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Address by His Excellency
Mr. Armen Baibourtian,

Consul General of the Republic of Armenia 
Dear compatriots, beloved and es-

teemed Armenian Californians,
I would like to congratulate you

wholeheartedly on the occasion of the In-
dependence Day of the Republic of Ar-
menia. On this very sacred day, I
congratulate every Armenian family that
lives in California, each Armenian indi-
vidually, along with those Americans who
have contributed to our homeland. 

I am very proud of you, profoundly
realizing that you are torchbearers of the
nation, constantly carrying in your hearts
and minds the spirit of our sacred coun-
try. When on September 21, 1991 the Ar-
menian people adamantly demonstrated
their collective will-power and, as a con-
tinuation of our independent statehood
founded in 1918, determined to create a
sovereign modern national state on a solid lawful ground, each of you brought
your direct participation in fulfillment of our national aspirations. I’m speaking
not only about those who expressed their will in Armenia through a decisive vote
on this glorious day of September 21, but also those who cherished that dream
though generations and away from the homeland, in California. In their hearts
and minds, they took a direct part in making that historic decision and in start-
ing the state-building process.  Geography and distance failed to separate us. 

Our nation is incredibly proud of its progeny, who since independence have
contributed to the establishing of Armenian statehood in a very practical manner.
This is the day, when along with celebrating, we must pay a tribute of respect to
all men and women, who did not spare any effort and fervor to turn this sacred
goal into a reality. 

27 years after declaring independence, our homeland reborn today projects a
future of hope and light for each and every of us. Together, we need to pave the
way towards our cherished future, towards new homeland and welfare society,
based upon the values of democracy and security. Our brilliant youth with its
high value system, our entire nation proved that it deserves a brighter future and
will live up to it. I am not only calling upon you now to contribute with a new
vigor to the development of our venerable Armenia. I rather urge you to share the
responsibility for transformation and development of our homeland proudly
called Armenia resting upon all those foundation stones that you dreamed about.

Along with my multidimensional diplomatic functions in the Western United
States, I came to Los Angeles again as the new Consul General of the Republic of
Armenia to serve you, the Armenian Californians and our compatriots in the West
Coast, in the best interests of our homeland with a mission to build new bridges
between California and Armenia. 

Long live Independence of Armenia! Long live Armenia! Long live Armenian
Californians, and Armenian people at large! 

!"#$%&'()*+Karabakh President Bako
Sahakyan together with Armenian PM
Nikol Pashinyan visited the northern sec-
tion of the border and familiarized with
the service of the soldiers and the situa-
tion, the press service of the Artsakh
President’s Office reported.

The leaders of the two Armenian Re-
publics were accompanied by Defense
Minister of Armenia Davit Tonoyan,
Chief of the General Staff of the Armed
Forces of Armenia Artak Davtyan, De-
fense Minister of Artsakh Levon Mnat-
sakanyan and other officials.

Armenian Armed Forces and Defense
Army confidently keep control of front
line situation

Pashinyan said during his Facebook
live broadcast that important discussions
took place over the situation on the front
line.

“Although the situation on the front
line is quite tense, we can still assess it as

stable and controllable. Anyway, the Ar-
menian Armed Forces and the Defense
Army confidently keep control of the sit-
uation. And we discussed with the Pres-
ident of Artsakh and the representatives
of the Armed Forces the current situation
over Karabakh, our positions and also
there were discussions over the political-
military situation”, Pashinyan said.

According to the PM, during the dis-
cussion they recorded that the armed
forces of the Armenian side confidently
keep control of the situation and appro-
priately retaliate to any Azerbaijani
provocation. “But this does not mean we
want war or we push for war. Instead,
we are ready for negotiations – some-
thing that we have repeated many
times”.

The PM also added that he had
planned to participate in the rally of “My
step” block in Yerevan’s Ajapnyak dis-
trict, but he could not arrive in Yerevan
on time due to bad weather conditions.  

