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The procedure for receiving entry visa to France 
will be eased for Armenian citizens and tourist 
visa will be provided within two days.
“Armenpress” reports, citing lechotouristique.
com, French Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius 

Sources say there are no Armenians among 
the victims of the explosion that took place in 
Istanbul, as posted on the Facebook page of the 
RA Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
On the morning of January 12, a powerful 
explosion took place in Istanbul’s central 
Sultanahmet Square, killing 10 and injuring 15. 
The press release of the governor’s office states 

On 11 January, Armenia’s Permanent 
Representative to the United Nations, Ambassador 
Zohrab Mnatsakanian was elected President of the 
Executive Board of the United Nations Development 

4454 people already joined the internet voting 
against 2 Anti-Armenian reports during the 
agenda of the winter session of the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) and the 
mentioned number is growing every minute.
As “Armenpress” reports, Hay Dat office in Europe 
initiated the voting. The voting is passed in Change.
org website. The voting will continue until January 
26, 2016 when the discussion of 2 Anti-Armenian 
reports will launch in the PACE plenary session.
One of the authors of the reports is Robert Walter 
(UK). The report’s title is “Escalation of violence 
in Nagorno¬Karabakh and the other occupied 
territories of Azerbaijan”.
The other report refers to Sarsang reservoir 
which rapporteur is Milica Marković (Bosnia and 
Herzegovina). It is called “Inhabitants of frontier 
regions of Azerbaijan are deliberately deprived of 
water”.

Fabius: Armenian Citizens to Get Entry 
Visa to France within Two Days

The rival violated the ceasefire regime in the 
line of contact of the KarabakhAzerbaijani 
opposing armies on January 14 and during 
the night of January 15. More than 600 shots 
were fired towards Armenian frontier troops 
from weapons of different caliber, including 

The Azerbaijani side again escalates the 
situation in the conflict zone of Nagorno 
Karabakh. An Armenian soldier died from 
an Azerbaijani sniper shot in the direction of 
Artsakh. The Defense Ministry of the Republic 
of Armenia announces that the Azerbaijani 
authorities bear the entire responsibility for 
the escalation of the situation.
The Defense Ministry spokesman Ardzrun 
Hovhannisian made an announcement 
on this occasion, “The adversary again 
escalates the situation which had some 
signs of stability. We have a victim in NKR. 
We express condolence and sympathy to the 
family and relatives of Aramayis Voskanian. 
The Armenian Armed Forces will not leave 
anything without response and again the 

Germany assumes the Organization for Security 
and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) Chairmanship 
in tough times, the country’s Foreign Minister 
said, according to TASS news agency of Russia.

The government of the federal land of Bavaria 
wishes to expand the list of countries whose 
refugees’ applications will be denied. Armenia 
is also on the list to be submitted to the 
government.
During a government session, Minister of 
Internal Affairs of Bavaria Joaquim Herman 
announced that the concept of countries of 
dangerous origin was especially appropriate 
for denying shady applications quickly and 
avoiding violations of the rights to receive 
the status of a refugee, writes Süddeutsche 
Zeitung, according to Artsakhpress.
Among the countries on the list are Armenia, 
Georgia, Moldova, Ukraine, India, Mali, 
Mongolia, Algeria, Gambia and Bangladesh. 
These are the countries whose citizens’ 
applications are rarely accepted by the Federal 
Service for Refugees and Migration. The 

announced about this. In his words, the procedure 
for obtaining a tourist visa will last 48 hours for the 
citizens of Armenia, Georgia, Turkey, Indonesia 
and Vietnam.
At the same time, the same procedure will last one 

that the governor’s office is currently examining 
the reason behind the explosion, the type of 
explosion and the fact that the explosion could 
have been organized by one person or a group of 
people.
Earlier, Turkish mass media outlets reported that, 
according to a preliminary version, the explosion 
might have been organized by an insurgent.

day for Chinese citizens. According to the Foreign 
Minister of France, their goal is to boost tourism by 
easing the procedure. The French authorities aim 
to reach the number of tourists visiting France up 
to 100 million annually before 2020.
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AGS 17 and RPG7 grenade launchers during 
the abovementioned period.
As Press Service of NKR Defense Ministry 
informed “Armenpress”, the adversary 
made an attempt of a subversive act in 
eastern direction of the contact line of 
Karabakh-Azerbaijani opposing armies at 
21:30, January 14. The frontier troops of the 
Defense Army identified in time the advance 
of the Azerbaijani special unit and pushed 
them back causing losses. At least two 
enemy soldiers were killed as the result and 
the other members of the group escaped.
During the recorded skirmish Defense Army 
had no losses.
The frontier troops of the Defense Army of Artsakh 
control the operative situation and continued to 
confidently carry out their military duties.

entire responsibility of escalating to the 
level of “armed confrontation” and further 
measures will fall on the Azerbaijani side”.
Defense Army soldier Aramayis Voskanian, 
1996, got a fatal injury on January 9 at 21:30 
from a rival shooting in the military position 
of a unit located in the eastern direction of 
Artsakh Republic Defense Army.

“I’m confident that right now we need the OSCE as 
a platform for dialogue and confidence building,” 
Frank-Walter Steinmeier stressed in a statement. 
“If we want to achieve peace in the OSCE area, we 
should join efforts.”
According to the Minister, Germany aims to 
enhance the OSCE’s capabilities in terms of 
conflict settlement.
“Also, we are going to take part in the process 
of settlement of conflicts in Nagorno Karabakh, 
Transnistria and the South Caucasus, at the 
same time triggering the OSCE missions in those 
locations,” Steinmeier went on to say.
On January 1, the OSCE Chairmanship passed 
from Serbia to Germany.

