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We are delighted to announce that at
the invitation of the Diocesan Primate
Archbishop Hovnan Derderian and the
Diocesan Council, His Holiness Karekin II,
Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All
Armenians will pay a Pontifical Visit to the
Western Diocese on the blessed occasion of
the 90th anniversary of establishment of the
Western Diocese of the Armenian Church
of North America

His Holiness will also pay a Pontifical
Visit the Diocese of the Armenian Church
of Mexico, which was transferred to oper-
ate under the jurisdiction of the Western
Diocese of the Armenian Church of North
America by the Pontifical Encyclical of His
Holiness in November 2014.

His Holiness and his delegation will ar-
rive in Los Angeles on Wednesday, October
25.

On Thursday, October 26, at 7:30 PM,
His Holiness will be welcomed by a solemn
processional of Hrashapar to St. Leon Ar-
menian Cathedral. After a welcoming mes-
sage by the Diocesan Primate, His Holiness
will deliver his homily to the faithful.

On October 27, organized by LA Mayor
Eric Garcetti, an official reception will be
held in honor of His Holiness. On the same
day, His Holiness will preside over the
blessing and official opening ceremony of
the Ararat Home Assisted Living Facility.

On Saturday, October 28, a festive per-
formance by Armenian School Students
will be held at St. Leon Armenian Cathe-
dral, after which His Holiness will meet
with the youth.

A Pontifical Divine Liturgy will be cel-
ebrated by the Catholicos of All Armenians
on Sunday, October 29, 2017 at St. Leon Ar-
menian Cathedral. A special prayer for the
Catholicos of All Armenians (Hayrabeda-
gan Maghtank) will be held during the

service.
The service will conclude with the

blessing and offering of madagh and will
be followed by a fellowship.  

On Sunday evening at 6PM, His Holi-
ness will preside over an official banquet in
celebration of the 90th anniversary at the
Taglyan Cultural Center in Hollywood.

On Monday, October 30, His Holiness
will depart to Mexico City for a Pontifical
Visit to the Diocese of the Armenian
Church in Mexico.

On November 2-3, with the participa-
tion of the Diocesan Council of the Western
Diocese, His Holiness will preside over the
Supreme Spiritual Council meeting at the
Diocesan Headquarters.

We rest assured that the blessed Pontif-
ical Visit of His Holiness Karekin II will
grace the Diocesan faithful with spiritual
joy.    

For more information, please call the
Office of the Western Diocese of the Ar-
menian Church at (818) 558-7474.

Glendale CA - State Senator Anthony J.
Portantino has submitted a letter to Caruso
Affiliated Holdings urging the company to
reconsider its decision and allow public ad-
vertising for the Armenian Genocide and
Human Rights Documentary Architects of
Denial.  Reports have pegged politics as the
explanation for the Caruso Affiliated deci-
sion not to feature the film in an outdoor
billboard advertisement.

“I thought to myself that Hollywood
has long-celebrated thought provoking and
hard-edged filmmaking that stimulates
conversations about historical events.  It
seems like labeling Art as ‘too political’ was
an odd reason to deny the appropriate free
expression of a historical documentary.  As
a former filmmaker and current State Sen-
ator it was important for me to share my
concerns and urge reconsideration,” com-
mented Portantino.

Portantino represents the 25th Senate

District which is home to the largest Ar-
menian American Community in any leg-
islative district in the country.  He is also a
former filmmaker.  Earlier in the year, he
successfully included funding for Armen-
ian Genocide curriculum implementation
and the Armenian American Museum in
the California State Budget signed by Gov-
ernor Brown.  He chairs the California State
Senate Select Committee on California, Ar-
menia and Artsakh Trade, Art and Cultural
Exchange.

“I’m hopeful that my letter will have an
impact by highlighting the strong legacy
and celebration of our state’s artistic free-
dom, California’s legacy of leadership for
Genocide recognition and the importance
of proactively appreciating our Armenian
American neighbors.  The example set by
the State of California should be an inspi-
ration for our corporate partners to follow,”
concluded Portantino.

