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CONGRESSIONAL
LETTER RALLIES

AGAINST PROPOSED
CUTS TO ARMENIA

Assembly Submits
Testimony to Senate

Appropriations Committee

Wahington, D.C. –  Since the White
House released its budget recommen-
dations for FY18 on May 23, the Ar-
menian Assembly of America
(Assembly) joined with Members of
Congress to express concern about the
67 percent reduction in foreign aid to
Armenia. Spearheaded by Congress-
woman Anna Eshoo (D-CA), 27 Mem-
bers of Congress sent a letter to House
Appropriations Subcommittee on
State, Foreign Operations, and Related
Programs Chairman Hal Rogers (R-
KY) and Ranking Member Nita Lowey
(D-NY) sharing those concerns. The
Assembly encouraged its members to
contact their Representatives to op-
pose cuts in aid to Armenia, which
dropped from $20.4 million in FY16 to
$6.8 million proposed for FY18.

“As Members who care deeply
about strengthening the bilateral rela-
tionship between the United States
and the Republic of Armenia, we urge
you to reject the harmful cuts to U.S.
foreign aid to Armenia included in the
President’s Fiscal Year 2018 (FY18)
budget,” the Representatives stated in
the letter. “At a time of tremendous
global uncertainty, the U.S. should
continue to foster the progress of its al-
lies, not retreat from its responsibilities
as the world’s leading democracy. As
the U.S. and Armenia commemorate
the 25th anniversary of diplomatic re-
lations, we urge the committee to re-
ject the harmful cuts to U.S. aid to
Armenia proposed by the President’s
FY18 budget,” they continued.

Last week, the Assembly submit-
ted testimony to the Senate Appropri-
ations Subcommittee on State, Foreign
Operations, and Related Programs for
Fiscal Year 2018 highlighting key pri-
orities. The Assembly's testimony calls
for: $40 million in U.S. economic aid to
Armenia; $8 million to Artsakh; full
enforcement of Section 907 of the Free-
dom Support Act; $20 million to im-
plement the Royce-Engel initiative to
advance peace; assistance to protect
and safeguard Christian minorities at
risk in the Middle East escaping to Ar-
menia, such as inclusion in the Near
East Foundation’s programs in the re-
gion; $11 million in U.S. military assis-
tance to Armenia; and assistance to the
Samtskhe-Javakheti region of Georgia.
The Assembly also strongly supports
a second U.S.-Armenia Millennium
Challenge compact.

Sacramento, CA – Senator Anthony
Portantino is happy to announce that the
Armenian Genocide Education curriculum
implementation and the Armenian-Amer-
ican Museum funding have been included
in the final version of the State budget. The
California Legislature will be voting to
pass the 2017-2018 budget on Thursday,
June 15.

The $3 million-dollar funding commit-
ment for the Glendale-based museum
brings the state investment to this impor-
tant human rights project to $4 million dol-
lars.  Earlier in the year, Portantino helped
restore the initial $1 million from last
year’s budget.  Portantino asked the State
Senate to prioritize increasing the State’s
commitment to the museum to an addi-
tional $3 million over the next three years.

Portantino, with the support of Senate
Pro Tem Kevin de León and Budget Sub-
committee Chair Richard Roth, arranged a
presentation from Armenian Museum Ex-
ecutive Board Member Zaven Kazazian be-
fore the budget subcommittee.  Portantino

joined Kazazian in making the presenta-
tion before the subcommittee.

“I am extremely happy that as a mem-
ber of the budget committee, I was able to
bring these two important proposals to
light this year.  It was such a pleasure to in-
vite Zaven Kazazian from the Armenian
Museum Board to Sacramento to present
this significant human rights project to the
attention of the Senate and then into the
State Budget,” commented Portantino.

The subcommittee and the Senate sub-
sequently included the funding in the Sen-
ate version of the budget.  Since the request
was not included in the Assembly budget,
it had to be sent to the budget Conference
Committee for resolution.  The Conference
Committee adopted the Senate proposal,
paving the way for the museum funding to
be included in the fiscal 2017 – 2018
budget.  

“I am very pleased that the State Sen-
ate included the request for funding of our
important museum proposal.  It was an
honor to present at the Senate subcommit-

tee and I’m very excited that the full
budget includes the Senate request,” con-
cluded Zaven Kazazian, Armenian Amer-
ican Museum Executive Board Member. 

As Chair of Budget Subcommittee on
Education, Portantino also put in the re-
quest for the funding of the genocide cur-
riculum update implementation.  Again,
this proposal was included in the Senate
priority list.  After long negotiations, $10
million dollars was included in the 2017-
2018 budget to fund the History-Social Sci-
ence curriculum framework, which
includes teacher training for the Armenian
Genocide and other important historical
updates. 

