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CAMBRIDGE, Mass. —
Prof. Fatma Muge Goçek
gave a lecture titled “The
Violence of Denial: Turkish
Women’s Memories of
Armenians, 1789-2009,” at
the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology (MIT) on
November 3. Formally, it
was the McMillan-
Stewart Lecture
on Women in the
Developing World,
with the co-spon-
sorship of MIT’s
Women and
Gender Studies
Program, but what
made it unusual
was the other two
cosponsors. This
was one of the rare
instances in the
United States
where an
Armenian and a
Turkish student
association cosponsored a talk pertain-
ing to the Armenian Genocide, and it
was well attended, with at least 50 in
the audience in the late afternoon.
The event was moderated by Lerna

Ekmekcioglu, McMillan-
Stewart Career
Development Assistant
Professor of History at
MIT. Ekmekcioglu intro-
duced the leaders of both

student groups who spoke about their
organizations briefly. She said, “To my
knowledge this is the first event that
the two societies have cosponsored.

see MIT, page 9

Karekin II and Aram I
Pay Tribute to

Armenian Genocide
Victims

YEREVAN (Armenpress) — The Supreme Patriarch
and the Catholicos of All Armenians Karekin II and
the Catholicos of Great House of Cilicia Aram I held
a joint prayer at the Armenian Genocide Memorial.
The Assembly of Bishops launched on November

11 at the Mother See of Holy Echmiadzin, which
discuss the issue of canonization of the Armenian
Genocide victims. The leaders of the Armenian sees
from different countries, headed by the Supreme
Patriarch and the Catholicos of All Armenians
Karekin II and the Catholicos of Great House of
Cilicia Aram I, laid flowers at the Eternal Flame in
Tsitsernakaberd, after which they held memorial
service.

Guard at Prelacy of
Aleppo Dies in Blast

ALEPPO (Armenpress) — Nazareth Maljian, 49,
who worked as a guard in the National Prelacy of
Aleppo, died due to injuries from a blast organized
by the armed terrorists in front of the building of
the National Prelacy of Aleppo, according to the
Aleppo-based Gandzasar weekly. The funderal was
held in Holy Theotokos church on November 8.

Vladimir Movsisyan,
Last Soviet Armenian
Leader, Laid to Rest

YEREVAN (Armenpress) — Vladimir Movsisyan’s
relatives, family members, friends and many
Armenian citizens who respected the prominent
state figure participated on November 7 in his
funeral.
The funeral took place in St. Sargis Church in

Nor Nork. President of Armenia Serge Sargisian,
accompanied by his wife, Rita, attended the funer-
al. Armenian Prime Minister Hovik Abrahamyan,
heads of departments and many other high-ranking
officials also attended the funeral.
Movsisyan was chairman of the Committee on

Lake Sevan. He was born on November 12, 1933,
in Shenavan, Spitak region. He died on November
5, 2014.
He ruled the agro-industry in Soviet Armenia. In

1990 he was the First Secretary of the Communist
Party of Armenia the last one who officially ruled
Soviet Armenia (Movsisyan was succeed by the
Chairman of the Supreme Soviet of the Republic of
Armenia Levon Ter-Petrosian). In 1993, he admin-
istered the defense of Ijevan. In the 1990s, he was
the governor of Gegharkunik, then the Minister of
agriculture of Armenia.
Movsisyan was the recipient of the St. Mesrop
Mashtots medal.
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Three-Party
Opposition
Unites against
Government

By Sara Khojoyan

YEREVAN (ArmeniaNow) — The three
non-governing parties that have thrown
down the gauntlet to the government
appear to have some differences that were
addressed on Monday. But after discussions
on that day the Prosperous Armenia Party
(PAP), the Armenian National Congress
(ANC) and Heritage reaffirmed their com-
mitment to continue their joint anti-govern-
ment campaign.
“Despite expectations of many, the triad

will not collapse,” stated PAP lawmaker
Stepan Margaryan, who said that the three
parties will make an announcement about
their further steps on Wednesday.

“Naturally, there will be a rally,” he
added. “We will make a decision on what
events should be like and when should be
their culmination or something like that.
We go forward, to demand early elections,”
he said.
Margaryan also stressed that the three-

party group is expanding the scale of the
movement, adding more pressure in the
form of street actions, including rallies and
sitting strikes. The differences among the
three opposition parties transpired last
week when the PAP began to form head-
quarters in provinces. On Sunday warned
that such actions indefinitely postpone
active political steps and that it could be a
“fatal mistake” on the part of the PAP.
The ANC said the government could use

this period to mobilize its forces and cause
rifts amongst the opposition, adding that it
considered “keeping people active” to be
the best way for the movement.
The PAP, however, once again stressed

on Monday that it was not in a hurry to
see OPPOSITION, page 2

GLENDALE — All five members of the
Glendale City Council voted on November 4
in favor of a motion to enter into an
Exclusive Negotiating Agreement with the
Armenian Genocide Centennial Committee
of Western US (AGCC) for the ground lease
of a 1.7 acre property located to the south
of the Glendale Civic Auditorium and
across the street from
Glendale Community
College.
Earlier this year, the

AGCC had announced its
interest to build a museum
and educational/cultural
center in Southern
California. After exploring
numerous locations
throughout Los Angeles
County, the organization
identified a site in Glendale
with the characteristics for a
world class museum and cultural/educa-
tional center.
In her introductory remarks, AGCC Co-

Chair Talin Yacoubian observed “It is not
often that one finds such a wide cross sec-
tion of a constituency or community whole-
heartedly supporting any single project,
but the magnitude, relevance and impor-
tance of this project has created an indivis-
ible bond, not only among the Armenian
community but beyond.”
Representatives of the 19 organizations

on the Board of the AGCC, its Landmark
Sub-Committee, members of the Armenian
Genocide Memorial Council of Glendale as
well as several dozen community organiz-

ers and volunteers were in attendance at
the Council meeting to express their sup-
port. The more than 100 people who
attended the Council meeting applauded
when the Council voted 5 – 0 to adopt the
motion to initiate the exclusive negotia-
tions.
“We have decided to build a museum and

a cultural and educational center that
strives to transform lives, and a memorial
monument to fallen victims of crimes
against humanity, to promote all that is just
in the United States of America, and, ulti-
mately be, a destination venue for all,”
explained AGCC Co-Chair Garo Ghazarian
in his remarks to the members of the coun-
cil.
Archbishop Hovnan Derderian told the

council members that he was delighted that
they have taken this initiative. He stated,
“This museum with its cultural and educa-
tional center and memorial will be a symbol
of life; a symbol of resurrected life;

see GLENDALE, page 8

Members of the Armenian Genocide Centennial Committee

Glendale City Council Unanimously Approves
Negotiations on Armenian-American Museum

Aram Arkun
Appointed Tekeyan
Cultural Association
Executive Director
WATERTOWN — The Tekeyan

Cultural Association (TCA) Central
Board of Directors recently appointed
Aram Arkun as executive director of
the association,
headquartered
in Watertown.
With this

appointment ,
the Association
fills the vacancy
of the post of
executive direc-
tor at the TCA
central office.
Arkun, a

respected schol-
ar, has a master’s degree in interna-
tional relations from University of
Pennsylvania. He has been editor-in-
chief of Ararat quarterly, assistant
director of the Krikor and Clara
Zohrab Information Center of the
Armenian Diocese; adjunct assistant

see ARKUN, page 5

Aram Arkun

Goçek Talks at MIT on
Violence of Denial

Prof. Fatma Müge Göçek



YEREVAN — On October 10, the
American University of Armenia
(AUA) unveiled a plaque in honor of
Prof. Richard Hovannisian, who has
donated his professional library of
1,338 books to the university’s
AGBU Papazian Library.
Hovannisian’s library includes many
history books covering the subjects
of Armenian, Russian and Soviet,
Near and Middle Eastern, Ancient
and Medieval, Byzantine, and
Modern European history and cul-
tures.
AUA President Dr. Armen Der

Kiureghian welcomed Hovannisian,
who cut the red ribbon and was pre-
sented with a hand-carved wooden
box as a gift from Library Director
Satenik Avakian.
Hovannisian is Professor of

Armenian and Near Eastern History
and First Holder of the Armenian
Educational Foundation Chair in
Modern Armenian History at the
University of California, Los Angeles
(UCLA) and Adjunct Professor of
History at the University of Southern
California. A native of California, he
received his M.A. in history from the
University of California, Berkeley,
and Ph.D. in history from UCLA.

OPPOSITION, from page 1
stage another rally. Party spokesman
Tigran Urikhanyan spokesman said that
the movement has a nationwide nature
and for giving it a “more comprehensive
look” they are prepared for large-scale
events in both outer regions and
Yerevan, including for “decisive action”
in Liberty Square “at the right moment.”
“People are waiting not for a rally,

but for a change of government,”
Urikhanyan said, adding that they have
no disagreements with the ANC and
that the ANC has the right to organize
any public event in any place and at any
time on its own.
ANC spokesman Levon Zurabyan

also spoke about some differences, but
stressed that they did not amount to
contradictions. “We see what a great
amount of work we’ve managed to do,
what great hopes we have awaken and
it is natural that no one wants the
entire movement to fail because of sud-
den wrong decisions,” he said, adding
that they will insist on the need to hold
a rally before the end of this year.
According to political analyst Armen
Grigoryan, the differences among the

three non-governing parties are not
such by their nature as to lead to their
acting separately. “The main differences
are in terms of time: the ANC wants to
act more quickly, the PAP suggests giv-
ing the movement a more institutional
look and only then pass on to decisive
action. It is for this purpose that the
PAP is setting up headquarters in the
regions so that it can struggle with
more resources and mobilized force,”
the political analyst said. Remarkably,
the PAP attitude to act more slowly in
recent days has been linked by some
media to the alleged meeting between
PAP leader Gagik Tsarukyan and
President Serge Sargisian. But neither
party confirmed such a meeting took
place. Some opposition members view
it as an attempt by Sargisian’s
Republican Party of Armenia to disrupt
the movement, but ruling party
spokesman Edward Sharmazanov
denies any such intent. “I have repeat-
edly said that the Republican Party
never agrees to bargains and does not
plant mines inside the opposition,” he
said. “If they have a problem, they
should look for it among themselves.”

Political analyst Sergey Minasyan
also said he does not think that the
actions of the opposition cause any
major concerns for the government.
“First, I am not convinced that the
three are ready to go till the end, but
even if it is so and the authorities feel
that there may be dangerous develop-
ments, they will try to stop it at once.
Since now it is not a pre-election period,
there is no serious problem and
response, the authorities are not that
much concerned,” Minasyan said.

PPrriimmee  MMiinniisstteerr  UUrrggeess
PPrrooggrraamm  ttoo  CCoommbbaatt  SSeexx--

SSeelleeccttiivvee  AAbboorrttiioonnss
YYEERREEVVAANN  ((AArrkkaa))  ——  AArrmmeenniiaann  PPrriimmee  MMiinniisstteerr  HHoovviikk
AAbbrraahhaammyyaann  iinnssttrruucctteedd  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  tthhiiss  wweeeekk
ttoo  ddeevveelloopp  aa  ccoommpprreehheennssiivvee  pprrooggrraamm  ttoo  ccoommbbaatt  sseexx--
sseelleeccttiivvee  aabboorrttiioonnss..  HHee  ssaaiidd  tthhiiss  iiss  aa  bbiigg  ccoonncceerrnn
bbeeccaauussee  iinn  tteerrmmss  ooff  ssoommee  ppooppuullaattiioonn  rreepprroodduuccttiioonn
iinnddiiccaattoorrss  AArrmmeenniiaa  iiss  iinn  tthhee  bboottttoomm  ooff  tthhee  lliisstt..
““TTooddaayy,,  II  wwaanntt  ttoo  aaddddrreessss  tthhee  iissssuuee  ooff  tthhee  sseexx

rraattiioo  ooff  nneewwbboorrnnss..  AAss  aa  cciittiizzeenn,,  aass  pprriimmee  mmiinniisstteerr,,
aanndd  aass  tthhee  pprroouudd  ffaatthheerr  ooff  ttwwoo  ggiirrllss,,  II  aamm  vveerryy  wwoorr--
rriieedd  aabboouutt  tthhee  ssoocciiaall  aattmmoosspphheerree  rreessuullttiinngg  iinn  lloossss
ooff  tthhoouussaannddss  ooff  ffuuttuurree  mmootthheerrss,,””  ssaaiidd  AAbbrraahhaammyyaann..
AAccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  UUnniitteedd  NNaattiioonnss  ((UUNN))  eessttiimmaatteess,,  iiff

nnaattuurree  ttaakkeess  iittss  ccoouurrssee,,  110055  bbooyyss  aarree  bboorrnn  ffoorr  eevveerryy
110000  ggiirrllss  bbuutt  iinn  AArrmmeenniiaa  mmoorree  tthhaann  111155  bbooyyss  aarree  bboorrnn
ffoorr  eevveerryy  110000  ggiirrllss..  AAccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  aa  UUNN  PPooppuullaattiioonn
FFuunndd  ssttuuddyy,,  ccoonndduucctteedd  ffrroomm  JJuunnee  22001122  ttoo  JJaannuuaarryy
22001133,,  bbeeccaauussee  ooff  sseexx--sseelleeccttiivvee  aabboorrttiioonn  ssoommee  9933,,000000
bbaabbyy  ggiirrllss  mmaayy  nnoott  bbee  bboorrnn  iinn  AArrmmeenniiaa  bbyy  22006600..
AAccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  AArrmmeenniiaann  NNaattiioonnaall  SSttaattiissttiiccaall

SSeerrvviiccee,,  1199,,440011  bbaabbiieess  wweerree  bboorrnn  iinn  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  iinn
tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ssiixx  mmoonntthhss  ooff  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr,,  aa  33..22  ppeerrcceenntt  yyeeaarr--
oonn--yyeeaarr  rriissee..  

TToouurriissmm  IInniittiiaattiivvee
AAnnnnoouunncceedd  iinn  AArrmmeenniiaa  

YYEERREEVVAANN  ((AArrkkaa))  ——  TThhee  hheeaadd  ooff  tthhee  AArrmmeenniiaann
MMoonnuummeennttss  AAwwaarreenneessss  PPrroojjeecctt  ((AAMMAAPP))  nnoonn--ggoovveerrnn--
mmeennttaall  oorrggaanniizzaattiioonn,,  RRiicchhaarrdd  NNyyee,,  aannnnoouunncceedd  oonn
NNoovveemmbbeerr  77  iinn  YYeerreevvaann  tthhee  llaauunncchh  ooff  aa  nneeww  ttoouurriisstt
iinniittiiaattiivvee  ccaalllleedd  BBrriiddggeess,,  ddeessiiggnneedd  ffoorr  tthhee  eeccoonnoommiicc
aanndd  ccrroossss--bboorrddeerr  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ooff  AArrmmeenniiaa  aanndd  eeaasstt--
eerrnn  rreeggiioonnss  ooff  TTuurrkkeeyy..
““TThhiiss  pprrooggrraamm  eennccoouurraaggeess  ccrreeaattiioonn  ooff  aa  nneettwwoorrkk

ooff  AArrmmeenniiaann  aanndd  TTuurrkkiisshh  ooppeerraattoorrss,,  ffaacciilliittaatteess  tthhee
iiddeennttiiffiiccaattiioonn  ooff  rreeggiioonnaall  aanndd  ccrroossss--bboorrddeerr  ttoouurriissmm
ppootteennttiiaall  aanndd  pprroommootteess  tthhee  rreeggiioonn  aass  aann  aattttrraaccttiivvee
ttoouurriisstt  ddeessttiinnaattiioonn,,””  ssaaiidd  NNyyee..
““BByy  ssaayyiinngg  rreeggiioonn  wwee  mmeeaann  aa  tteerrrriittoorryy  ccaalllleedd

‘‘HHiissttoorriiccaall  AArrmmeenniiaa,,’’  wwhhiicchh  iinncclluuddeess  VVaann,,  EErrzzuurruumm,,
AAnnii,,  KKaarrss,,  MMuusshh,,  aanndd  DDiiyyaarrbbaakkiirr..  OOuurr  TTuurrkkiisshh  ppaarrtt--
nneerrss  ssuuppppoorrtt  tthhee  eexxtteennssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  pprrooggrraamm  ttoo  tthhee
cciittyy  ooff  GGaazziiaanntteepp  iinn  TTuurrkkeeyy,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  llooccaatteedd  oonn  tthhee
tteerrrriittoorryy  ooff  hhiissttoorriiccaall  CCiilliicciiaa,,””  ssaaiidd  NNyyee..
““AAllssoo,,  wwee  wwiillll  aaddvveerrttiissee  tthhee  pprrooggrraamm  bbyy  uussiinngg  aann

eelleeccttrroonniicc  jjoouurrnnaall..  WWee  wwiillll  bbee  ooffffeerriinngg  ppaacckkaaggeess  ttoo
ttoouurr  ooppeerraattoorrss,,  aass  wweellll  aass  ffoorreeiiggnn  pprreessss  pphhoottooggrraa--
pphheerrss,,””  ssaaiidd  NNyyee..  TThhee  pprrooggrraamm  iiss  ffiinnaanncceedd  bbyy  tthhee
UUSSAAIIDD..  

