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Arts & Society

Researchers Have Made a Map Showing
Christian Heritage in Turkey

UNICEF Urges Diaspora to Support Armenian
Artsakh Republic President Children
Receives Executive Director of
Hayastan All-Armenian Fund
News from Armenia

On February 4, President of the Artsakh Republic
Pago Sahagian received Executive Director of
Hayastan All-Armenian Fund Ara Vartanian and
Deputy Director Ararat Khlghatian, reports the
Central Department of Information of the Staff
of the President of the Artsakh Republic.

Several issues related to the process of
completion of the Fund’s programs being
carried out in Artsakh were discussed.
The President attached importance to proper
implementation of the activities by following
the schedule.

Famous Businessman to Grant
$5 Thousand for Every 4th Baby
Born in an Artsakh Family
Famous businessman Samuel Garabedian,
residing in Russia, will grant $5 thousand for
every 4th baby born in an Artsakh family.
“Armenpress” reports, citing “Artsakhpress”,
President Pago Sahagian informed about this
during the government session of Artsakh
Republic. Artak Peklarian, spokesperson of the
Prime Minister, informed about this making a

note on his Facebook page.
He also reminds that “Hayastan” All Armenian
Fund and the Government of Artsakh will
grant an apartment to those families having
5 children. “Therefore, at least after the
third child it is worth to resettle in Artsakh,
dear friends living away from Artsakh”, Artak
Peklarian wrote.

Regional News

Armenian MP of Turkey Upsets
Turkish Nationalists

Istanbul Armenian attorney Selina Ozuzun
Dogan, who is also an MP from the main
opposition Republican People’s Party (CHP) of
Turkey, has quite disturbed Turkish nationalists.
According to News.am, Dogan, who had
recently visited the country’s Diyarbakır city
as member of a CHP delegation, wrote about
her impressions of the visit on her Facebook
account, where she wrote Diyarbakır also as
Tigranakert (Dikranagerd), the Armenian name
of the city.
As a result, Turkish nationalists instructed the
writing of articles in various websites, and
against Selina Ozuzun Dogan’s statement.

The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) Armenia
Country Office Representative Tania
Radochai said today that the problem of
future wellbeing of children in Armenia
can be solved with involvement of migrant
workers and Armenian Diaspora.
Tania Radochai talked about it during
“Innovative Approaches to Diaspora
Engagement and Use of Remittances for
Child Wellbeing in Armenia” conference in
Yerevan, reports Mediamax.am.
“We believe that the best contribution for
the country is ensuring the well-being of

children, as well as in terms of developing the
potential of the nation. If the development
does not ensure the participation of children,
if many children are living below the poverty
line level, it continues to be a source of social
instability”, said Tania Radochai.
According to her, although Diaspora and
Armenian migrant workers have their own
urgent priorities and decide how and where to
invest in, however, they can be united around
the idea of child wellbeing of Armenia.
“Although a large amount of migrant
remittances help their families in poverty,

however, more can be done to help migrant
families in the future and to ensure the longterm perspective of their children. Only then
will the next generation of workers not feel
the need to go abroad and have low-paid
jobs”, noticed Tania Radochai.
United Nations Children’s Fund conducted
the EU -funded program called “Social
Response to Work Migration”: international
experts were invited to Armenia within
that program to help Armenia study the
experience of other countries that have
diasporas.

