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Glendale, CA – The Armenian American

Museum and Cultural Center of California

will be honoring the Glendale City Council at

its Inaugural Gala on Sunday, December 9,

2018 at the Glendale Hilton. Glendale Mayor

Zareh Sinanyan and Councilmembers Ara

Najarian, Paula Devine, Vartan Gharpetian,

and Vrej Agajanian will be recognized for

dedicating premier land for the cultural and

educational center.

The Glendale City Council unanimously approved the

Armenian American Museum’s Ground Lease Agreement

in August 2018, officially marking Glendale Central Park as

the future site of the Museum. The historic decision marked

a major milestone for the landmark project, culminating

four years of collaboration and partnership between the

Museum and City of Glendale.

“The Armenian American Museum will be built in a

premier location in the heart of Southern California thanks

to the support of the City of Glendale,” stated Museum Ex-

ecutive Chairman Berdj Karapetian. “We look forward to

honoring the Glendale City Council at the Inaugural Gala

among fellow community members and supporters.”

The Gala will be the signature event of the year for the

Armenian American Museum. The inaugural event will

bring together donors, supporters, public officials, and

community leaders for a memorable evening to celebrate

and support the landmark project.

Armenian American Museum Exterior Front 2The Ar-

menian American Museum will be the first world class cul-

tural and educational center of its kind in America. The

Museum program will feature a Permanent Armenian Ex-

hibition, Traveling Multicultural Exhibitions, Performing

Arts Theater, Learning Center, Museum Archives, Café, and

Gift Shop.

Additional Gala honorees and special guests will be an-

nounced in the coming weeks.

To reserve tickets and learn more about sponsorship op-

portunities for the Inaugural Gala, visit www.Armeni-

anAmericanMuseum.org/Gala.

About the Armenian American Museum

and Cultural Center of California

The Armenian American Museum and

Cultural Center of California is a developing

project in Glendale, CA with a mission to pro-

mote understanding and appreciation of

America’s ethnic and cultural diversity by

sharing the Armenian American experience.

The Museum will serve as a cultural campus

that enriches the community, educates the

public on the Armenian American story, and empowers in-

dividuals to embrace cultural diversity and speak out

against prejudice.

The governing board of the Armenian American Mu-

seum consists of representatives from the following ten Ar-

menian American institutions and organizations: Armenian

Catholic Eparchy, Armenian Cultural Foundation, Armen-

ian Evangelical Union of North America, Armenian Gen-

eral Benevolent Union Western District, Armenian

Missionary Association of America, Armenian Relief Soci-

ety Western USA, Nor Or Charitable Foundation, Nor

Serount Cultural Association, Western Diocese of the Ar-

menian Church of North America, and Western Prelacy of

the Armenian Apostolic Church.



Armenian American Museum to Honor Glendale City Council at Inaugural Gala

Pashinyan’s resignation address: The moment is actually emotional
YEREVAN.- Although this resignation

carries a formal nature, the moment is actually
emotional, because with this we recap yet an-
other phase of our revolution and we enter an
entirely new time period, Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan addressed the nation
on Tuesday night live on television and an-
nounced he is stepping down.

“Dear countrymen, dear people,

Proud citizens of the Republic of Arme-

nia,

As I said before, I am resigning today as

Prime Minister of Armenia

The goal of this resignation, however, is

not to distance myself from the office of

Prime Minister, meaning is not to escape

from the responsibility that I have assumed

before you, on the contrary  - to bring the

non violent, velvet, people’s revolution that

we together carried out to an end, through

holding early elections of parliament and

returning the entire power to the people.

The roadmap for achieving early elec-

tions of parliament is the following: after

my resignation the President of the Repub-

lic immediately accepts the resignation of

the government, the National Assembly

doesn’t elect a prime minister twice during

the upcoming 14 days, which results in the

National Assembly being dissolved and the

President of the Republic calls early elec-

tions of parliament.

During this entire period of time Cabi-

net members will continue carrying out

their duties, I will continue fulfilling the

Constitutional powers of Prime Minister of

the Republic of Armenia, that is to say I will

continue being the guarantor of the peo-

ple’s victory and if you give a vote of con-

fidence to our political force in the

upcoming elections in December, I will be

re-elected as Prime Minister.

Certainly, many have fears and voice a

question: what if parliamentary forces

nominate another candidate for prime min-

ister, are we indeed ready for this kind of a

scenario?

I don’t even want to say, that the Octo-

ber 2 events showed that we are more than

ready for any scenario, because not a single

force can stand before the will and desire of

the people.

