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WASHINGTON, D.C. – On October

4, during a Senate Foreign Relations

Committee hearing, in response to ques-

tions posed by Ranking Member Robert

Menendez (D-NJ), the U.S. Ambassado-

rial nominee to Azerbaijan, Earle D.

Litzenberger, stated that the U.S. con-

demns violence along the line of contact,

which he noted undermines the peace

process and violates the 1994 cease-fire

agreement.

“As one of the three Co-Chairs of the

Minsk Group process that is working to

achieve a peaceful settlement to the

Nagorno Karabakh conflict, we are

working along the lines of three princi-

ples: one is the non-use of force and the

non-threat of the use of force, the second

is the respect for territorial integrity, and

the third is the rights of peoples to self-

determination. All three of those are im-

portant, any agreement or settlement that

does not fully take all three into account

is unlikely to succeed,” said Litzenberger.

“All of the Co-Chairs, the U.S. especially,

condemns any violence and any threat of

the use of violence along the line of con-

tact, it undermines the peace process, it

violates the 1994 cease-fire, and is very

unhelpful,” Litzenberger continued.

During the Assembly’s National Ad-

vocacy Conference last week, Assembly

Executive Director Bryan Ardouny along

with former Chairman of the Armenian

Assembly of America Board of Directors

Peter Vosbikian and other New Jersey

constituents met with the Senator’s pol-

icy staff and discussed several issues, in-

cluding Azerbaijan’s ongoing cease-fire

violations, especially the targeting of

kindergartens. 

“We appreciate Ranking Member

Menendez for raising key concerns about

Azerbaijan’s ongoing bellicose rhetoric

and cease-fire violations,” stated the As-

sembly Co-Chairs Anthony Barsamian

and Van Krikorian. “We also remain

deeply troubled by Azerbaijan’s ongoing

attempt to whitewash its human rights

record through its $3 billion laundromat

scheme, which not only has been ex-

posed, but led to an indictment by the

U.S. Department of Justice,” the Co-

Chairs continued.

Earle D. Litzenberger of California is

a Career Member of the Senior Foreign

Service, Class of Minister-Counselor.

Read his full statement before the Senate

Foreign Relations Committee.



!"#"$%&'()*+,-"# ./0(Today, U.S. Am-

bassador to Armenia Richard M. Mills,

Jr., was pleased to announce an increase

in U.S. assistance funding for Armenia.

The United States recently provided

more than $14 million in additional for-

eign assistance resources for initiatives in

Armenia following the political transi-

tion, and in the coming year the U.S. gov-

ernment intends to provide more than

$26 million in FY 2018 foreign assistance

funds, an increase of approximately $20

million above what had been requested

for Armenia, US Embassy in Armenia re-

ports.

These funds will support priority

programs in the political processes, anti-

corruption, civil society, and independ-

ent media sectors. Funds will also ad-

vance the Administration’s foreign pol-

icy priorities to increase business and

trade opportunities for American and Ar-

menian companies including by sup-

porting energy reforms as well as

Armenia’s fast-growing information

technology industry.

U.S. assistance to Armenia supports

many areas of bilateral cooperation, in-

cluding governance, transparency and

accountability, political inclusion, leg-

islative strengthening, and local gover-

nance reforms.

To support Armenia’s political transi-

tion, programs will help rebuild multi-

party political systems and support free

and fair elections. Assistance will also

strengthen civil society and improve ac-

cess to independent media. In the eco-

nomic growth area, programs will seek

to generate sustained and broad-based

economic growth by supporting sectors

that have high growth potential, enhanc-

ing workforce skills, and facilitating in-

novation. Assistance will also support

energy market liberalization reforms and

promote cross-border trade and integra-

tion.

United States Announces Assistance
Increase for Armenia

U.S. NOMINEE TO AZERBAIJAN CONDEMNS VIOLENCE ALONG
THE LINE OF CONTACT 

U.S. Urges Azerbaijan to Work Cooperatively to Settle Conflict

Senate Foreign Relations Ranking
Member Robert Menendez (D-NJ)

U.S. Ambassadorial Nominee to Azerbai-
jan Earle D. Litzenberger

Deputy Assistant
Secretary of State
George Kent to visit
Armenia

YEREVAN. – The U.S. Deputy As-

sistant Secretary of State for European

and Eurasian Affairs George Kent will

visit Armenia this month to build on

the US strong ties with Armenia, the

U.S. embassy in Yerevan told Armen-

ian News-NEWS.am.

