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To mark the International Day of
Commemoration and Dignity of the Vic-
tims of the Crime of Genocide and of the
Prevention of this Crime, AGBU contin-
ued its commitment to the UN's mandate
of genocide prevention through educa-
tion. Three AGBU centers in various lo-
cations worldwide organized
observances including a panel on con-
temporary conflicts in the Middle East, a
book talk on ancestral histories and an
AGBU sponsored concert.

"The way we chose to narrate the his-
tory of the Middle East is very problem-
atic because it doesn't help us
understand our past," began Vicken
Cheterian, a political analyst from
Geneva's Webster University. "It is cen-
tral to look at Ottoman history from the
beginning of the 19th century to under-
stand what is happening the Middle East
now." Speaking in Brussels, Professor
Cheterian was joined in discussion by
Professor Uur Ümit Üngör of Utrecht
University on the panel "Mass Violence
in the Middle East Today." Aude Merlin,
a Lecturer of Political Science at the Uni-
versité Libre de Bruxelles, moderated the
panel, which gathered a diverse audi-
ence, including academics, students and

representatives from governmental and
nongovernmental organizations alike on
December 13, 2018. 

As part of the Global Forum Against
the Crime of Genocide, organized in
Yerevan by the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs of the Republic of Armenia, AGBU
sponsored the opening night concert fea-
turing the State National Academic Choir
of Armenia and the Armenian National
Philharmonic Orchestra on December
9th, 2018. The forum's programming was
focused on genocide prevention through
accessible public education. "Given the
history of the Armenian nation, it is our
obligation to shine the light on the hor-
rors of all genocides as well as the ongo-
ing injustice of genocide denial in the
face of well-documented history," said
AGBU Armenia President Vasken Ya-
coubian, with Armenia's Acting Foreign
Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanyan at his
side. "AGBU is proud to help carry the
mantle of human rights advocacy by or-
ganizing and participating in interna-
tional symposia and panel discussions in
major capitals like New York, Paris and
Beirut. Today, we can do so not just as
survivors of genocide but as champions
of humanity."

AGBU CHAPTERS OBSERVE UNITED
NATIONS GENOCIDE COMMEMORATION

AND PREVENTION DAY

The Co-Founders of the Aurora Hu-
manitarian Initiative have announced Dr.
Tom Catena, an American physician and
Catholic missionary from Amsterdam,
New York has joined the organisation as
Chair.

The appointment was announced
during the Aurora Dialogues in Berlin.
Dr. Catena joins the organization during
a period of significant growth and will be
responsible for engaging key humanitar-
ian stakeholders, working with global
partners and overseeing Aurora’s educa-
tional and outreach projects, including
the internationally recognised, Aurora
Prize. Aurora was established three years
ago, and has impacted the lives of dis-
placed individuals, children in conflict
zones, refugees, migrants and vulnerable
citizens around the world. Since 2016, the
Aurora Prize has awarded over $3.3 mil-
lion to unsung heroes and has supported

23 projects in 11 areas of humanitarian
assistance globally. This year, the Aurora
Prize supported over 375,000 Rohingya
refugees. A further 62 students from con-
flict areas have been recipients of the Au-
rora Gratitude Scholarships program to
study at United World Colleges around
the world and the American University
of Armenia.  

In May 2017, Dr. Catena was named
as the Aurora Prize Laureate for his
courageous work in the Nuba Moun-
tains. Since 2008, he has served more
than half a million people as the sole sur-
geon at the Mother of Mercy Hospital, an
institution he has been dedicated to
since. He has been based in Sudan’s war-
ravaged territory for the last decade
where humanitarian aid is restricted.
Known as “Dr Tom” by locals, he pro-
vides treatment for people suffering ail-
ments and war wounds. He will continue
his role as Medical Director at the hospi-
tal working with a team of doctors,
sourced by the Catholic Medical Mission
Board in cooperation with the African
Mission Healthcare Foundation, to work
in the Nuba Mountains in parallel with
his new responsibilities with the Aurora
Humanitarian Initiative.  