But now I don’t even want to discuss

any such scenario, because as much con-

tradictions and harsh debates we were to

have with a number of parliamentary

forces, I can’t think that they have a goal

and intention to act against the people and

Armenia’s national security.

Parliamentary forces showed that re-

gardless of all contradictions and misinter-

pretations, our state, its stability and

security, are a red line for them, and I be-

lieve that they will never cross this line. Es-

pecially that both the HHK [Republican],

the Tsarukyan bloc and ARF factions have

publicly stated that they aren’t planning to

nominate a candidate for prime minister or

elect a prime minister.

I would also like to tell the representa-

tives of the former National Assembly ma-

jority that indeed we have criticized and we

criticize you, but this doesn’t mean that we

are seeking enemies in Armenia, or that we

should seek.

I’ve said during my entire political ac-

tivity, and I would like to repeat now also:

I didn’t have, I don’t have, and I won’t have

enemies in Armenia and among Armeni-

ans.

And I would like to wish good luck to

all political forces in the early elections of

parliament and to affirm that our govern-

ment will guarantee the free expression of

will of the people in the elections.

Dear countrymen,

Although this resignation carries a for-

mal nature, the moment is actually emo-

tional, because with this we recap yet

another phase of our revolution and we

enter an entirely new time period.

And now, addressing the past five

months of my Premiership, I would like to

thank you for your unlimited support and

trust. I would also like to apologize to all

those whom I have disappointed with

something, whose just and lawful hopes I

did not justify, whose excitement I have

somehow shadowed.

But, dear countrymen, I want you to

know definitely and undoubtedly: all your

pains are in my heart, all your needs are in

my thoughts, all your dreams are in my

soul and give me wings and strength to

stand before you and to confidently say –

everything will be all right, everything will

be very good.

Prepare yourselves for new victories

and prepare for building a new and pow-

erful, free and happy Armenia.

I love you all, I am proud of you all, I

bow before you all, I kiss you all.

And so,

Long live Liberty,

Long live the Republic of Armenia,

Long live our children, who live and

will confidently live in the free and happy

Armenia,” the PM said in his resignation

address.



Kocharyan: Snap 
elections will lead to
establishment of a
political monopoly

Former Armenian President Robert

Kocharyan believes that holding of the

early parliamentary elections in the coun-

try may lead to the establishment of a po-

litical monopoly.

“In tactical terms, this is a clear line of

behavior in order to achieve success now,

at the peak of popularity. In strategic terms,

I see problems, that is, as a politician you

win, but as a statesman, you still need to

think about whether it was worth doing it

now, ”Kocharyan said in an interview with

RIA Novosti.

He also questioned whether a worthy

parliament will be elected under the condi-

tions of euphoria.

According to the ex-president, this “will

be a one-sided parliament, a new political

monopoly.”

Border crosser ID’d as
ethnic Kurd felon

YEREVAN, OCTOBER 17, ARMEN-

PRESS. The border patrol service of the

Russian Federal Security Service stationed

in Armenia has released new details from

the October 15 border crosser who was ar-

rested on the territory of Armenia after il-

legally crossing the border from Turkey.

The border patrol department of the

Russian Federal Security Service said that

according to preliminary information the

man is an ethnic Kurd. He crossed the bor-

der into Armenia in order to hide from

Turkish law enforcement agencies for ‘seri-

ous crimes’ he committed in Turkey, the

border patrol service said in a statement.

The man is currently under arrest.
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In the light of this year's Francopho-

nie Summit held in Yerevan, AGBU Mon-

treal and AGBU France have launched

new projects in an effort to support

French-speaking youth in Armenia, as

well as promote French language and

culture. Every two years, the Francopho-

nie Summit-the main decision-making

body of the International Organization of

the Francophonie (OIF)-brings together

leaders and representatives of 84 mem-

ber-states for a series of discussions. For

48 years, OIF has actively advocated

French language, linguistic diversity and

humanist values across the world. 

On October 12, the final day of the

Summit, AGBU Montreal and the

Agence universitaire de la Francophonie

(AUF), a global network of French-lan-

guage universities and research institu-

tions, signed a framework agreement

creating new educational opportunities

for Armenia's Francophone students.

Each year, four students from Armenia

accepted to Quebec's French-language

universities will get scholarships to pur-

sue their doctoral degrees. AUF will

grant the shortlisted candidates the ex-

emption for tuition fees, while AGBU

will oversee the selection process, pro-

vide some financial assistance to these

students and facilitate their integration

into the global Francophone community.

