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RARE SCREENING
AND NEW TAKE ON
“MANDATE FOR
ARMENIA”

The Armenian Film Foundation and the

National Association for Armenian Studies

and Research (NAASR) will offer a rare

screening of J. Michael Hagopian’s historic

film “Mandate for Armenia” on Sunday,

November 11, at UCLA’s James Bridges

Theater at 2 pm.  The program “Mandate

for Armenia: J. Michael Hagopian’s 1987

Film Revisited on the Centenary of the First

Republic of Armenia and in the Year of the

Velvet Revolution,” is the second annual J.

Michael Hagopian Film Discovery Pro-

gram organized by the Armenian Film

Foundation and NAASR.

Discussion to Feature New Armenian

Consul Armen Baibourtian

Following the screening of the film, dis-

tinguished panelists will discuss its cre-

ation, the historical context of the events in

the film, and its current-day repercussions.

The panel features Dr. Armen Baibourtian,

newly appointed Armenian Consul Gen-

eral in Los Angeles; Dr. Carla Garapedian,

Filmmaker and Member, Board of Direc-

tors, Armenian Film Foundation; and Mr.

Marc A. Mamigonian, Director of Aca-

demic Affairs, National Association for Ar-

menian Studies and Research (NAASR);

with opening and closing words from

Narekatsi Chairholder Prof. S. Peter Cowe

and Hovannisian Chairholder Prof. Sebouh

Aslanian.

A Unique Look at This Pivotal Moment

in History

In 1918 the Republic of Armenia was

declared and immediately faced unimagin-

able dif-ficulties and threats to its survival.

There was strong sympathy for the plight

of Armenia among Americans and consid-

erable discussion in policy-making circles

about what America’s role could or should

be in ensuring Armenia’s future. This cul-

minated in the 1919 American military mis-

sion to Armenia led by Maj. Gen. James

Harbord and the debate over the U.S. as-

suming a mandate for Armenia.

In 1987, filmmaker Dr. J. Michael

Hagopian, working with film footage orig-

inally shot during the Harbord mission’s

travels in Western and Eastern Armenia,

augmented with addi-tional images and

commentary by historian Prof. Richard G.

Hovannisian, released the film Mandate for

Armenia, a unique document of this pivotal

historical episode.

Co-sponsored by the Richard G. Hov-

annisian Chair in Modern Armenian His-

tory at UCLA and the Narekatsi Chair in

Armenian Language and Literature at

UCLA, the November 11 program will take

place at 2:00 pm, at the James Bridges The-

ater, Melnitz Hall, UCLA.  This program is

free and open to the public. A reception will

immediately follow the program.  Parking

is available in Lot 3, 215 Charles E. Young

Drive North (at Hilgard Avenue).  For more

information about the program, contact

NAASR at (617) 489-1610 or hq@naasr.org.

ARMENIAN AMERICAN MUSEUM TO
HONOR STATE ASSEMBLY MEMBERS
AT INAUGURAL GALA

Glendale, CA – The Armenian American Museum and Cultural Center of California

will be honoring California State Assemblymember Adrin Nazarian and California State

Assembly Speaker Anthony Rendon at its Inaugural Gala on Sunday, December 9, 2018 at

the Ray Dolby Ballroom. Assemblymember Nazarian and Speaker Rendon will be recog-

nized for their leadership in securing $1 million in funding for the Museum from the State

of California in the 2016-2017 State budget.

In 2016, Assemblymember Adrin Nazarian initiated the funding request for the Ar-

menian American Museum in the State Assembly with the support of Assembly Speaker

Anthony Rendon. The 2016-2017 State budget was approved by the State Legislature and

signed by Governor Brown with $1 million earmarked for the Museum. The momentous

budget approval provided significant early funding and support for the landmark project

with the State of California as a key partner.

“The Armenian American Museum Board of Trustees are pleased to announce As-

semblymember Adrin Nazarian and Assembly Speaker Anthony Rendon as esteemed hon-

orees of the Inaugural Gala,” stated Museum Executive Chairman Berdj Karapetian. “We

look forward to celebrating our State Assembly officials for their early support of the de-

veloping cultural and educational center.”

Last week, the Armenian American Museum announced the prestigious Ray Dolby

Ballroom in Hollywood as the new venue for its Inaugural Gala. Due to popular demand,

the Inaugural Gala reached maximum capacity at its original venue and the new, larger

venue at the Ray Dolby Ballroom was selected to accommodate the hundreds of guests

expected at the highly anticipated event.

