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Trump makes televised address to
American nation

US President Donald Trump on Tues-
day made a televised address to the na-
tion, and which was devoted to the
current partial government shutdown,
and he stated that there was a crisis on the
country’s border with Mexico. In his
words, this is about both a security and a
humanitarian crisis.

The US president noted that thou-
sands of people can get killed due to mi-
gration-related crime, in whose target is
both migrants and Americans. 

Trump expressed the hope that the
current partial government shutdown in
the US will end owing to the results of his Wednesday’s meeting to be held with Congress
leaders.

The US president added that he stands ready to make concessions to the Democrats,
and therefore he no longer insists that a concrete wall be built along the Mexican border
and he agrees to have a steel barrier, instead. 

Also, Donald Trump expressed the confidence that the cost of this barrier will be com-
pensated without delay, and including thanks to a beneficial trade agreement with Mex-
ico.

US shutdown may
become longest ever

The current shutdown in the United
States becomes the top three longest in
the US history, CNBC reported. 

In 1978, Jimmy Carter put a veto on
public works legislation, as well as a bill

on defense spending, which called for the
creation of an atomic aircraft carrier. Then
the shutdown lasted 18 days.

The record was set during the presi-
dency of Bill Clinton. Then he had a con-
flict with the Speaker of the House of
Representatives Newt Gingrich about the
reduction of domestic spending, the fed-
eral agencies did not work for 21 days.

Open Letter
to Armenian Prime Minister

Nikol Pashinyan

We, the undersigned independent journalists of the Armenian Diaspora,
join our brothers and sisters in Armenia and the Diaspora who have thus far
expressed shock and dismay over recent announcements that Armenia’s Min-
istry of the Diaspora will be terminated.

Rather than eliminate this critical Ministry, further developing it is what
our Pan-Armenian nation needs most. Doing so would enrich Armenia and its
Diaspora and contribute to our collective longevity at a time when our exis-
tence as a nation is in great jeopardy by nature of emigration from Armenia
and cultural assimilation in the Diaspora.

While the Diaspora has not been blessed with a natural right to participate
in Armenia’s political affairs, we, the undersigned, oppose this unilateral and
self-defeating decision in the strongest terms possible.

Removing the Diaspora Ministry will create greater distance between the
peoples of Armenia, Artsakh, Occupied Armenia and the Diaspora. It will
make cultural and intellectual exchanges more difficult. It will also curtail fi-
nancial aid from the Diaspora, which Armenia so desperately needs. It would
be the equivalent of committing national suicide. Is this truly what the people
of Armenia and Artsakh want?

If the decision to shut down the Ministry is based on financial need, we pro-
pose that the funding be sought from the Diaspora and the Ministry itself
staffed with individuals from the Diaspora.

Soon after acting Diaspora Minister Mkhitar Hayrapetyan’s tour of Dias-
poran communities following Armenia’s “Velvet Revolution,” we drafted the
following letter. However, we held it for release until the circumstances sur-
rounding the Parliamentary elections reached their conclusion. Having dis-
covered pending plans for the Diaspora Ministry’s elimination, we reproduce
it below realizing that the content of the letter may not interest the Pashinyan
administration. 

However, we share it in the hopes that our fellow Western Armenians scat-
tered all over the world will come to agree that we have important work to do
that Armenia cannot or will not do and that the points mentioned in the letter
can be undertaken by the Diaspora itself. Unfortunately, our survival and am-
bitions to regain our historic homeland must be sought through avenues other
than through the government of present-day Armenia. 

If the decision to shut down the Ministry is based upon strategic designs
within present-day Armenia, we propose that Diasporans whose ancestors
were driven from their ancestral Western Armenia pursue other avenues to
gain their representation.

In recent years, new organizations, such as the four listed below, have ap-
peared on the scene.  They are:

The Defense Council of Western Armenia - https://western-armenia.org
The Government of Western Armenia - http://www.western-armenia.eu/

stat.gov.wa/en/index_en.htm
The Modus Vivendi Center - http://modusvivendicenter.org
The National Council of Western Armenians - http://ncwarmenians.org

These organizations seek to gain greater visibility and support from West-
ern Armenians scattered all over the globe. We encourage these organizations
to introduce themselves to the greater Diaspora, state their goals, describe how
their officers were elected and find a way to unite under one umbrella.

