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A PUBLICATION OF ARMENIAN DEMOCRATIC LIBERAL PARTY, WESTERN DISTRICT COMMITTEE OF THE UNITED STATES

Thursday, January 17, 2019
Vol. 97, #3

OFFICIAL STATEMENT OF THE CLERGY
AND THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL OF THE
WESTERN DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN

CHURCH OF NORTH AMERICA
We, the clergy serving in the Western Diocese, want to bring to the attention of

our faithful and all members of the community, that recently we have witnessed a se-
ries of unacceptable and contemptible attacks, privately funded, directed at the good
name and character of the Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians and
our own Primate of the Western Diocese of North America.

It is clear that these baseless attacks, which are entirely fictitious, are without any
merit. Furthermore, they are being fabricated by vicious slanderers who, referring to
themselves as "nationalists," have no affiliation with the Church or the Christian faith.
We know well that those who would seek to compromise the reputation of our Pon-
tiff and Diocesan Primate are being motivated by personal interest and profit.

We wish to ensure the faithful, that the entirety of the clergy of the Western Dio-
cese, along with the Diocesan Council, gathered in joint defense of the Mother See of
Holy Etchmiadzin, the Catholicos of All Armenians, and the Diocesan Primate, in one
unified voice and with no reservation, boldly condemn any baseless slander directed
at the person of the Pontiff or the Primate.

We call upon all those Armenian organizations, found within the area of the West-
ern Diocese, whether they be national, political, spiritual, cultural, or charitable, to
officially proclaim their condemnation of the incendiary statements of these provo-
cateurs. If we genuinely desire to be "children of light," we must direct our attention
to light and truth, condemning the dark and the prince of darkness. In his First Epis-
tle, St. Peter cautions, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks
about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.” 1 Peter 5:8

All clergy of the Western Diocese, the Diocesan Council, and all Diocesan organi-
zations stand in united support of our Diocesan Primate and any future legal steps
that may be taken. We offer our prayers to God that by shattering evil and evil influ-
ence, love and harmony reign supreme in our community life.

Prayerfully,
Clergy of the Western Diocese

Diocesan Council
January 11, 2019, Burbank, CA, USA

Glendale, CA (January 15, 2019) – The
Armenian American Museum will be
hosting its inaugural Telethon on Sunday,
February 17, 2019 to raise awareness and
raise funds for the historic project. The
highly anticipated television event will
be live broadcasted and streamed to a
wide audience across the United States
and around the world.

The Telethon will air on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 17, 2019 from 2:00PM to 8:00PM Pa-
cific Standard Time (PST) and will be
broadcasted from ARTN studios in Glen-
dale, California.

The six-hour television event will fea-
ture exciting interviews with community
leaders and special guests, informative
video segments on the world class cul-
tural and educational center, and unique
performances by musicians and artists.
TV channels, program lineup, and special
guests will be announced soon.

“The Telethon is going to be the must-
see television event of the year for our
community and it will be an excellent op-
portunity to learn about the Armenian
American Museum,” stated Museum Ex-
ecutive Chairman Berdj Karapetian. “We
invite the community to donate to the
project now and watch the Telethon on
February 17.”

Proceeds from the Telethon will bene-
fit the Armenian American Museum
Groundbreaking Campaign. The Mu-
seum will need to raise an estimated $12
million by early 2020 to begin construc-
tion for the historic community project.
Museum officials have organized a year-
long series of events, fundraisers, and ac-
tivities in 2019 to raise the necessary
funds including its inaugural Telethon on
February 17.

The Armenian American Museum
will be the first world class cultural and
educational center of its kind in America.

The Museum program will feature a Per-
manent Armenian Exhibition, Traveling
Multicultural Exhibitions, Performing
Arts Theater, Learning Center, and more.

The community is invited to donate
now and watch the Telethon on February
17.

To donate by phone, call the Museum
office toll-free at 1-800-655-9554.

To donate by mail, submit a check do-
nation payable to “Armenian American
Museum” to 111 East Broadway, Suite
207, Glendale, CA 91205.

To donate online, visit www.
GiveAAM.org to submit a secure online
credit card donation.

