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Aurora commemorates
World Humanitarian
Day

Sunday 19 August marks the 15th an-
nual World Humanitarian Day, with the
important theme of: civilians are #no-
tatarget.

On the 15th anniversary of the death
of 22 humanitarian aid workers in a
bomb attack in Baghdad, Iraq, we come
together to insist that civilians are never
again made a target.  As Aurora Selection
Committee member Lord Ara Darzi
writes in today’s Sunday Times, “This
could hardly fall at a more opportune
time as so many across the world are still
targets”.  Click here to Nominate a Hu-
manitarian Hero that you know is work-
ing to help end human suffering, and
read Lord Darzi’s full piece below:   

“Many people may not know that
today is World Humanitarian Day with
its theme of civilians are #notatarget .
This could hardly fall at a more oppor-
tune time as so many across the world
still are targets; in Syria, in Africa and -
in the very recent past - in Europe in Ire-
land and the Balkans. 

It is too easy for us to forget the hor-
rors of previous generations and play
politics with the past. Where once we
may have been comfortable that the
hardest lessons had been learned, grow-
ing division at home and abroad reminds
us that we must never be complacent
about the need for greater unity. 

As an immigrant to Britain, born to
Armenian parents displaced by the geno-
cide of 1915, I am only too keenly aware
of the devastating effect that period had
on the people who survived and their de-
scendants. The legacy continues to shape
those who survived. But we all have two
choices in the aftermath of violence: ei-
ther remain a victim or - once surviving
and thriving - to continue the cycle of
gratitude and giving. On today of all
days, I am hopeful both victims and
those who work to protect them, in and
out of government, around the world,
will make the right choice.

Lord Ara Darzi OM KBE is a Peer of
the House of Lords, a Professor of Medi-
cine at Imperial College London, and a
member of the Selection Committee for
the Aurora Prize for Awakening Human-
ity, the largest individual prize in the
world for humanitarianism.”  

Hoa-Binh Adjemian:
EU cooperation offers
a lot of potential for
Armenia

Y!"!#$%.– Cooperation with the Eu-
ropean Union offers a lot of potential,
head of cooperation section of EU dele-
gation in Armenia Hoa-Binh Adjemian
told Armenian News – NEWS.am.

This month marks 100 days since the
new government has been in office.
Under the CEPA agreement Armenia is
required to carry out democratic re-
forms, and Adjemian thinks coopera-
tion with EU has been strengthened
ever since.

“I think EU cooperation has been
strengthened. EU cooperation offers a
lot of potential. It offers potential that is
untapped yet without the implementa-
tion of CEPA. Possibilities are plentiful
and there is a lot of work to do. We wel-
come the concrete step taken by the
government to fight corruption, to im-
prove judiciary, but the reform process
is a long process, and the EU will stand
by the new government and support
it.”

To the question of what challenges
have to be overcome in order to deepen
the relations between Armenia and EU,
Adjemian answered that EU is ready to
support Armenia in many ways de-
pending on Armenia’s capacity and
willingness to reform.

“I think CEPA set the road for
deeper relations in so many different
topics whether it can be approximation
or something else. I think it all depends
on the capacity and willingness of Ar-
menia to reform. As much as possible
can be done Armenia can be as close as
possible to the EU up to the decision of
the Armenian citizens and on this we
will support. We’ll support in environ-
ment, support in transport, support in
energy…There is a lot of support where
we can increase the cooperation. There
are sectors where the cooperation is lim-
ited due to Armenia’s decision to inte-
grate with another institution, and this
is well understood. It is the sovereign
right of Armenia. I would say possibili-
ties are plentiful and we are here to sup-
port it,” he said.

The Azerbaijani authorities have
banned the German MP from the Christian
Democratic Union (CDU, Chancellor An-
gela Merkel's party), Albert Weiler, from en-
tering the country, Bild reported.

The reason for the recognition of Weiler
"an unwanted person" by official Baku was
his visit to Karabakh in 2014 and 2016. Now
the decision on the ban on his entry was
made at the highest level, so negotiations

with the Azerbaijani Ambassador about
this were in vain, Bild said. Deputy Chair-
man of the parliamentary group on Ger-
man relations with the South Caucasus
countries, Weiler was to accompany Merkel
on August 24 on her trip to Georgia, Arme-
nia and Azerbaijan.