Karabakh President and Armenian PM visit
northern section of the border

YEREVAN. – Republic Square will be
the focal point of Friday’s events devoted
to the Independence Day anniversary of
Armenia, and these events will be un-
precedented by their extent and decen-
tralization.

Eduard Aghajanyan, Chief of Staff of
the Prime Minister of Armenia, stated
about the aforesaid at a press conference
on Tuesday. To note, the press conference
was held at Republic Square, the heart of
downtown capital city Yerevan.

“The event will be held under the slo-

gan, ‘You are independent,’” he said.
“This is a clear message, also taking into
account the track-record which the [re-
cent] velvet revolution [in the country]
had, when each and every citizen is tar-
geted and a message is sent to each and
every citizen of the Republic of Arme-
nia.”

Aghajanyan added that the Inde-
pendence Day anniversary events will be
inclusive, in all respects, and informed
that a reception by the PM is also
planned on Friday.

Armenia PM’s staff: This year’s Independence
Day anniversary events will be unprecedented

Yerevan mayoral
candidate: Yerevan
campaign is too tense

YEREVAN. – The Yerevan election cam-
paign resembles a parliamentary cam-
paign, candidate from “Yerevanis” bloc
Ararat Zurabyan said.

The problems of Yerevan are of second-
ary importance for many candidates, and
the campaign is rather tense due to political
situation.

“I hope that the candidates will ‘return

to Yerevan’ and will determine what
should be done for the capital city. Lack of
debates between mayoral candidates pre-
vents voters from making their choice,” he
said.

Asked who exactly of the candidates
creates tense situation, he said this is not
that important, and the main problem is
that tension “prevents Yerevan residents
from deciding who of the candidates is
worthy to take the seat of a mayor”.

According to Zurabyan, Yerevan has
lost the independence as self-governing
body and in fact is an appendix of the gov-
ernment and the leadership.

Pope Francis sends letter to
Armenian Mekhitarist Congregation

Pope Francis on Sunday praised the Ar-
menian Mekhitarist Congregation for their
tradition of theological humanism and
prophetic ecumenical openness and urged
them to continue to provide precious wit-
ness.

In a letter addressed to Archbishop
Boghos Levon Zekiyan, apostolic adminis-
trator of the Armenian Mekhitarist Con-
gregation, the Pope said the congregation
“is called to preserve and deepen its
charism for the good of all Armenian peo-
ple”, Vatican News reported.

A letter from Pope Francis was read at the conclusion of celebrations marking 300
years from the foundation of the Armenian Mekhitarist Congregation in its Monastery
in Venice.

He said that together with the Mekhitarist Monastery of Vienna, the island of San
Lazzaro where the Congregation is based, has become its beating heart.

“Despite a general reduction in numbers, each monk is called, there and every-
where, to keep his horizons open and wide and the bond of communion strong” he
said.

“Your vocation, he said in conclusion to the monks, cannot be realized without
real communion with your brother monks and without a total and joyful respect for
your vows of poverty, chastity and obedience” which are an evangelical source of true
renewal and strength in the face of the trials we face today.
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Sourje Tir
Influential Armenians:
Alexis Ohanian
By ARVIN DEMERJIAN

Last, week, I started a series on influ-
ential Armenians, beginning with William
Saroyan. This week, I have decided to
write about Alexis Ohanian--an internet
entrepreneur. Ohanian is co-founder of the
social website Reddit, and in 2012, he was
named “Mayor of The Internet” by Forbes
Magazine, he even made it onto the “30
Under 30” list.  He has also helped start
many other companies throughout his ca-
reer, including a travel search site Hip-
munk and another social site Breadpig.

I chose to write about Alexis Ohanian
this week because he is a modern Armen-
ian influencer, using technology as his
mode of influence. Like many others, I had
never heard of Alexis Ohanian until it was
known that Serena Williams and Alexis
Ohanian were a couple. After I saw this, I
became curious and decided to do some
Google research, and found some interest-
ing things.