Sincerely (in alphabetical order),
C.K. Garabed, Independent Editor/writer, New Jersey, USA 
Lusin Kasbarian, Independent journalist, New Jersey, USA
Ludér Sahagian, Independent scholar, Massachusetts, USA

Jirair Tutunjian, Independent journalist, Toronto, Canada

Our (unsent) Summer 2018 Open Letter to Acting Armenian Prime Minis-
ter Nikol Pashinyan can be viewed here:

www.armeniapedia.org/wiki/Open_Letter_to_Prime_Minister_Nikol_Pashinyan

 

 

 
NOTICE OF MEETING OF 
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

 
The Central Board of Directors of the Armenian General Benevolent Union (the "Union") hereby gives notice to all the 
members of the Union qualified to attend, that the 90th General Assembly will be held on Saturday, February 9, 2019 at 
10 A.M. at Les Jardins Saint Dominique, 49-51, rue Saint Dominique, 75007 Paris, France. 
 
This is the only notice which will be given for the meeting of the 90th General Assembly. We therefore request the qualified 
members of the Union to attend the Assembly in person at the address and on the date given above, or, deliver or submit, 
on or before December 31, 2018, their respective proxies duly executed and certified according to the provisions of the 
Bylaws, to the Secretary of the Central Board at the following address: 
  
 

Armenian General Benevolent Union  
Central Board of Directors  

55 East 59th Street  
New York, NY 10022-1112, U.S.A. 

 
 

AGENDA OF THE MEETING 
 

1. Consideration and approval of the Report on the Activities of the Union for the years 2016 and 2017. 
2. Consideration and approval of the Union's Financial Reports for the years 2016 and 2017. 
3. Election of Directors. 
4. Election of a member of the Auditing Committee. 
5. Consideration and action upon any matters incidental to the foregoing and any matters which may properly come 

before the meeting or any adjournments thereof, including amendments to the Bylaws. 
6. Consideration of any recommendation and resolution of the General Assembly.  

 
 

ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEVOLENT UNION 
CENTRAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
Sarkis Jebejian    Berge Setrakian 

Secretary    President 
 
 

November 12, 2018 
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“Germans and Ar-
menians: Historic and
Artistic Relations” is the
title of a talk to be given
by Dr. Levon Chookasz-
ian, Chair of the De-
partment of Armenian
Art History at 7:30PM
on Friday, February 1,
in the University Busi-
ness Center, Alice Pe-
ters Auditorium, at
Fresno State.

The presentation is part of the Ar-
menian Studies Program Spring 2019
Lecture Series and is supported by the
Leon S. Peters Foundation. 

There are many interesting fact about
the historical and cultural relations be-
tween the Germans and Armenians. The
oldest evidence concerning the presence
of the Armenians in Germany is dated to
the 11th century. Germans visited the Ar-
menian Kingdom of Cilicia during the
period of the Crusades. In later centuries,
many German travelers and scholars vis-
ited Armenia and many Armenian intel-
lectuals received their education in
Germany. 

The first Armenian printed Bible pro-
duced in Amsterdam by Voskan Ere-
vantsi was illustrated by the engravings
of the famous German painter Albrecht
Durer who himself illustrated one legend
connected with Armenia. The legacy of
Durer inspired Minas Avetisian, the well-
known Armenian painter of the 20th cen-
tury. 

Many other exam-
ples of the cultural in-
terchange between the
two peoples will be dis-
cussed during the pres-
entation, which is
accompanied by images
of some of the impor-
tant figures.

Dr. Levon
Chookaszian is the
Chair of the Department

of Armenian Art History at Yerevan State
University and one of the leading au-
thorities in the world on Armenian art.
He is the author of two monographs: one
on the art of 13th century Armenian
miniaturist Grigor, The Art of the 13th
century Armenian Painter Grigor
Tsaghkogh (1986), and the other on the
art of the painter Arshag Fetvadjian, Ar-
shag Fetvadjian Masters and Treasures of
Armenian Art (2011). Chookaszian has
taught at Yerevan State University since
1978 and is one of the founders of the De-
partment of Art History. In 1996, he es-
tablished the UNESCO Chair of
Armenian Art History.

The lecture is free and open to the
public. Free parking is available in Lot P6
or P5 (permits are not required on Friday
evenings).

For more information about the lec-
ture please contact the Armenian Studies
Program at 278-2669, visit our website at
www.fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies
or visit our Facebook page at @Armeni-
anStudiesFresnoState.