News from the World

US Welcomes Armenia’s Commitment to Adopting
Syrian Armenians
The United States welcomes Armenia’s
commitment to adopting Syrian Armenians,
according to Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the US to Armenia, Richard
Mills. Mills considers it important factor that
Armenia is 3rd among European countries on
adopting largest number of Syrian Armenian
refugees.
During the opening ceremony of “Arevik” Center
for children and adults with disabilities (mental
and physical) on February 2nd, the ambassador
mentioned that it is remarkable that Armenia
welcomed Syrian Armenians with open arms.
“It is a big honor for me to be here. As the UN
refugee commissioners show, the number of
displaced people was doubled. The doubling is
due to the tragic events taking place in Syria.
There were also lighter moments, one of which

is Armenia’s adoption of Syrian refugees with
open arms,” Richard Mills mentioned, reports
Armenpress.am.
According to US ambassador, the Syrian
Armenians were warmly received in Armenia
due to Armenian Minister of Diaspora Hranush
Hagopian and her leaded Ministry. Hagopian
also attended the opening ceremony of the
“Arevik” Center for children and adults with
disabilities. Last year, the US government
allocated 6 billion worldwide in assistance to
refugees.
Syrian Armenian Refugees from Syria’s civil
war have flooded into Europe this year, moving
mainly towards Germany, Sweden and Armenia.
The top three European countries are followed
by the Netherlands, Bulgaria, Denmark,
Switzerland, Great Britain, Greece and France.

The bulk of the refugees are in Turkey – 1
million 558 thousand, Lebanon – 1 million 147
thousand and Jordan – 623 thousand and Iraq
– 234 thousand. These statistics were formed
by The Economist.

Slovak Delegate to The PACE: “I will Continue to
Turkey To Resend Its Ambassador Support The Armenians in Armenia’s Dispute With
To The Vatican After Noise About Turkey and Azerbaijan”
The Armenian Genocide
Turkey has announced that it will resend its
ambassador to the Vatican after having recalled
the ambassador following Pope Francis’s use of the
term ‘genocide’ last year, reports Agence FrancePresse agency’s correspondent from Ankara,
according to Tert.am.
The Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs has
announced that the decision comes after the
Vatican issued a statement welcoming the fact
that in 2005, for the first tie, Ankara expressed
willingness to create a commission of Turkish and
Armenia historians ‘to examine the events of 1915’.
“In this context, a decision has been made to
send our ambassador Mehmet Pacaci back to the

Vatican,” the ministry’s spokesman Tanju Bilgic
said.
Let us remind that during the Holy Mass dedicated
to the Centennial of the Armenian Genocide at the
St. Peter’s Basilica of the Vatican, Pope Francis said
that ‘the Armenian Genocide is the first genocide of
the 20th century’.

I will continue to support the Armenians in

Armenia’s dispute with Turkey and Azerbaijan.
This is what member of the Slovak Delegation to
the PACE Ľuboš Blaha posted on his Facebook
page, according to News.am. Blaha also posted
a part of the letter that Armenia’s Ambassador
to Slovakia had written to him.
“I received a very cordial letter from Armenia’s
ambassador. It does not contain a state secret,
and so I have translated some phrases. “Dear
Mr. Blaha, thanks to the crucial support of
the Slovak Delegation to the Parliamentary
Assembly of the Council of Europe, the
contradicting resolution on “Escalation of
violence in Nagorno-Karabakh and other
occupied territories of Azerbaijan” was rejected.
I would like to express my deep gratitude