I learned that Alexis Ohanian is the son
of an undocumented immigrant, which
has been a big topic of controversy in the
recent years, and he has been a strong ad-
vocate for immigration. Although he was
born in the United States, Ohanian trav-
elled back to Armenia in 2010 with Kiva
Microfunds, and he spent four months
working with Kiva in Armenia. On this
trip, Alexis Ohanian organized a TEDx talk
in Yerevan with others, where the focus
was to discuss how to make the world a
better place to live in. Interestingly enough,
Alexis’s father had never been to Armenia
before this trip either. I did some more re-
search and found that Ohanian’s family
originated from the Kharput region in Ar-
menia, which was affected by the Armen-
ian Genocide, which explains their
migration to the United States.

Every now and then, I’ll see one of
Alexis Ohanian’s twitter posts, and it is so
nice to see him posting and sharing about
the Armenian culture, especially since a
large portion of his followers are non-Ar-
menian. One of my favorite things he had
posted was from this past summer; it was
a picture of his daughter, Olympia, walk-
ing on an Armenian rug with designs that
were inspired by Kharput. What I love
about this post is that Alexis Ohanian
wrote that his grandmother is not there to
pass down family heirlooms, but that this
rug is a “new-old family heirloom.” Today,
there is a fear of losing our culture, espe-
cially when marrying outside Armenian
families, but this post shows the beauty of
our culture, and the strength and resilience
it has. 

Alexis Ohanian is an influential Ar-
menian in technology, culture and social
groups. He breaks boundaries, material-
izes new ideas, and shares our culture,
even though he was not born or raised in
an Armenian community. In a world where
technology is relied on so heavily in daily
lives, he uses it to educate his followers
about entrepreneurship, the Armenian cul-
ture, and even tennis. Alexis Ohanian is a
modern day Armenian influencer. 

PASADENA, CA - The newly formed
Tekeyan Cultural Association Metro Los
Angeles chapter will kick off its inaugural
event with an Evening of Comedy & Din-
ner slated for Saturday, October 27 at The
Rococo Room. 

Featuring performers from the greater
Los Angeles community, the program aims
to bring together all generations through
laughter, camaraderie and insight. Head-
liner Harout Soghomonian will convey his
signature wit and everyday observations
while openers Maro Ajemian and Narine
Avakian will perform selections from their
one woman shows.

As an artist whose ties with the Tekeyan
Cultural Association trace back genera-
tions, Soghomonian emphasizes the im-
portance of comedy for everyone,
particularly Armenians who “worry too
much about their families and their work.”
Laughter is an outlet for Soghomonian and
he draws inspiration from daily life, always
keeping an eye open to his surroundings.  

“Everyday I watch situations from a
different point of view and whenever I see
something funny or wrong, I like to ad-
dress that back to the people so they can
correct it through comedy.”

His influences include his uncle,
Vahram Papazian, a longtime actor in
Lebanon. Soghomonian followed his foot-
steps onto the stage, and remained an ac-
tive member of the theater scene in Beirut
and Los Angeles. Throughout his career, he
has always maintained his own brand and
style.

“I don't imitate other people or other
comedians,” said Soghomonian, “I always
try to create my own style.”

A member of the TCA for over 35 years,
Ajemian’s first exposure to comedy was
through her mother who always told jokes.
Over time Ajemian honed her own comedic
skills and recognized the significance of
comedy, especially for Armenians, “who
are very reserved and may not always
know how to show affection.”

“We are shy in public but should re-
member to be more open and laugh freely,”
said Ajemian, who has performed in many

Armenian plays through the AGBU Ar-
davazt Theater Company and now the
AGBU Krikor Satamian Theatre Group.

Fellow stage actress Narine Avakian,
who has also worked alongside Krikor Sa-
tamian, remarked on the ability of comedi-
ans to comprehend people and situations,
allowing them to connect with their audi-
ence members. She, too, finds inspiration
from her surroundings, including “some-
thing as vague as observing a crowd, or a
sharp underlying thought that crosses my
mind when I am in the midst of plucking
my unibrow.”

