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AGBU CONGRATULATES
NIKOL PASHINYAN AND THE NEW

PARLIAMENT OF ARMENIA
The Armenian General Benevolent Union congratulates Nikol Pashinyan on the

victory of the My Step Alliance in the December 9th parliamentary elections in Ar-

menia. With a clear mandate from the people and a solid coalition of parliamentary

representatives in support of his agenda, Mr. Pashinyan has realized a critical phase

in his movement for peaceful revolution in Armenia.

AGBU wishes Acting Prime Minister Pashinyan and the new parliament much

success as they work together to develop solutions to longstanding challenges while

creating the conditions for the Armenian people to reach their highest potentials.

AGBU will continue to keep abreast of political, social and economic develop-

ments in the country in terms of their potential impact on the people. AGBU, in line

with its mission, looks forward to support the next government in serving the inter-

est of the Armenian nation through our programs and projects in education, human-

itarian services, socio-economic development and culture.

WASHINGTON, D.C. – In a proud

moment for the Republic of Armenia, the

will of its citizens for a more democratic

and transparent government has pre-

vailed in open parliamentary elections,

consolidating the previous gains regis-

tered during the peaceful protests for

change in April this year. The Armenian

Assembly of America (Assembly) con-

gratulates Nikol Pashinyan and the citi-

zens of Armenia, and is invigorated by the

future in store for the nation.

“Armenians living in Armenia and

around the world should take great pride

in the country’s successful elections. Since

Armenia’s Velvet Revolution began last

April, my heart has been full watching Ar-

menians from all walks of life engage po-

litically, make demands of their

government, and spur progress towards a

truly representative democracy. I look for-

ward to continuing to work with Prime

Minister Pashinyan, other Members of

Congress, and the Armenian people as we

strengthen Armenia’s democracy and our

nations’ ties,” Congressional Caucus on

Armenian Issues Co-Chair Congress-

woman Jackie Speier told the Armenian

Assembly.

“There was a remarkable change in

Armenia and at the ballot box yesterday.

The way Armenia conducts itself going

forward has changed, and we have the

Armenian citizens and their political will

for a fully free, just, and equal nation to

thank. Yesterday’s elections marked an

important step forward towards estab-

lishing a stronger and more robust demo-

cratic framework for Armenia, which

stands in sharp contrast to the bordering

hostile nations of Azerbaijan and Turkey

whose governments’ corruption and un-

just imprisonment of journalists worsen

by the day. Armenia represents hope, and

the Armenian Assembly of America will

do everything in its capacity to foster this

courageous optimism and work with the

United States Government to strengthen

not only the hope but the prosperity of

Armenia,” stated Armenian Assembly

Co-Chairs Anthony Barsamian and Van

Krikorian.

With initial results released, the

United States Embassy to Armenia stated:

“Congratulations to the Armenian people

on a successful election yesterday!”

“The winners in yesterday’s elections

were clearly the people of Armenia, who

brought good spirit and energy to this

election,” said Peter Osusky, Special Co-

ordinator and leader of the short-term Or-

ganization for Security and Cooperation

in Europe (OSCE) observer mission.

“Democracy cannot proceed without

trust, so I am pleased that broad public

trust was the central characteristic of this

election. Now that voters have delivered

their message, it is up to the political lead-

ership in Armenia to ensure that this mo-

mentum is maintained, and further re-

forms are implemented to fully

consolidate the positive assessment we

are making today.”

During the press conference, Osusky

added that the observers praised the

“open atmosphere” during the political

campaigns that enabled real substantive

debate. “Members of our own team noted

with regard to the leaders’ debate held

last week that they would like to see sim-

ilar debates in their own countries,” Os-

usky said.

“Our assessment of these elections

highlights that fundamental freedoms

were respected, along with many other

positives,” said Ambassador Urszula

Gacek, Head of the election observation

mission from the OSCE Office for Demo-

cratic Institutions and Human Rights.