“We can confirm that George Kent,

the Deputy Assistant Secretary (DAS)

in the U.S. State Department’s Bureau

of European and Eurasian Affairs, will

visit Armenia this month to build on

the United States’ strong ties with Ar-

menia.

DAS Kent is a senior State Depart-

ment official and an expert on Euro-

pean and Central Asian policy. He is

the senior-most State Department of-

ficial responsible for policy towards

the Caucasus and Eastern Europe and

the day-to-day operations of U.S. Em-

bassies in this region. He will discuss

a wide range of issues of bilateral im-

portance with representatives of the

Armenian government, civil society,

and business community,” the state-

ment said.

Mills: Armenia needs diverse economy, not IT only

YEREVAN. – During the recent years many resources were used to develop IT sec-

tor in Armenia, and  U.S. played a leading role, because flagship US companies were

present here, outgoing U.S. ambassador Richard Mills said on Tuesday.

He emphasized that resources have been shifted away from such areas as tourism,

mining and wine production.

“It is of course ultimately Armenia’s decision what sectors have to be developed,

but I urge to pay attention to the economy that is diverse and that has stability in

many sectors,” he said. Richard Mills emphasized the need to reform Armenia’s ed-

ucation system to have the IT development that the country needs. “And that will

take time,” he added.

Mills assured that the United States will continue supporting the efforts to create

a diverse economy with many sectors.

Richard Mills:
No hidden message on
Karabakh in Trump’s
congratulations

YEREVAN. – The statement of the

U.S. President Donald Trump sent to

Armenia on Independence Day and to

Azerbaijan in May does not contain

any secret or hidden message on

Karabakh, the outgoing US Ambassa-

dor Richard Mills said during his last

meeting with reporters in Yerevan on

Tuesday. 

His comment came in response to

comment on President Trump’s state-

ment, which said “the coming months

bring opportunities to resolve the

Nagorno-Karabakh conflict”.

He recalled that both countries

have recently seen political develop-

ments: elections in Azerbaijan and the

spring events in Armenia. 

“I think what the president is refer-

ring to is the hope and expectation that

with these events behind us there

might be new energy, new ability from

both governments to take a look at the

process and bring  new energy, new

focus and ideas,” he emphasized.
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Ara Sarafian, London-based director of

the Gomidas Institute, will speak on the

newly published Armenians in Ottoman

Turkey, 1914: A Geographic and Demo-

graphic Gazetteer at 7:30PM on Thursday,

October 25, 2018, in the University Business

Center, Alice Peters Auditorium, Room 191

on the Fresno State campus. The presenta-

tion is co-sponsored by the Armenian Film

Foundation and is part of the Fall Lecture

Series of the Armenian Studies Program.

Armenians in Ottoman Turkey, 1914,

written by Dr. Sarkis Karayan, is a monu-

mental, 674 page work, which painstak-

ingly lists over 4,000 Armenian inhabited

towns and villages in modern Turkey –

prior to the destruction of 1915. His pres-

entation of data and analysis is meticulous

and allows readers to see the full extent of

the Armenian presence in these lands.

Karayan identifies each location by its old

and new names, maps and geographical

coordinates, population figures, and other

vital references. His work puts Armenians

back onto the map of Turkey.

Armenians in Ottoman Turkey, 1914 is

the first English language book dealing

with the demographic profile of Ottoman

Armenians on such a massive scale. It is the

result of several decades of probing Ar-

menian, Turkish, German and French

books, maps and archival sources.

Sarafian will discuss the significance of

this work and why it is a milestone in seri-

ous scholarship on the Ottoman Empire. It

is also an invaluable resource for Armeni-

ans, Turks, and Kurds wishing to know

more about their ancestral lands.

Armenians in Ottoman Turkey, 1914

will be on sale at the lecture.

The lecture is free and open to the pub-

lic. Parking is available in Fresno State Lots

P6 and P5, near the University Business

Center, Fresno State. A free parking code

can be obtained by contacting the Armen-

ian Studies Program.

