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Russian businessman, as well as political 
and public figure German Sterligov has 
recommended Russia’s Krasnodar residents 
to visit Karabakh. He made this suggestion 
during the presentation of the 5th volume of 
his book on the History of Russia, called “From 
Adam to Putin,” News.am reports, according 

Sterligov Recommends Russians to 
Visit Karabakh

During the 16th session of Armenia-European 
Union Cooperation Council held in Brussels 
headed by Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Armenia Edward Nalbandian EU reconfirmed 
that the current status quo in NKR conflict is 

Remembrance event dedicated to the 9th 
anniversary of the murder of IstanbulArmenian 
journalist, founder and editor in chief of 
“Agos” newspaper Hrant Dink took place in 
Yerevan. “A New Awakening” NGO operating 
in Istanbul and “Hrant Dink” foundation 
conducted a petition at the Yerevan 
Municipality aimed at naming one of Yerevan 
streets after Hrant Dink. Dozens of citizens 
joint the petition. After conducting a silent 
assembly for nearly one hour at the Yerevan 
Municipality, the organizers submitted a 
request to the Yerevan Municipality calling 
to name one of the streets of Yerevan after 
Hrant Dink.
In an interview with “Armenpress”, Yerevan 
representative of “A New Awakening” NGO 
Nshan Kyuregh mentioned with sorrow 

“Motherland”, “Dashnaktsutyun, “Democracy”, 
“Movement-88″and “Renaissance” factions 
of the Nagorno Karabakh Republic National 
Assembly released a joint statement about 
PACE’s anti-Armenian reports, the press service 
of the Nagorno-Karabakh Republic National 
Assembly informed.
“The inclusion of the two draft resolutions 
based on Robert Walter’s report “Escalation 
of violence in Nagorno-Karabakh and other 
occupied territories of Azerbaijan,” and Milica 
Marković’s report “Inhabitants of frontier 
regions of Azerbaijan are deliberately deprived 
of water” in the agenda of the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) Winter 
Session has caused major public concern in 
Artsakh as well as among the political forces 
represented in the National Assembly.
The Karabakhi side has always been willing 
to cooperate with international structures; 
however, we deem unacceptable prejudiced 
and tendentious reports and the language 
referred therein. It is obvious that, in violation 
of the norms and principles of the PACE, 
aforementioned reports and draft resolutions 
reflect solely the views of one party to the conflict 
i. e., Azerbaijan, and ignore the proposals of the 
Armenian sides as well as the position of the 
OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairmanship, the only 
international mediation structure mandated to 
deal with the conflict between Azerbaijan and 
Karabakh.
Against the background of the growing tensions 
along the Line of Contact between the armed 
forces of Azerbaijan and Karabakh, adoption 
of resolutions supporting the bellicose stance 

to Yerkramas.
According to Sterligov, people in Karabakh 
have retained their best human traits and are 
happy to welcome not only guests, especially 
from Russia, but also each other.
Apart from this, the businessman called 
Karabakh the most secure place on the planet.

“There is no criminality in Karabakh: a child 
with valuable property can go from one end of 
Stepanakert to another at night and nothing 
will happen to him,” he said.
Sterligov especially stressed the ecological 
cleanness of the region, where “water can still 
be drunk from rivers.”
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inadmissible.
As “Armenpress” reports, EU official 
website informs about the aforementioned. 
“European Union reconfirmed that NKR 
conflict’s peaceful resolution remains to stay 
a priority for EU. The issue of safety on the 
contact line and on the international border 
between Armenia and Azerbaijan is a serious 
matter of concern. EU again calls for restraint 
and reiterates its support for the peace 
process mediated by the OSCE Minsk Group 
directed to the resolution of the conflict. It 
encourages the future dialogue between 
the presidents of Armenia and Azerbaijan,” 
EU report reads emphasizing that European 
Union stands ready to continue to support 
peacekeeping missions in the future as well.

of Azerbaijan will allow Baku authorities to 
continually disregard the proposals made by 
the OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs to reduce 
tension and can also be interpreted by it as a 
carte blanche to resolve the conflict through 
the use of force.
Any predisposed action, which has not been 
discussed and agreed in advance with the 
mandated international mediators, might upset 
the fragile balance and lead to unleashing a 
full-scale war.
In view of the aforesaid and considering the 
Council of Europe a leading organization 
protecting human rights and fundamental 
freedoms, as well as promoting the principles 
of legal state and the rule of law;
We, Members of the Nagorno Karabakh 
Republic National Assembly representing all 
parliamentary factions,
Call upon our distinguished colleagues in the 
Parliamentary Assembly, to respect the Council 
of Europe’s goals and missions and to refrain 
from adopting documents that will jeopardize 
the stability and peace in the region.”