Published in the initial report of the

OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions

and Human Rights (ODIHR), the OSCE

Parliamentary Assembly (OSCE PA), the

Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of

Europe (PACE) and the European Parlia-

ment (EP), observers affirmed that “elec-

tion day proceeded calmly and free of

pressure on or intimidation of voters, and

voting, counting, and tabulation were as-

sessed positively by almost all observers.”

“These elections were very well or-

ganized, with minimum irregularities and

free of pressure on voters. I am very

happy that, as a result, public trust in the

electoral process was high,” said Heidi

Hautala, Head of the delegation from the

European Parliament. “We congratulate

the Armenian authorities and participants

in these elections and encourage the gov-

ernment and the National Assembly to

further improve the legislation ahead of

future elections.”

According to the preliminary election

results released by the Central Election

Commission (CEC) of Armenia Nikol

Pashinyan’s My Step Alliance won 70.1%

of the votes; the Prosperous Armenia

Party won 8.2%; and Bright Armenia won

6.3%.

Other parties and blocs running for

the elections failed to meet the 5% thresh-

old to make it into the 101-seat National

Assembly with the Republican Party

(HHK) scoring 4.7%; the ARF-Dashnakt-

sutyun party with 3.9%; Menk Alliance

with 2%; Sasna Tsrer Party with 1.81%;

Rule of Law Party with 1%; Citizen’s De-

cision Party with 0.68%; Christian-Demo-

cratic Renaissance Party with 0.5%; and

National Progress Party with 0.33% of the

votes.

Having won a majority of the seats in

parliament, Pashinyan has a strong man-

date to continue the path of political and

economic reforms ushered in by Arme-

nia’s own Velvet Revolution.

ARMENIA’S DEMOCRACY STRONG,
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS PRAISED
BY INTERNATIONAL OBSERVERS

Diocesan Legate Abp. Vicken Aykazian Attends
Signing Ceremony at White House on the Syria

& Iraq Genocide Accountability Act.

On December 11, 2018, President Trump signed the Iraq and Syria Genocide Emergency
Relief and Accountability Act, which promotes accountability for crimes committed by ISIS
and provides relief to persecuted religious groups in those countries.

Archbishop Vicken Aykazian, the Washington, DC-based Legate of the Diocese of the Ar-
menian Apostolic Church, was in attendance at the signing ceremony at the White House. 

Turkish lobbyist
extradited by Armenia
pleads guilty

The former president of a Texas-based

non-profit Kemal Oksuz pleaded guilty

today for his role in a scheme to conceal

the fact that a 2013 Congressional trip to

Azerbaijan was funded by the Azerbaijan

government, Jistice Department said in a

statement.

Kemal Oksuz, aka “Kevin Oksuz,” 49,

and previously a resident of Arlington,

Virginia, pleaded guilty to one count of

devising a scheme to falsify, conceal and

cover up material facts from the U.S.

House of Representatives Committee on

Ethics.  Oksuz will be sentenced on Feb.

11, 2019 before U.S. District Court Judge

Tanya S. Chutkan for the District of Co-

lumbia.

A five-count indictment was returned

earlier this year in the U.S. District Court

for the District of Columbia and ordered

unsealed in September.  Oksuz was re-

cently extradited from Armenia where he

was detained by authorities, pursuant to a

warrant that was issued for his arrest.

When will new
Armenian
government be
formed?

The Armenian Parliament will not

elect the Prime Minister after the new

National Assembly be formed.

According to Armenian Constitution,

after the formation of the Parliament, the

Armenian President appoints the PM

candidate proposed by the majority.

Proceeding from Article 150, the cab-

inet is formed after the appointment of

the prime minister within fifteen days,

while after the formation of the Govern-

ment, the leader must submit within 20

days to the National Assembly a pro-

gram of the Cabinet of Ministers. Ac-

cording to preliminary data, the first

meeting of the parliament will be held on

December 24.

As reported earlier, the Central Elec-

toral Commission has counted all the

ballots that were cast in Sunday’s snap

parliamentary election in Armenia.
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The Society for Armenian Studies (SAS) an-

nounced that Dr. Mehmet Polatel has been cho-

sen to receive the SAS Distinguished Dissertation

Award for 2015-2017 for his dissertation “Arme-

nians and the Land Question in the Ottoman Em-

pire, 1870-1914.” The SAS Award is accompanied

by a $1,000 prize.