Portantino Urges Reconsideration of
Advertising Decision in Wake of Billboard
Prohibition for Genocide Documentary

THE THEME OF THE PONTIFICAL VISIT IS
“LIVING OUR FAITH”

Premier of Australia’s
New South Wales (NSW)
Gladys Berejiklian hopes to
visit Armenia next year, she
said in an interview with
Armenian News-
NEWS.am. Gladys Berejik-
lian, Armenian by origin,
told about her visit to Ar-
menia and Karabakh as well
as her Armenian heritage.

What is your main task as
Prime Minister of New South Wales? 

New South Wales is home to 7.8 million
people and is the largest of Australia’s six
states. About a third of Australia’s popula-
tion live in NSW. NSW has the largest,
fastest-growing and most-diversified econ-
omy in Australia. It has an economy larger
than Ireland, Norway and Israel.

The role of the Premier is equivalent to
that of a State Governor in the United States
of America. The Premier is the leader of the
Government, the most senior decision
maker and most visible face of the State
Government to the public. The Premier
leads and coordinates the work of a Gov-
ernment Ministers across budgets, policy
and new legislation. 

You visited Armenia and Nagorno-
Karabakh together with the delegation of Aus-
tralian politicians back in 2013. Could you
please share you impressions of this visit?

In July 2013, as part of a Parliamentary
delegation of the NSW Parliamentary
Friends of Armenia, I had the opportunity
to visit Armenia in an official capacity. We
visited Yerevan, Artsakh and other regions
of Armenia. The trip embedded in both my
colleagues and me, a deeper understanding
of not only the Armenian way of life, but
also the challenges and the significant
strategic opportunities available to Arme-
nia. 

You have constantly
raised the Armenian commu-
nity concerns in the parlia-
ment, including recognition
of the Armenian Genocide
and Karabakh issue. Do you
think Australia can ever rec-
ognize the Armenian Geno-
cide?

As the granddaughter
of survivors of the Armen-
ian genocide, I am proud

of my Armenian heritage and will continue
to advocate for the recognition of the Ar-
menian Genocide. This year marks the 20th
anniversary of the unanimous recognition
of the Armenian Genocide by the Parlia-
ment of New South Wales. We also have an
Armenian Khachkar in our Parliamentary
Garden to recognise the victims of the Ar-
menian Genocide.  I hope to visit Armenia
next year as the Premier of NSW.

Gladys Berejiklian: I hope to visit Armenia next
year as Premier of New South Wales

Both sides to blame in
Virginia - Trump

US President Donald Trump has blamed
both sides for the violent unrest in Char-
lottesville, Virginia, which left one protester
dead and others injured. In a statement on
Monday, he had condemned white suprema-
cists. But in New York on Tuesday he also
blamed left-wing supporters for charging at the
"alt-right". He also defended the time it took to
make his statement, saying he had wanted to es-
tablish all the facts.

Mr Trump had been accused over the week-
end of failing to condemn the far right specifi-
cally. Heather Heyer, 32, died and 19 others
were hurt when a car was driven into people
protesting against a far-right march in Char-
lottesville on Saturday. Mr Trump said that the
car driver was a disgrace to himself and his
country.

Canada’s Armenian
community has launched a
campaign to cancel export
permits for the sale of Cana-
dian-made armored per-
sonnel carriers to
Azerbaijan.

The community leaders
want to convince the
Trudeau government to cancel the deal,
CBC Canada  reported. The campaign
started after Radio Canada International
and CBC reported in July that INKAS Ar-
mored Vehicle Manufacturing signed a deal
with Azerbaijan's Interior Ministry to sup-
ply the country with the vehicles.

Chahé Tanachian, president of the
Canadian-Armenian Political Affairs Com-
mittee, has sent a letter to Canada PM
Justin Trudeau to express the community’s
concerns.

“The decision to furnish arms to a coun-
try which regularly threatens peace in the
region is one that violates all the principles

that we as Canadians stand
for, and which Global Af-
fairs Canada seeks to pro-
mote in the world,” the
letter reads.

The ANCC has also
reached out to more than 50
members of Parliament,
asking them to relay the

message that the entire Armenian-Cana-
dian community “is absolutely appalled”.