Armenian Studies Program!"California State University, Fresno
Dr. Levon Chookaszian to Speak on “Germans

and Armenians: Historic and Artistic Relations”

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Yesterday,
the United States Senate confirmed by a
voice vote Ambassadorial nominees
Lynne M. Tracy and Earle D. Litzen-
berger to represent the United States in
Armenia and Azerbaijan, respectively,
reported the Armenian Assembly of
America (Assembly).

Last month, during the Senate For-
eign Relations Committee (SFRC) busi-
ness meeting on the nomination,
Ranking Member Robert Menendez (D-
NJ) explained his support for both can-
didates, as well as the importance of
strong U.S.-Armenia relations.

“Armenia and the Caucasus region
will continue to be vital to regional and
global security. According to the OSCE,
Armenia’s elections over the weekend
met international standards. I look for-
ward to supporting the government’s
efforts to build strong democratic insti-
tutions, a vibrant Armenian economy,
and oppose any efforts to violate Arme-
nia’s sovereignty,” Ranking Member
Menendez said.

During Ambassador-designate
Tracy’s nomination hearing she prom-
ised to support Armenia’s “remarkable”
democratic reforms. As to questions at
the hearing by SFRC Ranking Member
Menendez and Senator Ed Markey (D-
MA) on the Armenian Genocide, she
agreed that “1.5 million Armenians
were deported, massacred, or marched
to their death in the final years of the
Ottoman Empire” in 1915, but fell short
of properly categorizing the killings as a
genocide.

“Throughout my time in the Senate,
I have advocated for an honest account-
ing of the Armenian genocide.  I believe
we have a moral imperative to recog-
nize the atrocities that were committed
against the Armenian people. Ms.

Tracy’s experience in Russia and Cen-
tral Asia positions her to help navigate
U.S. policy in this critical time. I support
this nomination, but expect to work
closely with Ms. Tracy on how she will
encourage an honest acknowledgement
of the Armenian Genocide, support Ar-
menia’s ongoing efforts to ensure ac-
countable, citizen-responsive
governance, and support efforts to
reach a peaceful settlement of the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict,” he added.

During the SFRC business meeting,
Senator Menendez also noted the im-
portance of safety in Artsakh (Nagorno
Karabakh), and his expectations for the
U.S. Ambassador selected to be the rep-
resentative in Azerbaijan.

“I support Mr. Litzenberger’s nomi-
nation and expect to have close and
continuing dialogue with him on how
he will urge the Azeris to step back from
any threatening behavior that could dis-
rupt the line of contact in Nagorno
Karabakh, support respect for human
rights, and support efforts to reach a
peaceful settlement of the Nagorno
Karabakh conflict,” Senator Menendez
said.

The hearing for Ambassador-desig-
nate Litzenberger occurred in October,
wherein he restated the U.S. position
condemning violence along the line of
contact, which undermines the peace
process and violates the 1994 cease-fire
agreement.

“We appreciate the important issues
raised by Senators Robert Menendez
and Ed Markey during the confirmation
process.  We look forward to working
with the new Congress to ensure robust
assistance to further Armenia’s demo-
cratic development,” Assembly Execu-
tive Director Bryan Ardouny said.



Senate Confirms by Voice Vote Ambassadorial
Nominees for Armenia and Azerbaijan

Ambassador-designates Lynne M. Tracy (left) and Earle D. Litzenberger (right)

Prosperous Armenia Party to sign cooperation
memorandum with My Step alliance?

YEREVAN. – The Prosperous Armenia Party (PAP) is discussing the matter of sign-
ing a memorandum of cooperation with the My Step alliance, according to Zhamanak
(Time) newspaper.

“The PAP members say, in its way, it will be very similar to the [former ruling Re-
publican Party of Armenia] RPA-[Armenian Revolutionary Federation] ARF [Dash-
naktsutyun Party] cooperation, when the matter is not about coalition, but to take
some part in the administration.

“The PAP hopes that as a result of that cooperation, they will get the posts of the
Armavir, Kotayk and Shirak provincial governors; possibly, ministerial positions, too,”
Zhamanak wrote.

Armenia News - NEWS.am
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Former NBA player Hedo Turkoglu,
now a chief adviser to the president of
Turkey, says comments by Enes Kanter
about the country are nothing more than
an ongoing "political smear campaign" by
the New York Knicks center.