The signing ceremony was held at the

AGBU Armenia Office, with Armenia's

Minister of Education and Science

Arayik Harutyunyan, as well as govern-

ment and university officials in atten-

dance.

"This agreement creates better oppor-

tunities for Armenian students to pursue

higher education in French, thus target-

ing the objectives of OIF of spreading

French language around the world," said

Rector of AUF Jean-Paul de Gaudemar. 

Chairman of AGBU Montreal Chahé

Tanachian noted that commitment to ed-

ucation is at the core of AGBU's mission.

"It is a special agreement that we signed

with AUF on the sidelines of the Fran-

cophonie Summit. Having students from

Armenia in French universities will en-

hance cooperation in the field of educa-

tion between Canada and Armenia and

will make French language more popu-

lar in the Armenian society," Tanachian

said. "AGBU is also looking forward to

more closely working with Armenia's

Ministry of Education to develop better

expertise and skills in areas needed

today."

In an effort to promote French-Ar-

menian connections and boost people's

interest in French language, AGBU

France-in partnership with the French

Embassy in Armenia-announced the

launch of a contest of short stories

themed "Armenia of My Dreams in 2050

AGBU France-in partnership with the

French Embassy in Armenia-announced

the launch of a contest of short stories

themed "Armenia of My Dreams in

2050."  

This contest is set to encourage the

Francophones citizens of Armenia to

imagine a better future for their home-

land given the recent revival of democ-

racy. "Taking advantage of this important

moment, the Francophonie Summit in

Yerevan, AGBU France contributes to the

promotion of French language in Arme-

nia through this contest. This contest is

also a tribute to Charles Aznavour who

skillfully used this language,'' said Pres-

ident of AGBU France and AGBU Europe

Nadia Gortzounian. ''We hope that the

contest's theme will inspire many appli-

cants."

The contest is open to the residents of

Armenia who can submit their short sto-

ries in French -up to three pages or 4,500

characters-through December 15. Au-

thors of the top three stories will receive

monetary awards. 

For more information about the contest,
please visit ugabfrance.org/2018/10/con-

NEW OPPORTUNITIES INTRODUCED FOR FRANCOPHONES IN
ARMENIA

AGBU CHAPTERS LAUNCH A NEW SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM AND WRITING
COMPETITION TO ENCOURAGE ENHANCEMENT OF FRENCH-LANGUAGE EDUCATION IN ARMENIA

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The Armenian Assembly of America

(Assembly) mourns the loss of one of its pillars since the very

beginning of its establishment, Mrs. Anna Hovnanian, and of-

fers its heartfelt condolences to her family and friends.

She has been right there, alongside her husband, Hirair from

the early days of the Assembly's inception

at Airlie, Virginia in the 1970s to the devas-

tating earthquake in Armenia in 1988 and

through the Karabakh movement and Ar-

menia's independence. Anna and Hirair

have been an integral part of the Assembly

serving as a guiding light throughout the

many decades. Her unwavering support,

hard work, and dedication helped shape

the Assembly into what it is today.

Anna was a Life Trustee of the Armen-

ian Assembly, but did much more than sup-

port the organization. She and her husband

were the gracious hosts, and entertained at

their beautiful house, which was always

filled with Armenian music and dancing.

During the early years of the Assembly's

summer internship program in Washington, D.C., now called

the Terjenian-Thomas Assembly Internship Program, Anna and

Hirair generously hosted the numerous intern classes in their

New Jersey home for a weekend filled with activities with as

many as thirty  to forty college-age students at a time. Assem-

bly intern alumni still have fond memories of their time with

the Hovnanians during their participation in the summer in-

ternship program, and speak affectionately about Anna.

Hirair also spoke to others at the Assembly about Anna's un-

wavering fortitude and determination, as well as her total con-

fidence and loyalty, and credited her as the inspiration for his

life's work and passion for Armenia and the

betterment of the Armenian people. Like

Hirair, Anna looked to foster the next gen-

eration of Armenian leaders. Her dedica-

tion to young people is evident through her

work within the Hirair and Anna Hovnan-

ian Foundation, where Anna hoped to en-

courage and develop the artistic talent and

higher education of the Armenian youth

through scholarships and grants to various

organizations and students. She was a

major force with the Foundation, and

helped shape many lives.

Even with her full responsibilities as a

wife and mother, Anna never let go of her

artistic talents. Wherever she traveled, she

used the opportunity to visit the studios of

the artists she admired, including Rafael Atoian, Hagop

Hagopian, and Jean Jansem, who once painted their portraits.