Adam Austen, Foreign Affairs Minister
Chrystia Freeland's spokesperson, said par-
liamentary secretary Matt DeCourcey will
be meeting with the representatives of the
Armenian community at the earliest possi-
ble convenience.

“Armenia is a close friend and ally of
Canada,” Austen said. “We have strong
people-to-people ties and an economic re-
lationship that benefits both countries. We
are proud to work closely with the Armen-
ian community in Canada as well as the Ar-
menian government.”

Canada’s Armenians urge campaign to cancel
export of armored vehicles to Azerbaijan
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“Home Improvement” is
the theme of the 2017 All
Church-Family Camp of the
First Armenian Presbyterian
Church of Fresno.  The An-
nual End-of-Summer gath-
ering will take place on
Friday, August 18, through
Sunday, August 20.

The weekend camp will
take place at ECCO, the
Episcopal Conference Cen-
ter-Oakhurst, 43803 High-
way 41 in the Sierra Foothills
of Madera County, just 15
miles from Yosemite Na-
tional Park.   Registration
and accommodations infor-
mation is available by call-
ing (559) 908-0789 or
e-mailing associate@fapc.
net.  

Drs. Paul and Virginia
Friesen are keynote speakers
for the conference weekend.
Married in 1976, the Friesens
have Doctoral degrees in

Marriage and Family Ther-
apy from Gordon-Conwell
Theological Seminary in
South Hamilton, Massachu-
setts.

The Friesens are
founders of Home Improve-
ment Ministries (www.HIM
web.org), a Bedford, Massa-
chusetts non-profit organi-
zation that shares “God’s
blueprints for lasting, great,
God-honoring, vital relation-
ships.”  The parents of three
adult daughters, the
Friesens are the authors of
numerous books, including
“Letters to My Daughters,”
“In Our Image,” “Raising a
Trailblazer,” “Before You
Save the Date,” and “The
Marriage App.”

The Family Camp will
conclude on Sunday, August
20, with a 10:30 a.m. Service
of Worship and a noontime
Farewell Barbecue.

Forty immigrants from
Marsovan chartered FAPC
in a rented Fresno hall on
July 25, 1897.  Reverend Gre-
gory V. Haroutunian is the
Senior Pastor; Reverend
Mgo Mekredijian is the As-
sociate Pastor of Young Fam-
ilies’ Ministries; Reverend
Philip C. Garo, Jr. is the As-
sociate Pastor of Youth Min-
istries; Shara Tirapelle,
Esquire and Reverend
Jonelle S.G. Kazarian are the
Liaisons for the 2017 All-
Church Family Camp.

FAPC is a member congre-
gation of the Evangelical Pres-
byterian Church and the
Armenian Evangelical Union
of North America.  The 2017
theme of the congregation is
“Love God.  Love Others.
Make Disciples.”  The Church
will celebrate the 120th An-
niversary of its chartering on
Saturday, October 21, 2017.

Dear Friend:
Los Angeles just made his-

tory. Today, the City Council
authorized a contract that will
make Los Angeles the host
city for the 2028 Summer
Olympic Games. LA will be
the first city in modern times
to host the Summer Games on
three occasions, most recently
in 1984, a year still etched in
the minds of anyone living in
our great city at the time.

At the beginning of this
journey, LA was bidding for
the 2024 games. Over nearly
two years of work by Mayor
Garcetti, the LA24 organiza-
tion and the City Council's Ad Hoc Com-
mittee on the Olympics, we vetted the bid
and examined how it would impact Ange-
lenos. During that time, we thoroughly re-
viewed the budget, heard from hundreds
of community members and had many dis-
cussions to ensure that LA taxpayers were
protected from any possible cost overruns.
We arrived at a responsible agreement with
many advantages for the city. As it became
clear that the International Olympic Com-
mittee wanted to award both the 2024 and
2028 games at the same time, things
changed and LA suddenly became the front
runner for 2028, with Paris taking 2024.

While it's different than what we first
contemplated, this outcome is better for
everyone. We now have the certainty that
two world-class cities with great Olympic
traditions will host the 2024 and 2028
games. We also have four more years to
prepare and garner additional revenue for
2028.  