to you and the other members of the Slovak
Delegation for taking extremely active steps to
defend the positions of the OSCE Minsk Group
and the Armenian Delegation in Strasbourg.
Your votes served as a great contribution to
continuing the peace process based on the
2007 Madrid Principles.
I am aware of the circumstances behind your
trip to Strasbourg, and allow me to express
gratitude to you for these efforts as well.”
I am very moved by these respectful words. I
deeply respect the Ambassador and assure
Armenia that I will always stand for truth and
peace. I will continue to support the Armenians
in Armenia’s dispute with Turkey and Azerbaijan
since you deserve it. God willing.”
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Kessab on the Chessboard of International Politics
By Edmond Y. Azadian
On March 21, the occupation of the
Armenian town of Kessab in Syria by Al Nusra
terrorists was simply another episode for
the world media watchers. But for the 2,000
Armenian residents of the town who were
evacuated to Latakia, 50 kilometers south
of Kessab, it was a repeat performance of
the Armenian Genocide, which had started
99 years ago.
Turkish leaders are frustrated that the first
genocide could not fully accomplish its goal,
allowing survivors to scatter around the
world and tell their stories and thus give a
black eye to Turkey, which is striving to prove
to the world its democratic and human
rights credentials.
One expression of the Turkish frustration is
the two-decade-long blockade of Armenia,
aiming for the latter’s extinction.
To complement its genocidal policy, Turkey
has been using the war in neighboring Syria
to settle scores with the Armenians, within
its broader policy of serving Israel’s regional
ambitions.
The attack on Kessab is nothing less
than genocidal. The mercenaries hired,
trained and fed by Turkey are modern-day
barbarians whose atrocities equal those
perpetrated by the Ottoman Turks and Nazis
against Armenians and Jews.
Of all the American media personalities,
the most conservative, Glen Beck, was
so outraged that he shouted, “We are
backing cannibals!” The Armenian news
media provided the detailed coverage of
Kessab aggression, but except some sparse
information provided by the BBC in London,
Liberation in France and Russian TV RT,
there was a unanimous blockade of news
about Kessab; an organized silence which
is tantamount to a blatant collusion with the
criminals.
No one needs to be a high government
official or a news analyst to figure out that
the occupation of Kessab by terrorists was
organized by Turkey, despite Turkish Foreign
Minister Ahmet Davutoglu’s denial that the
news was manufactured by “evil-minded”
media people.
Consider this: without Turkey’s cooperation
and direct involvement, a group of
mercenaries, perched on American tanks
and armed with anti-aircraft rockets could
not freely cross the border to invade the
town of Kessab while a Turkish air force
plane shot down a Syrian Mig-34, which had
been trying to block the invasion.
“It looks like Turkey has deliberately brought
down that Mig-34,” said a NATO source to AlMonitor. “We doubt that there was any threat
to Turkey. It looks like Turkey took down this
Syrian jet to help the radical groups.”
While Turkish leaders were in blanket denial
mode, a leak uncovered the entire plot. On
March 27, 2014, Information Clearinghouse
reported that access to YouTube had been
cut off in Turkey after an explosive leak of
audiotapes that appeared to show ministers

talking about provoking military intervention
in Syria, using the protection of the Tomb of
Soleyman Shah, grandfather of the founder
of the Ottoman Empire, as a pretext. This is
very much in line with the modus operandi
of the Turkish state, which created similar
incidents in 1955 by dispatching a terrorist
to Salonika, Greece, to plant a bomb at
Ataturk House, to provoke the September
6 atrocities against Armenians, Greeks and
Jews in Istanbul.
Of course, no one can match Turkish
cynicism, when the Turkish Foreign Ministry
is offering to provide loving care to 2,000
Armenians, whom it had dislodged from
their homes dating back 500 years. Indeed,
Turkey’s Foreign Ministry has released
a communiqué which says, in part, “The
Turkish Foreign Ministry had notified the
relevant UN bodies that ‘Syrian Armenians
residing in Kessab region could be admitted
in Turkey too and protection could be
provided to them.’ Also, the representatives
of the Armenian community were informed
of the matter through official channels.”
The Kessab attack was a disaster waiting
to happen and certain factors coincided
and conspired in its making; the corruptionriddled Erdogan’s image needed a revamp,
especially during the municipal elections
in Turkey — to make or break the Islamic
party’s future — that domestic bravado
certainly paid off handsomely when the
Turkish raid on Kessab was accompanied by
the shooting down of the Syrian jet, under
trumped-up charges that it had violated
Turkish airspace.
Another factor was that for Davutoglu, this
attack served as a reminder that Turkey was
still capable of committing genocide with
impunity, thus blunting the impact of the
centennial.
Turkey’s relations have been improving
with Israel after Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s apology to Erdogan and a
package deal worked out between Turkey
and Israel to compensate the victims of the
Mavi Marmara incident. Thus, the ground
has been paved for reviving hegemonic
prospects in the Middle East through a
three-way cooperation between Turkey,
Saudi Arabia and Israel.
On the international scene, the US had two
main reasons to prod Turkey into action. The
first was driven by domestic considerations
to placate the hawks at home who were
clamoring for Washington to set up a nofly zone in Syria to help the advance of
terrorists against the Damascus regime.
For a reluctant Obama administration, the
Turkish incursion into Syrian airspace was
an effective substitute to a no-fly zone,
which could involve putting US personnel in
harm’s way.
The second reason was of a more global
nature. Despite all the rhetoric, the Crimean
crisis has been a diplomatic defeat for
Washington, requiring a powerful response
to Russian advances in the world’s
troubled regions. Therefore, Syria’s main