The Assembly applauded Anna's artist talents and showcased

her personal exhibition of paintings which were on display in

Yerevan on July 18, 2012.



ARMENIAN ASSEMBLY OF AMERICA MOURNS PASSING OF
ONE OF ITS PILLARS, 

MRS. ANNA HOVNANIAN

Glendale
Free Medical Care
Provided to a
Thousand Plus
Un-insured People 

The 9th Annual Glendale Health Festival
will take place on Saturday, November 3,
2018, from 6:00 am to 6:00 pm & continue
on Sunday, November 4, from 6:00 am to
2:00 pm at the Pacific Edison Community
Center (501 S. Pacific Ave), Glendale, CA. 

This festival is a Free Event and is

open to the entire community.

The Glendale Health Festival is or-

ganized much like a visit to your doctor's

office. You start at the triage area; volun-

teers take pertinent information from At-

tendees and make recommendations

about available health screenings and

services. 

Attendees will have blood pressure,

cholesterol and blood sugar measure-

ments taken and then sit down with a li-

censed physician who will make

individualized recommendations.  

•Medical Consultations, Physicians

will be on-site to answer questions and

make recommendations  

•Licensed Eye Care Specialists will

be on-site to perform eye exams, glau-

coma testing. Eye glasses will be made

on site, Kidsight Camera Screening for

ages 6 mos – 6 years.

•Dental extractions, fillings, cleaning

and screening with licensed dentists. 

•Women’s Health, Mammograms

and papsemars 

•General Medical Physicals, Hearing

Test, Flu Shots, Blood Work, Blood Pres-

sure

•On-Site Drug Disposal

•Cancer screenings will also be of-

fered to appropriate patients.

•Education for the whole family will

be available on conditions such as high

blood pressure, diabetes, obesity, proper

nutrition, heart disease, cancer aware-

ness, and more.

•Mental Health Education

•Provide healthy lunches free of

charge and Activities for kids and fami-

lies

The Glendale Health Festival is a com-
munity service of the Armenian American
Medical Society (AAMS) in collaboration
with Remote Area Medical, the City of Glen-
dale, Glendale Community Services and
Parks Department, Office of State Senator
Anthony J. Portantino, Office of Assembly-
member Laura Friedman,  Los Angeles
County Department of Public Health, North-
west Glendale Lions Club and Friends in
Sight, the Armenian American Nurses Asso-
ciation, Glendale Are Mental Health Profes-
sionals Association, ARTN, Regal Medical
Group, Lakeside Community Healthcare, Ad-
ventist Health Glendale, Dignity Health
Glendale Memorial Hospital, and USC Ver-
dugo Hills Hospital. For more information,
please visit www.aamsc.org or contact the
AAMS at (818) 980-7777 or email to:
info@aamsc.com.
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Political and other developments

concerning Armenians during the Cold

War era have not been covered much in

history books up until today. Modern

historical writing on Armenia has fo-

cused heavily on the pre-Cold War era,

particularly the years during and just

after the Armenian Genocide and in the

course of the First World War. Yet the pe-

riod between 1945 and 1991 saw a host of

important developments both within So-

viet Armenia and the Armenian dias-

pora. In fact, Armenians were involved

in the Cold War in more ways than one.

The Cold War pitted the two great su-

perpowers of the time, the Soviet Union

and the United States, against one an-

other. One part of the Armenian popula-

tion lived in Soviet Armenia, while

others lived in the diaspora, scattered

mostly across the Americas, Western Eu-

rope, the Balkans, and the Middle East.

These diasporan communities were di-

vided along political lines, which devel-

oped different stances towards the

superpowers in the context of the Cold

War. Indeed, the international political

climate had strong influences on Armen-

ian political parties’ positions towards

one another and on issues connected

with the Armenian homeland in the

shape of Soviet Armenia.

In this lecture, Dr Ara Sanjian aimed

to fill in the gaps in modern Armenian

and international historiography by

mapping out the developments of Ar-

menian political activity and thought

during the Cold War. Dr Ara Sanjian is

associate professor of History at the Uni-

versity of Michigan-Dearborn and direc-

tor of its Armenian Research Centre. This

lecture took place on Thursday, 24 May

2018. It was organised by the director of

the Programme of Armenian Studies, Dr

Krikor Moskofian, and chaired by

Raphael Gregorian.

The Cold War has been largely seen

as an ideological clash between capital-

ist/free-market principles against those

of a socialist/command economy and so-

ciety. The roots of this clash can be traced

back to the rise of these ideologies in the

19th century when the Industrial Revo-

lution was in full swing across much of

Europe and North America, and when

the issues of new divisions of labour, the

value of commodities, and economic

management in general came to the fore.