Tying the need for laughter with the
transgenerational effects of the Armenian
Genocide on mental health, Avakian said
it’s the “civic duty of comedians to help
combat such predicaments by the daily in-
troduction of humor, tchikeufteh, oghi and
tabbouleh if you’re vegan enough.” 

The Evening of Comedy will be the first
of many cultural and educational events
sponsored by the TCA in an effort to pre-
serve the Armenian community in the Di-
aspora and champion historic moral and
cultural values.

“I'm really happy that we have a new
chapter of the Tekeyan Cultural Association

in Los Angeles with a fresh new energy,”
said TCA committee member Arno Yeretz-
ian. “Tekeyan has always been a home
away from home and I look forward to con-
tinuing its tradition of fostering a cozy en-
vironment for people from all over to come
together and experience our rich Armenian
culture and heritage.”

The TCA Metro Los Angeles Chapter’s
Evening of Comedy will take place on Sat-
urday, October 27, 2018 at The Rococo
Room, located at  70 W. Union St.,
Pasadena, CA 91103. Cocktails start at 7:30
pm, dinner at 8:00 pm and program at 8:30
pm. Tickets for the dinner and comedy
show are $60 per person. Checks can be
made payable to Tekeyan Cultural Associ-
ation. For reservations please contact Shah-
nour Hovsepian at 818.730.1100 or
info@TekeyanLA.org. To stay up to date on
the new TCA Metro Los Angeles chapter
programming, meetings and cultural
events, visit www.tekeyanla.org, email
info@tekeyanla.org or follow on social
media on Facebook at facebook.com/
TekeyanLA, Instagram @TekeyanLA and
Twitter @TekeyanLA.

TALEEN BABAYAN

An Enenging of Comedey
Featuring Harout Soghomonian

Turkey provides
details on fire on
slopes of Mount
Ararat

The fire, which had broken out on
the slopes of Mount Ararat—in
today’s Turkey, has started to quickly
spread again.

Anadolu news agency has man-
aged to ascertain certain respective
details from the relevant authorities.
The fire, which had started several
days ago and because of yet unknown
reasons, was contained two days ago;
but it had destroyed 200 hectares of
land.

Due to strong winds, however, the
fire intensified on Monday and went
out of control yet again.  Since the fire
zone is at a difficult terrain, the gen-
darmerie is using drones in an at-
tempt to prevent the further spread of
the fire.

The fire on the slopes of Mount
Ararat in Turkey’s Idır Province is
also visible from Yerevan, the capital
city of Armenia.

www.armenianamericanmuseum.org

Calling All Volunteers!

We are looking for volunteers to join the Museum
team!

Over the coming weeks, we will be hosting a wide
range of events and activities with many exciting vol-
unteer opportunities. We invite you to join our volun-

teer program and get involved with the landmark
community project.

Sign up to become a volunteer today!
www.armenianamericanmuseum.org
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Mwatana
Mwatana Organization for Human

Rights, conducts independent, impartial
documentation work and prepares re-
ports in its courageous struggle against
human rights violations in Yemen, in a
time when cities of this country are being
bombed and thousands of civilians are
losing their lives in civil war. On behalf of
the organization, Radya el-Mutavakel re-
ceived the award from the jury members
Albie Sachs and Rakel Dink. In her
speech, el-Mutavakel said ‘We choose
Human Rights to be our road toward ac-
countability, justice and peace. Docu-
menting violations, providing legal
assistance, and doing lots of advocacy
seems like digging the wall in a middle of
a horrible war. However, we feel that our
honest work can shake the wall of war
and one day it will collapse. Peace will
come one day and Mwatana will keep
working for a society where justice and
full access to rights is guaranteed to
everyone.’

Murat Çelikkan
For years, Çelikkan has striven to cre-

ate peaceful, democratic and pluralistic
solutions to several ongoing heated issues
in Turkey. Aware of the many different
risks, he nonetheless speaks out in the de-
fense of human rights. He fights for the
establishment of freedom of expression
and association, the exposure of human
rights violations and torture, and recogni-
tion of the rights of those who were ‘dis-
appeared.’ Contributing to the
strengthening of collective memory, and
raising awareness in this area through his
writings on coming to terms with the past
and dialogue, Çelikkan received his
award from jury member Ercan Kesal and
2017 International Hrant Dink Award lau-
reate Eren Keskin. In his speech, Çelikkan
said “It is the struggle for human rights
that will light the torch of hope against
hopelessness, not only in Turkey but in

the entire world. ‘There is a crack in
everything; that’s how the light gets in.’
In the name of hope, I accept this award."

