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Garo Paylan: Armenian and Kurdish questions
are taboo again

The Turkey Parliament
member of pro-Kurdish
Peoples’ Democratic Party
(HDP) Garo Paylan has
touched upon the Turkish
policy towards Armenian
and Kurdish questions at the
meeting with the party
members in Diyarbakır, Art-
sakhpress reports.

According to
Cumhuriyet, Palyan said
that the limitations of free-
dom of speech are already
being embedded in the Par-
liament as the open discus-
sion of Armenian and
Kurdish questions is henceforth banned for the Parliament members.

“Just as the average citizens are forbidden to talk freely, the same is going to be done
to the Parliament members. Turkey goes back to the former state in the terms of the Ar-
menian and Kurdish questions, when those questions were a taboo. All this is done by the
hands of the ruling “Justice and Development Party”, Garo Palyan said.

YEREVAN - Member of the British
House of Lords, Caroline Cox, said Tues-
day that the world must recognize Azer-
baijan’s depopulation of Armenians from
Nakhichevan and the destruction of Ar-
menian cultural monuments there, re-
ported the press service of the Armenian
National Assembly.

Baroness Cox was meeting with Arme-
nia’s Parliament Speaker Ara Babloyan
about Azerbaijan’s aggressive policies
against Armenia and Artsakh when she
made the comments about Nakhichevan.

“Azerbaijan continues its aggressive
policies toward Armenia and Artsakh. The
world must also recognize the complete Ar-
menian depopulation of Nakhichevan by
Azerbaijan and its destruction of Armenian
cultural monuments,” Baroness Cox told
Babloyan.

Baroness Cox is no stranger to Armenia
or Artsakh, as she has been a staunch ad-
vocate of Artsakh’s right to self-determina-
tion since the early days of Karabakh
movement, and raised the alarm about de-
struction of Armenian monuments in Julfa
back in 2006 soon after reports emerged
from Jufa in Nakhichevan of Azerbaijani
armed forces desecrating Armenian
Khatchkars and historic monuments. She

has witnessed, first hand, the atrocities
committed against the people of Artsakh by
Azerbaijan and has presented testimony
and reports in the British House of Lords
and other international forums.

She also said that should would like to
report to the world about the progress she
has seen in Armenia and Artsakh.

“I have adopted one principle in my
life: to have open eyes, ears and mind. I
want to tell the world what I have seen,”
added Baroness Cox.

She is in Armenia for her annual trip
and pilgrimage to Artsakh and met with
Babloyan, who welcomed her and spoke
highly of her efforts to advance Armenian
issues within the British House of Lords.

Her eponymous charity runs a rehabil-
itation center in Artsakh for those injured
in the war, as well as physically handi-
capped children.

While in Yerevan, Baroness Cox also
met with Prime Minister Karen Kara-
petyan, who applauded her for her positive
and active approaches to the Karabakh
issue, as well as her advocacy for Artsakh.

The two discussed prospects for devel-
oping economic relations between Armenia
and the United Kingdom and noted that
progress on this front is being made.

Baroness Caroline Cox in Yerevan

Turkey freezes Sevan Nianyan's bank account
Renowned Istanbul Armenian linguist

Sevan Nianyan made a new post in social net-
works on Monday.

He wrote that not being able to find any-
thing, the Turkish authorities have frozen his
bank account. ''I had 12,000 lira in one of the
bank accounts, which I kept for a rainy day.
Failing to find anything, they froze it. This is
not a state but a gang,'' Nianyan noted.

Sevan Nianyan took a vacation from
prison but never showed up again. It was later

found out that the Greek authorities granted him temporary residence.
Nianyan was sentenced to 11 years in prison by the Turkish courts for illegal con-

struction. He has always openly spoken about the Armenian Genocide and showed coura-
geous stance. 

President of Armenia Serzh Sargsyan,
who is in Tehran on a working visit to at-
tend Saturday’s swearing-in ceremony of
reelected President Hassan Rouhani of
Iran, on Sunday met with him.