Over 2015, 57 deaths of military servicemen 
in Armenian Armed Forces and NKR Defense 

Army has been registered, according to the 
data published by Armenian Defense Ministry 
spokesman Artsrun Hovhannisyan.
“Taking into account various figures regularly 
voiced in the media field and their sometimes 
illegal misuse, we decided to presented the 
deaths in the Armed Forces in 2015 as 
classified by their causes”, wrote Artsrun 
Hovhannisyan.
“The main reasons for the servicemen’s 
deaths are the killings on the contact line 
(snipers’ firing, subversive and other actions) 
– 38 deaths, car accidents- 2, diseases – 
2, murders- 1, suicide and cases of forcing 
suicides – 6, accidents – 4, deaths caused 
by violation of military service rules and blast 
of a mortar – 1”, the spokesman reported.

that no large¬scale events or protests are 
conducted in Armenia on the remembrance 
days of Hrant Dink. “It would be very desirable 
if the political parties of Armenia organize 
events or protests dedicated to the memory 
of Hrant Dink on these days, like it happens 
in Istanbul. Now our goal is to success in 
naming one of Yerevan streets after Hrant 
Dink, because we do not hear the name of 
Hrant Dink very frequently in Armenia. I would 
like very much that in 2017, which is the 10th 
anniversary of Dink’s death, political parties 
of Armenia become more active and organize 
large¬scale activities”, he said.
After submitting the results of the petition 
and the request to the Municipality, the 
participants walked in the direction of the 
Republican Square. Participants of the event 

reached Mashtots Avenue chanting “Armenia 
remembers you”, “We are all Hrant”, “Street, 
struggle, freedom” from where they took 
the direction to the Republican Square 
from Amiryan Street. Petition went on at the 
Republican Square. Numerous citizens joint 
it. The event dedicated to the memory of 
Hrant Dink ended at the Republican Square 
with a candle¬lighting ceremony.

The Development Foundation of Armenia jointly 
with 6 travel agencies will introduce Armenia 

As reports Hayern Aysor, correspondent for 
Aleppo’s Kantsasar Weekly Hovig Shehirian, 
gathering information from the locals, has reported 
that the Saint KevorK Church of the Ghnemieh 
village, which was liberated by the Syrian army on 
21 January, was partially damaged while being 
under the control of armed terrorist groups.
The armed terrorists lowered the cross on the 

in an international tourism trade fair in Madrid 
called “Fitur 2016”, which will take place from 
January 20-24. Over 9,500 travel companies 
and about 125,000 specialists engaged in 
the sector from 65 countries will participate in 
the fair this year. The number of the visitors of 
the tourism trade fair is expected to surpass 
220,000.
As “Armenpress” reports, the companies will 
introduce the rich culture and Christian heritage, 
as well as tourist attractions of Armenia and 
Artsakh with the support of the Development 

Foundation of Armenia. The latter is aimed 
at increasing tourist flows into two Armenian 
republics.
The Executive Director of the Development 
Foundation of Armenia Arman Khachatryan 
said that meetings and business format round 
table discussions are expected in the framework 
of the trade fair. He also informed that the 
representatives of the Armenian companies will 
discuss options for cooperation with their foreign 
colleagues, putting emphasis on increasing the 
flow of European, mainly Spanish tourists.

church and damaged the church hall, but the 
church remains standing.
Let us add that Ghnemieh was an Armenian-
populated village where the Saint KevorK 
Armenian Apostolic Church is located and built in 
1875 by the local villagers. However, according to 
the local elders’ testimonies, it was renovated in 
1875, and the history of the church traces back to 

nearly 300 years.
In 1959, Archbishop Ghevond Chepeyan planned 
the construction of the dilapidated church. The 
official groundbreaking ceremony was held on 
9 August 1959, and the newly built church was 
consecrated on 31 July 1960 by Archbishop 
Ghevond Chepeyan. In 1997, the cupola was 
renovated by the Armenian Diocese of Aleppo.
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Aghavni Kevranian: “Before, my Homeland was a Dream, 
but Now, Aleppo, my Sweet Hometown is a Dream”

“Everyone was Amazed at How we Armenians were 
Granted a Church in Central Prague”

Turkey was First Country to 
Recognize The Armenian 

Genocide — in 1918
By Harut Sassounian

By Karine Avagyan

By Gohar Hakobyan
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The Armenian Genocide is rarely discussed 
in the Turkish Parliament; and even rarer are 
statements calling for its recognition.
On January 14, 2016, two of the three 
recently elected Armenian members of the 
Turkish Parliament boldly dared to raise 
the issue of the Armenian Genocide in their 
parliamentary remarks.
Selina Dogan, representing the opposition 
Kemalist CHP Party (Republican People’s 
Party), made the following statement in 
Parliament: “Since this issue concerns not 
only Armenians but also Turkey, therefore, it 
should be raised in the Turkish Parliament 
and not in other parliaments. Otherwise, 
on every April 24, we will continue making 
trite statements and hastily rid this topic 
from our minds. I am convinced that none 
of us is interested in doing so. I would like to 
remind you that during a 2015 public rally 
in Erzurum, the Prime Minister clearly stated 
that the deportation is a Crime against 
Humanity.”
Garo Paylan, representing the Kurdish 
opposition HDP Party, then took the 
floor and also spoke about the Armenian 
Genocide: “One hundred years ago the 
Armenian people were uprooted and 
exterminated by a decision of the State. My 
family — grandfather and his family — also 
suffered from these events. My grandfather 
was orphaned, having lost both parents. 
I am from the generation of orphans and 
leftovers of the sword, living in this land. My 
race is massacred.”
As Paylan was speaking, several members 
of Parliament shouted in disapproval. Baki 
Shimshek, member of the ultra-nationalist 
opposition MHP Party, warned: “We are in 
the Turkish National Assembly. No one can 
say that genocide was committed. Such 
rudeness is unacceptable!”
Although this was an unusual discussion, 
it was not the first time that affirmative 
statements were made in the Turkish 
Parliament on the Armenian Genocide. In 
November 2014, Sebahat Tuncel of HDP 
Party proposed a resolution condemning 
the Armenian Genocide. Tuncel urged 
Pres. Erdogan to come to the Parliament 
to acknowledge and apologize for the 
Armenian Genocide and other mass crimes. 
The resolution also asked Erdogan to repeat 
his apology publicly at one of the sites of 
mass killings, and declare April 24 as an 
official Day of Mourning. In addition, the 
Parliament was requested to form a Truth 
Commission and make public all documents 
in state archives pertaining to these mass 
crimes. Finally, the proposed resolution 
sought moral and material restitution for 
descendants of the victims. Not surprisingly, 
Tuncel’s resolution was quickly suppressed, 