For more information about the lecture

please contact the Armenian Studies Pro-

gram at 278-2669, visit our website at

www.fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies or

visit our Facebook page at @Armeni-

anStudiesFresnoState.

Ara Sarafian of the Gomidas Institute to speak on new book
by Dr. Sarkis Karayan

Armenians in Ottoman Turkey, 1914: A Geographic and Demographic Gazetteer
October 25, 2018 at Fresno State

The Paros Foundation's SERV-

ICE Armenia 2018 group

wrapped up another great sum-

mer of service, touring, and fun

bringing the number of program

alum to over 100. The nine partic-

ipants and coordinator from

around the United States joined

us in Armenia to work on im-

pactful service projects. During

the one month program, partici-

pants also visited historic sites

and developed lifelong friend-

ships. Service Armenia was es-

tablished in 2013 and provides

Diaspora youth ages 17-22 years

the opportunity to work on meaningful service projects and to

have fun in Armenia. Next year's program will run from June

23 to July 23, 2019. Applications are now available at

www.parosfoundation.org.

This summer's service work included renovations at the Zo-

rakan Village School in the Tavush region. SERVICE partici-

pants painted six classrooms as part of the second floor

remodel. The remainder of the second floor was completed

prior to the start of classes, however, $75,000 is still needed for

the renovation of the first floor of the school. The Zorakan Vil-

lage School services 135 secondary school students. At the

Kanakeravan Art School in the Kotayk region, participants

poured the subfloor and installed new flooring in three rooms.

This combined with the complete renovation of these class-

rooms has created a beautiful environment for the art school

students.

One of the highlights of SERVICE Armenia is always visit-

ing the Debi Arach Children's Center in Gyumri. This year

minor renovations were done at the Center and a "Packs on

Backs" distribution was carried out, providing 185 children

with the necessary school supplies and backpacks. SERVICE

youth had a chance to get to know students at Debi Arach

through a fun day of dancing, playing sports, and socializing.

While in Gyumri, Dustin Hochmuth, a repeat participant of

SERVICE Armenia, also spearheaded the "Groceries for

Gyumri" distribution for 100 families. His efforts included rais-

ing the necessary funding, obtaining and assembling food pack-

ets with his SERVICE Armenia

peers, and coordinating the de-

livery of basic grocery staples,

fresh fruits and vegetables, and

personal hygiene products to

families in need.

Other 2018 highlights in-

cluded four exciting excursions

with the Yerevan Children's

Home, the Vanadzor Orphan-

age, the Kharpert Home for Spe-

cial Children and the Ghoghanj

Children's Center. The SERVICE

Armenia group also toured

many monuments and impor-

tant historic locations through-

out the country, along with overnight stays in the Lori Region

and Artsakh. In addition to the well known religious and cul-

tural sites, the group was able to experience hikes at the Hunot

Gorge and the Kobayr Monastery, a tour of the Areni Caves and

the Historic Noy Cognac Factory, and to visit the World UN-

ESCO Heritage sites, Sanahin and Haghpat Monasteries. From

Artsakh to Zorakan, SERVICE Armenia 2018 was definitely a

summer to remember.

"This program was executed perfectly for the age and the

interests of our group," said Ani Shahinian. "In the three times

I've been to Armenia, this was my favorite experience. I thor-

oughly enjoyed the trip!"

Applications for SERVICE Armenia 2019 are available on

our website www.parosfoundation.org. The program includes

tours to historic, religious and cultural sites in Armenia and Art-

sakh, English speaking staff and guides, safe and well located

accommodations and transportation combined with interesting

cultural and educational activities that will ensure all will have

an engaging and memorable experience. The program is open

to both Armenian and American young people wishing to par-

ticipate in this once in a lifetime opportunity. Knowledge of the

Armenian language is not required. Join us and create a life-

time of great memories and friends. The deadline to submit the

completed application is April 1, 2019.

For more information, please contact Peter Abajian (310) 400-
9061 or via E-mail peter@parosfoundation.org.