Programme’s (UNDP), UN Population Fund (UNFPA) 
and UN Office for Project Service (UNOPS), the 
Organizations’ governing body, for a one-year term.
The Executive Board is made up of representatives 
of Member States and is mandated by the UN 
General Assembly to provide inter-governmental 
support to and overall supervision of the activities of 
UNDP, UNFPA and UNOPS. The Board meets three times a 
year ensuring that the three Agencies remain responsive 
to the evolving needs of programme countries.
“2016 will be a pivotal time for our Board and sister-
agencies in light of the recent adoption of the new 
set of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
The year will also be critical in view of the mid-term 

review of the strategic plans for 2014-2017, as well 
as the upcoming discussions of the new cycle of 
Quadrennial Comprehensive Policy Review, which 
remains the main political mechanism for member 
states to assess the effectiveness, efficiency, 
coherence and impact of the UN development 
system’s support to national development efforts”, 
– stated Ambassador Mnatsakanian in his 
acceptance remarks.
Information: Armenia is a member of the Executive 
Board of the UNDP, UNFPA and UNOPS since 2014. 
In June 2015, the Board approved the UNDP’s 
and UNFPA’s country programme documents for 
Armenia for the period of 2016-2020.

applications of the citizens of these countries 
are accepted in less than 10 percent of cases.
The country where there are no political 
persecutions is considered a safe country.
Let us remind that the German federal 
government is discussing the issue of defining 
stricter laws for refugees following the attacks 
on women on New Year’s Eve in Cologne, 
Germany.
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Azeri Pogroms of Armenians in Baku Remembered 
26 Years Later

“Hello, Armenia”: Syrian-Armenian Krikor 
Kharajian’s Job is to do Magic in Yerevan and Put 

Smiles on Children’s Faces

Pan-Armenian Council to be Established

The White House Should 
Answer 10 Key Questions on 

Artsakh

By Hasmik Harutyunyan

By Harut Sassounian

January 18- January 24, 2016

Last week, we remembered the massacre of 
Armenians in Baku that started on this day 
26 years ago. Those guilty for the events of 
1990 have not been punished and the exact 
number of victims still remains unknown. 
What’s obvious, however, is that the real 
number considerably exceeds the official data.
The events in Baku 26 years ago were a real 
genocide committed against the Armenian 
population. Dozens of Armenians were killed 
in Baku between January 13 and 20. They 
were robbed of their property and exiled.
“More than a quarter of century after the 

On September 26, a decision was adopted on 
establishing a Pan-Armenian Council during 
the 6thsession of the State Commission on 
Coordination of the events dedicated to the 
100thAnniversary of the Armenian Genocide.
The Pan-Armenian Council must be a self-
organized, self-governing advisory body, for the 
formation of which it is envisaged to develop 
guiding conceptual approaches.
The Council will hold its first session on September 
20, 2016 in Yerevan, and an organizing committee 
will be set up for that purpose.
The head of the organizing committee for the 
establishment of the Pan-Armenian Council 
will be President of the Constitutional Court 
Gagik Harutyunian, and the secretary will be 
Chief of Staff to the President of the Republic 
of Armenia and coordinator of the events 
dedicated to the 100thanniversary of the 
Armenian Genocide Viken Sargsian.
Among other members of the committee 
are Minister of Diaspora Hranush Hagopian; 
a representative of the Mother See of Holy 
Etchmiadzin, as well as representatives 
of the Catholicosate of the Great House 
of Cilicia, the Armenian Catholic Church, 
the Armenian Evangelical Church, the 
Bureau of the Armenian Revolutionary 
Federation-Dashnaktsutyun, the Armenian 
Democratic Liberal Party (Ramgavar), the 
Central Committee of the Social-Democratic 
(Hunchakian) Party, the Union of Armenians 
of Russia and the Armenian General 
Benevolent Union.
According to the adopted decision,
-The Council must also include 
representatives of the major structures, 
major state administration bodies, religious 
organizations, civil society and political parties 
of the Republic of Armenia, the Nagorno-
Karabakh Republic and the Diaspora. 
In that regard, the State Commission on 
Coordination of the events dedicated to the 
100th Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide 
must not restrain the composition and 
structure of the Council being established.
-The Council may have regional and panel 
committees.

For many years, the Armenian-American 
community has been dissatisfied with United 
States policy on Artsakh (Nagorno Karabagh).
Under the guise of neutrality, OSCE Minsk 
Group Co-Chair James Warlick and his 
predecessors have put the blame on both 
sides of the conflict each time that Azerbaijan 
has opened fire on Armenia and Artsakh. 
Such an unfair approach has encouraged 
Pres. Aliyev to escalate his attacks.
To eliminate or at least minimize such 
bloody aggression, 85 members of Congress 
recently signed a joint letter urging the Obama 
Administration to implement the following 
three steps regarding the border between 
the two countries: 1) withdraw the snipers; 
2) increase the number of international 
monitors; and 3) deploy gunfire locators. Not 
surprisingly, Azerbaijan has rejected all three 
proposals, while Armenia, Artsakh, and the 
Minsk Group of mediators (France, Russia, 
and United States) have accepted them.
Last week, House Foreign Affairs Committee 
Chairman Ed Royce held a classified 
briefing with Amb. Warlick concerning the 
implementation of the proposals which he 
and Cong. Eliot Engel had initiated. Before 
the closed-door meeting, the Armenian 
National Committee of America (ANCA) had 
circulated a set of 10 suggested questions 
for Amb. Warlick. While it is not known 
if these questions were raised during 
the congressional briefing, the Obama 
Administration should be asked to respond 
publicly to the 10 questions so that everyone 
becomes aware of its position on the Artsakh 
conflict.
To ensure that an official answer is received, 
I suggest the posting of these questions 
on the White House website, under the 
“Petitions” section. The website states that 
the Obama Administration will issue a formal 
response in 60 days to any petition that 
gathers over 100,000 signatures within 30 
days of its posting. Azeris have already taken 
advantage of this unique opportunity by 
posting on the White House website two anti-
Armenian petitions which gathered 105,686 
and 126,828 signatures respectively. As 
expected, the White House did issue a 
statement in response to the two Azeri 
petitions.
Below are the 10 ANCA questions which 
should be posted as a petition on the White 
House website:
1) What specific steps, if any, has the 
U.S. government taken to ensure the 