At the beginning of the talk, the Iranian
president expressed the hope that his Ar-
menian colleague’s current visit to Iran will
give new impetus to the expansion and de-
velopment of bilateral relations.

Noting that the current year marks the
25th anniversary of diplomatic relations be-
tween Armenia and Iran, President
Sargsyan, for his part, recorded that during
this time cooperation amongst them was
developed and strengthened.

Subsequently, the two presidents dis-
cussed collaboration, and underscored the
major projects being implemented in sev-
eral domains and the carrying out of new
and promising projects between the two
countries.

In addition, the interlocutors high-
lighted the ongoing negotiations on a free-

trade agreement between Iran and the
Eurasian Economic Union—which com-
prises Armenia, Russia, Belarus, Kaza-
khstan, and Kyrgyzstan.

Also, Hassan Rouhani lauded the visa
cancelation between the two countries, and
which Armenia had initiated.

Furthermore, they reflected on regional
security issues, including the Nagorno-
Karabakh (Artsakh) peace process.

Armenia, Iran presidents meet in Tehran

The Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict
has not yet cap-
tured the attention
of US President
Donald Trump’s
administration,
but this could
change over the
next several
months, Atlantic
Council analyst,
Ambassador John
Herbst, told the
Voice of America
Armenian Service.

The interests of the many parties in-
volved in the Karabakh conflict are an ob-
stacle before the settlement of the conflict,
noted analyst Michael Rubin of the Ameri-
can Enterprise Institute.

As per political scientist Suren
Sargsyan, in order to make progress in the
Karabakh issue, Azerbaijan needs to take a
more constructive position and honor the
agreements that were reached previously.

Ambassador John Herbst, however,

calls on the Ar-
menian side to
compromise. But,
also, he does not
conceal Azerbai-
jan’s problems, as
well.

Even though
the Nagorno
Karabakh conflict
is a priority for
Armenia’s au-
thorities, Russia’s
involvement in its
resolution does

not help the resolution, said analyst Anna
Borshchevskaya of The Washington Insti-
tute for Near East Policy.

But according to political scientist
Gevorg Melikyan, the deteriorating rela-
tions between Washington and Moscow do
not prevent Russian-American cooperation
in resolving the Karabakh conflict.

According to analysts, settlement of the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict will completely
change the layout of forces in the Caucasus.



US analysts say Karabakh conflict resolution
will change layout of forces in Caucasus
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AGBU Western
District is proud to
announce Mr. David
Ojakian as the Mas-
ter of Ceremonies
for the upcoming
2017 Gala. Mr.
Ojakian, chairman
of AGBU Young
Professionals of
Northern California,
hails from a long
family history of in-
volvement with
AGBU.

A one-time An-
geleno, David
Ojakian moved with
his family to San Le-
andro, California at
the age of two. Having been raised in the
Bay Area, he went on to graduate from
California State University East Bay with
a BS in Business Administration and Mar-
keting Management. With over ten years
business and marketing experience, Mr.
Ojakian is presently a client executive for
the firm Plum Lending, a San Francisco-
based commercial real estate finance com-
pany. 

When not managing his clients’ day-
to-day affairs, Mr. Ojakian is pursuing an
acting career in both the Bay Area and Los
Angeles. David is no stranger to hosting,
he, along with his colleague Greg Nemet,
co-host an Armenian news and current
events program called “Arach Media,”
that airs live on Facebook monthly. Their
program lends an informative and objec-
tive voice to the political and social events
concerning Armenians in Armenia and
the Diaspora.  

When asked about his involvement
and commitment to AGBU, Mr. Ojakian
stated, "The global network and opportu-
nity to help fellow Armenians in Armenia
and around the world has always been
what has drawn me to be a part of the or-
ganization. I am proud to work with the
dynamic committee of leaders we have
built within the Armenian General Benev-
olent Union - Young Professionals North-
ern California (AGBU-YPNC) and to
continue the legacy of the organization
that was started by many of our friends
and colleagues before us."

His late paternal grandmother, Ms.