As the Budget and Finance chair and
member of the Ad Hoc Committee on the
Olympics, I worked to ensure that taxpay-
ers would be protected under our bid. It
was my mission to put the needs and inter-
ests of LA's taxpayers first in every discus-
sion we had. I am proud to report that all
the work we did on the 2024 bid was car-
ried over to the 2028 bid. More than that,
we ensured that Los Angeles is getting a
better financial arrangement by hosting the
Games four years later than we first antici-
pated.  

For 2028, LA will receive:
* $180 million in advance, with the vast

majority going to fund youth sports pro-

grams.
* Additional time to sell international

sponsorships, which will bring in more rev-
enue for LA.

* More of the surplus revenue gener-
ated by the games, something that hasn't
happened before.

* Oversight on the 2028 board with full
discretion to approve the venues.

* Greater and more comprehensive in-
surance coverage to meet any contingency.

As you can see, there are significant fi-
nancial and community advantages to
hosting the 2028 Games. I am extremely
satisfied that the taxpayers of Los Angeles
are as protected as they can be.

There is and will always be some ele-
ment of risk involved, but Los Angeles is
the only city in the world that has hosted
two financially successful Olympics al-
ready. We are still benefiting today from the
revenue raised by the 1984 Games. Our
parks and the children who use them are
benefiting from youth sports programs
right now because of 1984.

We know how to do this. This is the
most cost-effective and thoroughly vetted
bid in recent Olympic memory. I hope you
are as excited as I am for the Summer
Games to come back home.

If you have thoughts, comments or
memories from the 1984 Olympics you'd
like to share, please email me:

paul.krekorian@lacity.org.

Very truly yours,  
Councilmember Paul Krekorian,

District 2

Councilmember Krekorian and his son greet Olympic
Champion Carl Lewis at City Hall. | Photo: CD2 

The AGBU Western District is proud to
announce longtime AGBU supporter and
Central Board member Dr. Yervant Zorian
as the Honoree of the AGBU WD 2017 Gala.
Dr. Zorian, President of Synopsis Armenia,
is the founder of the AGBU Silicon Valley,
as well as, the creator of AGBU Armenian
Virtual College.

Born in Aleppo, Syria, Dr. Zorian’s life-
long involvement with AGBU dates back
three generations. His maternal grandfa-
ther, Mr. Aram Minassian, served as chair
of the AGBU District Committee of Syria
which was established in 1910.  Mr. Mi-
nassian also helped establish the AGBU
Lazar Najarian-Calouste Gulbenkian
School in Aleppo.  In 1931, with a keen in-
terest in advocacy and education for the
youth, Dr. Zorian’s paternal grandfather,
Mr. Yervant Zorian, Sr., help establish and
develop the AGBU Armenian Youth Asso-
ciation. 

Dr. Zorian attended AGBU High School
in Aleppo and continued with his higher
education in the United States and Mon-
treal, Canada. Dr. Zorian holds a Master of
Science Degree in Computer Engineering
from University of Southern California, a
PhD in Electrical Engineering from McGill
University, and an MBA from University of
Pennsylvania’s Wharton School of Busi-
ness. Continuing his family’s legacy in es-
tablishing and promoting educational
programs, Dr. Zorian founded the AGBU
Armenian Virtual College (AVC), the
world’s first online Armenian school.
Launched in 2009, the AVC is an accredited
distance learning program “that aims to fa-
cilitate Armenian studies through new
technologies.”

A global college with participants from
85 countries and offering classes in seven
languages, the AVC’s primary focus is to
educate individuals in Armenian heritage
via online learning.  Students are able to se-
lect courses in Armenian history, language,
culture, and even chess.  Students are also
able to customize each category based
upon their individual needs and enjoy ac-
cess to information they would otherwise
be unable to acquire.  

“The Armenian Virtual College has no
boundaries.  We are able to execute two im-
portant factors: Providing knowledge and
to establish networking to Armenians glob-
ally—which is the strongest of its kind”
stated Dr. Zorian.

In addition to his involvement with
AVC, Dr. Zorian continues to champion the
Armenian presence in the tech industry
through his role as Chief Architect at Syn-
opsys, Inc. as well as President of Synopsys
Armenia.  Based in Silicon Valley, Synopsys
Inc. develops semiconductor design soft-
ware and pre-designed blocks and design-
for-manufacturing solutions for
semi-conductor chips.

