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WASHINGTON, D.C. – In the House of

Representatives, the Members of the Con-

gressional Caucus on Armenian issues had

a strong showing with the overwhelming

majority (over 92 percent) of those seeking

re-election winning in the 2018 midterm

elections, including Co-Chairs Representa-

tives Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-NJ), Jackie Speier

(D-CA), David Valadao (R-CA) and Vice

Co-Chairs Adam Schiff (D-CA) and Gus

Biliraks (R-FL), the Armenian Assembly of

America (Assembly) reported.  

"We congratulate all of our friends in

Congress on their victories, and look for-

ward to meeting with the new Members

when the 116th Congress begins," stated

Armenian Assembly Executive Director

Bryan Ardouny. "The Armenian Assembly

also appreciates the strong support of our

friends who will not be returning to Con-

gress and wish them every success, espe-

cially outgoing House Foreign Affairs

Chairman Ed Royce (R-CA) and Armenian

Caucus Co-Chair Dave Trott (R-MI)," he

added.

Founded in 1995, the Congressional

Caucus on Armenian Issues is an informal,

bipartisan group of legislators dedicated to

maintaining and strengthening the U.S.-Ar-

menia relationship. The coordinated efforts

of this diverse coalition of Congressional

friends of Armenia and the Armenian

American community help to raise aware-

ness of Armenian American issues on Capi-

tol Hill, with the White House, and with

the American people.

In addition to Rep. Speier and Rep.

Anna Eshoo (D-CA), Armenian American

newcomer Anthony Brindisi (D-NY) has

just been elected as Congressman in Cen-

tral New York's 22nd District representing

Utica, Rome, Cortland, and Binghamton.

While Armenian Caucus Members

were unquestionably successful at the bal-

lot box this cycle, 13 members will not re-

turn for the 116th Congress due to

retirement or because they sought other of-

fice, including Speaker of the House Paul

Ryan (R-WI), House Foreign Affairs Com-

mittee Chairman Ed Royce (R-CA), Ar-

menian Caucus Co-Chair Dave Trott

(R-MI), and Representatives Luis Gutierrez

(D-IL), Rep. Darrell Issa (R-CA), Ruben Ki-

huen (D-NV), Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL),

Sander Levin (D-MI), Frank LoBiondo (R-

NJ)  Jared Polis (D-CO), Kyrsten Sinema (D-

AZ), Niki Tsongas (D-MA), and Tim Walz

(D-MN), with Reps. Michael Capuano (D-

MA) and Joseph Crowley (D-NY) losing in

primary upsets.

MAJORITY OF ARMENIAN CAUCUS MEMBERS
RE-ELECTED IN 2018 MIDTERM ELECTIONS

YEREVAN.

– Armenia per-

ceives CSTO

(The Collective

Security Treaty

Organization)

as a platform

where the inter-

ests of the six

member states

(Russia, Arme-

nia, Kaza-

k h s t a n ,

Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan)

are discussed, the spokesperson for Ar-

menia’s Foreign Ministry told reporters

on Tuesday.

Asked about Armenian side’s posi-

tion regarding the matter that the Presi-

dent of Belarus is discussing with the

Azerbaijani ambassador the candidacy

of the CSTO secretary general, the For-

eign Ministry spokeswoman noted that

such facts points to problems within the

organization.

As to the change of the secretary gen-

eral and the possibility of Armenia’s rep-

resentative being in the office, the

Foreign Ministry spokeswoman noted

that the representative of Armenia, as a

country contributing to the strengthen-

ing of the organization, can continue to

be the general secretary until the end of

the term in one and a half year.

However, Anna Naghdalyan clari-

fied that before the upcoming meeting

on December 6, when the member states

will elect the secretary general, there will

be a change in the regulatory framework

to regulate the mechanisms of the early

change of the CSTO secretary general.

When asked whether Stanuslav Zas,

a possible candidate for the General Sec-

retary of Bedarus, may assume a pro-

Azerbaijani position, given that he

studied in Baku, and the leadership of

his country is actively establishing rela-

tions with Azerbaijan, Naghdalyan

noted that all decisions in the organiza-

tion are made based on consensus.