***
On the occasion of the decennial of the

International Hrant Dink Award, human
right activist and Harvard University fac-
ulty member Douglas A. Johnson gave a
speech focusing on envisioning the future
of human rights, as well as new ap-
proaches in the field. Co-founder of the
International Nestlè Boycott Committee,
Johnson is also among the founders of
New Tactics, an organisation that sup-
ports human right defenders.

The award ceremony featured the mu-
sical performances of Vomank, Collectif
Medz Bazar and Sahakyan Children’s
Chorus.

The 2018 Award jury is comprised of
Eren Keskin, Ai Weiwei, Albie Sachs, Aye
Kadıolu, Ercan Kesal, Özlem Dalkıran,
Ronald Grigor Suny, Sarkis, Serj Tankian,
Zainab Salbi and Rakel Dink.

The International Hrant Dink Award
was previously presented to a tribal chief
who works for children’s human rights
and education rights Theresa Kachin-
damoto, a civil society organisation that
works for human rights and rule of law
Diyarbakır Bar Association in 2016;
women’s rights activist from Saudi Ara-
bia Samar Badawi and LGBT association
KAOS GL in 2015; to forensic medicine
specialist and human rights defender eb-
nem Korur Fincancı and activist Angie
Zelter in 2014; to human rights defender
Nataa Kandi and Saturday Mothers /
People in 2013; to writer smail Beikçi
and human rights organisation Interna-
tional “Memorial” Society Russia in 2012;
to journalist-writer Ahmet Altan and jour-
nalist, human rights defender Lydia
Cacho in 2011; the Conscientious Objec-
tion Movement of Turkey and prosecutor
Baltasar Garzón in 2010; to the journalist-
writer Alper Görmü and journalist-
writer Amira Hass in 2009.

On the occasion of the decennial of
the award, International Hrant Dink
Award laureates came together at the in-
ternational conference titled ‘Looking
into the Past, Envisioning the Future’
that addressed the issues of human
rights, justice and freedoms. The confer-
ence took place in Istanbul at Lütfi Kır-
dar International Convention and
Exhibition Center on September 14th,
Friday.

Following Hrant Dink Foundation
Board Member Sibel Asna’s welcome
speech emphasizing the importance of
solidarity for human rights struggle,
Kathryn Sikkink, faculty member at Har-
vard University, and renowned human
rights specialist, delivered the keynote
speech. Sikkink underlined that human
rights and treaties have always been
earned through struggles and that we
need a new coalition of actors and new
international allies to sustain and de-
velop the struggle, even if hope for the
current situation of the world is weak.

In the first session titled ‘Seeking Jus-
tice Against All Odds’ moderated by the
Executive Director of Human Rights
Watch and member of the 2014-2015
Hrant Dink Award Jury Kenneth Roth,
2012 laureate smail Beikçi and 2014 lau-
reate ebnem Korur Fincancı delivered
speeches. Emphasizing that the official
ideology is the main determinant ele-
ment of the Turkish politics, Beikçi high-
lighted that science is the basic
foundation of his struggle. Fincancı un-
derlined the importance of continuing
struggle for justice and considering im-
punity, torture and violations as parts of
a whole.

Bekir Aırdır, Board Member of the
Hrant Dink Foundation, chaired the sec-
ond session titled ‘The Role of Journal-
ism and Information in a Polarized
World’. The session started with the let-
ter from 2011 laureate Ahmet Altan,
which he sent from Silivri Prison. Altan
emphasized that the number as well as
the impact of the intellectuals are de-
creasing in the face of growing national-
ism; and there is an urgent need for an
intellectual opposition which can be an
antidote to the current situation. 2009
laureates Alper Görmü and Amira Hass
were also panelists in the session. 