ally, Moscow, had to sustain a defeat
to compensate for its gain in Crimea.
Western and Turkish surrogates succeeded
in their drive to occupy Kessab on the
Mediterranean, despite the presence of the
Russian fleet next door in Tartous.
As far as Al-Nusra and Ahrar Al-Sham
Al-Qaeda terrorists are concerned, they
needed a victory after a series of defeats at
the hands of the Syrian Army and Hezballah
volunteers. Kessab being the closest region
to Assad’s power base on the Mediterranean
was considered a strategic prize.
The looting, beheadings and burning down
of churches are continuing in the area,
therefore no one with a straight face can
claim that these Turkish surrogates are
there to bring peace and democracy to Syria.
The reaction of Armenians has been weak
and inadequate, primarily because a
miniscule country in the Caucasus and a
dispersed and disorganized diaspora are
no match for the powers behind the war in
Syria and the consequent attack on Kessab.
In the first place, the Armenian government
has reacted very cautiously by sending a
parliamentary delegation in an unofficial
capacity. The news media in Armenia was
caught off guard because of its endemic
introverted nature and because of its
general ignorance about basic facts on
Diaspora Armenians. Many journalists there
just found out where Kessab was and why it
was important to Armenians.
The relief effort is underway to help the
refugees huddled in Latakia, and Catholicos
Aram I of the Great See of Cilicia has
been able to mobilize all segments of the
Armenian community in the region.
No similar coordination seems to be in
the works in the western countries, where
challenges and opportunities are great in
rallying support for Kessab Armenians. It
is just and proper to decry Turkey’s sinister
actions but those alone do not help the
victims nor do they steer the West into
a different course in Syria. Appeals and
letters of protest are necessary elements
to sensitize the world public opinion,
but they would be more effective if the
entire community mobilized as one when
approaching this outrageous tragedy.
Armenians have been demonstrating in front
of the Turkish embassy and consular offices
in Paris and Los Angeles, respectively, but
that movement has to be amplified to drown
out the unified message from all Turkish
legations around the world.
All of a sudden, a historic Armenian region
has appeared on the chessboard of world
politics and we have yet to wake up and get
organized for a proper response. With the
flux of political tides, all Armenians the world
over need to coordinate for contingency
plans with the government of Armenia to
be able to face similar calamities which
are bound to happen again in that volatile
region.