Weiler expressed concern over the situ-
ation in the region. He is going to refuse of
the trip, Deutsche Welle reported. 

Mkhitar Hayrapetyan on prospect of closing
Ministry of Diaspora

Yerevan.– The issue of closing the Min-
istry of Diaspora is not on the agenda at this
time, Diaspora Minister Mkhitar
Hayrapetyan told during the press confer-
ence on Tuesday.

"Be sure that all the decisions of the cur-
rent government of the Republic of Armenia
will proceed from the interests of our com-
patriots living in Armenia and Diaspora. Of course, as the Minister of Diaspora, I am
sure that the ministry many things to do, "he said.

Within the frame-
work of his visit to Ar-
menia, Deputy Direc-
tor General of the For-
eign Ministry of Israel
Alexander Ben-Zvi
paid a visit to the Ar-
menian Genocide Me-
morial in capital city
Yerevan, to pay tribute
to the genocide victims, reported Ar-
menpress. The Israeli official laid flowers
at the Eternal Flame.

“The tragedy of the Armenian people

has never been ques-
tioned,” Ben-Zvi said.
“There is a historical
question how to call it,
but what had hap-
pened is a fact that is
accepted by all. This is
not a matter of making
it a topic for political
discussions; let the his-

torians decide what name to give to this
tragedy.”

Also, he toured the Armenian Geno-
cide Museum-Institute.

Israel deputy FM: Armenian people’s tragedy
has never been questioned

The first 100 days of administration of
Armenia’s Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
were positive and legitimate.

Heritage Party Founder Raffi Hovan-
nisian stated the above-said at a press con-
ference on Monday. Also, he expressed the
hope that the snap parliamentary election
would be conducted as soon as possible.

“Now it’s time for the government to
continue—with calmer, composed, com-
prehensive, consistent steps—its vector of

fighting against corruption, solving crimes,
and in other directions,” he noted. “I hope,
simultaneous to this, we will see clearer in-
ternal and external political diameters, pro-
posals.”

In Hovannisian’s words, Pashinyan’s
address—which he delivered at the recent
rally summing up the 100 days of his
tenure as PM—was noteworthy, emotional,
and one that suited those in attendance.



R. Hovhannisian: First 100 days of PM Pashinyan’s
administration were positive, legitimate

Dollar is falling in Armenia
YEREVAN. – The American dollar’s (USD) exchange rate against the Armenian dram

(AMD) comprised AMD 482.76/$1 in Armenia on Tuesday; this is down by AMD 0.34
from Monday, informed the press service of the Central Bank of Armenia.

The exchange rate for one euro was AMD 556.14 (up by AMD 5.02), that of one British
pound totaled AMD 618.95 (up by AMD 3.53), and the rate of one Russian ruble made up
AMD 7.17 (down by AMD 0.03) in the country.

In addition, one gram of silver, gold and platinum amounted to AMD 229.01, AMD
18,382.41 and AMD 12,292.71, respectively.

Azerbaijan bans German MP from Merkel's party from
entering the country because of visit to Karabakh
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Vahrij Manoukian,
66, well-known Hollis
resident, pharmacist and
selectman, passed away
Thursday morning, Au-
gust 16, 2018 after a
courageous battle with
cancer.

Born in Beirut,
Lebanon on 1952, Vahrij
was one of four children
of the late Nazareth and
Anouch Manoukian. He
immigrated to the
United States in 1977
and resided in Boston
before moving to New
Hampshire in 1980. Vahrij was a graduate
of Northeastern University and completed
his residency at Massachusetts General
Hospital and received his Doctorate from
the Massachusetts College of Pharmacy.
Vahrij established the Hollis Pharmacy and
General Store, that has owned and oper-
ated for the past 33 years. Vahrij was very
active in his community and the Town of
Hollis adopted him as a native.

Members of his family include a daugh-
ter and son-in-law, Christine and Peter Olo-
bri of California; his brother, Vatche N.
Manoukian and Linda of Hollis; two sisters
and a brother-in-law, Vani and Sako Azzo
of Nashua and Vera Manoukian of New
York; three nieces, Annie, Jessica and Bella;
a nephew, L.V. and his wife Diane and their
daughter, Sloane. In addition to his parents,
Vahrij was predeceased by his son, Michael
Manoukian in 2004.