Kanter last week said he would not
travel with the Knicks to London for a
game against the Washington Wizards on
Jan. 17 because he fears for his life because
of his ongoing clash with Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

Kanter, who has been an outspoken
critic of the Turkish government and Er-
dogan, said he did not feel safe making
the trip because "there's a chance that I
can get killed out there."

"We know that [Kanter] has not been
able to travel to many countries due to
visa issues since 2017," Turkoglu said in a
statement posted to Twitter on Monday.
"In other words, Kanter can't enter the UK
not because of fears for life as he claims
but due to passport and visa issues. This
being the long-known truth, he is trying
to get the limelight with irrational justifi-
cations and political remarks.

"Such remarks constitute another ex-
ample of the political smear campaign
Kanter has been conducting against
Turkey as well as his efforts to attribute
importance to himself by covering up the
contradictions in his sports career. ... It is
obvious that this person's remarks are ir-
rational and distort the truth."

Kanter told reporters at the Knicks'
shootaround Monday in Portland that
Turkoglu likely was being told to say
those things.

"It's probably not [Turkoglu], but the
president making him say it," Kanter told
reporters. "If you look at his Twitter, it's
German, English and Turkish. It's three
languages, and he doesn't even know
German. They're probably making him do
it. He's kind of like his puppy dog. Lap
dog is better. He probably got so much
money for that."

A Knicks team official said last week
that Kanter wouldn't travel to London be-
cause of a visa issue, but Kanter on Mon-
day said that was incorrect.

"They don't understand the conversa-
tion, and it's very confusing," said Kanter,

who posted a photo of a travel document
on Twitter. "It's not a visa issue. ... I have a
travel document.... I can travel."

Knicks owner James Dolan told re-
porters that he supports Kanter's decision.

"I think it's legitimate," Dolan said.
"My people over there are assuring us
there won't be a problem, there won't be a
problem, but if I was him, I'd be con-
cerned, too. I don't blame him at all. I'm
totally OK with it."

Kanter reportedly was indicted by the
Istanbul Cyber Crimes Investigation Bu-
reau last year because of "hurtful and hu-
miliating" comments made about
Turkoglu, the president of the Turkish
Basketball Federation, on social media.

According to a report by The New
York Times, Erdogan has jailed, fired or
suspended tens of thousands of people ac-
cused of plotting a failed coup. In Decem-
ber 2017, Turkey's state-run news agency,
Anadolu Agency, reported that prosecu-
tors were seeking more than four years in
prison for Kanter on charges of insulting
Erdogan in a series of tweets he posted in
2016!

Asked whether he really believes that
he could be killed if he travels to London,
Kanter said, "Oh yeah, easy. They've got a
lot of spies there. I can get killed very easy.
That will be a very ugly situation."

Kanter has said he believes the Turk-
ish government has targeted his father in
the past because of the player's critical
stance against the country's government.
In 2017, Kanter's Turkish passport was
canceled and he was held at a Romanian
airport upon landing in Bucharest.

In 2016, Kanter spoke out against Er-
dogan after a bombing in Ankara,
Turkey's capital city. Kanter, who has re-
ceived death threats, supports Fethullah
Gulen, a U.S.-based Turkish cleric who
has been exiled from Turkey and is a bit-
ter rival of Erdogan's. The Turkish gov-
ernment has accused Gulen of
masterminding a failed military coup in
2016. Gulen has denied the allegation.

ESPN's Ian Begley and Ohm Young-
misuk contributed to this report.

www.espn.com

Hedo Turkoglu: Knicks' Enes Kanter continuing
'smear campaign' vs. Turkey

Enes Kanter Hedo Turkoglu

Close to 500 people crowded into a
festively-adorned St. Vartan Armenian
Cathedral on Saturday evening, Decem-
ber 15, to celebrate the blessings of
Christmas—and to honor a milestone in
the history for New York’s great Gomi-
das Choir.

The evening went forward under the
auspices of the Eastern Diocese of the Ar-
menian Church of America, with its Pri-
mate, the Very Reverend Fr. Daniel
Findikyan, presiding. Also present were
a number of priests from Diocesan
parishes.

The concert of Christmas music—
mixed with selections by the choir’s
namesake, Gomidas Vartabed—was
beautifully rendered by the singers of the
Gomidas Choir, under the direction of its
musical director Kris D. Kalfayan, to
mark the 60th anniversary of the distin-
guished vocal ensemble.