Flora Mirzaian, was
an active member
of the Armenian
community and a
former chair-
woman for AGBU
in Oakland, CA.
Mr. Hrant Toross-
ian, David’s late
maternal grandfa-
ther, was an Ar-
menian genocide
survivor. Mr.
Ojakian servers on
the bay area Ar-
menian Genocide
Commemorative
Committee in
honor of his Grand-
father, and vows to

honor them both with his involvement in
the Armenian community and the AGBU,
working towards the preservation of the
Armenian history, culture, and heritage.

Despite being a part of the AGBU fam-
ily since childhood as a lifetime member,
Mr. Ojakian became more involved with
the organization when he began attend-
ing AGBU-YPNC events in 2005. With his
interest sparked by the YPNC’s activities,
he decided to join the board of the Young
Professionals in 2007, first serving as mar-
keting and public relations director, and
now, continuing the legacy of his grand-
mother, by holding the position of Chair-
man of the Northern California AGBU-YP.

Earlier this year, Mr. Ojakian had the
honor of being part of a collaborative ef-
fort by AGBU-YP committee members
who raised $20,000—one of the largest
amounts ever raised at similar events—at
the Northern California Young Profes-
sionals’ 2017 San Francisco Winter Gala,
benefiting the AGBU Humanitarian
Emergency Relief Fund which provides
aid to war-ravaged Syrian-Armenians.

The AGBU Western District 2017 Gala
Committee enthusiastically looks forward
to have Mr. David Ojakian as the Gala
Emcee. The 2017 Gala will be held on Sat-
urday, September 9, 2017, at the Globe
Theatre, Universal Studios Hollywood.

For tickets and information, please contact
the AGBU Office at: 

626-794-7942 or email gala@agbuca.org.


WASHINGTON, D.C. - Today, senior
Member of the House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee and Armenian Caucus Member
Representative Brad Sherman (D-CA)
urged support for U.S. funding for demi-
ning efforts in Artsakh during the House
Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on Europe,
Eurasia, and Emerging Threats hearing en-
titled "Examining the President's FY 2018
Budget Proposal for Europe and Eurasia,"
reported the Armenian Assembly of Amer-
ica (Assembly).

"Let's talk a little bit about demining in
Artsakh. Our assistance programs for what
was then called the Republic of Nagorno
Karabakh has since Fiscal Year 98 sup-
ported lifesaving maternal healthcare, pro-
vided for clean drinking water, and cleared
mines and unexploded ordinance. HALO
Trust, which is leading the demining ef-
forts, reports that it has completed about
88% of its mission but continues to need US
funds to continue its lifesaving work, ad-
ditional humanitarian needs continue. Do
we expect HALO Trust to be funded so that
it can complete the demining effort?" Rep.
Sherman asked.

U.S. Department of State's European
and Eurasian Affairs Bureau Acting Princi-
pal Deputy Assistant Secretary Ambassa-
dor John Heffern, in return, responded:
"Over the years, as you know, we have
given Nagorno Karabakh - the people of
Nagorno Karabakh - $45 million in assis-
tance, humanitarian as you described it,
[for] water and demining. As I understood,
the recent HALO Trust report estimated
closer to 96-97% coverage on their demi-
ning efforts, which is very important, and
there is going to be an assessment of that
before we make decision on the next step."

U.S. Agency for International Develop-
ment (USAID) Europe and Eurasia Bureau
Acting Assistant to the Administrator Mar-
got Ellis added that demining is normally
funded from their regional budget. "In the
past we have sent a request to Congress for
us to be engaged and we will put in a sim-
ilar request," she added.

In its Fiscal Year 2018 testimony, the As-
sembly urged not less than $8 million be al-
located for Arstakh, including de-mining
activities. "For a relatively small invest-
ment, America has the opportunity to
make a significant difference in the every-
day lives of the people of Artsakh," the As-
sembly stated in testimony.