Over the past several years, the legisla-
ture has passed bills to update California
curriculum on various issues included the
Armenian Genocide.  Assembly Member
Adrin Nazarian authored the  legislation to
include teaching Armenian Genocide his-
tory.  Portantino’s budget request funds the
development and implementation of this
important curriculum update.

$3 Million Dollars for Armenian Museum & $10 for Curriculum
Implementation Make it into 2017 – 2018 California State Budget

Even if NATO is not involved in the
Karabakh conflict settlement process, the
conflict will have negative consequences on
the countries, which are very far from the
region, also influencing the Alliance.

NATO Secretary General’s Special Rep-
resentative for the South Caucasus and
Central Asia, James Appathurai, told the
aforementioned to NEWS.am on Tuesday.

In his words, like everyone, the NATO
allies see that the level of violence in the
conflict zone has risen. Appathurai noted
that the April events indeed took them by
surprise, being also unexpected for many
Armenians. But the violence level rose after
this as well, which is a serious reason to
worry about, he added.

According to the official, the political
process aimed at the settlement of the con-
flict seems not to manage to reduce the
level of violence or achieve a specific solu-
tion to the issue despite the regular high-
level meetings between the parties.

Although NATO doesn’t wish to inter-
fere in the process of the Karabakh conflict
settlement within the OSCE Minsk Group
framework, it supports the peaceful
process and the co-chairs, Appathurai
noted, stressing that there is a serious con-
cern about the high level of violence. 

Appathurai: Level of
violence in Karabakh
conflict zone has risen

Rare Armenian atlas sold for $37,500
at New York auction

Swann Galleries auction house in New York City, and which is a specialist auctioneer of an-
tique and rare works on paper, organized an auction of maps and atlases during which 265 lots
were presented, according to Fine Books magazine.

One of these lots was the first world atlas in the Armenian language. This work topped the
sale, reaching more than five times its $6,000 high estimate to sell for $37,500, a record for the
work. 

Hovhannes Amira Dadian created this atlas in the Armenian monastery on the Venetian is-
land of San Lazzaro, in 1849. 

The unique atlas boasts ten hand-colored double-page maps.

Rahmon: Karabakh
conflict can be resolved
only through talks

Tajikistan is for the resolution of con-
flicts through negotiations, Tajikistani Pres-
ident Emomali Rahmon said in Yerevan on
Wednesday.

Expressing concern about the worsen-
ing of processes taking place in separate
countries and regions, Mr Rahmon noted:
“Stemming from our peacekeeping experi-
ence, we express strong commitment to the
principles of peaceful resolution of the ex-
isting controversies and conflicts within the
framework of the universally recognized
international norms. We believe that the ne-
gotiations are the most constructive way to
solve a complicated issue like the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict.”

Yerevan.
Armenia and
Tajikistan sign
agreements

Armenia and Tajikistan signed a num-
ber of bilateral documents within the
framework of the official visit of the Presi-
dent of Tajikistan Emomali Rahmon

The signing of the documents took
place after the meeting of the heads of
states at the presidential residence in Yere-
van. A joint statement was also adopted
after the talks.

The Armenian and Tajik foreign minis-
ters signed agreements on mutual visits of
citizens, air communication and the pro-
gram of cooperation between the two coun-
tries' foreign ministries for 2018-19.
Transport ministers signed an agreement
on cooperation in the field of telecommu-
nications and postal transportation. The
ministers of education and science agreed
on the mutual recognition of diplomas.

Agreements were also signed between
health and sport ministers, as well as pros-
ecutors general. 

news.am
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This brave hero, whose real name was
Mkhitar Seferian, was born in the village of
Derkevank in the region of Moush. The re-
gion in which his family had established
residence was full of Turkish and Kurdish
bandits, who often committed plunder and
murder against the Armenian villagers.
Seeing all this at a young age, Mkhitar often
got involved in fights and put the maraud-
ing Turks and Kurds to flight.

The establishment of the Armenagan
Party in Van in 1885 and the clandestine
penetration of Megerdich Portugalian’s
paper "Armenia" into the Armenian
provinces perked the enthusiasm and fer-
vor of Moush natives like Mkho-Shahen.

During that period, the Hunchak Party
was founded in Geneva. In contrast with
the Armenagan Party -- which solidified it-
self principally in Vasbouragan -- the for-
mer spread through all the provinces of
Western Armenia. Mkho-Shahen joined the
Hunchaks for the purpose of advancing the
liberation struggle in the region of Moush. 

He was arrested several times and sub-
jected to various tortures in Turkish prisons
on account of his revolutionary activities,
but he was ingenious enough to always
find a means of escape and continued to
spread much fear and terror among the
Turkish governors of the region.