SERVICE Armenia 2018 Completes Another Successful Summer Program

Sourje Tir

Influential Armenians:
A Short Collection
By ARVIN DEMERJIAN

As my series of influential Arme-

nians comes to a close, I feel like

there just isn’t enough time to talk

about all the successes of Armeni-

ans. I’ve decided to make my final

article for the series about a few

more Armenians that have made an

impact in some way. 

Ross Bagdasarian is a name that

many may not know, but David

Seville might be a more familiar

name. He is the creator of Alvin and

The Chipmunks, and this was a re-

sult of one of his recordings in 1958,

Witch Doctor, which features a sped-

up segment that creates a higher

pitch sound. The idea of associating

the high-pitched recordings with

chipmunks came later that year after

a trip to Sequoia National Forest.

Bagdasarian then recorded The

Chipmunk Song (Christmas Don’t

Be Late), which won him two

Grammy Awards, and named the

three chipmunks not too long after.

After his death, Ross’s son and wife

continued the chipmunk legacy, tak-

ing on the roles themselves.

The next person on our list is one

that I didn’t know had Armenian

ties until after his death. Everyone

knows him as the face of Apple,

being one of the co-founders in 1976.

What not many people know is that

Steve Jobs was adopted at a young

age by parents Paul and Clara Jobs,

his adopted mother being of Armen-

ian descent. I recently had the op-

portunity to watch the documentary

Women of 1915 by Bared Maronian,

which had a segment about a Turk-

ish man who was giving Steve Jobs

and his wife a tour around Turkey,

and when Jobs asked about an old

abandoned church, the tour guide

said that war had broken out and the

Armenian people fled. Steve de-

manded that the tour end there, and

he and his wife left. The funny part

of this all is that initially, Jobs had

promised the man that he will give

him a new MacBook, but after the in-

cident, the man did not get the Mac-

Book he was promised.

Anna Der-Vartanian is the last

one of my series, and I was amazed

to learn about her impact in the

United States. Anna was the first

woman in American history to

achieve the rank of Master Chief

Petty Officer, which is the highest

ranking of any enlisted individual in

the U.S. Navy. She enlisted at the

start of World War II, while her sister

was serving in the U.S. Navy, and

her brother in the U.S. Army. Her

mother wanted to enlist as well, but

opted to stay home and work for

Red Cross instead. After her retire-

ment in 1963, Anna Der-Vartanian

joined the Central Intelligence

Agency, and served there until 1991. 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. – Hundreds of

guests hailing from sixteen different states

across the U.S. attended the Armenian As-

sembly of America's (Assembly) Gala hon-

oring Annie Simonian Totah in

Washington, D.C., closing out the Assem-

bly's National Advocacy Conference. As-

sembly President Carolyn Mugar and

Co-Chairs Anthony Barsamian and Van

Krikorian presented Totah with the Assem-

bly's Distinguished Humanitarian Award

for her 40 years of advocacy for the better-

ment of Armenia, Artsakh, and U.S.-Arme-

nia relations.

Totah also received the Movses Khore-

natsi Medal from the government of Arme-

nia presented by Armenia Ambassador to

the United States, His Excellency Grigor

Hovhannissian. The Movses Khorenatsi

Medal is awarded for outstanding achieve-

ments in the spheres of culture, art, litera-

ture, education, social sciences, and sports.

Ambassador Hovhannissian shared con-

gratulatory remarks from Prime Minister

Nikol Pashinyan thanking her for her de-

votion to Armenia and recognizing the As-

sembly's leadership as a "forward-thinking

organization [that] continues to be at the

forefront of many critical issues."

"I am truly touched and grateful to re-

ceive these two prestigious awards and to

have the benefit of sharing the evening

with so many wonderful friends and col-

leagues," Assembly Board Member and

honoree Annie Totah remarked. "I very

much appreciate the honors and accolades

bestowed upon me and it will be my privi-

lege, my will of duty to continue with my

advocacy work. I would also like to thank

the many generous and wonderful spon-

sors and guests for helping ensure the suc-

cess of our three day extravaganza," Totah

concluded.

Special guests, including Senate For-

eign Relations Committee Member, Senator

Edward J. Markey (D-MA); House Demo-

cratic Whip Steny Hoyer (D-MD); and Ar-

menian Caucus Co-Chair and Founder

Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-NJ), reflected on their

experience working with Totah, and her

tireless efforts.