Dr. Zorian currently resides in Silicon
Valley.  He holds 37 U.S. patents, has au-
thored five books and has published over
350 papers, many of which have won dis-
tinguished awards.  In 2005, he received the
prestigious “Industrial Pioneer Award” for
his involvement in Built-In Self-Test (BIST).
Dr. Zorian is the 2014 recipient of the Re-
public of Armenia’s National Medal of Sci-
ence.  

The AGBU Western District is proud
and humbled to honor Dr. Yervant Zorian
at its upcoming 2017 Gala.  The Gala will
take place on Saturday, September 9, at the
Globe Theatre, Universal Studios Holly-
wood.  Outdoor reception will begin at 7
p.m., the program will follow at 8 p.m. For
tickets and more information, contact the
AGBU Gala Committee at 626-794-7942 or
email gala@agbuca.org. 

The AGBU Western District is proud to announce 
AGBU Central Board member

Dr. Yervant Zorian as the Honoree of the
AGBU WD 2017 Gala

“HOME IMPROVEMENT” IS FAPC FAMILY
CAMP THEME

Portantino Tours Armenian/English LAUSD
Dual Language Program
in SD25

Tujunga, CA:  State Senator Anthony J. Portantino toured Mountain View Ele-
mentary School on its first day of instruction for the 2017-2018 school year. The tour
included a profile of the first Armenian/English dual language program of Los An-
geles Unified School District in SD25. The program was created at Mountain View El-
ementary School in 2016, providing students with a bilingual education and teaching
them about the Armenian culture.

“This program creates a wonderful opportunity to teach our young students a
new language while increasing their awareness of other cultures. As chair of the Sen-
ate Budget Subcommittee I, I am happy to see the results of our investment in our
youth’s education. As someone who has tried to learn the Armenian language as an
adult, I wish I had this opportunity when I was in grade school,” commented Por-
tantino.

Portantino represents the 25th Senate District which is home to the largest Ar-
menian American Community in any legislative district in the country. As chair of the
Budget Subcommittee on Education, Portantino successfully included funding for Ar-
menian Genocide curriculum implementation in the State Budget signed by Governor
Brown.  Portantino also chairs the California State Senate Select Committee on Cali-
fornia, Armenia and Artsakh Trade, Art and Cultural Exchange.
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Young professionals boarded flights
from as far as Australia, Brazil, Thailand
and beyond to participate in AGBU FOCUS
2017 in Beirut from August 2 to 6.  Follow-
ing the tradition established sixteen years
ago, over 400 guests came together to ex-
pand their networks through meaningful
exchange while discovering the cosmopol-
itan Lebanese capital and attending an un-
paralleled set of cultural and social events. 

This year, in addition to the popular se-
ries of events expected at AGBU FOCUS,
guests were invited to join a special excur-
sion on Wednesday and tour in the unique
sites of Beirut, the Jeitta Grottoes, Byblos
city, the Jbeil souks and the Armenian
Genocide Orphans' Aram Bezikian Mu-
seum at the Bird's Nest Orphanage. The
visit to the museum proved particularly
memorable as many attendees found them-
selves in the spot where their ancestors
took refuge and learned skills to integrate
into some of the communities represented
by the FOCUS guests. "We were eager to
welcome guests to our city, which carries a
lot of emotion and history as well as a sense
of belonging for Armenians.  Lebanese tra-
ditions, culture and hospitality added a
special touch to our weekend. From the
very start, we presented a truly inclusive
Lebanese-Armenian experience ranging
from the local food to music and settings,"
said AGBU FOCUS 2017 chair Natacha
Keuchguerian.