For more than 15 years, Dr. Manoukian
was a Senior Selectman for the Town of
Hollis; was a member of the Hollis Brook-
line Rotary Club; served as President of the
Board of Pharmacy for the State of New
Hampshire; played a major role in the Ar-
menian Pharmacy Association of New Eng-

land; and was a board
member of the Child
Advocacy Center. Addi-
tionally, Vahrij was the
chairman of the Repub-
lican Party of Hillsbor-
ough County and
member of the legal
ethics committee of
New Hampshire. He
was the recipient of the
Town of Hollis Citizen
of the Year award in
2015. In addition, he re-
ceived the award for
Citizen of the Year for
the State of New Hamp-

shire by the Veterans of Foreign Wars. He
was a major advocate for the veterans of
this Country.

Vahrij was very proud of his Armenian
/ Lebanese heritage who was fluent in five
languages. He loved the USA; was a true
patriot and loved the freedom, peace, and
opportunity of this great country. His store
became a mandatory stop and landmark
for all Presidential Candidates. In his
leisure time, he enjoyed spending time with
family and friends and had a passion for
cars, motorcycles and the New England Pa-
triots. Additionally, he tirelessly fought to
put an end to the opioid crisis and imple-
ment the New Hampshire Controlled Drug
Prescription health and Safety Program.

Calling hours were held on Tuesday,
August 21st from 3 to 8 p.m. at St. Var-
tanantz Armenian Church, 180 Old West-
ford Road, Chelmsford, MA. His funeral
service took place at the church, Wednes-
day morning at 11 o’clock followed by in-
terment at East Cemetery in Hollis, NH. 

Donations may be made in his memory
to St. Vartanantz Armenian Church, 180
Old Westford Road, Chelmsford, MA
01824. 

AMAA Centennial
Banquet

Los Angeles – October 20, 6 pm,
AMAA Centennial Banquet at Bilt-
more Hotel will honor Benefactors
Stephen Philibosian and Conte
Foundations, Sheen Family Trust,
Gerald and Patricia Turpanjian, TF
Educational Foundation. Kenneth
Khachigian, Master of Ceremonies. 

For more information call Levon
Filian 626.487.5878 or the AMAA

Office 201.265.2607 or e-mail mpou-
los@amaa.org

Dr. Vahrij Manoukian
1952 - 2018

Glendale, CA – Artist SHANT BEUDJEKIAN will exhibit his
art at an upcoming show titled, CAPTURING EXPRESSIONS OF
CREATIVITY from SEPTEMBER 6 - 15, 2018 at Roslin Art Gallery
- 415 E. Broadway,  Glendale, CA. Opening reception will be on
Thursday, September 6 at 7:00pm. Gallery hours are from 10:00am
to 7:00pm, Monday through Saturday. Call (818) 241-0611 for de-
tails. 

CAPTURING EXPRESSIONS OF CREATIVITY is an exhibit
through which artist Shant Beudjekian expresses a new genre and
vision to the world. Artists have often influenced one another. Ac-
cording to Beudjekian, the most notable aspect in creating a paint-
ing is when the artist can reveal in each brush mark the play of
light, value of color, and composition all at once. Although his
paintings have been influenced by a myriad of styles including Im-
pressionism, Fauvism, Cubism, Futurism, and the free Avant Garde
painters of the 1950's and 60's referred to as the Abstract Expres-
sionists, Beudjekian has had the opportunity to emulate earlier

styles of art dealing with subjects of still life, figurative and land-
scape paintings. 

SHANT BEUDJEKIAN was born in 1971 in Beirut, Lebanon.
Moving to California in 1995, he received a Bachelor's degree in
Fine Arts with a minor in Ceramics at Otis College of Art and De-
sign in Los Angeles. He attended a one-year internship at Rhode Is-
land School of Design in Landscape Architecture. Beudjekian has
exhibited in several cities in the East Coast, especially in the
Chelsea District of Manhattan in New York. He returned to South-
ern California in 2004 and has had exhibitions at the San Diego Art
Institute of the Living Artists, Del Mar Art Center, San Diego Hos-
pice and Palliative Care, and Forest and Ocean Gallery in Laguna
Beach. He has achieved honorable mentions and awards from var-
ious juried competitions such as the Bonita Museum, North Park
Art Festival and La Jolla Art Association, while simultaneously
working as a full time artist at Sea World.