“Armenia was a dream for us, Mount 
Ararat-a fairy tale, and today, the dream has 
come true, and so has the fairy tale.”
Neither the Syrian-Armenians nor we, the 
citizens of Armenia, could ever imagine 
seeing such a wave of repatriation in our 
days. For Armenians living in different 
corners of the globe, just pronouncing the 
words ‘Armenia’ and ‘Homeland’ make them 
get emotional and feel longing that they can’t 
explain. For many, the Homeland is only a 
dream. Many Armenians have repatriated 
after having had that dream in their souls for 
many years and have settled in a new place, 
looking towards the shiny peak of Mount 
Ararat. Due to the Syrian war that seems to 
be endless and the danger posing a threat to 
their lives, many Syrian-Armenians settled 
in the Homeland, tried to start a new life 
and adapted to the new environment. Some 
found jobs, while others are still in search of 
jobs. Children go to kindergarten or attend 
schools. Most young Syrian-Armenians 
have gotten accepted to universities, and 
there is now a little ‘breath’ of Aleppo in 
Yerevan. The multitalented Syrian-Armenian 
girls and women continue embroidering, 
making handmade items, as well as dishes 
and pastry that we locals had heard a lot 
about and have sometimes tasted. Indeed, 
handmade items are part of the culture to 
preserve the Armenian family. Once again, 
as I entered the home of a Syrian-Armenian 
family, I was no longer amazed to see works 
on the table and the sofa that didn’t seem 
to have been made by hand. Once again, I 
smelled the ‘scent’ of the tradition. Yes, the 
‘scent’ of the Armenian tradition…
I engaged in an interesting and perhaps 
a little sad conversation with the bride, 
Aghavni Kevranian and her mother-in-law, 
Mrs. Marie Setrakian.
Aghavni Kevranian: We have been living in 
Armenia for the past five months. We waited 
a long time for the war to end, but it didn’t. 
The eldest of my two daughters was already 
about to finish the 12th grade and was going 
to leave our district to receive her higher 
education, and it was very dangerous. My 
younger daughter was still in middle school. 
My husband, Aram Attarian is an engine 
expert. He was the only breadwinner, and we 
were all safe. Later, we began to experience 
fear and went into panic that seemed endless 
during the Syrian war. We decided to come to 
the Homeland, which we had been hearing 
about since childhood. Armenia was a dream 
for us, and Mount Ararat-a fairy tale. Today, 
the dream has come true, and so has the 
fairy tale. They are very close to our hearts, 

In an interview with Aravot newspaper, 
pastor of Hungary, the Czech Republic and 
Slovakia, Archimandrite Barsegh Pilavchyan 
viewed the Armenian community of the Czech 
Republic as a community with potential and 
perspectives. As far as his pastorship is 
concerned, he says it’s easy to serve God no 
matter where you are, if you love your job.
His Holiness was appointed a decade ago 
and remembers when he set foot in Prague. 
He didn’t know anyone and only had the 
phone number of an Armenian whom he 
also didn’t know. On 11 November 2015, 
Prague’s 14th century Holy Spirit Catholic 
Church was transferred to the parish 
community of the St. Gregory the Illuminator 
Armenian Apostolic Church for use for an 
indefinite period. His Holiness is pleased 
to state that the Armenian community 
established by Armenians of the post-Soviet 
area have close ties with the church and are 
attached to their roots, adding that there 
are also Armenians who might not have 
close ties with the church, but try to make 
efforts to help people become attached to 
the church.
According to the pastor, among the members 
of the Armenian community of the Czech 
Republic are highly intellectual people, 
university students, as well as numerous 
artists and businesspeople. “The Republic 
of Armenia opened its embassy in Prague 
five years ago. We have achieved quite a 
lot of successes through collaboration with 
the embassy. The Armenian community also 
has a magazine called “Orer”, the editor-in-
chief of which is our friend Hakob Asatryan. 
We have an Armenian Saturday school, 
which is administered by the local church’s 
benefactors, the youth union and several 
organizations, including the Czech-Armenian 
Cultural Society, the “Urartu” Union, the 
“Armenia” Club and more. To put it shortly, 
we’re quite successful in different areas. We 
try to combine the efforts of Czech-Armenian 