Rep. Sherman also raised the impor-
tance of negotiating a bilateral tax treaty
with Armenia and making this agreement a
high priority at the State Department. He
stated: "We've seen a surge in U.S. com-
mercial engagement with Armenia, includ-
ing as reported by the Ambassador
upwards of $500 million in new American
investments in the Armenia energy and
mining sectors." Sherman continued: "the
Department of Treasury has to prioritize
where to put their tax lawyers, and a num-
ber of other countries want to negotiate
these agreements with us. But it occurs to
me that we have a national security interest
in making sure that we have good com-
mercial ties with the former Soviet states."
Sherman noted that the Armenian govern-
ment has gone on record stating that they
will base it on the American model.

Earlier in the hearing, Amb. Heffern

said that the U.S. is trying to move from an
assistance-based relationship to a trade-
based relationship with Armenia. Ellis
added that USAID "decided to focus on the
IT and energy sectors because these were
sectors that not only could promote Euro-
Atlantic integration, but also provided op-
portunities for U.S. business expansion and
partnership with Armenia."

In her written testimony, Ellis stated:
"USAID works closely with the EU and
other European donors to prioritize assis-
tance, jointly fund projects, and attain max-
imum leverage while avoiding duplication.
In Armenia, for example, we are partner-
ing with the private sector, the host gov-
ernment, and Yerevan State University in a
public-private partnership for the 'Estab-
lishment of Innovative Solutions and Tech-
nologies Center Project' worth $7 million
over the course of three years. USAID's in-
vestment of $2.5 million is yielding $4.5
million in non-USG funding in support of
this program, which will develop and
strengthen the educational capabilities of
Armenian higher educational institutions
in information technology and enhance
their research potential in education."

"While we appreciate U.S. assistance to-
ward more trade and investment with Ar-
menia, those efforts are necessary,
especially considering the ongoing debili-
tating effects of the coordinated Azerbai-
jani and Turkish blockades of Armenia and
Artsakh," Assembly Co-Chairs Anthony
Barsamian and Van Krikorian said. "Sec-
tion 907 of the Freedom Support Act pre-
cludes most U.S. aid to Azerbaijan, with the
exception of democracy building and hu-
manitarian assistance, 'until the President
determines, and so reports to the Congress,
that the Government of Azerbaijan is tak-
ing demonstrable steps to cease all block-
ades and other offensive uses of force
against Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh'
or the President issues a waiver for reasons
of U.S. national interests.  Considering the
mounting evidence against the Aliyev
regime across the board, Armenia and Art-
sakh should be receiving more U.S. assis-
tance in addition to trade and investment
programs," they concluded.



After 54 years of telling stories, Imani
Tate capped her pen and career at an ele-
gant farewell dinner-banquet held in Ran-
cho Cucamonga, California on Saturday,
July 29th, 2017. Former Mayor of the City
of La Verne, Jon Blickenstaff, served as the
Master of Ceremonies. Tate was feted by
government officials, School District Su-
perintendents, colleagues and friends who
extolled her virtues describing her as an ex-
ceptionally talented journalist who demon-
strated integrity, honesty, loyalty, and
professionalim.on a daily basis.

Tate has been writing for thePomona
Daily Bulletin and one of its predecessors,
the Pomona Progress-Bulletin since 1962.
She covered schools, cities, human inter-
ests, community news and more .In his re-
marks,  Dr. Garbis Der-Yeghiayan
characterized her as "the region's most
trusted and admired reporter". He thanked
her for her inimitable efforts in promoting

the activities of the
American Armenian
International College in
La Verne and Mashdots
College in Glendale for
over 40 years of com-
bined excellence in re-
porting, as well as
writing extensively on
the Armenian Geno-
cide by advocating
adoption of the Armen-
ian Genocide Resolu-
tions by the United
Sates Congress. Tate
has interviewed Dr.
Der-Yeghiayan on numerous occasions am-
plifying and affirming the truth that the Ar-
menian Genocide is a widely documented
fact supported by an overwhelming body
of historical evidence. Tate has also covered
Mashdots College's pilgrimages to historic

Western Armenia.
In appreciation of her

40-year support of the Ar-
menian community in the
Inland Empire and San
Gabriel Valley and her 54
years of exceptional service
as a distinguished journal-
ist,on behalf of Mashdots
College,  Dr. Der-Yeghi-
ayan honored Imani Tate
by conferring upon her the
academic title of Honorary
Professor of Journalism to
the applause and standing
ovation of the guests. In

her remarks, Tate spoke very highly of the
Armenian community thanking Dr. Der-
Yeghiayan for the great honor bestowed
upon her and pledging her continued sup-
port of resolutions acknowledging the Ar-
menian Genocide.