Glendale, CA – Abril

Bookstore and Publishing

will host the release event

for artist Seeroon Yeretz-

ian's new book written

after her diagnosis of ALS

(Lou Gehrig's Disease) ti-

tled, EVOLUTION IS MY

REVOLUTION: Woven

Words and Vivid Dreams

on Thursday, November

15, 2018 at 7:30pm at the

Glendale Central Library

Auditorium at 222 E. Harvard St, Glendale,

CA. Speakers include Arpi Sarafian, Harry

Mesrobian and Ani Aivazian. Admission is

free with reception to follow.

Evolution is My Revolution is a collec-

tion of writings by artist Seeroon Yeretzian

written after she was diagnosed with ALS

(Lou Gehrig's Disease) in 2012 and could

no longer use her hands to write and her

voice to speak. Seeroon wrote all of the

pieces in this book, letter by letter, using her

eyes on an eye-gaze tracking machine

called DynaVox EyeMax. It is full of

Seeroon's creativity, humor, wit, play, pain,

and frustration as she captures her ideas

and dreams during this most difficult chap-

ter of her life. Reflecting her unflinching

passion to live and diligence to create, these

written pieces are a message to all readers

to live life to the fullest and to not waste

any moment of it.

SEEROON YERETZIAN is an accom-

plished artist with diverse talents in paint-

ing, sculpture, and illustration. Born in 1951

at the Tiro refugee camp in Beirut, Lebanon,

Seeroon was exposed to both the beauty

and suffering of the world. This dichotomy

has emerged in her work in what she calls

her “Sunshine” and “Moonshine” art. The

“Sunshine” pieces are rich in color, show-

casing many life-giving

earthly elements and pro-

duced during daytime.

Conversely, the “Moon-

shine” pieces reflect

themes based on per-

sonal experiences rang-

ing from the Armenian

Genocide to homeless-

ness and self identity.

Recognized for reviving

the art of prehistoric Ar-

menian petroglyphs and

medieval Armenian ornamental art, her

masterpieces include the elaborate Four

Seasons and her 17 alphabets of different

languages executed in the tradition and

style of the Armenian ornate initials.

Seeroon received her Bachelor’s Degree in

Fine Arts in 1985 from the Otis-Parsons Art

Institute and School of Design. She has au-

thored three books, her self titled art book,

Seeroon Yeretzian, her book of poetry,

Word Weaving & Black Seat Confessions,

and her best-seller, Seeroon Darer: Armen-

ian Ornate Initials. This book served as the

artistic inspiration for the design of the Ar-

menian American Rose Float Association’s

award winning float in the 126th Annual

Rose Parade, entitled, Cradle of Civiliza-

tion. In 2014, the City of Glendale, Califor-

nia, bestowed upon her its “Lifetime

Achievement Award” for the arts. Al-

though she was diagnosed with Lou

Gehrig's disease in 2012, Seeroon continues

to create to this day. She has exhibited in

numerous solo and group shows and her

art is found in private collections and major

institutions. 

CONTACT: Arno Yeretzian at Abril Book-
store (818) 243-4112, noor@abrilbooks.com

Seeroon Yeretzian's new book to be released at
Glendale Library

Democrats win control of the House in
2018 midterms

Washington (CNN) - Democrats will

win control of the House of Representa-

tives in Tuesday's 2018 midterm elec-

tions, CNN projects.

The outcome is a significant victory

for Democrats after the party was locked

out of power in Washington following

the 2016 presidential election. It deals a

major blow to Republicans who will lose

their majority in the lower chamber and

is a significant setback for President

Donald Trump's agenda in Congress.

While a Democratic victory was far

from guaranteed, the party had been

viewed as a slight favorite to win the

House on Election Day.

Under a Democratic-controlled

House, Democrats will have more au-

thority and fewer constraints on their

ability to exercise oversight of the Trump

administration and could launch inves-

tigations into the President's finances, in-

cluding going after his tax returns, as

well as ramp up a probe into the possi-

bility that the Trump campaign colluded

with the Russian government to win the

White House, which Trump has denied.

Discussion about the possibility of

impeaching the President is also likely to

grow louder in a Democratic-controlled

House, despite the fact that Democratic

congressional leaders have tried to tamp

down on speculation that the party

might pursue impeachment -- at least at

this point.