implementation of the Royce-Engel peace 
proposals, specifically with regard to an 
agreement on the non-deployment of 
snipers, the addition of observers, and the 
deployment of gunfire locator systems along 
the line of contact?
2) The State Department has been both 
very vocal and highly specific about what it 
believes the Armenian side must concede. 
Is the U.S. government willing to match this 
public diplomacy with equally high-profile and 
similarly concrete demands upon Azerbaijan?
3) What are the specific facts, legal 
arguments, and policy considerations that 
led our government to officially recognize 
Kosovo but not Nagorno Karabakh?
4) Does the Azerbaijani government’s record 
of domestic repression and corruption in 
any way impact how our government views 
Azerbaijan’s claim to extend its governance 
over Nagorno Karabakh?
5) Why has Azerbaijan’s well documented 
(and video-taped) destruction of the medieval 
Armenian Cemetery in Djulfa never been 
mentioned in either the State Department’s 
Human Rights or Religious Freedom reports?
6) What is the U.S. government’s current 
request, if any, regarding the re-incarceration 
of admitted and still unrepentant axe-
murderer Ramil Safarov?
7) What is the U.S. policy concerning the 
Azerbaijani government’s travel restrictions 
related to U.S. citizens of Armenian heritage?
8) What is the U.S. policy regarding NATO 
member states, notably Turkey, making sales 
or transfers of advanced, offensive weaponry 
to Azerbaijan?
9) What specific restrictions exist regarding 
travel and communication between the 
citizens and officials of the United States 
and Nagorno Karabakh? What are the 
justifications for any such restrictions of these 
freedoms? What, if any, are the perceived 
benefits of such restrictions?
10) What interests do you believe have been 
served, if any, by official U.S. public restraint 
in challenging Azerbaijan’s high-profile anti-
Armenian incitements, threats, and cross-
border aggression?
I believe that a well-publicized petition can 
gather much more than 100,000 signatures 
within 30 days of its posting on the White 
House website, particularly if prominent 
individuals with a large number of followers 
endorse the petition.

www.TheCaliforniaCourier.com

massacre, the events have not been properly 
assessed,” President of the Assembly of 
Azerbaijani Armenians Grigory Ayvazyan told 
reporters today.
“The neighboring country glorifies the 
organizers and perpetrators of the crime. 
Even today killing an Armenian is not seen 
as a crime in Azerbaijan. Azerbaijan brings 
up generations on the example of cutthroats 
and murderers,” he said.
“The massacre of Armenians is a serious 
counterargument for all those, who try 
to imagine Artsakh under Azerbaijani 

jurisdiction. In this case, the reoccurrence 
of ethnic cleansings will be unavoidable. 
Remembering Baku and Sumgait, we’ll 
not allow the same in Artsakh,” sociologist 
Aharon Adibekyan said.
According to him, the book titled 
“Armenophobia in Azerbaijan”, which tells 
about the Armenian massacres in Baku and 
Sumgait and their consequences will soon 
be released since it was recently translated 
into English. “We must make it clear to the 
world who we have to deal with in the face of 
Azerbaijan,” said Adibekyan.

-The sessions of the Council need to be held 
at least once a year in the capital of the 
Republic of Armenia;
-The Council needs to convene a session at 
least once a year in the capital of the Republic 
of Armenia;
-The Council needs to have a common and 
permanent agenda of sessions that must 
include the following:
(a) discussion on the annual comprehensive 
report on the state of Armenians in the world;
(b) discussion on the issues related to 
international recognition and condemnation 
of the Armenian Genocide and elimination of 
the consequences;
(c) synthesis of pan-Armenian events.
By the adopted decision, the organizing 
committee has been assigned to develop the 
draft of the decision on the establishment, 
constituent composition and structure of 
the Pan-Armenian Council and deliver the 
draft to the members of the Commission 
and regional committees byApril 15, 2016. 
The organizing committee has also been 
assigned to organize with members of the 
State Commission consultations devoted to 
the concept paper, structure and procedure 
of activities of the Council, prepare for the 
first session of the Council and notify the 