SENIOR MEMBER OF THE HOUSE FOREIGN
AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

REP. BRAD SHERMAN CALLS FOR
CONTINUED U.S. FUNDING FOR

DEMINING IN ARTSAKH,
SUPPORTS TAX TREATY

DISTINGUISHED JOURNALIST HONORED BY
MASHDOTS COLLEGE

AGBU ANNOUNCES
GALA 2017 MASTER OF CEREMONIES,

DAVID OJAKIAN
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In April, the AGBU Armenian Virtual
College (AVC) launched its Armenian lan-
guage e-Hangouts as a way for e-learners
to practice their language skills. Founded
in 2009, the Armenian Virtual College has
addressed the demand for Armenian lan-
guage instruction worldwide with its on-
line courses in Eastern and Western
Armenian, along with courses in Armen-
ian history, culture and chess. The estab-
lishment of the e-Hangouts, open to all
AVC students past and present, marks an
expansion of the program by providing op-
portunities for learners to practice and
forge bonds with this innovative platform.

For the past two months, AVC alumni
with intermediate and advanced Armen-
ian language skills e-meet fellow e-learn-
ers during the e-Hangout sessions and
discuss various topics, such as philosophy,
art and cooking. "Communicating in Ar-
menian through the AVC e-Hangouts is
not only important as a forum to our e-
learners, but it is also very effective in con-
necting global Armenians," said AGBU
Central Board member and AVC founder
Yervant Zorian.

The idea for this global communication
platform was proposed in February during
a series of events in honor of the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization (UNESCO) Interna-
tional Mother Language Day that was
dedicated to Armenian language preserva-
tion in Armenia and in the diaspora. Since
1999, the UNESCO International Mother
Language Day-held each year on February
21-has supported mother language and
multilingual education to raise awareness
about linguistic and cultural diversity
through global language education and in-
tercultural communication.

The opening event of the series was the
13th Yerevan Book Fair-Expo at the Khnko
Aper National Children's Library, which
took place from February 18 to 21. In the

AVC and the Armenian Ministry of Dias-
pora joint pavilion, AVC showcased its
multimedia e-Book series and Armenian
language course materials to demonstrate
the innovative capabilities developed to
meet the needs of young e-learners. Dur-
ing this Fair-Expo, the Minister of Diaspora
Hranush Hakobyan commended AVC and
its methods: "This unique institution al-
ways stands out with its innovative offer-
ings. The e-publications are what we have
been missing today for a new generation
of readers. The Ministry will support AVC
to further raise awareness and participa-
tion."

A roundtable discussion, entitled "The
Armenian Language in Textbooks," was
held on February 20 and co-organized by
AVC, the Armenian Ministry of Diaspora
and the National Academy of Sciences of
Armenia. During the discussion, AVC de-
tailed its approaches for disseminating the
Armenian language and AVC Hybrid Ed-
ucation coordinator Arpine Tavakalyan
shared AVC's online experience in prepar-
ing e-learning materials. "Distance learn-
ing and applying the latest technologies
need to have a special place in the devel-
opment of new language policy and new
textbooks need to be accessible to the Ar-
menian diaspora as well," she said.

The Armenia-Lebanon virtual confer-
ence held on February 24 was devoted to
the preservation of Western Armenian.
During the event, AVC Academic director
Hasmik Khalapyan and online Western Ar-
menian instructor Zepur Kheblikian reem-
phasized the significance of using
e-learning methods to teach today's gener-
ations and AVC's proactive efforts in pre-
serving Western Armenian.

To conclude the series, AVC held an e-
Hangout session on March 2 to join the
AGBU Lazar Najarian-Calouste Gul-
benkian School in Aleppo with the #150
Public School after F. Nansen in Yerevan.
The topic of discussion was language
learning in Armenia and in the diaspora.