CONTACT: Arno Yeretzian at Roslin Art Gallery (818) 241-0611

Artist Shant Beudjekian to exhibit at Roslin Art GallerySourje Tir

Sexual Harassment In
The 21st Century

By ARVIN DEMERJIAN

For the past year, all over social
media, the #MeToo movement has
spread like wildfire. The #MeToo move-
ment served to show the prevalence of
sexual harassment and assault in all
areas, including the workplace. It began
after sexual misconduct allegations
against film producer, Harvey Weinstein.
Around that time in October of 2017,
Alyssa Milano took to Twitter, encourag-
ing survivors of sexual assault and ha-
rassment to share their experiences in
order to show the magnitude of this
problem in society. Survivors of sexual
assault and harassment began sharing
their stories, and these were not only reg-
ular citizens, but several high-profile
celebrities shared their own experiences
as well. 

Within the first 24 hours of the first
#MeToo tweet in October, there were
twelve-million posts following, and
Twitter reported that nearly half of its
users in the United States had a friend
who posted using the hashtag. This
movement was not a women’s only
movement, but men also shared their ex-
periences, while others started using
#HowIWillChange to show support of
women and acknowledge the signifi-
cance of sexual assault and harassment.
The #MeToo movement has shifted from
Hollywood, to other industries such as
music, academia, and even politics. The
significance of shared experiences has re-
sulted in a bill proposition in the United
States Congress. The Member and Em-
ployee Training and Oversight on Con-
gress Act, also known as the Me Too
Congress Act, was proposed within a
month of the start of the #MeToo move-
ment, and it aims to change how sexual
assault and harassment complaints are
treated by the federal government. 

So why is there an overwhelming
number of cases that are being reported
years after they occurred?

According to the United States’ Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission,
sexual harassment is defined  in the
workplace as being “unwelcome sexual
advances, requests for sexual favors, and
other verbal or physical conduct of a sex-
ual nature” that affects an individual’s
employment, work performance, or cre-
ates an intimidating, hostile, or offensive
work environment. A majority of the vic-
tims of sexual harassment are women,
but can happen to men as well. There are
many reasons that sexual assaults and
harassment incidents are not reported,
including the fear of losing a job or pro-
motion, the discomfort or fear of telling
someone, and there is also a fear of being
disregarded by authorities. Far too often
do we hear stories of college students
who get sexually assaulted, and when
they go to report it, their case gets dis-
missed. Many victims are unsure or
afraid to report incidents because the as-
saulter or harasser is in a position of
power or authority. As a collective, it is
important for us to show support for the
victims of such actions, and make sure
their voices are heard.

Armenian Ambassador
to Ukraine Andranik
Manukyan resigns

The Armenian Ambassador to
Ukraine Andranik Manukyan resigns.

"I have decided to leave diplomatic
activity.

This was a long-overdue decision
and I will reveal a little secret,  I have ap-
pealed to Yerevan several times in recent
years with a request to withdraw me, last
time in May of this year, but every time I
was refused with a request to continue
the activity as the ambassador of Arme-
nia in Ukraine.

And it's not even that I worked for
the post of the Armenian Ambassador to
Ukraine two full terms and passed all
possible deadlines for staying in this re-
sponsible post. The thing is that the situ-
ation in Armenia is qualitatively different
and I sincerely believe that it's time to
provide an opportunity for the young to
grow and fulfil themselves. I hope that
this time I'll get a positive answer,"
Manukyan wrote on his Facebook page.
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ORANGE COUNTY, U.S.  Dedicated
supporters of the American University of
Armenia (AUA) gathered to promote the
100 Pillars of AUA campaign in an event
hosted by Dr. Kris Mirzayan and Mrs.
Pamela Ascher Mirzayan on Saturday,
August 10, 2018, at Zov’s Bistro in Orange
County, California.

The afternoon was filled with cama-
raderie and conversation, as guests
learned more about the reputable univer-
sity  the only one in the Caucasus region
with U.S. accreditation  as well as recent
updates and accomplishments of stu-
dents and faculty. 