never to see the light of day again!
As I reported over a year ago, Tuncel’s 
proposal was not the first time that a 
resolution was submitted to the Turkish 
Parliament to recognize the Armenian 
Genocide. On November 4, 1918, the newly-
constituted Ottoman Turkish Parliament 
discussed at length the crimes committed 
by the Young Turk Government, after a 
motion was presented stating: “A population 
of one million people guilty of nothing except 
belonging to the Armenian nation were 
massacred and exterminated, including 
even women and children.” In response, 
Minister of Interior Ali Fethi Okyar declared: 
“It is the intention of the government to cure 
every single injustice done up until now, as 
far as the means allow, to make possible the 
return to their homes of those sent into exile, 
and to compensate for their material loss as 
far as possible.”
As a result of this motion, a Parliamentary 
Investigative Committee was set up to 
collect all relevant documents describing 
the actions of those responsible for what 
was then called, “Armenian deportations 
and massacres.” The evidence was turned 
over to the Turkish Military Tribunal and 
those found guilty were hanged or given 
lengthy prison sentences.
In addition to this parliamentary motion, we 
need to recall the words of Kemal Ataturk, 
first President of the Republic of Turkey, who 
was quoted by the Los Angeles Examiner on 
August 1, 1926, as stating: “These leftovers 
from the former Young Turk Party who should 
have been made to account for the lives of 
millions of our Christian subjects who were 
ruthlessly driven en masse from their homes 
and massacred.”
The combination of the 1918 Parliamentary 
motion, the guilty verdicts of the Turkish 
Military Tribunals, and the damning words 
of President Kemal Ataturk qualify Turkey 
as the first country that recognized the 
Armenian Genocide!
Consequently, rather than seeking 
recognition of the Armenian Genocide 
by Turkey, Armenians should demand 
restitution for all their losses, as promised 
98 years ago by Minister of Interior Fethi 
Okyar!
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Press Release

and they are very cordial. Armenia is heaven. 
If only the economy gets better…I continue 
to sew and embroider…I design my works. 
I embroidered the Holy Etchmiadzin and 
the Armenian alphabet. I also knit blouses, 
toys for a Christmas tree and other toys and 
slippers for children. I also attend tourism 
courses. My elder daughter studies at the 
University of Engineering, and my younger 
daughter is in the 9th grade at Yeghishe 
Charents School. I pay my elder daughter’s 
tuition through charities. My husband works 
as an electrician, and my mother-in-law knits 
and makes meals. This is how we live. I want 
to be honest and say that after the war, we 
will return to our beloved hometown, but we 
will also build a house here so that we can 
always be in touch with Armenia. From now 
on, it will be hard for us to live far away from 
Armenia. We have a house and relatives 
in Aleppo where there are schools and 
historic and cultural monuments…We miss 
Aleppo a lot. Words can’t describe…I can’t 
say which has a bigger place in my heart 
and soul-Armenia or Aleppo…My hometown 
and the Homeland are dear to me. I was 
born in Aleppo, and have always dreamed of 
Armenia with longing. Before, my Homeland 
was a dream, but now, Aleppo, my sweet 

hometown is a dream.
Marie Setrakian: We live with hope that 
Syria will flourish again and peace will be 
reestablished someday. I have a son and two 
daughters. One of my daughters is in Spain, 
and the other is in Lebanon. My daughter’s 
family lived in Italy for 20 years, moved to 
Lebanon and purchased a house there, 
but the war broke out about two months 
later, and my son-in-law decided that they 
would go back to Italy. It is the destiny of 
an Armenian…We came to the Homeland, 
which we had longed for very much. There is 
only one Homeland, and it is irreplaceable, 
just like a parent. Fifty years ago when many 
people would visit the Homeland, I would 
ask visitors to bring me a palm of soil from 
the Homeland. Now, I am standing on the 
land that I wanted. Lucky is the person who 
has a Homeland! Who cares about a person 
without a homeland?
…And this is how our Syrian-Armenian 
compatriots live, embroidering and weaving 
with the longing for the hometown that 
‘smells’ like sweetness ‘falling’ from the sky, 
with the hope for the present and the future 
that is coming again.

Hayernaysor.am

intellectuals and businesspeople to solve 
all the problems together,” the pastor of 
Hungary, the Czech Republic and Slovakia 
said.
We asked His Holiness when the last time 
a wedding or baptism ceremony took place 
at an Armenian church, to which Father 
Barsegh said the Holy Spirit Church hosted 
two baptism ceremonies and one wedding 
ceremony last year, and the wedding 
ceremony was actually held on December 
25th. Father Barsegh hopes those who 
were baptized and got married at the church 
remember that they were baptized or wed at 
the Holy Spirit Church in Prague.
Our interlocutor informed that the Armenian 
community of the Czech Republic had 
established wonderful relations with 
Cardinal Dominique Duca of the Czech 
Republic over the past four to five years 
and that it was thanks to him that the 
Holy Spirit Church, which is located right 
in the heart of Prague, was granted to the 
Armenian Apostolic Church for an indefinite 
period. “We worked quite hard. It seemed 
impossible, and everyone was amazed at 
how we Armenians were granted a church 
in central Prague. We express our gratitude 
to Cardinal Duca for his generosity towards 
the Armenians that helped us achieve such 
a result. In fact, the Armenian community 
also has a cross-stone in Prague, which was 
unveiled in the presence of the President 
of the Republic of Armenia. The site for the 
cross-stone was also provided by Cardinal 
Duca.”
We asked Father Barsegh if there are 
Armenians who don’t a word in Armenian, 
but like visiting the Armenian church. The 
clergyman said they are mainly the youth of 
the new generation of Armenians and stated 
that, in this sense, the situation in the Czech 
Republic is better than in the Armenian 
communities of Germany where Armenians 
have a lower level of Armenian language 
proficiency. We asked him if there had 
been wedding ceremonies in case of mixed 

marriages. “Eighty percent of marriages are 
mixed and are mainly held at the Armenian 
Apostolic Church. Since we already witness 
such things, and since people have to get 
married, we try to at least keep it within the 
church. We can’t be strict against them; 
otherwise, they will avoid the community and 
the church. It is our generosity that allows 
people to establish more contacts with us 
and preserve the Armenian identity.”
Since the discrepancies between traditional 
Armenian political parties and organizations 
of the Diaspora often have a negative impact 
on an Armenian community, we asked if 
there was such a situation in the Czech 
Republic. “The members of our community 
are very happy that there are no political 
parties,” Father Barsegh said, smiling. In 
the end, he wished to see the homeland so 
strong that no Armenian would ever leave. 
He also wished for peace on the border and 
that people work and live the good life. As for 
those abroad, he wished that they do their 
best to help Armenia advance.