Surgeon and Missionary Dr. Tom Catena
Announced as Chair of Aurora

Humanitarian Initiative

Pasadena Armenian Police Advisory
Council’s (PAPAC) 23rd annual toy drive
took place on Tuesday, December 11, 2018,
at 9:00 am at the Pasadena Police Depart-
ment’s lobby. The lobby had a huge
Christmas tree with the toys scattered
around it and all over the staircase.

I represent the Tekeyan Cultural Asso-
ciation in PAPAC. PAPAC is a non-profit
organization representing the Armenian
churches, political parties, and cultural or-
ganizations in the Pasadena area. It was
founded on the request of former
Pasadena Police Chief, Bernard Melekian,
to serve as a liaison between the Pasadena
Police Department and the Armenian

community in Pasadena. 
During the Christmas season, the toy

drive has been an integral part of
PAPAC’s activities, accomplishing the
goal of reaching out to the Pasadena com-
munity at large and distributing toys to
needy children. The toys are collected by
the Armenian organizations represented
in PAPAC, including churches, schools,
and cultural organizations. The recipients
of these donations are the non-profit or-
ganizations, outside the Armenian com-
munity, in the city of Pasadena.

Hovan Sarkisian was the Master of
Ceremonies on the day of the Toy Drive.
He first invited Rev. Sarkis Petoyan, Pas-

tor of St. Gregory Armen-
ian Church in Pasadena,
for the invocation. Follow-
ing this, the Pasadena
High School choir ren-
dered a medley of Christ-
mas songs. This was their
8th year of participation in
PAPAC’s Toy Drive.

Rev. Serop
Mgrditchian, Pastor of Ar-
menian Evangelical Cilicia
Church in Pasadena, gave
a short sermon about giv-
ing, which is the spirit of
Christian faith, especially
in the Christmas season.

Tavlian Preschool students and Sahag-
Mesrob Armenian Christian School stu-
dents participated in the program, singing
Christmas songs in English and Armen-
ian. Furthermore, students from Hov-
sepian Middle School read poetry
pertaining to the spirit of the season.

Dikran Davidian, Chairman of
PAPAC, reflected upon the mission of
PAPAC and briefly explained the purpose
of the toy drive. He then thanked all the
organizations for their efforts to collect the
toys and distribute them to the needy chil-
dren of Pasadena. 

John Perez, Interim Police Chief of
Pasadena, thanked everyone for this an-
nual give away and praised the partici-
pants in the cultural program put on by

the students of the various schools in the
Pasadena area.

State Senator Anthony Portantino took
to the podium and congratulated PAPAC
for this worthy contribution and thanked
all the participants in the cultural pro-
gram.

Rev. Boghos Baltayan, Pastor of St.
Sarkis Armenian Church in Pasadena,
was called upon to offer the Benediction.
This concluded the ceremony, and then
everyone was invited to participate in the
reception.

This year’s recipients were the follow-
ing organizations: Union Station Home-
less Services, Harambee Ministries, and
Villa Parke Community Center.   



PAPAC’s TOY DRIVE
By KEVORK KEUSHKERIAN

PAPAC members with Police Chief Perez.

Pasadena H. School Choir on the staircase and 
Tavlian Preschool students on the right.
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WASHINGTON, D.C. –
Congress and the Administra-
tion congratulated Nikol
Pashinyan and the citizens of
Armenia on last week’s his-
toric parliamentary elections,
reported the Armenian Assem-
bly of America (Assembly).

Spearheaded by Senator
Ed Markey (D-MA) and Con-
gressional Caucus on Armen-
ian Issues Co-Chair
Congressman Frank Pallone, Jr.
(D-NJ), U.S. Representatives
sent a bipartisan, bicameral let-
ter of congratulations on December 14 to
Pashinyan. In addition to Senator Markey
and Congressman Pallone, the letter was
also signed by Senators Jack Reed (D-RI)
and Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI), along
with Armenian Caucus leaders David
Trott (D-MI), Jackie Speier (D-CA), David
Valadao (R-CA), Adam Schiff (D-CA), and
Gus Bilirakis (R-FL).