Mehmet Polatel received a Ph.D. in Modern

Turkish History from Bogazici University (Istan-

bul) in 2017. He is a historian focusing on late Ot-

toman history and the early Turkish Republic.

His research interests are in the fields of power,

state formation, social change, nationalism, and genocide. He

has conducted research on the fate of Armenian property in the

Ottoman Empire and the Republic of Turkey. He is the co-au-

thor, with Uur Ümit Üngör, of Confiscation and Destruction:

The Young Turk Seizure of Armenian Property (London and

New York, 2011). Currently, he is a Manoogian post-doctoral

fellow at the University of Michigan.

Dr. Polatel’s dissertation examines the emergence and trans-

formation of the land question in the Ottoman Empire in the

nineteenth century, focusing on the extent and characteristics

of land disputes concerning Armenians. The views on the land

question, which emerged as a distinct social problem in the

1870s, varied among the central government, local authorities,

the Armenian political elite, Armenian institutions, Kurdish

powerholders, and the Kurdish political elite. Based on Ar-

menian, British, and Ottoman sources, this study demonstrates

that there were significant changes in the extent

and characteristics of land disputes during and

after the massacres of 1894-1897. These novelties

include the escalation of the problem, the par-

ticipation of ordinary people in the seizure of

Armenian properties, the dispossession of Ar-

menian large landowners, and the development

of a state policy directed at changing the demo-

graphic profile of the population in the region. 

On the news of receiving the award, Dr. Po-

latel stated: “I am humbled and deeply honored

to receive this award from the Society for Ar-

menian Studies which has been promoting Armenian studies

for decades. It means a lot to me. I sincerely thank the selection

committee for considering my dissertation to be worthy of this

distinguished award.” 

The SAS also chose Dr. Christopher Sheklian’s dissertation,

“Theology and Community: The Armenian Minority, Tradition,

and Secularism in Turkey” (University of Chicago, 2017), for

honorable mention. Dr. Sheklian is director of the Krikor and

Clara Zohrab Information Center at the Armenian Diocese in

New York.

The Society for Armenian Studies, founded in 1974, is an in-

ternational professional association representing scholars and

teachers in the field of Armenian Studies. The aim of the SAS is

to promote the study of Armenian culture and society, includ-

ing history, language, literature, and social, political, and eco-

nomic questions.

SAS Award for Distinguished Dissertation Conferred on Dr. Mehmet Polatel

Los Angeles, December 10, 2018 – The

American Armenian Rose Float Associa-

tion (AARFA) has released the design for

the next Armenian rose float, which will

take part in the 130th Pasadena Tourna-

ment of Roses, on January 1, 2019. This

will be the Armenian rose float’s fifth

consecutive participation in the world-

renowned tournament. 

Carrying the theme “Chanting

Stones: Karahunj,” the new Armenian

rose float celebrates the greatness of Ar-

menian culture, echoing the general

theme of the 130th Pasadena Tournament

of Roses, which is “The Melody of Life.” 

The design of the Armenian rose float

was inspired by the stones of Karahunj, a

prehistoric monument consisting of a for-

mation of megaliths, in Armenia’s Syu-

nik Province, and often referred to as

“the Armenian Stonehenge.” “Kara-

hunj,” which means “speaking stones” or

“chanting stones,” refers to the fact that

on windy days, the massive standing

stones of Karahunj make a distinctive

whistling sound. Karahunj predates

Stonehenge by 3,500 years.

In keeping with the musical theme of

the 2019 Tournament of Roses, the

newest Armenian float features a dy-

namic, exuberant design, with several

Armenian musical and cultural refer-

ences. The central element consists of a

duo of dancers performing the

yarkhushta, a beloved Armenian folk

dance. The two dancing figures were

taken from a painting by the acclaimed

artist Meruzhan Khachatryan. The

dancers are seen performing atop a for-

mation of rocks adorned with khazes, the

uniquely Armenian notes representing

the ancient Armenian system of musical

notation. The inclusion of the khazes

here is particularly significant as it hon-

ors the 150th anniversary of the birth of

Komitas, the renowned musicologist

who was devoted to the decipherment of

the khaz system.