“As for the post of general secretary,

I think the presentation is somewhat ex-

aggerated. The secretary general is

someone acting as a manager. He is not

authorized to act independently. He rep-

resents the interests of six countries,” she

emphasized.

Armenia foreign ministry:
There are internal problems within CSTO

CNN has filed a lawsuit against Pres-

ident Trump and several of his aides,

seeking the immediate restoration of

chief White House correspondent Jim

Acosta's access to the White House, CNN

reported.

The lawsuit is a response to the White

House's suspension of Acosta's press

pass, known as a Secret Service "hard

pass," last week. The suit alleges that

Acosta and CNN's First and Fifth

Amendment rights are being violated by

the ban.

The suit was filed in U.S. District

Court in Washington, D.C. on Tuesday

morning. It was docketed and assigned

to Judge Timothy J. Kelly, a Trump ap-

pointee. CNN is seeking a preliminary

hearing as soon as possible.

Both CNN and Acosta are plaintiffs in

the lawsuit. There are six defendants:

Trump, chief of staff John Kelly, press sec-

retary Sarah Sanders, deputy chief of

staff for communications Bill Shine, Se-

cret Service director Randolph Alles, and

the Secret Service officer who took

Acosta's hard pass away last Wednesday.

CNN sues Trump
administration

YEREVAN. – Armenia’s Central Elec-

toral Commission said 729 Armenian cit-

izens living abroad will cast their ballot

electronically in snap parliamentary elec-

tions.

“The Foreign Ministry presented the

list of 253, while the Defense Ministry

submitted the list of 476,” chairman of

the Commission Tigran Mukuchyan

said.

The citizens living abroad will get an

envelope with the electronic voting

guideline. 

“The elections will start at November

30, 8:00 a.m. Yerevan time, and will fin-

ish at 8:00 p.m. December 2,” he added.

729 Armenian citizens
living abroad to vote
in early elections

The delegation headed by the Chief

of the General Staff of the Armenian

Armed Forces Lieutenant General Artak

Davtyan is in Greece with a working

visit.

On Tuesday, Artak Davtyan met the

Chief of the General Staff of the Greek

National Defense, Admiral Evangelos

Apostolakis, and the Greek ground

forces’ leadership. The sides discussed is-

sues related to the Armenian-Greek bi-

lateral military cooperation and

highlighted the importance of coopera-

tion in the areas of mutual interest, rep-

resented in 2019 bilateral cooperation

plan. The delegation visited a training

center for ground forces tanks in Greece,

where Lieutenant General Artak

Davtyan planted an olive tree as a sym-

bol of peace. On Tuesday, the delegation

headed by Artak Davtyan took part in

the Atina-2018 International Conference

on Crisis Management and Security in

Athens.

Armenia, Greece
discus military
cooperation

The electoral list of My Step bloc in the upcoming early election of parliament will

be led by acting Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan, acting First Deputy Prime Minister

Ararat Mirzoyan and MP Lena Nazaryan, the leader of the Yelk faction of parliament.

The list has been confirmed during a board session of the Civil Contract party.

Acting Deputy Prime Minister Tigran Avinyan is th fourth on the list, followed by

acting minister of education and science Arayik Harutyunyan, MP Alen Simonyan,

MP Sasun Michaelyan, acting minister of territorial administration and development

Suren Papikyan and acting minister of culture Lilit Makunts.

YEREVAN. – The American dollar’s

(USD) exchange rate against the Armen-

ian dram (AMD) comprised AMD

488.68/$1 in Armenia on Tuesday; this is

up by AMD 0.11 from Monday, informed

the press service of the Central Bank of

Armenia.

The exchange rate for one euro was

AMD 549.03 (up by AMD 0.81), that of

one British pound totaled AMD 629.86

(up by AMD 2.34), and the rate of one

Russian ruble made up AMD 7.21 (down

by AMD 0.01) in the country.

In addition, one gram of silver, gold

and platinum amounted to AMD 222.47,

AMD 18,940.91 and AMD 13,386.13, re-

spectively.

Pashinyan heads My Step alliance electoral list

Dollar upsurge not
stopping in Armenia
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Introducing the AGBU Western District
Community Partner Program

It’s often said that when one Armen-

ian rises higher, the whole community is

uplifted. In today’s globally connected

age, we must look no further than our

own communities to help Armenians rise

higher. 