YYeerreevvaann  HHoossttss  AArrmmeenniiaann--
RRuussssiiaann  HHeeaalltthhccaarree

CCoonnffeerreennccee  
YYEERREEVVAANN  ((AArrkkaa))  ——  TThhee  ffiirrsstt  AArrmmeenniiaann--RRuussssiiaann
hheeaalltthhccaarree  ccoonnffeerreennccee  wweerree  hheelldd  hheerree  llaasstt  wweeeekk,,
AArrmmeenniiaa’’ss  mmiinniissttrryy  ooff  hheeaalltthhccaarree  rreeppoorrtteedd..  
TThhee  RRuussssiiaann  ddeelleeggaattiioonn  aarrrriivveedd  iinn  AArrmmeenniiaa,,  hheeaadd--

eedd  bbyy  tthhee  mmiinniisstteerr  ooff  ppuubblliicc  hheeaalltthh  VVeerroonniikkaa
SSkkvvoorrttssoovvaa..  
TThhee  ttwwoo  mmiinniissttrriieess  aarree  eexxppeecctteedd  ttoo  ssiiggnn  tthhrreeee

aaggrreeeemmeennttss  oonn  tthhee  ttuurrnnoovveerr  ooff  mmeeddiicciinneess,,  mmeeddiiccaall
eeqquuiippmmeenntt  aanndd  bbiioollooggiiccaallllyy  aaccttiivvee  aaddddiittiivveess,,  aabboouutt
ccoonnssiisstteenntt  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  iinn  mmeeddiicciinnee,,  aass  wweellll  aass
aabboouutt  eexxcchhaannggee  ooff  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  bbeettwweeeenn  ppuubblliicc
hheeaalltthh,,  eelleeccttrroonniicc  hheeaalltthhccaarree  aanndd  rreemmoottee  mmeeddiicciinnee
ssyysstteemmss  ooff  tthhee  ttwwoo  ccoouunnttrriieess..  
TThhee  nnaattiioonnaall  mmeeddiiccaall  cchhaammbbeerrss  ooff  RRuussssiiaa  aanndd

AArrmmeenniiaa  aanndd  AArrmmeenniiaa’’ss  aassssoocciiaattiioonn  ooff  hheeaalltthhccaarree
ffaacciilliittaattoorrss  wweerree  sscchheedduulleedd  ttoo  ssiiggnn  ccooooppeerraattiioonn
aaggrreeeemmeennttss  aatt  tthhee  ccoonnffeerreennccee..  
LLeeaaddiinngg  mmeeddiiccaall  eexxppeerrttss  ffrroomm  AArrmmeenniiaa  aanndd

RRuussssiiaa  wwiillll  ddiissccuussss  mmootthheerr  aanndd  cchhiilldd  hheeaalltthhccaarree,,
ppuubblliicc  hheeaalltthh  rreeffoorrmmss,,  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  tteecchhnnoollooggiieess,,
ccoommbbaattiinngg  iinnffeeccttiioouuss  ddiisseeaasseess,,  ffiinnaanncciinngg  mmeecchhaa--
nniissmmss,,  aanndd  eettcc..  
AAccccoommppaanniieedd  bbyy  MMiinniisstteerr  AArrmmeenn  MMuurraaddyyaann  tthhee

RRuussssiiaann  ddeelleeggaattiioonn  vviissiitteedd  tthhee  SSttrrookkee  cceenntteerr  aatt
HHeerraattssii  NN  11  cclliinniiccss  ooff  YYeerreevvaann  SSttaattee  MMeeddiiccaall
UUnniivveerrssiittyy..  AA  ddiissccuussssiioonn  ooff  ppeeddiiaattrriicc  hheemmaattoollooggyy
wwaass  hheelldd  aatt  tthhee  uunniivveerrssiittyy  oonn  tthhee  ssaammee  ddaayy..  
TThhee  ccoonnffeerreennccee  wwaass  oorrggaanniizzeedd  bbyy  tthhee  mmiinniissttrriieess

ooff  hheeaalltthhccaarree  ooff  AArrmmeenniiaa  aanndd  RRuussssiiaa  aanndd  tthhee
eemmbbaassssiieess  ooff  tthhee  ttwwoo  ccoouunnttrriieess..
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Correction
The first name of a letter writer in
last week’s issue of the Mirror-
Spectator was written incorrectly.
Harout Diratzouian wrote the let-
ter with the heading “Middle
Eastern Revolutions and Us,”
which appeared on page 15.

Opposition Unites against Government

Microsoft Center
Armenia Gets $1
Million Investment
YEREVAN (Arka)—Microsoft

Innovation Center Armenia has
attracted $1 million of invest-
ment in the last 18 months,
Bagrat Yengibaryan, the head of
the Enterprise Incubator
Foundation (EIF), said last
week.
According to him, in addition

to foreign investments from
Swiss Seedstarst, there are also
Armenian investments from
Granatus Ventures and the
Hovnanian Foundation, which
provide assistance to Armenian
IT companies worldwide.
“We have much to do in this

direction. What is important is
that Armenian start-up compa-
nies could prove they are com-
petitive and interesting for ven-
ture funds and international
investors,” said Yengibaryan.
According to him, Armenia is

entering a new stage of IT devel-
opment by shifting from order
fulfillment and use of cheap
labor force to offering solutions
and products.
“It is also important that

Armenian IT products are
demanded by well-known com-
panies, which also set up their
own research and development
centers here,” he said.
As an example he pointed out

U.S.-based Oracle, which has
acquired an Armenian start-up.
He said the Armenian PicsArt
company is among the 20 best
top IT companies in the world.
Armenia’s IT sector is expand-

ing 20 to 25 percent a year. Its
share of the national GDP is 3.8
percent. Last year, this sector
grew by 22 percent with an
annual turnover of $380 million.
According to a government
designed IT development strate-
gy, this figure is expected to
surge to $1 billion in 4 years.

YEREVAN (Arka) — Armenia is inter-
ested in the preservation and develop-
ment of friendly relations with France,
President Serge Sargisian said on
November 11 when accepting the cre-
dentials of the newly appointed French
ambassador Jean-François Charpentier. 
The president congratulated

Charpentier on his appointment and
expressed hope that he would do his
best to fulfill his diplomatic mission for
the benefit of the two friendly countries
and peoples. Sargisian expressed satis-
faction with the fact that year after year
the special relationship between
Armenia and France has been further
strengthened and deepened. In the
Armenian president’s opinion, this mul-
tidimensional and close relationship is

manifested through active political dia-
logue, strong interstate relations, model
decentralized cooperation and the
intensification of economic relations,
and through collaboration in the cul-
tural field and numerous other realms. 
Charpentier asserted that during

his tenure he would do his best to
worthily continue the previous
ambassador’s work, so highly appreci-
ated by the Armenian president, and
to make the relationship between
Armenia and France more dynamic.
He would try to further enlarge their
cooperation. He was very proud and
honored to assume office in a country
that had an ancient history, a rich
spiritual-cultural heritage and age-old
friendly ties with France. 

President Sargisian Says Armenia Further
Promoting Friendship With France

From left, AUA President Dr. Armen Der Kiureghian, Raffi Hovannisian and Prof.
Richard Hovannisian

AUA Honors Richard Hovannisian for
Donation of Book Collection to Library
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DDeeffeennssee  MMiinniisstteerr
DDiissccuusssseess  CCooooppeerraattiioonn
WWiitthh  NNAATTOO  iinn  BBeellggiiuumm

BBRRUUSSSSEELLSS  ((AArrmmeennpprreessss))  ——  TThhee  MMiinniisstteerr  ooff
DDeeffeennssee  ooff  tthhee  RReeppuubblliicc  ooff  AArrmmeenniiaa  SSeeyyrraann
OOhhaannyyaann  ppaaiidd  aa  wwoorrkkiinngg  vviissiitt  ttoo  BBeellggiiuumm  oonn
NNoovveemmbbeerr  1100..  OOhhaannyyaann  vviissiitteedd  tthhee  ttoowwnn  ooff  MMoonnss,,
wwhheerree  hhee  mmeett  wwiitthh  GGeenneerraall  PPhhiilliipp  MM..  BBrreeeeddlloovvee,,  tthhee
cchhiieeff  ooff  tthhee  SSuupprreemmee  CCoommmmaanndd  ooff  tthhee  NNAATTOO  AAlllliieedd
FFoorrcceess  iinn  EEuurrooppee..
OOnn  tthhee  ssaammee  ddaayy,,  OOhhaannyyaann  hhaadd  aa  mmeeeettiinngg  wwiitthh

NNAATTOO  DDeeppuuttyy  SSeeccrreettaarryy  GGeenneerraall  AAlleexxaannddeerr
VVeerrbbsshhooww  iinn  BBrruusssseellss..  TThhee  ttwwoo  ddiissccuusssseedd  
bbiillaatteerraall  ccooooppeerraattiioonn  aanndd  tthhee  ccuurrrreenntt  cchhaalllleennggeess

ttoo  rreeggiioonnaall  aanndd  iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  sseeccuurriittyy..

TTuurrkkeeyy’’ss  GGrreeeenn  PPaarrttyy
RReeccooggnniizzeess  GGeennoocciiddee

IISSTTAANNBBUULL  ((AArrmmeennpprreessss))  ——  TThhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  GGrreeeenn
PPaarrttyy  rreeccooggnniizzeess  tthhee  AArrmmeenniiaann  GGeennoocciiddee,,  aaccccoorrdd--
iinngg  ttoo  tthhee  mmaaggaazziinnee  NNoouuvveelllleess  dd’’AArrmmeenniiee..  TThhee  ppuubb--
lliiccaattiioonn  rreeppoorrtteedd  tthhaatt  dduurriinngg  aa  pplleennaarryy  sseessssiioonn  tthhaatt
bbrroouugghhtt  ttooggeetthheerr  tthhee  EEuurrooppeeaann  ccoommppoonneennttss  ooff  tthhee
GGrreeeenn  PPaarrttyy  iinn  IIssttaannbbuull  NNoovveemmbbeerr  77  ttoo  99,,  tthhee
ssppookkeessppeerrssoonn  ooff  tthhee  TTuurrkkiisshh  GGrreeeennss  PPaarrttyy  ssaaiidd::
““WWee  rreeccooggnniizzee  uunneeqquuiivvooccaallllyy  tthhee  AArrmmeenniiaann
GGeennoocciiddee..””

PPaalluu’’ss  AArrmmeenniiaann  
CChhuurrcchh  TToo  BBee  RReessttoorreedd

IISSTTAANNBBUULL  ((AArrmmeennpprreessss))  ——  TThhee  aanncciieenntt  HHoollyy
IIlllluummiinnaattoorr  AArrmmeenniiaann  CChhuurrcchh  iinn  TTuurrkkeeyy’’ss  ppaalluu
pprroovviinnccee  wwiillll  bbee  rreessttoorreedd  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  AAggooss  wweeeekkllyy,,
wwhhiicchh  hhaadd  qquuootteedd  tthhee  mmuunniicciippaalliittyy  aanndd  tthhee  hheeaadd  ooff
tthhee  ddeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ffoorr  ffoouunnddaattiioonnss..
AAtt  oonnee  ppooiinntt  mmoorree  tthhaann  55,,000000  AArrmmeenniiaannss  wweerree  lliivv--

iinngg  iinn  tthhee  rreeggiioonn..  TThhee  ffiivvee  cchhuurrcchheess  aanndd  ffoouurr
sscchhoooollss  ooff  tthhee  pprroovviinnccee  wweerree  ggrraadduuaallllyy  ttuurrnneedd  iinnttoo
rruuiinnss  aafftteerr  tthhee  AArrmmeenniiaann  GGeennoocciiddee..  SSttaarrttiinngg  iinn  tthhee
11997700ss,,  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  bbeeccaammee  aa  ttaarrggeett  ooff  llooootteerrss..

EErrddooggaann’’ss  PPaallaaccee  CCoosstt
MMoorree  tthhaann  $$660000  MMiilllliioonn
IISSTTAANNBBUULL  ((TTooddaayy’’ss  ZZaammaann)) ——  RReessppoonnddiinngg  ttoo  qquueess--
ttiioonnss  bbyy  ooppppoossiittiioonn  llaawwmmaakkeerrss  dduurriinngg  bbuuddggeett  ttaallkkss
iinn  PPaarrlliiaammeenntt  llaattee  oonn  MMoonnddaayy,,  TTuurrkkiisshh  FFiinnaannccee
MMiinniisstteerr  MMeehhmmeett  SSiimmsseekk  ssaaiidd  tthhee  nneeww  bbuuiillddiinngg  ccoosstt
11..3377  bbiilllliioonn  TTuurrkkiisshh  lliirraa  (($$661155  mmiilllliioonn))..  
CCoonnssttrruucctteedd  iinnssiiddee  tthhee  AAttaattüürrkk  FFoorreesstt  FFaarrmm

((AAOOÇÇ))  oonn  aann  aarreeaa  ooff  330000,,000000  ssqquuaarree  mmeetteerrss  iinn
AAnnkkaarraa,,  AAkk  SSaarraayy  hhaass  bbeeeenn  aatt  tthhee  cceenntteerr  ooff  ssttrroonngg
ccrriittiicciissmm  ffoorr  bbeeiinngg  oovveerrssiizzeedd  ffoorr  tthhee  pprreessiiddeennttiiaall
ppoosstt,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  ssyymmbboolliicc  iinn  TTuurrkkeeyy..
AAkk  SSaarraayy  mmaayy  eevveenn  bbee  ttoouutteedd  aass  tthhee  wwoorrlldd’’ss

llaarrggeesstt  rreessiiddeennttiiaall  ppaallaaccee..  TThhee  GGuuiinnnneessss  WWoorrlldd
RReeccoorrddss  ccuurrrreennttllyy  lliissttss  tthhee  IIssttaannaa  NNuurruull  IImmaann
ppaallaaccee  ooff  tthhee  ssuullttaann  ooff  BBrruunneeii,,  iinn  BBaannddaarr  SSeerrii
BBeeggaawwaann,,  aass  tthhee  wwoorrlldd’’ss  llaarrggeesstt  rreessiiddeennttiiaall  ppaallaaccee
wwiitthh  220000,,000000  ssqquuaarree  mmeetteerrss  ooff  ff lloooorr  ssppaaccee..
CCoommpplleetteedd  iinn  11998844,,  tthhee  BBrruunneeii  ssuullttaann’’ss  ppaallaaccee  ccoosstt
330000  mmiilllliioonn  ppoouunnddss,,  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  eeqquuiivvaalleenntt  ttoo  $$442222
mmiilllliioonn  aatt  tthhee  ttiimmee,,  oorr  $$997700  mmiilllliioonn  ttooddaayy..
TThhee  wwoorrdd  ““AAkk””  iinn  tthhee  nnaammee  AAkk  SSaarraayy  aallssoo  rreeffeerrss

ttoo  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  tthhee  rruulliinngg  JJuussttiiccee  aanndd  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt
PPaarrttyy  ((AAKK  PPaarrttyy))..
SSiimmsseekk  aallssoo  aannnnoouunncceedd  tthhee  ccoosstt  ooff  tthhee  nneeww  pprreess--

iiddeennttiiaall  jjeett,,  aann  AAiirrbbuuss  AA333300--220000  PPrreessttiiggee,,  dduurriinngg
tthhee  bbuuddggeett  ttaallkkss,,  ssaayyiinngg  tthhee  jjeett  ccoosstt  $$118855  mmiilllliioonn..  
MMeeaannwwhhiillee,,  dduurriinngg  hhiiss  1111  yyeeaarrss  aass  pprriimmee  mmiinniisstteerr,,

EErrddooggaann  mmaaddee  eexxppeennddiittuurreess  ffrroomm  tthhee  ddiissccrreettiioonnaarryy
ffuunndd  tthhaatt  aammoouunntteedd  ttoo  2200..55  ttiimmeess  tthhaatt  ooff  tthhee  pprree--
vviioouuss  tthhrreeee  pprriimmee  mmiinniisstteerrss,,  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  ooppppoossii--
ttiioonn  RReeppuubblliiccaann  PPeeooppllee’’ss  PPaarrttyy  ((CCHHPP))  ddeeppuuttyy  AAllii
SSeerriinnddaagg..
TThhee  ddiissccrreettiioonnaarryy  ffuunndd  iiss  aa  ssppeecciiaall  aallllooccaattiioonn  ffoorr

tthhee  uussee  ooff  tthhee  pprriimmee  mmiinniisstteerr  ttoo  ffiinnaannccee  ccoovveerrtt
ooppeerraattiioonnss  wwiitthh  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  ssttaattee  mmaayy  nnoott  bbee  ddiirreecctt--
llyy  iinnvvoollvveedd..  
AAccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  SSeerriinnddaagg,,  EErrddooggaann  mmaaddee  66..44  bbiilllliioonn

lliirraa  wwoorrtthh  ooff  ddiissccrreettiioonnaarryy  eexxppeennddiittuurreess  dduurriinngg  hhiiss
tteennuurree  aass  pprriimmee  mmiinniisstteerr,,  wwhhiillee  tthhee  tthhrreeee  ffoorrmmeerr
pprriimmee  mmiinniisstteerrss  ——  NNeeccmmeettttiinn  EErrbbaakkaann,,  MMeessuutt
YYiillmmaazz  aanndd  TTaannssuu  ÇÇiilllleerr  ——  ccoolllleeccttiivveellyy  ssppeenntt  oonnllyy
TTLL  331122  mmiilllliioonn  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  aa  1100--yyeeaarr  ppeerriioodd..  
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INTERNATIONAL

BRUSSELS (Guardian) —
“Azerbaijan’s human rights are on a
knife edge,” Council of Europe
Secretary General Thorbjørn Jagland
wrote in an article published by the
Guardian. 
Azerbaijan’s six-month chairmanship

of the Committee of Ministers of the
Council of Europe comes to an end in
November, when it hands over to
Belgium. Like the Eurovision song con-
test in Azerbaijan’s capital Baku in
2012, the chairmanship has been an
opportunity for NGOs and activists to
highlight the country’s numerous
human rights violations. Much less is
reported about how the Council of
Europe itself confronts these viola-
tions.
Earlier this month, the European

court of human rights, which is part of
the Council of Europe, confirmed an

earlier decision ruling that Azerbaijan’s
arrest and detention of Ilgar
Mammadov, a well-known opposition
politician and commentator, violated
the European convention on human
rights.
The judgment was as critical as it was

clear: the court concluded that “the
actual purpose of his detention had
been to silence or punish Mammadov
for criticizing the government and pub-
lishing information it was trying to
hide.”
A request from the authorities to

have the case transferred to the grand
chamber of the court was rejected. The
47 member states of the Council of
Europe are bound by the convention to
implement the court’s decisions, and I
have urged the authorities in
Azerbaijan to release Mammadov with-
out delay. This pivotal judgment under-

scores the deep-rooted systemic prob-
lems in Azerbaijan’s judiciary.
Wrote Jagland, “We have repeatedly

warned Azerbaijan over its poor human
rights record. Earlier this year, the
Council of Europe’s human rights com-
missioner, Nils Muiznieks, issued a
report on the freedom of assembly and
expression in the country, in which he
expresses his serious concern about the
harassment and arrest of journalists.
Muižnieks recently visited prominent
activists including Anar Mammadli and
Leyla Yunus in prison, and called on
Azerbaijan to stop reprisals against
human rights defenders.
“But there are glimmers of hope.