AVC continues to provide a unique
method of learning for its e-learners to en-
sure progress in their conversation and
comprehension skills as well as in creating
bonds within the global Armenian com-
munity.

For more information about AGBU Ar-
menian Virtual College, please visit
www.avc-agbu.org/.



WASHINGTON, D.C. - The Armen-
ian Assembly of America (Assembly)
congratulated Board Member Alex Kara-
petian and his family Jeff Acopian, Greg
Acopian, and Ezra Acopian for their con-
tinuing support on the 60th anniversary
of Acopian Technical Co., founded by the
late Sarkis Acopian.

The Acopian family has a long legacy
of involvement with the Assembly and
helping the Armenian nation. Following
the devastating 1988 earthquake in Ar-
menia, Sarkis and his wife Bobbye do-
nated over $1 million toward the
Assembly's earthquake relief efforts. The
next year, he was a critical member of a
high level Assembly delegation that trav-
eled to Armenia aboard Acopian's corpo-
rate jet to discuss earthquake
rehabilitation efforts and support of the
Artskah movement. The delegation,
which included then Board of Directors
Chairman Jirair Haratunian and Board
Members Robert A. Kaloosdian and Mil-
ton Gelenian, conferred with senior gov-
ernment officials and health and
immigration specialists to determine,
among other things, the scope of post-
earthquake medical needs.

To help the newly independent Re-
public of Armenia in 1995, Sarkis bought
and donated a building in Ottawa for use
as the country's new embassy in Canada.
He also worked to introduce environ-
mental conservation in Armenia. Un-
known to many, Armenia has an
astonishing number of bird species (over
350). In an effort to raise awareness,
Sarkis assembled a team of ornithologists
from around the world to work towards
publishing a field guide on the birds of
Armenia in hopes of introducing the
newly independent former Soviet Re-
public to the idea of environmental con-
servation. A Field Guide to Birds of
Armenia was published in 1997 along
with the first accurate map of the coun-
try. As a result of the Birds of Armenia
Project, the Acopian Center for the Envi-
ronment was established at the American
University of Armenia. Sarkis and Bob-
bye also made a major gift to the Clark
University Kaloosdian/ Mugar Chair in
Armenian Genocide Studies and History.

"Sarkis Acopian started a remarkable
family business that grows stronger each
year. On behalf of the Armenian Assem-
bly, congratulations to everyone at
Acopian Technical Co. on their 60 years
of success and many more to come," As-

sembly Board of Trustees Co-Chairs An-
thony Barsamian and Van Krikorian said.
"Sarkis and his whole family have con-
tributed greatly to the success of the Ar-
menian Assembly of America, and
continue their hard work and dedication
to Armenia with each generation," they
added.

Sarkis Acopian's family members also
share his commitment to Armenia and
the Armenian American community. The
late Nikit Ordjanian, who was married to
Sarkis's sister Eleanora, was Co-Chair of
the Assembly from 1981-1983 and was a
foundational, key player in the organiza-
tion. Acopian's son Jeff and his wife
Helen were among the first participants
of the Assembly's Mission to Armenia.
Jeff's and Helen's daughter, Ani Acopian,
interned with the Assembly in 2013.

The Acopian's nephew, Alex Karapet-
ian, carried on his family's commitment
to the Armenian cause and has served on
the Assembly's Board of Trustees since
2013. He also participated in the Assem-
bly Terjenian-Thomas Internship Pro-
gram in 2002 and was intern coordinator
in 2003 and 2004. Alex's wife, Leslie, was
also a former intern in 2002, along with
her brothers Michael Azarian in 2005,
Adam Azarian in 2009, and Alexander
Azarian in 2013. Leslie's cousin Raffi
Manoukian interned in 1997. Their
grandparents, the late Sam Hagopian and
his wife Barbara, have been long-time As-
sembly Fellow Trustees, and Sam served
on the Assembly Board of Directors from
2001-2003. Sam and Barbara's son, Sam
Hagopian, Jr., was also an Armenian As-
sembly summer intern in 1984.