The western region of the United

States is home to the largest Armenian

population in America, well over 500,000 strong. That’s why the AGBU Western

District is stepping up its commitment to the diverse communities within its foot-

print with the AGBU Community Partner Program. 

It takes as little as $25 a month –less than a dollar a day –to transform Armen-

ian lives right where we live, work and raise our families through AGBU Western

District’s signature programs. With 15 standing committees, 20 sports teams, 280

scouts, thousands of Young Professionals, and near 600 volunteers from LA and

the Valley to Northern California, Nevada, Arizona and Texas, AGBU Western Dis-

trict serves the diverse needs of America’s largest Armenian community. Hundreds

of thousands of Armenian-Americans stand to benefit from the signature programs

of the AGBU Western District, which aim to create opportunities for career devel-

opment, connect valuable teenagers with trusted mentors, prepare youth to be-

come community leaders of tomorrow, and instill productive, healthy lifestyles

with youth sports and summer camp.

The impact of our donors’ generosity will be seen in the familiar faces and

names we may encounter where we work, shop, worship and participate in pub-

lic events. Whether it’s a young camper, impressionable teen, or struggling new-

comer, monthly gifts will work every day to enhance the Armenian-American

experience.

To become an AGBU Community Partner and ensure that hope and inspiration

are delivered right on schedule, all through the year, visit www.agbucommu-

nity.org/wd to become a monthly donor. 

For more information about AGBU Western District and its programs, please visit
www.agbuwd.org.

Statement Regarding
AGBU Toronto
Facility 

As AGBU considers its options for

relocation over the next few years, we

focus on our commitment to continue

growing our Toronto activities. We do

this while respecting AGBU’s century-

old close relationship with the Armen-

ian Church, and our working in

partnership with Holy Trinity Armen-

ian Church for the good of the greater

Toronto Armenian community.

While disappointed that a few have

chosen to mischaracterize the recent

announcement regarding the possible

sale of the Armen-Ontario AGBU Cen-

ter to neighboring Centennial College,

AGBU chooses to focus on the positive

facts surrounding this possible trans-

action. In fact, Centennial College, it-

self, has reached out to the church to

ensure a continued positive relation-

ship, which we would encourage the

church leadership to take in the spirit it

was offered and make this a positive

move forward.

The background is simple: AGBU

Center in Toronto, built in 1981, has ac-

commodated the needs of the AGBU

Armen-Ontario Chapter for more than

three decades.  Even as the Chapter

continues to advance with cultural,

athletic and charitable activities, the

cost of operating the Center has be-

come staggering, requiring AGBU to

rent the facilities most of the time.

Church leadership has been well aware

of these facts, as discussions regarding

some of these challenges, as well as the

possible sale of the property, have been

discussed for years. Similarly, while

early on the thought had been to have

AGBU and the church near each other

for practical purposes, it would be

disingenuous to characterize how the

community has evolved over the years

as anything but the natural course of

events.

AGBU Toronto, together with the

Central Board, has been considering

options to address the extraordinary fi-

nancial burden of operating the Center,

as well as the changing dynamics of the

Toronto community, for some time, in-

cluding moving Chapter operations to

a more centralized location that will

make it even more convenient to meet

the needs and interests of the Toronto

community.

AGBU recently entered an agree-

ment with Centennial College, an ad-

joining non-profit organization, with

the right of continuing to use the prem-

ises as before to at least January 2020

and likely longer. This will give AGBU

time to decide next steps and continue

uninterrupted its various activities,

and also consider opportunities to ex-

pand community participation and

support. This decision was endorsed

by the Central Board.

With discussions ongoing, details of

the Centennial College proposal were

shared with the leadership of Holy

Trinity Armenian Church and the Dio-

cese, who were informed that they

could acquire the AGBU facilities

under the same terms.

While we understand that some did

not like this decision, it is neither fair

nor constructive to react with informa-

tion intended to mislead the greater

Toronto community, particularly those

involved with the church. We remain

optimistic that the church leadership,

rather than characterizing this as

“detrimental” to the community will

focus on the reality that this is, in fact,

beneficial to the greater community be-

cause it is a decision focused on meet-

ing the current and future needs of

Armenians in Toronto.