Three weeks ago, Azerbaijan’s
President Ilham Aliyev pardoned some
80 prisoners, among them four human
rights defenders. The move was wel-
comed by the US and the EU.” 

Thorbjørn Jagland: Azerbaijan’s Human
Rights ‘Are on a Knife Edge’

LONDON — The works of Ivan
Aivazovsky and Nicholas Roerich will
be the main lots of the Bonhams auc-
tion taking place in London on
November 26. One of the key lots will
be Aivazovsky’s “Arrival of the
Columbus Flotilla to the American
Coast” (1892), evaluated at 700,000-
900,000 pounds according to the RIA
Novosti press service.
This work of the great Armenian

marine painter is from the series of
the five works devoted to the life of
Columbus and was launched in 1888.
The work is considered to be one of
the most outstanding works of this
series.
In 1892, the celebrated artist Ivan

Aivazovsky embarked on a trip to the
United States for the first and only
time in his life. Invited to represent
fine art at the 1893 World’s
Columbian Exposition in Chicago, the
70-year-old artist embraced the oppor-
tunity to showcase 20 of his finest
paintings. His participation was well
received and ensured the success of
his contribution to the Columbian
Exposition. The present masterpiece
was among the most celebrated works
exhibited at the Exposition. “Arrival
of the Columbus Flotilla to the
American Coast” belongs to a series of
monumental paintings on the life of
Christopher Columbus that
Aivazovsky began as early as 1888. It
is among the grandest and most beau-
tiful of the paintings in the series,
depicting the final and most signifi-
cant stage of Columbus’ challenging
journey to the New World: the
moment at which the flotilla finally
arrived at the shore of America.
Nearly a decade prior to beginning

work on his Columbus series,
Aivazovsky had traveled to Genoa and
Florence to research the explorer’s
discovery of the New World. Taking
note of the master Karl Briullov’s
technique of extensive preparatory
study of the scenery depicted in his
legendary painting “The Last Day of
Pompeii,” the artist closely studied
15th-century ship design, as well as
costumes and weapons from the era
of Columbus, in preparation for his
series of paintings on the subject of
the explorer. It is suggested that even
as Aivazovsky embarked on his trip to
Genoa and Florence in 1879, he was

already dreaming of making a trip to
the United States.
Aivazovsky finally completed five

large-scale paintings on the life of
Christopher Columbus in anticipation
of the opportunity to exhibit them at
the 1893 Columbia Exposition.
“Arrival of the Columbus Flotilla to

the American Coast” is a splendid
example of the artist’s masterful com-
position and skillful rendering of
atmospheric effects. The sky is depict-
ed with remarkable lightness; the airy,
transparent clouds add depth to the
pastel blue expanse, glowing as if lit
from within the center of the canvas.
The light plays off the calm waters of
the ocean, creating a sense of stillness
in contrast to the gentle motion of the
foamy waves crashing on the sandy
coast. To the right, mountainous
forms descend into atmospheric per-
spective past a green stretch of palms,
drawing our eyes to the rocky forma-
tion in the center of the painting. Two
groups of Native Americans pause to
look and point at the approaching
flotilla; two ships, only their outlines
discernible in the distance, stand
anchored while two smaller boats
carry Columbus’ explorers to the
shore of the New World for the first
time.
Aivazovsky achieved the remarkable

lightness and transparency of his
backgrounds by using thin applica-
tions of semi-transparent color wash-
es. Consistent with his technique, the
sky in the “Arrival of the Columbus
Flotilla to the American Coast” is the
most delicately rendered part of the
composition. Working quickly,
Aivazovsky would evenly apply a thin
wash of color over the prepared
ground of the canvas without waiting
for it to dry, in order to seamlessly
blend the colors to create this stun-
ning effect of airiness. In contrast, the
rocky coast is heavy, massive and dark
against the pale water and sky.
The work “Columbus, Encircled by

His Retinue Disembarks at the Shore
in San Salvador Island” (originally the
largest of these monumental works),
was later cut into two parts and sold
as two separate paintings by an inter-
national auction house in 2006 and
2008. When the second part of the
painting was offered at auction, it was
incorrectly given the title “Arrival of

the Columbus Flotilla to the
American Coast.” It is evident that
this title as it appeared on
Aivazovsky’s handwritten list refers
instead to the present painting,
recently discovered in a private
American collection.
At the 1893 Columbian Exposition

in Chicago, “Arrival of the Columbus
Flotilla to the American Coast” was
exhibited at the Russian Pavilion, a
monumental architectural master-
piece in itself. Designed by I. Ropet to
resemble traditional Russian wooden
architecture, it was one of the largest
and most impressive structures at the
Exposition. Occupying nearly an acre
of space, the Pavilion demonstrated a
marvel of traditional carving tech-
nique and the fanciful decorativeness
of Russian architecture. The Official
Directory of the World’s Columbian
Exposition described the Russian con-
tribution to the Fine Arts pavilion as
“what is probably the best collection
of Russian paintings ever shown at a
foreign Exposition.” Aivazovsky’s
paintings were exhibited among the
“great works” of his contemporaries –
Ilya Repin, Henrik Semiradsky and
Konstantin Makovsky (Moses P.
Handy, The Official Directory of the
World’s Columbian Exposition,
Chicago).
In addition to attending the 1893

Columbian Exposition, Aivazovsky
planned to travel around the United
States for approximately five or six
months. On October 13, 1892, he
arrived with his wife in New York, the
first stop on his tour of the United
States. The couple then visited San
Francisco and Washington, DC,
among other cities. Everywhere they
traveled, the artist was greeted with
enthusiasm and great public interest.
Unfortunately, the trip was cut short
and Aivazovsky had to return to
Russia before the Exposition opened.
Nevertheless, the display of
Aivazovsky’s paintings at the
Columbian Exposition became one of
the most successful international
exhibits of his life. The present paint-
ing, with its spacious composition,
nuanced color palette and detailed
scenery brilliantly demonstrates the
remarkable imagination and painterly
talent of the celebrated Russian mas-
ter.

London Firm Bonhams to
Auction Aivazovsky’s Works
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Community News

Zarminé Boghosian
Receives St. Sahag-

St. Mesrob Medal of Honor
OAKLAND GARDENS, N.Y. — On Friday, October 24, under the auspices of

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate of the Eastern Diocese of the Armenian
Church of America, the Holy Martyrs Armenian Day School (HMADS) Board host-
ed a tribute banquet at the North Hempstead Country Club honoring the remark-
able career and years of service of Zarminé Boghosian, intellectual, educator, com-
munity leader and longstanding principal of HMADS. On this occasion, Boghosian
was awarded the St. Sahag-St. Mesrob Medal of Honor and Encyclical bestowed by
the order of Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians.
Present were Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate of the Diocese of the

Armenian Church of America (Eastern), Ambassador Zohrab Mnatsakanyan, per-
manent representative of the Republic of Armenia to the United Nations, members
of the clergy, benefactors, school board members, colleagues, former educators at
HMADS, past and present parents, alumni and friends. Among the family members
were the honoree’s 91-year-old mother, Diramayr Zabell Kalayjian, and eldest
brother Fr. Vertanes Kalayjian.
The evening commenced as a tribute to Boghosian, led by HMADS alumna (’88)

Natalie Gabrelian, Mistress of Ceremonies. Rev. Abraham Malkhasyan, pastor of the
Armenian Church of the Holy Martyrs, delivered the opening prayer, followed by
remarks and a toast from Nurhan Adarian and Arek Nisanyan, co-chairs of the tribute
banquet committee, Elizabeth Keusey, member of the HMADS board and education
committee, and Dr. Herand Markarian, playwright, director, actor and community
leader. The evening included the performance of a moving rendition of Cilicia per-
formed by HMADS alumna (’87) Hooshere Bezdikian Kaligian, as well as other
poignant musical selections dedicated to educators performed by Anahid Boghossian,
the school’s music instructor. HMADS alumna (’89) Seta Tavitian Megherian narrat-
ed a slideshow exhibiting many of the milestones in Boghosian’s career and personal
life. Additional speakers, including son Ara Boghosian, added their own personal anec-
dotes illustrating Boghosian’s contributions to the school and community, each rep-
resenting one of the many aspects of her full career and life.
In appreciation of her virtues, a silver plate engraved in Armenian with the

HMADS logo was presented to her by School Board co-chairs Arpi Candan and
Edouard Garabedian. The tributes culminated in the presentation of the St. Sahag-
St. Mesrob Medal of Honor and Encyclical bestowed by the order of His Holiness
Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians, and awarded by
Archbishop Barsamian. The Encyclical was read by Malkhasyan, after which
Boghosian offered words of thanks to all present. The evening concluded with
heartfelt remarks and a closing prayer delivered by Kalayjian, pastor emeritus of
St. Mary Armenian Apostolic Church.
A native of Aleppo, Syria, Boghosian relocated to the US in 1978, with her hus-

band Missak and two sons, Ara and Garen. She began her teaching career in 1965-66
at the Guertassiratz Elementary School of Aleppo, upon her graduation from the
AGBU Lazar Najarian Calouste Gulbenkian High School. Once in the US, Boghosian
furthered her education and received her bachelor’s degree in elementary education
and administration. She has taught at various institutions and served the Armenian
community in various capacities, including as a guest speaker and program coordi-
nator for the Armenian Radio Hour of New Jersey. She has also served as a member
of various cultural committees and an MC for special events.
Boghosian served as the principal of HMADS for 14 years, from 1987 through

2001 following the leadership of the late Sara Dadourian and Mae Kazanjian. After
five years of semi-retirement, she was invited to return and continue her role as
HMADS principal, a position she has held until this day.

see MEDAL, page 5

AGBU Scouts
Conclude
Summer
Programs
LOS ANGELES — Summer 2014 proved to be

an eventful season for AGBU Scouts from
California to Armenia, where over 300 young
Armenians learned valuable skills that will serve
them well as they grow.
For a full week, more than 100 AGBU

scouts ages 6 to 17 took part in the Glendale-
Pasadena Scouting Program. Together, they
enjoyed hiking, swimming, learning about their
Armenian heritage and putting to use the lead-
ership and scouting skills they had developed
throughout the year.
Twenty energetic former scouts and scout

leaders were present not just as supervisors, but
as mentors prepared to pass down the scout-
ing traditions that shaped their childhoods.
With a new total of 26 leaders, the program set
a new record for itself. The advancement cere-
mony took place during the troop’s annual
camping trip at Camp Nawakawa in Angelus
Oaks.
Each and every scout received badges and

ranks for reaching their scouting goals. Katrina
Gumushian,17, received the Girl Scout Gold
Award, the highest honor in girl scouting.
During the rest of the year, the Glendale-
Pasadena Scouts includes 150 youth and meets
weekly at the local AGBU Vatche and Tamar
Manoukian Center, where they organize various
community service, educational and pioneering
excursions.
Further north in California, the AYA San

Fernando Valley Scouts was also holding a pro-
gram designed to instill pride in Armenian
youth. This year, a Boy Scouts Court of Honor

promoted six young men to Eagle rank-the high-
est Boy Scoutrecognition: Shant Andrikian, Jojo
Armani, Shahe Cooper, Andrew Isagulyan, Aren
Rostamian and Eric Vartanian. More than 150
attendees attended the ceremony, including rep-
resentatives from the local Boy Scouts of
America council.
The troop also held its annual camping trip

with the participation of 50 youth ages 7 to 23
from all scouting ranks. The scouts participated
in hiking, swimming and handcraft activities as
well as wilderness survival.
During the highlight of the trip — the bonfire

night — more than 120 parents and supporters
enjoyed creative skits performed by the campers
and witnessed the awarding of merit badges and
ranks to scouts who worked hard all year long.
The evening’s special guest was Western
District Committee chair Krekor Karaguezian,
himself a former AGBU scout; he was bestowed
with the title of honorary leader within the AYA
San Fernando Valley Scouts. Established in
1985, the troop currently includes 70 boy and
girl scouts ranging in age from 5 to 23.
In Armenia’s Lori region, a similar scouting

fun was had at Antranik Scout Camp, where
over 220 AGBU boy and girl scouts from every
rank gathered this year for the seventh consec

see SCOUTS, page 5

Archbishop Hovnan
Derderian Scholarship
Fund Raises Money for
Young Students
LOS ANGELES — The Archbishop Hovnan

Derderian Scholarship Fund Committee, under
the auspices of Archbishop Hovnan Derderian,
announces that this year’s Annual Fundraising
Dinner, held at Cicada Los Angeles on May 30,
with more than 200 people in attendance raised
awareness for assistance in scholarship and
financial aid to Armenian students attending
Armenian schools. This year, nearly $50,000
was raised.

“The Scholarship Fund is the noblest mis-
sion of the Western Diocese as it aims to secure
the continuation of our youth in Armenian
Schools,” said Derderian.
During the course of the evening, four

Armenian schools including Alfred and
Marguerite Hovsepian School, the Armenian
General Benevolent Union (AGBU) Vatche and
Tamar Manoukian High School, AGBU
Manoogian-Demirdjian School and the Tekeyan
Cultural Association (TCA) Arshag Dickranian
School were presented with $5,000 checks for
financial assistance.
“We are extremely pleased that the

Archbishop Hovnan Derderian Scholarship
Fund has received such positive response,” said
Alice Chakrian, chair of the Committee.
“Parents and the community realize that there
is a need to fulfill unmet financial obligations of
students who wish to pursue an education in
our Armenian schools.”
The Hovnan Derderian Scholarship Fund

was established on the conviction that each and
every Armenian student is entitled to an
Armenian education within an Armenian
school. The Fund is dedicated to helping
Armenian students in financial need who
intend to continue their studies in an Armenian
school through a scholarship and financial
assistance program.
The fund’s goal is to assist deserving students

within the community to achieve their educa-
tional goals, an objective which has the added
benefit of bettering the community at large and
developing leaders who are committed to serv-
ing both their church and their people.
Among the programs are:
• Tuition Assistance: The fund offers need-

based aid to students intending to continue
their education in an Armenian School on the
basis of their merit and involvement both in the
Armenian community and the Armenian
Church, who are US citizens of Armenian
descent, in good academic standing, with proof
of financial need.
The selection process of the scholarship

recipients is undertaken by the Board of
Trustees of each respective school.
• Essay Competition: The fund offers out-

right non-need based monetary gifts to stu-
dents enrolled in an Armenian school who com-
pete in an essay writing contest. The essay com-
petition is reserved solely for 8th-grade stu-
dents. The essay questions presented are appro-
priate and based on Christian principles and
values.
• High School Senior Graduation Gifts: The

fund offers outright non-need based monetary
gifts to high school seniors graduating from an
Armenian school, who demonstrate exemplary
service in the life of the Armenian community,
with specific interest, dedication and volunteer
work in the Armenian Church, exemplary moral
characteristics and adherence to Christian val-
ues.
The Archbishop Hovnan Derderian

Scholarship Fund Committee members are
preparing for their third annual Scholarship
Fundraising Dinner which will take place
Saturday, March 7, 2015 at a celebration at
Carousel Restaurant, Glendale. The event will
feature Mario Reyes of the Gipsy Kings and the
Gipsy Kings Tribute Band.
For information, contact Alice Chakrian at

alicechakrian@gmail.com.

Primate presents the Gontag and St. Sahag-St. Mesrob Medal to Boghosian.

AYA San Fernando Valley’s Boy Scouts promot-
ed six young men to the rank of Eagle Scout.
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Aram Arkun Appointed Tekeyan
Cultural Association Executive Director
ARKUN, from page 1
professor at New York University and other posts. In addition to English, Arkun reads
Armenian (classical and modern), French, Turkish (Ottoman and modern), and some Persian,
Russian, German and Arabic.
“We are glad and fortunate to be able to appoint such a talent to fill our vacant post of

executive director in Watertown and we are looking forward to work with Mr. Arkun to ful-
fill and advance our cultural and educational programs in the United States, Canada and
Armenia,” said Dr. Haroutiun Arzoumanian, president of the TCA Central Board of Directors.
Arkun himself also expressed his happiness at his new position. “The work the Tekeyan

Cultural Association carries out in the promotion of Armenian culture is significant.
Organizations like Tekeyan are especially necessary in the diaspora to provide a gathering
place and forum for writers, readers, and all those interested in Armenian creative expres-
sion. I hope to be able to help the organization expand its cultural activities and to contin-
ue its fine tradition of supporting Armenian schools. I also am very happy to be able to con-
tribute to the Armenian Mirror-Spectator,” he said. “I look forward to working with Tekeyan
members and others in the Armenian community, and hearing their ideas about future activ-
ities.”
The Tekeyan Cultural Association, Inc. is a non-profit and tax-exempt cultural and educa-

tional organization founded in 1969 in Massachusetts. It has many chapters throughout the
United States and Canada, owns the Arshag Dickranian Day school in Los Angeles,
California, Cultural Centers in Altadena, California, and Montreal, Canada, as well as rented
facilities as cultural centers in Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey, and Toronto, Canada. The asso-
ciation publishes the trilingual weekly newspaper Abaka in Montreal, sponsors teachers in
five TCA schools in Armenia and Karabagh through its “Sponsor a Teacher” program and
publishes many literary books in Armenian and in English.

–TCA Central Board of Directors

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
for

Students of Armenian Descent
Having Completed One Year of College by June, 2015

Applications and other information may be obtained from

ARMENIAN STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION
Scholarship Committee

333 Atlantic Avenue • Warwick, RI 02888
Tel. 401 461-6114 • Fax 401 461-6112

e-mail: headasa@aol.com website: www.asainc.org

Deadline for returning completed Applications: March 15, 2015

MEDAL, from page 4
What began as the small Hye-Bardez Nursery

School in 1967 has developed into an award-
winning elementary school in the New York
area with Boghosian at the helm. As principal,
she has encouraged learning outside the class-
room through the participation of guest speak-
ers, instituted Heritage Week and the HMADS
Science Fair, which have continued on to
become HMADS traditions, to name only a few.