“Since April of last year, the Republic
of Armenia has seen a remarkable change
in its government through peaceful and
democratic means. This change was mo-
tivated by the Armenian people strongly
expressing their desire for an open
democracy.  Sunday’s election was an-
other resounding victory for advocates of
a free and fair electoral process and ongo-
ing democratic reforms,” the letter stated.

Last week, citizens of the Republic of
Armenia participated in a proud moment
in its history. Through free and transpar-
ent parliamentary elections, the people
consolidated earlier gains secured
through peaceful protests for change in
April of this year. 

“We will continue to identify oppor-
tunities to aid Armenia’s efforts to diver-
sify its economy, strengthen its trade ties
with countries like the United States, and
continue to act as a safe haven for reli-

gious minorities fleeing persecution in the
Middle East.  We are proud of the strong
bilateral relationship between our two
countries and look forward to bolstering
our historic ties and friendship,” Senator
Markey and Congressman Pallone jointly
stated.

“Armenians living in Armenia and
around the world should take great pride
in the country’s successful elections. Since
Armenia’s Velvet Revolution began last
April, my heart has been full watching Ar-
menians from all walks of life engage po-
litically, make demands of their
government, and spur progress towards a
truly representative democracy. I look for-
ward to continuing to work with Prime
Minister Pashinyan, other Members of
Congress, and the Armenian people as we
strengthen Armenia’s democracy and our
nations’ ties,” Armenian Caucus Co-Chair
Congresswoman Speier told the Armen-
ian Assembly. 

“The past six months have seen an un-
precedented political transition in Arme-
nia, and the conduct of a free and fair
parliamentary election on December 9
was an exciting and welcome step on the
pathway towards an invigorated Armen-
ian democracy. I look forward to working
to deepen and strengthen our country’s
ties to Armenia – economic, military, and

political – and to ensure we
provide all appropriate assis-
tance as our friend and ally Ar-
menia navigates towards a
bright, democratic future,”
House Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence Ranking
Member and Armenian Caucus
Co-Vice Chair Adam Schiff said
to the Armenian Assembly.

State Department Deputy
Spokesperson Robert Palladino
also issued a statement on be-
half of the U.S. government
congratulating the people of

Armenia on the conduct of their parlia-
mentary elections. 

“We welcome the assessment by the
Organization for Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe’s (OSCE) Office for Demo-
cratic Institutions and Human Rights that
Armenia’s parliamentary elections were
competitive and that candidates were able
to campaign freely. The United States con-
curs with the OSCE’s preliminary conclu-
sions that the elections process enjoyed
broad public trust and respected funda-
mental freedoms. We encourage the au-
thorities to address OSCE and Venice
Commission recommendations for future
elections,” stated the State Department
Deputy Spokesperson. 

“This year has been a time of remark-
able change in Armenia. For 27 years, the
United States has sought to support the
development of democratic processes and
institutions in Armenia, and we will con-
tinue to do so. We look forward to work-
ing with the new Armenian Parliament
and Government to deepen our bilateral
partnership and cooperation to
strengthen the rule of law and democratic
institutions, combat corruption, promote
trade and investment, and safeguard re-
gional and global security,” Palladino
added.

U.S. CONGRATULATES ARMENIA'S DEMOCRATIC ELECTIONS
Markey, Pallone Spearhead Bicameral Letter to Nikol Pashinyan

Adam Schiff (D-CA)

Armenian Assembly Executive Director Bryan Ardouny, Armenian Assembly Development
& Grassroots Associate Mariam Khaloyan, Congresswoman Jackie Speier, and Armenian

Assembly Co-Chair Anthony Barsamian during a recent meeting where they discussed dem-
ocratic reforms in Armenia as well as other issues

Senator Ed Markey (left) and Congressman Frank Pallone, Jr. (right

Sourje Tir
How To Impress
Interviewers
By ARVIN DEMERJIAN

I want to dedicate this article to all
my readers who are looking for jobs, run-
ning from interview to interview, and
anyone else who knows how stressful in-
terviews can be. For the past month, I
have been in that position. Applying to
jobs is extremely stressful, especially
when you haven’t applied to long term
jobs. 