If you see uniquely designed balloons and 
various types ornaments made from balloons 
in large stores, malls or during crowded 
events on the streets of Yerevan, then you 
should know that most of them are designed 
by Krikor Kharajian, who is from Syria and 
has a company called “Magicpuchik”.
Krikor runs the company, works for the 
company and delivers the products. His goal 
is to not only ensure his family’s welfare, but 
also to work his magic and make children feel 
like they are in a fairy tale. Krikor has been 
living in Armenia for the past three years now. 
In an interview with “Armenpress”, he said 
he would have never imagined that one day 
the respected and highly paid professional of 
Aleppo would start a business by designing 
balloons.
“It was my wife’s talent. She would always 
make balloons for charity events in Aleppo 
and entertain children. When we moved 
to Yerevan, it was impossible for me to find 
a job with my craft, much less maintain a 
family with the low salary. I asked my wife to 
teach me how to make, design and illustrate 
balloons, and the once “hobby” turned into a 
business,” says Krikor. He says the important 
thing in business is not only talent and 
investment, but also marketing. “I receive 
orders to design balloons for almost all large 
events. My ideology is the customer is always 
right, the order needs to be done punctually 
and with responsibility, the customer needs 
to be respected and the work needs to be 
appreciated,” says Krikor. Krikor says he 
gets more and more motivated after every 
event because he helps people see the light 
and puts smiles on their faces. Krikor’s two 
children help him with this. “I try to sum 

members of the Commission about the venue 
and schedule of the first session by July 15, 2016.
By the decision, RA Minister of Diaspora 
Hranush Hagopian has been assigned to 
draw up the first report entitled “The State of 
Armenians in the World” by collaborating with 
the RA Ministries of Foreign Affairs, Culture, 
Education and Science and the bodies and 
structures existing within those ministries, 
as well as by organizing consultations with 
Diaspora Armenian organizations and 
regional committees that are part of the 
State Commission. The Minister of Diaspora 
has also been assigned to submit to 
members of the State Commission and the 
heads of regional committees the draft of 
the report by May 1, 2016 in order for them 
to discuss it and present their constructive 
observations. To develop procedures for 
partnership with the Pan-Armenian Council, it 
is also envisaged to hold consultations with 
the regional committees.
During the session of the State Commission, 
President Serge Sarksian mentioned that the 
submitted document will be an outline and 
will be open for new proposals.
Relevant organizations, as well as experts 
and intellectuals concerned about this issue 
may present their proposals.

up their world, games and dreams in the 
balloons,” says Krikor.
Krikor says it wasn’t too hard for him and 
his family to make the decision to move to 
Armenia. They had been planning to settle 
in the homeland for a long time, but the 
circumstances were unfavorable. “I had 
been taught to love the homeland, Armenia 
and speak in Armenian since childhood, and 
that wasn’t only in my family. Every Armenian 
family in Aleppo treats Armenia the same,” 
says Krirkor, adding that he feels more at 
ease in Yerevan and isn’t worried when his 
wife goes to work alone, or when his daughter 
is playing on the street.
“In Aleppo you are always worried because 
it’s not very safe. Besides, there are people 
of different nationalities, and you don’t know 
what can happen. Here we are in our country. 
Everyone is Armenian, and you feel at ease 
because nothing bad can happen.”
Recently, Krikor and his family were talking 
about moving to Canada. The daughter 
interrupted the parents’ conversation and 
announced that she wasn’t preparing to go 
anywhere. “My children love Yerevan, and 

we feel safe here,” says Krikor. Alongside 
the positive sides, Krikor says there are 
many things that he doesn’t like about life 
in Yerevan. He is especially offended by the 
fact that certain companies are open on five 
calendar holidays and on April 24th.
“In Aleppo, even Muslims would close their 
shops and commemorate the victims of the 
Armenian Genocide with us on April 24th. 
The cafes and stores in Yerevan are open 
and sometimes play music on that day. That’s 
strange for us and a little insulting,” says 
Krikor.
Krikor isn’t even thinking about returning to 
Aleppo. He dreams of seeing his business 
grow in Armenia, having his children receive 
a good education and help their homeland. 
At the same time, Krikor also misses his 
life in Aleppo, especially his neighbors and 
the friends that he had. To those who say 
neighborly relations have a special place and 
significance in Yerevan, Krikor recommends 
traveling to the Armenian district of Aleppo 
where the joy, pain or sorrow of one Armenian 
is the joy, pain or sorrow of all the Armenians.
Armenpress.am
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ACTION ALERT: Stop Anti-Karabakh 
Measures in Europe

Armenian American Museum Community Forum Armenian Professor Elected 
Chairman of Medical Commission 
for Public Hospitals of Paris

Holy Resurrection Chapel of 
South Africa transferred to 
Armenian community

The AGBU Young Professionals, 
Northern California (YPNC) First Annual 
Comedy Show Launches Fundraising 
Campaign for Syrian Armenian Relief

The Armenian American Museum hosted a 
community forum on Sunday, January 17, 
2016, 2 PM, at the St. Gregory Armenian 
Catholic Church’s Raymond and Ani 
Kouyoumjian Hall: 1510 East Mountain Street, 
Glendale, CA 91207. The event provided a 
presentation on the mission of the Armenian 

European Armenian Federation for Justice 
and Democracy (ANC of Europe) has initiated 
achange.org petition and is urging active 
participation to prevent the Parliamentary 
Assembly of Council of Europe from adopting 
pro-Azerbaijani resolutions that can hinder 
the Nagorno-Karabakh peace process.
During sessions in the fall, two PACE 
subcommittees approved measures that 
contained pro-Azerbaijani rhetoric on the 
Nagonro-Karabakh conflict and accused 
Karabakh of cutting off Azerbaijani water 
supplies from the Sarsang reservoir.

The OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairmen issued 
a terse statement at the time, urging 
international bodies to consult with the Minsk 
Group before issues resolutions that impede 
the peace process, which they were tasked 
to mediate.

THE EAFJD is calling on immediate action, 
via the change.org petition, to put an end to 
PACE’s “hate-filled war-rhetoric on    Nagorno 
Karabakh  and the favoritism by some of its 
members towards  Azerbaijan .”  
ACT NOW and say NO to  Caviar Diplomacy , 
say  Stop Aliyev !  