Prague-Yerevan
Aravot

RA Minister of Diaspora Hranush Hakobyan 
participated in the consultation summing 
up the results of the activities carried out 
by the Ministries of Defense, Education and 
Science, Sport and Youth Affairs, Culture, 
Diaspora, Health, Territorial Administration 
and Emergency Situations of the Republic 
of Armenia and the Police of the Republic of 
Armenia for military and patriotic education 
in 2015.
During the consultation, the mentioned 
government agencies delivered annual 
reports on the events and activities that 
were organized and carried out last year 
with the purpose of raising the military spirit 
and the patriotic spirit of Armenian youth.
The Minister of Diaspora awarded active 
members of the Union of Volunteer Land 
Defenders NGO Ara Ketikyan, Liparit 
Tigranyan, Hamlet Hayrapetyan, Seyran 

RA Minister Of Diaspora Participated 
In Consultation Summing Up The 
Results Of The Activities For Military 
And Patriotic Education At The RA 
Ministry Of Defense

Tsaturyan, Arman Grigoryan and Vardan 
Vardanyan with certificates of the Ministry 
of Diaspora of the Republic of Armenia 
for contributing to the development of the 
Armenia-Diaspora partnership, as well 
as for their contributions to providing the 
generations with a military and patriotic 
education.
Editor of the “Hayern Aysor” (Armenians 
Today) online newspaper of the RA Ministry 
of Diaspora Nayiri Meguerditchian was 
granted the Land Defender of Armenia 
Commemorative Medal of the Union of 
Volunteer Land Defenders, and Head of 
the Department of Information of the 
Homeland-Diaspora Center SNCO Astghik 
Asatryan was granted the certificate of the 
RA Ministry of Defense for their professional 
advancement in and fruitful efforts for the 
patriotic education of the young generation.
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Haigazian University Hosts the British Lebanese 
Business Group (BLBG)
Haidostian Lectures on “The Armenian Contribution 
to Lebanon: Challenges and Lessons”

Armenian Bar Association 
Embarks on Mission to Gain 
Recognition of Artsakh

Armenian American Museum 
Briefings Attract Large Audiences

Acting Patriarch of Istanbul Stresses Importance of 
Mass Celebration in Van

Event Dedicated to Anniversary of The Armenian 
Massacres in Azerbaijan Held in US State of Rhode Island

Diaspora News

The Armenian Bar Association’s 17 member 
Board of Governors has passed a resolution 
stating that an official policy of the organization 
is to help secure international recognition of 
the Nagorno-Karabakh Republic (Artsakh 
Republic) as an independent, sovereign state 
under international law.
To emphasize the Armenian Bar Association’s 
commitment to secure under international 
law the right of self-determination of the 
citizens of the Artsakh Republic, the Board 
passed a further resolution which for the first 
time in its twenty-six year history, amended 
its mission statement to read as follows:
“A fundamental organizational purpose of the 
Armenian Bar Association is a commitment 
to take any and all steps permitted under 
international law to secure the recognition 
of the independence of the Artsakh Republic 
and to protect the right to self-determination 
of the people of the Artsakh Republic as 
guaranteed under international law.”
The resolutions were initially proposed by 
Chairman Ex-officio Armen K. Hovanissian, 

The Armenian American Museum held three 
Glendale-based community forums to share 
the vision for the Museum and encourage 
community-driven feedback. All events have 
hosted a full house of local residents, community 
members, and supporters. The events provided 
an overview of the project and an update on the 
status of the feasibility studies.
“It is our priority to create a positive relationship 
with neighboring residents of the proposed 
Museum site in addition to promoting the synergy 
and educational experiences the Museum will 
create with the Glendale Community College and 
Civic Auditorium,” stated Armenian American 
Museum executive committee chairman Berdj 
Karapetian. “Although the proposed location 
has met both positive and negative feedback, 
there is overwhelming support for the Museum 
and basing it in Glendale.”
The proposed location of the Museum on the 
corner of Verdugo Road and Mountain Street 
adjacent to the Civic Auditorium and across the 
street from the Glendale Community College, 
has generated objections from residents who 
do not want anything built on the 74,000 square 
feet parking lot. “Some opponents want to 
see the museum built in downtown Glendale 
because they are concerned that visitors to the 
museum will cause traffic congestion on the 
streets leading to their residences and activities 
at the museum will generate a large number of 
attendees,” added Karapetian.
The Exclusive Negotiating Agreement with the 
City of Glendale requires the performance of 
a California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
Initial Study to evaluate the impact of the 
Museum on traffic, noise, air quality, geology, 
aesthetics, public services, population/housing, 
cultural resources and 10 other environmental 
factors.
The Armenian American Museum Governing 
Board has already initiated environmental 
assessments, geotechnical studies, as well as 

On January 19, 2016, Haigazian University 
hosted the British Lebanese Business 
Group (BLBG), around a lecture entitled: 
“The Armenian Contribution to Lebanon: 
Challenges and Lessons”, delivered by 
University President, Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian.
Chairman of the Group, Graham Ball, 
welcomed the audience composed of a rich 
mix of Lebanese and British professionals, 
thanking the kind gesture of Haigazian 
University for hosting their inaugural meeting 
of the year 2016.