Since its founding more than a cen-

tury ago, AGBU has worked closely

with our Church globally and cooper-

ates closely with churches in commu-

nities across the globe; Toronto is no

different. We remain committed to

working to minimize the impact of this

eventual move on the operations of

Holy Trinity and look forward to con-

tinuing to support each other’s impor-

tant work.

We will continue our work to meet

AGBU’s mission of preserving our her-

itage through educational, cultural and

humanitarian programs, and creating a

foundation for the prosperity of all Ar-

menians. AGBU Toronto appreciates

the strong support it has received from

the AGBU membership and many in

the community.
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On Saturday, November 3, 2018, the

Verdugo Hall of Castaway Restaurant

in Burbank, CA was filled with joy and

great enthusiasm as friends and sup-

porters of the C & E Merdinian Armen-

ian Evangelical School gathered

together for a Fall Luncheon to cele-

brate the School's Women's Auxiliary

and its 20th Anniversary and to pay

tribute to one of the founding members,

Suzie Phillips.

After an Invocation offered by Rev.

Hendrik Shanazarian, Interim Pastor of

the United Armenian Congregational

Church of Los Angeles, the School's

dedicated and dynamic Principal Lina

Arslanian, accompanied by three stu-

dents, gave an update on the School’s

successes and achievements. Principal

Arslanian commended the support and

love of the members of the Women’s

Auxiliary to Merdinian School and ex-

pressed her “gratitude for an amazing

celebration luncheon on this special an-

niversary and heartfelt congratulations

to the honoree, Suzie Phillips, a found-

ing member!"  The three students then

expressed their utmost pride to be at

Merdinian, where they pursue excel-

lence not only in academics, but in

learning about their Armenian Chris-

tian heritage.

Following lunch, the Hamazkayin

Niari Dance group, under the direction

of Catherine Hairabedian, entertained

the guests with several authentic Ar-

menian dances, which were received

with much enthusiasm.

Dina Tilkian Phillips, the Auxiliary’s

first Chairperson, reflected on the for-

mation and early days of the Auxiliary,

when a group of dedicated women

from the greater Los Angeles area came

together as a support group to help the

School both financially and morally. She

then introduced honoree Suzie Phillips,

who graciously hosted the first meeting

of the newly formed Auxiliary group 20

years ago.  Describing Mrs. Phillips, she

said: "Most importantly, Suzie loves the

Lord and has a heart of service and a

spirit of generosity to help others, and

this has been a shining example to all

her family."

Ani Hanessian and Louisa Janbaz-

ian, current Co-Chairs of the Merdinian

Auxiliary, invited Mrs. Phillips to the

podium. As a token of appreciation,

they presented her with a framed page

from the 1998 Merdinian School Year-

book showing two group photos from

the Auxiliary’s first year and the fol-

lowing words, describing the formation

of the Women's Auxiliary: In May 1997,

the Women’s Auxiliary of the Merdin-

ian Armenian Evangelical School was

formed. The purpose of the Auxiliary is

to support Armenian Evangelical Edu-

cation, promote interest in the Merdin-

ian Armenian Evangelical School,

further the mission of the School and

render financial support, in all cooper-

ating with the Principal and the Board

of Directors. The Auxiliary is an affiliate

of the Armenian Missionary Associa-

tion of America. The first meeting of the

newly formed Women’s Auxiliary was

held at the home of Suzie Phillips in the

presence of the late Rev. Dr. Movses B.

Janbazian, Executive Director of the

AMAA. 

Mrs. Phillips expressed her grati-

tude for this honor and said: "I feel, as

members of the Auxiliary, we are help-

ing the students to grow in some small

way. From the Principal to the teachers

to the visiting ministers, we are all

planting that seed in each student's

heart, so the children will grow and be-

come leaders of their community. And

the most important thing we are plant-

ing in each little heart, is the Word of

God for it will stay with them forever."

With their love, dedication and ef-

fort, Mrs. Phillips and her husband

George R. Phillips have been a blessing

to the School since its formative days.

They have indeed heeded God’s word;

“Each of you should use whatever gift

you have received to serve others, as

faithful stewards of God's grace in its

various forms.” 1 Peter 4:10

The Merdinian School Women's Auxiliary
Celebrates 20th Anniversary and
Honors Suzie Phillips, a Founding Member

By LOUISA JANBAZIAN

Honoree Suzie Phillips with her husband
George R. Phillips, Esq.