"If you were to look up 'Armenian ex-

cellence' in the dictionary, you would see a

beautiful photo of Annie," stated Senator

Markey. "She has spent her life fighting for

recognition for the Armenian people and

the Genocide. And tonight, we finally give

her the recognition which she deserves,

presenting her with the Distinguished Hu-

manitarian Award. Annie has always been

a trailblazer," he continued. "Congratula-

tions, Annie. Nobody deserves it more," he

concluded. 

Senator Markey also spoke about the

Armenian Assembly's extensive work with

Congress, noting the organization's efforts

in displaying the "orphan rug" and sup-

porting Armenian Genocide legislation in

the Senate. He noted Armenia's peaceful

transition and its strong democracy show-

cased this year, especially at a time when

neighboring nations' democratic values are

"heading backwards." 

"This year marks the 30th anniversary

of the Nagorno Karabakh Liberation Move-

ment. This anniversary is an important re-

minder of how far the Armenian people of

the region have come, but also how far we

have yet to go. Since Azerbaijan launched

its brutal offensive against Nagorno

Karabakh, it is our duty to stand with the

Armenian communities who remain to rest;

it is our duty to end this sort of gruesome

aggression against Armenian peoples; it is

our duty to call out this violence for the

crime that it is. As long as Azerbaijan con-

tinues to violate the ceasefire agreement

and attack Armenians, the United States

should cut off all military aid to Azerbaijan.

Azerbaijan spends more on its military

than the entire national budget of Arme-

nia," Senator Markey exclaimed during his

remarks.

House Majority Whip Congressman

Steny Hoyer spoke highly of the Armenian

American community, and especially his

experience working with Totah over the

past three decades to strengthen U.S.-Ar-

menia relations, where, he explained, she

has been involved with "every step of the

way." He described her as a "force of na-

ture" and "a woman of great inner strength

that time and faith have not diminished,

whose heroic heart has blessed us all, and

who continues to strive, to seek, to find,

and not to yield."

"Annie has been involved in every as-

pect of the Armenian Caucus," stated Rep.

Pallone. "She was very influential to get

Members to join in the very beginning.

Needless to say, I don't think there was ever

a time when we were not trying to get the

Armenian Genocide resolution passed

when she wasn't there - at the committee,

outside the committee room, calling Mem-

bers." He added: "I cannot think of a time

when she has not been involved."

Congressman Pallone also shared a

statement in the congressional record on

behalf of Totah, stating in part: "For over 40

years, Ms. Totah has been a leading de-

fender of human rights, and a local advo-

cate of Armenia, Artsakh, and the

Armenian American community." On the

House Floor, Congressman Pallone said: "I

rise today to congratulate the Armenian

Assembly's 2018 Distinguished Humani-

tarian Award honoree, Ms. Annie Simonian

Totah...I have known Annie throughout my

entire congressional career and I can say

without hesitation that Annie's passion,

dedication, and commitment to Armenia

and Artsakh is unparalleled."

In addition to the Prime Minister of Ar-

menia, the Assembly also received con-

gratulatory letters from Senate Democratic

Leader Charles "Chuck" Schumer (D-NY),

the leadership of the Congressional Caucus

on Armenian Issues, the President of Ar-

menia, Dr. Armen Sarkissian and the Pres-

ident of the Nagorno Karabakh Republic,

Bako Sahakyan.

"I am grateful for the opportunity to ex-

press my admiration for the outstanding

work of the Armenian Assembly of Amer-

ica and Mrs. Annie Simonian Totah," Sena-

tor Schumer's letter stated. "Thank you for

your commitment and dedication in pro-

moting democracy and representing the in-

terests of Armenian-Americans. I know the

Armenian Assembly of America will con-

tinue these efforts for many years to come,"

he continued. 

"Your voice is powerful and as the Co-

Chairs and Vice-Chairs of the Congres-

sional Armenian Caucus, it gives us great

pleasure to commend the Armenian As-

sembly for its nonpartisan advocacy and

successes over these many years, especially

in strengthening the relationship between

the United States and Armenia. We ap-

plaud the Assembly's steadfast commit-

ment in support of a strong and vibrant

homeland free from blockades, at peace

with its neighbors and secure in its bor-

ders," the leadership of the Congressional

Caucus on Armenian Issues said in a joint

letter.