Other elements of the float’s design

include a scattering of apricot trees (the

Latin name of the apricot, Prunus Arme-

niaca, means “Armenian plum”); as well

as a duduk player and three Armenian

mouflons, an endangered subspecies of

wild sheep. 

The design of the new Armenian rose

float was conceived by AARFA Board

member Johnny Kanounji.

On New Year’s Day, 2019, the

Pasadena Tournament of Roses will be

seen by about 700,000 spectators in

Pasadena and a global audience in 145

countries and territories. 

As in previous years, some 600 com-

munity volunteers will work on the floral

assembly of the 2019 Armenian rose

float. Given the considerable cost of ma-

terials and construction of the float, the

AARFA is appealing for generous grass-

roots community support. Tax-de-

ductible donations can be made online at

http://www.aarfa.org/fundraising or

sent to the following address: American

Armenian Rose Float Association, P.O.

Box 60005, Pasadena, CA 91116.

Chanting Stones KARAHUNJ
American Armenian Rose Float Association gears up for

2019 Pasadena Tournament of Roses

Sourje Tir
New Year’s
Resolutions
By ARVIN DEMERJIAN

As we go into 2019, many people will

decide to set personal goals for the year,

some New Year's’ Resolutions. What is

not often considered when setting these

goals is plausibility. Can I actually

achieve this? Will I stick to it and keep

working towards this goal? Sometimes,

we get so excited and set these massive

goals for ourselves, but then end up feel-

ing overwhelmed. 

So how can we avoid this feeling?

When setting goals for yourself, make

sure they are attainable. The goal has to

be reasonable for your lifestyle. If you are

working long hours every day, going to

the gym every single day might not be

the best way to go about setting a fitness

goal. Instead try going to the gym a few

times a week, and once you achieve that,

increase the number of times you go or

set a daily exercise goal for yourself in

2020.

Another thing that people tend to for-

get when setting their goals is that they

aren’t specific enough. During my Mas-

ter’s coursework, my professor told us

that our research question shouldn’t be

too broad. If your research questions is

too broad, it’s hard to keep focus on the

end result, and it becomes unclear where

you should even start. When goals are

too vague or broad, it can be difficult to

get started on them. I know so many peo-

ple who say their goal is to get fit, year

after year, but what exactly does it mean

to “get fit”? Are they trying to become

bodybuilders? Or do they want to be able

to lift a certain weight, or just lose

weight? 

Once you have your realistic and spe-

cific goals, it’s time to make a plan. Get a

calendar and set some checkpoints for

yourself. Where do you want to be a

month from now? Two months from

now? Six months from now? These

checkpoints can help to keep you on

track, and can serve as a reminder of

your goals throughout the year. For those

who want to “get fit,” what should that

look like a month from now? Or if you

want to create your own business, what

should you have done a month from the

start?

My goals for 2018 were to complete

my Master’s, get hired as a full-time

teacher, and to get more organized

through the use of a planner. A month

ago, I completed my Master’s research

and coursework. A week ago, I got hired

as a full-time math teacher at a high

school nearby. As for the organization

goal, I started off strong, and I kept up

with my planner until around Novem-

ber, then I fell behind. I will say that once

I started using my planner less, I was

much more stressed and was forgetting

things left and right. As I go into 2019, I

want to be consistent in the gym again

(going 4 days a week), use my planner

daily, and to create exciting project-based

assessments for each unit I teach my stu-

dents.

I hope you all set at least one goal for

yourselves, create a plan, and achieve it.

There will never be a right time to do

anything, you have to make it the right

time. 

LIVING DIASPORA: Supporting Education, Armenian
Language & Culture: Empower the Youth!!!

On Saturday January 19, 2019, MGO

will be  hosting a short Film Contest pres-

entation, and a Panel Discussion fol-

lowed by a benefit Concert at UCLA. 