Attention will now quickly shift to

the question of who will lead the party.

Pelosi has said she plans to run for

House speaker if Democrats flip the

House, but she has also said she views

herself as "a transitional figure," fueling

speculation about who will one day suc-

ceed her and whether she could face a

challenge in her bid for the top spot in

leadership in a new Congress.

Rep. Tim Ryan of Ohio, who chal-

lenged Pelosi unsuccessfully in 2016, has

left the door open to the possibility of

challenging the Democratic leader again,

while others are mulling a bid only if

Pelosi steps aside or if she were to be de-

feated in a run for speaker. House De-

mocrats are set to hold their leadership

elections the week after Thanksgiving.

On the Republican side, there will be

also be a leadership contest as House

Speaker Paul Ryan has announced he

would not seek re-election. House Ma-

jority Leader Kevin McCarthy is viewed

as the favorite to succeed Ryan and has

already been endorsed by the outgoing

speaker. 
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Sometimes We
Forget…
By ARVIN DEMERJIAN

I’m sure most of us have heard of

Alzheimer’s Disease and dementia, but

the two often get confused. For those

with family members with a dementia

case, it can sometimes get frustrating and

exhausting to explain things over and

over again. My grandmother recently

came from Lebanon to live with us here,

and she has been getting quite forgetful.

This past weekend, my parents and

grandmother visited other family mem-

bers and celebrated a one-year-old’s

birthday. The following day, my grand-

mother explained to other family mem-

bers that we had gone to an engagement

party. Whenever we correct her memory,

she says “yes inch kitnam.” This always

makes me laugh, especially in the morn-

ings when she asks me where I slept, for-

getting that I have my own room. She

often forgets that we have a bathroom

upstairs too, as well as forgetting that my

sister goes to school at UCLA.  She does-

n’t forget everything though, only the

newer memories. She can easily tell

someone a story from decades ago but

can’t remember what she did the day be-

fore.

Alzheimer’s falls under the umbrella

of dementia and makes up nearly 80% of

dementia cases. Alzheimer’s is a brain

disorder that slowly destroys memory

and thinking skills. It is a cause of de-

mentia, and progressively worsens as

time goes on. There is no cure for

Alzheimer’s, but there are studies being

done to find a way to prevent and slow

its progression. Doctors have told us to

keep showing my grandmother family

pictures, to do puzzles with her, and

keep her mind active in order to help

slow the progression by a little. To put it

in perspective, over half of the US popu-

lation has been affected by Alzheimer’s

disease in some way. It has become an

epidemic.

Although a very tragic and serious

disease, this has become somewhat of a

call to action for me. I have already

learned some things from my grand-

mother that I didn’t know before. The

recipes she would always make while I

was growing up, her stitching (tserako-

rdz), and all her funny stories. I can’t

wait to keep learning from my grand-

mother, about her hobbies, our culture,

and more about our family.

I don’t wait for the iPhone alarm. It’s

4:53AM, and I’m in the kitchen with the

percolating coffee, facing the computer

no longer in sleep mode. The mailbox

shows a dozen or so work-related emails.

I’m not obligated to answer them; the

workday hasn’t officially started. Yet, in

an act of penance, I’m checking and an-

swering emails written by my triad of

terrors and triumphs—students, teach-

ers, and parents. 

Who said being a principal is not a re-

warding profession? I believe the job pro-

vides moments of success fueled with

unfiltered exhilaration and unmedicated

rush. It ignites that unkempt force that

blasts boredom into smithereens. The

prerequisite of the profession is an MA in

Multitasking and a recommended PhD

in the following areas: Listening, Coun-

seling, Nursing, Scheduling and/or a de-

gree in a number of other action verbs.

Celebrations are aplenty; for example,

when Armenian takes precedence over

English on the playground, or when the

PTO raises enough funds for new library

books, or when teachers remember the

principal on Boss’s Day. Gratifications

are boundless—that unexpected compli-

mentary email, or that revitalizing thank-

ful text, or the phone call that sends the

receiver over the moon.  

If you have aspirations of becoming

an Armenian school principal, read this

paragraph at your discretion. Being a

workaholic is not a compliment; it is the

undisclosed requirement of the job. It is

the 11th Commandment: Thou shalt not

enjoy weekends, national holidays, and

summer breaks. Those are for the feeble-

minded. The chosen few will forgo fam-

ily functions—baptisms, Thanksgiving

dinners, funerals. Others will sacrifice

their children’s birthdays and wedding

anniversaries—simply put, their fami-

lies. It helps if a principal is blessed with

a saint for a spouse. “Sleep” is under-

rated. Family vacations are overrated.