About the Armenian American Museum
The Armenian American Museum and

Cultural Center of California is a developing
project in Glendale, CA with a mission to pro-
mote understanding and appreciation of
America’s ethnic and cultural diversity by
sharing the Armenian American experience.
The Museum will serve as a cultural campus
that enriches the community, educates the
public on the Armenian American story, and
empowers individuals to embrace cultural di-
versity and speak out against prejudice.

The governance of the Museum is en-
trusted to ten Armenian American cul-
tural, philanthropic, and religious
non-profit institutions including the Ar-
menian Catholic Eparchy, Armenian Cul-
tural Foundation, Armenian Evangelical
Union of North America, Armenian Gen-
eral Benevolent Union Western District,
Armenian Missionary Association of
America, Armenian Relief Society West-
ern USA, Nor Or Charitable Foundation,
Nor Serount Cultural Association, West-
ern Diocese of the Armenian Church of
North America, and Western Prelacy of
the Armenian Apostolic Church.



ARMENIAN AMERICAN MUSEUM
ANNOUNCES TELETHON ON FEBRUARY 17

Trump signs Elie Wiesel
Genocide and Atrocities
Prevention Act

President Donald Trump has signed
the Elie Wiesel Genocide and Atrocities
Prevention Act, a bipartisan measure pre-
viously adopted overwhelmingly in the
Senate and House, the Armenian National
Committee of America (ANCA)reported.

This new law represents a victory for
the genocide prevention, codifying previ-
ous measures  and putting in place a set
of policies and processes to prevent new
atrocities, ANCA said in a statement.

“The ANCA welcomes the President’s
signature on the Elie Wiesel Genocide and
Atrocities Prevention Act, and thanks all
the legislators who spearheaded and sup-
ported this landmark bipartisan genocide
prevention measure,” said ANCA Execu-
tive Director Aram Suren Hamparian. “As
Armenian Americans – descendants of the
survivors of the Armenian Genocide – we
are particularly gratified to see a measure
signed into law that speaks to transitional
justice, criminal accountability, and the
moral imperative to apply the lessons of
past genocides in seeking to prevent new
atrocities.”



Chinese Ambassador:
2018 was a year of
dynamic development of
relations with Armenia

YEREVAN.- The past year was char-
acterized by the dynamic development
of relations between China and Armenia,
Chinese Ambassador to Armenia Tian
Erlong stated at the reception, devoted to
the Chinese New Year.

"We will continue the dialogue at dif-
ferent levels, and there is a growing in-
terest in each other," the ambassador
stressed. According to him, the level of

mutual trust is very high, and the Chi-
nese side is confident in the continuity of
cooperation.

“Huge opportunities for the develop-
ment of cooperation are observed in the
context of the project“ One belt, one path
”. No less important are humanitarian
ties, in connection with which it is neces-
sary to note the functioning of the Con-
fucius Institute in Yerevan, ”he said.

The ambassador stressed that trade
and economic cooperation is the basis of
relations.  At the same time, the increase
was more than 30% in 11 months of last
year, the trade turnover increased to 700
million.



PMs of Armenia and Georgia hold an
informal meeting

Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan and his Georgian counter-
part  Mamuka Bakhtadze had an in-
formal meeting in Bolnisi, Georgia on
January 15. Mamuka Bakhtadze once
again congratulated Pashinyan on
being appointed to the post of Prime
Minister of Armenia, and expressed
confidence that the future active bi-
lateral cooperation will foster the de-
velopment and expansion of cooperation in various spheres between the two
neighboring friendly countries, the official website of the Prime Minister of Arme-
nia reported. Nikol Pashinyan thanked for the congratulation and emphasized the
importance of Armenian Georgian relations in all the spheres.

During the informal meeting the interlocutors exchanged views on a number
of issues of bilateral agenda. Nikol Pashinyan and Mamuka Bakhtadze also had a
short meeting with the residents of Armenian populated Bolnisi village, previously
clalled Bolnis-Khachen.
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Armenians are proud of their small country, which has
a rich culture and history, and love to point out the many
similarities between Israel and Armenia. Another topic
they never seem to tire of discussing is the Armenian
Genocide, and how many countries have yet to recognize
it as a fact of history.

Nana Makaratchian, director of an Armenian tourism
company that organizes flights to Israel, says they were
disappointed when the vote in the Knesset to recognize
the Armenian Genocide was canceled. “I would expect
that the people of the Jewish State would understand how
important this is to us,” she said.