The time had come for the Armenians
of Moush, like those in other regions, to
also prepare to face the Turkish scimitar.
Mkho-Shahen became the leader of the self-
defense of Moush, along with Arabo,
Arakel of Khoolp, Kerko of Sassoun and
other revolutionaries.

After a successful self-defense, the
Turkish authorities succeeded in arresting
and then exiling him. In jail, Jangulian in-

troduced him to other Greek and Arab ex-
iles, with whose help he escaped once
again and took refuge in Cyprus.

In Cyprus he made the acquaintance of
Abah, who was preparing to go to Cilicia
with his group. Mkho-Shahen decided to
join this group and continue the struggle in
Cilicia.

He was entrusted with the responsibil-
ity of organizing the self-defense of Chork-
Marzban (Dort-Yol) and surrounding
villages. He repulsed the enemy attacks,
winning glorious victories.

In 1895, when the fighting ceased in the
Cilician region, Mkhitar was arrested once
again. This time he was exiled to Aleppo,
where he remained until the declaration of
a general pardon, following which he too
was released from prison and decided to
depart for the United States.

Upon his arrival in America, Mkho-
Shahen sadly noted that a fundamental dis-
agreement had developed in the
organization to which he belonged, result-
ing in the establishment of the Reformed
Hunchak Party in 1896. Its members, like
the Armenagans, avowed that revolution
was a means toward national liberation,
and it was their goal to defend the existence
of the Armenian people through military
preparation, when the time came for gen-
eral revolt. The Reformed Hunchaks were
against the modus operandi of demonstra-
tions, and it was their position that social-
ism or other doctrines must not divert the
Armenian people from its liberation strug-
gle.

Mkhitar decided to join the Reformed
Hunchaks, who had as their leaders such as
Mihran Damadian, Souren Sourenian and
Levon Megerdichian. Having become ac-

quainted in Massachusetts with another
Reformed Hunchak, Karekin Chitjian, a
Protestant preacher who had immigrated
from Kharpert, Mkhitar decided to return
to the “old country” with him, as an activist
and conduct negotiations to put an end to
the split among the Hunchaks. To that end,
he took it upon himself to proceed first to
Russia.

En route, in London he met Mihran
Damadian, with whom he endeavored to
put an end to factional disputes. Their at-
tempt proved unsuccessful, because the in-
ternal struggle had become severe among
the branches of the party.

Mkhitar and Karekin Chitjian pro-
ceeded from London to Russia. Sarkouni, a
Hunchak leader in London, immediately
sent letters to his fellow ideologues in the
Caucasus, explaining the mission of these
two.

When Mkhitar reached the Caucasus,
he endeavored to enlighten his erstwhile
party comrades, so they would not become
victims of libels and slanders, as well as
fabrications.

It was during this period that he was in-
vited as a lecturer to a social gathering in
the Georgian port city of Poti. However, it
turned out to be a plot, for he became sur-
rounded by Hunchaks bent on committing
fratricide. They stabbed him with daggers
and dropped him to the ground.

Thus, he died at the age of 37 in April
1903, covered with blood.

That was how a sincere and selfless rev-
olutionary’s life ended.

Not too long thereafter, in June of the
same year, his companion Karekin Chitjian,
in turn, became the victim of fratricide on
one of the streets of Odessa.

These twin murders produced a state of
confusion in Reformed Hunchak circles in
America. When it became evident that the
plotters of these murders were three Russ-
ian-Armenian Hunchaks -- Hampartsoum
Arzoumaniantz, Saghatel Sakouni and
Simon Hoviantz, the Reformed Hunchaks
went to work and, before the year was fin-
ished, they planned an assassination at-
tempt against Hunchak ringleader Avedis
Nazarbegian in Switzerland. Then, in
Boston, Gulezian, a native of Arabgir, fired
six bullets at Sapah-Gulian, wounding him.
Later on, Tirakian, a native of Kharpert, ter-
rorized Sakouni and two of his co-workers,
Krikorian and Smigian.

The reaction saturated with vengeance
ended with these acts, and a new page
opened for the Reformed Hunchaks in
America so that it might become a stronger
organization. This was so, particularly
since its official organ, Haireniats [Father-
land], had already attracted an elite group
of devoted workers and leaders.



Heroic Figures of A.D.L. - Ramgavar
MKHO-SHAHEN
By ARA AHARONIAN

The memory of famous Canadian-Ar-
menian photographer Yousuf Karsh now
lives not only in prints of his photos of
world celebrities and politicians but also in
bronze.