"I extend my congratulations to the Ar-

menian Assembly of America on the occa-

sion of its national Advocacy Conference

and Gala in Washington, D.C., and for hon-

oring a longtime champion of many causes

on behalf of the Armenian people in their

homeland and in the diaspora," stated the

President of Armenia, Dr. Armen Sarkiss-

ian. "We attach a great importance to the ac-

tivities of the Armenian Assembly of

America, the organization, which I know

from the first days of its foundation. I am

pleased to join you as you honor one of

your long-time leaders, Annie Simonian

Totah. She has been a pillar of the Armen-

ian American community for many

decades and her activism on many fronts

has been a major service to our country and

our people."

"From the very beginning of the

Karabakh Movement, the Assembly has

stood shoulder to shoulder with us, and as

we struggled for our very existence, the As-

sembly opened new corridors in the dias-

pora for our survival. In fact, the Armenian

Assembly of America has an anchor in

Washington for the Armenians of Artsakh,"

Nagorno Karabakh (Artsakh) President

Bako Sahakyan explained in his congratu-

latory letter. "Artsakh is proud of its long-

standing friendship with the Assembly and

is deeply grateful for its hospitality and

leadership in America. With individuals

like Annie Totah, and organizations like the

Assembly, we are confident that the dias-

pora will continue to stand with us in de-

fense of our freedoms and people," he

added.

The evening concluded with light-

hearted and personal stories from three of

Annie's children - Nicole, Elliot, and Ka-

rina, reflecting on their mom's dedication

over the years, and her steadfast determi-

nation.

"On behalf of the Armenian Assembly, I

would like to thank our special guests and

all of our donors and supporters, including

partner organizations AGBU and the East-

ern and Western Diocese of the Armenian

Church of America, for making the Na-

tional Advocacy Conference a success and

the Gala such a wonderful evening," stated

Executive Director Bryan Ardouny. "I

would also like to thank our amazing Mas-

ter of Ceremonies, Aram Bakshian, who

kept the evening flowing smoothly with

our featured speakers and the beautiful

performance by Milena Oganesyan, giving

the guests a special opportunity to experi-

ence Armenian dancing featured at this

year's Smithsonian Folklife Festival."



HUNDREDS OF GUESTS FROM ACROSS THE U.S.
CELEBRATE ANNIE SIMONIAN TOTAH

AT THE ARMENIAN ASSEMBLY’S NATIONAL GALA
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Los Angeles, October 8, 2018 – The 13th

annual Walk of Life, held on October 6 in

Glendale, drew strong community sup-

port, particularly from among the ranks

of the youth. Close to 300 people partici-

pated in the event to walk and raise

funds for the life-saving mission of the

Armenian Bone Marrow Donor Registry

(ABMDR), in a festive atmosphere that

featured music and food. Walkathon par-

ticipants included state and local elected

officials and community leaders, and nu-

merous teams representing schools, uni-

versities, community organizations, and

individual supporters. 

Walk of Life’s opening ceremony took

place at the plaza of the Glendale City

building. In her opening remarks,

Walkathon Committee Chair Dr.

Christina Ashjian said, “It’s due to

fundraisers like this that we are able to

move forward with the ABMDR mission

to find donors for patients in need of a

bone marrow transplant. To date, this or-

ganization, which is run entirely by vol-

unteers, has registered over 29,000

donors from 29 countries, and facilitated

31 transplants. As importantly, ABMDR

has established and operates a world-

class tissue-typing laboratory and a state-

of-the-art stem cell harvesting center in

Yerevan. All of these achievements are

made possible by you, our supporters.”

Dr. Ashjian thanked the walkathon’s

major sponsor, the Viazoi company, as

well as other top sponsors including

American Tire Depot, Los Angeles

County Supervisor Kathryn Barger, Soft-

line Solutions, ARTN-Shant TV, Paulette

Malekian of Dilbeck Real Estate, P.H. So-

lutions, Dr. Peter H. Ashjian, Epic Auto

Leasing and Sales, Alco Printing, Porto’s

Bakery & Café, Tamara Ice Cream, Pro-

lase, and Providence High School. 