Alex Karapetian, Acopian's Director
of Sales and Marketing, said he and his
family are mindful of their legacy. "I'm
not selling a power supply, I'm selling my
family," he said. "I'm selling the Acopian
name. It's the reliability of the power sup-
ply, our service and reputation. The fam-
ily aspect of it brings forth the pride,
passion, and energy we put towards the
work we're doing," he said

The privately-held company has man-
ufactured millions of power supplies for
various applications and industries.
Their  products  are  used  worldwide  by
most Fortune  500  companies, as well as
Apollo space  missions,  the  Hubble
Space  Telescope,  the  Oscars, Emmys,
Times Square New Year's Eve ball drop,
and elsewhere.



THE AGBU ARMENIAN VIRTUAL COLLEGE
EXPANDS FOCUS ON ARMENIAN

LANGUAGE EDUCATION

ARMENIAN ASSEMBLY CONGRATULATES
ACOPIAN FAMILY FOR CONTINUING

SUPPORT ON THE 60TH ANNIVERSARY OF
ACOPIAN POWER SUPPLIES

German deputy requires security guarantees for his
visit to Turkey

German deputy Alexander Noy wants to receive guarantees from the German MFA
before leaving for Turkey to visit the Konya air base, Reuters reports.

In an interview with Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, the deputy noted that he is
concerned about his security, considering the absurd claims of the Turkish authorities
on his links with the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK).

“It should be certain that I will be able to leave Turkey,” Noy said.
The German MFA stated that it will do its best for the seven German legislators—

elected by the Defense Committee—to be able to pay that visit but Ankara itself controls
who to allow to the country.

Turkey allowed the German legislators visit the servicemen in Konya air base on
September 8 within the framework of the visit under the auspices of NATO after the
Turkish authorities refused to allow the visit in July.

26-year-old Saudi prince dies
Saudi Press Agency (SPA) reported that the Saudi Royal Court said in a statement

issued Tuesday that Prince Salman bin Saad bin Abdullah bin Turki Al Saud has passed
away, according to RIA Novosti news agency of Russia. But the cause of his death is not
noted.Erem News, however, reported that the 26-year-old prince had died from heart

attack. 
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FREE CONCERT 
Saturday, September 2nd

ARA DABANDJIAN COMBO
Grab Your Picnic Basket and Head to the Park

Ara Dabandjian delivers the eclectic sounds of Armenian music by fusing the
warm melodies of the Mediterranean with traditional folk tunes that infuse listeners
with an upbeat energy that is unique to his style. Best known for founding the pop-
ular, Los Angeles based, folk ensemble Element Band, Ara Dabandjian’s composi-
tions and musical arrangements have garnered multiple awards. After touring China,
Europe and the Middle East in 2016, he is back in Los Angeles ready to serve his
hometown with a new set list inspired by his travels. Dabandjian will perform in-
strumental renditions of familiar Element Band songs , as well as original composi-
tions.

Levitt Pavilion Pasadena
85 East Holly Street5 Pasadena, CA 91103
(Near the Pasadena Armenian Genocide Memorial)

The Levitt Pavilion Pasadena’s summer concert series has grown to draw 60,000 people
throughout the summer and has gained publicity attention from the L.A. Times, L.A. Weekly,
Pasadena Weekly, Pasadena Star-News, Outlook, KPCC, KCRW, and more.

The opening ceremony of the
‘Hovhannes Tumanyan House’
scientific-cultural center was held
in the last apartment of Hov-
hannes Tumanyan in Tbilisi on
August 5 by opening new page for
the Armenian Georgian cultural
ties. 

The base of this historical
event was the return of Tu-
manyan’s Tbilisi house to the Ar-
menian community where many
famous Armenian figures, such as
Aghayan, Komitas, Shirvanzade,
Isahakyan, Papazyan and etc,
were hosted, where literary talks,
readings, press conferences, discussions on
published and unpublished works were
held, the Armenian, Georgian and world
literature samples were studied. 