Diplomats, politicians and dignitaries
gathered in downtown Ottawa in front of
Chateau Laurier, just steps away from Par-
liament Hill, to unveil Karsh’s bust on June
9.

The bust, featuring Karsh (1908-2002)
and his famous camera that captured the
likes of Winston Churchill, Ernest Heming-
way and Jackie Kennedy Onassis, is a gift
to Canada from the people of Armenia on
the occasion of the 25th Anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic relations be-
tween Armenia and the 150th anniversary
of Confederation.

The bronze bust is the work of Cana-
dian-Armenian sculptor Megerditch
Tarakdjian.

Ambassador of Armenia to Canada
Armen Yeganian, George Furey, the
Speaker of the Senate, Arif Virani, the Par-
liamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Canadian Heritage, and Tarakdjian un-
veiled the sculpture wrapped in Canadian
and Armenian flags.

It was Yeganian’s wife, Maria, who
came up with the idea of immortalizing
Karsh steps away from his world-famous
studio at Chateau Laurier.

Karsh, whose family had miraculously
survived the 1915 Armenian genocide in
Ottoman Turkey, arrived in Canada on the
New Year’s Eve of 1925 at age 17, spon-
sored by his uncle George Nakash.

It was his uncle, an established photog-
rapher in Sherbrooke, Quebec, that intro-
duced him to photography and encouraged
Karsh to study with John H. Garo of
Boston, a fellow Armenian and one of the
best portrait photographers in New Eng-
land.

In 1931, with all his worldly posses-
sions packed into two suitcases, Karsh left
Boston and moved to Ottawa to establish
his own career.

“My interest lay in the personalities that
influenced all our lives, rather than merely
in portraiture,” Karsh wrote in his autobi-
ography. “Fostered by Garo’s teachings, I
was yearning for adventure, to express my-
self, to experiment in photography.”

The talented young photographer was
soon noticed by the capital’s political and
artistic beau monde.

To make friends in this still strange city
Karsh accepted an invitation to join the Ot-
tawa Little Theatre, an enthusiastic group
of amateur players.

“The casual invitation was to have last-
ing effects on my life and career,” Karsh
wrote. “The experience of photographing
actors on the stage with stage lighting was
exhilarating. The unlimited possibilities of
artificial light overwhelmed me.”

He met his future wife in the Little The-
atre and received his first commission to
photograph Governor General Lord Bess-
borough and his wife Lady Bessborough
thanks to his friendship with their son Lord
Duncannon, one of the lead actors in the
theatre.

In 1936, when President Franklin De-

lano Roosevelt, the first U.S. president to
pay an official visit to Canada, came to
Quebec City Karsh was invited to photo-
graph him. He also met Prime Minister
Mackenzie King, who became one of
Karsh’s patrons. That same year, Karsh set
up his studio at Chateau Laurier.

It was Mackenzie who arranged for
Karsh to photograph British Prime Minis-
ter Winston Churchill in December 1941, an
encounter that produced one of the most fa-
mous Karsh portraits and changed the
artist’s life.

Churchill agreed to be photographed
but his omnipresent cigar was getting in the
way. Karsh had the audacity to walk up to
Churchill and respectfully but firmly pull
the cigar out of his mouth.

“By the time I got back to my camera,
he looked so belligerent he could have de-

voured me,” Karsh. “It was at that instant
that I took the photograph.”

That photo became an iconic image of
the wartime leader and now it even graces
the British five-pound banknote.

After WWII, Karsh continued to photo-
graph some of the world’s most powerful
and famous people. His portraits of Albert
Einstein, President John F. Kennedy,
Princess and later Queen Elizabeth II,
Ernest Hemingway and Salvador Dali have
become an indelible part of the visual his-
tory of the 20th century.

In 1965, Yousuf Karsh was awarded the
Canada Council Medal and in 1968 the
Medal of Service of the Order of Canada.
He was invested as a Companion in the
Order of Canada, the country’s greatest
civilian honour, in 1990.

english@rcinet.ca

Yousuf Karsh bust unveiled in
downtown Ottawa
By LEVON SEVUNTS

Arif Virani, the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Canadian Heritage (left), George J.
Furey, the Speaker of the Senate of Canada (second left), and Armenian Ambassador Armen

Yeganian (left) unveil the statue to famous Canadian-Armenian photographer Yousuf Karsh in
front of Chateau Laurier in downtown Ottawa on June 9, 2017.

Photo Credit: Armenian Embassy/Youtube
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Now in his 23rd year teaching at Fresno
State, Dr. Matthew Jendian, professor and
chair of the Sociology Department, knew
early on what he wanted to do with his life.
It was evident even when he was in first
grade.