Merdinian School Women's Auxiliary

GLENDALE, California. For the fourth

year, Adventist Health Glendale and Ad-

ventist Health White Memorial partnered

with Armenia Fund for Compassion in Ac-

tion – Mission Armenia, a medical mission

that delivered critical care, life-saving sur-

geries and medical expertise. This year's

mission was made possible by the generous

support of donors, including Mr. Hacop

Baghdassarian’s wife Hilda and his family.

Men, women and children seeking

treatment filled hallways at Noyemberyan

Hospital and Stepanakert Republican Med-

ical Center in Artsakh. Among them was a

48-year-old man with a brain aneurysm.

Without emergency treatment, he may

have died. Alice Issai, president of Adven-

tist Health Glendale, one of 60 volunteer

medical missionaries from two sister hos-

pitals in Los Angeles, recalls that moment.

“He thought his only option was flying to

St. Petersburg, Russia," she said. “It felt like

a miracle when we could help him.”

Mikayel Grigoryan, MD, Armenian-born

AHGL interventional neurologist, worked

side-by-side to mentor doctors in Artsakh

and save the man's life. “I saw God’s work

in front of my eyes," said Issai. "We worked

as a team to carry out our hospital’s mis-

sion of Living God’s love by inspiring

health, wholeness and hope… for Arme-

nia."

THE MEANING OF MISSION WORK
The group of missionaries from Adven-

tist Health Glendale and Adventist Health

White Memorial saw the mission as an op-

portunity to provide sustainable care. They

also believe it is their duty for the diaspora

to help create a better Armenia…and help

Armenians overcome challenges they have

endured as a nation. 

“We helped develop the foundation of

healthcare to increase life expectancies,”

said Arby Nahapetian, MD, regional med-

ical officer, Adventist Health Southern Cal-

ifornia. “To create sustainability, we

educated and trained local physicians and

nurses so they can provide the same care in

exponential numbers. This is critical for Ar-

menia’s development, future security and

growth.” 

'WE MADE A DIFFERENCE'
One older male was diagnosed with a

severe heart condition. His only chance to

live was open heart surgery in Yerevan—a

five-hour drive from Artsakh, and the cost

would be a devastating $30,000. “We re-

moved the burden from him,” Issai said.

Adventist Health Glendale and the Health

Ministry of Karabakh covered the cost. “We

made a difference in a life, and that’s what

matters."

The numbers were impressive for a

mission this size. Our volunteer team per-

formed 270 procedures and major surger-

ies ranging from total knee replacements

and hysterectomies to life-saving cath lab

cases in cardiology, neurology and electro-

physiology. Another 2,240 visits and con-

sultations were given to primary care,

oncology, gynecology and pediatric pa-

tients, both at the two hospitals and in the

surrounding villages where free prescrip-

tions were also distributed. 

Every patient came with a story and the

concerns were critical. “The health issues

that women live with are heart-wrench-

ing,” said Ramella Markarian, AHGL busi-

ness development executive.  We did as

much as we could to help.” Laurence

Spencer-Smith, MD, obstetrics and gyne-

cology, Adventist Health White Memorial,

performed numerous surgeries that

changed lives forever. “With his healing

hands he ended the suffering of women liv-

ing with uterine and bladder prolapses,

and disabling gynecologic disorders, which

are easily treated in the U.S.,” Markarian

added. 

GRATITUDE & HOPE
How did the Armenian people express

gratitude? It came in bountiful amounts of

tears, hugs and hospitality. A special meet-

ing with Mr. Arsen Torosyan, Health Min-

ister of Armenia, began an important

conversation at a higher level. This oppor-

tunity to meet with dignitaries speaks vol-

umes about their gratitude towards the

missionaries…to create a better Armenia,

according to Nahapetian.

The mission concluded with patient

visits in the villages of Harav, Shushi and

Krasni in Artsakh. A seamless operation in-

cluded a triage area, primary care physician

consults, education and free medication for

the villagers. A special tribute was paid to

the Baghdassarian family in Krasni, where

a community center was made possible by

the generosity of Hacop and Hilda Bagh-

dassarian.