The Armenian Mirror-Spectator

Genocidaire Talaat’s Last
Interview Shortly Before his
Assassination
By Harut Sassounian
Aubrey
Herbert,
British
diplomat,
adventurer, intelligence officer, and Member
of Parliament, conducted a rare interview
with Talaat Pasha, in February 1921, just
days before his assassination in Berlin by
Soghomon Tehlirian.
As all-powerful Grand Vizier of the Ottoman
Empire, its despotic ruler and mastermind
of the Armenian Genocide, Talaat had
fled Turkey in November 1918 to avoid
prosecution by the new regime. The 23-page
interview with Talaat was published in 1924
(London) and 1925 (New York) in Herbert’s
memoirs titled, “Ben Kendim: A Record of
Eastern Travel.”
Herbert first met Talaat in 1908 while
stationed at the British Embassy in
Constantinople (Istanbul). Eleven years
later, Herbert received an unexpected letter
from Talaat seeking a meeting with him “in
any neutral country.” Desperately seeking to
rehabilitate his diabolical image in the West,
Talaat claimed that “he was not responsible
for the Armenian massacres, that he could
prove it, and that he was anxious to do so.”
Herbert turned down Talaat’s request telling
him: “I was very glad to hear that it was not
he who was responsible for the Armenian
massacres, but that I did not think any
useful purpose could be served by our
meeting at that time.”
However, Herbert reversed his decision in
February 1921, after Sir Basil Thomson,
Director of British Intelligence, ordered him
to leave immediately for Germany and meet
Talaat. The secret rendezvous took place on
February 26, in the small German town of
Hamm.
Talaat told Herbert again that “he himself
had always been against the attempted
extermination of the Armenians.” More
incredibly, Talaat claimed that “he had twice
protested against this policy, but had been
overruled, he said, by the Germans.”
Forgetting his own claims of innocence in
the massacres, Talaat justified the mass
killings by accusing Armenians of stabbing
his country in the back during the war.
Contradicting himself again, Talaat declared
his support for Armenians by claiming that
“he was in favor of granting autonomy to
minorities in the most extended form, and
would gladly consider any proposition that
was made to him.”
Talaat then switched the blame to the British
for the Armenian killings: “You English
cannot divest yourselves of responsibility
in this matter. We Young Turks practically
offered Turkey to you, and you refused us.
One undoubted consequence has been
the ruin of Christian minorities, whom your

Prime Minister has insisted on treating as
your allies. If the Greeks and Armenians are
your allies when we are at war with you, you
cannot expect our Turkish Government to
treat them as friends.”
Herbert and Talaat then decided to move to
Dusseldorf, Germany, where they continued
their discreet conversation for two more
days. Herbert reported Talaat’s paradoxical
attempt to cover up his role in the Armenian
Genocide, while justifying this heinous
crime. Talaat stated that “he had written a
memorandum on the Armenian massacres
which he was very anxious that British
statesmen should read. Early in the war,
in 1915, the Armenians had organized an
army, and had attacked the Turks, who were
then fighting the Russians. Three Armenian
deputies had taken an active part; the
alleged massacres of Moslems had taken
place, accompanied by atrocities on
women and children. He had twice opposed
enforced migration, and he had been the
author of an inquiry which resulted in the
execution of a number of guilty Kurds and
Turks.”
Ironically, Talaat boldly told Herbert that he
was not afraid of being assassinated. “He
said that he never thought of it. Why should
anyone dislike him? I said that Armenians
might very well desire vengeance, after
all that had been written about him in the
papers. He brushed this aside.” Two weeks
later, Talaat was assassinated in Berlin by
Soghomon Tehlirian!
Concluding his interview of Talaat, Herbert
observed: “He died hated, indeed execrated,
as few men have been in their generation.
He may have been all that he was painted —
I cannot say. I know that he had rare power
and attraction. I do not know whether he
was responsible or not for the Armenian
massacres.”
Only experts of that time period can verify
the authenticity and accuracy of this
lengthy interview. If true, what exactly
were Talaat’s aims in proposing “an AngloTurkish alliance” and why was the British
government so anxious to talk to him?
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Press Release

Armenian General Benevolent Union Announces Initial Steps
Towards Ambitious Transformation

