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A PUBLICATION OF ARMENIAN DEMOCRATIC LIBERAL PARTY, WESTERN DISTRICT COMMITTEE OF THE UNITED STATES

Thursday, November 22, 2018
Vol. 96, #45

JOINT APPEAL OF THE
MAJOR ARMENIAN ORGANIZATIONS OF

THE WESTERN UNITED STATES

ACTING in the spirit of pan-Armenian unity,
EMBRACING the will of the people of Armenia to create a more just and open

society,
CONSIDERING development of Armenia and Artsakh as an undisputed prior-

ity for the Armenian Diaspora,
RECOGNIZING the remarkable achievements of Hayastan All-Armenian Fund

and its global partners, which, for the past 26 years has united all major Diaspora-
based Armenian organizations around the world under the mission of providing
large-scale development and humanitarian assistance to the Homeland,

SUPPORTING the determination of the new leadership of Hayastan All-Ar-
menian Fund to drastically enhance organizational transparency and accountabil-
ity,

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED 
REAFFIRM our unequivocal support to the mission and goals of Hayastan All-

Armenian Fund and
CALL on each and every Armenian-American to bring his or her generous par-

ticipation in the upcoming International Thanksgiving Day Telethon to air live on
Thursday, November 22, 2018, dedicated to introducing modern agricultural tech-
nologies such as deep-water wells and drip irrigation systems as well as installa-
tion of solar energy systems, which will contribute greatly to agricultural
development, job creation and energy independence of Armenia and Artsakh.  

It is up to each and every Armenian to help Armenia and Artsakh develop and
prosper.

Archbishop Hovnan Derderian
Primate of the Western Diocese of the Arm. Apostolic Church of North America  

Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian
Prelate of the Western Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America 

Reverend Berj Jambazian
Minister to the Armenian Evangelical Union of North America

Bishop Mikael Mouradian
Armenian Catholic Eparchy of U.S. and Canada 

Dr. Raffi Balian
Chairman, Armenian Democratic Liberal (Ramgavar) Party, U.S. Western Region

Avedik Izmirlian
Co-Chairman, Armenian Revolutionary Federation, Western U.S. Central Committee           

Talin Yacoubian
Chair, AGBU Western District Committee  

Silva Poladian
Chair, Armenian Relief Society of Western USA

Mihran Toumajan
Western Region Director, Armenian Assembly of America

November 16, 2018
Los Angeles, CA, USA

Glendale, CA (November 20, 2018) – The Ar-

menian American Museum and Cultural Center of

California has announced Fox 11 Morning News

Anchor/Reporter Araksya Karapetyan as the Mas-

ter of Ceremonies of the Inaugural Gala on Sun-

day, December 9, 2018 at the prestigious Ray Dolby

Ballroom in Hollywood

Born in Gyumri, Armenia, Araksya Karapetyan

and her family immigrated to the United States

and settled in Southern California when she was

seven years old. Her passion for journalism was

born during a summer visit to Armenia when she

interviewed and captured the stories of Armenia

citizens. She launched her TV career as an intern

at KABC-TV Channel 7. Karapetyan currently

serves as a News Anchor/Reporter on the widely

watched Fox 11 Morning News in Los Angeles.

“It is truly an honor to serve as the Master of Ceremonies for the highly antici-

pated Armenian American Museum Inaugural Gala at the prestigious Dolby Ball-

room,” stated Fox 11 Morning News Anchor/Reporter Araksya Karapetyan. “The

Armenian American Museum is a landmark project that is going to be our legacy for

our children and is going to serve generations to come.”

The Gala will be the signature event of the year for the Armenian American Mu-

seum. The inaugural event will bring together donors, supporters, public officials,

and community leaders for a memorable evening to celebrate and support the land-

mark project.

The Armenian American Museum will be the first world class cultural and edu-

cational center of its kind in America. The Museum program will feature a Perma-

nent Armenian Exhibition, Traveling Multicultural Exhibitions, Performing Arts

Theater, Learning Center, Museum Archives, Café, and Gift Shop.

To reserve tickets and learn more about sponsorship opportunities for the Inau-

gural Gala, visit www.ArmenianAmericanMuseum.org/Gala.

The deadline for reserving tickets is November 26, 2018.

ARAKSYA KARAPETYAN TO EMCEE
ARMENIAN AMERICAN MUSEUM

INAUGURAL GALA

YEREVAN. – If the CSTO members

fail to achieve consensus at the upcom-

ing summit on December 6, we will

continue working to achieve consensus,

since decisions within the CSTO are

made in this way, Armenia's acting PM

Nikol Pashinyan told reporters on Tues-

day.