While there is no way to condense the hon-
oree’s entire career and years of service into a
few hours, the tribute was a true testament to
the significant impact Zarminé Boghosian has
made to the Armenian community and to the
development of HMADS into the institution
that it has become today.

— Nyieri Nazarian Vosbikian
(HMADS Class of ’89)

Zarminé Boghosian, surrounded with family members including her mother Diramayr Zabell and
brother, Fr. Vertanes Kalayjian

Zarminé Boghosian Receives Medal of Honor

WATERTOWN — On Monday, December 1,
Chris Nishan Garabedian, president, CEO and
member of the board of directors of Sarepta
Therapeutics will be the at the dinner meeting of
St. James Armenian Church Men’s Club. The
topic will be “The Age of Genetic-Based Medicine
is Here, From Muscular Dystophy to Ebola.”
Garabedian has been a member of the board

of directors of Sarepta Therapeutics since June
2010 and President and Chief Executive Officer
since January 2011. Garabedian served as vice
president of Corporate Strategy for Celgene
Corporation, a publicly-traded integrated global
biopharmaceutical company, from July 2007 to
December 2010, where he was responsible for
assessing all potential business development
transactions.
From November 2005 to June 2007,

Garabedian served as an independent consul-
tant to early-stage biopharmaceutical compa-
nies. From 1997 to 1998 and from 1999 to
November 2005, Garabedian worked at Gilead
Sciences, Inc., a publicly-traded biopharmaceu-
tical company, where he served in a number of

global leadership roles, including as Vice
President of Corporate Development, Vice
President of Marketing, and Vice President of
Medical Affairs. While at Gilead Sciences,
Garabedian’s responsibilities included manag-
ing corporate development initiatives, including
portfolio review and planning, mergers and
acquisitions and in-licensing activities, and lead-
ing four global product launches. Garabedian
also held various commercial roles at COR
Therapeutics, Inc. from 1998 to 1999 and at
Abbott Laboratories from 1994 to 1997.
He started his biopharmaceutical career as a

consultant with Migliara/Kaplan Associates
from 1991 to 1994. Garabedian received his BS
in marketing from the University of Maryland.
The social hour starts with mezza at 6:15

p.m., followed by a traditional Armenian dinner
at 7 p.m., $14 per person. The dinner meeting
will be at the St. James Armenian Church,
Charles Mosesian Cultural and Youth Center,
Keljik Hall, 465 Mount Auburn St.
The program is open to the public and

women are welcome.

Chris Garabedian to Discuss Genetic
Medicines at St. James Men’s Club

SCOUTS, from page 4
utive year. Youth from AGBU chapters in
Lebanon, Syria (Aleppo, Damascus and
Kamishli, as well as Syrian Armenians current-
ly seeking refuge in Armenia) and the United
Arab Emirates joined their peers from Yerevan.
Also participating was the AGBU-associat-
ed scouting group, Hayartoun Youth
Organization from Tbilisi.
The scouts engaged in a host of activities:

morning exercises, hiking, skill-building, compe-
titions, sightseeing and more, all of which cre-
ated strong ties among AGBU scouts every-
where. But just being on Armenian soil was par-
ticularly special to many of the scouts. This was
true for Avedis-Nareg Dakessian, a 16-year-old
boy scout from Beirut: “When we arrived at the
campsite, I was overcome with happiness and

pride. The power of the land had such a great
effect on me. The experience of being on a
campsite in Armenia is different, especially on
the beautiful fields in Lori. Those fourteen won-
derful days went by so quickly and made an
indelible impression on my heart and soul. They
gave me a reason to come back to Armenia
again and again!”
As always, the culmination of each session

was the traditional bonfire, which attracted 450

family members and supporters. Audiences
applauded heartily during the scouting skits
and cultural songs and dances prepared by all
the scouts. The campgrounds are not only open
for the annual camp; the Yerevan scouts often
organize retreats and special weekends to take
advantage of the picturesque location and rein-
force every scout’s passion for adventure.

Scouts at the AGBU Antranik Scout Camp end the session with a celebratory bonfire
.

AGBU Scouts Conclude Summer Programs in Los Angeles

The Glendale-Pasadena Scouting Program includes over 150 youth.
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558 MOUNT AUBURN STREET
WATERTOWN, MA 02472

Telephone (617) 924-7400

Aram Bedrosian
Funeral Home, Inc.

Continuous Service By The Bedrosian Family Since 1945
MARION BEDROSIAN

PAUL BEDROSIAN
LARRY BEDROSIAN

Giragosian
F U N E R A L H O M E

James “Jack” Giragosian, CPC
Mark J. Giragosian

Funeral Counselors
576 Mt. Auburn Street, Watertown, MA 02472, TEL: 617-924—0606

www.giragosianfuneralhome.com

Edward D. Jamakordzian, Jr. d/b/a

Edward D. Jamie, Jr.
Funeral Chapel

Serving the entire Armenian Community
Any Hour • Any Distance • Any Location
Call (718) 224-2390 Toll Free (888) 224-6088

Bus. Reg. 189-06 Liberty Ave., Hollis, NY 11412
Consultation Office: 217-04 Northern Blvd., (Suite 23), Bayside,NY 11361

Nardolillo Funeral Home
Est. 1906

John K. Najarian, Jr.
Rhode Island’s Only Licensed Armenian Funeral Director

1278 Park Ave. Cranston, RI 02910 (401) 942-1220
1111 Boston Neck Rd. Narragansett, RI 02882 (401) 789-6300

www.nardolillo.com

By Deacon Charles
Kherdian Hardy

CHICAGO — Heghnar (Helen) Kherdian
Paloian was one of the few survivors left of
that generation of Armenians who lived
through the Genocide of 1915. She was born
in 1906 in the village of Khulakugh located in
the Western Armenian province of Kharpert.
Her parents, Kevork and Mariam Kherdian,
died when she was a young child. At the age
of 108, she was her family’s last link to the
past.
Her funeral took place October 28 at the St.

Gregory the Illuminator Armenian Church.
Presiding was her pastor, the Very Rev. Aren
Jebejian. Participating clergy were Fathers
Yeprem Kelegian, Hovhan Khoja-Eynatyan,
Tavit Boyajian and the pastor of the Armenian
Evangelical Church, the Rev. Jeremy
Tovmassian.
A message from Archbishop Khajag

Barsamian, Primate of the Eastern Diocese,
was read by Boyajian. The Primate reflected
upon the deep faith and trust which enabled
Paloian to survive the horrors she experi-
enced.
Jebejian, in a very moving eulogy, stressed

the impact of her suffering. “Imagine the
hopes and dreams of a young girl, and in one
flash of a moment, it was gone. It not only dis-
appeared but was taken away in a tragic way
with death, killing and with murder. Anyone
who witnesses that would be forever changed.
And yet she endured.”
Several years ago, while visiting our family

in Racine, Wis., I asked her to tell me every-
thing she could remember about her life in her
native Kharpert. Paloian never knew her par-
ents. Aunts and uncles took care of her until
they were driven into exile. She remembered
the day Turkish soldiers entered their village
and forced most of its inhabitants to leave.
Two of her brothers were drafted into the
Turkish army and were never heard from
again. A third brother eventually made his
way to America but mysteriously disappeared.
All that she had left was her sister-in-law Osgee
and son Mihran. A short time later, Osgee
became seriously ill and died in a makeshift
facility in Mezre, the city located at the foot of
Kharpert City. That left her with one relative,
her nephew Mihran.
They had no home. The Turks had

destroyed most of the buildings in their vil-
lage. Left alone and hungry, without food and
shelter, Heghnar and Mihran had to fend for
themselves. One night, exhausted and hungry,
they fell asleep in front of a Turk’s home.
When the owner found them the next morn-
ing, he angrily kicked them away.
To alleviate their hunger, they went into

nearby gardens and secretly gathered fruits
and vegetables. They often slept outdoors hav-

ing nothing to cover themselves with on bitter
cold winter nights. There were times they even
had to sleep among the dead to avoid the
same fate. Depressed, Mihran ran away. His
body was found later on the outskirts of the
village. He, too, had been killed.
One day, Heghnar found a poor Armenian

blind man in Kharpert City who had a place to
live but nothing to eat. He would send her to
knock on the doors of Turkish homes to beg
for food in exchange for shelter, but usually
she returned empty-handed. There was a kind
woman who did open her door to give her a
bowl of soup which she took to the blind man.
Watching him eat, she too was hungry and
took a spoonful thinking that the blind man
would not know. Accidentally, the spoon fell
from her hand. Hearing the sound, the man
went into a rage. Frightened, Heghnar fled to
find refuge elsewhere.
In 1999, during my first pilgrimage to

Western Armenia, I visited my family’s village
of Khulakugh. There I found the three springs
she used to mention and also our family
orchard of Karatsor which was next to the vil-
lage. Adjacent to it is the 10th century
monastery of Khulavank which was built in
943 A.D. by the Armenian King Abas. During
the Genocide, the orphans of Kharpert were
kept there for a time before being taken to
Mezre. When I returned home, I showed my
aunt the video. She remembered the time she
leaned against the surviving pillars of the
monastery waiting for food.
Heghnar’s life was not just a story of pain

and suffering. It was also one of survival nur-
tured by her deep faith in God which gave her
strength and hope for the future and the will
to live. In the words of the Apostle Paul, she
“fought the good fight” determined to over-
come the adversities of life.
Heghnar’s first cousin, my father, Hagop

Kherdian Hardy, was a disabled World War I
veteran who came to America in 1913. He had
become gravely ill due to war injuries and was
sent to a veteran’s hospital in Johnson City,
Tenn. His relatives in Racine were notified of
his condition and the next day rushed to see
him.
Upon their arrival, they were told that the

doctors did not expect Hagop to live. When
they entered his room, they were surprised to
find him awake and smiling. Hagop told them
about a dream he had the previous night. His
Aunt Mariam, Heghnar’s mother, was with him
in their family orchard of Karatsor. She
showed him the last rose in the garden and
told him to pick it and take it with him.
One of his relatives had brought to the hos-

pital a copy of the Hairenik daily. In it were
the names of Armenian orphans who were
being kept in Corinth, Greece. There in the list
was the name, Heghnar Kherdian.
Hagop now understood his dream. The rose

was Heghnar, the daughter of his Uncle
Kevork. He vowed that if he recovered, he

would journey to Corinth and take her out of
the orphanage and bring her to America.
Upon his release from the hospital, Hagop

made the necessary travel arrangements and
sailed to Greece. He arrived at the orphanage
and explained to the authorities that Heghnar
was his long lost sister. He had come to get
permission to take her to the United States.
Convinced that he was her brother, they
entrusted her to his care.
Before they could enter America, they first

had to go to Cuba to wait for the necessary
legal work to be completed. The orphanage
administrator, Edma Cushman, had told
Hagop that the easiest way to get her to the
United States was to find an American citizen
to marry.
In 1927, Heghnar’s Uncle Hovhannes from

Racine came to Havana with an Armenian
man from Chicago who had agreed to marry
her. The marriage would be annulled once she
arrived in America. His name was Zadig
Paloian, a native of the village of Todorag,
Sepasdia, in Western Armenia. They were mar-
ried that year in a civil ceremony. Zadig and
Hovhannes returned home, but Heghnar and
Hagop had to wait another year before they
were able to leave Cuba.
Finally arriving in the United States, they

settled at their uncle’s home. A short time
later, Zadig came to Racine and told the rela-
tives that he wanted to have a lifelong mar-
riage with Heghnar. They left the decision to
her and she accepted his proposal. An
Armenian clergyman was found and brought
to the Kherdian home where the ceremony
took place in the presence of relatives and
friends from both of their native villages.
Zadig and Heghnar made Chicago their

home. They had four children and eight grand-

children. Two daughters, Sima and Mariam,
and her grandson, John Ajemian, are now
deceased. Surviving are her daughter, Lucille
Paloian Ajemian, and a son, Matthew Paloian.
Her seven grandchildren, Jeri Lyn, Maryanne
and Robert Ajemian, Michelle Rudden and
Jennifer Anderson, and four great-grandchil-
dren, Catherine and Nicholas Rudden and
Julia and Matthew Anderson, brought her
much happiness.
Before leaving Greece, her Armenian school

teacher, Mr. Bangian, said to her, “Heghnar,
never lose faith in God. Wherever you go,
never forget that you are an Armenian.
Cherish your heritage.” She never forgot those
words, despite all the hardships, sorrow, and
suffering she experienced.
Heghnar Kherdian Paloian’s life is a living

testimony of what it means to be a genuine
Armenian, true to her Christian faith and eth-
nicity. She was a source of inspiration.
We thank God for all the years she was with

us. May she rest in peace.

Heghnar Kherdian Paloian
Genocide Survivor at 108

Heghnar Kherdian Paolian with the Very Rev. Aren Jebejian

SSeeeekkiinngg  AAddvveerr tt iissiinngg
RReepprreesseennttaatt iivvee

The Armenian Mirror-Spectator is
seeking a part-time advertising sales
representative, starting immediately.
Salary will be based on commission

only. Hours are flexible.
If interested in the position, contact

Hasmik Saroyan at 617-924-4420 or
email resume and contact information to
mirrorads75@gmail.com



NEW YORK — The Armenian-American com-
munity lost a dedicated, energetic member on
October 27, at age 92.
Mary Voskeritchian Toumayan died of com-

plications after cardiac surgery in New York
City. To the end of a vibrant life, she promoted
the causes she tirelessly and passionately advo-
cated in the Armenian and international com-
munities: human rights; the rights and advance-
ment of women and children; aging, among oth-
ers. To quote her: “We have to give something
of ourselves or our rewards will be incomplete.” 
Toumayan was born in Beirut, Lebanon to

Genocide survivors, Artin Jacob and Askanoush
Voskeritchian, who instilled in her the values of
her heritage and exposed her to the arts, and

love of nature. Immigrating to the US in 1946,
she easily bridged the old country culture to
the new one. 
As wife of the late Samuel H. Toumayan (son

of Rev. Haroutune Toumayan of Boston), pub-
lisher and editor of Nor Ashkar/The New
World, she helped establish and managed the
weekly bi-lingual newspaper. She was exposed
to the issues of the Armenians here and over-
seas through her husband’s involvement in the
community.
She, herself, became active as a founder of

the Women’s Guild, even before Holy Martyrs
of Bayside was consecrated. She vice-chaired
the Long Island Ladies Auxiliary. She also
served on the executive board of the Daughters

of Vartan who honored her, with others, for 50
years of service in 2007. She served on the
Board of Directors of the Armenian Home for
the Aged in Flushing. She chaired its Health
and Welfare Committee and was active in the
Family Council. 
Speaking five languages, Toumayan launched

her first career as administrative assistant to
the ambassador of Cambodia to the United
Nations (UN) until Prince Sihanouk was
deposed. She, then, started her tenure at the
United Nations, first in the Office of the Food
and Agriculture Organization and then,
UNICEF until retirement.
After that, Toumayan dedicated herself as a

volunteer on many UN NGO (Non Government
Organization) Committees to learn about and
address world-wide social issues.
She was vice-chair of UNIFEM (Fund for

Women), officer on the NGO Committee on
Aging. She served actively on the NGO
Committees of the Status of Women, the Right
of the Child, Migration and Multi-Generational
Relationships. Starting in 1995, Toumayan,
served tirelessly as the accredited, main repre-
sentative, of the NGO AIWA (Armenian
International Women’s Association). She suc-
cessfully fostered AIWA’s recognition in the
community of NGOs and the UN through con-
fidence-building and commitment.
She represented AIWA in several NGO focal

points of worldwide preparations for United
Nations annual international conferences. In
2011, NJ AIWA honored her at a luncheon.
The time she gave to her volunteer work kept

her from returning to a number of her earlier

interests such as painting. 
A graduate of the Catan-Rose Institute of

Fine Arts, she won prizes for her paintings from
the ASA and UN Fund Raising exhibits. 
She was a devoted daughter, sister, wife,

mother and mother-in-law. Her brothers, Dr.
Azad Vosger and Berge Voskeritchian pre-
deceased her. She is survived by her daughter,
Tiana Toumayan Smilow, son-in-law Stanford
Smilow and her two adored cats.
Donations in memorium may be made to the

Armenian Home for the Aged, Flushing, NY, or
the Armenian Day School of the Church of the
Holy Martyrs, Bayside, NY.