In the third session titled ‘Collective
Memory, Truth Seeking and Persever-
ance’, 2018-2019 jury member Ercan
Kesal hosted 2012 laureate International

‘Memorial’ Society, 2013 laureate Satur-
day Mothers / People, and 2018-2019
jury member Albie Sachs. kbal Eren,
who spoke on behalf of the Saturday
Mothers / People, stressed that coming
to terms with the past forms the basis of
a solid future. As their ‘disappeared’ rel-
atives do not have a grave they can visit,
Eren emphasized the symbolic and per-
sonal importance of visiting Galatasaray
Square every week, with the hope that
similar incidents will not take place
again. Representing ‘Memorial’ Society,
a collective that works on the issues of
human rights, education, and history in
the Soviet republics and Russia, Boris Be-
lenkin detailed how the Russian state
had intervened in the construction of col-
lective memory and established absolute
polarisation among the society. 

In the fourth session ‘Defending
Human Rights, Freedom, and Equality’
moderated by Ali Bayramolu, Chair of
the Award Committee between 2009 and
2015, the panellists were 2010 laureate
Conscientious Objection Movement in
Turkey, 2015 laureate KAOS GL, 2016
laureate Theresa Kachindamoto and 2017
laureate Eren Keskin. Representing the
Conscientious Objection Movement in
Turkey, Davut Erkan underlined that
conscientious objection is not only a legal
term, but a movement to create a stand
against militarism. Ali Erol from KAOS
GL mentioned that they have started
their struggle 25 years ago, with a de-
mand for equal citizenship. Erol stated
that LGBTI+ individuals still face many
problems concerning their access to
healthcare and a safe shelter. Kachin-
damoto, a Malawi tribal chief, talked
about her struggle against child mar-
riages and for education rights. Referring
to the tension between human rights and
local traditions, she detailed how she re-
voked the marriage of more than three
thousands girls through establishing di-
alogue with the local chiefs and signing
legal contracts. Lawyer and activist Ke-
skin stressed the importance of continu-
ously questioning the values we defend
during our fight, and stated that she sees
human rights as the most emancipatory
form of struggle.

The conference emphasized the sig-
nificance of the role of the NGOs in es-
tablishing solidarity for the future of
human rights, despite the rising nation-
alism and on-going human rights viola-
tions.

THE CONFERENCE ORGANISED ON THE
OCCASION OF THE DECENNIAL OF THE
INTERNATIONAL HRANT DINK AWARD

BROUGHT TOGETHER THE FORMER
LAUREATES

The 2018 International Hrant Dink Award
goes to Murat Çelikkan from Turkey

and Mwatana Organization
for Human Rights from Yemen
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Abril Bookstore to
host an evening of
Greek Rebetiko Music

Glendale, CA – Abril Bookstore's
Music Nights presents, REBETIKA OF
THE TEKE, an evening of authentic
Greek music performed by the GREEK
REBETIKO TRIO on Saturday, Septem-
ber 29, 2018 at 7:30pm at ABRIL BOOK-
STORE - 415 E. Broadway, Glendale, CA.
Discounted advance tickets now avail-
able at www.itsmyseat.com/abrilbooks
or at Abril Bookstore. For more informa-
tion, call (818) 243-4112.

REBETIKA OF THE TEKE will be an
evening of Greek Rebetika music (often
referred to as “The Greek Blues”) focus-
ing on music born in Pireaus, Thessa-
loniki, Volos and other harbor cities
during the 1920-50s in underground

tekedes, hashish dens frequented by
Greeks. Through bouzouki, baglama,
guitar and song, performers Dimitris
Mann, Taso Comanescu and Alexis
Cohen will introduce the origins and his-
tory of Rebetika and bring this soulful
music and genre of Greek urban folk
music back to life.