Dr. Ashjian also acknowledged at-

tending dignitaries and Walk of Life’s

honorary chairs, including Father

Vazken Atmajian of the Western Prelacy;

Father Hovsep Hagopian of the Western

Diocese; California State Senator An-

thony Portantino; Talin Mangioglu, Dis-

trict Director for Senator Portantino;

Mary Hovagimian, representing US Con-

gressman Adam Schiff; California State

Assembly member Laura Friedman;

Glendale Mayor Zareh Sinanyan; Glen-

dale Unified School District Board of Ed-

ucation members Dr. Armina Gharpetian

and Shant Sahakian; and Areg Boy-

amyan, Senior Vice President of Founda-

tion Laboratory and an executive with

the Viazoi company.

Following the invocation, performed

by Father Atmajian, remarks were deliv-

ered by ABMDR President Dr. Frieda Jor-

dan. “October is Breast Cancer

Awareness Month, and I’m very happy

that our walkathon today is also dedi-

cated to all our patients, as a source of

hope in their struggle to regain their

health,” Dr. Jordan said and continued,

“When someone is diagnosed with can-

cer, there are two critically important el-

ements for the path toward recovery. One

is hope; and the other is the knowledge

that there are people who care for them

and give them the encouragement they

need in their fight to get well again. I

thank you all for participating in our

walkathons for the past 13 years, and for

spreading the word and spirit of our

work throughout our community.”

Next, Dr. Jordan invited State Assem-

bly member and longtime ABMDR sup-

porter Laura Friedman to address the

participants. “I’ve been attending Walk

of Life for many years, and it’s wonder-

ful to see it grow,” Friedman said. “This

is a truly extraordinary event, organized

by a truly extraordinary organization,

through which you can literally save a

life, if you’re lucky enough to be a match

for a patient in need of a transplant. This

is a very personal event for me because

I’m a cancer survivor. We will be walk-

ing today for all the Armenian and non-

Armenian patients who might find a

bone marrow match because of your ef-

forts, because of your donations of time

and money.” Subsequently Friedman

presented Dr. Jordan with a Certificate of

Recognition, issued by the California

State Assembly in honor of Walk of Life.

“The ABMDR walkathons are impor-

tant not only in terms of raising funds for

its life-saving mission, but with regard to

community outreach and raising public

awareness as well,” Mayor Zareh

Sinanyan said after he took the podium,

and added, “This is why my fellow City

Council members and I are extremely

proud to be supporting this cause.”

Following Sinanyan’s remarks, Areg

Boyamyan addressed the attendees,

speaking on behalf of Foundation Labo-

ratory and the Viazoi company. “For al-

most 20 years now, it’s been our honor to

support ABMDR through Foundation

Laboratory — and, this year, through Vi-

azoi,” Boyamyan said. “Today, Dr. Frieda

Jordan’s vision has become a truly global

phenomenon, and once again I’d like to

congratulate this organization’s tireless

leadership and volunteers, and you, our

community here in Los Angeles and

across the world, for your wonderful

dedication to this cause.”

The event’s last speaker was Senator

Anthony Portantino. “I am delighted to

be here today and as ever proud to be a

supporter of ABMDR,” the Senator said.

He went on to present Dr. Jordan with a

Certificate of Recognition from the Cali-

fornia State Senate, in honor of the

walkathon.

Following the ribbon-cutting cere-

mony, the 5-K walk-run looped through

central Glendale. The walkathon con-

cluded at the plaza of the Glendale City

building, where the festivities continued

into the day. The event also gave partici-

pants the opportunity to join the ranks of

ABMDR as potential bone marrow stem

cell donors, as many volunteers were on

hand to answer questions and welcome

new recruits.



ABMDR walkathon in Glendale  draws strong community support
Participants include elected officials, many youth teams

Mission Hills, Calif. The Ararat-Eski-

jian Museum (AEM), is pleased to an-

nounce an upcoming an illustrated talk

“The Whispering Witnesses of Time” by

Murat Bilir, an Armenian independent

researcher under the auspices of His Em-

inence Archbishop Hovnan Derderian

Primate of the Western Diocese of the Ar-

menian Church of North America. Satur-

day October 13th, 2018, 5PM at

Ararat-Eskijian Museum/ Sheen Chapel

15105 Mission Hills Rd., Mission Hills

Calif., 91345.