Many people picture Armenia as a poor country with
inferior infrastructure. It’s true that tourists won’t en-
counter many highways, gas pipelines in small villages
are an eyesore, and cows are often seen wandering
around aimlessly. One of the most common sights is of
elderly women baking traditional flatbread, called lavash.
Food in Armenia is simple and cheap. While almost no
one speaks English, nonetheless, several luxury hotels
have popped up in the capital Yerevan. The country is
hoping its tourism sector will pick up speed, despite the
conflict with its neighbors, Turkey and Azerbaijan. Now
that Armenia Air is operating twice weekly flights to Ben-
Gurion, the country is hoping for increased tourism from
Israel.

“We identify strongly with the Jewish people,” says
Armenian Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanyan. “We
are very different from our neighbors. We have a long his-
tory, and have survived many wars and invasions. We
know how to adapt to different cultures.”

***
The Republic of Armenia is located in the Caucasus

region of Eurasia, between the Black Sea and the Caspian
Sea. Adjoining Turkey, Georgia, Azerbaijan and Iran, it
shares a strong historical and political connection with
Europe.

During the First World War, Ottoman Turkey was un-
happy that its Armenian minority was working to achieve
independence and openly supported Czarist Russia,
which had advanced across the Caucasus and was headed
towards Anatolia. The Armenians, who were hoping to
liberate their country, occupied an area that was especially
susceptible to foreign invasion. And so, in 1915, the Ot-
toman government decreed that all residents in Anatolia
of Armenian descent would be expelled. By the end of
1918, Turkey had systematically murdered some 1.5 mil-
lion Armenians. Ever since, Armenia has been demand-
ing international recognition of the Armenian Genocide,
which until today remains a subject of great tension with
Turkey.

With the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, Armenia
received independence. However, most of its territory re-
mains under Turkish control. Israel and Armenia have
had diplomatic relations since 1992. The Armenian peo-
ple and the Jewish people share a number of common at-
tributes. Both have relatively small numbers, are
dispersed in a diaspora around the world, have long-
standing aspirations to be an independent nation-state,
are surrounded by hostile Muslim countries, and have an
influential lobby in the US. Both have considerable expe-
rience dealing with national traumas.

Relations between Israel and Armenia are underde-
veloped, due to the latter’s conflicts with Turkey and
Azerbaijan, both of which have highly developed rela-
tionships with Israel.

“Armenia has so much to offer Israel in the fields of
agriculture, science, technology, education and innovation
– and especially in the area of early childhood education,”
says Mnatsakanyan. “We’ve developed a number of mo-
bile apps that have attracted millions of users. I plan on
traveling to Israel myself in the near future to promote
joint ventures.”

How did you feel when the Knesset vote to recognize the Ar-
menian Genocide was canceled?

“The vote wasn’t just about recognizing the Armen-
ian Genocide. It was about taking a moral stance. 1.5 mil-
lion of our people were murdered. My ancestors are

genocide survivors who found a refuge in Tbilisi. Many of
my relatives were killed in the genocide. But we do not
feel like victims. We are victors because we were not sup-
posed to be on the surface of this earth. I would not say
that we were not disappointed that the vote didn’t take
place in the end. We know that this issue has become a
trading chip in your relations with Turkey and it is very
unfortunate.”

Is there military cooperation between the two countries?
“Armenia is extremely concerned about its security is-

sues, especially with respect to Nagorno-Karabakh (an en-
clave inside Azerbaijan, which has unilaterally declared
its disengagement from the secular Muslim country. Ar-
menia, which has a Christian majority, has been in con-
flict with its Muslim Azeri neighbors for many years-JP.)
People there are in danger. It is well-known, that Israel
sold weapons to Azerbaijan. That doesn’t mean that we
would not like to develop realtions with Israel, including
in the military field.” 

“We have an extremely long history with Iran,” con-
tinues Mnatsakanyan. “They are very aware of the cul-
tural contribution Armenia has had in Iran. Since we have
what could be described at best as hostile relations with
Turkey and Azerbaijan, Iran functions as an important
lifeline channel for us. We have good relations with many
countries, and it’s essential for us that our relationship
with one country does not jeopardize our connections
with others.”