For my teaching credential program,
I had the option of student teaching,
which is when you shadow a current
teacher for a semester, or a paid intern-
ship, where you get hired as a full time
teacher at a school. I was determined to
get hired as an intern, so I applied to all
the math teacher openings that I could
find (there were only four of them). Each
interview that I went to was more stress-
ful than the last, even though I was well
prepared. After going through the
process, I decided to write a collection of
tips and tricks that I wish I knew before
going to all my interviews.

The first tip, although it may seem
like common sense, is to dress better than
you would for the job. This will show in-
terviewers that you took time to get
ready for this job and that you care
enough to spend time getting ready.
Keep in mind that you’re trying to im-
press them during the interview, but also
as soon as you walk in. The first impres-
sion time frame is only 7 seconds, so you
have to make those count. Walk in there
looking as professional as you can, make
eye contact, smile, and give a nice and
firm handshake! 

The second best tip I could give you
is to be comfortable. Interviews can be
uncomfortable and stressful, but by re-
maining calm and being comfortable,
you will be able to think more clearly.
You want to make sure you can think
clearly so that you can answer all of the
interview questions to the best of your
ability. 

The third tip is that it’s okay to take a
moment to think about how you would
answer the questions. Some interviewers
will show you the questions they will be
asking, and tell you that you can take a
few minutes to look over them. Use this
time! Figure out what the best answers
would be to their questions, because you
are there to impress them and show that
you know exactly what you are talking
about.

Now go out there and impress every-
one!

New Armenian government
will have 12 ministries,
instead of 17

The new government of Armenia will have 12 min-
istries, instead of 17, Civilnet reported.

It is expected to terminate the post of first deputy
prime minister, to dissolve Ministry of Diaspora, while
the deputy prime minister is expected to coordinate re-
lations with the diaspora.

A ministry of infrastructures and state property will
be created, which will deal with issues of transport, en-
ergy and state property. The Ministry of Transport,
Communications and Information Technology will be-

come the Ministry of Communications and High Tech-
nologies.

The ministries of economic development and agri-
culture are expected to be merged into the ministry of
economics. The Ministry of Culture, Sports and Youth
will be a part of the Ministry of Education and Science.

According to Factor.am, Acting Culture Minister Lilit
Makunts will become the head of My Step faction in the
new National Assembly, while Hakob Shimidyan will
be the secretary of the faction, the information was con-
firmed by Lena Nazaryan.

“The candidacy of Ararat Mirzoyan, Alen Simonyan
and mine will be nominated for the post of speaker and
vice-speakers of the National Assembly,” she said,
adding that it is possible to have one more new com-
mittee - the Standing Committee on Human Rights.

Russia ambassador explains why Moscow
did not congratulate Armenia acting PM on
parliamentary election win

There is an interstate protocol, according to which, such
congratulations are not acknowledged.

Russian Ambassador to Armenia Sergey Kopirkin stated
the above-said at a press conference on Tuesday. He noted
this when asked why Moscow has not congratulated Arme-
nia’s Acting Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan on the win in
the parliamentary election on December 9.

In the ambassador’s words, such congratulations are ex-
tended after the appointment has taken place.

“We [Russia] are following the timetable for the forma-
tion of power structures,” Kopirkin explained. “That’s why
no questions arise there.”
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Pogossian Family Ensemble to perform a
Classical Holiday Concert

Glendale, CA – Abril Bookstore's Music Nights will present a special holiday con-
cert of Classical Music Gems performed by the Pogossian Family Ensemble on Satur-
day, December 29, 2018 at 7:30pm at ABRIL BOOKSTORE - 415 E. Broadway, Glendale,
CA. Part of the proceeds from the concert will benefit Music for Food. Tickets are now
available at www.itsmyseat.com/abrilbooks or at Abril Bookstore. For more infor-
mation, call (818) 243-4112.