The theme of the Day will be “Ar-

menian roots and language: connection,

disconnection, longing and the Future”.

MGO invites the Youth to create a 3-5

minute Short film expressing their point

of view and thoughts on the theme. The

Panel of Judges will consist of Sev Ohan-

ian, Natalie Qasabian, Vahe Berberian,

Peter Cowe, Albert Kodagolian and

Nazie Kodjian.

MGO will recognize the 50th an-

niversary of Narekatsi Armenian Lan-

guage studies at UCLA during the Panel

discussion while deliberating the topic of

the day. Dr. Razmik Panossian, Director

of Armenian Communities department

at Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation will

moderate the Panel discussion which

will be organized by The Narekatsi  chair

and & Faculty as well as the faculty of  of

Richard Hovannisian endowed chair in

Modern Armenian History. Students will

take part in the discussion as well.

The Final segment of the day will be

an Epic Benefit Concert held in UCLA’s

Royce Hall.

Armenian Pops Symphony Orchestra

Directed by Maestro Greg Hosharian will

collaborate with a Rock band and classi-

cal Armenian instruments to present a

Rock and hip-hop infused upbeat Ar-

menian Music. Featured artists include

Ayline Amirayan, Alene Aroustamian, R-

mean, TInie T, Hovig Demirjian, Jon

Varo, Drummer Jacob Armen, and dance

group Choreographed by Mihran Ki-

rakosian.

With the support of the community

We hope to lift up and fill the youth with

love of Armenian language, culture and

Art, while raising funds for educational

programs including the Narekatsi chair,

and Padus Araxes Cultural Association

and Funds for MGO’s scholarship fund.

Date of event: Saturday January 19,
2019

Film presentation and Panel Discus-
sion  3:30 pm Melnitz Hall

Living Diaspora Concert 6:30 pm
Royce Hall

Concert Tickets available at
www.itsmyseat.com/jan19 or
www.ticketmaster.com 818-538-4911
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Hollywood, CA (December 11, 2018) –

More than 1,000 donors, supporters,

clergy, public officials, and community

leaders attended the Armenian American

Museum Inaugural Gala on December 9

in Hollywood. The Museum’s highly an-

ticipated event was held at the prestigious

Ray Dolby Ballroom in Hollywood.

The Inaugural Gala was dedicated to

honoring the Glendale City Council for

securing premier land for the landmark

project as well as California State Senator

Anthony J. Portantino, California State

Senate President pro Tempore Emeritus

Kevin de León, California State Assem-

blymember Adrin Nazarian, and Califor-

nia State Assembly Speaker Anthony

Rendon for securing major funding from

the State of California. Los Angeles

County Supervisor Kathryn Barger also

surprised the audience with a $1 million

check presentation for the cultural and ed-

ucational center.

Following a reception in the forecourt,

the program began with the flag cere-

mony conducted by the Homenetmen

scouts and marching band followed by

the national anthems performed by the

Glendale High School Choir led by Direc-

tor Grace Sheldon-Williams.

The invocation was conducted by Mu-

seum Board of Trustees Co-Chairs Arch-

bishop Hovnan Derderian representing

the Western Diocese of the Armenian

Church of North America, Archbishop

Moushegh Mardirossian representing the

Western Prelacy of the Armenian Apos-

tolic Church, Bishop Mikael Mouradian

representing the Armenian Catholic

Eparchy, and Reverand Berdj Djambazian

representing the Armenian Evangelical

Union of North America.

Fox 11 Morning News Anchor/Re-

porter Araksya Karapetyan served as the

Master of Ceremonies for the evening and

welcomed the capacity crowd to the In-

augural Gala. During her remarks, Kara-

petyan shared her personal story of

immigrating to Southern California from

Gyumri, Armenia and expressed her hope

for what the Museum can accomplish for

the next generation of children.

Museum Executive

Chairman Berdj Kara-

petian delivered the

message from the Mu-

seum following a pow-

erful video called

“Nation of Builders”

featuring the schools,

churches, monuments,

and community centers

built around the world

by the Armenian Dias-

pora leading up to the

Armenian American

Museum project today.