Following 100 Years of Armenian Nation’s PostGenocide Survival and Revival, Focus to Expand
from Identity to Advancement and Prosperity
Encouraged by the strength and support shown by
Armenians worldwide during the Armenian Genocide
centenary commemorations in 2015, and following
two years of detailed analysis, consideration and
preparation, the Armenian General Benevolent Union
(AGBU) announced today its plan to launch a bold
program to transform and expand its mission.
Since its founding 110 years ago, this global
institution has acted as the largest philanthropic
entity to protect and preserve Armenian identity and
heritage throughout the diaspora and has a presence
in over 30 countries. Following the independence
of Armenia in 1991, AGBU’s mission expanded
with philanthropic initiatives in Armenia, including
major cultural and educational programs. Aiming
to reconstitute the Armenian nation, which was
forcibly shattered and dispersed to form the current
Armenian diaspora, AGBU’s transformation initiative
will build on the organization’s successes across the
diaspora and in Armenia to begin a new era for the
organization and Armenians the world over.
The year 2015 marked the centenary of the tragic
genocide perpetrated by the Ottoman Empire against
the Armenian nation. With the momentous genocide

centenary commemorations throughout the year,
Armenians across the world are leaving a painful
century behind with dignity and supportive attention
from the whole world. Bolstered by the heroic efforts
of many institutions throughout the diaspora,
Armenians succeeded in surviving, recovering and
reviving, finding themselves now at a historic juncture.
A century after receiving a second chance at
life, Armenians have committed “to remember
and demand,” the official motto of the centenary
commemorative events. They are also confronting
what it means to “be alive” as a nation, evaluating
how the memory of victims and the generosity of
those who helped many survivors would be best
served in the future.
Building on its illustrious legacy, AGBU has decided
to boldly move forward to address the special
challenges of the 21st century in order to ensure a
sustainable future for the Armenian nation worldwide
with the state of Armenia at its core. Specifically,
AGBU will engage with initiatives aimed at enabling
a prosperous future for Armenia while continuing to
preserve and enrich the Armenian identity worldwide.
To achieve this ambitious goal, AGBU will (1) reenergize
the Armenian diaspora with a new aspiration to
reconstitute the widespread Armenian nation, (2)
enlarge its scope to include economic development of
the homeland in addition to its historic socio-cultural
mission, (3) further professionalize its governance,
structures and functioning, (4) significantly expand
its access to resources through fundraising and
partnerships, (5) enlarge and reinvigorate its global
networks of volunteer members and affiliates, and (6)
leverage synergies with other organizations in order
to rapidly gain critical mass in program execution.
In pursuing these strategic goals, AGBU is returning to
the original intentions of its founders in the early 20th
century, which were forcibly altered by the Armenian

Genocide and its aftermath.
As a first step in this process, AGBU is proud to
announce the election of Ruben Vardanyan to its
Central Board of Directors. Mr. Vardanyan is a
highly successful Armenian-born entrepreneur, an
internationally recognized expert in the economy of
Russia and emerging markets, and an international
philanthropist. Among his major business
achievements is the prominent Troika Dialog
investment bank in Russia, which Mr. Vardanyan built
in the period 1991 to 2012, and sold to Sberbank,
the largest bank in Russia.
In 2001, Mr. Vardanyan co-founded the Armenia
2020 national development think-tank project
working together with AGBU board member, Dr.
Noubar Afeyan. This led to the creation of the privatepublic partnership, the National Competitiveness
Foundation of Armenia, in 2007 and subsequently the
IDeA Foundation. Founded in 2013 and operating out
of Armenia, the IDeA Foundation is a 300-professional
strong philanthropic organization that identifies,
develops and implements socio-economic programs
in Armenia. The foundation has successfully invested
more than 300 million USD over the last years in
prominent programs like the Tatev Revival program,
the UWC Dilijan International School and the Dilijan
Urban Renewal program. In 2015, together with
co-founders Dr. Vartan Gregorian of the Carnegie
Foundation and Dr. Afeyan, Mr. Vardanyan launched
the 100 Lives project and its accompanying global
humanitarian award, the Aurora Prize for Awakening
Humanity. This annual prize, which will be awarded
for the first time in Yerevan on April 24, 2016, will
donate one million USD towards courageous world
citizens who have put their own lives in danger to
save others facing tragedy. The Aurora Prize was
established in 2015 on behalf of the survivors of the
Armenian Genocide as an expression of gratitude
to those who saved Armenian lives, and in order to