Adventist Health Saves Lives in Armenia
Los Angeles based missionaries travel toArmenia
to deliver critical medical care and life-saving surgeries
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Abril Bookstore to
host an evening of Jazz
in memory of Nerces
Yerissian

Glendale, CA – Abril Bookstore will

host an evening of Jazz music in memory

of NERCES YERISSIAN, the recently de-

ceased younger brother of the founders

of Abril Bookstore on Saturday, Novem-

ber 24, 2018 at 7:30pm at ABRIL BOOK-

STORE - 415 E. Broadway, Glendale, CA.

Admission is free. For more information,

call (818) 243-4112.

Nerces Yerissian was the youngest

brother of founders of Abril Bookstore,

Harout and Noubar. He was a talented

architect by profession and a great ap-

preciator of jazz music and modern art.

As a tribute to his beautiful spirit, Abril

Bookstore will offer the public an

evening of Jazz music presenting popu-

lar standards performed by local musi-

cians including singer Astghik

Martirosyan, drummer Sash Aghamyan,

and vibraphonist Nick Mancini. Come

and enjoy an evening of fine jazz to a

glass of wine in memory of Nerces's ra-

diant smile.  

Presented by Abril Bookstore.
CONTACT: Arno Yeretzian at Abril

Bookstore (818) 243-4112, noor@abril-
books.com

On Saturday, November 3, 2018, a social

gathering was organized by Haigazian

University Alumni of North America, at the

residence of Mr. and Mrs. Martik and Aleen

Oruncakciel in Tarzana, California. The

event was attended by graduates from dif-

ferent years of the University, who were

there to meet old classmates and to re-

member their time at this unique Armenian

higher education institution in the dias-

pora.

Special guests included Rev. Dr. Paul

Haidostian, Haigazian, University Presi-

dent, Dr. Nazareth Darakjian, Armenian

Missionary Association of America President, Mr. Zaven

Khanjian, AMAA Executive Director, Dr. Hasmig Baran,

HU Board of Director’s Chairperson, as well as other

Board members and friends.

Ms.  Houri Tavitian, Alumni Committee Chairper-

son, delivered the opening remarks, speaking about the

important role that Haigazian University has played in

every student's life. After presenting Alumni’s activities

in Los Angeles, she indicated that their main goal is to

contribute financially and support the University within

means. Ms. Tavitian thanked everyone for their pres-

ence, and especially the host couple, who were pre-

sented with a special gift.

Haigazian University long time president and him-

self a graduate of the same university, Dr. Haidostian

was invited to speak. In his remarks, Dr. Haidostian de-

scribed the present-day difficulties facing the University

and Lebanon. Nevertheless, the University has been able

to overcome these challenges and to deliver high-qual-

ity education to Armenian and non-Armenian students

alike, making Haigazian University a prestigious edu-

cational institution, whose graduates go on to achieve

great successes in many fields.

The President touched upon the educational pro-

grams being implemented in cooperation with educa-

tional institutions in Armenia. He added that recently

Haigazian University was visited by Armenia’s Prime

Minister Nikol Pashinyan, who after

spending time at various departments of

the institution, was very impressed with

the University's achievements.

Dr. Haidostian also spoke about

Haigazian’s press activities, including the

recently   published collection of works by

the University's own alumni, Los Angeles

resident, Dr.  Hagop Der-Karabetian. The

book is titled “Armenian Ethnic Identity in

Context: Empirical and Psychosocial Per-

spective.” In his remarks Dr. Der-Karabet-

ian, Emeritus Professor of Psychology at

the University of La Verne, explained that

his studies over a span of some 40 years aimed to exam-

ine the challenges that Armenians of all generations face

in preserving their identity within the many different en-

vironments they live in. To get copies of the book, the

author can be contacted at ader-karabetian@laverne.edu.

All 100% of the proceeds from the sale of the book will

be used to support the activities of Haigazian Univer-

sity’s Armenian Diaspora Research Center.

At the end of the event, the attendees had the op-

portunity to watch a short video about Haigazian, pre-

pared by the University students. On this occasion, the

Alumni committee gratefully received numerous dona-

tions made by the attendees.