How do you think Iran will react if Armenia’s rela-
tions with Israel continue to warm up?

“Like I said, relations with one country won’t jeop-
ardize our connections with others.”

What’s your opinion about Avigdor Liberman quitting his
position as Defense Minister? He was quite involved in the
Caucasus, wasn’t he?

“I don’t think I’m going to lose any sleep over it. He’s
the one who sold arms to our adversary, to Azerbaijan.”

Azeri sources have reported that a huge monument to
Armenian nationalist Garegin Nzhdeh, who is said to
have collaborated with the Nazis, was erected in Yerevan.
What do you think about this? 

“People must be careful when they make proclama-
tions. This is pure propaganda promoted by our adver-
saries.”

Does it bother you that our countries do not have embassies
in each other’s country?

“I’m optimistic that this will happen soon. We’d be
more than happy to upgrade our relations with Israel.”

Would you agree to open a future Armenian Embassy in
Jerusalem?

"We understand the delicate nature of this controversy,
and we’ll make an effort to make the move a positive
one.”

Artak Zakaryan, who until recently served as Arme-
nia’s deputy defense minister and chairman of the Ar-
menian-Israeli Parliamentary Friendship League, is the
driving force behind the new flights between the two
countries. “Our relationship with Israel is very impor-
tant,” Zakaryan says. “Like us, Israel is a small country
surrounded by enemies, and we would love for our econ-
omy to be as strong as yours. We are pushing to expand
our tourist-related interaction to the defense arena – and
not because we fear the Russians. I think we haven’t done
enough to accomplish this and in the meantime Azerbai-
jan and Georgia managed to establish closer relations with
Israel.”

“Israel needs to ask itself where its values lie,” says
Dr. Chen Bram, a research fellow at the Truman Institute
of the Hebrew University. “On the one hand, Azerbaijan
is an important ally for Israel, and we should not jeop-
ardize this relationship. And of course relations with
Turkey are particularly complex. On the other hand,
maybe Israel can actually help bring about peace between
Armenia and Azerbaijan. Israel should be able to stand
up to Azerbaijan and say, ‘We are your ally, but we would
like to establish relations with Armenia, too, and you
should not view this as a move that will harm our rela-
tions.’ This might cause a bit of an uproar at first, but it’s
possible to do. I think it’s a shame Israel hasn’t made such
an effort until now.”

Do you think Israel should recognize the Armenian Geno-
cide?

“Israel should not have the sole rights to using the
term genocide,” continues Bram. “A number of countries
that have diplomatic relations with Azerbaijan and
Turkey have recognized the Armenian Genocide. I’m not
saying it will go over smoothly, but things will eventually
settle down. A number of Israeli representatives in Yere-
van made inappropriate comments about the Jews’
unique connection with the Holocaust, but we need to ac-
cept that each genocide has its own special characteristics.
And we cannot deny that the Armenian Genocide and the
world’s reaction to it had a paramount effect on the Nazis’
ability to carry out the Shoah. Israel has lots of room to
make improvements in this area. Luckily, the Armenians
know how most Israelis feel about this issue, but this does
not absolve us of the responsibility to make this change
official.” 

Translated by Hannah Hochner

Jerusalem Post

ARE ISRAELI-ARMENIAN RELATIONS WARMING UP?
With Armenian Christmas set to be celebrated in the Holy Land on January 18,

we take a closer look at this republic in the Caucasus.
By IRIS GEORLETTE  
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It is our esteemed pleasure to invite
you in joining Melkonian Global Overture,
to celebrate 50 Years of Narekatsi Armen-
ian Studies Chair at UCLA.

On January 19, 2019,  MGO will host
Living Diaspora, a day of events at UCLA
to support the Narekatsi Chair in Armen-
ian Studies and other important language
studies programs around the globe. UCLA
has an important educational place in our
community and the Narekatsi Chair has
been contributing to the scholarly ex-
change in Armenian studies and to the Ar-
menian community for the past half
century. UCLA is the only university on
the continent conducting research, exper-
imentation, and applied programs aimed
at the continued vitality of Western Ar-
menian, which was pronounced an en-
dangered language by UNESCO based
precisely on a report prepared by UCLA’s
Western Armenian faculty. Today, the pro-
gram is threatened by class closures of
Eastern Armenian due to the lack of pub-
lic funding, while Western Armenian of-
fers only partial coverage..