"I always knew I’d be a teacher," he
said. "I have a framed finger painting I did
in first grade with two stick-figures stand-
ing in front of a chalk board. And, in my
finest first-grade manuscript, it says, 'I will
be a teacher.'"

Born and raised in Fresno, Jendian re-
ceived his B.A. in sociology and minor de-
grees in psychology and Armenian Studies
from Fresno State (1991). He earned his
M.A. (1995) and Ph.D. (2001) in Sociology
from the University of Southern California. 

"I became interested in sociology be-
cause of my fascination and curiosity with
understanding human behavior," he said. "I
ask lots of questions, and I saw sociological
theories and research as an opportunity to
figure out why people do the things they
do, help me understand my own life, and
see how our lives are impacted by larger,
structural social forces, but also how we
can not just be shaped by those forces but
come to shape them ourselves." 

Three of his four grandparents are sur-
vivors of the Ottoman Turkish Genocide
committed against the Armenians and
other groups between 1914-1923 in Turkey.

"I learned about genocide from my fam-
ily members' sharing of personal memo-
ries," he said. "And their stories of survival
against the odds, struggle against discrim-
ination and prejudice, and sacrifice for the
next generation made an impression on me
that life is a gift and meant to be used to
serve others, advocate for those less fortu-
nate, and fight for justice for all."

He began teaching at Fresno State as a
part-time lecturer in January 1995, became
a full-time lecturer in August 1998, and
started on the tenure-track as an assistant
professor in August 2002. 

"As a faculty member, I love all three as-
pects of my work — teaching, research, and
service," he said. "The aspect that I like
most is the direct impact on students’ lives.
"

He regularly teaches courses on the "So-
ciology of Race and Ethnicity," "Contempo-
rary Social Issues," "Sociology of Terrorism
and Genocide," and "Social Policy Analysis,
Advocacy, and Community Organizing." 

"I have the privilege of assisting people
in reaching their academic and career goals,
and I derive immense satisfaction and grat-
ification from that role as professor, aca-
demic advisor, research mentor, internship
supervisor, and career coach," he said. "I see
so many of my former students 'paying it
forward' in various ways through their pro-
fessional and volunteer lives." 

As a professor who teaches, does re-
search, and serves on various campus com-
mittees, Dr. Jendian never has a dull
moment.

"I am never without something that
needs to be done," he said. "As a professor,
I see my most important responsibility to
challenge my students —I challenge their
thinking, their writing, and their civic en-
gagement. I want them to be the best they
can be, because our Central Valley, our so-
ciety, and our world will need their best in-
novative and creative selves to figure out
how to address the problems we face."

As a department chair, he supports so-
ciology faculty.

"That means challenging them, sup-
porting them, and helping them think
through and be the faculty members they
want to be," he said. "I think we have some
of the best scholars, teachers, and advisors
at our University, and this is demonstrated
by the accomplishments of not only our fac-
ulty but of our best students."

As director of Humanics, he ensures
that the University is providing the best
project-based service-learning experiences
that support the community while prepar-
ing the next generation of leaders for the
Valley and beyond.

He loves seeing former students work-
ing in different capacities around the Val-
ley and also hearing from those working far
away.

"Their appreciation for the little things
I’ve done to help them on their journey is
demonstrated by them 'paying it forward'
through their niche in the world," he said.

Dr. Jendian is the founding director of
Humanics@FresnoState, which offers a
Minor in Philanthropic and Community-
based Leadership. 

"I think having Humanics@FresnoState
is a unique distinction for our University,"
he said. "Our program is distinguished in

several ways—by its unique hands-on
community-based projects, our size (220
alumni in 16 years), and our engagement
locally, nationally, and internationally."

He was selected as part of the first co-
hort of the Irvine Foundation’s New Lead-
ership Network, and he continues to
participate with that group. He has also
served as a board member for several
CBOs, including Nonprofit Leadership Al-
liance (formerly American Humanics, Inc.),
Buchanan Babe Ruth Baseball Association,
Inc., Fresno Nonprofit Advancement Coun-
cil, and Fresno Housing Alliance.

Dr. Jendian currently serves as a Board
Member of Regenerate California Innova-
tion (formerly Relational Culture Institute)
and Fresno Metro Ministry. He is a member
of the National Coalition Building Institute
(NCBI) Team at Fresno State.

He has authored several peer-reviewed
journal articles as well as two books: Be-
coming American, Remaining Ethnic (LFB
Scholarly Publishing, 2008) and #Think:
Critical Thinking about Social Problems
(Kendall Hunt, 2017, co-authored with Vera
Kennedy and Romney Norwood).

His hobbies involve doing things with
his family, whether that’s going on family
vacations, playing sports, playing cards or
board games, or visiting other family mem-
bers locally.