Dr Sanjian regards the sovietisation

of Armenia in 1920 as the start of this ide-

ological clash among Armenians living

across the world. The people of Armenia

itself had little choice but to accept Soviet

rule and the ideological baggage that

came with it. However, the Armenian po-

litical parties, which were now in exile,

were freer to develop their own ideolog-

ical stances, and had to make a stark

choice between the communist ideology

of the Bolsheviks in the Soviet Union and

the free-market-based ideology of the

West, where many of them were based.

Nevertheless, the conflicting views of di-

asporan political parties were born out

less of a conflict in economic ideologies,

but more of their respective views re-

garding the international balance of

power and their perspectives on the util-

ity (or lack thereof) of Soviet rule in Ar-

menia. In other

words, the stances

that diasporan par-

ties adopted before

and during the

Cold War were

more a result of in-

ternal political

feuds within Ar-

menian communi-

ties and

disagreements with

regard to Soviet

rule, and less a con-

sequence of conflict

based on rigid ide-

ological differences.

In general terms, across the diaspora,

the Armenian Revolutionary Federation

(Dashnaks) was anti-Soviet. This senti-

ment was largely an outgrowth of the

party’s expulsion from Armenia after the

Bolsheviks had taken over the country.

The Social Democratic Hnchakian Party,

on the other hand, was in general pro-So-

viet. Some Hnchakians were practically

communists, while others in the same

party were not as dedicated to commu-

nism. The third Armenian political party

in the diaspora, the Armenian Demo-

cratic Liberal Party (Ramkavars) repre-

sents an intriguing case. The Ramkavar

party is an adherent of liberal economic

ideology, supporting free-market princi-

ples, and is identified with the bourgeois

element within society. Its ideological

background was thus in opposition to

that of the Soviet Union. Nevertheless, it

accepted Soviet rule as long as it believed

that the Russian connection contributed

to the security of Armenia and its socio-

economic development.

Indeed, the level of the intensity of ri-

valries among Armenian groups across

the diaspora before and after the Second

World War varied widely. Prior to the

Second World War, arguably the most se-

vere division was seen in North America,

after Archbishop Ghevond Tourian was

assassinated in New York as he presided

over mass on Christmas Eve 1933. His as-

sassination was the direct result of ten-

sions between anti-Soviet Dashnaks and

rival Armenians who sympathised with

Armenia’s Soviet government. These ten-

sions had risen to the surface earlier that

year when Tourian had objected to the

presence of the tricolour Armenian flag

of the pre-Soviet, independent Republic

of Armenia (1918-1920) on the stage dur-

ing a celebration of Armenian Day at the

Century of Progress Exposition in

Chicago. He had argued that he did not

wish to draw the ire of the Soviet gov-

ernment in Armenia, a stance which of-

fended some Dashnak members of the

Armenian community.

In 1943-1947 there came a change in

the priorities of the Dashnak party. The

party warmed to Soviet rule in terms of

its perceived possible contribution to the

expansion of Armenia’s borders after the

end of the Second World War. Simon

Vratsian, the fourth and final Prime Min-

ister of the independent Republic of Ar-

menia (1918-1920), was pivotal in

forming this new ARF perspective on So-

viet Armenia. Nevertheless, the West was

strictly opposed to any territorial expan-

sion of the Soviet

Union, especially

into Turkey, which

soon became a

strategic ally of the

West on the borders

of the Soviet Union.

Thus the years

1943-1947 proved to

simply be an inter-

lude, during which

Armenian parties’

interests temporar-

ily coincided with

one another.

The repatriation

efforts of 1946-1948

and after 1962 are also an important part

of Armenian Cold War history. Many

have assumed that the repatriation of

1946-1948 was undertaken in view of the

expected Soviet territorial expansion into

the regions of Kars and Ardahan, al-

though it remains to be proven beyond

reasonable doubt whether or not there

was indeed a direct correlation between

the two Soviet policies. The repatriation

efforts of 1946-1948 are also notable due

to the fact that the Dashnaks were ex-

cluded from participating in its organi-

sational efforts. Furthermore, the

repatriation campaign turned into an op-

portunity for the anti-Dashnak factions

to wage a propaganda campaign against

their rivals that left behind fissures across

the diaspora. The antagonism between

rival factions within the various Armen-

ian communities in the diaspora and

their different attitudes vis-à-vis Soviet

Armenia continued, as stories of the

repatriates’ dissatisfaction with life in So-

viet Armenia began to filter through not

long after the first caravans had set for

the homeland in the summer of 1946.