This festive holiday program will feature works by Mozart, Komitas, Aram
Khachaturian, and Johann Strauss. The Pogossian Family Ensemble is composed of
Movses Pogossian, Artistic Director of the Dilijan Chamber Music Series and UCLA
Professor; Varty Manouelian, Los Angeles Philharmonic musician and prize-winning
violinist; cellist Edvard Pogossian, recent graduate of the Juilliard School and recipi-
ent of the prestigious Kovner Fellowship; violist Cara Pogossian, sophomore at the
Curtis Institute of Music and 1st Prize Winner of the California ASTA Competition,
and clarinetist Anoush Pogossian, Principal Clarinet of the National Youth Orchestra
2 and Young Arts Finalist.

Music for Food is a non-profit organization which raises awareness of the hunger
problem faced by a large percent of the population, and gives the opportunity to ex-
perience the powerful role music can play as a catalyst for change.

The Western Diocese of the Armenian
Church announced it will become a Pillar
of the American University Armenia
through “The Archbishop Hovnan
Derderian Scholarship Fund of the West-
ern Diocese of the Armenian Church of
North America.” To mark the symbolic
occasion, leadership from both AUA and
the Western Diocese gathered together
on Tuesday, December 11 in a meeting of
partnership and camaraderie at the
Diocesan Headquarters in Burbank, Cal-
ifornia.

“This is truly an outstanding mile-
stone,” said Archbishop Hovnan Derder-
ian, Primate of the Western Diocese.
“There should not be one Armenian stu-
dent who does not receive a university
education.”

Academics have always been a prior-
ity for the Primate, which led to the for-
mation of the scholarship fund that aims
to provide scholarships and financial aid
to students of Armenian descent enrolled
in Armenian schools. 

Archbishop Derderian remarked that
the Western Diocese is “proud” of this
initiative and highlighted the importance
of the reciprocal notion of giving and re-
ceiving in life. 

“I know how hard it is to fund an ed-
ucation,” said Archbishop Derderian,
who earned both his bachelor’s and mas-
ter’s degrees in theology at Oxford Uni-
versity. “I hope other organizations will
now be encouraged to support this en-
deavor as well.” 

Dr. Armen Der Kiureghian, President
of the American University of Armenia,
expressed his gratitude to Archbishop
Derderian, the Western Diocese and to
Dr. Kris Mirzayan, an AUA Pillar and
member of the Western Diocese Educa-
tional Committee, who served as the con-
duit between the University and the
Church, noting he is a “big champion” of
AUA and has been a “strong force in pro-
moting the University.”

“In our history, the Armenian Church
has always been a strong proponent of
education,” said Dr. Der Kiureghian.
“That continues today as the Western
Diocese becomes a Pillar of our Univer-
sity.”

Dr. Der Kiureghian emphasized the
noteworthy mission of AUA that “pre-
pares future leaders of Armenia” and the
integral role the University plays in the

country’s development. 
He provided further insight about the

100 Pillars of AUA program, which is an
elite group of 100 donors who contribute
$50,000 over a five year period to benefit
the University where the funds are
needed most, covering everything from
scholarships to state-of-the-art facilities,
to recruiting high-quality professors. Re-
cent funds have been allocated towards
the establishment of three new educa-
tional programs, including the MS in
Strategic Management, BS in Engineer-
ing Sciences and BS in Data Science. 

Sharing his thoughts, Dr. Mirzayan
said the afternoon was a “happy occa-
sion to bring together these two great in-
stitutions to help our students because
no one should be left behind.” 

Dr. Mirzayan thanked Archbishop
Derderian for his ongoing support and
stressed the positive changes AUA has
brought to Armenia.  “Srpazan Hayr, you
planted the seed for these students, who
are the future of Armenia.”

On behalf of The Archbishop Hovnan
Derderian Scholarship Fund, Alice
Chakrian, Chair, elaborated on the orga-
nization’s goals and the strides it has
made in its brief history in terms of pro-
viding scholarships and establishing an
endowment for future growth. 

“Our short term goal was to provide
scholarships for Armenians in the Los
Angeles area Armenian schools but our
long term goal was to always aid Arme-
nia,” said Alice. “Thanks to Dr. Kris

Mirzayan, our long-term goal became a
short-term goal.”