Our event looks to ensure that both
branches of modern Armenian are taught
in a full three-year program, so that we
may guarantee the continuity of Armen-
ian language usage in the everyday life of
Armenians. It is our hope that we develop
a new generation of local-born readers and
creators in the language in order to pre-
vent its stagnation. In that spirit, we are
also supporting Armenian language stud-
ies at other institutions such Padus Araxes
Cultural Association which offers Summer
Intensive Courses of Armenian language
and culture in Venice Italy, and
Zarmanazan by Calouste Gulbenkian
Foundation, an innovative Summer Camp
offering a Armenian Language immersion
experience in a creative and playful world
in the Alps of France.

Event details:
Hour OF Q & A "Armenian Language,

Identity, and Culture in California or the
Western world"

Consul General Dr. Armen Baibourt-
ian, Vahe Berberian, Dr. Razmik Panoss-
ian, & Anahit Pogossian

We are happy to announce that we will
commence  the day with the welcoming
remarks by Consul General Dr. Armen
Baibourtian. There will be a slight modifi-
cation of the first segment where, we will
have Q & A about “Armenian language,
identity, and culture in California or the
Western world”. Vahe Berberian, Dr.
Razmik Panossian, and Anahit Pogossian
will be part of this first hour’s discussion.

Discussion Panel
Featuring UCLA Faculty, Students, &

Dr. Razmik Panossian, Director at
Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation.

Melintz Hall | 5:00 PM – 6:30 PM |
Free Admission

Living Diaspora Concert
Artistic Director Greg Hosharian.
Featuring: Tinie T, Mihran Kirakosian,

Jacob Armen, R-Mean, Ayline Amirayan,
Alene Aroustamian, Jon Varto, and Hovig
Demirjian.

Royce Hall | 6:30 PM – 9:00 PM | Tick-
eted Event

LIVING DIASPORA
Saturday, January 19th

The 29th Annual District 5300 Rotary
Peace Conference will be held in the Ann
& Steve Morgan Auditorium at the Uni-
versity of La Verne Saturday, Feb. 23
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The Honorable Ray LaHood, U.S.
Secretary of Transportation from 2009 -
2013 and an Illinois congressman from
1995 - 2009, will be the keynote speaker.

LaHood served as United States Sec-
retary of the Transportation from 2009 to
2013. Mr. LaHood represented Illinois's
18th Congressional District in the U.S.
House of Representatives from 1995 to
2009. In 2015, his book, "Seeking Biparti-
sanship: My Life in Politics," was pub-
lished by Cambria Press.

Mr. LaHood is the recipient of nu-
merous honors, including the Laureate of
the Lincoln Academy of Illinois, Order of
Lincoln (the State's highest honor). The
Ray LaHood Highway over the Illinois
River and the new terminal, with full
U.S. Customs, TSA, and Port of Entry
services at the General Wayne A. Down-
ing Peoria International Airport, are
named for him. 

LaHood is a member of the Peoria

Rotary Club.  He and his wife Kathy live
in Peoria, Illinois and have four children
- Darin, Amy, Sam and Sara. Their oldest
son, Darin LaHood, is a current con-
gressman, representing Illinois's 18th
District.  

Dr. Garbis Der-Yeghiayan, Chair of
the worldwide Rotarian Action Group
For Peace, Past District Governor,
Founder of the District’s Peace Confer-
ences and President of Mashdots Col-
lege, will serve as Chair and Moderator
of the Conference. He has chaired all 29
conferences of the District.

Other distinguished speakers in-
clude:

Yvonne Dutra- St. John of Challenge
Day’s Youth Program; Dr. Tom Le, Pro-
fessor of Politics at Pomona College;
Ellen Chilemba, Founder and Director of
Tiwale Youth Organization in South
Africa and Thomas Allison, Esq., attor-
ney, Professor and debate coach. 

The 29th Annual Peace Conference
features youth-centric programming, an
Art for Peace Student Contest, Youth
Peace Champions and a Peacemaker of
the Year Award. 