“I am bringing greetings from a New
Armenia,” said AUA President Dr.
Armen Der Kiureghian in his remarks.
“The changes are momentous, from rule
of law to transparency to principles of
democracy.”

He spoke of the student body’s en-
gagement and participation in the Velvet
Revolution last April, giving them the
chance to become civic activists and ulti-
mately help turn the tide in the country.
Dr. Der Kiureghian noted that the home-
land is moving in the right direction with
many AUA alumni in the new govern-
ment serving as ministers and deputy
ministers. 

“AUA is the best investment the Di-
aspora has made in Armenia,” said Dr.
Der Kiureghian. “We select based on
merit, not connections, and prepare the
leaders of Armenia.”

During this symbolic moment in Ar-
menia’s history, AUA continues to thrive,
strengthening its significant affiliation
with the University of California, which
also manages the institution’s endow-
ment, receiving high level management
at no cost to the university through its in-
kind support. Dr. Der Kiureghian high-
lighted that the endowment has tripled in
the last four years and is currently at a
healthy $60 million mark. Under the care-
ful guidance of the board, many of whom
are high-ranking academics, AUA has
grown tremendously since its inception
27 years ago, attracting top students and
international faculty in a technologically-
advanced academic environment.

These positive developments have oc-
cured because of the support of donors,
particularly the 100 Pillars of AUA cam-
paign, as committed benefactors come to-
gether to provide $50,000 over the course
of 5 years in unrestricted funds to meet
the institution’s highest needs, which, ac-
cording to Dr. Der Kiureghian, “allows
the university to stay true to its promise
of need-blind admission policy.” Thanks
to the pillar campaign, more than half of

AUA students receive scholarships and
benefit from new academic curricula,
such as the recently established Bachelor
of Science degree in engineering and data
science, along with courses on data min-
ing and artificial intelligence, ensuring
AUA is on the pulse of technology and
education. 

Lifelong educator and philanthropist
Dr. Mirzayan said it was “love at first
sight” when he first connected with
AUA. While teaching business as a visit-
ing professor at the Manoogian Simone
College of Business and Economics (CBE)
during the Fall 2017 semester, he became
closer to the students. 

“I could see the potential in their
eyes,” said Dr. Mirzayan. “I realized they
are not only students, but they are the fu-
ture of Armenia.” 

An enthusiastic supporter of AUA,
Dr. Mirzayan taught theory while also
bringing valuable real-world experience
into the classroom through his experience
as a seasoned professor of business and
marketing in the California State Univer-
sity system, as well as running a success-
ful plastic manufacturing company in
Orange County. He has been a devoted
member of the Armenian community
throughout his life, serving on the St.
Mary Armenian Apostolic Church Parish
Council in Orange County and also on
the Diocesan Council of the Western Dio-
cese of the Armenian Church.

Demonstrating his compassion to the
University, Dr. Mirzayan concluded his
remarks by presenting a check fulfilling
his pillar commitment to Dr. Der Ki-
ureghian and encouraged everyone in the
room to learn more about AUA and “its
impact on a new Armenia.” 

“We all love Armenia and we all give
to Armenia,” said Dr. Mirzayan. “But this
isn’t just for Armenia today, this is for the
Armenia of tomorrow.”

In the positive spirit of the afternoon,

Dr. Der Kiureghian announced a new pil-
lar who joined this influential group of
leaders, AUA supporter Dr. Maral
Dabaghian-Anjargolian, who has an an-
nual scholarship in her name, providing
educational funding for AUA students. In
addition, her daughter Sara Anjargolian,
Esq. is the founder of the innovative Im-
pact Hub Yerevan and has also taught at
AUA.

Dr. Der Kiureghian recognized and
thanked the pillars in attendance, includ-
ing Mr. and Mrs. Albert and Terry
Bezjian, Dr. and Mrs. Noubar and Tracy
Ouzounian, Dr. and Mrs. Kris and
Pamela Mirzayan and Mr. and Mrs.
Charles and Peggy Barsam, whose father,
Vartkes Barsam was one of the univer-
sity’s founding trustees and a major
donor to the institution. 

The support linked from the Diaspora
to the homeland through the paintings of
Yerevan-based artist Arev Petrosyan, who
has pledged to donate half the proceeds
from each of her sold artwork to benefit
the “Yes, Armenian Women Can!” cam-
paign, which provides scholarships for
female AUA students studying computer
science, technology and engineering. Mr.
and Mrs. Barsam purchased the mixed
media piece, “Energy Harvest,” consist-
ing of gold and silver leafs, during the
silent auction, contributing even further
to AUA. 