Losing z’s over school budget, WASC ac-

creditation, assimilation of a culture,

shortage of qualified teachers (particu-

larly in science and math) are the accept-

able norm. Remember, the stale brew in

the coffee mug or the whistling teapot

will be your soulmate; take good care of

it. It will save you during difficult times

like those board meetings that last longer

than triathlons.  

I digress. I believe being a principal

could become a lonely existence. If not

careful, mundane administrative man-

dates could isolate the headmaster into

that seductive quicksand, the Office. Be-

hind closed doors, directives are spoken

through memos and evaluations are

spewed through computer screens. Bilin-

gual speechwriting requirements for

every other gobbledygook event, cou-

pled with other senseless chores, choke

the superhuman principal like the kryp-

tonite. Never mind the fact that the chil-

dren become marginalized because of

managerial duties. The lucky ones, the

veterans, know how to discern the good

from the abyss of helicopter parents, the

twilight zone of hypersensitive teachers,

and the vortex of students suffering from

entitlement. Every leader knows the se-

cret dictum: Only a handful suffer from

neediness yet cause great distress. There-

fore, going home bruised and broken like

Jake LaMotta from the Raging Bull is a

temporary setback, a tarnished badge of

honor for every principal.  

That is why, I believe, the principals

of Armenian schools in California de-

served the short, 24-hour getaway at the

Serra Retreat Center in Malibu. It was

time to recharge, reconnect, and return to

the core values of being leaders. It was

time to hear from experts like Dr. Lisa

Manuelian, Mrs. Nora Chitilian, MS,

LMFT, and Dr. Manuella Abrahamaian

about the common challenges and victo-

ries of serving the community. It was

time to distance ourselves from the dual-

ity of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde and con-

nect with everything that is good and

noble. Ms. Sanan Shirinian, the Principal

of Ari Guiragos Minassian School in

Santa Ana, wrote, “There is something

oddly comforting hearing about the

nearly identical challenges we all face. It

has me feeling somewhat hopeful that

there is a new dawn approaching and

our schools will come out stronger for it.”

In times of introspection, we were able to

draw strength from one another and

delve within the core of our passion, the

children. 

Do I love being the principal of an Ar-

menian school? Love is an understate-

ment. I believe every Armenian school

principal has responded to a calling, to

serve unconditionally and passionately

the children of our community. Like un-

dulating vessels on the vast sea of dias-

pora, we are at the helm of carrying the

children to the uncharted shores of the

21st century. We want them to possess

the scholarly advantage over their coun-

terparts and maintain their cultural

leverage over a wonderfully diverse

planet. Never mind the discouraging

few, we are grateful for all the sacrificial

steps our parents and teachers have

taken to nurture this sacred journey. We

are energized by the silent majority. We

hear you loud and clear through your

sporadic emails, text messages, and

phone calls. 

This I Believe
The Trails and Tribulations of Armenian School Principals
By SHAHE MANKERIAN

Back Row (L-R): Mr. John Kossakian form Cabayan Elementary School (North Hills), Mrs.
Arpi Avanesian from AGBU Manoogian-Demirdjian School (Canoga Park), Mrs. Sossi Shan-
lian from Ferrahian High School (Encino), Mr. Curtis Shamlin from Charlie Keyan Armenian
Community School (Clovis), Ms. Sanan Shirinian from Ari Guiragos Minassian Armenian

School (Santa Ana), Mrs. Lina Arslanian from Merdinian School (Sherman Oaks). 
Front Row (L-R): Sister Lucia from Armenian Sisters Academy (Montrose), Mrs. Maral Boyad-

jian from Sahag-Mesrob Armenian Christian School (Altadena), Mrs. Grace Andonian from
Krouzian-Zekarian-Vasbouragan Armenian School (San Francisco), Mr. Shahé Mankerian from

St. Gregory Hovsepian School (Pasadena). 

While matches with Henrikh Mkhitaryan, a mid-

fielder at Arsenal F.C., draw many of his fans to the sta-

dium, thousands of Armenians across the globe cheer

for him on screen, simultaneously taking pride in his

stellar athletic accomplishments. On November 3,

"Micki's" supporters and friends of the Armenian Gen-

eral Benevolent Union (AGBU) gathered at The Dorch-

ester in London to celebrate his achievements in football,

thank him for his humanitarian outreach and raise funds

for the two TUMOxAGBU Centers. 