Lebanon was the scene of virulent

inter-party rivalries during the period

1947-1960. In Dr Sanjian’s analysis of the

press, particularly during the parliamen-

tary election campaigns of that period, he

found that the Dashnak party attempted

to denigrate the Hnchakians and

Ramkavars by labelling them as commu-

nist fellow-travellers, implying that they

were stooges for the Soviet government.

There had been no such emphasis in the

interwar years, and the Dashnaks gave

up this strategy in the 1960s. This cer-

tainly represents an element of the Cold

War being played out in the internal pol-

itics of Armenian parties in a community

in the diaspora, especially when we also

take into consideration the fact that, up

until then, the Dashnaks had on princi-

ple refused to involve external powers

when competing against other Armenian

political forces across the diaspora. This

principle was abandoned in 1951, thus

allowing the Cold War into the Armen-

ian diaspora.

The Dashnak tilt towards the West

had been recorded as early as 1947. An

important figure in this regard is the fa-

mous military commander and former

Defence Minister of independent Arme-

nia, Drastamat “Dro” Kanayan. He co-

operated with the CIA in the late 1940s

and early 1950s, and some of the CIA

files that mention his activities have been

declassified in recent years.

Nevertheless, the Soviet authorities

also attempted to exploit Armenian na-

tionalism in order to bring Armenians in

the diaspora, including the Dashnaks, to

their side. One example of this is Garegin

Nzhdeh, who had been captured by the

Soviets in Bulgaria toward the end of the

war and exiled to Siberia for having col-

laborated with the Nazis. He was

brought back to Yerevan from Siberia in

1952 and was asked to write a letter to

Simon Vratsian, asking whether he and

his Dashnak comrades were prepared to

fight against Turkey on behalf of the So-

viet Union in case of a future war be-

tween the two states.

These developments are undoubt-

edly linked to the international context of

the time, which also saw the proclama-

tion of the Truman doctrine, the imple-

mentation of the Marshall plan to rebuild

Europe, the Soviet counter plan drawn

up by Vyacheslav Molotov, the creation

of the Cominform, and the propagation

of US diplomat George Kennan’s concept

of containment of the Soviet Union.

Nikita Khrushchev premiership of

the Soviet Union following the death of

Joseph Stalin in 1953 coincided with the

most intense years of Cold War rivalry

among Armenians, especially in the Mid-

dle East. This is partly because his ad-

ministration was keener to engage with

the so-called Third World, in contrast to

the relative disengagement of Stalin’s ad-

ministration after 1947. Khrushchev’s

policies included engagement with dias-

poran Armenians in the Middle East and

elsewhere.

However, the role of the American

government in Lebanon should also not

be ignored within the context of the Ar-

menian Cold War. Indeed, when the pro-

western Lebanese government rigged

the national elections in 1957 with Amer-

ican help, it relied partly on assistance

from the Dashnak party. Electoral dis-

tricts in Beirut were gerrymandered in

such a way as to make use of the votes of

the Armenian followers of the Dashnak

party to defeat pan-Arabist candidates

from the Sunni Muslim community, who

opposed the pro-western policies of the

country’s then president

Tensions within the Armenian com-

munity in Lebanon reached their apex

during the crisis to elect a new Armenian

Catholicos in Antelias (1952-1956) and

the short Lebanese Civil War in 1958. Be-

tween May and November 1958, be-

tween 35 and 40 Armenians were

murdered in tit-for-tat killings, encour-

aged by rival Armenian political factions.

This violence took place at a time when

the Lebanese political spectrum overall

was also strongly divided between pro-

and anti-western camps. It was only

when the Lebanese Civil War ended in

October 1958 that the violence between

Armenians also ceased, thanks to the rec-

onciliation efforts of the Lebanese Minis-

ter of the Interior in the country’s

post-war national reconciliation govern-

ment.

An important break in the Armenian

Cold War in the Middle East occurred in

1959 soon after the pan-Arabist president

of Egypt, Gamal Abdel Nasser, had

PROGRAMME OF ARMENIAN STUDIES, LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM

Armenians and the Global Cold War: History, Memory and Legacies
A lecture by Dr. ARA SANJIAN

Cont. on page 10
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Glendale, CA – Director of Gomi-

das Institute of London, ARA

SARAFIAN will be in town to present

the newly released book by Dr. Sarkis

Y. Karayan titled, ARMENIANS IN

OTTOMAN TURKEY, 1914: A Geo-

graphic and Demographic Gazetteer

on TUESDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2018 at

7:30pm at ABRIL BOOKSTORE - 415 E.

