body,
Artur Grigoryan, an activist, has consis-
tently expressed biased, unsubstantiated
negative opinions against the Amulsar
project clearly evidencing a serious con-
flict of interest as Head of the Inspection
Body. Taking this into consideration, we
believe that he could not lead the Audit in
a fair, objective and professional manner.
Resolution published by the Inspection

Body and following public statements
made by Artur Grigoryan are aimed at
cancelling the largest foreign investment
project without any legal or scientific
basis, and with amateurish reasoning.
While the inspection group was not able
to identify any serious issues that could
be a reason for public concern, Artur Grig-
oryan has issued unreasonable and un-
lawful conclusions, disregarding any
consideration for the seriousness of his
mission and consequences of such irre-
sponsible behavior.

This onerous situation that started
more than three months ago has serious
consequences harming thousands of Ar-
menians and their families in respect of
the Lydian situation directly and strikes
an irreparable blow on the investment
reputation and the economy of the coun-
try. 

The Company calls Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan to take urgent steps to-
wards elimination of the ongoing illegal-
ity around the Amulsar Project and stop
illegal actions against this international
Company by government agencies.



Lydian Armenia is concerned that government
agencies through a continuing pattern of illegal

and damaging actions are targeting the
Amulsar Project

SACRAMENTO, CA - Today, the California State As-
sembly adopted AB 1597, the Divestment from Turkish
Bonds Act, sending the bill to the Governor's desk. The
State Assembly action follows passage of the legislation
by the California State Senate on August 29 by a vote of
36-0 with 4 abstentions, reported the Armenian Assem-
bly of America (Assembly). 

"I am humbled and grateful for my colleagues in the
Legislature for joining with me to fight for justice for the
1.5 million Armenian souls who perished in the (Ar-
menian) Genocide," stated California State Assembly-
member Adrin Nazarian (D-46), the author of the bill.

"The Armenian Assembly salutes California State As-
semblymember Nazarian for his foresight in introduc-
ing this pivotal piece of legislation, and for his
leadership throughout the past two years in shepherd-
ing the bill in both legislative chambers. We also thank
California State Senators and AB 1597 co-authors, Scott
Wilk (R-21) and Anthony Portantino (D-25), for their ad-
vocacy of this bill throughout the Senate committee

process and on the State Senate floor," stated Armenian
Assembly Western Region Director Mihran Toumajan.

Armenian Assembly Western Region Director
Mihran Toumajan and Armenian Assembly activists
from California's Central Valley, Deacon Daniel Ayden-
ian and Helvina Grikoryan, were in the State Capitol on
August 27 to educate State Senators on the economic
and moral merits of the bill, prior to this week's Senate
floor vote. The Armenian Assembly delegation was
pleased to hold a meeting with CA State Senate Minor-
ity Leader, Patricia Bates (R-36), a long-time friend of Ar-
menian Americans in California's Orange County, on the
significance of bipartisan support for AB 1597. In June
2018, Toumajan delivered testimony in favor of AB 1597
during a hearing before Members of the California State
Senate Standing Committee on Public Employment and
Retirement (CalPERS), prior to that committee's favor-
able 4-0 vote.

Authored by Assemblymember Nazarian, AB 1597
requires the California Public Employee Retirement Sys-
tem (CalPERS) and California State Teachers' Retirement
System (CalSTRS) to liquidate all investments issued,
owned, controlled, or managed by the government of
Turkey, and, as amended by the State Senate, "upon pas-
sage of a federal law imposing sanctions on Turkey for
failure to acknowledge the Armenian Genocide." Ac-
cording to current data, CalPERS has investment hold-
ings in bonds directly issued by the Republic of Turkey
in excess of $700 million, while CalSTRS has similar
holdings in Turkish government-issued bonds amount-
ing to approximately $70 million. 

Earlier this month, while referring to the impact of
the potential bicameral passage of AB 1597, Assembly-
member Nazarian stated: "California is sending a clear
message to Turkey to stop their deceitful campaign of

genocide denial."
The Armenian Assembly has consistently supported

divestment legislation and recalls its swift approval by
the State Assembly's Public Employees, Retirement, and
Social Security Committee in April 2017, as well as its
overwhelming approval (67-0) on the floor of the Cali-
fornia State Assembly in June 2017.

If signed by Governor Jerry Brown, the bill will con-
tinue California's storied history of divesting from coun-
tries that violate human rights. Garnering the gratitude
of civil rights champion Nelson Mandela, then-Gover-
nor George Deukmejian spearheaded the California
State Legislature's successful efforts in divesting from
South Africa for the latter's horrific apartheid policy,
while also inspiring the Regents of the University of Cal-
ifornia to follow suit. Subsequent efforts at divestment
by the California State Legislature include divesting
from Sudan for committing genocide in Darfur, as well
as divesting from Iran for committing human rights vi-
olations and for its state sponsorship of international ter-
rorism.

TURKISH DIVESTMENT BILL ADOPTED BY CALIFORNIA STATE LEGISLATURE

Armenian Assembly Western Region Director Mihran
Toumajan, Armenian Assembly activist Helvina Grikoryan,

CA State Assemblymember and AB 1597 author Adrin
Nazarian (D-46), and Armenian Assembly activist Deacon

Daniel Aydenian

Armenian Assembly activist Deacon Daniel Aydenian, CA
State Senator Anthony Portantino (D-25), Armenian As-

sembly activist Helvina Grikoryan, and Armenian Assembly
Western Region Director Mihran Toumajan
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