Director of Development Gaiane
Khachatryan thanked guests for promot-
ing AUA’s pillar program and encour-
aged them to become more involved in
the University. She introduced the Devel-
opment Team, including Aline Bar-
soumian and Marianna Achemian,
Assistant Directors of Development, and
Taleen Babayan, Associate Director of De-
velopment, Communications & Steward-
ship, while highlighting the team’s
commitment to AUA’s mission and en-
thusiasm to serve as a bridge connecting

the diaspora with AUA students.
Praising the efforts of Dr. Mirzayan

and his wife, Dr. Der Kiureghian pre-
sented them with gifts, including a hand
painted AUA scarf and an engraved glass
award, in appreciation for hosting the pil-
lar event and for their ongoing dedication
to the university.

“A pillar is what a university stands
on and the 100 Pillars of AUA campaign
serves as the foundation of this leading
academic institution,” said Dr. Mirzayan.
“It is a pleasure to be a pillar and I thank
you for giving me that pleasure.”

Bringing to life the support of pillars
were two AUA students who exempli-
fied, through their presence and words,
the true spirit of the University and its
contributions to society as a whole.
Karine Mkhitaryan, a sophomore study-
ing business with plans to pursue an
MBA, said she appreciates the opportu-
nity to express her opinion and the moti-
vating environment of her academic
institution. She is working toward not
only a degree, but the opportunity to ad-
vance  her birthplace. 

“I want to see justice and to be able to
contribute to the prosperity of my coun-
try,” said Mkhitaryan. “I ask you to be-
lieve that together we can build a better
Armenia, our dream Armenia.” 

Hailing from the southern Armenian
province of Syunik, Lilia Mamikonyan, a
rising senior majoring in the rapidly de-
veloping field of computer science, said
she has thrived during her years as an un-
dergraduate. 

“For me AUA creates a productive,
challenging and creative environment
where I am able to grow every day,” said
Mamikonyan. 

She expressed appreciation for her
scholarship, funded by AUA donors
Laura and Ara Dirtadian, which gave her
the chance to attend college and to
achieve her academic goals.  

“I am thankful to walk into AUA
every single morning,” said
Mamikonyan. “The support we are given
by all of you is priceless.”

Founded in 1991, the American Uni-
versity of Armenia (AUA) is a private, in-
dependent university located in Yerevan,
Armenia and affiliated with the Univer-
sity of California. AUA provides a global
education in Armenia and the region, of-
fering high-quality, graduate and under-
graduate studies, encouraging civic
engagement, and promoting public serv-
ice and democratic values. For more in-
formation about the American Universi-
ty of Armenia and its donor opportuni-
ties, please visit www.aua.am. 

Dedicated supporters of the American University of Armenia (AUA) gathered
to promote the 100 Pillars of AUA
Hosted by Dr. Kris Mirzayan and Mrs. Pamela Ascher Mirzayan
By TALEEN BABAYAN

Reverend Father Moushegh Tashjian, AUA President Dr. Armen
Der Kiureghian, Yn. Sylva Tashijian, Hosts Dr. Kris Mirzayan & Mrs. Pamela Ascher 

Mirzayan, Mrs. Peggy Barsam & Mr. Charles BarsamAUA President Dr. Armen Der Kiureghian addressing the guests

AUA President Dr. Armen Der Kiureghian with Dr. Maral
Dabaghian-Anjargolian and Dr. Kris Mirzayan
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The Armenian Studies Pro-
gram, the Henry Madden Li-
brary, and the Mémorial de la
Shoah are hosting a reception
from 6:30-8:30PM on Thursday,
September 6, to mark the official
opening of the exhibition
“Genocides of the 20th Cen-
tury.” The reception, which is
free and open to the public, will
take place at the Leon S. and
Pete P. Peters Ellipse on the 2nd
Floor of the Madden Library on
the Fresno State campus. Those
who would like to attend are
asked to register at library.fres-
nostate.edu by August 31.