Asked whether Yerevan plans to re-

spond to the statement by Belarus For-

eign Ministry, Pashinyan said: “The

Armenian side has already responded

to this. I said what I was going to say.

My interlocutor here is the President of

Belarus. I will repeat what I said with-

out any doubt. I will do what I’ve said,

namely I will ask for explanations for

what has happened and on other

processes. This is not something new,

this happened in the past and will con-

tinue. Anyhow, we are not going to

keep silence in connection with the is-

sues that are in the interests of Armenia.

We are going to consistently defend the

interests of Armenia, also among our

partners”.

Commenting on the fact that Belarus

and Azerbaijan signed a memorandum

after the exchange between Yerevan

and Minsk, and whether this can be a

response of Belarus, Pashinyan recalled

that a treaty on the supplies of Polonez

rocket launchers was signed three

months ago, when Armenia’s represen-

tative was the CSTO Secretary General.  

“Our position is clear. We condemn

these deals and we believe they contra-

dict the interests and the spirit of coop-

eration within the CSTO. As I have

already said, at this stage the most im-

portant task is as follows: we should re-

ceive clarifications, and it should be

clear to each country which are their ob-

ligations to partners and the organiza-

tion, and at the same time

organization’s commitment to the coun-

tries. We fulfill our allied obligations,

but we, unfortunately, cannot say the

same when it comes to a number of

partners,” he said.

Acting PM added that Armenia’s

goal is to give new content to the CSTO,

to clarify relations and obligations, to

have mutually predictable and trans-

parent relations.



Pashinyan: Belarus arms sales to Azerbaijan
contradict spirit of CSTO
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Abril Bookstore to Celebrate 40 Years with an Evening of Thanks

Glendale, CA - Local Armenian cultural institution, ABRIL BOOKSTORE will celebrate its 40th Anniversary with an

evening of giving thanks to all the people who have been a part of its family on Thursday, November 29, 2018 at 7:30pm at

the Glendale Central Library Auditorium at 222 E. Harvard St, Glendale, CA. Admission is free with reception to follow. For

more information, call (818) 243-4112.

Abril Bookstore was founded in 1978 by brothers Noubar and Harout Yeretzian, along with their wives, Seta and Seeroon.

It was the first Armenian bookstore in Los Angeles which became a cultural hub for the community, providing a meeting

place for many intellectuals. In addition to books, Abril offered publishing and printing services as well as a literary and cul-

tural magazine that covered the work of Armenian authors, both local and from abroad. In 1998, Abril moved to Glendale.

Its role as a cultural center was developed further when Harout's son, Arno Yeretzian took over after his father's passing in

2010. Abril Bookstore is now a thriving center that hosts a multitude of events including author events, film screenings, mu-

sical concerts and art exhibitions. It holds a very unique collection of Armenian books of different eras and from different cor-

ners of the world.

On occasion of their 40th anniversary, Abril will host a celebratory event to name and thank all those who have been part

of the Abril family and have made a significant contribution to its welfare and survival. All are welcome.

On Sunday, November 11, 2018, on be-

half of AGBU, longtime AGBU supporters

and members, Dr. and Mrs. Hayk and

Teresa Haryapetian, hosted a fundraising

reception at their home for the Armenian

American Museum. Mrs. Hayrapetian is an

active committee member of AGBU Hye

Geen. In attendance were multiple Mu-

seum Committee Board Members includ-

ing chair of the Executive Committee, Berdj

Karapetian, the Architect Aram Alajajian,

Armenian American Museum Board mem-

ber and AGBU Western District Chair, Talin

Yacoubian, and Glendale City Coun-

cilmember Paula Devine. 

The fundraising reception was a huge

success garnering commitments of five new

founder circle members, and multiple do-

nations that will be used towards the exe-

cution and completion of the project.

Councilmember Paula Devine also made a

personal donation.   

“I would like to extend my deepest

gratitude to Dr. and Mrs. Hayk and Teresa

Hayrapetian for opening their home for

this very important project, and my special

thanks to Paula Devine for her steadfast

support of the Museum and her donation,”

expressed AGBU Western District Chair,

Talin Yacoubian.

The Armenian American Museum proj-

ect is heavily supported by the City of

Glendale and the Armenian community at

large. The museum will be a historic land-

mark for the Armenian people in the heart

of Glendale, California. The fundraising re-

ception was the first of many more

fundraisers that will be hosted in homes

around the greater Los Angeles area to raise

awareness and help complete the massive

project!