AGBU FOCUS officially kicked off with
its signature event Perspectives, a panel
discussion, held at Bachoura in the Beirut
Digital District. The evening offered in-
sights by fellow professionals who had bro-
ken the mold in their careers by taking risks
in their fields and often stepping outside of
their comfort zones. Sarine Karajerjian, the
former chair of the AGBU Young Profes-
sionals (YPs) of Lebanon, moderated the
discussion that included engineer Sevag
Babikian, fashion designer Sarah Hermez,
attorney-turned-entrepreneur Stephane
Petrossian and tech researcher and startup
founder Anna Vartapetiance. Although

panelists' careers and paths varied, an un-
derlying theme of social responsibility
emerged in each person's journey. "Some-
one once told me that beauty and justice
can be found in everyone and that state-
ment resonated with me and pushed me to
start Creative Space Beirut which aims at
making design education accessible to all
students with vision and an impulse to cre-
ate, regardless of their socio-economic
standing," said Sarah Hermez, co-founder
of the design school. 

The dialogue continued the following
day at the inaugural FOCUS Conference
where emerging leaders and engaged
young professionals learned how grass-
roots ideas have launched evolving into
signature programs within the AGBU's
landscape of activities. Framed appropri-
ately as a network of ideas, AGBU has
served as an incubator for new initiatives
for decades. The participants were also of-
fered a look at two up-and-coming projects
aimed at engaging communities on an in-
ternational scale. Brainstorming sessions
and workshops created a stimulating envi-
ronment for attendees to provide feedback
and hold collaborative discussions for new
program concepts.  "It was a distinct honor
to host the first FOCUS Conference and col-
laborate with AGBU leadership. The drive
of like-minded peers was evident through-
out the day as participants shared their
thoughts and encouraged each other to
take action to ensure that their communi-
ties remain engaged in giving back," noted
AGBU FOCUS 2017 co-chair Nathalie Pi-
ranian. The day concluded with an oppor-
tunity for industry-based networking
before the ever-popular FOCUS Club Night
at B018, a former bunker turned into an
open-air nightclub designed by world-
renowned architect Bernard Khoury.  

On Saturday, after the first-hand expo-
sure to Khoury's architecture, guests at
FOCUS on Art held at the impressive Sur-
sock Museum were treated to his special
presentation. Reflecting on the resilience of
the city and his design process and ideol-

ogy, Khoury noted that his mother's Ar-
menian roots remain ever present in his
mind. Khoury, who has left his indelible
mark on the Beirut landscape and designed
the Tumo Center for Creative Technologies
in Yerevan, has a few ongoing projects in
the homeland. "What a treat to discover the
spirit of the structures and spaces of Beirut,
their virtues and vices through the archi-
tectural storytelling of Bernard Khoury,"
noted Stepan Khzrtian who traveled from
Arcadia, California, for the weekend.

The highlight of the weekend was the
AGBU FOCUS Gala held at The Legend,
nestled on the bank of the ancient Lycus
River. The impressive entertainment
ranged from a performance by the AGBU
Arine Dance Ensemble and a fire drum-
ming show to fireworks and endless danc-
ing. The night began with a dedication to
the AGBU Scholarship Program, the desig-
nated beneficiary of the FOCUS fundrais-
ing drive. Since 1923, the AGBU
Scholarship Program has provided finan-
cial assistance to tens of thousands of stu-
dents pursuing higher education at some of
the world's top-ranked universities. AGBU
FOCUS 2017 organizers Natacha
Keuchguerian and Nathalie Piranian ad-
dressed guests drawing their attention to
the lasting impact of the AGBU Scholarship
Program. The fundraising campaign lead-
ing up to the FOCUS weekend raised
nearly $100,000 attesting that the spirit of
giving is alive and well in the current gen-
eration of YPs. 

As a beneficiary of an AGBU scholar-
ship, fashion designer Eddy Anemian of
Saint Chamond, France, shared his experi-
ence and expressed his gratitude to AGBU
and its donors. Anemian, who received the
coveted H&M Design Award 2014 at age 24
and whose own collection for the company
sold out within the first hours on the mar-
ket, conveyed his incredible journey from
his small-town upbringing to the store-
fronts of the Champs Elysées. "My AGBU
scholarship was extremely helpful because
it allowed me to fully engage in the creative

process without facing the struggle of a fi-
nancial burden. The creative process is
often very tiring and overwhelming at
times but AGBU's support provided me
with the encouragement I needed to propel
forward and pursue my dream," said Ane-
mian.