A brief program will begin at 7:30pm with keynote speaker
Dr. Clint Curle, Senior Advisor to the President at the Canadian
Museum for Human Rights. Among those in attendance at the
reception will be Delritta Hornbuckle, Dean, Henry Madden Li-
brary; Dr. Saúl Jiménez-Sandoval, Dean, College of Arts & Hu-
manities, Prof. Barlow Der Mugrdechian, Coordinator,
Armenian Studies Program; Emmanuel Lebrun-Damiens, Con-
sul General of France in San Francisco; and Deborah Sinclair,
Head of Touring Exhibitions in North America, Mémorial de la
Shoa.

The showing of the exhibition “Genocides of the 20th Cen-
tury” is sponsored by the Armenian Studies Program, the
Henry Madden Library, and the Mémorial de la Shoah. This ex-
hibition was designed, created, and distributed by the Mémor-
ial de la Shoah in Paris, France (curators Georges Bensoussan,
Joel Kotek, and Yves Ternon), and made possible through the
generous support of SNCF.

Often referred to as the “Century of Genocides,” the 20th

century was marked by the will
of certain governments in
power to carry out the planned
physical annihilation of a
human group.

The genocide is a specific
breach of international criminal
law and a very individualized
concept. The specificity of this
violation and the precision of
this concept are underlined by
the comparative approach of
three mass murders perpetrated
during the 20th Century, which
have been proven beyond any
reasonable doubt to be geno-
cides. In chronological order,

they are the destruction of the Armenians of the Ottoman Em-
pire, of the Jews of Europe, and of the Rwandan Tutsis.

More than 70 years after the discovery of the death camps,
knowledge about the Holocaust helps to fight against all forms
of racism and intolerance. The Mémorial de la Shoah, memori-
aldelashoa.org, is the largest information center in Europe on
the subject of the Holocaust, and offers guided tours, public pro-
grams, permanent and special exhibitions.

This exhibition was made possible through the support of
Fresno State’s College of Arts & Humanities, College of Social
Sciences, the Jewish Studies Program, SNCF, the Consulate of
France in San Francisco, and the French Embassy in the United
States.

Parking for the reception will be available in Lots P30 and P31 at
Fresno State. For more information please call the Madden Library at
559-278-7630 or the Armenian Studies Program at 559-278-2669, or
visit the Library website at library.fresnostate.edu.

Armenian Studies Program, Fresno State
“Genocides of the 20th Century”

Exhibition to Open at Fresno State Madden Library
On view September 1 through October 31, 2018

Inaugural reception open to the public on Thursday, September 6, 2018 from 6:30–8:30pm

Eleanor Roosevelt, President of the Redaction Committee for the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Lake Success, New

York, November 1949, Public Domain

Turks are destroying
their Apple iPhones to
protest U.S. tariffs

"If they have iPhone, there is Samsung
on the other side. And we have our Venus and
Vestel. We are going to produce enough for
ourselves. We have to serve better quality
goods than we are importing from them."-
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, president, Turkey

In Turkey, the latest fad is to destroy
your Apple iPhone on video in order to
support Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan. As we told you the other day,
Turkey's leader has called for a boycott of
devices made by Apple as a way of
protesting tariffs and sanctions placed on
the country by U.S. President Donald
Trump. Various tweets and YouTube
posts contain video showing Turks
smashing, shooting and burning their
iPhone handsets.

The move by Trump to double tariffs
imposed on Turkish steel and aluminum
imports into the U.S. came after Erdogan
refused to release jailed American pastor
Andrew Brunson, who has been locked
up in Turkey for two years. Brunson is
accused of helping a group that staged a
failed coup in 2016 that nearly ousted Er-
dogan. The U.S. denies this and says that
Brunson is being held for political rea-
sons.

In a speech, Turkey's president said
that citizens of the country can always
turn to Samsung to replace their iPhones,
or buy a domestic handset such as the
Vestel Venus.

Alan Friedman
phonearena.com

(CNSNews.com) – Former Senator Sam
Brownback (R-Kansas), now the U.S. Am-
bassador-at-Large for International Religious
Freedom, criticized Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan for continuing to hold Amer-
ican Pastor Andrew Brunson in prison, stat-
ing that Erdogan is “not acting like much of
an ally.”

Brownback made his remarks on the Aug.
14 edition of “Washington Watch,” hosted by
Family Research Council President Tony
Perkins. 