Background

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council 
of Europe (PACE) is expected to vote on the 
following two draft resolutions on Nagorno-
Karabakh on January 26, 2016, as a joined 
item on the agenda:

Draft resolution on “Escalation of violence in 
Nagorno-Karabakh and the other occupied 
territories of Azerbaijan”, rapporteur Robert 
Walter (UK)

Draft resolution on “Inhabitants of frontier 
regions of Azerbaijan are deliberately deprived 
of water”, rapporteur Milica Marković (Bosnia 
and Herzegovina)

Nagorno-Karabakh conflict is a complex 
conflict the peaceful settlement of which has 
no other alternative. Unfortunately these two 
draft resolutions feed into the hate-filled war 
rhetoric of the current Azerbaijani government 
on Nagorno-Karabakh conflict and promote 
favoritism. Both draft resolutions evidently 
lack thorough, impartial research, selectively 
leave out crucial facts and cause harm to the 
negotiation process.

I herewith raise my voice against these 
two draft resolutions with an inflammatory 
content which have little to do with genuine 
conflict resolution and peace building and 
promote vested personal and financial 
interests of a handful of Members of PACE.
Further details on the draft resolutions:
Draft resolution on “Escalation of violence in 
Nagorno-Karabakh and the other occupied 
territories of Azerbaijan”, rapporteur Robert 
Walter (UK)

As a rapporteur Mr. Walter violated several 
rules of the Code of conduct of PACE 
Members such as 1. the principle of neutrality, 
impartiality and objectivity (rules 1.1; 1.1.1.; 
1.1.4), 2. the principle on avoiding conflict of 
interest (rule 8), 3. the principle on not using 
one’s position as a PACE member to further 
one’s own, another person’s or entity’s 
interest (rule 12), 4. as well as the principle 
of respecting the values of the Council of 
Europe (rule 7).

Mr. Robert Walter and his wife Feride Alp-
Walter, marketing manager of the Middle 
East Association, have maintained close 
relationship with the authorities and the ruling 
elites of Azerbaijan for a long time, including 
taking a high-level British trade mission to 

American Museum, gave an overview on the 
current status of the project, and provided an 
opportunity for community-driven feedback.
This marked the third public forum the 
Armenian American Museum has hosted as 
a part of its community outreach program. 
In January of 2016, presentations were held 
at the Glendale Kiwanis Club, in addition 
to two community forums which hosted 
strong attendance from local residents. 
The organization will continue to meet with 
a broad range of stakeholder groups and 
extend outreach efforts in smaller group 
settings to share the vision for the Museum. 
The Armenian American Museum is a 
developing project in Glendale, CA, with 
a mission to promote understanding and 
appreciation of America’s ethnic and cultural 
diversity by sharing the Armenian American 

experience. When completed, it will serve 
as a cultural campus that enriches the 
community, educates the public on the 
Armenian American story, and empowers 
individuals to embrace cultural diversity and 
speak out against prejudice.
The governing board of the Armenian American 
Museum consists of representatives from the 
following nine regional Armenian American 
institutions and organizations: Armenian 
Catholic Eparchy, Armenian Cultural 
Foundation, Armenian Evangelical Union of 
North America, Armenian General Benevolent 
Union – Western District, Armenian Relief 
Society – Western USA, Nor Or Charitable 
Foundation, Nor Serount Cultural Association, 
Western Diocese of the Armenian Church of 
North America, and Western Prelacy of the 
Armenian Apostolic Church.

Diaspora News

On January 12, Professor Yeghia-Noel 
Garabedian was elected chairman of the 
medical commission for public hospitals of 
Paris.

This commission serves as a unique 
‘parliament’ in the world of medicine. 
Garabedian will be replacing Loyik Gapron, 
who didn’t run for the position after his four-
year term.

On January 13, King Msvati III of Swaziland 
has officially transferred the Holy Resurrection 
Armenian Chapel and the lands pertaining 
to the Chapel to the Catholicosate of 
Etchmiadzin, report Hayern Aysor’s sources.
A year ago, representatives of the local 
Armenian community submitted to King 
Msvati III of Swaziland a petition with the 
request to transfer the Holy Resurrection 
Church to the Catholicosate of Etchmiadzin.
A year later, the Armenian chapel of Swaziland 
truly became an Armenian chapel and one 
that will legally pertain to the Catholicosate 
from now on.

The Armenian church in the distant African 
kingdom was discovered in 1989, thanks to 
Grigor Derbelyan.

Grigor Derbelyan, citizen of Swaziland, was 
born in 1914 in Aintab. During the Armenian 
Genocide, with her 20-day-old son in her 
hands, Grigor’s mother reaches her husband 
in Cairo by foot and dies a couple of months 
later. Finishing his studies at the Armenian 
university in Cairo, for 12 years, Grigor 
works in Khartum (Sudan) where there was 
quite a large Armenian community. Later, 
he starts working for the Olivett company in 
Johannesburg, South African Republic.
When he matured, Grigor Derbelyan decides 
to settle in Swaziland where, according to 