AGBU Helps Raise Over $55,000 for
Armenian American Museum

Left to Right: Hayk Hayrapetian, Art Divine, Talin Yacoubian, Aram Alajajian, Paula Di-
vine, Gevork Alajajian, Maro Alajajian, Teresa Hayrapetian, Varuj Babikian

The 99th Annual Meeting of the Ar-

menian Missionary Association of Amer-

ica (AMAA) was held at the United

Armenian Congregational Church of Los

Angeles, CA on Saturday, October 20,

2018. AMAA President Nazareth

Darakjian, M.D. presided over the meet-

ing. Rev. Haroutune Selimian, President

of the Armenian Protestant Community

of Syria offered a prayer and a short de-

votion based on Jeremiah 29:11 “For this,

we are called to embody this Word of

God: 'I know the plans that I have for

you', declares the Lord.  'They are plans

for peace and not disaster, plans to give

you a future filled with hope'.”  Reflect-

ing on people's pressures, problems and

pain, he said hope liberates people from

hopelessness and gives them direction

and purpose for life. "We simply cooper-

ate with God," he said, "for He has plans

for us."

During the meeting AMAA Officers,

Directors and Committee Chairs, as well

as delegates of the Armenian Evangelical

Unions, the Armenian Evangelical World

Council and affiliated organizations

shared their joys and concerns and

praised God for another successful year.

The general membership of the

AMAA elected the following nine mem-

bers to the Board of Directors Class of

2021 for a term of three years:  Bryan Ag-

babian, Bryan Bedrosian, Rev. Dr. Avedis

Boynerian, John Cherkezian, Mark Kass-

abian, Esq., Louis Kurkjian, Heather

Ohaneson, Ph.D., Michele Simourian and

Ken Kevorkian.

In conjunction with the AMAA An-

nual Meeting, the Armenian Evangelical

World Council held its meeting on Octo-

ber 18 and 19.  

On Sunday, October 21, members and

guests joined the United Armenian Con-

gregational Church of Los Angeles for a

special Worship Service.  Rev. Dr. Paul

Haidostian, President of Haigazian Uni-

versity, preached in English and Rev.

Hovhannes Hovsepyan, Pastor of the

Evangelical Church of Armenia in Yere-

van, preached in Armenian. A special

prayer was offered in memory of AMAA

members and friends who made the

transition from this life to Life Eternal

during the past year. Rev. Dr. Vahan H.

Tootikian officiated at the installation of

the newly elected members of the Board

of Directors

We take this opportunity to thank the

members of the United Armenian Con-

gregational Church and their pastors for

hosting the Annual Meeting and for wel-

coming us with great warmth, hospital-

ity, delicious meals and enthusiasm. We

pray that God will continue to abun-

dantly bless this congregation and their

ministry.



AMAA Holds 99th Annual Meeting 
Elects New Board Members for Class of 2021

On Sunday, November 11, 2018,

Joseph Kanimian, Esq., Chairman if the

Diocesan Council visited St. Garabed Ar-

menian Apostolic Church of the Desert

and met with the Parish Priest Rev. Fr.

Krikor Zakaryan. 

The visit coincided with the annual

Armenian Cultural festival organized by

the church attracting a large number of

people.

Mr. Kanimian and Rev. Fr. Krikor Za-

karyan toured the facility and discussed

general issues related to the Parish. The

Chairman wished the Parish Priest con-

tinued success in his God pleasing mis-

sion and relayed the Primate’s and

Diocesan Council’s well wishes to the

Parish Council, Auxiliary bodies, parish-

ioners and the desert communities. 

DIOCESAN COUNCIL
CHAIRMAN VISITS
ST. GARABED CHURCH
OF THE DESERT
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Los Angeles, CA!"#In 1971, Dr. Sarkis

Karayan, was asked by his professor,

Dr. Stanley Kerr, to calculate how many

Armenians were killed in the Genocide

of 1915 perpetrated by Ottoman Turkey.

Karayan realized that to answer that

question, a different question needed to

be asked:  “How many Armenians lived

in Ottoman Turkey before the Genocide

began?” Though he was a medical doc-

tor, Karayan took on Kerr’s request and

began what would become a lifelong re-

search project that culminated in his

writing a 674-page book, Armenians in

Ottoman Turkey, 1914: A Geographical

and Demographic Gazetteer.