BROCKTON, Mass. — Rita (Basmajian)
Kechejian of Brockton, died on November 5, at
Beth Israel Deaconess Hospital Milto,n follow-
ing a short illness. She was preceded in death
by her husband, Dr. Nishan J. Kechejian, whom
she had married on January 31, 1958. 
Born in Watertown, daughter of the late

Charles and Vergin Boujicanian Basmajian, she
was a graduate of Watertown High School and
Boston University. She was a parishioner first at
the First Armenian Church in Belmont and
later, Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church
in Cambridge. 
Her community engagements included the

Republican State Committee and local
Republican City Committee, several Armenian
historical and cultural organizations and
Thorney Lea Country Club. Recently, she was
recognized for her contribution to the
Armenian Heritage Park at the Rose Kennedy
Greenway in Boston. Throughout her life she
enjoyed fierce challenges on the tennis court

and quiet time in
her flourishing
garden. Her
home was
brimmed with
delicacies beyond
measure. When
not local, she
relaxed in the
seas of St.
Maarten, on the
shores of Cape
Code and in the
wilderness of
Maine. She
brought her fami-
ly on journeys around the world spanning from
the Cathedral in Echmiadzin, to the Parthenon
in Athens, the Blue Mosque of Istanbul, the
Vatican in Rome, the Ramblas in Barcelona,
and to the very site of Jesus’ birth. Whether
sailing the Riviera or braving the Alaskan Gulf,
she always sought adventure.
Above all, she will be remembered for her

true devotion to her husband, children and
grandchildren. With an unwavering faith in
God, she lived her life with indescribable joy
and great fun.
She is preceded in death, and is now reunit-

ed with, her beloved son, Mark, her great love,
Nishan, her brother, Diran Basmajian, and her
loyal friend, Louise Boyajian. Her spirit lives on
in her six children, Dr. Gregory Kechejian
(Kathleen) of Milton, Steven Kechejian (Linda)
of Arlington, Drs. Peter Kechejian (Joanne) of
Fort Salonga, NY, John Kechejian of Dallas,
Texas, Paul Kechejian, Brockton, Ruth
Lenahan (Timothy) of Scranton, Penn.; the 11
grandchildren she cherished: Elizabeth, Peter,
Sarah, Katharine, Anahis, Caroline, Emma,
Antranig, Christine, Grace and Rebecca; sister-
in-law, Judy Basmajian, brother-in-law, Dr.
Sarkis Kechejian and many nieces and
nephews. 
Deep and sincere gratitude is extended to the

staff at the Beth Israel Deaconess Hospital
Milton for their extraordinary medical care and
empathy.
Funeral services were held Monday,

November 10 at Holy Trinity Armenian
Apostolic Church, 145 Brattle St., Cambridge.
Interment was in Mt. Auburn Cemetery,
Cambridge. 
Memorial contributions may be made to Holy

Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church or the Beth
Israel Deaconess Hospital Milton, 199
Reedsdale Rd., Milton, MA 02186.  
Arrangements were made by the Giragosian

Funeral Home, 576 Mt. Auburn St., Watertown.
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VANCOUVER, Canada — Krikor Mandossian,
passed away on November 7 at the age of 91.
Funeral services were held at St. Vartan
Armenian Apostolic Church on November 14
and the internment followed at Victory
Memorial Park.
Born in Jerusalem in 1923, he moved to

Canada in the late 1960s, when the Armenian
community there consisted of about 100 mem-
bers. His mission was to enrich the community
for future generations. He worked hard to bring
community members together. He used to hold
gatherings at his home and teach members the
values of being an Armenian and the responsi-
bilities that went along with it. Together with
other members of the community, he estab-
lished St. Vartan Armenian Apostolic Church. 
Later, he founded the Armenian Cultural

Association of Vancouver in order to organize
community events and Armenian Cultural func-
tions. 
He established the Vancouver Ramgavar

Sardarabad Chapter and was the chairperson
for many decades. He was indeed a mentor and
a teacher. He taught the members how to be
good political party members as well as good
Armenians. He used to say, “Armenia belongs to
us and we will support Armenia in every possi-
ble way.”
In addition, he founded the Tekeyan

Armenian Cultural Association of Vancouver. 
Mandossian was a great and well-known

leader with international connections. He had
met with political leaders such as Archbishop
Makarios, the president of Cyprus and the com-
poser Aram Khatchaturian.
Mandossian was a leader, teacher and above

all a patriotic Armenian who was a founding
member and pillar of the Vancouver Armenian

community. The last picture taken of him was
taken in front of the Armenian Genocide
Monument in Vancouver in 2014. This was a
dream come true for him. 
(The staff of the Mirror-Spectator expresses

their condolences to Mr. and Mrs. George
Mandossian, Chairman of the TCA Arshag
Dickranian Day School of California and his
family members for the passing of his brother.)

Rita (Basmajian) Kechejian

Rita (Basmajian) Kechejian

Mary V. Toumayan

Mary V. Toumayan

Krikor Mandossian

Krikor Mandossian

Since its inception in 2001, TCA’s ‘Sponsor 
a Teacher’ program has raised over $563,000
and reached out to 4,440 teachers and 
school workers in Armenia and Karabagh.

� Yes, I want to sponsor teachers in Armenia and Karabagh to continue
helping them to educate the children, our future leaders. I would like to have
the teacher’s name and address.

� $160 � $ 320 � $ 480 � other $—————————

Name
Address
City State            Zip code
Tel: 

Make check payable to: Tekeyan Cultural Association –  Memo: Sponsor a Teacher 2014
Mail your check with this form to: 

TCA Sponsor a Teacher
5326 Valverde, Houston, TX 77056

Sponsor a Teacher in Armenia and Karabagh 2014

Your donation is Tax Deductible.

�
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GLENDALE, from page 1
a symbol of justice; a symbol to adhere to his-
tory and culture; a symbol of an important mon-
ument which will invite us all to embrace hero-
ism in our lives.”
Western Prelate Archbishop Moushegh

Mardirosian was out of the country on official
church business but sent a message expressing
his support. The Prelate’s message states, “All
of these objectives and more, will be achieved
by the synergy of the placement of a museum,
next to the Civic Auditorium and the Glendale
Community College, which, will benefit all three
establishments, as well as the surrounding
neighborhoods and the City of Glendale as a
whole.”
Each Council member expressed support for

the project and willingness to work with the
AGCC during this critical phase of exploring
the feasibility of building the museum, cultur-

al/educational center, and memorial on this
site within the next few years.
Approximately 3,000 sq. ft. of this 1.7 acre

property had already been reserved for the con-
struction of a monument to the victims of the
Armenian Genocide and man’s inhumanity to
man. City Mayor Zareh Sinanyan informed the
audience that he was pleased to have received
the communication from the Armenian
Genocide Memorial Council of Glendale
expressing their willingness to join the efforts
of the AGCC and to have the area reserved for
the monument included in the ground lease
negotiations.
The report presented to the City Council by

City Manager Scott Ochoa and Director of
Economic Development Philip Lanzafame
states that the museum and education center is
scheduled to include exhibit galleries, a theater,
research space, classrooms, an outdoor

plaza,and a memorial.
In his remarks, Lanzafame stated, “The ele-

ments and size of the proposed museum and
education center will be further defined by the
research, discussions, and reports that would
occur during the term of the exclusive negoti-
ating period.”
Although the term of the exclusive negotiat-

ing period is 12 months, the AGCC spokesper-
sons expressed their desire to make sufficient
progress by April 2015 to unveil the conceptual
design for the museum complex and construct
an interim memorial on the site by the 100th
anniversary of the Armenian Genocide.
The Armenian Genocide Centennial

Committee of Western US helps oversee, coor-
dinate and organize events and activities to
observe the 100th anniversary of the Armenian
Genocide in the region.
The representatives of the following organi-

zations and institutions serve on the Armenian
Genocide Centennial Committee – Western
USA: 
Armenia Fund – Western Region USA;

Armenian Assembly of America; Armenian Bar
Association; Armenian Catholic Church;
Armenian Council of America; Armenian
Cultural Foundation; Armenian Evangelical
Union of North America; Armenian General
Benevolent Union – Western District; Armenian
National Committee of America – Western
Region; Armenian Relief Society – Western
USA; Armenian Rights Council; Armenian
Youth Federation; Ignatius Foundation; Nor Or
Charitable Foundation; Nor Serount Cultural
Association; Organization of Istanbul
Armenians; Unified Young Armenians; Western
Diocese of the Armenian Church of North
America; Western Prelacy of the Armenian
Apostolic Church.

BERKELEY, Calif. and YEREVAN — What do computer
classes for children, new traditional Armenian dance cos-
tumes, and a photo exhibit of Armenian women have in
common? All three are the latest projects completed
through the Paros Foundation’s 100 for 100 Projects for
Prosperity, bring the total number of projects completed
or in progress to 69. 
While children in the villages of Lanjik and Torosgyugh

in Armenia’s Shirak region have been fortunate enough to
participate in local dance ensembles, they have lacked
their own costumes. Upon learning of this need through
the Paros website, Nairi Balian and her family immediate-
ly decided to help make these children’s dreams a reality.
Balian had been in an Armenian dance group during her
childhood and appreciates how important costumes are to
children’s motivation and enthusiasm. Through the Balian
family sponsorship, 30 village children received two sets of
costumes and a pair of dance shoes. 
On August 16, both communities came together and

organized a one of a kind dance concert in celebration of
the costumes. “Receiving their own new dance costumes
and shoes was a dream come true for these children! It
has truly been a unifying experience for the entire village,”
said Gohar Markosyan, president of the Women for
Development NGO, who oversaw the design and manu-
facturing of the costumes.
In Yerevan, children attending the Ghoghanj Children’s

Center benefited through another important project, the
implementation of computer and associated Internet
instruction. Founded in 2003, the Ghoghanj Children’s
Center works with vulnerable “at-risk” children and their
families to help them overcome social, psychological, and
legal issues, and it provides proper support and guidance
for the children so they can excel in school. 

“We are so grateful to have secured funding for our
computer and internet courses. Many of our students have
had absolutely no access to computers and Internet usage
outside of Ghoghanj, “ said Diana Grigoryan, director of

the Ghoghanj Children’s Center. 
This project received funding through donations made

in honor of Maroush Dekermenjian’s birthday. It was her
birthday wish to give back to children in Armenia. Now
students at the Ghoghanj Center will develop new innov-
ative skills that will positively impact both their schooling
and hopefully future careers.
On July 23, Christina Cherekdjian’s Paros 100 for 100

Project came to life with the opening of the Aghcheeg
Project Photo Exhibit in Yerevan, Armenia. The Aghcheeg
Project Photo Exhibit sheds light on the role of women in
Armenia. Christina, a high school student from Campbell,

Calif., spearheaded this project. Her interest in women’s
issues prompted her to apply and win a grant through her
school to initiate this important project. 
The Aghcheeg Project Photo Exhibit is composed of a

series of photographs taken by Christina and several of
her peers during the Paros Foundation’s SERVICE-
Armenia 2014 trip this summer. The photographs feature
women of different ages and socio-economic backgrounds,
and from rural and urban environments throughout
Armenia. 
“The photos tell interesting stories about the role of

women in modern day Armenia,” explained Christina. “As
we traveled and worked throughout Armenia and Artsakh,
we witnessed the many challenges faced by women in
their everyday lives, and we tried to capture these
moments in the photos.”
The exhibit, composed of more than 40 large-format

photographs, began its tour at the Narekatsi Art Center in
Armenia during September 2014 and will be showcased
throughout Armenia and the United States over the
course of the next year.
The Paros Foundation underwrote all administrative

expenses associated with these projects allowing all con-
tributions to be allocated 100 percent to this project.
Donations to the Paros Foundation, a 501(c) 3 organiza-
tion, are tax-deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law. 
Formally launched in 2006, the Paros Foundation sup-

ports six exemplary local NGOs in Armenia and launched
the Paros 100 for 100 Projects for Prosperity in October
of 2011 to commemorate the upcoming centennial of the
Armenian Genocide. With an aggressive goal of identify-
ing, vetting, fundraising for and ultimately implementing
100 special projects, the Paros Foundation and its staff in
Armenia and the United States are quickly earning a rep-
utation as the “go to” organization to oversee small and
medium-sized project implementation in Armenia. For
more information and to get involved visit
www.parosfoundation.org or call (310) 400-9061.
To sponsor a project of the Paros Foundation’s 100 for 100

Projects for Prosperity, visit www.parosfoundation.org. 

Paros Foundation’s 100 for 100 Projects for Prosperity 

Glendale City Council Unanimously Approves Negotiations on Armenian-American Museum

Students at the Ghoghanj Children’s Center in Yerevan during their computer class

The Aghcheeg Project opening exhibit at the Narekatsi Art Center in Yerevan.



MIT, from page 1
I think it is quite remarkable that they are
doing this on a topic that continues to divide
their peoples back at home. I’m quite
inspired and encouraged by this unique
example that they set for the rest of the MIT
community and humanity. They expand the
meaning of heritage — this is how I read their
participation in this event — to include not
just food and dance and sharing, but also
other not so positive things, that include vio-
lence, the heritage of violence, which is being
acknowledged…This is another proof that
MIT is brave, visionary and innovative in
humanities and humanity in general, not just
in technology and science.” Goçek later
added that when either Turkish or Armenian
student associations invited her to speak she
would state that she could accept only on the
condition that the other group on campus
invite her too, but this was the first time in
12 years that this has actually occurred. 
The lecture itself was an introduction to

Goçek’s new book, Denial of Violence:
Ottoman Past, Turkish Present, and
Collective Violence against the Armenians,
1789-2009 (Oxford University Press), pre-
sented from the perspective of gender with
some additional information on the Turkish
women writers covered in the volume. (The
title of the MIT lecture was a play on the
book title.) Goçek, as Ekmekcioglu pointed
out in her introduction, is a professor of soci-
ology and women’s studies at the University
of Michigan, Ann Arbor, and is a prolific
author of many books and articles.
Goçek declared that she has been working

on the book for 12 years, adding that “this
book took a very long time because this is a
very political and politicized topic.” She con-
tinued, “As I always say, this is a common
pain, and a common suffering for both sides.

This is why I wanted to work on this topic
and understand what was going on in
Turkey.” 
Goçek first was planning to work on the

Islamist movement in Turkey, but the Turkish
government in the 1990s pushed her to work
on the military instead. She said, “That got
me thinking as to why in our society in
Turkey we are so inured to violence….We wel-
come military interventions instead of being
upset about them, for that in itself is a sort of
violence. Violence must be somehow natural-
ized and normalized in society…There must
be a foundational violence that somehow we
have not accounted for, and that led to the
normalization. I went back to 1915-17 and
the Armenian Genocide. That is how I came
to study that.” 
Her interest was not in the violence per se,

but why it was not acknowledged. She said
she felt that, “for the democratization of
Turkey, it is significant for Turkish society to
confront its past and repair the moral fabric
that unfortunately became frayed and
destroyed as a consequence of this denial.” 
As Goçek plunged into her work, she said,

“I found myself in this struggle one way or
the other. I also had a trauma because my
best friend and colleague Hrant Dink was
assassinated. That was for me an extremely
difficult event to process.” This is reflected in
the fourth chapter of Goçek’s book, wherein
she focuses on her personal memories in the
context of violence and the topic she was
studying. 
At an event she organized for the 75th

anniversary of the Turkish Republic, which
had among others a Turkish official as a
speaker, an old Armenian lady with tears run-
ning down her face asked how Turkey could
ever become a member of the European
Union after massacring her grandparents.

Goçek said she dissipated the tension among
the Armenians in the audience by declaring
she understood how difficult this pain was,
and asked what she could do to help. This
incident led her to understand that the lack
of acknowledgment of the Armenian
Genocide did not allow victims to heal. 
At the 2005 Bilgi University conference in

Turkey, a “youngish” man told Goçek he
found out his grandmother was Armenian,
but she refused to tell him her original
Armenian name. He broke down crying,
exclaiming how much pain we must have
inflicted on her for her not to be able to even
tell her name. The 2007 Hrant Dink assassi-
nation was another important emotional
turning point for Goçek. 
During her investigative process, she decid-

ed to focus on contemporary Turkish mem-
oirs published in the Latin alphabet, not state
documents, in order to capture better the
cognitive and non-rational aspects of violence
and denial. She divided denial of violence
against the Armenians into four stages
encompassing the Hamidian, Young Turk,
Republican and late Republican eras, each
mirroring a different stage of
Ottoman/Turkish modernity. 
Of the 315 memoirs she used, only 17 were

by women. This was due to the fact that in
general, women’s experiences rarely make it
into print, and they are often not seen as wor-
thy of being published. In this particular
instance, however, Goçek said that she was
actually delighted that there were so few
women’s works because that is further evi-
dence that violence is most often perpetrated

by men.
These writers span a wide

period of time, from Melek
Hanim, born in the 1830s,
to Liz Behmoaras (a
Turkish Jew) born in 1950.
The first group belongs to
the upper class and is con-
nected to the Ottoman
palace. They are mostly
from the last years of the
Ottoman Empire and the
first years of the Turkish
Republic Halide Edip Adivar
is one of the best known of
this group. She participated
in the Turkish indepen-
dence movement alongside
Mustafa Kemal, but later
opposed his regime. The
second group of writers,
from the later Republican
people, are fewer in number.
Minorities like Armenians
had been more and more
excluded from society and
consequently are discussed
less in memoirs too. The
women writers, aside from
those in the upper class,
included intellectuals and
educators, and later people
who have been marginal-
ized in one way or another.

Goçek concluded by reading some excerpts
from the memoirs of Nermidil Ener Binark.
Her mother traveled to Antep (Aintab) in
1915 to join her husband who was the local
governor. She saw the sufferings of
Armenians in the deportations. Her father
was a perpetrator who even late in life, when
84 years old, said that if he were to be born
again, he would have done everything the
same way. Memoirs like this allow a very dif-
ferent interpretation of events than the offi-
cial narrative of the state. Gender theory
aided Goçek in relating this story.
After the formal lecture, a number of ques-

tions were asked about the lecture. Among
other things, Goçek explained that a Turkish
translation was being planned, while so far
there was no Armenian translation in the
works. 
In response to a question on the degree of

change in Turkish academia on the Armenian
Genocide, Goçek declared “I am not an out-
lier. … There are many people, many acade-
mics who do work [on this topic]. They are
still the minority nevertheless. Most of the
academics in Turkey work in state institu-
tions. They are seen more as public officials
and cannot take a stand on this.” However,
those in private institutions can take opposi-
tional stands, and there are many who do.
There has been a lot of translation, including
Armenian memoirs, by private institutions. 
Goçek concluded, “I think that in another

decade or two, things are going to change,
but I don’t expect the change to come from
the state — it will come from civil society.”
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COMMUNITY NEWS

LivingLegacy 
& Tribute

Support Armenian Heritage Park’s
Ongoing Care and Maintenance

Outright Gift
Online:  ArmenianHeritagePark.org

By Mail:  Check, payable to Armenian Heritage
Foundation, to Armenian Heritage Foundation, 
25 Flanders Road, Belmont, MA  02478

All supporters will be acknowledged in the
Commemorative Book. 

Estate Planning
We ask what you inform the Foundation in writing
if you have included the Park in your will or estate
plans, so that you may receive an invitation to join
the Legacy Society of Giving.