Addressing the crowd in three lan-
guages, AGBU Lebanon District Commit-
tee member Gary Nazarian thanked AGBU
Lebanon, the Central office in New York
and the Organizing Committee for their
tireless efforts behind the scenes. In a
touching tribute, he announced the estab-
lishment of the AGBU Noubar Nazarian YP
Innovators Fund, which will designate
$10,000 per year to finance start-up projects
initiated through the AGBU YP network.
"Noubar Nazarian committed his time to
ensure that AGBU youth activities thrived
during his lifetime and this fund builds on
the foundation he and his generation of
leaders set decades ago," he noted.

The weekend ended with a farewell
brunch at the Beirut Waterfront. In the
weeks following FOCUS, professional and
personal connections will continue to be
made and new ideas will be explored, a tes-
tament to the impact that FOCUS has on
connecting Armenians around the world.

Since premiering in New York City in
2001, AGBU FOCUS has distinguished it-
self as a unique networking experience for
Armenian young professionals globally.
What began as a signature anniversary cel-
ebration is now a sensational biennial tra-
dition, offering young professionals an
opportunity to connect with hundreds of
international peers while highlighting the
direct and positive impact of AGBU's pro-
grams on generations of Armenians. Over
the past 14 years, AGBU FOCUS has united
close to 3,000 young professionals in seven
different cities: New York City (2001, 2007),
Montreal (2003), Miami (2005), Chicago
(2009), Paris (2011), San Francisco (2013),
Toronto (2015) and now Beirut (2017).

To learn more about AGBU Focus, please
visit www.agbufocus.org.

OVER 400 YOUNG PROFESSIONALS ATTEND
AGBU FOCUS 2017 IN BEIRUT

BIENNIAL EVENT RAISES CLOSE TO $100,000 FOR THE AGBU SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

AGBU FOCUS 2017 chair Natacha
Keuchguerian welcomes Gala guests.

AGBU FOCUS attendees from 23 countries make a memorable visit to the Armenian Genocide Orphans' Aram Bezikian Museum at the Bird's
Nest Orphanage.

Moderator Sarine Karajerjian and panelists Sarah Hermez, Stephane Petrossian, Anne Vartapetiance and Sevag Babikian share
their professional experiences at Perspectives on August 3.

AGBU Lebanon District Committee member Gary Nazarian de-
livers a speech at the AGBU FOCUS Gala, announcing the estab-

lishment of the AGBU Noubar Nazarian YP Innovators Fund.
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The Community is invited to a very informative lecture
series "Ararat Phoenix Rising-Reawakening of the Armen-
ian Identity " by Mher Koubelian. The lectures will be held
in 4 different cities : Glendale, Lomita, Altadena and Win-
netka throughout California from August 25-September 1,
2017.

Throughout millenia, Armenia has been born and re-
born, struck down only to rise again from ashes. This his-
toric survival could be explained by divine providence and
a unique national identity. This presentation seeks to
awaken hearts and empower them to take their rightful
place, by first exploring Armenia's God given calling
through many key elements from mythology, history, lin-
guistics, genetics, culture and etc.

Born in Beirut, Lebanon in 1984, Mher Koubelian, a

young pharmacist who has spent most of his life in Mon-
treal, Canada, is an individual who holds dear his Armen-
ian and Christian heritage, ceaselessly explores the unique
identity and calling of the Armenian nation- a topic that he
has presented in his community churches, youth groups
and elsewhere. He is the founder of " Ararat Awakening As-
sociation" in 2013, through which he has participated in in-
teresting dialogues and conferences with Turks and Kurds
in Toronto, New Jersey, Armenia and Turkey.

" Ararat Phoenix Rising- Reawakening of the Armenian
Identity " will be presented in:

1 - Glendale on Friday, August 25th at 7:30 pm at Ar-
menian Society of Los Angeles, 117 S. Louise St.

2 - Torrance on Sunday, august 27th at 6:30 pm at South
Bay Armenian Community Center, 2222 Lomita Blvd.

3 - Altadena on Thursday, August 31'st at 7:30 pm at
Tekeyan Cultural Center, 1901 Allen Ave.