This landmark volume, the first of its kind, contains

a meticulously researched and footnoted list of more

than 4,000 Armenian-inhabited towns and villages in

1914 and a census of how many Armenians lived in

Turkey in the early 20th century.

Karayan fell ill and passed away before the book

was published. Thanks to his wife, Dr. Silva Karayan,

the volume was published last month by the Gomidas

Institute in London with support from the George Ig-

natius Foundation and the Armenian Film Foundation.

Gomidas Institute publisher Ara Sarafian was re-

cently in Los Angeles and Fresno to launch the book at

events at the Western Diocese of the Armenian Church,

Abril bookstore and Cal State University in Fresno.

At Abril, on October 23, Sarafian told a full house,

“This is the first English language book dealing with the

demographic profile of Ottoman Armenians on such a

massive scale.  It is the result of several decades of prob-

ing Armenian, Turkish, German and French books,

maps and archival sources.”

Armenians in Ottoman Turkey,

1914 is a reference book for anyone

wanting to know more about their

roots in Turkey before the Genocide.

In Fresno, Sarafian told the audience

at an event on October 25 hosted by

Cal State University Professor Barlow

Der Mugerditchian, that “successive

Turkish governments have continued

with Turkification programs,” includ-

ing renaming hundreds of Armenian

villages starting in 1959, which has

made it nearly im-

possible for peo-

ple to find the birthplaces of their

ancestors.

The book solves that problem

because the index lists more than

4,000 names of towns and villages

in their original Armenian names

and the new Turkish names. The

index refers the reader to the

Gazetteer in the book, where the

exact longitude and latitude and

population figures are provided for

the once Armenian-inhabited towns

and villages in Ottoman Turkey.

Karayan’s work literally puts Armenians back onto

the map of Turkey. According to his research, there were

2,534,784 Armenians in the Ottoman Empire in 1914 -

and 2,185,000 of them disappeared during World War I.

He footnotes every single population statistic for the

4,093 places in Turkey where Armenians lived.

On October 26, at the Western Diocese headquarters,

under the auspices of Archbishop Hovnan Derderian, a

panel of scholars led by Dr. Carla Garapedian of the Ar-

menian Film Foundation discussed Karayan’s massive

new study.  Panelists included Ara Sarafian, Dr.

Garabed Moumdjian, Crispin Brooks from the USC

Shoah Foundation and Dr. Garbis Der Yeghiayan.

Brooks spoke about the importance of Karayan’s

study for the Armenian Genocides Testimonies collec-

tion at the USC Shoah Foundation Visual History

Archive. The Shoah Foundation was given an early

draft of the book in 2016, and has used it regularly since

then in order to establish where survivors in the Ar-

menian collection came from.  Many of these places are

simply not on the modern Turkish

map, Brooks asserted. Karayan’s

study has provided key geographi-

cal data for each Armenian Geno-

cide survivor, showing where each

person lived, in terms of longitude

and latitude.   

Dr. Garbis Der Yeghiayan said

that finding Armenian towns and

villages during the many pilgrim-

ages he has led to Turkey over the

past 20 years has been a real chal-

lenge.   On his next journey in 2019,

he said there would be a difference.

“I will not be leading it,” he said

holding up Karayan’s book.  “Dr. Sarkis Karayan will

be the leader.” 

Armenians in Ottoman Turkey, 1914: A Geographical

and Demographic Gazetteer is available on Amazon via

the Gomidas Institute (gomidas.org) and the Armenian

Film Foundation (armenianfilm.org).

NEW BOOK PUTS ARMENIANS BACK ON THE MAP IN TURKEY 
Census of 4,000 Armenian-Inhabited Towns and Villages

Proves Population of 2.5 Million in 1914

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The Ar-

menian Assembly of America (Assem-

bly) is pleased to announce the

additions of more young profession-

als, Armineh Ghazarian and Narek Se-

vacheryan, as new State Chairs in

Maryland and New York, respectively,

who will help promote Assembly ini-

tiatives in their communities.

"The Armenian Assembly has al-

ways encouraged the next generation

across the nation to get more involved

in their communities and learn more about Armenian American

advocacy efforts, starting with our internship program for college-

aged students in Washington, D.C. and reaching out to young pro-

fessionals to get more involved. We look forward to working with

Armineh and Narek to help with our advocacy efforts in their

home states," Assembly Executive Director Bryan Ardouny said.