He and his wife Pam, a Fresno Unified
teacher, will celebrate their 23rd wedding
anniversary on July 23.

In fall 2017, their two sons, Joshua (17)
and Nicholas (14), will be freshmen at a
California State University campus and
Buchanan High School, respectively.

https://campusnews.fresnostate.edu

FEATURE
How genocide fueled his passion for justice

Los Angeles, CA - The Armenian
Assembly of America (Assembly)
hosted in April a discussion and book
signing with critically-acclaimed nov-
elist Chris Bohjalian, the #1 New York
Times bestselling author. Aline
Ohanesian, herself an acclaimed
writer, moderated the event, which
was followed by a question and an-
swer session with the audience. After
the discussion, guests had an oppor-
tunity to have books signed by their
respective authors. 

Bohjalian spoke to the audience
about his books, of which he has writ-
ten 19. Several have been chosen as
Best Books of the Year by The Wash-
ington Post, St. Louis Post-Dispatch,
Hartford Courant, Milwaukee Journal-Sen-
tinel, Publishers Weekly, Library Journal,
Kirkus Reviews, Bookpage, and Salon.

His new novel, The Sleepwalker, which
was published in January 2017 received a
glowing review in Publishers Weekly: "Bo-
hjalian's storytelling makes this a beautiful,
frightening, and unforgettable read." Julie
Kane in the Library Journal wrote: "Boh-
jalian powerfully narrates an intricately nu-
anced romance. This is not to be missed.
Simply astounding."

In his epic novel, The Sandcastle Girls,
Bohjalian explored the Armenian Genocide
from the perspective of the protagonist
Elizabeth Endicott, who joins her father in
traveling to Aleppo, Syria to provide aid to
deported Armenians. There, she falls in
love with Armen Petrosian, an Armenian
engineer searching for his wife and child

despite being certain they are dead.
Ohanesian, the moderator, is the author

of the critically acclaimed novel Orhan's In-
heritance, which was long-listed for the Fla-
herty-Dunnan First Novel Prize, a Summer
2015 Barnes & Noble Discover Great New
Writers pick, a April 2014 Indie Next pick,
and an Amazon Top 25 pick for 2015. The
novel was also a finalist for the PEN Bell-
wether Award for Socially Engaged Fiction.

During the insightful discussion be-
tween Bohjalian and Ohanesian, the au-
thors shared their respective thoughts on
the repercussions of the Armenian Geno-
cide, continued Turkish denial, and the im-
pact of the genocide on their own works of
fiction. Bohjalian also reflected upon his
visit to historic western Armenia during the
centenary of the genocide, as well as his
visit to Armenia and Artsakh in September
2016, during which he met with soldiers

and civilians alike. Bohjalian shared
that filmmaker Eric Nazarian will
create a motion picture based on the
story of The Sandcastle Girls. 

The Assembly also facilitated an
hour-long conversation between Bo-
hjalian and 8th grade students of the
Pasadena-based St. Gregory A. & M.
Hovsepian School. The school's
principal, Shahe Mankerian, and Ar-
menian Department Chair, Liza
Manoyan, joined the students in a
dynamic discussion with the author.
The students asked questions about
the art of writing, the research that
authors are required to do in prepa-
ration for writing a book or short
story, character-shaping in a work of

fiction, as well as the difference between
publishing in e-book versus traditional
print.

"I had a wonderful time with the Ar-
menian Assembly. First of all, the kids at
the Hovsepian School rock. My morning
experience with them energized and in-
spired me. And in the evening I had a ter-
rific time with the adults, discussing what
books can mean to the soul," Bohjalian said.
"Aline Ohanesian is such a gifted novelist
that it was a joy to share the dais with her.
Armenian writers, filmmakers, musicians,
and photographers have been doing yeo-
manlike work to champion Armenian
causes lately. Artists can be activists, sup-
porting the important work of groups like
the Armenian Assembly -- and it is such an
honor to do so and play a part," he added.



ARMENIAN ASSEMBLY HOSTS DISCUSSION WITH BESTSELLING
NOVELIST CHRIS BOHJALIAN
Bohjalian Speaks with Students about the Power of Writing

Armenian Arts
announced that it
will publish a di-
rectory of Armen-
ian artists and
p r o f e s s i o n a l s
working in a wide
range of cultural
and entertainment
fields. The first-of-
its-kind directory
will be released in
October 2017. 

Currently Armenian Arts is seeking
submissions for inclusion in the directory.
Artists, designers, writers, editors, and mu-
sicians; professionals working in television,
theater, and the movie industry; as well as
culinary professionals and entertainers in
various fields are being encouraged to sub-
mit their name, phone number, email, and
web address, with a mention of their area
of expertise for proper listing, to info@ar-
menianarts.com, for free inclusion in the
upcoming Armenian Arts Directory. 