29th Annual Rotary International Peace Conference To
Feature Secretary LaHood and Dr. Der-Yeghiayan

“Beverly Hills Courier”
Honoring Anto

The Beverly Hills City Council honored Anto Beverly Hills,
which is celebrating 40 years in the City, with its Legacy Business Award

Pictured, from left: Luis Solis, Alec Sepetjian, Sevag Sepetjian, Anthony Sepetjian, Ken Sepetjian, Haiganoush Sepetjian and Jack Sepetjian.

On Tuesday, (January 8th, 2019) the Beverly Hills City Coun-
cil honored Anto Beverly Hills, which is celebrating 40 years in
the City, with its Legacy Business Award. Anto Sepetjian was a
master tailor from Beirut who began shirtmaking in 1955. He
came to the United States in 1976, and opened his own shop in
Fresno, before a friend convinced him to move to Beverly Hills.
Two years later, he opened his first small shop on Brighton Way
and quickly developed a reputation for custom-making exqui-
site dress shirts. Anto ended up moving to different locations

in the City multiple times to accommodate his growing busi-
ness. In the 1980s, his sons Jack and Ken took up the craft and
not long after, joined the business. Today, Anto Beverly Hills,
located at 258 N. Beverly Dr., continues Anto’s long-standing
tradition or providing top-flight tailoring and ready-to-wear
clothing. Pictured, from left: Luis Solis, Alec Sepetjian, Sevag
Sepetjian, Anthony Sepetjian, Ken Sepetjian, Haiganoush
Sepetjian and Jack Sepetjian.

bhcourier.com

Vache Gabrielyan
Appointed Dean of the
Manoogian Simone
College of Business and
Economics

YEREVAN, Armenia  The American
University of Armenia (AUA) is pleased to
announce the appointment of Dr. Vache
Gabrielyan as Dean of the Manoogian Si-
mone College of Business and Economics
(CBE), effective January 8, 2019.

Dr. Gabrielyan specializes in public ad-
ministration and economics. He received
his undergraduate degree in economics
from Yerevan State University (YSU) and
his graduate and doctoral degrees in public
administration from Rutgers University. Dr.
Gabrielyan has an extensive record of pub-
lications, including books, book chapters,
and articles in local and international peer-
reviewed journals. He served on the edito-
rial boards of International Journal of
Organization Theory and Behavior, Public
Performance Review, and Public Voices.

In the words of one of his referees,
“Vache would be a very strong candidate
for the deanship of many business schools
worldwide. He possesses all the strengths
you might seek in a dean. I am confident
that he will serve in this position with dis-
tinction for many years. He is certain to be
your best investment.”

Dr. Gabrielyan joined AUA in 1999 as
Adjunct Assistant Professor at the depart-
ment of Political Science. In 2018, he as-
sumed the position of Adjunct Associate
Professor. Throughout his teaching career,

he has taught undergraduate and graduate
courses at Rutgers University and YSU.

During the past two decades, he has
served in many decision-making positions,
including Vice-Governor of the Central
Bank of Armenia from 2008 to 2010, Minis-
ter of Finance from 2010 to 2012, Minister-
Chief of Government Staff from 2013 to
2014, Chief Advisor to the Prime Minister
from May 2014 to November 2014, as well
as Deputy Prime Minister of Armenia and
Minister of International Economic Integra-
tion and Reforms from 2014 to 2018. Re-
cently, he was appointed by the Acting
Deputy Prime Minister Tigran Avinyan to

represent the government on the Panel of
the Manoogian Simone Research Fund
which is administered by AUA.

AUA President Dr. Armen Der Ki-
ureghian commented on Dr. Gabrielyan’s
appointment: “We are very pleased that Dr.
Gabrielyan is joining us as the Dean of the
Manoogian Simone College of Business and
Economics. His vast experience in teaching,
research, and administration is ideally
suited to the kind of leadership that we
need to further develop and enhance our
programs in the CBE. I look forward to
working with him for the advancement of
the University and the country.”
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On Saturday, December 15,
2018, AGBU Hye Geen and
Young Circle organized a festive
evening named "Season of Joy" at
the newly renovated and beauti-
fully decorated Tamar and
Vatche Manoukian Cultural Cen-
ter in Pasadena. The gathering
marked an important milestone
– 25th anniversary of AGBU Hye
Geen and Young Circle’s activities of serv-
ing disadvantaged communities and
strengthening civic society by implement-
ing UN Millenium Development Goals in
California and Armenia.