The youngest member of the choir,
22-year-old Andrew Varujan Yenicag,
warmly welcomed the enthusiastic
crowd, paying tribute to the glorious his-
tory of the choir and “our forefathers
who had the vision to preserve our iden-
tity and pass it on to future generations.”

He recalled the legacies of such dedi-
cated founders as Isahag Aprahamian,
Dr. Ara Bohcalian, and Onnig Hepshen—
former members of the Gomidas Choir in
Istanbul who “planted the seed of our
choir in March 1948, by singing the Go-
midas arrangement of the Divine Liturgy
on Holy Thursday at the Holy Cross
Church in upper Manhattan.”

As the choir grew in numbers, female
voices were added to the original all-
male chorus. In 1958, it was formally
named the “Gomidas Choir,” and was
brought under the auspices of the Dio-
cese by then-Primate Archbishop Mam-
pre Calfayan. In his welcoming remarks,
Mr. Yenicag asked two of the 60-year
members who were present to stand,
Dikran Cherchian and his grandfather
Varoujan Arslanian—both of whom were
greeted with thunderous applause.

Gomidas Revered Internationally
The music of Gomidas Vartabed is

not only revered by Armenians, but ac-
claimed by the most renowned musi-
cians internationally. Two of the greatest
Armenian composers, Aram Khacha-
turian and Alan Hovhaness, have stated
that the foundation of Armenian music
rests in the genius of Gomidas.

Among the concert highlights sung
by the 36-voice choir was one of Gomi-
das’ most sacred works, the “Lord’s
Prayer,” and his beautifully melodic
“Wondrously Marvelous Flower.”

The program also included Christmas
carols and festive classics by interna-
tional and Armenian composers—Ara
Bartevian, Khoren Mekanejian, and War-
dan Sarxian. Soloists included Anoosh

Barclay, Alyne Corrigan, Anoush
Givelekian, Alvard Mayilyan, and
Solange Merdinian. James Hopkins was
the guest organist.

To Sing and Speak With Angels
“The beauty of Christmas songs sym-

bolizes the miracle and beauty of the
birth of Christ,” said Diocesan Primate
Fr. Daniel Findikyan, in remarks follow-
ing the concert.

He stated that in his new role as Pri-
mate, “I am privileged to be the benefici-
ary of so many wonderful
accomplishments, including the 60-year
legacy of the Gomidas Choir.” He re-
vealed that his grandfather Hagop Find-
ikyan directed the Gomidas Choir in
Bolis in the 1950s.

“One of the greatest gifts God gives
us is to sing and speak with angels—
something we do every Sunday during
our Badarak,” the Primate continued.

In paying tribute to the 60-year his-
tory of the Gomidas Choir, which in-
cludes more than 65 departed members,
he “thanked all the singers, Maestro Kris
Kalfayan, and especially Gomidas
Vartabed.”

“We have felt the grace of the music
which you will continue to give for many
decades to come,” the Primate said.
“May the New Year be filled with the sa-
cred music that we have heard in this
cathedral.”

The concert concluded with the beau-
tiful benediction hymn, “The Lord Bless
You and Keep You,” by Peter Lutkin, gar-
nering a standing ovation, and a bouquet
of flowers for the artists.

During the reception that followed in
the Diocesan Center’s Haik and Alice
Kavookjian Auditorium, Kris Kalfayan—
who has directed the choir for 37 years—
said that the concert was dedicated to the
memory of “those who sang and no
longer are with us.” He recalled that the
70-strong, all-male Gomidas Choir sang
for the consecration of St. Vartan Cathe-
dral 50 years ago.

“Gomidas means Armenian music,”
Kalfayan said with passionate emphasis.
“Without him, we would have nothing
preserved from the past.”

For classical guitarist Robert Kinoian,
“the choir sounded beautiful in a beauti-
ful setting. The music put us in the spirit
of the true meaning of Christmas.”

Singer Maria P. Ruiz called the per-
formance “peaceful and prayerful. There
was a good blending of the dynamics.”

And proud, 60-year choir member
Varoujan Arslanian said he felt “so
happy tonight.” He nostalgically remem-
bered devoted founder Issahag Abra-
hamian, who “taught with pleasure, and
sang melodically.” Expressing the emo-
tions of many, he said: “I am flying to the
moon tonight.”