The GREEK REBETIKO TRIO per-
forms authentic folk music in the idioms
of "Rebetiko" and “Laiko", ranging from
the 1920's to today. Their goal is to intro-
duce audiences to the origins and rich
cultural heritage of Greek music as well
as bring people together through our
performances. The band was formed in
Boston by Dimitris Mann and Panos
Tsigkos and is currently based in Los An-
geles.

Presented by Abril Bookstore.
CONTACT: Arno Yeretzian at Abril

Bookstore (818) 243-4112, noor@abril-
books.com

Glendale, CA – Armenian/English au-
thor from Cyprus, VICTORIA HARWOOD
BUTLER-SLOSS will present her newly re-
leased book, THE SEAMSTRESS OF
OURFA on THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 27,
2018 at 7:30pm at ABRIL BOOKSTORE -
415 E. Broadway, Glendale, CA.  Admission
is free.

THE SEAMSTRESS OF OURFA is set in
1895, Ourfa, a thriving, cosmopolitan city
in the Ottoman Empire. Khatoun Khouri, a
girl of thirteen, meets her future husband,
Iskender Agha Boghos. Twice her age, a
poet, philosopher and dreamer, he adores
her but cannot express it in words. Around
them, the Ottoman Empire is crumbling,
the world heading towards war and the Ar-
menian minority subjected to increasing re-
pression, culminating in the genocide of
1915. As Iskender retreats into his books
and alcohol, losing land, money and busi-
ness, Khatoun holds their family together
by sewing for the wives of the men who
persecute them; her creations inciting love,
lust and fertility. The family joins the re-
sistance and evades the death marches to
the Syrian Desert only to lose everything
when exiled by Mustafa Kemal and the
birth of the Turkish Republic in 1923. What
follows is a tale of love, loss and redemp-
tion in the diaspora told by four genera-
tions of women, each becoming the
guardian angel of the next.

VICTORIA HARWOOD BUTLER-
SLOSS is part Armenian, part English and
grew up on the island of Cyprus. She began
her career as a dancer at the world famous
Raymond Revuebar, trained at the Royal
Academy of Dramatic Art and spent
twenty years as an actress in TV, film and
theatre in London.

After getting married she moved to Los
Angeles, started a family, continued to
work in voiceovers and wrote her first
opus, a trilogy beginning in the Ottoman
Empire in 1895, following four generations
of women until the present day.

Presented by Abril Bookstore.
CONTACT: Arno Yeretzian at Abril Book-

store (818) 243-4112, noor@abrilbooks.com

Seamstress of Ourfa author to appear at Abril
Bookstore

On Thursday, August 9, 2018, the sec-
ond cohort of interns of the AGBU Los An-
geles Media Internship Program (LAMIP)
gathered one final time at the AGBU Vatche
and Tamar Manoukian Center in Pasadena.
The summer internship program con-
cluded after eight successful weeks of in-
ternships, workshops, and activities.
Western District board members and su-
pervisors from the host companies were in
attendance as well.

The diverse group of interns repre-
sented schools like UPENN, UC Berkeley,
and USC among others. Each intern was
matched according to their major and pro-
fessional goals to a company in the greater
Los Angeles area. The 2018 host companies
included Aris, Dogbone Design Studios,
IMN Creative, Marbled LA, and Sync Yoga
+ Cycle.

The evening started with an introduc-
tion from Suzanna Sargsyan, the program
coordinator, who thanked all of the partic-
ipating interns and companies and invited
AGBU Western District board member,
Shahan Yacoubian to the podium. Ya-
coubian explained the District’s desire to
create opportunities in the popular and
competitive entertainment and media in-
dustries, which became the foundation for
the launch of this program in 2017. After
Yacoubian, AGBU LAMIP Alumnus,
Nazan Titizian, spoke about her experience
in the program last year. Titizian was

matched with KMR Talent and was fortu-
nate enough to land a job after the comple-
tion of her internship. “I had a lot of
personal and professional growth there. I
would have never received such an incred-
ible job opportunity like the one I have if it
wasn’t for this internship program. Having
this job became a gateway for me to pursue
other jobs in the entertainment industry, it
has instilled confidence in me and taught
me how to manage a successful work life
simultaneously with a school life,” she re-
called as she discussed her experience at
the talent agency. Titizian is now transfer-
ring to USC’s Annenberg School of Com-
munication and Journalism as a Public
Relations major.