Born in Yerevan in 1989, Mkhitaryan grew up dream-

ing of playing football. His passion for the sport began

watching his late father Hamlet Mkhitaryan-a footballer

who played for Armenia's national team and the local

Premier League in the 1980s. Starting in a senior club in

Armenia at 17, Mkhitaryan embarked on an interna-

tional career only four years later. His personal disci-

pline, intelligence and talent landed him contracts with

Borussia Dortmund and Manchester United F.C. Now,

an idol for youth, Mkhitaryan has empowered thou-

sands of Armenian children who look up to him, in-

spired by his drive and his love of his country. Involved

in charity projects early on in his career, he was ap-

pointed UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador in Armenia in

2016, and has worked with the organization vigorously

championing children's rights and access to education

and sports.

A convivial and festive atmosphere prevailed

throughout the gala, with Master of Ceremonies Camilio

Azzouz, who welcomed guests from across the globe,

HENRIKH MKHITARYAN HONORED AT AGBU LONDON GALA TO BENEFIT TUMOXAGBU CENTERS
FRENCH-ARMENIAN FOOTBALLER YOURI DJORKAEFF JOINS GUESTS FROM ACROSS THE GLOBE

Henrikh Mkhitaryan, with his family and friends, including
Youri Djorkaeff at the London Gala on November 3.

Cont. on p.9

NOR OR ENG. November 8:Layout 1  11/6/18  10:33 PM  Page 2



9Thursday« November 8, 2018
Üáñ úñ

In CitiMortgage Inc. v. Platinum Home Mortgage

Corp., 15-CV01242 (E.D. Missouri. filed Aug. 13, 2015),

CitiMortgage, Inc. sued Platinum Home Mortgage

Corp., JENKINS KAYAYAN LLP’s client, in federal

court in Missouri. CitiMortgage sought millions in dam-

ages, alleging that Platinum had failed to repurchase nu-

merous defective mortgage loans. Previously,

CitiMortgage had won over thirty similar repurchase

cases in Missouri state and federal courts on summary

judgment.  CitiMortgage’s attorneys refused any rea-

sonable settlement, bragging that they were “unde-

feated.” Lara and Jonathan spent two years battling an

army of attorneys from Bryan Cave and developed a

novel theory: CitiMortgage had itself violated the “cor-

rect or cure” notice provision contained in the corre-

spondent lender agreement between CitiMortgage and

each of its correspondent lenders across the country. In

July 2017, U.S. District Judge Jean C. Hamilton agreed

with JENKINS KAYAYAN LLP and issued a 32-page

order granting summary judgment to Platinum and dis-

missing CitiMortgage’s complaint in its entirety: a his-

toric first. The victory has effectively put all of

CitiMortgage’s mortgage repurchase litigation “on ice.”

The matter is pending on appeal in the Eighth Circuit.

This is not the first time Lara or Jonathan secures un-

precedented results for their clients.  In 2012, Lara sin-

glehandedly settled a $50 million lawsuit filed against

Home Savings of America.  The case involved a three

year old who was and expected to be in a coma for the

rest of his life - after almost drowning in a pool at the

residence owned by the bank.  Lara settled the case for

a few million dollars (the insurance limit).  

In 2013, in Residential Funding Company, LLC v.

Sierra Pacific Mortgage Company, Inc., 13-CV03511 (D.

Minn., filed Dec. 14, 2013), JENKINS KAYAYAN LLP

represented Sierra Pacific Mortgage Company, Inc.

(“Sierra”), the largest mortgage generating company in

California.  Residential Funding Company, LLC

(“RFC”), formerly one of the nation’s largest secondary

market mortgage loan investors went bankrupt in 2012.