AGBU YP Northern California hosted its first comedy 
night for a sold-out crowd of young professionals 
and friends in downtown Oakland. The event 
launched the group’s fundraising efforts to benefit 
the Syrian Armenian community. Featuring four 
renowned stand-up comics from the Bay Area and 
Los Angeles, attendees enjoyed sets by comics of 
Armenian and non-Armenian origin, all of whom 
volunteered their talents for the cause.
Marked by surprises, including an impromptu 
stand-up set by event chair and YP Northern 
California co-marketing director Apik Zorian and 
a special performance by Los Angeles Armenian 
rapper Nazo Bravo, the evening was a great 
success and brought the community together in 
support of Syrian Armenian relief.
“We were overwhelmed by the support and 
success of the comedy show. From the comedians 
who volunteered their time and skill to perform, to 
selling out in less than two weeks of announcing 
the date, to the generous amount of donations we 
were able to gather at the show, it was a spectacular 
night all around and we look forward to more such 
events in the near future,” said the event’s chair 
and co-marketing director Apik Zorian.
Local non-Armenian comics Michael Brandon and 
Ben Feldman joined the cause, performing comedy 

Baku in close cooperation with the Embassy 
of Azerbaijan and the European Azerbaijan 
Society (TEAS) – a lobbying organization 
which has strong ties with the Azerbaijani 
government and Ilham Aliyev’s inner circle.
Mr. Walter’s support for the government 
of Ilham Aliyev, while closing an eye on 
undemocratic processes in the country, 
has been frequently criticized by human 
rights activists in Azerbaijan[1], respected 
European watchdogs, such as Corporate 
Europe Observatory[2] as well as various 
well-known international media.
Sadly, just a first glance at the draft 
resolution is enough to realize that it is 
a word-for-word reflection of the official 
Azerbaijani and Turkish stance on Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict. Official Turkey has always 
openly supported Azerbaijan in the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict. Mr. Walter and his wife, 
both Turkish citizens, have had cozy ties with 
the Turkish Government. Mr. Walter received 
his Turkish ID card personally from the Turkish 
Foreign Minister Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu. In 2011 
Mr. Çavuşoğlu was among the guests of Mr. 
Walter’s and Mrs. Feride Alp’s wedding.
Despite its title the draft resolution by Mr. 
Robert Walter is far from reflecting the reality 
on the escalation of tension on the contact 
line between Armenia and Azerbaijan and 
around Nagorno-Karabakh in the past months 
which has led to tragic deaths of civilians.
The draft resolution by Mr. Walter selectively 
leaves out crucial information. For instance 
it fails to mention important facts such as 
the one that unlike Armenia, on 27.09.2015 
official Azerbaijan dismissed the proposal 
made by the OSCE Minsk Group to accept 
an OSCE mechanism to investigate ceasefire 
violations. The mechanism would enable 
to identify the initiator of the cease-fire 
violations and make it difficult for the sides to 
blame each other for initiating deadly attacks. 
The logical answer to the question why official 
Azerbaijan which continuously blames the 
Armenian side for violating the cease-fire 
is not interested in such a mechanism, is 
evident.

This draft report is also a rather dangerous 
and irresponsible attempt to create a parallel 
mechanism, without having the necessary 
legitimacy and the mandate from the parties 
involved in the conflict. The prompt critical 
reaction of the co-chairs of OSCE Minsk 
Group – the sole official body with the 
mandate to mediate – to the draft resolution 
by rapporteur Mr. Walter emphasizes the 
harm it causes to the negotiation process 
and thus to the peaceful settlement of the 
conflict.

2. Draft resolution on “Inhabitants of frontier 
regions of Azerbaijan are deliberately deprived 
of water”, rapporteur Milica Marković (Bosnia 
and Herzegovina)

Unfortunately the draft resolution written by 
Mrs. Milica Marković lacks impartial, thorough 
research. Despite the prompt invitations of 
both the Armenian and Nagorno-Karabakh 
authorities to visit Sarsang reservoir (at “any 
time convenient for the rapporteur”) as initially 
requested by rapporteur Milica Marković, 
neither Ms. Marković nor technical expert Dr. 
Lydia S. Vamvakeridou-Lyroudia were on the 
ground. Thus both the draft resolution and 
the technical report (which is supposed to be 
the basis of the draft resolution) are based 
on the rather approximate simulations of the 
corresponding Azerbaijani ministry based 
on the data of 1993 and hearsay, although 
there was clearly an opportunity to visit the 
reservoir and get acquainted with the actual 
state of things.

Rapporteur Marković evidently uses this 
humanitarian issue as a pretext in order 
to make highly biased statements on 
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict in general. A brief 
comparison of the technical report and the 
draft resolution, which is supposed to be 
based on the technical report, makes is clear 
that Ms. Marković deliberately exaggerated 
the consequences of potential danger or 
left important facts stated in the technical 
report out of the draft resolution, since this 
information does not fit in with her biased 
intentions.

The technical report drafted by expert Dr. 
Lydia S. Vamvakeridou-Lyroudia clearly 
specifies: “Although Sarsang is an earth-fill 
dam, which is far less dangerous and much 
more safe, when it comes to sudden collapse 
in principle (e.g. as compared to arched 
dams), it should be pointed out that without 
a visual inspection of the dam there is no 
way to assess its condition and any potential 
security risks from the technical point of 
view”. Despite this, the rapporteur and the 
technical expert opted to ignore the invitation 
of the Authorities of Nagorno-Karabakh to 
visit Sarsang reservoir and examine the 
state of inspection and maintenance of the 
reservoir. Instead, Mrs. Marković produced a 
report which refers to the rather approximate 
simulations of the Azerbaijani Ministry of 
Emergency situations, based on more than 
22 year-old information.