In his inspiring presentation, Haidostian 
explained the strong affinity of all Armenians 
to Lebanon, the characteristics of a unique 
ethnic community and the contributions of 
the Lebanese Armenians to this multi-cultural 
country from a historical perspective, in 
addition to the introduction of the heritage of 
prominent Armenian figures who have had a 
pioneering impact on the Lebanese cultural, 
political and scientific arenas. 
Through the aid of visual materials, 
Haidostian further explained the historical 
relations and existence of Armenians in 
Lebanon and the region, dating back from 
King Tigran the Great in the 1st century BC, 
to the first Armenian pilgrims to the Holy 
Land of Jerusalem in the earliest centuries 
of Christianity, to the Armenian Catholic 
presence in the region of Keserwan and the 
foundation of the Bzommar Monastery in 
1771, until the post-Genocide mass migration 
of Armenians during the World War I. 
Haidostian also shared the success story of 
Haigazian University, as the only Armenian-
owned University in the Armenian Diaspora, 

By Mira Yardemian
Public Relations Director

highlighting the critical and peaceful role it 
has played over 60 plus years in preparing 
and shaping the future of the Lebanese 
youth in a conciliatory atmosphere. He gave 
the example of the Haigazian Rocket Society 
established by the visionary Mathematics 
Professor, Manoug Manougian and his 
students in the early 1960s as an internal 
science project, which then was advanced 
further by the joint efforts of the Lebanese 
Army, to become a national project named 
the Lebanese Rocket Society. 
To name a few successful Armenians form 
a long list who had a strong impact on the 
collective heritage of the country, Haidostian 
shared the example of renowned psychiatrist, 
Lebanese Member of Parliament, Dr. Antranig 
Manougian, who was appointed as the first 
Lebanese Director of the Asfouriyye mental 
asylum. Also on the list were two famous 
architects, Haroutune Kalayan, known for his 
expertise in the restoration of the ancient 
ruins of Baalbeck and Anjar, and Mardiros 
Altounian for designing, among many 
other important structures, the Lebanese 
Parliament building in 1931, and the Abed 
Clock Tower in 1934.
Haidostian concluded his speech by reiterating 
the fact that Armenians in the Diaspora in 

Acting Armenian Patriarch of Istanbul Aram 
Ateshian has restrained the importance of 
the permission to celebrate Masses more 
frequently in the Armenian Church of the Holy 

On January 16, the screening of a 
documentary entitled “Century ¬old 
Genocide. Black January of Baku” was held 
in the capital city of the U.S. State of Rhode 
Island, Providence.
The event was organized jointly by the 
Cultural Committee of the St. Sahak 
and Mesrob Armenian Church, Rhode 
Island’s Memorial Committee, and the 
Armenian Refugees’ Social and Economic 
Development Association (ARSEDA). As 
“Armenpress” was informed from the 
press service of NKR MFA, Permanent 
Representative of the Nagorno Karabakh 
Republic to the USA Robert Avetisian, 
member of the Rhode Island House of 
Representatives Catherine Kazarian, 
representatives of St. Sahag and Mesrob 
Armenian Church, journalists, Armenian 
refugees from Baku, and representatives of 
the local Armenian community participated 
in the event dedicated to the anniversary of 
the Armenian pogroms in Azerbaijan.

general, and in Lebanon in particular, have 
shown a high degree of loyalty, eagerness to 
create and work in an atmosphere of freedom 
and entrepreneurship. They continue to serve 
as a live example of a nation that has turned 
tragedy into energy and opportunity for 
hard work, and while fully joining the socio-
political and national life of Lebanon, the 
Lebanese-Armenian community has always 
taken pride in preserving a strong sense of 
a multifaceted identity, and promoted its 
rich cultural heritage and the strength of its 
memory in the service of Lebanon. 
After an interactive Q & A session, and while 
enjoying the reception prepared for them, the 
guests continued networking and discussing 
while listening to live music presented by 
Haigazian students.

Cross on Akhtamar Island in Lake Van.
He said they are only able to hold a religious 
service only once a year due to the decreased 
number of participants and the situation in 
the region. He reminded that the September 
Mass was cancelled due to the armed 
clashes in the region.
“People will hardly be able to come here more 
than once a year. The number of participants 
went down from 1,000 to 500 in the past 
years. This decision brings no change for us. 
However, if some group arrives from abroad 
and asks for a Mass, we’ll be able to use this 
right,” the Acting Patriarch said. He added 
that in any case the annual Mass will be 
celebrated every year in the second week of 
September.
Since the region is under such complicated 

circumstances and the number of 
participants attending church has decreased, 
the permission to hold Mass more often at 
the church on Akhtamar Island will not have 
great impacts on the community.
The Turkish government had allowed Mass 
to be celebrated at the church on Akhtamar 
Island for the first time in 95 years in 2010. 
Since then, the Armenian Church of the 
Holy Cross was looking into the feasibility of 
holding Mass at the church frequently.
As a result, the church found out that it had 
to apply for permission and go through a 
process in order to hold religious services.
This was discovered after Turkish reports 
revealed that the Turkish government plans 
to increase fundamental rights of religious 
and ethnic minorities in Turkey.