In late 2013, RFC emerged from bankruptcy proceeding

as the ResCap Liquidating Trust and sued more than 80

of its former correspondent lenders in federal court in

Minnesota, including JENKINS KAYAYAN LLP’s client,

Sierra.  ResCap, represented by Quinn Emanuel, sought

more than $9 billion in combined damages for allegedly

defective mortgage loans sold to RFC, including hun-

dreds of millions of dollars from Sierra.   The cases were

subsequently consolidated and Lara and Jonathan not

only spear-headed Sierra’s defense, but were appointed

to the Joint Defense Steering Committee  (along with

prominent firms such as Wachtel, Lipton, Rosen,   &

Katz, Williams  & Connolly;  Munger, Tolles &  Olson;

and BuckleySandler), which formulated and coordi-

nated strategies implemented by all defendants.  Lara

and Jonathan pursued unique and aggressive strategies

on Sierra’s behalf, such as filing a daring counterclaim

against RFC and ResCap,

which ultimately knocked

out approximately 80% of

the “at issue” Sierra loans

and resulted in a published

opinion (now on appeal)

from the U.S. Bankruptcy

Court for the Southern Dis-

trict of New York. (In re Res-

idential Capital, LLC, 541

B.R. 202 (Bankr. S.D.N.Y.

2015)). Lara’s and Jonathan’s

“creative aggression” was

instrumental to securing a

confidential settlement with

ResCap, resulting in Sierra’s

dismissal in early 2017.

Lara is the Managing

Partner of JENKINS

KAYAYAN LLP, which she

founded with her husband,

Jonathan Jenkins in 2012.  Lara graduated from U.C.L.A

with a B.A. in English Literature, summa cum laude,

and with College Honors and received her J.D. from

Yale Law School in 2005.  

Lara launched her career at the international pow-

erhouse law firm, Latham & Watkins LLP, where she

worked on multi-billion-dollar complex tort actions,

mergers & acquisitions, private equity fund formation

transactions, and Intellectual Property (IP) transfer and

license transactions for Fortune 500 clients. 

Lara went on to become the youngest General Coun-

sel and Executive Vice-President in the history of Home

Savings of America (HSOA), a federal savings and loan

association that originated billions of dollars in mort-

gages annually. Lara managed HSOA’s entire legal de-

partment, supervising dozens of outside law firms in a

variety of litigation matters nationwide, including em-

ployment and TILA class actions, catastrophic personal

injury cases, insurance coverage disputes, and IP mat-

ters.  Lara then served as the interim General Counsel

for DTZ, a UGL Company, where she helmed the world-

wide legal department of a multi-billion dollar publicly

traded commercial real estate services firm. 

In 2012, the Armenian Bar Association designated

Lara as one of the “Top 20 U.S. Attorneys Under the Age

of 40.” Lara currently serves on the Los Angeles County

Bar Association’s Judicial Appointments Committee.

The Judicial Appointments Committee evaluates indi-

viduals who seek to be appointed as judges and makes

recommendations to the Governor of California based

on their evaluations of the candidates.  Lara also serves

on the Executive Committee of the Yale Law School As-

sociation.  The Executive Committee provides advisory

support to the law school

and Dean Heather K.

Gerken.  

Jonathan is a graduate of

Yale College where he re-

ceived a B.S. degree in

Chemistry, summa cum

laude and was class mar-

shal.  He graduated Har-

vard Law School in 1997,

cum laude.  Jonathan began

his career at Latham and

Watkins as well.  He is ac-

tive with the Yale Club of

Los Angeles and served for

many years on the Board of

Directors, including a two-

year term as President.  

Lara and Jonathan met

at a Yale Alumni event and

married within months.

They currently reside in La Canãda Flintridge with their

two sons, Michael and Daniel.

Lara Kayayan, Esq. and Jonathan Jenkins, Esq., of the Prominent Los Angeles Boutique Law Firm,
JENKINS KAYAYAN LLP, Become the First Attorneys in the Unites States to Have Defeated

CitiMortgage, Inc., in a Mortgage Repurchase Litigation

including French-Armenian football star Youri Djorka-

eff who joined the evening. Azzouz, a trustee of the

AGBU London Trust, spoke on the importance of

AGBU's strategic partnerships and the power of pro-

grams like TUMOxAGBU, which became a reality with

the support of AGBU Central Board Member and CEO

of Amber Capital Joseph Oughourlian who was inspired

to help expand the reach of the successful Tumo Centers

for Creative Technologies (TUMO). 

For Oughourlian, the night was one to highlight the

work of AGBU and TUMO, and also an opportunity to

note defining moments of Armenian national identity.

"Growing up in France there was a palpable shift in

pride as we watched Youri and the French National

Team win the country's first FIFA World Cup in 1998.