Following the speeches, Sargsyan intro-
duced all of the interns and presented each
intern with a certificate of completion. The
evening concluded with the opportunity to
network with the board members, host
companies, and other interns who were in
attendance.

A couple of the interns were fortunate
enough to be offered continuing intern-
ships after the conclusion of the program.
The program will continue into its third
summer next year. 2019 applications for the
program will launch in the winter. For
more information, you may contact
Suzanna Sargsyan at ssargsyan@agbuca.
org.



AGBU LAMIP Concludes Its 2nd Year

Los Angeles, September 14,2018 — In
what has become a cherished tradition for
the past several years, the Armenian Bone
Marrow Donor Registry (ABMDR) held a
donor-recruitment drive at Yerevan’s Vaz-
gen Sargsyan Military Institute on Septem-
ber 14. 

The event started at the institute’s au-
ditorium, where Dr. Mihran Nazaretyan,
Medical Director of ABMDR, made a pres-
entation on the work and life-saving mis-
sion of the Registry in front of a gathering
of soldiers and officers. 

“Joining ABMDR couldn’t be easier or
simpler,” Dr. Nazaretyan said in his re-
marks, “yet its rewards are incalculable, as
one day you might have the opportunity to
save someone’s life. Nothing compares to
the joy of being notified that you’ve been
identified as a matched donor, and that,
thanks to the bone marrow stem cells
you’re willing to donate, a patient suffering
from a blood-related, life-threatening ill-
ness will have a second chance at life. I
think, as men and women in uniform serv-
ing our country, you have a deep and
unique appreciation of such a prospect.”

Following Dr. Nazaretyan’s presenta-
tion, a large number of soldiers and officers
joined the ranks of ABMDR as potential
bone marrow stem cell donors, as a team
from ABMDR’s Yerevan Lab was on hand
to register the applicants.

“As a pan-national humanitarian or-
ganization, ABMDR has always had a spe-
cial relationship with the armed forces and
first responders of the Republic of Armenia,

and the Vazgen Sargsyan Military Institute
in particular,” said Dr. Frieda Jordan, Pres-
ident of ABMDR. “I would like to convey
our heartfelt gratitude to the leadership of
the institute for its ongoing collaboration
with our Registry — for helping us raise
public awareness of our work, engage in
community outreach, and recruit potential
donors. Finally, a big thank-you to all the
selfless, enthusiastic soldiers and officers
who just joined ABMDR as our newest an-
gels!”    

About the Armenian Bone Marrow
Donor Registry: Established in 1999,
ABMDR, a nonprofit organization, helps
Armenians and non-Armenians worldwide
survive life-threatening blood-related ill-
nesses by recruiting and matching donors
to those requiring bone marrow stem cell
transplants. To date, the Registry has re-
cruited over 29,000 donors in 29 countries
across four continents, identified 4,482 pa-
tients, and facilitated 31 bone marrow
transplants. For more information, call
(323) 663-3609 or visit abmdr.am.

Large number of enthusiastic soldiers and 
officers join the ranks of ABMDR

Armenia’s Sergei Smbatyan to conduct concert dedicated to
Yerevan’s 2800th anniversary in Rome’s Teatro dell’Opera

YEREVAN, SEPTEMBER 17, ARMENPRESS. Artistic director and conductor of the
Armenian State Symphonic Orchestra Sergey Smbatyan will conduct a concert dedi-
cated to the 2800th anniversary of Yerevan’s foundation at Rome’s Teatro dell’Opera.

The evening titled “Aram Khachaturian” will feature works of Armenian composers
Komitas, Aram Khachaturian and Edgar Hovhannisyan.

The concert is organized by the Embassy of Armenia in Italy.
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Üáñ úñ

12 Ç·ßµÃÇ« 20 ê»åï»Ù»ñ 2018
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