The welcoming remarks were made by
Talin Yacoubian, Chair of AGBU Western
District. She congratulated AGBU Hye
Geen and Young Circle on their 25th an-
niversary and commended them for their
record setting civic engagement, their ded-
icated volunteerism in keeping with
AGBU’s legacy of serving the national
well-being.

Then it was the turn of the event’s or-
ganizing committee representative Vania
Vartzbedian-Gordian to introduce the
guest speaker, Ms. Karen Papazian, Direc-
tor of Development and Outreach at the
AGBU Global Headquarters. Most promi-
nently, Ms. Papazian has spearheaded
fundraising for such AGBU Central Board
projects as the Scholarship program, Chil-
dren’s Centers in Armenia and Fund for
Artsakh. She has also developed partner-
ships for various initiatives and supported
AGBU Chapters.

Ms. Papazian began by stressing that,
as the “unwavering champion of the Ar-
menian people,” AGBU has remained

rooted in our Homeland and has carried
out its mission of civic engagement
through volunteers. She spoke highly of
“active citizens intent on promoting inno-
vative ideas to bring about much needed
change.” She valued the commitment of
“volunteers with a purpose,” who join
forces with like-minded activists to form
working groups, then organize fundrais-
ers and raise awareness about issues af-
fecting the community. They are all
focused on improving lives, inspiring con-
fidence and making meaningful contribu-
tions to raise the standard of living. Ms.
Papazian urged everyone to be “compas-
sionate volunteers”, to show public spirit
and strive for social solidarity. Elizabeth
Kabanyan, another member of the event’s
organizing committee, read a congratula-
tory message from Prof. Ludmilla
Haroutunyan, AGBU Hye Geen and
Young Circle’s Armenia coordinator. The
Professor referred to the expanded serv-
ices of the five Pregnant Women’s Centers
in Armenia and dwelt on the success of the
newly developed programs about child-
parent and marital relationships, as well
as training young women for marriage, for
smooth relations with mothers-in-law to
strengthen family solidarity.

The organizing committee of the fes-

tive evening had a lively enter-
tainment program in store with
the participation of the Anoush
Dance Ensemble under the lead-
ership of Anoush Markarian, as
well as the popular singer Lou
Varoujan. The audience thor-
oughly enjoyed the vigor of the
youthful dancers and the rich
repertoire of the singer. AGBU

Hye Geen and Young Circle’s “Season of
Joy” proved to be an event to remember.
As a gesture of his appreciation, a long-
time supporter of the organization’s flag-
ship projects, Mr. Harout Bronozian
announced his intention of sponsoring a
sixth Pregnant Women’s Center in Arme-
nia the town Massis. A most meaningful
gift of enduring value on AGBU Hye Geen
and Young Circle’s 25th anniversary. 

The evening was a real celebration of
the Season of Joy. The organizing commit-
tee headed by Manuella Kossayan is to be
commended for excellent teamwork. One
and all did their utmost to achieve a mem-
orable tribute to the spirit of civic engage-
ment through service.

A  TRIBUTE  TO  CIVIC  ENGAGEMENT  THROUGH  SERVICE
By SONA  ZEITLIAN

Consulate General of the
Republic of Armenia

On January 10, Consul General of Arme-
nia in Los Angeles Armen Baibourtian met
with the President of California branch of the
"Union des Français de l’étranger" Cynthia
Hajjar-Kazandjian. They discussed practical
agenda items of establishment and develop-
ment of cooperation between the Consulate
General and the California branch of the
"Union des Français de l’étranger". Both sides
attached an importance to the role of Armeni-
ans among the French-speaking community of
Californiaas well as the task of forging close
bonds with the California Armenian commu-
nity and implementation of joint programs.
The California branch of the "Union des
Français de l’étranger" will hold a concert in
Los Angeles on February 20, 2019 under the
auspices of the Consulates General of France,
Lebanon, Belgium, and Armenia. Prominent
Armenian musicians from France and Arme-
nia are going to perform in this concert. Fol-
lowing the hugely successful Francophonie
summit held in Yerevan in October 2018, this
will constitute a tangible step in enhancing co-
operation with the French-speaking commu-
nity.
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