Armineh Ghazarian earned her Bachelor's Degree from the

University of Maryland, and graduated from Georgetown Uni-

versity School of Medicine with a Master's Degree of Science in

Biotechnology, Bio-business and McDonough School of Business

with a Master's Degree of Science in Finance. She is based in Sil-

ver Spring, and works at Georgetown University as the Financial

Analyst and Grant Manager at the Lombardi Cancer Center. She

is an active member of St. Mary Armenian Apostolic Church, and

has served as Chairwoman and Treasurer of the Armenian Church

Youth Organization of America, as well as Founder and Chair of

the College Career Center at St. Mary.

Narek Sevacheryan is a Financial Advisor with The Bieber

Group at Morgan Stanley, providing forward thinking financial

strategy to high net worth families, family offices, and interna-

tional clients in New York City. He previously worked at the Cen-

ter for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) in Washington,

D.C., where he contributed to publications with leading scholars

focusing on foreign policy and national security analyses in Eura-

sia. While in school, he served as the President of the Armenian

Society of Columbia University, where he organized multiple

talks and discussions related to Armenia and Artsakh, including

a panel featuring Armenian Assembly Co-Chair Van Krikorian on

Armenian-American and Russian-Ar-

menian relations in the context of cur-

rent developments. In 2014, as part of

his Luys Scholarship Program, he par-

ticipated in the "Develop Armenia To-

gether" program where he helped

create an economic development plan

for Shushi in Artsakh.

"We welcome our new State

Chairs, as well as thank the current

State Chairs and Committees who

have been active in their communities throughout the year. It was

especially significant to have so many travel to our nation's capi-

tal and join us for our National Advocacy Conference & Gala,"

stated Armenian Assembly Co-Chairs Anthony Barsamian and

Van Krikorian. "We look forward to continuing this momentum,

and encourage every State Chair to reach out to their local repre-

sentatives, especially those who are newly elected, and share with

them the issues and concerns for the Armenian American com-

munity."

Arizona State Co-Chair Dede Krikorian, California State Chair

Valina Agbabian, Illinois State Chair Jim Keledjian, Ohio State

Chair Ara Bagdasarian, Pennsylvania State Chair Paul Sookiasian,

Rhode Island State Chair Narine Emdjian, and Virginia State

Chair Meganoosh Avakian all participated in the Assembly's 2018

National Advocacy Conference & Gala this fall. Moreover, the As-

sembly's Southern California Regional Council members Al

Cabraloff, Lisa Kalustian, Jim Melikian, Margaret Mgrublian,

Joyce Stein, and Talin Yacoubian, Northern California Regional

Council member David Ojakian, and Orange County Regional

Committee member Nicole Nishanian all actively participated in

the Conference, Advocacy Day, and Gala. 

"In addition to our hardworking State Chairs, we would like

to extend our congratulations to the Assembly State Chair in

South Carolina, Richard Harpootlian, who was sworn into the

State Senate last week, representing District 20 of South Carolina.

We are inspired by every Armenian American who takes part in

the American democratic process and runs for an elected posi-

tion," the Co-Chairs added.

ARMENIAN ASSEMBLY OF AMERICA WELCOMES
YOUNG PROFESSIONALS AS NEW STATE CHAIRS IN
MARYLAND AND NEW YORK

Armenia ballet dancer dies
14 days after road accident

Vahagn Margaryan, a dancer at the

Opera and Ballet National Academic The-

ater in Armenia’s capital city of Yerevan,

has died Tuesday morning at a Yerevan

hospital.

Armenian News-NEWS.am has

learned the aforementioned from the

friends of the 23-year-old ballet dancer.

The said medical center also confirmed this

information.

On November 6, two cars had collided

on the Yerevan-Ashtarak motorway. As a

result, the driver and four passengers of

one of these vehicles had suffered injuries

and were hospitalized. Vahagn Margaryan

also was in this car, and among the injured.

California wildfires seen
costing insurers up to $13
billion

The Camp and Woolsey fires that have

ravaged towns and killed dozens could

cost insurers between $9 billion and $13 bil-

lion, Bloomberg reported.

Those estimates include the damage to

properties and cars, as well as the cost to

cover business interruption, according to

an estimate Monday from risk modeler

RMS. That makes this the second wildfire

season in a row where insured losses could

top $10 billion.

The Camp Fire, which accounts for the

bulk of those losses, has killed at least 77

people and destroyed the town of Paradise

in northern California, while the Woolsey

Fire ripped through Malibu, resulting in

over 250,000 evacuations, according to

RMS. The company has been developing a

wildfire model to help measure the risk.
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