After the screening, Artsakh’s representative 
in the USA Robert Avetisian, Rhode Island 
MP Catherine Kazarian, ARSEDA Chairman 
Garen Baghdasarian, and religious leaders 
delivered speeches. Member of the film’s 
creative team Haykaram Nahapetian 

presented the details of the documentary.
After his speech, NKR Permanent 
Representative Robert Avetisian answered 
the questions related to the Azerbaijani¬ 
Karabakh conflict, the negotiation process, 
and the problems of refugees.

Vice-Chair Saro K. Kerkonian, Co-Chairs of 
the Armenian Rights Watch Committee Garo 
B. Ghazarian and Karnig Kerkonian and 
past Chairman and long-standing Board of 
Governors member Edvin E. Minassian.
On the occasion of the passage of the 
historic resolution, Armenian Bar Association 
chairman, Harry H. Dikranian, of Montreal, 
Canada, stated that “Every day, with 
the utmost courage and determination, 
Armenian men and women are putting 
their lives on the line to defend their right, 
guaranteed under international law, to 
exercise their self-determination. Today, the 
members of the Armenian Bar Association 
vow to stand shoulder-to-shoulder with their 
brothers and sisters in Artsakh and offer 
their legal expertise to assist them in their 
just quest to seek international recognition 
of the territorial integrity and sovereignty 
of the Artsakh Republic. We encourage all 
Armenian organizations world-wide to join in 
this effort.”
The Armenian Bar Association is the largest 
organization of Armenian attorneys, judges, 
law professors and other legal professionals in 
the diaspora. Founded by Raffi Hovannisian in 
1989, for the past 26 years, through the work 
of its various committees, the Association 
has sought to promote the development of 
the rule of law in Armenia, defend the rights 
of Armenians anywhere through its Armenian 
Rights Watch Committee and provided free 
legal assistance to Armenian communities 
through the work of the Pro Bono Committee.

traffic and circulation evaluations needed for 
the CEQA Initial Study.
“We are committed to providing all community 
members and stakeholders with the results of 
our finding as we move forward in evaluating the 
feasibility of building the Armenian American 
Museum on the proposed site,” stated Outreach 
Director Tigranna Zakaryan. “Our team will 
continue engaging in an active dialogue with 
the community and furthering our outreach 
efforts to community-based organizations and 
individuals interested in the Armenian American 
Museum.”
Residents and community groups interested 
in hosting a presentation may further inquire 
by calling (844) 586-4626 or emailing info@
ArmenianAmericanMuseum.org
For more information on upcoming Community 
Forums and presentations, please visit:
http://www.armenianamericanmuseum.org/
events/
The Armenian American Museum is a developing 
project in Glendale, CA, with a mission to 
promote understanding and appreciation 
of America’s ethnic and cultural diversity by 
sharing the Armenian American experience. 
When completed, it will serve as a cultural 
campus that enriches the community, educates 
the public on the Armenian American story, 
and empowers individuals to embrace cultural 
diversity and speak out against prejudice.
The governing board of the Armenian American 
Museum consists of representatives from the 
following nine regional Armenian American 
institutions and organizations: Armenian 
Catholic Eparchy, Armenian Cultural Foundation, 
Armenian Evangelical Union of North America, 
Armenian General Benevolent Union – Western 
District, Armenian Relief Society – Western 
USA, Nor Or Charitable Foundation, Nor Serount 
Cultural Association, Western Diocese of the 
Armenian Church of North America, and Western 
Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church.



The National Archives of Armenia is 
preparing to release the documents related 
to properties of the Armenian Church in 
the 17th-19th centuries, as director of 
the National Archives of Armenia Amatuni 
Virabian told Aravot.am.

“In today’s terms, estate papers are the 
ownership documents that the Ottoman 
government would provide for lands and 
assets belonging to the Church. Today, it’s 
hard for us to specify which of those papers 
pertained to the Hierarchical See. There are 
200 papers in Ottoman Turkish, and each of 
them has a corresponding seal. The National 
Archives will publish the photo of a document 
in Ottoman Turkish and the Armenian version 
of that document. We are also thinking 
about publishing the Ottoman Turkish and 
English versions later. We initially wanted to 
publish the Ottoman Turkish versions of the 
estate papers.  There was a problem with 
translating certain toponyms into Armenian, 
but fortunately, we were able to do it,” 
Amatuni Virabian said.

Virabian noted that even though the 
estate papers for 200 churches have been 
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preserved, there were actually nearly 1,000 
Armenian churches in the territory of the 
entire Ottoman Empire. “Either we haven’t 
received all the estate papers, or not all 

Book publishers of Russia, Kazakhstan, 
Ukraine, Germany, France, Great Britain, the 
US and other countries will participate in a 
book fair in Minsk.

Armenia will be a guest of honor at the 
23rd“Culture” Minsk International Book Fair, 
reports Belarus’s Belta.by agency, according 

The Development Foundation of Armenia 
jointly with seven Armenian organizations 
will represent Armenia in the international 
specialized exhibition “MOSSHOES-2016” to 
be held in Moscow on January 19-22.