According to the technical report: “Sarsang 
alone cannot cause a major flood in the 
problematic lower Kura region, but the lack 
of communication between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan raises fears that unexpected water 
releases from Sarsang may add to flooding 
consequences at periods of excessive rainfall 
in the area”. Nonetheless, instead of urging 
the sides, to engage in a dialogue in order to 
ensure a safe management of the reservoir, 
Ms. Marković demands an “immediate 
withdrawal of Armenian armed forces from 
the region concerned.”

him, he discovers a wonderful place called 
Pine Valley, which is not far from Mbaban, 
the capital of Swaziland. Seeing the place, 
Grigor decides that it is here where he wants 
to spend the rest of his life and die.

In the center of Pine Valley, the landscape 
of which reminded him of Armenia, Grigor 
purchases an 11-acre land, builds a small 
Armenian chapel and plants 1,770 pine and 
fir trees. A small river flows aside the chapel. 
Grigor refers to the river as the Arax River 
and even places a panel named “Arax River”. 
Construction of the church was launched in 
1985 and ended in 1989.

About 60 people made contributions for 
construction of the chapel, including Olivetti 
Company, which hired Grigor for 12 years.
The small church has two cupolas.
Local construction materials were used to 
build the chapel. Interestingly, the part in the 
back of the chapel leans on a large stone 
that serves as an altar, like the Saint Geghard 
Church in Armenia.

Today, there is a small Armenian community 
of eight members in the small African 
Kingdom. The Armenians of the neighboring 
South African Republic help the Armenians of 
Swaziland care for the chapel and the lands 
pertaining to the chapel.

routines and participating in the I Care I Can viral 
photo campaign.  Later in the evening, making 
her first appearance in the Bay Area, Los Angeles 
based comic Mary Basmadjian entertained the 
crowd with references to what it is like to be 
Armenian in everyday situations. Capping off the 
evening was local Armenian comic Greg Asdourian, 
who performed sets on a broad range of topics.  
During his set, Greg announced that all sales of 
his albums on iTunes during the week following the 
show would be donated to the AGBU Humanitarian 
Emergency Relief Fund for Syrian Armenians.
YP Northern California is now turning its attention 
to hosting the 16th annual AGBU SF Winter Gala 
on February 12-14, 2016 in San Francisco and the 
Bay Area wine country.  The weekend will also raise 
funds for the AGBU Syrian Armenian relief efforts.



Five winemaking companies of Armenia, 
including Zorah, Trinity, Voskeni, Karas and 
Armenia were represented with the support 
of the Development Foundation of Armenia 
at the 2016 Wine Professional Festival, which 
was held on the sidelines of the Horecava 
Food Festival in Amsterdam from January 11 
to 13.

According to the press service of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the opening 
ceremony of the festival was conducted by 
the festival’s general director Jan-Sebastian 
Fan Lisum and RA Ambassador to the 
Netherlands Dzyunik Aghajanyan.

In her solemn speech, the Ambassador 
welcomed the presentation of Armenian 
wines in the European market, especially 
in the professional field, which was made 
possible by young Armenian winemakers 
who used state-of-the-art technologies to 
introduce the traditions of wine production 
spanning millennia to consumers at large, 
providing them with the opportunity to enjoy 
their scent and taste.”

During the festival, Armenia’s winemakers 
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also had the chance to present their wines 
and the peculiarities of making those wines 
through a taster/exhibition.

Rare Armenian gold coin belonging to the 
period of ruling of Cilician Armenia king Levon 
I (1198 – 1219) was sold for $40,000 on 
online auction,Cngcoins.com writes.

The diameter of the coin is 19.5 mm, its 
weight being 2.46 g. One side of the coin 
depicts Levon I enthroned and holding cross 
in right hand and branch in left. There is a 

The cadets of the Vazgen Sargsian 
Military Institute will be taking a new course 
entitled “Military Dance”, which is one of 
the four areas of activity of the “National 
Son and Dance Academy” Educational and 
Cultural Foundation established in 2015.

During this course, the cadets of the 
Vazgen Sargsian Military Institute will learn 
nearly 15 Armenian military dances.

The “Military Dance” subject will also be 
included in the curricula for all educational 
institutions of Armenia.

“Military servicemen must know Armenian 
military dances in theory and practice. The 
dances will be taught at the Vazgen Sargsian 
Military Institute for a while and later at 
all military units,” creator of the “National 
Song and Dance Academy” and director of 
Karin Armenian Folk Dance Ensemble Gagik 
Ginosian said in an interview with Sputnik 
Armenia.

The goal of the “National Song and 
Dance Academy” Educational and Cultural 
Foundation is to preserve the Armenian 
national heritage by adapting and 
popularizing Armenian songs and dances. 
In fact, Ayb Educational Foundation is one of 
the founders of the Academy.

Armenian dances and military songs 
were what prepared our ancestors for 
battles, lifted their spirits and made them 

To not only play computer games, but also 
write them yourself – this is what Anushik 
Melkonian, 9, from Armenia’s Dilijan town 
wants and can do. From a very early age, 
Anushik watched with her mother, Narine 
Danielian – a mathematician and programmer 
– work in front of a computer for hours.  Then 
she began creating images with photos of her 
relatives, accompanied by music.

Anushik’s mother described how even 
though she was taught programming 

The American University of Armenia (AUA) 
is excited to announce the launch of Summer 
Program 2016. For international students 
looking to embark on the educational 
adventure of a lifetime, the Summer Program 
is the perfect opportunity; combining unique 
academic offerings with the benefits of a safe, 
welcoming, and exciting environment. The 
Summer Program is also perfect for those 
who wish to experience the authentic sights, 
sounds, and flavors of Armenia while getting 
ahead in their academics by earning credits 
for transfer back to their home university.