Established 6 years ago to ensure that
every Armenian student is able to receive
an Armenian education in an Armenian
school, the scholarship fund also recog-
nizes the significance of advancing the
greater community by encouraging and
mentoring students to one day become
leaders of the Armenian Church and the
Armenian people. 

“The Archbishop Hovnan Derderian
Scholarship Fund is honored to become
a Pillar and continue to educate future
generations of Armenians,” said Alice.
“We have a great admiration for the Uni-
versity because it is beneficial to Arme-
nians in the Diaspora and in the
homeland.” 

President Emeritus of the American
University of Armenia and Chair of the
Turpanjian Rural Development Program,
Dr. Haroutune Armenian spoke about
the far-reaching effects of funding the ed-
ucation of students in Armenia and cited
many examples of successful AUA
alumni who continue to remain con-
nected to the University upon gradua-
tion. 

“These scholarships impact both the
student and a wider circle,” said Dr. Ar-
menian. “AUA has awarded thousands
of scholarships and that is a big sacrifice
on the University’s part, but we do it be-
cause we know it can change the entire
future of a people and of a country.” 

Archbishop Derderian gave his posi-

tive impressions when visiting AUA’s
campus, particularly the pristine
grounds and the energy of the students.

“By becoming AUA Pillars, we help
awaken the minds of young Armenians
to study in the homeland,” said Arch-
bishop Derderian. “We are all links in a
chain that join together to help Armenia
grow.” 

Representing the Archbishop Hov-
nan Derderian Scholarship Fund were
Anahit Andreassian, Roy Boulghourjian,
Alice Chakrian, Eileen Keusseyan, An-
gela Parseghian and Silvana Vartanian.
Other members include Armine Bedross-
ian, Angie Garibyan, Vicki Grigorian,
Peggy Kankababian, Siva Katchiguian,
Silva Sepetjian and Maggie Sumian. Also
in attendance was The Very Rev. Fr.
Dajad Dz. V. Yardemian, Dr. Maral An-
jargolian, an AUA Pillar and member of
the Diocesan Council, Harout Markarian,
Executive Director of the Western Dio-
cese, Sergey Arustamyan, Communica-
tions Department, and Diran Avagyan,
Program Management/Special Assign-
ments.

Other AUA representatives in atten-
dance included Dr. Alina Gharabegian,
Interim Dean, College of Humanities &
Social Sciences, Marianna Achemian, As-
sistant Director of Development, and
Taleen Babayan, Associate Director of
Development Communications. 

TALEEN BABAYAN

Western Diocese Joins the 100 Pillars of AUA

Representatives of the Western Diocese, the Archbishop Hovnan Derderian Scholarship Fund and the American University of Armenia
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Esso Mediterranean Bistro
New Years Banquet

Great food                     Music by DJ Leo                 Davool Zournah

ADULTS $100, CHILDREN $75
DECEMBER 31ST, STARTS AT 8PM

Entertainment and activities for children
ENCINO BANQUET GARDEN, 5955 LINDLEY AVE., TARZANA, CA 91356

For Reservation Please Call (818) 632-4682 or (818) 514-6201

Not many people still walking the
planet can say they watched Babe Ruth
and Lou Gehrig play in Yankee Stadium.

Fewer people can say they snapped
portraits of Franklin Roosevelt in the
White House.

Though B. Artin Haig's hearing isn't
what it used to be, once he gets going the
memories start to flood back. And, wow,
what memories.

"I used to go to baseball games and I
used to sit on the third base side because
I liked to see them steal home," Haig said
in an interview at St. John's on the Lake,
where he lives.

"Babe Ruth was my favorite player
and Lou Gehrig second. Babe Ruth was
not only friendly, he was outgoing," said
Haig. "Lou Gehrig was a very good
player. He was actually a better player
than Babe Ruth though Babe Ruth had a
few more home runs."

That's true — Babe Ruth hit 714
homers and Gehrig, whose career was
cut short by the illness that now carries
his name, hit 493.

Haig celebrated his 104th birthday in
August. In 2014, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention reported there
were 72,197 American centenarians, a 44
percent increase since 2000.