If you have a question or would like to arrange a visit, please call
Jim Kalustian 781.643.7758; Charles Guleserian, 617-484-6100; Haig
Deranian 617-489-9465; Walter Nahabedian 781-891-7249; Astor
Guzelian 781-326-5764; George Elanjian 781-888-2227 or Barbara
Tellalian 617-803-8785

A r m e n i a n H e r i t a g e P a r k . o r g

TTWWOO WWAAYYSS  TTOO  SSUUPPPPOORRTT:: Genealogy Program at Sts. Sahag and
Mesrob Church on December 7
PROVIDENCE, R.I. — On Sunday, December 7, Sts. Sahag & Mesrob Armenian Church

will host a program by the Armenian Historical Association of Rhode Island (AHARI) titled
“Discovering Your Armenian Roots:  Learn How To Research Your Rhode Island Ancestors.”
The presentation will be made by Ambassador William Andreas Brown, who holds a master’s
and doctorate from Harvard University in Far Eastern Languages and History.  He is a career
diplomat and a past chairman of the Harry S. Truman Research Institute for the
Advancement of Peace.
Brown has research and indexed Armenian births, marriages and deaths in the city of

Providence from 1889 – 1940.  He also has compiled member of related Armenian
Immigrant families as shown in each of Rhode Island censuses from 1889-1940.  
Special guest, Margaret Chevian, former librarian at the Providence Public Library, will

inform you on what ancestry research tools are available at the Providence Public Library
and how best to use them.  
The program will start at 1:30 p.m. at Hanoian Hall. The church is located at 70 Jefferson

St. Refreshments will be served after the presentation.

Goçek Talks at MIT on Violence of Denial
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TCA Presents ‘All Rise! Court
Is in Session’ in Honor of
Genocide Centennial

ENGLEWOOD, N.J. — There will be another daring enterprise by the Tekeyan
Cultural Association (TCA) when it presents one of the masterpieces of Armenian
playwright Berj Zeytountian, “All Rise! The Court Is in Session,” in performance by

the association’s Mher Megerdchian
Theatrical Group in April 2015. The
play recounts the trial proceedings of
Soghomon Tehlirian who avenged the
extermination of his nation and his

family by killing Talaat Pasha in Berlin, on the March 14, 1921.
The theatre committee has specially invited for this purpose the multi-talented

director Gerald Papasian from Paris to stage the play. The cast includes 25 actors
and actresses of various ages. Next, the company’s regulars and newcomers will
also take part, among whom will be a 92-year-old grandfather symbolizing the elder-
ly generation in this 100th anniversary inter-Armenian manifestation.

Rehearsals have already gotten underway for the past two months in the New
Jersey Tekeyan Center. The cast is now complete and a technical crew of 20 young
members is at work to insure all aspects of lights, sound, music, costumes and sets,
striving to bring about some unprecedented innovations.

The performance will take place on Sunday, April 12, 2015, in Manhattan’s
Symphony Space theatre, under the auspices of the US East Coast American
Genocide Central Commemoration Committee.

On this occasion, playwright Zeytountsian will be invited to attend from Yerevan.
Other interesting surprises are also in store related to this event.

In order to share this event with the American-Armenian new generation, as well
as with non-Armenian audience members, a special English-language translation
will be prepared to be projected as surtitles on a screen during the show.

The Greater New York Tekeyan branch has committed itself to great fanatical
efforts, believing that the company will offer a high quality production.

Other write-ups will follow about this theatrical event in the months to come.

Hagop Vartivarian, left, with Gerald Papasian
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Armenian
Online Art at
Gallery Z

PROVIDENCE, R. I. — Gallery Z owner and
director Bérge Ara Zobian announces a website
devoted to selling original fine art by Armenian
artists: armenianartgalleryz.com.

This online gallery will represent a long list of
established and mid-career Armenian artists,
national and international, living and deceased,
many of whom are also represented in muse-
ums and galleries worldwide. Separated into
multiple categories by specific medium, orien-
tation, size and subject matter, the site caters
both to specialized art collectors as well as gen-
eral collectors of Armenian art. A wide range of
subject matter (abstracts, figures, landscapes,
portraits, religious themes, still lifes, surrealism)
conveys the breadth and diversity of available
works, which include paintings, drawings, pho-
tography, prints, sculpture, and other media.

The artists represented include Aghassi,
Rafael Atoyan, Minas Avetisyan, Lara
Baghdassarian, Anoush Bargamian, three gen-
erations of the Elibikian family, Samuel
Gareginyan, Emma Gregorian, Alexander
Grigorian, Edward Issabekyan, Vava
Khachasdourian, the internationally-renowned
artist and performer Kevork Mourad, Zareh
Mutafyan, Ruben Nakian, Karnig Nalbandian,
and Simon Samsonian. The website contains
capsule biographies, images of the art works

and information for collectors.
Armenian Art at Gallery Z is inspired by the

rich cultural heritage of Armenia and the exten-
sive career background of gallery director
Zobian, who has spent over three decades as an
artist, art dealer and curator specializing both
in Armenian fine art and contemporary fine art.
Zobian has been actively immersed in New
England’s vibrant local Armenian community,
participating in many public Armenian-related
projects year after year, as well as curating exhi-
bitions tying Armenian art and artists to their
rich heritage and history.

Zobian started his career in 1975 as a pho-
tographer in New York. In 1983, after moving
to Providence, he established and opened his
own studio while continuing to curate art exhi-
bitions for nearly eighteen years in local busi-
nesses and pop-up galleries. He opened Gallery
Z in 2001, also releasing projects such as
“Moby” the ArtMobile in 2012 and Studio Z in
2013, all located in Providence.

Gallery Z and Studio Z are members of
Gallery Night Providence, the Providence
Warwick Convention Visitors Bureau and the
Federal Hill Commerce Association. Gallery Z
has been awarded the prestigious title of “Best
Gallery of Rhode Island” by Rhode Island
Monthly magazine for three consecutive years –
2011, 2012 and 2013.

To date, Gallery Z represents and showcases
more than 300 artists and has held more than
150 exhibitions.

Balakian Reads with
Turkish Writers on Iowa
International Program
Tour Sponsored by US
State Department

ISTANBUL/YEREVAN — Peter Balakian was
part of a US State Department-sponsored liter-
ary tour in Istanbul and Yerevan from October
17 to 23 that included five American writers
who were part of the University of Iowa
International Writers Program (IWP).
Christopher Merrill, poet and nonfiction writer
and director of the program, led the group that
included Balakian, novelists Maureen Freely
and Gish Jen, and poet Mary Hickman.

The tour involved readings at Bogazici
University and the Beyoglu Art Gallery in
Istanbul, and American University of Armenia
and Yerevan State University in Yerevan, as well
as teaching creative-writing workshops and
meeting with students at the universities.

On Saturday evening at the Beyoglu
Municipality Art Gallery on Istiklal Street,
Balakian, Jen, and Freely read with young
Turkish fiction writers Tugba Doga, Yalcin
Tosun and Melida Tuzunoglu. Freely and Jen
read fiction and Balakian read poetry, and non-
fiction from the chapter “Istanbul was
Constantinople” in Black Dog of Fate. In

reflecting on the complex history of Istanbul
through the lens of Armenian memory and his
family history, Balakian gave the audience a
brief portrait of the Balakian and Panosyan
family histories in Istanbul before the Armenian
Genocide and discussed the historical
Armenian presence in the city and the com-
plexity of identity that has ensued. Following
the reading, there was an affirmative question
and conversation period with an engaged
Turkish audience.

The next day, the US Consulate’s Public
Affairs Officer Craig Dicker hosted a party at
which Turkish writers, US foreign service offi-
cers, and American writers, academics, and
journalists socialized into the evening.

On October 20, the group flew (via Vienna
because of the blockaded Turkish-Armenian
border) to Yerevan where the writers met with
Armenian university students at the American
Corner — a library sponsored by the US
embassy, then went to AUA to read their work.
The tour, which was part of a program of liter-
ary cultural exchange that Merrill organizes
and directs each year with the US State
Department, was aimed in part at fostering dia-
logue between Armenians and Turks as the

see BALAKIAN, page 11

Members of the TCA organizing committee

By Hagop Vartivarian

Gallery Z in Providence

Peter Balakian with writer Elif Shafak and noted
translator Maureen Freely

Peter Balakian at the Beyoglu Municipality Art
Gallery
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BALAKIAN, from page 10
100th anniversary of the Armenian genocide
approaches. Balakian’s presence as a literary
bridge between the two cultures was impor-
tant, especially in Turkey, and program direc-
tor and poet Christopher Merrill noted: “It
was deeply moving for me to visit Armenia on
the eve of the 100th anniversary of the geno-
cide — the tragedy that created the template
for so much of the barbarism of the modern
world, some of which I have tried to chart in
my writings. And it was no less moving to
spend time in the monastery of Geghard,
where a monk sang for us a hymn in his rich
tenor, the sacred words impressing them-
selves in the stone. To hold in my mind this
ancient religious tradition and the complicat-
ed political reality of this moment in history
made clear the necessity of turning the com-
memoration of horror into a renewed com-

mitment to hold the Turkish government to
account not only for the evil committed in
1915 but for a history of attempts to evade
responsibility for the crimes committed in the
last days of the Ottoman Empire.

“That was why it was so important to see
Peter Balakian share a stage with young
Turkish writers in Istanbul. For what we
learned at every turn is that there are progres-
sive men and women in both Turkey and
Armenia determined to come to terms with this
tragedy — the necessary first step in the nor-
malization of relations between the two coun-
tries.”

Balakian’s reading in Istanbul marked the
first time in recent history that an Armenian
diasporan writer read in public with Turkish
writers. Balakian said, “It was an occasion of
some symbolic significance and a small step
toward more openness.”

From left, Peter Balakian, Melida Tuzunoglu, Gish Jen, Tugba Doga, Yalcin Tosun

Balakian Reads with Turkish Writers on Iowa International Program Tour Sponsored by US State Department

By Hagop Vartivarian

ENGLEWOOD, N.J. — After Detroit, Toronto,
Los Angeles and Fresno, the Tekeyan Cultural
Association (TCA) made New York in its turn
reverberate with the words of a pair of newly
published volumes dedicated to the writings of
Vahan Tekeyan — Vahan Tekeyan: Selected
Poems, translated into English by Gerald
Papasian and his uncle, John Papasian, and the
Armenian-language Vahan Tekeyan:
Panasdeghdzutiunneru hadendir, edited by
Edmond Azadian.

The presentation took place on Friday,
October 31, at the New Jersey TCA Center,
where admirers of Tekeyan the poet filled the
hall. The program was at a professional level
suited to the audience which itself appeared to
have serious literary interests. The director,
actor and translator Gerard Papasian had spe-
cially come from Paris for the occasion, while
literary critic Edmond Azadian and artist Nora
Ipekian Azadian came from Detroit.

After the words of welcome from the chair-
man of the New York TCA executive, Hagop
Vartivarian, the artistic portion of the program
began with the performance by one of the best

interpreters of classical music, soprano Anahit
Zakaryan, accompanied on the piano with com-
poser Hampartzoum Berberian’s music, of
Tekeyan’s poems G’antzreve, dghas [It Is
Raining, My Son] and Ser me kaghdni [A
Secret Love].

Zarmine Boghosian, educator and writer,
served as the master of ceremonies. Thanks to
her efforts, the program went smoothly.

While the program had been initiated and
organized by the TCA, the Hamazkayin
Armenian Education and Cultural Society and
the Essayan-Getronagan Alumni Association
also participated. As Vahan Tekeyan had been a
student in, and then principal of,
Constantinople’s [Armenian] National Central
[Getronagan] School, it was particularly appro-
priate that the chairman of the latter’s alumni
association, Arto Khrimian, give a heart-felt
talk.

The anthology of poems in English transla-
tion was presented by community activist,

actor, playwright and intellectual Dr. Hrant
Markarian. He analyzed the difficult work con-
ducted by the Papasians, which reappeared at a
late date by chance in John Papasian’s home in
Rome, after the latter had passed away in Cairo
in 1989. This initial work was continued by
Gerald Papasian.

The book was published by California State
University, Fresno, and edited by Edmond
Azadian. The cover illustration, a portrait paint-
ing of Vahan Tekeyan, is the creation of Nora
Azadian, who personally knew the writer while

he was living in Cairo. Tekeyan, known as the
Prince of Poets, frequently would visit the home
of Nora’s maternal grandfather, the hero of
Sasun and Armenian Democratic Liberal lead-
er, Mihran Damadian.

The poet Vehanoush Tekian presented in the
Armenian language the second book, which
was published by Armenia’s TCA in Yerevan in
2012. Edmond Azadian both edited this volume
and wrote its foreword. The book consists of a
selection of Tekeyan’s poems in separate chap-
ters, Presenting Oneself, Love and Impossible
Loves, Armenian Verses, Something Terrible
Thing There, and Beyond Life and Death, which
represent the true measure of the great poet.

Instead of just introducing the book, Tekian
also gave information on Tekeyan’s biography
and work. This alone could be presented in a
separate literary assembly.

Gerald Papasian first expressed his thanks to
the TCA executive for the organization of this
event and then reflected on the process of

translating the volume. The work was laborious
and the book was given to the publisher only
after a hiatus of many years.

Then the graceful actress Nora Armani and
Papasian recited six poems from the English
translation of Tekeyan’s verses.

The multitalented Nora Azadian recited with
deep emotion two well known Tekeyan poems
— Bidi esenk Asdudzoy [We Shall Say to God]
and Bidi iynas [You Will Fall], which at the
threshold of the centennial of the Genocide dis-
play Tekeyan’s rage even against God as he
wrote:

“let us all swear that when at last we meet
God in his paradise coming to greet
and comfort and make amends for our pain,
we shall refuse his tardy gift, and say:

‘Send us to hell. Send us to hell again.
You made us know it alas, all too well.
Save paradise for the Turks. Send us to hell.’”
[She recited in Armenian but the English

translation from the newly published volume is
provided here for Mirror readers.]

The audience responded with a long, stand-
ing ovation for Nora Azadian’s interpretation of
Tekeyan’s words.

Edmond Azadian then spoke, thanking the
organizing committee and specifically mention-
ing each artist in the program. He himself is
one of our few living intellectuals who knows
Tekeyan’s work and life and transmits to the
new diasporan and Armenian literary genera-
tion the legacy of Tekeyan’s Armenian national
activities and the talent he used for the
advancement of Armenian literature.

Azadian has various works dedicated to
Tekeyan and other Armenian writers scattered
throughout the pages of the press, and finally is
engaged in assembling them in the form of sev-
eral volumes.

Talented contemporary singer and songwrit-
er Berge Turabian then performed three songs
of Tekeyan’s verses that he had set to music.
Turabian is one of the best interpreters of
Tekeyan, and of Charles Aznavour. He has a
compact disc of Tekeyan verses set to music.

(Translated from Armenian)

Two Vahan Tekeyan Books at One Ceremony

A group shot of the audience, with the panel

Gerald Papasian Edmond Azadian

The members of the organizing committee with Edmond and Nora Azadian
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ARTS & LIVING

By Kevork Keushkerian

LOS ANGELES — The Celebratory Gala
under the Stars, organized by the American
Armenian Rose Float Association, took place
on Sunday, October 19, at the newly refur-
bished Court of Champions of Pasadena’s
Rose Bowl.

It was a first-class act event, artistically
crafted by the Gala Committee, which was
headed by Co-Chairs Flora Dunaians and
Margaret Mgrublian. From 5:00 to 6:30 was
the social hour in which guests had the
option of being shuttled to a nearby venue to
view the float or mingle with friends. There

was an open bar, and appetizers were provid-
ed by Rubina’s catering.

At 6:30 p.m., Margaret Mgrublian and Flora
Dunaians welcomed guests, and then asked
Father Sarkis Petoyan, Pastor of St. Gregory
Armenian Church in Pasadena, to present his
opening remarks with inspirational words.

Petoyan dwelled upon the theme of the

Rose Parade “Inspiring Stories,” and said that
conquering many obstacles to survive and
prosper is the best example of inspiring sto-
ries for our nation at large and for our com-
munity, in particular. He then blessed the
food, which was prepared by world famous
chef, Wolfgang Puck.

Margaret Mgrublian then invited Jill
Simonian, the Mistress of Ceremonies, to
carry on with the program. Jill is the anchor
of KTLA Channel 5’s Morning News. She
introduced the two comedians, Ara Bassil and
Michael Passion, who entertained the guests
and asked them at the same time to donate to
this project.

During the dinner, vocal renditions were
provided by the Lucy Kanyan trio, accompa-

nied by the musical group Nartex.
A short documentary about the
float, its contents and how they
were related to the theme of the
2015 Rose Parade, “Inspiring
Stories,” was viewed on the
screen. It was prepared by Stepan
Partamian, a member of the
American Armenian Rose Float
Association.

Among the political dignitaries
attending the celebration were
Pasadena Mayor Bill Bogaard, US
Representative Judy Chu, 27th
Congressional District, and Raffi
Manougian, treasurer of the City
of Glendale. Chu briefly
addressed the audience and said
that she was extremely pleased
that the first Armenian Rose
Float was to become a reality, and
then she wished us good luck for
this one of a kind endeavor.

A few people were recognized
and honored during the celebra-
tion. These were Pamela Knapp,
the great-granddaughter of
Movses Pashgian, the Grand
Marshal of the 1915 Rose Parade,
5 Armenian football players on
the Stanford Team who partici-
pated in the Rose Bowl game in

1952, and Rachel Geragos, one of the Rose
Parade Princesses in 2006. The football play-
ers were Chuck Essegian, Harry Hugasian,
Norm Manougian, Len Kaprielian and Gary
Kerkorian. The first two of these players were
personally present and also present was Gary
Kerkorian’s wife.

Finally, Khatchik (Chris) Shahinian, presi-

dent of the American Armenian Rose Float
Association, was invited to the podium to pre-
sent his closing remarks. Shahinian first
thanked all those who participated in the pro-
gram for their dedication, all the volunteers
and his committee members for their hard
work, and all the supporters for their com-

mitment and generous donations. He then dis-
closed the names of the people which were
chosen to ride on the Armenian Float on
January 1, 2015.

The long awaited list was finally made pub-
lic and they are former California Governor
George Deukmejian and his wife Gloria, bas-

ketball coach Jerry
Tarkanian, who was pre-
sent in the audience,
Federal Judge Samuel Der
Yeghiayan and California
native Flora Dunaians,
who is well known for her
active involvement in
affairs of the Armenian
community in the Greater
Los Angeles area.