Broadway, Glendale, CA. Admission is

free with reception to follow.

ARMENIANS IN OTTOMAN

TURKEY, 1914 is a mammoth book

written by Dr. Sarkis Y. Karayan. It is

based around a critical listing of over

4,000 Armenian inhabited towns and

villages, replete with their old and new

names, geographical co-ordinates, sta-

tistics about their Armenian inhabi-

tants and full citation of sources. One

of the key points of analysis in

Karayan's work is his estimate of the

number of Armenians who perished in

the Armenian Genocide. Karayan ar-

gues that the number Armenians in the

Ottoman Empire on the eve of WWI

could have been as high as 2.5 million

people, and the number of victims in

the Genocide over 2 million people.

The volume includes a long introduc-

tion, with maps and statistics, as well

as an appendix and detailed index. Un-

fortunately, Dr. Karayan passed away

while his work was being prepared for

publication, but Ara Sarafian of the Go-

midas Institute will discuss the insti-

tute's current activities, and the

significance of Dr. Karayan's new book. 

ARA SARAFIAN is the executive-

director of the Gomidas Institute,

which has been at the forefront of Ar-

menian Genocide studies for almost 30

years. At the core of its work are a

number of seminal works, as well as

other activities engaging the Armenian

Genocide and its legacy in modern

Turkey. No other Armenian institution

in the diaspora has a comparable pub-

lication record nor level of engagement

in Turkey as the Gomidas Institute.

Presented by Abril Bookstore.

CONTACT: Arno Yeretzian at Abril
Bookstore (818) 243-4112, noor@abril-
books.com

Ara Sarafian to present
Sarkis Karayan's
massive volume about
Armenians of Ottoman
Turkey

openly attacked Arab communists for the

first time. This new stand by Nasser pro-

vided an opportunity to the Dashnak

party to reposition itself as a more pro-

pan-Arabist party, as it now suited their

established anti-Soviet stance and also

put them in a safe position within the

context of growing pan-Arab and anti-

colonial sentiment in the Middle East.

This repositioning lessened the chasm

between the Dashnaks and their

Ramkavar and Hnchakian rivals on re-

gional policy issues.

In the 1960s, tensions between Ar-

menian diasporan political parties began

to subside somewhat, leading to a kind

of détente. This détente can be attributed

to the shift of focus towards national is-

sues connected to genocide recognition,

demand for reparations from Turkey, and

Soviet Armenia’s territorial claims from

neighbouring Soviet Georgia and Soviet

Azerbaijan in the Caucasus. Diasporan

party members of all political hues began

making regular visits to Soviet Armenia,

and they witnessed first-hand that polit-

ically active individuals in Soviet Arme-

nia were raising, both in private and

through petitions, the territorial issues of

Karabakh and Nakhichevan. In addition,

genocide recognition initiatives were

picking up speed as the fiftieth anniver-

sary of the Armenian Genocide in 1965

approached, a year which saw the com-

memoration of the Genocide in Soviet

Armenia for the first time. These issues

were a catalyst for bringing together the

various political factions within the dias-

pora. The Cold War thus became less of a

factor in determining relations among

the various Armenian political groupings

in the diaspora, and in turn interaction

between each of those groupings and So-

viet Armenia. Under these changed cir-

cumstances, when the world witnessed

what is usually called a second Cold War

between 1979 and 1985, Armenians – un-

like during the first Cold War after 1945

– were not much affected.

The Cold War within the Armenian

sphere could be said to have ended to-

wards the latter half of the 1980s, espe-

cially with the introduction of Mikhail

Gorbachev’s ‘New Thinking’, which de-

nied an irreconcilable conflict between

capitalism and communism, and called

for cooperation among the previously

conflicting parties. The Communist Party

in Soviet Armenia formally dropped its

public antagonism to the Dashnaks in

1989. Since Armenia’s independence in

1991, the three traditional Armenian di-

asporan parties have had little reason to

remain staunchly antagonistic to one an-

other, at least at the level of ideology, as

they no longer have to choose between

two superpowers.

Dr Sanjian considers the Cold War era

to be an understudied topic in Armenian

history for political reasons. The Cold

War period represented a period of stark

tensions between the Soviet government

and the Dashnaks, as well as among the

Armenian parties themselves in the dias-

pora. The notion of national unity is now

held above all else, and so there has been

little space for a critical study of the Cold

War era, the details of which now seem

to go against the national unity tenden-

cies of the more recent years. In addition,

scholarship on the issue of the Genocide

has been much in demand in Armenian

academic circles, often been at the ex-

pense of other topics in Armenian stud-

ies. This focus on the Genocide can also

be explained within the paradigm of na-

tional unity, as it is a cause that unites Ar-

menian political actors across the board.