Born Haig Artin Kojababian in Arme-
nia in 1914, less than a week after the
start of World War I, he was orphaned at
the age of 4 or 5. He saw his mother
dragged away by Turkish soldiers; his fa-
ther, a math professor, disappeared. His
family was wealthy and among the rul-
ing class in their Armenian village of
Hadjin. 

He fled Armenia and lived with an
uncle in Constantinople, then moved to
Marseilles, France, and Buenos Aires, Ar-
gentina, before immigrating to New York
when he was around 10 years old. There,
a distant cousin owned a photography

studio at West 46th Street and Broadway
— Times Square. Haig wanted to photo-
graph pretty girls and he asked his
cousin, who took pictures for theater pro-
ducer Flo Ziegfeld, what he needed to do
to become a professional photographer.

"I learned photography from him. He
made me study chemistry so I knew how
to mix chemicals. I would add chemicals
for more contrast," said Haig.

While he was in high school, the al-
ways nattily dressed Haig worked at a
grocery store for an uncle who operated
a large Oriental rug business and as a
messenger on Wall Street. He remembers
the 1929 Wall Street crash, which led to
the Great Depression. "But it didn't affect
me. We still worked, but tips were not as
good."

His skills as a photographer im-
proved and eventually photography
would become his life's work.

Haig moved to Washington, D.C.,
and worked for Underwood & Under-
wood, a news photography company
that had studios at hotels where brides
would come to get their photos taken. At
that time, Haig recalled, brides would
arrange for photos to be taken by two or
three photographers free of charge before
choosing their favorite to hire.

He also found his own bride at Un-
derwood & Underwood — his wife,
Mabel, who was known as Caroline, was
a receptionist at the firm. They were mar-
ried for more than four decades before
she died in 1977 of lung cancer.

Though he became known for his
bridal photography, Haig was also Un-
derwood & Underwood's White House
photographer, and he snapped photos of
the most famous Washington resident.

Haig and two assistants always trav-
eled to the White House early to set up
lights and cameras before President
Franklin Roosevelt arrived. Haig got
only seven to eight minutes to take as
many pictures as he could — usually
around a dozen shots — before the busy
Roosevelt needed to be somewhere else.

"I would talk to him and when I got a
good expression I snapped the picture,"
said Haig. 

One time, Roosevelt's French cuffs
were scrunched up and Haig helped the
president smooth them out.

"The next time I saw him he didn't re-
member my name but he said, 'Are you

going to fix my cuffs?' I said, 'Yes sir, Mr.
President,' " Haig said. "I was never shy
to speak freely. I would say 'Mr. Presi-
dent, when I'm taking the pictures, I'm
the boss.'"

He enjoyed taking pictures of politi-
cians, famous actors and other promi-
nent people. Haig can't remember their
names now and no longer has their auto-
graphs because he would throw them
away after a few days or weeks. Now he
regrets tossing the valuable autographs.

"If he didn't like what the person was
wearing, he would make them change,"
said his daughter, Dolores Mishelow. "He
thought if it wasn't flattering, they
wouldn't like it. They never complained."

He moved from Washington, D.C., to
Dallas to work for Gittings, a prominent
portrait studio at a time when portrait
photography was big. Haig moved to
Milwaukee in 1954 and bought a pho-

tography studio next to Chapman's De-
partment Store across from the Pfister
Hotel on Wisconsin Avenue.

He later opened up B. Artin Haig
Photography studios elsewhere in the
Milwaukee area.

Haig's nickname is "Honey" because
years ago one of his granddaughters
heard her grandmother only call him by
that name. So it stuck.

At the age of 93 he traveled back to
his homeland with his daughters, but his
village had been destroyed by the Turks
during the Armenian genocide.

"There wasn't much that he recog-
nized," said Mishelow. "He had never
been back since he escaped at night with
the help of the Kurdish people. I'm sure it
was very emotional for him. I think it
was exciting for him to see."

jsonline.com

Photographer, 104, survived genocide, watched Ruth and Gehrig, lived the American dream
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