ST. VARTAN CATHEDRAL MARKS 60 YEARS
OF GOMIDAS CHOIR IN JOYOUS

CHRISTMAS CONCERT
By FLORENCE AVAKIAN

Erdogan: Turkey can start operation in Syria at
any time after Bolton’s visit

Turkey can launch an operation against Kurdish formations in northern Syria at
any time after the visit of U.S. National Security Adviser John Bolton, Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan stated on Tuesday, TASS reported quoting the Yeni Shafak
newspaper.

Erdogan turning down a meeting with U.S. National Security Adviser John Bolton
followed Bolton’s claim that Turkey “targets Kurds” in Syria, claims that were firmly
rejected by Ankara. If meeting with Bolton were “necessary,” then "we could have
said yes,” Erdogan told reporters in the capital Ankara, citing his “heavy schedule”
in turning down the meeting. Bolton should instead meet with presidential
spokesman Ibrahim Kalin, said Erdogan, Anadolu noted.

Erdogan added that he can talk to U.S. President Donald Trump at any moment.
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6 PM, Sunday, March 31, 2019 in Pasadena
Save the date

On Sunday, January 20, 2019, the Ed-
ucational Committee of the Armenian
Apostolic Church of Crescenta Valley will
host a lecture on the “The Armenian
Community of Ethiopia - Past and Pres-
ent” presented by Asbed Pogarian. The
lecture will begin at 1:00 p.m., after the
conclusion of Divine Liturgy, at the
Prelacy “Dikran and Zarouhie Der Ghaz-
arian” Hall (6250 Honolulu Ave, La Cres-
centa, CA 91214).

Despite their distant geographic
homelands, Armenians and Ethiopians
have been in contact for many centuries,
mainly through their common branch of
Christianity. Armenian clergy have vis-
ited Ethiopia and vice versa. Individual
Armenians have settled in Ethiopia as
traders and advisors, but it was only in

the late 1800s and early 1900 that a com-
munity was formed.

In 1924, the future Emperor Haile Se-
lassie "adopted" 40 orphans from the Ar-
menian orphanage in Jerusalem and
brought them to Ethiopia, making them
his official Imperial Marching Band.
Their leader, Kevork Nalbandian, com-
posed the national anthem of Ethiopia in
1930, which played until the Communist
Revolution of 1974, when it was discon-
tinued. After the Revolution, most Arme-
nians left the country.

Asbed Pogarian is a third generation
Ethiopian-Armenian. His paternal grand-

father arrived in Ethiopia in 1899 after
surviving the Hamidian massacres of
1895-96. Both his parents were born in
Addis Ababa. He left Ethiopia in 1975
and attended the Melkonian Educational
Institute in Cyprus. In 1985, he spent a
year in Yerevan researching the relation-
ship between Ethiopians and Armenians
throughout history. Last January, after an
absence of 43 years, he returned to
Ethiopia for the first time and docu-
mented his travel in the film, Dear
Ethiopia: A Love Letter.

We invite our parishioners and the
greater community to attend Divine
Liturgy and the presentation to follow.
There will be a reception with Sample of
Ethiopian Food. The event is free of
charge to the public.

CV Church Presents "The Armenian
Community of Ethiopia - Past and Present"

by Asbed Pogarian

University of Michigan
Armenian Studies Program

Wednesday, January 23, 2019
4:00-5:30 PM

Room 555, Weiser Hall, 500 Church
Street, Ann Arbor, MI 48109 

David Leupold
2018-19 Manoogian Postdoctoral

Fellow, U-M
Grounded in the field of late Ottoman

history this lecture will draw on the disci-
plines of political sociology and anthropol-
ogy to challenge bottom-up narratives and
relate the past of contested geographies lo-
cated in the shattered zones of the post-Ot-
toman and the post-Soviet. Dr. Leupold
will examine the relationship between bi-
ographical subjects, the politics of memory
and communal boundaries in the region
around Lake Van - a geography where col-
lective violence stretches back in time to the
Armenian Genocide of 1915 and into the
contemporaneous Kurdish conflict. 

Dr. David Leupold earned his PhD in
Social Sciences from Humboldt-Universität
zu Berlin in 2018. His dissertation titled,
“Bridging Memories on Contested Geogra-
phies,” takes an interdisciplinary approach
rooted in the fields of Anthropology, Mod-
ern History, and Political Sociology. 
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 D.J. Markar Haboub-
Catering by Raffis

  , 16  2019,  
 800-,   .

1901 N. Allen Ave., Altadena, CA 91001

   
(818)307-8176
(626)296-2921

    « » 

  $50
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