Space for display advertising is also
available in the Armenian Arts Directory.
For rates and to reserve space, advertisers
can email info@armenianarts.com or call
(818) 246-2468.

The Armenian Arts Directory will be
published annually.

Armenian Arts is a division of Knowledge
Truck, Inc., a nonprofit California organization
that celebrates the Armenian identity by show-
casing American-Armenian contributions to
American civilization and humanity as a whole. 

Armenian Arts to
publish directory
of arts and culture
professionals
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Meeting Mkhitaryan:
How Dreams Come True…

Early in the morning of June 2, Nareh Galstyan, a
teenager from Lernagog, was getting ready for a COAF-or-
ganized tour of the Yerevan-based Football Academy of Ar-
menia. She could never imagine it would be not only an
excursion or sports event, but a surprise meeting with her
idol of 8 years…

Ten boys and girls from seven COAF beneficiary vil-
lages, aged 12 to 16, were given a wonderful chance to meet
world-famous Manchester United Midfielder and Armen-
ian National Team Captain Henrikh Mkhitaryan and talk
to him about sports, education, leadership, dreams and
goals.

“You might face many difficulties in life but you should
never give up… You should set your goals and try to
achieve them one by one,” the 28-year-old soccer legend
told his fans. “There are no lucky or unlucky people –
everyone gets the same opportunities but not everyone
takes advantage of them.” 

The kids were overwhelmed with emotions but man-
aged to overcome their shyness by asking questions about
the secrets of success, the downsides of being famous, the

talismans that soccer players use.
“I am not superstitious, so I don’t use any talismans,”

Mkhitaryan laughed. “There are no secrets - if you prepare
well and do your job well, you’ll succeed. Otherwise, no tal-
isman will help you. As for being famous, the only down-
side is that you might want more privacy at times. Actually,
it’s very pleasant when people recognize you and appreci-
ate your work. But you can achieve this  only through tal-
ent and hard work.”

After the talk, the kids had more fun moments with
Mkhitaryan, while he acted as a goalkeeper, trying to save
the teenagers’ spot kicks…

“I could never imagine my ultimate wish would come
true,” Nareh Galstyan said. “I had been dreaming of this
meeting for ages, and now it became a reality.”

Emin Muradyan, a boy with cerebral palsy who wants
to become a sports commentator, said it was one of the hap-
piest days of his life. “I was constantly checking if every-
thing was real,” he laughed.

At the end, Mkhitaryan urged the children to never un-
derestimate their potential and to try to bring positive
change to their communities.  “It’s a very exciting time - Ar-
menia is rising and I’m proud to be COAF’s International
Friend,” he said. And COAF is proud to have organized
such a wonderful meeting and excited that it will mark the
start of collaboration between the famous soccer star and
COAF in the future!

About COAF 
Children of Armenia Fund works to secure a future for chil-

dren in rural villages through improved education, healthcare,
community life and economic conditions. All COAF programs
sustain and create opportunities for growth and progress. To date,
COAF has helped over 67,000 children and their families in over
44 villages. www.coafkids.org 

Glendale, CA – Author VIKEN
BERBERIAN and filmmaker GARINÉ
TOROSSIAN will be in town to present a
new graphic novel titled, La Structure est
Pourrie, Camarade as well as a short film
based on the book on THURSDAY, JUNE
29, 2017 at 7:30pm at ABRIL BOOKSTORE
- 415 E. Broadway, Glendale, CA.  Admis-
sion is free with reception to follow.   

La Structure est Pourrie, Camarade
(The Structure is Rotten, Comrade) is a
graphic novel written in French about
Frunz, an unassuming boy born in Paris. As
his parents separate, little Frunz turns in-
ward, then to his Lego blocs for sustenance.
Little Frunz is a disaster waiting to happen.
He grows up to become an architect and
decides to leave Paris. He first heads to
Moscow, then to Yerevan, where as a uni-
versity professor, he lectures his students
about the principles of good design – and
his unremitting love of cement. Meanwhile,
Yerevan is in the middle of a building
boom. Its denizens live in slums, outraged
at the destruction of the historic city. Most
of them have lost their homes to an omi-
nous plan to reinvent the Soviet city. Yere-
van is also a city on the verge of revolution
as residents are flushed out of their homes

with tragic results. Yet Frunz’s father forges
ahead with his urban plan to rebuild the
city anew – a city without memory or his-
tory.