It was a night to remem-
ber, as guests and support-
ers gathered under the
moon lit sky to celebrate
the birth of the first
Armenian float to partici-
pate in the Tournament of

Roses Parade on Thursday
morning, January 1, 2015.

Jerry Tarkanian and guest

Gala under the Stars

Guests including Mark Geragos and Dr. Drew Pinsky

Jill Simonian and Rachel Geragos

By Dr. Arpi Sarafian
Special to the Mirror-Spectator

There is something uncanny about a book
that draws one in when it should perhaps intim-
idate with its immensity. It is true that we live
in a culture that glorifies the superlative, yet a
book of over a few hundred pages gives me the
uncomfortable feeling of being imposed upon.
Does the author expect me to actually read
through? Nonetheless, Under the Spotlight
(Tekeyan Cultural Association, Los Angeles
2014), the more than 1,200-
page, two-volume collection
spanning 30 years of Vatche
Semerdjian’s journalistic writ-
ing, lures the reader in and keeps her there.
The seduction starts with the handsomely-
designed dust cover, featuring a half-portrait of
the author, and continues with the Table of
Contents, carefully organized into headings
that make the material immediately accessible:
“The Armenian Genocide,” “The Perennial
Crisis of the Armenian Church,” “The
Armenian Press,” “The Daily Lives of Armenian
Americans,” guide us through the wide range of
topics covered. Catchy titles, on the other hand
— “Let Us Not Forget That The Armenian
People Have Two Enemies,” “The Wrong

Question,” “Another Denial?” prompt us to turn
to the relevant pages and to read the articles
through before going on to the next one and
then the next and the next. Under the
Spotlight is a feast.

All of the articles collected in the massive vol-
umes originally appeared in Nor Or, the official
organ of the Armenian Democratic Liberal
Party. Volume I covers the years 1980-1993,
Volume II the years 2000-2005. What makes
this third publication of Semerdjian’s essays
more than a mere collection of articles, howev-
er, is his ability to take his observations and
analyses beyond their specific contexts and to

show the relevance of the issues
he explores to the complex
world we live in today.

The book is a handy reference
guide for our daily lives. The essays are stun-
ningly fresh and give us glimpses into many of
our current concerns. Whether it is life in the
Diaspora, the Third Republic, or the Artsakh
crisis, Semerdjian’s insights into the Armenian
reality give the reader a clearer sense of where
we come from and where we are headed. When
the odds for our survival are not too favorable,
connecting the past to the present, with concise
summaries of treaties like the 1920 Treaty of
Sevres, or of key Holidays — Vartanantz, May
28, November 29 — helps the reader fathom the
deeper significance of our history and the

urgency of keeping it alive. The second half of
the second volume of the collection is aptly
titled “Diasporan Anxieties.”

It would be foolish to deny the book’s value
as social history. Semerdjian’s close involve-
ment with the community — he has been presi-
dent of the Tekeyan Cultural Association Los
Angeles chapter for more than 25 now and was,
besides being a regular contributor to the
Armenian press, editor of Nor Or from January
2000 to 2005 — enables him to put the
Armenian social, political, and cultural reality of
the past 50-60 years under close scrutiny, hence
the book’s title. What takes the collection
beyond it being a mere factual record of our
lives though is, once again, Semerdjian’s ability
to transcend the particularities of what, when
and where and to leave the reader questioning
and reflecting on the deeds, and the misdeeds,
of our political leaders, our religious hierarchy,
and our editors. It is this larger context, this
vision of the way things could be — and ought
to be — that gives the collection its wonderful
coherence. Under the Spotlight reads like a
book. It is, to borrow poet Ezra Pound’s words,
“news that stays news.”

Semerdjian’s is a judgment we trust. Here is
a man who speaks his mind without mincing or
masking. He openly condemns President
Kocharian’s pronouncements, for example,
regarding our territorial demands from Turkey.

“It is wrong to separate Genocide recognition
from our right to claim our lands,” he writes.
There is no imposition here, yet Semerdjian’s
sincerity and his commitment to the honest
truth carry much moral weight. We share his
deep pain at the “tragic decision” to close
down, in June 2005, the 78-year-old Melkonian
Educational Institute in Cyprus.

For one who so rigorously exposes the stark
reality — deploring our immature politics and
weak presence at crucial treaties, our perennial
divisions and shortsightedness — Semerdjian’s
outbursts of joy come as a relief. He writes of
the “supreme joy” of his experience as a teach-
er of Armenian language and history at the
TCA Arshag Dikranian School in the years
1997-2009, and humbly expresses his gratitude
to the students and to the friends who made
the experience possible. Semerdjian is confi-
dent his students will continue to affirm
Armenian values — albeit “empowered and guid-
ed by English.”

What ultimately emerges is Semerdjian’s
deep faith in the possibility of a fresh start for
our nation, despite the difficulties facing it. He
hails the birth of our Third Republic following
the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, and
welcomes the ensuing “healthy competition” of
the political parties to help her thrive. When
others have been prophesying doom,

see REVIEW, page 13

When More Is More: Vatche Semerdjian’s Under the Spotlight

Book Review



NNOOVVEEMMBBEERR  1155  ——  AAMMAAAA--HHaaiiggaazziiaann  UUnniivveerrssiittyy
CCeelleebbrraattoorryy   BBaannqquueett  iinn  hhoonnoorr  ooff  DDrr..  MMiihhrraann
AAggbbaabbiiaann  aanndd  GGeeoorrggee  RR..  PPhhiill lliippss,,  EEssqq..;;  6 p.m., Beverly
Hills Hotel, $200; Information: Julie Aharonian 818-368-
5266; Katia Kermoyan 818-242-5064.

NNOOVVEEMMBBEERR  2222  ——  AArrmmeenniiaann  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  WWoommeenn’’ss
AAssssoocciiaattiioonn,,  LLooss  AAnnggeelleess  AAff ffiilliiaattee  pprreesseenntt  LLuunncchheeoonn
hhoonnoorriinngg  LLiillyy  RRiinngg  BBaalliiaann,,  recipient of the 2014 Ellis
Island Medal of Honor, Beverly Hills Hotel,  9641 Sunset
Blvd., 11:30 a.m. Reception; 12:30 Luncheon.  Donation:
$100.00.  For RSVP and info contact Houry Aposhian
(818)957-7020 or Cindy Norian (310) 277-4490.

NNOOVVEEMMBBEERR  1155  ——  TThhee  3399tthh  AAnnnnuuaall  LLuunncchheeoonn//AAuuccttiioonn
ooff  tthhee  AArrmmeenniiaann  WWoommeenn’’ss  WWeellffaarree  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn at
the Burlington Marriott Hotel, Burlington, MA @ 11 AM
Mistress of Ceremonies: Cindy Fitzgibbon, WCBV-TV5
Auctioneer: Jordan Rich, WBZ 1030 News Radio Funds
raised at this event support programs at the Armenian
Nursing and Rehabilitation Center in Jamaica Plain, MA
and the Hanganak NGO Health Clinic in Stepanakert,
Nagorno-Karabagh for seniors in need. Founded in 1915,
the A.W.W.A. Inc. will soon be celebrating its 100th year
of service to Armenians. For more information about the
event or for tickets, please call Karen Hovsepian @ 617-
898-8619 or e-mail awwaauction@gmail.com

DDEECCEEMMBBEERR  11  ——  SStt..  JJaammeess  MMeenn’’ss  CClluubb,,  MMoonnddaayy,,
SSppeeaakkeerr::  CChhrriiss  NNiisshhaann  GGaarraabbeeddiiaann, President, CEO
and director Sarepta Therapeutics. Topic, “The Age of
Genetic-Based Medicine is Here, from Muscular
Dystrophy to Ebola.” Losh Kebab and Kheyma Dinner
Social Hour (mezza) 6:15 p.m. Dinner 7 p.m. $14 per
person, St. James Armenian Church, Charles Mosesian
Cultural & Youth Center - Keljik Hall, 465 Mt. Auburn St.,
Watertown. Ladies are welcome.

DDEECCEEMMBBEERR  44  ——    AArrmmeenniiaann  AAsssseemmbbllyy   ooff  AAmmeerriiccaa
AAnnnnuuaall  HHoolliiddaayy  RReecceeppttiioonn  ffeeaattuurriinngg  aa  ssppeecciiaall  pprree--
sseennttaattiioonn  bbyy   DDrr..  RRoouubbeenn  AAddaalliiaann,, director of the
Armenian National Institute (ANI), on “The Armenian
Church & the Armenian Genocide,” at the Armenian
Cultural Foundation, 441 Mystic Street, Arlington, 6 to 8
p.m. Food and refreshments will be served. This event is

free and open to the public. Donations are kindly accept-
ed. Please RSVP to Luann Ohanian (617) 510-
6612 or luannohanian@gmail.com.

DDEECCEEMMBBEERR  55--66  ——  TTrriinniittyy  CChhrriissttmmaass  BBaazzaaaarr,,  Friday, 12-9
p.m., Saturday, 10 a.m.-7 p.m., Holy Trinity Armenian
Church of Greater Boston, 145 Brattle St., Cambridge.
Featuring delicious Armenian dinners, a la carte menu
and take-out meals; booths and vendors; Armenian
gourmet foods, delicacies and pastries; raffles, and
more.   For further information, contact the church office
at 617.354.0632.

DDEECCEEMMBBEERR  66  ——  LLoowweellll  GGoommiiddeehh  aannnniivveerrssaarryy  cceelleebbrraa--
ttiioonn,,  66  pp..mm..,,  St. Gregory Armenian Church, 158 Main
St., North Andover; dinner, entertainment, program,
speaker, David Boyajian, “The Survival of Armenia:
Dangers and Opportunities;” admission, $20 adults, $10
students. Details, Tom Vartabedian, (978) 373-
1654 or tommyvart@aol.com.

DDEECCEEMMBBEERR  1144  ——  EErreevvaann  CChhoorraall  SSoocciieettyy  aanndd  OOrrcchheessttrraa,,
CChhrriissttmmaass  HHoolliiddaayy   CCoonncceerr tt,,  7 p.m., Holy Trinity
Armenian Church of Greater Boston, 145 Brattle St.,
Cambridge.  Save the date; details to follow.

DDEECCEEMMBBEERR  66  AANNDD  77  ——  HHoolliiddaayy  FFoooodd  BBaazzaaaarr  oorrggaanniizzeedd
bbyy  tthhee  SStt..  PPeetteerr  WWoommeenn’’ss  GGuuiilldd, in Albany. Free admis-
sion and parking for this event at 100 Troy-Schenectady
Road, Watervliet. Delicious food to eat in, take our or
take home for your freezer, such as dolma, porov kufte,
madzoono kufte, choreg, khurabia, rojig and so much
more. St. Peter Women’s Guild Armenian Cookbook will
also be available for $20 plus shipping. Call 518-274-
3673 for more information. 

DDEECCEEMMBBEERR  77  ——  88tthh  AAnnnnuuaall  AANNCC  EEaasstteerrnn  RReeggiioonn
BBaannqquueett,,  RRiittzz--CCaarrllttoonn  BBaatttteerryy  PPaarrkk,,  NNYY.. Freedom
Award Honoree: former Manhattan District Attorney
Robert Morgenthau and the Morgenthau family; Vahan
Cardashian Award Honoree: ANCA activist Alice
Movsesian.  Tickets $250.  For reservations and informa-
tion,  visit www.anca.org/erbanquet or 917.428.1918.   

DDEECCEEMMBBEERR  77  ——  TThhee  AArrmmeenniiaann  HHiissttoorriiccaall  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  ooff
RRhhooddee  IIssllaanndd  ((AAHHAARRII))  proudly presents “Discovering
Your Armenian Roots: Learn How to Research Your
Rhode Island Ancestors,” Special ancestry presentation
by Ambassador William Andreas Brown, MA and PhD
from Harvard University, in Far Eastern languages and his-
tory, 1:30 p.m. Ambassador Brown has researched and
indexed Armenian births, marriages and deaths in
Providence from 1889 to 1940. Special guest, former
librarian at the Providence Public Library, Margaret
Chevian, will speak on what ancestry research tools are
available at the Providence Public Library and how best to
use them. Hanoian Hall of Sts. Sahag and Mesrob
Armenian Church, 70 Jefferson St., Providence.
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The Armenian Assembly of America
will host its annual holiday reception,
featuring a special presentation by Dr.
Rouben Adalian of the Armenian
National Institute, on December 4, at
the Amrenian Cultural Foundation,
441 Mystic St., Arlingotn, from 6 to 8
p.m. Adalian will talk about “The
Armenian Church and the Armenian
Genocide.” Food and refreshments
will be served. The event is free and
opent to the public. RSVP to luannoha-
nian@gmail.com

ARTS & LIVING

When More Is
More: Under The
Spotlight
REVIEW, from page 12
Semerdjian congratulates our leaders on their
success in walking our fledgling republic to its
“15th anniversary and beyond.”  He also seizes
upon positive moments in world politics, as
when in 1990, on April 12 and April 13, respec-
tively, East Germany and the Soviet Union took
responsibility for the inhuman acts committed
against the Jews during World War II to see a
“ray of hope” for our cause. Semerdjian cares
deeply about the fate of his people. 

Ultimately, it is the grace of Semerdjian’s
writing, his elegant use of Armenian prose —
never wordy, always exact and polished — that
keeps the reader interested. The ability to
remove himself from his writing, even when he
writes of personal matters, such as when he
was “forced” to step down from the editorship
of Nor Or because of the corruption and the
petty rivalries surrounding him, adds much to
the essays’ aesthetic appeal. Semerdjian names
the culprits but is never self-aggrandizing, vul-
gar or shrill. His wit aims not to deride or to
belittle, but to help change the way we think.

Semerdjian has an overwhelming desire to
communicate. His articles are dense with infor-
mation, yet there is nothing to eliminate. On
the contrary, his observations and incisive com-
ments give one much to ponder. The 1,200+
pages have made their case: more is more. 

BELMONT, Mass. — Ruth Thomasian, the founder and executive
director of Project SAVE Armenian Photograph Archives, will be the
featured speaker at the 2014 National Association for Armenian
Studies and Research (NAASR) Christmas Open House on Thursday,
December 4. The Open House will begin at 6 p.m. with Thomasian’s
talk set for 7:30 p.m. The evening’s events will take place at the
NAASR Center, 395 Concord Ave.

Thomasian’s presentation will highlight photographs from Project
SAVE’s 2015 calendar titled “Armenians Remember Those Who Came
Before,” as well as other related images from the archive’s vast hold-
ings.

“Armenians Remember Those Who Came Before” honors those
who lived in Ottoman Armenian communities before 1915: Yozgat,
Tokat, Aintab, Dikranagerd, Amasia, Kharpert, Ordu, Choroum, Agn,
Van, Sepastia, Chemeshgazek, Talas and Brusa. Photos and captions
capture the spirit and details of Armenian life.

Both before and after the lecture, NAASR’s bookstore will be open
and feature a one-night-only, 20-percent-off sale. Numerous recent
titles will be available. Refreshments will be served. The 2015 Project
SAVE calendar will be available the night of the open house.

Since 1975, Thomasian, a photo archivist and historian, has dedi-
cated herself to saving the photographic heritage of the Armenian
community. During the 1970s, while pursuing a career in New York
City as a theatrical costume designer, she became aware of the
extreme scarcity of visual material needed to research costumes for
Armenian plays set in the historic homeland. 

Out of this practical need for visuals, Ruth soon discovered that
photographs and their stories are a valuable source of cultural her-

itage and social history. Now located in Watertown, Massachusetts,
Project SAVE Archives has more than 50,000 well-documented
images collected mainly by visiting with people and talking with them
about their photographs. A wide range of topics address life in the
Ottoman, Persian and Russian empires, as well as the United States
and elsewhere in Diaspora, from 1860 to the present 21st century.

Admission to the event is free (donations appreciated). 

NAASR Christmas Open House to Feature
Illustrated Presentation by Ruth Thomasian

The cover of Project SAVE’s 2015 calendar
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COMMENTARY

By Edmond Y. Azadian

Call it with whatever you wish but realize that an intensifying
Cold War is looming on the horizon. The East-West confrontation
is gaining momentum and further developments in that direction
may soon get out of hand.

The mid-term elections in the US in early November and the
ensuing Republican landslide may hasten that confrontation,
especially when Arizona’s Sen. John McCain takes over the
Senate Armed Services Committee chairmanship. He will cer-
tainly endorse a further arms buildup and logic tells us that the
arms build-up can be justified only when there is a war or a loom-
ing threat of war.

The US economy recovered remarkably during the last six
years, unemployment was down, the US achieved energy self-suf-
ficiency, yet President Obama’s rating suffered at home and
around the world and some analysts believe that the election
results reflected a referendum on Obama’s performance. Others
believe that low turnout at the polls — two-thirds of eligible vot-
ers stayed home — and the Republican efforts in portraying
Obama’s performance as a failure contributed to the further loss
of House and Senate seats for Democrats and the resulting
takeover of the Republicans in the Senate.

Senator McCain was already a vocal critic of President Obama’s
cautious foreign policy, but now that he will be empowered with
the Senate committee chairmanship, he will convert his words
into action and force the lame-duck presidency into international
adventures. A recent article in the New York Times, describing
Mr. McCain’s policies stated that the latter did not see a war that
he did not like. However, there is a mood swing in the US and
even a potential Democratic candidate like Hillary Clinton has
been playing up her hawkish credentials to enhance her chances.
In a recent interview given by former Secretary of State Henry
Kissinger to the German newspaper Der Spiegel, he character-
ized US actions in Ukraine as a “fatal mistake” and added that
the resulting Cold War may prove to be “tragic.”

One front of confrontation may be amplifying the rhetoric
against Russia over the Ukraine impasse and the other immedi-
ate impact may be direct US intervention in Syria. The pro-gov-
ernment Turkish Sabah daily has already hailed gleefully Mr.
McCain’s ascendance, predicting that President Erdogan’s Syria
policy will be vindicated by Mr. McCain’s leadership.