As CNSNews.com has reported, Pastor
Brunson is an evangelical Christian pastor
who had been living in Turkey for more than
two decades before being arrested as part of a
government crackdown, following a coup that
sought to forcibly remove Erdogan from
power.

Erdogan is “not acting like much of an
ally, and he hasn’t acted like much of an ally
for some period of time,” said Brownback.
“You know, this is a clear religious freedom
case and it’s also a clear case about American,
an American citizen, and you wouldn’t expect
an ally to treat another ally’s citizen this
way.”

The full exchange between Tony Perkins
and Ambassador Brownback on Andrew
Brunson is printed below:

Tony Perkins: “All right, last week
President Trump doubled tariffs on im-
ports of Turkey’s steel and aluminum
which contributed to a precipitous fall of
the lira. The White House announced
today that there is more to come unless
Pastor Andrew Brunson is released. As I
mentioned yesterday, White House Na-
tional Security Director John Bolton met

with the Turkish Ambassador to the
United States. No resolution. What’s
next? With us now is Ambassador-at-
Large for International Religious Free-
dom, our good friend Sam Brownback.
Ambassador, welcome back to Washing-
ton Watch.

Sam Brownback: “Thanks Tony. Ap-
preciate it.”

Tony Perkins: “Well, you have not
slowed down since you’ve taken on the
new post as Ambassador of International
Religious Freedom, very successful min-
isterial to advance religious freedom a
few weeks ago, but of course this case
with Andrew Brunson has remained in
the spotlight as the Secretary of State’s
been working on, the President’s been
working on, the Vice President’s been
working on it, you’ve been working on it,
National Security Director’s been work-
ing on it. Where do we stand? Are we any
closer?”

Sam Brownback: “Well, I think we’re
closer in that the Administration has
taken decisive, aggressive action and I am

so thankful for that. I mean, this president
has really stepped up and said, look,
you’ve got one of ours, an American citi-
zen. You’re holding him illegally. This is
wrong. I’ve raised it with you diplomati-
cally. I’ve raised it multiple times. We’ve
raised it in a number of different venues.
You haven’t acted, so I will. And I think
that moves us towards resolution. Now,
we’ll see what the Erdogan government
and what President Erdogan in Turkey
do. And so far he’s not indicated any will-
ingness to make the situation right by
sending Pastor Brunson back. Then that
means, well, okay, we’re going to escalate
it further. The Turkish economy has taken
a huge hit off of this. This case, Tony, all
along has not made any sense to me --
why the president of Turkey is acting this
way. Why the Turkish government is act-
ing this way on Pastor Brunson but they
have, and I’m delighted this administra-
tion has taken such aggressive action in
response.”

Tony Perkins: “I think that’s some-
thing that people need to realize: that I

know we want to see Pastor Brunson re-
leased, but the fact that we have an ad-
ministration that’s advocating for him,
when under the previous administration
we saw genocide go unchecked in the
Middle East. We saw uh, I mean, a
tremendous rise in religious persecution
around the globe. This administration
taking it head on. Do you think that this
could be an excuse from the, from Erdo-
gan, as a means of exiting NATO and
moving away from his Western al-
liances?”

Sam Brownback: “Well, I don’t know.
I am not privy to that type of information,
but he’s not acting like much of an ally,
and he hasn’t acted like much of an ally
for some period of time. Uh, you know,
this is a clear religious freedom case and
it’s also a clear case about an American
citizen, and you wouldn’t expect an ally
to treat another ally’s citizen this way.”

Tony Perkins: “I met with Ambassa-
dor Bolton the week before last, before I
left town to discuss the issue. Any insight
from his meeting yesterday with the
Turkish ambassador?

Sam Brownback: “None other than
what I’ve read that you’ve read as well,
that Bolton’s saying what everybody else
has said that, look, until you let Brunson
loose, there’s not much to talk about here.
This is a clear case. He’s been held ille-
gally. There’s no case against him, and re-
lease him, and we’ve asked quietly, we’ve
asked privately, we’ve asked consistently,
and you won’t. So we’re going to con-
tinue to apply the pressure until you do.”



Sam Brownback: Turkish President Erdogan ‘Not Acting Like Much of an Ally’
By Gavi Greenspan 

Sam Brownback Pastor Brunson
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