4 - Winnetka on Friday, September 1'st at 7:30 pm at Or-
ganization of Istanbul Armenian Center, 19726 Sherman
Way.

The lecture series are presented by joint efforts of Ararat
Foundation, HaiEm Org., Armenian Society of Los Angeles,
Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural Society,
Mashdots College, Nor Serount Cultural Association, Or-
ganization of Istanbul Armenians, South Bay Armenian
Community Center of Lomita-Torrance and Tekeyan Cul-
tural Association.

The lectures will be presented in Armenian.There will be a
cultural program. The admission is free and refreshments will be
served. For info. please contact 1-800-435-0097.

"Ararat Phoenix Rising - Reawakening of the Armenian Identity " 

Last summer, Johnson & Wales Univer-
sity junior Matt Madoian had the opportu-
nity to play in the FIBA U20 European
championships for Armenia. He returned
to play with the U20 team this summer as
well as the men's national team.

A native of North Kingstown, R.I.,
Madoian is eligible to play for Armenia be-
cause his paternal grandfather, John
Madoian, was born in Armenia. For the sec-
ond year in a row, the team went 3-3 and
finish 17th, but this year scored a major vic-
tory for the country.

Armenia and Azerbaijan have been em-
broiled in the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict
since the late 1980s. While a cease fire was
reached in 1994, over the last few years
there has been increased fighting, includ-
ing a major clash in 2016.

Before the first basket was made, the
two basketball teams came face-to-face as
they were assigned to the same hotel in the
host city of Oradea, Romania. Despite an
effort by both countries, the two teams
were forced to stay in the same hotel for the
duration of the tournament. As fate would
have it, the two teams ended up meeting on
the basketball court during the classifica-
tion round.

"That game meant more to our team

than a gold medal," Madoian said. "Every-
thing got tense from the time we found out
we had to play them. We all felt that this
game was for the people of Armenia and it
would be a huge victory for those who
have lost their lives and loved ones. I got
goosebumps when they played the Armen-
ian national anthem before the game be-
cause I know how much it meant to our
country."

An already intense game was amped
up even more as Armenia gave up a 15-
point lead then rallied in the fourth quarter
for an 82-80 victory. Madoian scored a
team-high 20 points and handed out a
game-high eight assists.

When the final buzzer sounded there
was great joy on the part of the Armenian
team. The head of the delegation jumped
into the head coach's arms and Haykaz
Grigorian, the lone player on the team who
was born in Armenia, was crying and hug-
ging his teammates. After the tournament,
Grigorian will serve in the Armenian army
and once again clash with Azerbaijan, but
this time the stakes are much higher.

Of the 10-man roster, seven are from the
United States, but have Armenian heritage.
Many of them were on the team during the
2016 FIBA Championships. Madoian flew

over to Armenia with Michael Hagopian,
who is going into his junior year at Suffolk. 

To get ready for the games, the team
spent four weeks in training camp at Yere-
van, Armenia. Madoian said language bar-
rier caused some issues on the court, but
away from basketball the team came to-
gether very quickly and have become life-
long friends. One person Madoian
particularly grew close to was Grigorian.

"Even though I don't speak Armenian
and he doesn't speak much English, he was
awesome to be around," Madoian said.
"He's funny, energetic and just a caring guy
that never fails to make you laugh. Coming
from where Haykaz comes from, it felt like
there was so much bottled up inside him
and that being with us allowed him to let it
out and make the trip memorable."

Selected as team captain, Madoian was
third on the squad at 12.7 points per game
– a five-point increase from a year ago -
while averaging 3.3 rebounds and 2.8 as-
sists. He was the tournament's top three-
point shooter at 56 percent.

Madoian is currently in Armenia where
he has joined the men's national team for
the World Cup qualifying round. Armenia
is currently 2-1 after its first round of games
against Bosnia, Sweden and Slovakia and
will play each country one more time dur-
ing pool play.

When he returns to campus this fall,
Madoian will try to lead the Wildcats back
to the GNAC Championship. Last year he
was fifth on the team at 7.6 ppg and shot
39.8 percent from behind the arc.

http://providence.jwuathletics.com/

My Summer Experience: Madoian Returns to
Armenian National Team
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