Moreover, this order of preferences is cer-

tainly not new to Armenian historiogra-

phy, which has often focused on

historical examples that portray the Ar-

menian nation as united, while at times

disregarding the actual complexities of

the reality.
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FRESNO – A grand exhibit of Cente-

narian Katchador “K” Boroian’s intricate

works was presented at the Alta District

Historical Society’s White House Cultural

Center in Dinuba on Saturday, August 25,

2018, in collaboration with the Armenian

Cultural Conservancy of Fresno. 

Richard Duerksen, Vice President of the

Historical Society, the inheritor of Mr. K’s

works, and Allan Jendian, Board Member

of the Conservancy, and a recipient of one

of his tapestries, each representing their or-

ganization, reflected on the significance of

Mr. K’s amazing creative handiworks and

acknowledged those working behind the

scenes in preparation of the event, espe-

cially local artist Jerry Chang, who spent

countless hours hanging the exhibit.

Jendian, serving as MC, introduced our

distinguished historian and educator, Dea-

con Van Der Mugrdechian, a Board Mem-

ber of the Conservancy, who presented the

life of Boroian and shared remarks of Mr.

K’s intricate early  charcoal drawings,

needlepoint, and petit point.  

Mr. K was born in 1889 in Chunkoosh,

Armenia, and attended the prestigious Art

Institute of Chicago.  He served in the US

Army during WWI, painting helmets and

artillery for camouflage, had a career as a

commercial artist, and taught himself

needlepoint. He later moved to California,

first on a farm in Yettem and shortly there-

after to Dinuba.  Because he suffered from

glaucoma since the 1940’s, he gave up the

art for 25 years.

At the age of 81, however, Boroian re-

established his routine of 15-18 hours per

day at his needlepoint canvases.  His last

years were spent at the California Armen-

ian Home.  He gifted many of his museum

quality pieces to friends. Boroian passed

away on July 1, 1989, in Fresno. 

In the audience was another recipient

of Mr. K’s works, Maribel Reynolds, who

had brought her 1986 High School gradua-

tion gift from Boroian.  It was a unique

needlepoint purse, which she treasures.

Reynolds, currently a Dinuba City Council

member,  was a neighbor of Boroian and

visited him occasionally.

Following the presentation guests

viewed Mr. K’s works and enjoyed an array

of desserts prepared by committee mem-

bers.

The Historical Society’s White House at

289 South K Street, in Dinuba, is open to the

general public on Tuesdays and Wednes-

days, 9:00-12:00 and 1:00-3:00, and by ap-

pointment.  They may be reached at

559-591-2144 or altahistorical@yahoo.com. 

BOROIAN’S UNIQUE ART EXHIBIT AT THE
DINUBA WHITE HOUSE ENJOYED BY
MANY ATTENDEES
By Allan Y. Jendian 

Armenian Genocide
documentary signals
launch of US film-fest

Arlington International Film Festival

in the US has signaled its upcoming start

with “An Homage to the Armenian

Community in the Greater Boston Area,”

YourArlington.com reported.

The New England premiere of

“Crows of the Desert—A Hero’s Journey

through the Armenian Genocide” oc-

curred recently in the Mosesian Center

for the Arts, in Watertown.

The 62-minute documentary is by

Marta Houske, a US writer, director, and

producer.

The film festival is proud to an-

nounce its first partnership with the

Mosesian Center for the Arts to present

this award-winning film in commemo-

ration of the Armenian genocide and an

homage to our Armenian community.

This event rolls out the red carpet for the

eighth annual film festival, set for No-

vember 1 through 4 at the Capitol The-

atre.

A Q&A follows the screening with

Levon Parian, a renowned photographic

artist and grandson of the documen-

tary’s subject, Levon Yotnakhparian.

“Crows of the Desert” is based on the

memoirs of Yotnakhparian. The film re-

counts the incredible true story of one

man’s desperate struggle to not only

stay alive, but to help save his people

from near extinction in the 20th-cen-

tury’s first genocide.

Parian has been referred to as a

philosopher and poet of the camera, a

renowned photographer whose work

encompasses the recognition of the Ar-

menian Genocide. He was honored with

his artistic colleagues by Foreign Policy

magazine as being “among the 100 lead-

ing global thinkers of 2015.”
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