Mr. Murat Bilir will present “The

Whispering Witnesses of Time”, an illus-

trated talk about Anatolian metalwork.

He will specifically focus on Armenian

inscribed objects and pieces that were do-

nated to churches and monasteries and

gifted to loved ones. He will introduce

several of the Armenian masters of Ana-

tolian metalwork, which include Master

Hagop of Erzincan, Supreme Master

Kevork of Istanbul, Master Sarkis and

approximately 70 Armenian masters of

Antep/Ayntap. He will also reflect on

the beautiful sayings and messages on

these artifacts, which served as status

symbols for the elite in society. 

Mr. Bilir is an antiquarian who has

over 55 years of experience in the market.

He has established a prominent reputa-

tion in the area of metalwork and is well-

respected by fellow traders and

customers alike. Additionally, he is well-

known in the Istanbul community, where

he frequently gives talks, and has pub-

lished numerous articles about metal-

work. 

The event is dedicated to the mem-

ory of Sarkis and Varvara Keshishian,

whose private copper collection is dis-

played in the Ararat-Eskijian Museum

for the purpose of preservation of Ar-

menian craftsmanship. 

The event will be live-streamed on the
Museum’s website and Facebook page.

Free Admission  Open to the Public

“The Whispering
Witnesses of Time”
by Murat Bilir

Glendale, CA – Armenian author

from England, R. P. SEVADJIAN will be

in town to present her newly released

novel, THE DARKER SHADOW which

is a sequel to her previous book, IN THE

SHADOW OF THE SULTAN on TUES-

DAY, OCTOBER 16, 2018 at 7:30pm at

ABRIL BOOKSTORE - 415 E. Broadway,

Glendale, CA.  Admission is free with re-

ception to follow.

IN THE SHADOW OF THE SULTAN

is an adventure story of survival and

self-discovery. It provides an insight into

the way of life of Armenians in the Ot-

toman Empire. The story is set during

1896, at the height of the Hamidian Mas-

sacres. It follows an Armenian boy in his early teens who leaves

home and journeys with his beloved dog, Kaylo, and his faith-

ful mule, Vartoug, two hundred miles to his grandmother’s

town. On his journey he forms a better understanding of the

treatment of Armenians in the Ottoman

Empire. The newly released sequel, THE

DARKER SHADOW is written for

younger readers who do not know much

of the recent history of the Armenian

people. It is a coming of age novel that

tells the story of teenage twins, Bedros

and Dzovinar, who live in Aintab with

their uncle. The book tells of important

episodes such as The Battle of

Sarikamish, The Fall of Zeitoun, and The

Defence of Van among others.

R. P. SEVADJIAN was born and

raised in Africa. She now lives in the UK

and is currently researching the Armeni-

ans of Ethiopia and the work of her fa-

ther, B. A. Sevadjian.

Presented by Abril Bookstore.
CONTACT: Arno Yeretzian at Abril Bookstore (818) 243-4112,

noor@abrilbooks.com

R. P. Sevadjian to present new books set during fall of Ottoman Empire

Sharmazanov to
Azerbaijan parliament
speaker: You need to
recognize Karabakh’s right
to self-determination

YEREVAN. – Vice President of the Na-

tional Assembly (NA) of Armenia, Eduard

Sharmazanov, is participating in the third

international forum of the parliament

speakers of Eurasian countries, in Antalya,

Turkey.

Speaking at the event, Ogtay Asadov,

speaker of the National Assembly of Azer-

baijan, reflected on the Nagorno-Karabakh

(Artsakh) conflict, spoke about 20 percent

territory of Azerbaijan being “occupied” as

a result of this conflict, “military sepa-

ratism” of Armenia and Artsakh, and Ar-

menia being the “aggressor.”

In response, however, Sharmazanov

stated as follows: “Both Armenia and Art-

sakh support solely a peaceful settlement

of the problem. My Azerbaijani colleague

spoke about peaceful settlement of the

problem. Mr. Asadov, if you really want to

resolve the problem, then first of all, you

need to recognize the complete fulfillment

of Artsakh people’s right to self-determina-

tion.”
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