“Thank you to our

more than 1,000 es-

teemed guests and honorees for joining us

at our Inaugural Gala and supporting the

Armenian American Museum,” stated

Chairman Karapetian. “Just as our ances-

tors have done in the past, we will build a

historic center with the community’s sup-

port that will serve generations to come.”

California State Senate President pro

Tempore Toni G. Atkins congratulated the

honorees of the evening and highlighted

the special bond between the State of Cal-

ifornia and the Armenian American com-

munity.

Following dinner served by Wolfgang

Puck, the capacity crowd was entertained

with a live musical performance by singer

Alene Aroustamian with musical partner

Vahan Bznuni.

Congressman Adam Schiff expressed

his support for the landmark project in a

video message, applauding the cultural

and educational center as a milestone

achievement for the entire community

and Armenians around the world.

The capacity crowd roared in ap-

plause and rose to their feet for a standing

ovation when Los Angeles County Super-

visor Kathryn Barger surprised the audi-

ence with a $1 million check presentation

for the cultural and educational center.

“This museum and cultural center will

serve as such a source of pride for Glen-

dale and Los Angeles County as a whole

to celebrate and remember the contribu-

tions of this special community,” stated

Supervisor Barger.

Master of Cere-

monies Araksya Kara-

petyan kicked off the

awards presentation

following the major an-

nouncement.

California State As-

semblymember Adrin

Nazarian and Assem-

bly Speaker Anthony

Rendon were honored

for their leadership in

securing an initial $1

million in funding for

the Museum from the

State of California, es-

tablishing significant early funding and

support with the State as a key partner. “I

am excited for all of the kids who are

going to be able to visit the Museum and

all of the learning, education, and possi-

bilities that are going to happen inside the

walls of the iconic Museum,” stated As-

semblymember Nazarian. Speaker Ren-

don expressed his appreciation for the

honor with a video message as well. The

awards were presented by Museum

Board of Trustees members Dr. Nazareth

Darakjian representing the Armenian

Missionary Association of America and

Gabriel Moloyan representing Nor

Serount Cultural Association.

California State Senator Anthony J.

Portantino and President pro Tempore

Emeritus Kevin de León were honored for

their leadership in securing an additional

$3 million in funding for the Museum

from the State of California, bringing the

State’s total commitment for the landmark

project to $4 million. “It is truly an honor

to represent the Armenian American com-

munity in the State Senate and support a

museum and cultural center that will

serve and complement our rich California

Armenian tapestry,” stated Senator Por-

tantino. President pro Tempore Emeritus

Kevin de León attended the Gala and ex-

pressed his appreciation to Museum rep-

resentatives and attendees as well. The

awards were presented by Museum

Board of Trustees Secretary Ani Bostanian

representing the Armenian Relief Society

Western USA and Dr. Raffi Balian repre-

senting the Nor Or Charitable Founda-

tion.

Glendale City Council with Glendale

Mayor Zareh Sinanyan and Councilmem-

bers Ara Najarian, Paula Devine, Vartan

Gharpetian, and Vrej Agajanian were hon-

ored for dedicating premier land in the

City of Glendale for the historic project,

officially marking Glendale Central Park

as the future home of the Museum. “We

are proud to support the Armenian Amer-

ican Museum and it is a great honor for

the City of Glendale to be the future home

of the world class cultural and educa-

tional center,” stated Mayor Sinanyan

speaking on behalf of the Glendale City

Council. The awards were presented by

Museum Board of Trustees Co-Treasurers

Talin Yacoubian representing AGBU West-

ern District and Avedik Izmirlian repre-

senting the Armenian Cultural

Foundation.

The Armenian American Museum

will be the first world class cultural and

educational center of its kind in America.

The Museum program will feature a Per-

manent Armenian Exhibition, Traveling

Multicultural Exhibitions, Performing

Arts Theater, Learning Center, Demon-

stration Kitchen, Museum Archives, and

more.