bring the world’s attention to ongoing humanitarian
injustice around the world as well as to recognize
modern acts of heroism.
“As part of our new initiatives, I am particularly
proud and excited to welcome Ruben Vardanyan to
the Central Board of AGBU. Having known Ruben for
over 20 years, I consider him a true role model of a
successful Armenian through his many achievements
and unwavering personal integrity. Through his
work, Ruben demonstrates a combination of vision,
passion and devotion towards the future of the
Armenian nation. As a modern, entrepreneurial
philanthropist he brings exciting innovative ideas and
strong synergies through the IDeA Foundation, with
whom AGBU has already been collaborating through
the UWC Dilijan College. Finally, as a citizen of Russia,
he helps us reach out to the important Armenian
communities in Russia and Eastern Europe. We are
very much looking forward to his contributions to
our new strategic aspiration,” commented Berge
Setrakian, President of the AGBU Central Board of
Directors.
On this occasion, AGBU also announced its intention
to initiate a broader set of collaborations with
Armenia-based IDeA Foundation. Accordingly, Berge
Setrakian and Vasken Yacoubian have been elected
to the Board of Trustees of the IDeA Foundation,
joining current board member Noubar Afeyan.
Ruben Vardanyan, founder of the IDeA Foundation,
said: “I feel privileged and honored to join the AGBU
Central Board. This institution has been one of the
most significant drivers of the survival of Armenians
in the last century through its sustained and fine
work in service of the Armenian nation and its
many communities across the world. AGBU is in a
great position to influence future prosperity in the
homeland and redefine what it is to be Armenian
in the 21st century. I am deeply committed to
contributing my energy, know-how, philanthropic

capabilities and network to this fine institution. I also
look forward to the budding collaboration between
AGBU and the IDeA Foundation as well as to our
planned steps towards creating a powerful force
for the advancement of Armenians throughout the
world.”
On the occasion of this announcement, Central
Board member Noubar Afeyan commented: “Since
joining the AGBU board over two years ago, I have
had the pleasure to work closely with President Berge
Setrakian and many members of the central board to
expand the vision for AGBU’s future. We have worked
closely with Ruben and his team at IDeA Foundation
to develop a roadmap for AGBU 2.0. During this
time, we have also forged a growing and successful
strategic collaboration with the pioneering TUMO
Centers initiative founded and led by long-time AGBU
board member and philanthropist, Sam Simonian.
With my longtime partner Ruben now joining the
AGBU board, we all look forward to engaging in
the next phase of transformation. Buoyed by the
energy and strength Armenians showed during the
centenary, we remain cognizant of the opportunities
and challenges we will face.”
“This marks an exciting phase of advancement and
partnership for AGBU,” commented Sam Simonian,
Vice President of the AGBU Central Board. “I especially
look forward to strengthening AGBU’s educational
offerings by leveraging TUMO Centers, IDeA’s UWC
Dilijan International School, American University of
Armenia, and many other new initiatives,” he added.
------Established in 1906, AGBU (www.agbu.org) is the
world’s largest non-profit Armenian organization.
Headquartered in New York City, AGBU preserves
and promotes the Armenian identity and heritage
through educational, cultural and humanitarian
programs, annually touching the lives of some
400,000 Armenians around the world.
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Diaspora News
Los Angeles - USA