Meanwhile, the Russians have not been sitting idly; after the
takeover of Crimea, they have practically amputated Ukraine by
paralyzing its eastern provinces. But on the global scene, the
Russia-China rapprochement has experienced a dramatic
upswing.

Last May, Russia and China had already sealed an energy deal
worth $400 billion, which will deliver annually 38 billion cubic
meters of gas to China through Power of Siberia Pipeline. A sec-
ond deal is in the offing to increase the annual delivery of
Russian gas to China to 68 billion cubic meters.

A less spoken-about factor which may further deteriorate the
East-West tensions is the financial retaliation against the eco-
nomic sanctions which China and Russia may deliver, as major
buyers of US debts.

Of course, a global confrontation may affect many countries
and one of the most vulnerable regions is the Caucasus, where
Armenia is located. Indeed, shifting political trends have already
taken wing in the region.

Recent changes in the Georgian government do not augur well
for the region and turmoil seems to be on the horizon. Armenia
and Georgia would do much better with European integration.
But Armenia has already been trapped by geostrategic determi-
nants while Georgia stayed the course set by former President
Mikhail Saakashvili, even at the expense of territorial loss. The
Georgian Dream Coalition, which swept to power during the last
parliamentary elections, vowed to continue its Euro-Atlantic
course. But a news article in the November 6 issue of New York
Times states: “Free Democrats, a pro-Western political party,
abandoned Georgia’s governing coalition on Wednesday, deepen-
ing a political crisis in the former Soviet republic that critics fear
may slow the country’s path toward integration with the West.”

What actually happened was that the leader of Free Democrats
and member of the Georgian Dream Coalition, Irakli Alasania,
was removed from his position as defense minister, on charges of
corruption, while visiting France to consolidate his country’s ties
with Europe. He was negotiating arms deals with the foreign min-
isters of France and Germany. Foreign Minister Maya Pandjikidze
and Minister for European Integration Alexiy Petriashvili ten-
dered their resignations in protest. Alasania accuses Prime

Minister Irakli Garibashvilli of fabricating the scandal for political
gain, in order to derail the country from its course of European
integration. Although the prime minister has denied the accusa-
tion, his denial remains questionable as his policies all along have
been geared toward reconciliation with Russia. The political
atmosphere is poisoned and it looks like the “Georgian Dream”
is mired in a Georgian nightmare.

The US reaction was muted but charged. Foggy Bottom
Spokesperson Jen Psaki expressed her concern over the resigna-
tions and praised Alasania for his contributions to Georgia and
to its partnership with the US. She reiterated her wish to see
Georgia on a Euro-Atlantic path.

Now, there is talk of a Ukraine-style Maidan, which resulted in
the loss of Crimea, Donetsk and Luhansk from Ukraine.

The potential problem areas in Georgia are indicated to be
Ajaria and Javakhk; the first region is the transit route for
Armenians doing business with Turkey and the second one is
densely populated by the Armenians. Thus, any conflict in these
two regions will spill over into Armenia.

A more ominous article signed by Mikhail Chernov has
appeared in the online Russian newspaper Lenta.ru, under the
title “Russia will reach border with Armenia.” The article also
indicates that “Russia is increasingly interested in the construc-
tion of a Transcaucasian automobile junction which will link the
Russian North Caucasus via North and South Ossetia, Georgia,
with Armenia and Iran.”

There is also talk of reviving the Abkhazian railway system. But
without Georgia’s cooperation, that system cannot extend into
Armenia. Either the Tbilisi government has to fall in line with
Russian plans or another war has to force Georgia to concede.

Now that Armenia has joined the Eurasian Union, it would
have been convenient for Yerevan to have trouble-free access to
Russia’s border. But to achieve that end through another war will
be too costly for all the parties concerned.

Developments in Azerbaijan have also come to compound the
situation on Armenia’s borders. After the meeting of Presidents
Serge Sargisian and Ilham Aliyev in Paris, at the invitation of
French President François Hollande, incidents on the line of con-
tact have been reduced dramatically. That was considered to be
the outcome of Paris talks and would have been a welcome devel-
opment for Armenia. But it turns out that the sudden lull is the
result of changes in Azerbaijan’s relations with the West and with
Russia. Until now, Azerbaijan had been sitting on the fence and
teasing the West and the East at the same time.

Recently, the pro-government Azeri news portal Azertaz came
out with critical comments about British Petroleum, which is a
major investor in Azerbaijan. Azerbaijan has worked out new
deals with Russia to export its gas to Europe through the latter’s
territory. Perhaps that is the main reason which has prompted
the US and European governments to sharpen their criticisms of
Azerbaijan’s abominable human rights track record. That seems
to be an indication of deteriorating relations with the West. In
the meantime, Russia has been arming Azerbaijan at an alarming
scale to entice President Aliyev to join the Eurasian Union. And
finally, also in the equation is Karabagh’s destiny.

Analysts believe that Russia may cede Karabagh to Azerbaijan
in exchange for Baku’s joining the Eurasian Union. Although the
deputy speaker of Azerbaijan’s parliament has ruled out the pos-
sibility, stating that “Azerbaijan cannot join the Eurasian Union
in exchange for Karabagh.”

Although there is a tug-of-war going on in the Caucasus
between the West and Russia and Turkey has a treaty obligation
as NATO member to help the West, recent developments have
demonstrated that Ankara may exercise some underhanded poli-
tics, all along pretending to uphold NATO interests. Russia has
also been selling arms to Turkey and holding joint military exer-
cises in the Black Sea. Both parties have decided to improve
trade relations to the level of $100 billion annually. Thus, as
Azerbaijan’s big brother, Ankara may play the Russian card in
pushing Baku into Moscow’s embrace. Also, Turkey has a role to
play if and when Mr. Putin decides to control the region of Ajaria
in Georgia because Turkey has more clout in that province than
the Tbilisi central government.

The East-West confrontation has been exacerbating the web of
conflicts in the Caucasus and the Yerevan government has to nav-
igate very cautiously through those stormy waters.

The bare fact is that Armenia has almost no leverage over the
situation in the region which will determine its destiny. The only
option that Armenia has is to have the internal cohesion to face
the tremendous odds.

The Caucasus has historically been a complex region, and this
time around is no exception.

Let us hope for the best as the storm gathers around Armenia.
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COMMENTARY

Republican Congressional
Majority Casts Dark Shadow on
Armenian Interests

Nearly all congressional candidates nationwide who sup-
ported Armenian-American issues were victorious during
the November 4 elections. The outcome was similarly posi-
tive for other candidates running in state and local races.
Consequently, the Armenian National Committee of
America (ANCA) announced that more than 95 percent of
its endorsed candidates had been successful.

Although both Republicans and Democrats have tradi-
tionally supported Armenian-American issues, there are
some dark clouds looming over Armenian lobbying efforts
in Washington due to major changes in the new Congress,
which take effect in January 2015, during the critical
Centennial Year of the Armenian Genocide.

Several key pro-Armenian Democratic Senators will lose
their leadership positions as a result of the new Republican
majority. For example, Sen. Robert Menendez (D-NJ), rated
A+ on Armenian issues by ANCA, will no longer chair the
Foreign Relations Committee. He will be replaced by Sen.
Robert Corker (R-TN), rated D+ by ANCA, one of five

Republican Senators who voted against the Armenian
Genocide Resolution in the Foreign Relations Committee
last April. In addition, Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid
(D-NV), rated A by ANCA, will become Minority Leader. He
will be replaced by Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-KY), rated C+
and endorsed for reelection by ANCA. Sen. McConnell has
voted positively on some Armenian issues.

The picture is not any brighter on the House side, in
terms of the position of its top leadership on Armenian-
American issues. Speaker John Boehner (R-OH), who saw
a major surge in his party’s majority, had announced dur-
ing a recent visit to Ankara that the House of
Representatives will not deal with the Armenian Genocide
issue. No wonder ANCA gave him a C rating. A glimmer of
hope is House Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-CA),
rated B- and endorsed by ANCA for reelection, who has
maintained close contacts with his Armenian constituents.
Fortunately, Cong. Ed Royce (R-CA), rated A+ and
endorsed by ANCA, will still Chair the important Foreign
Affairs Committee.

It is not surprising that the Turkish media has been
gloating over the congressional election results.
“Republicans favor Turkey on Armenian issue,” was one of
the headlines in Sabah, a Turkish newspaper. Reporter
Ragip Soylu wrote: “Some changes within the Senate will
help Turkey’s distasteful experience with Congress.” The
“removal” of Senator Menendez from chairmanship of the
Foreign Relations Committee “will help Turkey’s uncom-
fortable and weak position in the Senate.” The reporter
went on to call the continued Republican control of the
House “more good news for Turkey as House Speaker John
Boehner has already promised to not bring up the
Armenian issue to the executive agenda of the chamber.
‘Congress won’t get involved in this issue. We don’t write

history, we are not historians,’ he reportedly said during his
visit to Ankara in April 2014.”

In another Sabah article, Ilnur Cevik confidently wrote:
“Turkey’s fortunes are not so bad,” in the face of “the like-
ly problems posed by the advent of the 100th year since the
1915 incidents regarding the Armenians during Ottoman
times.” Cevik described Republicans not as “combative” on
the Armenian issue as Democrats “who are dying to
appease the Armenian lobby in the U.S. and thus would be
more receptive to a tough worded motion regarding
Armenians, especially in 2015 when the 100th year of the
events during World War I when Armenians living under
Ottoman rule were killed and the Armenians called this
controversially a genocide.”

Another Turkish publication, “World Bulletin,” cheerful-
ly headlined its report: “Republican Victory in US Congress
Benefits Turkey.” The article pointed out that “a Democrat-
led Senate’s Foreign Relations Committee would have been
a nightmare for Turkish-American relations, as it would
have come out with bills on Armenian claims of genocide
during the 1915 incidents in eastern Turkey.” Soner
Cagaptay, Director of Turkish Research Program at
Washington Institute for Near East Policy, confirmed the
pro-Turkish orientation of the new Senate, as “it has been
Republicans in the Senate who have blocked bills on geno-
cide claims against Turkey.” Another Turkish analyst, Kadir
Ustun, observed that the chance of passing a Congressional
Resolution on the Armenian Genocide “is now lower than
ever, as the Republicans are in control of Congress.”

It is now incumbent upon Armenian-Americans who have
strong ties with Republican Congressional leaders to con-
vince them to uphold Armenian initiatives, while exposing
Turkey’s support for ISIS terrorists who threaten US
national interests in the Middle East.

My Turn
By Harut Sassounian

Difficult Times for the
Turkish ‘Lion that
Roared’

In politics, and much more so in international politics, conducted in
an anarchic and competitive area of constant deception and continu-
ous fluidity, the roar of a lion is never univocal. It may mean that some-
where around and nearby there is a lion urgently seeking its next prey
or that somewhere around there is someone pretending to be “king of
the jungle.”

Turkey is currently in the “eye of the storm.” The structural changes
taking place in Syria and
Iraq and the rise of
Islamic jihadists pose a
continuous source of fric-
tion on Ankara’s eastern
borders. Also, the Kurdish

issue is now essentially open, for whatever that may mean for the
strategic considerations of the region.

The rupture of relations with Egypt, due to Turkey’s support and
funding of the Muslim Brotherhood in that country, the strong
alliance between Greece, Israel and Cyprus due to enormous oil and
gas findings in their territorial waters, but also the distance Saudi
Arabia maintains from Ankara mainly because the Royal House of
Saud does not very positively eye Ahmet Davutoglu’s Neo-
Ottomanism, all together create a situation in the Eastern
Mediterranean which does not offer any chances for opportunism by
Sultan Erdogan’s White Palace.

To these conditions we can add the following parameter: the US is
clearly troubled by Ankara’s bravado, mostly because it finds that once
again, after 2003, they cannot count on Turkey’s help at a critical
moment. Turkish policy has always had its own “agenda,” which, after
the Cold War, has greatly varied from that of North Atlantic Treaty
Organization, and this situation has become worse since Erdogan’s
and the Islamists of the AKP rise to power.

The constant “roars” by Ankara should certainly not pass unnoticed
by Athens, Nicosia or Yerevan. Greeks and Armenians, however,
should be aware that the international arena does not reward bullies
when opposite them are calm and well prepared actors. The totality of
Greeks and Armenians around the world is not of a meaningless size,
particularly in North America, and can play a very diplomatic and
strategic role in the resolution of existing conflicts.

Persistence is needed in building a modern deterrent strategy which
would eliminate the phobias instilled in our Greek and Armenian soci-
eties of what Turkey may or may not do to achieve their expansionis-
tic purposes. We need determination towards this problematic neigh-
bor, who in recent years has become accustomed to “roar” and get
what he wants. The ongoing fluidity of the international political
scene, however, prevents countries like Armenia from holding rigid
positions on matters such as the embargo, Karabagh and even official
recognition of the Genocide by Turkey. This ongoing phenomenon of
fluidity becomes visible also from last week’s report by the Central
Bank of Turkey announcing a bigger increase in the country’s infla-
tion of 8.9 percent which it had forecast last July with serious eco-
nomic repercussions following soon.

Difficult times are, indeed, on the way for the “roaring lion”………

By Miran P. Sarkissian

By Raffi Bedrosyan

The date November 2, 1918 is an important turning
point in Turkish, German and Armenian history.

Three days after the Navy Minister of Ottoman
Turkey signed the Mudros Armistice aboard the British
warship Agamemnon on October 30, 1918 and accept-
ing defeat in the First World War, a German submarine
picked up three persons from three different port loca-
tions in Istanbul and spirited them to Sevastopol in
Crimea, and then to Germany. Who were these three
persons running away from Istanbul in the middle of
the night?

They were the leaders of the Ottoman government —
Talat, Enver and Cemal, the triumvirate which led
Ottoman Turkey into the First World War, causing the
deaths of millions of Ottoman citizens, the disappear-
ance of the Ottoman Empire and the deliberate annihi-
lation of the Armenian people from the lands that they
had inhabited for four thousand years. Their imperialis-
tic dreams of creating an all Turkic Empire called Turan
stretching from Europe to Caucasus, Middle East and
into Central Asia, manipulated and encouraged by
Germany at the expense of Great Britain and Russia,
had failed miserably. Hundreds of thousands of
Ottoman Army conscripts had died and millions of civil-
ian Moslems displaced for the sake of this dream; 1.5
million Armenians regarded as an obstacle to this
dream were killed outright or driven to desert for a slow
death. Both Turkish and world public opinion had
branded these three persons as “most wanted men and
criminals against humanity.” German intelligence
reports circulated that these three persons would be
immediately arrested and hung from street light poles
as soon as the Allied occupation forces landed in
Istanbul. German leaders who had encouraged the
Ottomans to enter the war for their own imperialistic
dreams, and who had turned a blind eye to the system-
atic slaughter of the Armenians during the war, were
now afraid that these three persons would start
‘singing’ upon arrest, would rightly or wrongly blame
the Germans for their excesses, and would shift respon-
sibility for the crimes against humanity onto the
Germans themselves. Therefore, an escape plan was
hatched for these three persons.

On the night of November 2, 1018, the German boat
first picked up Talat, Istanbul governor Bedri and five
others from the port of Moda on the Asian shores of
Istanbul. The password used to let the Turks come
aboard the boat was ‘Enver’. Then the boat sailed to
Arnavutkoy on the European side to pick up Enver and
a few other Ittihat and Terakki Party leaders. Following
north on the Bosphorus, the boat had a final stop at
Istinye for Cemal, before sailing into the Black Sea
toward Crimea.

Starting in May 1919, these three persons were
tried in abstentia by a Turkish military tribunal in
Istanbul for ‘treason, war crimes, and crimes against
civilians’. On July 5, 1919, the court sentenced all
three to be executed. Of course, they were nowhere to
be found in Turkey. And it was left to the Armenians
to carry out the death sentences through Operation
Nemesis, named after the Goddess of Revenge in
Greek mythology. Talat was executed in Berlin in
1921, Cemal in Tbilisi in 1922, and Enver in Bukhara
in 1922. Other Ittihat and Terakki mass murderers
also met justice by Armenian operations, most notably
Bahattin Shakir, leader of the Special Organization
(Teskilat-i Mahsusa), who organized the actual imple-
mentation of the deportations and mass murders
employing convicted murderers released from prisons
for this purpose, and Cemal Azmi, governor of
Trabzon, who organized mass drownings of the
Armenians of the Black Sea region by taking them to
sea in boats and overturning them.

It is interesting that for almost a hundred years, the
official history books of the Turkish state portrays
Britain, Russia and France as imperialistic powers, with
Ottoman Turkey heroically fighting against them, with-
out once mentioning that Ottoman Turkey itself was an
imperialistic entity, whose blindly ambitious leaders
sent millions of its citizens to death without blinking an
eye. The official history books of the Turkish state still
portrays these three treacherous cowards who ran away
as soon as the war was lost, as national heroes with
their names given to dozens of neighborhoods, schools,
streets and mosques. The official history books of the
Turkish state still do not mention how much property
and assets these three persons and their followers stole
from the Armenians. In fact, the Turkish state has
passed legislation awarding houses and assets of mur-
dered Armenians to the families and heirs of these three
persons and other executed Ittihat and Terakki leaders
as ‘blood money,’ and they continue receiving payments
to this day. The denialist policy of the Turkish state was
not challenged by the brainwashed past generations
within Turkey. But today, civil society and enlightened
citizens of Turkey have started to see the truth and
more importantly, have started to pressure the govern-
ment to see the truth, if not for empathizing with the
Armenian victims, but for the sake of stopping the
embarrassment to themselves as Turkish citizens
caused by the lies and denials.

(Raffi Bedrosyan is a civil engineer and concert
pianist, living in Toronto. He has donated concert and
CD proceedings to infrastructure projects in Armenia
and Karabagh, in which he has also participated as an
engineer. He helped organize the reconstruction of
the Surp Giragos Diyarbakir/Dikranagerd Church
and the first Armenian reclaim of church properties in
Anatolia after 1915. He gave the first piano concert in
the Surp Giragos Church since 1915.)

Cowardly End for ‘Heroes’ of Ottoman Turkey
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