With his talent, he brought Armenians to the world of

football. And now, once again we beam with joy each

time Henrikh Mkhitaryan takes the field and we hear his

name cheered in the crowd. Henrikh has taken the op-

portunity to teach the world of football and its millions

of fans about Armenia. They are our success stories and

when one of us succeeds, we all succeed," Oughourlian

stated on stage. This is the third time that Oughourlian,

along with his wife Jenny, has generously hosted the

AGBU London Gala.

The highlight of the evening came when Mkhitaryan

himself, arriving shortly after his Arsenal F.C. match,

took the stage to accept the AGBU Global Excellence

Award. "I would like to thank AGBU and its leaders for

inviting me to be part of this great event organized to

support the education of our Armenian youth. I would

like to thank Youri for being a role model to me when I

was younger as I dreamt of playing professional foot-

ball. We have to inspire our youth and focus on provid-

ing them with new life opportunities to encourage them

to reach their goals. I am grateful to see the work of or-

ganizations like UNICEF, AGBU and TUMO," he said.

Since their inception in 2015, the TUMOxAGBU Cen-

ters have touched the lives of 3,000 students. These state-

of-the-art facilities offer bright, promising students

access to free hands-on programs, helping them discover

their talents, acquire new digital skills and boost their

creativity. Building on its mission to make innovative

and quality education accessible to more young people,

AGBU continues to help shape the next generation of

skilled and educated Armenians through various pro-

grams and initiatives, including the partnership with

TUMO, which yielded the establishment of these cen-

ters.

The spirit of the night did not waiver. In fact, the ex-

citement built and lasted. AGBU President Berge Se-

trakian concluded the evening which raised over

$230,000, saying: "Each generation of Armenians must

have their heroes-ones who embrace their identity and

share it with the world, as well as ones who encourage

us all to strive for excellence. From Aram Khachaturian

to the late Charles Aznavour, this has always been the

case. Today we have this wonderful role model for our

youth. Henrikh, you exemplify all that we think of as a

true citizen of the world. Thank you for continuing to

bring pride to us all."



HENRIKH MKHITARYAN HONORED AT AGBU LONDON GALA...
Cont. from p.8
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Mission Hills, CA – The Board of

Trustees of the Ararat Home of Los An-

geles (the Home) announces the pur-

chase of almost 13 acres of land just west

of its Mission Hills Campus.  The prop-

erty was purchased from the Ararat

Home’s two long-time neighbors,

friends of the Home and the community,

Dr. Otto Klinger and Mr. Harold Stur-

geon over the last 5 months.  

Although still in the early stages of

design, the Home is planning to build

facilities ranging from independent liv-

ing, assisted living, skilled nursing and

memory care facilities.  The design in-

cludes beautiful park-like grounds,

trails, activity center and parking for

over 400 cars.  Derik Ghookasian, COO

of the Ararat Home said “We are excited

for the opportunities this endeavor pres-

ents toward building greater capacity to

meet the growing needs of the Armen-

ian community. With this expansion,

Ararat Home will become a continuing

care retirement community and will be

able to provide even more comprehen-

sive care for our elderly.”

“There are many people to thank for

making this happen including the

Board’s Long-Term Planning Commit-

tee, The Home’s COO, Dr. Klinger, Mr.

Sturgeon, Stephen Hampar of Hampar

Properties who volunteered his services,

George Phillips, Jr. of Phillips Law Part-

ners, as well as past and present Board

of Trustees members” said Michael

Surmeian, Chairman of the Board of

Trustees.  “The continued support of the

Armenian Community, the Ararat

Guilds and numerous Armenian organ-

izations and the Home’s benefactors

have made this purchase possible.  This

support has helped secure the legacy of

the Ararat Home for the next 100 years.

As we celebrate our 71st year, starting

with just 14 residents, to today with two

locations housing hundreds of residents,

top notch employees and management,

we can all feel proud that this work; our

work, makes a meaningful difference in

people’s lives. 

Our main campus in Mission Hills

also includes facilities that serve the Ar-

menian community. The George Deuk-

mejian Center’s Grand Ballroom

provides a space for community events

and gatherings. Sheen Memorial Chapel

is a house of worship appropriate for

holding various religious services. The

ethnographic Ararat-Eskijian Museum

preserves the history and heritage of the

Armenian people and educates the com-

munity through its collection of artwork

and artifacts, a research library, and an

ongoing series of scholarly presenta-

tions and cultural events. 

As Ararat embarks on this new ven-

ture, the financial and moral support of

the community is of utmost importance.