Learn more about the Armenian American
Museum at www.ArmenianAmericanMu-
seum.org.

The governing board of the Armenian
American Museum consists of representatives
from the following ten Armenian American
institutions and organizations: Armenian
Catholic Eparchy, Armenian Cultural Foun-
dation, Armenian Evangelical Union of North
America, Armenian General Benevolent
Union Western District, Armenian Mission-
ary Association of America, Armenian Relief
Society Western USA, Nor Or Charitable
Foundation, Nor Serount Cultural Associa-
tion, Western Diocese of the Armenian
Church of North America, and Western
Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church.

OVER 1,000 ATTEND ARMENIAN AMERICAN MUSEUM INAUGURAL GALA

Armenian American Museum
Inaugural Gala Master of Ceremonies

Araksya Karapetyan

Assemblymember Adrin Nazarian Presented Award by
Museum Board of Trustees

Los Angeles County Supervisor Kathryn
Barger Presenting $1 Million Check to Ar-

menian American Museum Executive Chair-
man Berdj KarapetianGlendale City Council Presented Award by Museum Board of Trustees

Senator Anthony Portantino Presented Award by Museum
Board of Trustees & Representatives

Armenian American Museum Board of Trustees Co-Chairs Leading
Invocation
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With delightful hearts and overjoyed

spirits, over 400 guests attended the 15th

Annual Christmas Ball on December 1st

at the Diocesan Complex in Burbank. The

theme of this year’s event, “Faith in Ac-

tion”, reflected the leadership and vision

of the twelve distinguished professionals

who were honored for their successful ca-

reers and devoted service to both the Ar-

menian and American communities.

The evening began with the tradi-

tional lighting of the giant Christmas Tree

in the Turpanjian Plaza, after which,

guests gathered for a reception in the Paul

Brothers Galleria as they visited with His

Eminence Archbishop Hovnan Derderian,

Primate; Diocesan Clergy; dignitaries and

most of all the opportunity to acknowl-

edge and congratulate the honorees. 

Guests were then seated in the beauti-

fully decorated Nazareth and Sima Kalay-

djian Hall to enjoy the evening’s

festivities. The program began with the

chanting of Christmas carols and songs by

the youth choir “Sound of Music and

Sense of Art Cultural Center” under the

leadership of Mrs. Sirvard Kavoukjian.

Thereafter, Fr. Khajag Shahbazian, Parish

Priest of the St. Leon Cathedral, blessed

the food and offered the invocation

prayer. Raffi Kendirjian, Chair of the

Christmas Ball Committee, delivered the

welcoming remarks on behalf of the or-

ganizing committee and expressed his

thanks and appreciation for all present for

their attendance and support of the hon-

orees. Kendirjian added by saying “This

annual tradition at the Diocese has been a

journey of love, friendship but above all, a

journey of celebrating success while

launching the season of Christmastide

with a true blast. This year is especially

meaningful as it highlights not only the

outstanding contributions of the honorees

but also marks the 15th anniversary of the

Primacy of His Eminence Archbishop

Hovnan Derderian, our beloved Primate.”

We are delighted to inform our faithful

that over 25 federal, state, and local offi-

cials were in attendance at the Christmas

Ball, including the Honorable Congress-

member Adam Schiff, the Honorable State

Senator Anthony Portantino, the Honor-

able State Assemblymember Laura Fried-

man, the Honorable Glendale City Mayor

Zareh Sinanyan, the Honorable Los An-

geles County Superior Court Judge Ar-

menui Amy Ashvanian, and others.

Diocesan Council Chair Joseph Kanimian,

Esq., Diocesan Council members and

more than 50 representatives of leading

Armenian-American organizations also

attended this year’s memorable Christ-

mas Ball.

Chairman Kanimian congratulated

the twelve honorees on their achieve-

ments and extended his gratitude to the

members of the organizing committee for

their relentless efforts, year after year, in

putting together a successful event.  He

stated that this year, the thirteenth honor

should be bestowed upon the organizing

committee.  He also congratulated Arch-

bishop Derderian on the joyous occasion

of the 15th anniversary of his election as

Primate of the Western Diocese and on the

occasion of his 61st birthday, wishing him

long life and great health. He concluded

his remarks by stating that with faith in

our Creator, Almighty God, we can move

mountains and achieve our goals. 