VIKEN BERBERIAN is a novelist and
author of The Cyclist and Das Capital.  He
has written for The New York Times, the Fi-
nancial Times and the Los Angeles Times.
He has lived and worked in Manhattan,
Paris and Yerevan. GARINÉ TOROSSIAN
was born in 1970 in Beirut. She emigrated
to Canada in 1979. A filmmaker and visual
artist, she currently lives in Armenia.

Presented by Abril Bookstore.

Author Viken Berberian and filmmaker Gariné
Torossian to present a new project

On June 5, the Armenian General
Benevolent Union (AGBU) began the first
week of the AGBU Summer Day Camp in
Pasadena. This year, each of the eight fun
filled weeks are designed around a theme,
the first week’s theme was “Hollywood.” 

The red carpet was rolled out to wel-
come the campers and parents to their first
day of camp. Hollywood décor adorned
the walls and windows exciting the chil-
dren for the week ahead. Staying in theme,
the first field trip took place at Antaeus
Theatre in Glendale. Campers were given
the opportunity to channel their inner
Oscar winning performances by practicing
their acting and improvisational skills. 

The adventure to the theater was just

the beginning of a fantastic summer of
field-trips. In the coming weeks, with
themes such as “Around the World in 5
Days” and “Sportstacular Week,” campers
will be given the opportunity to attend a Pi-
rate’s Adventure lunch, a Los Angeles
Sparks game at Staples Center, a Neon
Retro Arcade and much more. 

“My daughter loves coming here” said
a parent when asked if her daughter was
enjoying her week. “It is nice to see the
Camp Directors Arpy Tatoulian-Jahjah,
Shoghig Vartzbedian, and Deeown Shaver-
dian (Assistant Director) put in so much ef-
fort for these children. It’s heartwarming.”

Aside from the weekly themed agen-
das, AGBU Summer Day Camp also offers
a variety of regular activities including: arts
and crafts, computers and basic coding,
music, sports, cooking, creative writing,
theater, dance,  chess, Armenian history

and language, and other special activities
varying by week. AGBU camp offers kids a

unique opportunity to be creative and dis-
cover hidden talents, all while spending
time with their friends and creating new
friendships. 

Another noteworthy aspect of AGBU
Camp is the friendly and caring staff. This
year, AGBU has hired Caroline Krikorian,
a Le Cordon Bleu certified chef to prepare
wholesome and delicious meals for the kids
in-house. 

With the excitement built up from week
one, spots filled up quickly leading the
AGBU to expand the camp. Spaces are now
available for kids ages 3-12; camp runs
until July 28. AGBU’s waiting for your chil-
dren to join in on the fun!

To enroll your child or for questions and
more information, contact the AGBU Western
District office at 626-794-7942 or visit
www.agbuwdc.org/summer.

AGBU Pasadena
Summer Day Camp 2017 - Press Release Week 1

On June 7, AGBU Europe launched an appeal calling on the European Union and European
aid organizations to engage with the population of Nagorno-Karabakh.

Nagorno-Karabakh (NKR) is a landlocked mountainous territory in the South Caucasus, home
to 150,000 people. It is one of the several unrecognized states that emerged from the breakup of the
Soviet Union in 1991, and the Republic of Azerbaijan claims sovereignty over NKR. It is one of the
most impoverished areas in the periphery.

The inhabitants of this small unrecognized state have been under continuous threat of war and
isolation for more than 20 years, which has caused considerable hardship. A blockade continues to
impact the daily life of the people, who also suffer from the highest mine-related casualty rate in the
world.

The EU does not provide direct aid to the people of Nagorno-Karabakh, in contrast to other ter-
ritories under dispute, such as Northern Cyprus, Abkhazia or Transnistria, which have received
substantial benefits from EU engagement and aid.

"We call on all those who believe in Europe to sign onto this appeal. We stand ready to work
with European institutions as well as with international NGOs to find ways to respond to the needs
of the civilian population in Nagorno-Karabakh," says Nadia Gortzounian, President of AGBU
Europe. Despite the isolation and economic hardship, Nagorno-Karabakh focuses on the development
of democracy. It is making considerable efforts to improve institutions and strengthen civil society.

AGBU Europe has published a video and information package aimed at explaining the case for
EU engagement in NKR. The appeal can be signed online at: change.org/p/we-want-europe-in-
nagorno-karabakh.

Watch the short video: youtube.com/watch?v=P7KFWOuL6bc

AGBU EUROPE LAUNCHES APPEAL
CALLING ON THE EUROPEAN UNION TO

PROVIDE AID TO THE PEOPLE OF
NAGORNO-KARABAKH

June 5 - July 28
AGES  3 - 12

$40/day .:. $190/wk
15% sibling discount  

agbuwdc.org/summer
626-794-7942

sdc@agbuca.org

                

Jubilant campers pose in their funny costumes for a photo shoot.
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