Haigazian University Alumni of North America, Social Gathering

Astronomer Yervant Terz-

ian, who will receive NASA’s

Distinguished Public Service

Medal.

HOUSTON (Cornell

Chronicle)—NASA has an-

nounced it will award the Dis-

tinguished Public Service

Medal, its highest honor, to

astronomer Yervant Terzian,

the Tisch Distinguished Pro-

fessor Emeritus. The medal

will be presented by NASA

Administrator Jim Bridenstine

at the NASA Johnson Space

Center in Houston on Aug. 2.

The ceremony will be broad-

cast live at noon EDT on

NASA TV.

“Dr. Yervant Terzian has

dedicated his life to educa-

tion, public service and scientific re-

search,” according to NASA in its award

citation. “He has used his enthusiasm for

space exploration and education to bring

inspirational experiences to students and

the general public across the country.”

The award citation additionally high-

lighted the great influence Terzian’s

work has had on the younger generation.

“Dr. Yervant Terzian has made an in-

delible impact on education and inspir-

ing young minds … He has evoked

comprehension and wonder in his stu-

dents and in his public audiences. These

accomplishments and his eminent hu-

manity prove Dr. Terzian worthy of this

Distinguished Public Service Medal,” ac-

cording to the award citation.

Terry Herter, chair and professor of

astronomy, agrees.

“Dr. Terzian has been a relentless, elo-

quent ambassador for the sciences over

his entire career, reaching and influenc-

ing undergraduates, graduate students,

colleagues and the general public. This is

a very well-deserved award,” Herter

said.

Terzian has served on eight NASA

committees, including the Hubble Space

Telescope Fellowship Committee,

NASA’s Diversity in Science Education

and the Jet Propulsion Laboratory’s

Radio Astronomy Evaluation Commit-

tee. For 20 years, Terzian directed the

NASA New York Space Grant Consor-

tium, comprising 19 universities and five

industries and science centers. In 2012,

the 52 state NASA Space Grant directors

elected Terzian chairman.

“The Space Grant has been very suc-

cessful in implementing space programs

for the brightest students across New

York state to provide them with oppor-

tunities to develop their interest in

space,” Terzian said. “This is what will

keep the United States as the leader.”

For 12 years, Terzian served as a vis-

iting lecturer in astronomy for the Amer-

ican Astronomical Society, traveling

across the U.S. enhancing college com-

munities’ scientific understanding of the

universe. He has also contributed to

dozens of radio and television programs

for public listeners, on topics such as life

in the universe, NASA and the space pro-

gram, the U.S. space shuttle program,

and the state of astronomy.

Terzian said he has been inspired

throughout his life by the ancient Greeks

and their deductive method of science.

“When I was very young and asked

my father why there were stars, I was not

satisfied with the answers, and I started

reading everything I could

from the American Library

in Cairo,” he explained.

“The description of nature

through our science,

through our scientific meth-

ods, is still young, and we

should expect major dis-

coveries in the future. From

the work humans have

achieved so far, we can de-

duce that we are not alone

in the universe, and the day

will come that we will find

life in other planets.”

Terzian is known for his

studies of stellar evolution

and the discovery of re-

gions of hydrogen gas be-

tween distant galaxies — a

finding that indicated the

presence of unseen matter in intergalactic

space. His research using national radio

astronomy observatories has been sup-

ported by NASA and the National Sci-

ence Foundation. He is the author or

co-author of more than 235 scientific

publications and the editor of seven

books, including “Carl Sagan’s Uni-

verse.”

A member of the faculty since 1965,

Terzian served as chair of Cornell’s De-

partment of Astronomy from 1979 to

1999. He initiated the National Science

Foundation’s Research Experiences for

Undergraduates program at Cornell,

which offers summer research for stu-

dents, particularly women and members

of underrepresented groups.

Among Terzian’s many honors are

NASA’s Lifetime Achievement Award

and the Republic of Armenia’s Gold

Medal, its highest honor for scientific

achievement. He was elected a fellow of

the American Association for the Ad-

vancement of Science in 2001.

At Cornell, Terzian has been recog-

nized for the excellence of his teaching

with the Clark Distinguished Teaching

Award in 1984 and the Stephen H. Weiss

Presidential Fellowship Award in 2001.

NASA awards its highest honor to Yervant Terzian
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