A video was shown with remarks by

each of the honorees reflecting on their ca-

reers, accomplishments and future goals.

The twelve honorees recognized this

evening were:  Arin Aboulian, MD, FCCP;

Thomas Alexanian, Robert Barsam, Ar-

sine Geuvdjelian, PharmD; Krekor

Karaguezian, Frederick Mesropi, Esq.; Edi

Sarafoglu, Sarkis Der Sarkissian, Aida

Sethian, Belet Shahbazian, and  Sebouh

Zaghikian.

His Eminence Archbishop Hovnan

Derderian in his remarks congratulated

the honorees for their dedication and dili-

gence in their professional lives; that

through their achievements they serve as

an inspiration for future generations and

bring pride and recognition to the Ar-

menian community. As each of the hon-

orees walked up to the podium to accept

their awards, they were greeted by ap-

plause and cheers from their family mem-

bers and friends.  The honorees also

received Certificates of Commendation

from Congressman Adam Schiff who ex-

tended his personal congratulations to the

honorees and wished those present a joy-

ous Christmas season.   Mr. Schiff has

been a regular participant at each of our

annual Christmas Ball celebrations.

Addressing the guests, Archbishop

Derderian thanked the Almighty God for

entrusting him the pastoral guidance of

Christ’s flock and vowed to serve the Ar-

menian Church and community with re-

newed dedication and zeal. Archbishop

Derderian noted that the 15th Anniver-

sary celebration is a collective one for the

Primacy is a partnership between the Pri-

mate and the community. Furthermore,

the success of the Western Diocese is con-

ditioned upon the shared vision and col-

lective work of the faithful.

Raffi Kendirjian, Chair, expressed his

sincere appreciation to the members of the

Christmas Ball Organizing Committee,

for their continued service and hard work

in the planning and preparation of this

traditional event.  He introduced and in-

vited each member of the committee to

stand and be recognized for their efforts.

Serving on the Christmas Ball Committee

this year were Araxie Boyamian, Belet

Shahbazian, Hasmik Keyribarian, Eric

and Mari Boghossian, Delihah Shahbaz-

ian, Jackie Aydzukyan, Sarelle Janoian,

and Koko Ayvazian.

Another highlight of the evening was

the opportunity to celebrate the 15 year

milestone of Srpazan’s primacy as well as

his 61st birthday and to express love and

best wishes to our beloved Primate, His

Eminence Archbishop Hovnan Derderian.

The celebration included a decorated

birthday cake and a cheerful “Happy

Birthday” sung by the guests.

Guests received a booklet containing

biographies of the honorees as well as

congratulatory messages from families

and friends to commemorate this occa-

sion.  The booklet contained pictures and

memories from the 14h Annual Christmas

Ball, as well as pictures of the 2018 year in

review featuring the many events and ac-

tivities of the Western Diocese and its var-

ious committees. 

The 15th Annual Christmas Ball has

become an evening to celebrate and

launch the Christmas Season.  Guests

filled the dance floor and truly danced all

night to the music provided by the Allen

G. Orchestra performing both traditional

Armenian and familiar American tunes.

The Annual Christmas Ball has become an

exciting and remembered event for the

honorees and guests. 



15 YEARS OF SERVICE: A SOLD OUT CHRISTMAS BALL HIGHLIGHTS
THE 15TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE PRIMACY OF ARCHBISHOP HOVNAN DERDERIAN

Esso Mediterranean Bistro
New Years Banquet

Great food                     Music by DJ Leo                 Davool Zournah

ADULTS $100, CHILDREN $75
DECEMBER 31ST, STARTS AT 8PM

Entertainment and activities for children
ENCINO BANQUET GARDEN, 5955 LINDLEY AVE., TARZANA, CA 91356

For Reservation Please Call (818) 632-4682 or (818) 514-6201
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