After Georgia’s independence, the fate
of the All Armenian poet’s house alienated
from the Armenian community was urgent:
a non-operative library unit belonging to
private owner and half-ruined apartment
left to the heirs. 

Tumanyan’s house was handed over to
its original owner thanks to the efforts of
former President of the Writers’ Union of
Armenia, late Levon Ananyan. Former
Mayor of Gyumri, currently MP Vardan
Ghukasyan and co-founder of the IDeA
Foundation Ruben Vardanyan assisted the
program. The renovation, improvement
and furnishing works of the house have
been conducted by the Jinishian Memorial
Foundation, IDeA Foundation and the Ar-
menian Diocese of Georgia. 

The opening ceremony of the ‘Hov-
hannes Tumanyan House’ center was at-
tended by the delegation of the Mother See
of Holy Etchmiadzin, Armenian and Geor-
gian state, political figures, diplomats,
guests from Russia and Armenia’s various
cities and regions, heads of community
structures and Georgian-Armenian intel-

lectuals. 
The opening ceremony of the center

started with laying a wreath at the tomb of
Hovhannes Tumanyan in the Khojivank
Pantheon of Armenian writers and public
figures.

MP Vardan Ghukasyan, IDeA Founda-
tion’s Executive Director Edgar Manukyan,
Executive Director at Jinishian Memorial
Program Elizan Minasyan cut the ribbon.
The opening ceremony was also attended
by a spiritual class.  

Director of the center Gisane Hov-
sepyan delivered speech over the center’s
activity and its future programs.  

Primate of Tavush Diocese Bishop Ter-
Bagrat Galstyan read the congratulatory
message of His Holiness Catholicos of All
Armenians Garegin II, as well as the con-
gratulatory messages of Armenia’s Dias-
pora Minister Hranush Hakobyan and
Armenian Ambassador to Georgia Yuri
Vardanyan were presented.  

Thereafter, congratulatory remarks
were delivered by Director of the Hov-
hannes Tumanyan House-Museum Narine
Tukhikyan, President of the Writers’ Union
of Armenia Eduard Militonyan, son of
Levon Ananyan, Director of Armenpress
news agency Aram Ananyan, President of

the Writers’ Union of Georgia
Makvala Gonashvili, as well as
by other public and literary fig-
ures. 

The event was summarized
by Primate of the Armenian
Diocese of Georgia, His Grace
Bishop Vazgen Mirzakhanyan
who expressed gratitude to all
philanthrophists, supporters
for returning Tumanyan’s his-
torical house to the Armenian
community. 

The center will carry out
literary, scientific, educational
and cultural activity, one of the

halls is named after Levon Ananyan where
Armenian and Georgian writers will hold
meetings, discussions, the center will also
serve for ethnography studies and devel-
opment, will establish cultural ties between
the Armenian and Georgian art figures, will
have a puppet theatre, AGBU virtual uni-
versity branch, spiritual, cultural heritage
museum of Georgian-Armenians, as well
as a library.

Please join me inside the
Panorama Mall for the

37th Annual Government Day!

This is a unique opportunity
for you to meet face to face
with representatives from

more than 30 federal, state,
county and city agencies.  

Among those who will be
there to answer questions and

provide information:
U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services

Social Security
Administration

Covered California
Department of Motor

Vehicles
Consulate General of

Mexico

Saturday, August 19
10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Panorama Mall,
8401 Van Nuys Blvd.

Panorama City

For more information, please
call my office at (818) 376-4246

or visit my website
Hope to see you there. 

Sincerely, 
Adrin Nazarian

Assemblymember, 
46th District

The opening ceremony of the ‘Hovhannes Tumanyan House’
scientific-cultural center

Armenia PM: We will have
modern, lucrative, stably-
developing agriculture

Prime Minister of Armenia Karen
Karapetyan chaired a consultation at
the government building, during which
the Ministry of Agriculture presented
the agricultural development programs
to the representatives of the country’s
farms. 

In his remarks at the talk, the PM
noted that the government’s main ob-
jective is to increase efficiency in agri-
culture. In his words, as a result,
Armenia will have a modern, lucrative,
and stably-developing agriculture.
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