More than 500 leading companies 
from over 30 countries producing shoes 
and leather accessories participate in the 
exhibition. The number of average visits paid 
to the exhibition amounts to 10-12 thousand 
people, mainly specialists, representatives 
of commercial networks and wholesale 
buyers, the press service of the Development 
Foundation of Armenia informed.

It is also expected to organize a special 

“Who Killed the Armenians?”-this is the 
title of the first Arabic film that is devoted to 
the Armenian Genocide and will be presented 
in the feature/documentary film category at 
the Socially Relevant Film Festival to be held 
in New York, reports member of the Armenian 
National Committee of Europe Armen 

churches had a document,” our interlocutor 
said.

Let us add that the collection of 
documents will be published this year.

to sputnik.co.am.
The international book fair will be held 

from February 10 to 14.
In addition to the exhibition of the best 

samples of national and foreign publishing 
houses, there will also be a wide cultural 
and business event. One of the main topics 
of the book fair is the Year of Culture and 
preparations for the remarkable event 
dedicated to the 500th anniversary of native 
printing.

There will also be coverage of the 25th 
anniversary of the CIS, the 30th anniversary 
of Chernobyl, the 70th anniversary of 
the UN, the 400th birth anniversary of 
William Shakespeare, as well as the birth 
anniversaries of Maxim Bogdanovich, Ivan 

London-based Mossessian Architecture, 
which is founded by renowned French 
Armenian architect Michel Mossessian, has 
won a competition to design the Makkah 
Museum, a new building dedicated to 
the Islamic faith in Mecca, Saudi Arabia, 
according to Dezeen architecture and design 
magazine.

As News.am reports, muslims around the 
world await the construction of this museum.

The Makkah Museum will occupy a site 7 

Prominent Armenian benefactor Kirk 
Kerkorian’s testament is not kept in 
secrecy. “Armenpress” reports publisher of 
“The California Courier” Harut Sassounian 
told “Voice of America”, referring to 
different Armenian media reports over the 
philanthropist’s testament.

“Mr. Kerkorian left all his wealth for 
charity, but he mentioned no precise names. 
No doubt, there is a testator and when 
it is high time, he or she will decide which 
charitable organizations will get the money 
and how much, and for which programs. Now 
it is early to speak about that as there are 
still issues needing solution, which will take 
quite a lot of time. Probably, after a year 
the testator will start to make decisions”, 
Sassounian said. Harut Sassounian, who 
for years ran the activities of the Lincy 
Foundation created by Kirk Kerkorian in 
Armenia, added that the testament is about 
launching new programs, but not continuing 
the previous ones. Sassounian also informed 
that by the decision of board members of the 

Shamyakin, Kondrat Krapiva, Ivan Melezhay 
and Vladimir Mulyavin.

The book fair will also include the conduct 
of the 2nd International Literary Symposium 
titled “The Writer and Time: Succession in 
Literature” with the participation of renowned 
guest writers from near and far. There will 
also be a seminar for young literary critics.

The book fair will also include an award 
ceremony for the winners of the 55th “Culture 
of Books” national competition. Foreign 
publishers will present their new literary 
projects. There will be meetings with well-
known Belarusian and foreign authors, as 
well as a book sale. The event is organized by 
the Ministry of Information and the executive 
committee of Minsk.

kilometers from the Grand Mosque of Mecca, 
and symbolize the birth of Islam.

The building will include 5,600 square 
meters of gallery space for 3D exhibitions, 
and also contain a virtual mosque, reception 
area, an auditorium, book store, teaching 
space, roof garden, and restaurant.

The outside wall of the museum will 
incorporate stone sourced from every 
country in the world where Islam is currently 
practiced.

business program in the framework of the 
exhibition, which will create opportunities 
for the participants to receive professional 
assistance and expand export opportunities.

The Executive director of the Development 
Foundation of Armenia noted that the 
exhibition is an effective platform for 
agreements between the Armenian producers 
and wholesale buyer-organizations, 
diversification of export opportunities, 
as well as signing of new contracts. The 
Development Foundation of Armenia has 
organized the participation of the Armenian 
companies to promote export, as well as 
increase recognizability of our products.

Mazlumian to “Hayern Aysor”.
The film was produced by director 

Muhammad Hanafi and journalist and host 
Myriam Zaki. The film presents the Armenian 
Genocide perpetrated by the Turks 100 years 
ago, as well as several archival photos and 
materials, most of which are released for the 

first time and affirm the Armenian Genocide 
of 1915. The survivors’ eyewitness accounts 
affirm that the Genocide was previously 
planned. The shootings took place in Armenia, 
Egypt and Lebanon.

The first screening of the film took place 
on November 8 in Cairo.

United Armenian Fund, which he had created 
and chaired for 26 years, closed the Fund at 
the end of November. He stated that the Fund 
had provided Armenia with $720 million 
humanitarian aid.

“As our nation is in need of such aid, I 
opened a new fund called “ArmeniaArtsakh” 
on December 1”, Sassounian mentioned, 
adding that the Fund will provide Armenians 
in both Armenia and Artsakh with all 
possible assistance. He stated that in the 
near future measures will be taken to help 
Syrian¬Armenians.

“On January 18, by the decision of the 
mayor of Bethlehem and on the occasion 
of the Old New Year, the performance 
of Komitas’s “Badarak” (Mass) by the 
male members of Hover State Chamber 
Choir was constantly heard through 
loudspeakers in Bethlehem.” This is what 
artistic director of Hover State Chamber 
Choir Sona Hovhannisyan wrote on her 
Facebook page, reports Hayern Aysor.