We invite the community to visit our

beautiful campuses and get acquainted

with the monumental achievements of

the Home.  Contributions to the Home

are tax deductible and can be made by

contacting the facilities.

The Ararat Home More
Than Doubles the Size of
its Mission Hills Campus
with 12.7 Acre Property

Purchase

PASADENA, CA - A sold-out crowd laughed out loud all

night during An Evening of Comedy, hosted by the Tekeyan

Cultural Association Metro Los Angeles chapter on Saturday,

October 27 at The Rococo Room.

The event marked the kick-off for the newly formed chapter

that seeks to uphold the Armenian culture through arts and ed-

ucational programming and activities. Headlining the night's

comedy line-up was Harout Soghomonian, along with per-

formers Maro Ajemian and Narine Avakian. All three drew on

the nuances of daily life while connecting with audiences and

inciting laughter. 

"Organizing an event like this requires devotion and deter-

mination and I saw that first-hand in the dynamic committee

members," said Soghomonian. "Keep gathering young crowds

for future events and you will always be successful." 

A wide range of generations attended the event, socializing

with friends and learning more about the TCA Metro Los An-

geles chapter as committee member Mihran Toumajan served as

the evening's master of ceremonies and elaborated on the aim of

the group, which also includes Carl Bardakian, chairman, Alek-

san Giragosian, vice-chairman, Shahnour Hovsepian, treasurer,

Armand Yerjanian, secretary, Taleen Babayan, media, and mem-

bers Maral Kojayan Beylerian, Hasmig Chilingirian Karayan,

Talene Hachikian, Armen Toumajan and Arno Yeretzian. 

"Congratulations to the TCA Metro LA committee for bring-

ing a new generation of Armenians together," said Ajemian. "I

hope everyone enjoyed the show as much as I enjoyed per-

forming."

"We are grateful to Harout, Maro and Narine for making our

inaugural event a memorable evening," said Bardakian. "We are

thankful for the tremendous support we received and because

of the positive feedback we are already planning our next com-

edy night."

The TCA Metro Los Angeles chapter has a full slate of events

in the year ahead, including an educational discussion on Cap-

tain Jim Chankalian on November 18 and a cultural event on

February 9, 2019 featuring the Element Band Trio. 

"This event was a breath of fresh air for young professionals,

leaders and community families hosted by a major cultural or-

ganization that is bridging the Armenian Diaspora communi-

ties with one another," said committee member Hasmig

Chilingirian Karayan. "We hope that TCA continues to lead the

way in preserving our culture." 

TALEEN BABAYAN

TCA Metro Los Angeles Chapter Comedy Night

Maro Ajemian, Harout Soghomonian and Narine Avakian

ARMENIAN AMERICAN MUSEUM ANNOUNCES RAY DOLBY
BALLROOM AS NEW VENUE FOR INAUGURAL GALA

Glendale, CA – The Armenian Amer-

ican Museum and Cultural Center of

California has announced the presti-

gious Ray Dolby Ballroom in Hollywood

as the new venue for its Inaugural Gala

on Sunday, December 9, 2018. Due to

popular demand, the Inaugural Gala

reached maximum capacity at the origi-

nal venue with more than one month

until the event. The new, larger venue at

the Ray Dolby Ballroom was selected to

accommodate the hundreds of guests expected at the highly an-

ticipated event.

The deadline for reserving tickets has been extended to No-

vember 26, 2018.

“We are grateful for the tremendous outpouring of support

and excitement for the Armenian American Museum’s Inaugu-

ral Gala,” stated Museum Executive Chairman Berdj Karapet-

ian. “We look forward to celebrating the landmark project with

a memorable evening at the prestigious Ray Dolby Ballroom in

Hollywood.”

The Gala will be the signature event

of the year for the Armenian American

Museum. The inaugural event will bring

together donors, supporters, public offi-

cials, and community leaders for a mem-

orable evening to celebrate and support

the landmark project.

The Armenian American Museum

will be the first world class cultural and

educational center of its kind in America.

The Museum program will feature a Permanent Armenian Ex-

hibition, Traveling Multicultural Exhibitions, Performing Arts

Theater, Learning Center, Museum Archives, Café, and Gift

Shop.

Additional Gala honorees and special guests will be an-

nounced in the coming weeks.

To reserve tickets and learn more about sponsorship oppor-

tunities for the Inaugural Gala, visit www.ArmenianAmerican-

Museum.org/Gala.
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