Participants may choose from a range 
of courses including Introduction to 
Environmental Sciences, Global Perspectives 
and Site Stories, the AUA 2016 Summer 
Archaeological Field School, and a joint AUA-
UCLA course offering Armenian Language 
and Culture.

In addition to the great opportunities 
on campus, Summer Program participants 
complement their educational experience 
outside the classroom with the Discover 
Armenia Educational Tours. They will discover 
the array of sites Armenia has to offer, from 
ancient temples and medieval churches to 
the modern sights of Yerevan.

Professor Gregory Areshian states the 
Summer Program helps “establish a deep, 
internal connection between these Armenian 
youth in the Diaspora and their homeland” 
and that “AUA is the best place for them to 

Every year, the festival attracts over 
10,000 visitors, including importers, expert 
chefs and representatives of restaurants.

Patriarchal cross flanked by two lions, heads 
reverted, on the flip side of the coin.

The coin put on the auction was from 
the “Araratian Collection” of Dr. Lawrence 
A. Adams. The starting price of the lot was 
$50,000. The coin was sold last week. The 
buyer is unknown.

beginning from first grade, her teacher was 
able to skillfully captivate her interest and 
this helped her progress greatly.

Anushik creates computer games by the 
“Scratch” graphic programming language 
designed by the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology (MIT). Learning about the 
“DigiCode – 2015” Youth Contest of Applied 
Programming, Anushik and her mom 
hurried to take part in it. Anushik won the 
mathematical game in the nomination “Best 

do so.” Former Summer Program participant 
Tanya Koroyan, who visited Armenia for the 
first time in June 2015 to take part in AUA’s 
Summer Program, stated “this was a life 
changing experience and the perfect way [for 
me] to visit Armenia.” Tanya continues that 
she “learned very much about the Armenian 
identify and culture… and [that] this will be 
a part of my focus for my Masters Capstone 
project.”

Those interested in learning 
more are encouraged to view a short 
video (https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=m6bhmlaiRf8&feature=youtu.be) 
that will introduce the available courses and 
dates, the country, and even the popular 
holiday Vardavar – when everyone takes part 
in an epic day-long water battle.

AUA continues to partner with Birthright 
Armenia, opening up additional opportunities 
for applicants of Armenian heritage. Students 
accepted to the Summer Program or Study 
Abroad AUA and interested in extending their 
stay in Armenia as a volunteer can visit www.
birthrightarmenia.org to learn more about 
meaningful internship placements, possible 
travel and homestay living assistance, and 
eligibility requirements.

Off-campus dormitories are also available 
through AUA, featuring fully furnished, newly 
renovated single, double, and triple rooms. 
For more information on housing or for 
general questions about Summer Program 

game” in the age group of 13 year olds.
The girl is looking forward to “DigiCode 

– 2016”. She has even created a new 
mathematical game for it – “Scales.” But 
Anushik didn’t stop here and is now working 
on the game “Four photos, one word.”

Oddly enough, after classes Anushik 
spends only one hour in front of the computer. 
The girl loves days off most of all, since then 
she can sit at the computer longer and create 
new games. On other days, she goes in for 
dancing and swimming. Anushik says she 
has no dreams but only wishes. And her wish 
is to achieve greater success in the area of 
programming so that one day she can see 
her games among the best ones on the page 
of “Scratch”. Besides, she wants to take 
part in contests and win, become a famous 
programmer and create works.

Mother of the 9-year-old programmer 
wants her daughter to graduate from the 
Dilijan Central School with honors and 
enter the United World College in Dilijan. 
According to her, wide perspectives will open 
for her daughter after graduating from that 
institution.

On New Year, Anushik asked Santa Clause 
to bring her a box of plasticine and Lego 
Robot. The girl urges her peers to believe in 
Santa Clause, get good presents from him 
and enjoy the New Year. To programmers 
and herself she wishes new ideas and their 
successful implementation.

2016, please contact the Office of Admissions 
atSummerPrograms@aua.am.

Visit http://admissions.aua.am/study-
abroad-summer-programs/ for information 
about the Summer Program, fees, and 
more and http://admissions.aua.am/
summer-program-2016/ for detailed course 
descriptions and instructor biographies.

Founded in 1991, the American University 
of Armenia (AUA) is a private, independent 
university located in Yerevan, Armenia and 
affiliated with the University of California. AUA 
provides a global education in Armenia and 
the region, offering high-quality, graduate and 
undergraduate studies, encouraging civic 
engagement, and promoting public service 
and democratic values. Interesting in visiting 
the campus? Check out our virtual tour 
athttps://youtu.be/TALNM-JkD9Y.

feel invincible.
“Experience has shown that there is a 

need to attack on the frontline. We need 
to introduce Armenian soldiers to military 
dances. This is a unique test for soldiers. 
Alongside the dances, they’ll also learn to be 
united as one,” Ginosyan mentioned.

The Academy will carry out its activities in 
four directions, including education, military 
dance, culture and academics. The Academy 
will also have recreational clubs for those 
who wish to join.

The cultural section implies training of 
teachers with skills in directing.

They need to be able to choreograph 
dances, establish dance ensembles, as 
well as record and disseminate traditional 
Armenian songs and dances. This is what will 
help others learn about Armenian arts.

The education program will include 
trainings for professionals, who will become 
masters and will teach the basics and skills 
of Armenian songs and dances to others.

The academic sector implies the study, 
compilation, adaptation and preservation 
of relevant materials. “All the data will be 
compiled, adapted and maintained on 
servers. We need to provide access to all this 
to the new generation, as well as to those 
who will be involved in this in the future,” 
Ginosian mentioned.