Austria

Armenian Genocide Committee Plans Rally for Armenian Genocide Centennial
Justice on April 24
Austria Regional Committee
Held Final Session
We call upon all segments of our community
to join together in a RALLY FOR JUSTICE on
Sunday, April 24, 2016, at 1:00 p.m. at
the intersection of Wilshire Boulevard and
Crescent Heights in Los Angeles in front of
the Turkish Consulate as we continue to fight
for a just resolution and against denial of the
Armenian Genocide.
As we enter the second century of denial of
the Armenian Genocide, and following the
worldwide uprising of the Armenian People
on the occasion of last year’s Centennial,
including the 166,000 thousand who
marched through the streets of Los Angeles,
organizational leaders in Southern California
call upon the Armenian-American community
to remain vigilant and active as we continue
to voice our collective demands for justice.
It is our belief that our voices are most loudly
and effectively heard when they are unified,
and to that end, we proudly announce
the continued cooperation of community
organizations to organize and execute the
commemorative activities for this year under
the banner of the newly formed Armenian
Genocide Committee (“AGC”) consisting of

the organizations and entities listed below.
Further details will be forthcoming in the
coming weeks.
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE COMMITTEE
Western Diocese of the Armenian Church of
North America
Western Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic
Church
Armenian Catholic Church of North America
Armenian Evangelical Union of North America
Armenian Democratic Liberal Party
Armenian Revolutionary Federation
Social Democratic Hunchakian Party
Armenian General Benevolent Union – Western
District
Armenian Relief Society – Western USA
Armenian Youth Federation
Armenian Assembly of America
Armenian National Committee of America –
Western Region
Armenian Council of America
Armenian Rights Council
Armenian Bar Association
Organization of Istanbul Armenians

Slovakia

Armenian Khachkar Consecrated in Slovakian City of Koshitse

On January 31, Mitropolit Rastislavof the
Orthodox Church of the Czech Republic and
Slovakia and Archbishop Yuray Stransky
of Mikhayelovitse and Koshitse served
a Holy Mass in memory of the victims of
the Armenian Genocide at the Saint Jan
Milostivi (sv. Jána Milostivého) Cathedral of
the Slovakian city of Koshitse, reports “Orer”
magazine of the Czech Republic.
The Holy Mass was broadcast live on
Slovakia’s second television channel. Among
the gathered were several faithful citizens

of Koshitse and representatives of the
local Armenian community. The Holy Mass
was followed by the order of consecration
of the Armenian khachkar (cross-stone)
dedicated to the memory of the victims of
the Armenian Genocide placed in the yard
of the Church. Among the participants of the
ceremony were Mitropolit Rastislav of the
Orthodox Church of the Czech Republic and
Slovakia, representative of the Catholicos
of All Armenians, Bishop Anushavan
Jamgochian; Patriarchal Delegate of the

countries of Central Europe and Scandinavia,
Archimandrite Tiran Petrosyan and pastor of
Hungary, the Czech Republic and Slovakia,
Archimandrite Parsegh Pilavchian. With an
official invitation, Armenia’s Ambassador
to the Czech Republic and Slovakia Dikran
Seyranian was also attending the event.
A large delegation led by benefactor Hrachya
Boghosian had arrived from Saint Petersburg
to participate in the ceremony of consecration
of the khachkar. Boghosian had covered
the expenses for the making, transfer and
placement of the khachkar.
The idea of placing a khachkar was born
during the meeting of Dean of the Faculty of
Theology of Yerevan State University, Bishop
Anushavan Jamgochian and Archbishop
Georgy (Yura) of Mikhayelovitse and Koshitse
in Yerevan in April 2015.
The ceremony of consecration was followed
by an official lunch, after which the clergy and
Armenia’s Ambassador visited the business
area of Koshitse’s Armenian businessman
Zhora Chukuryan, who has helped build an
Armenian chapel in the area.

On January 30, the Armenian Genocide
Centennial Austria Regional Committee held
its final session at the Armenia Center of
the Embassy of the Republic of Armenia in
Austria. The session was moderated by RA
Ambassador to Austria Arman Kirakossian,
reports the RA MFA press service.
The participants of the session summed up
the political, scientific, educational, cultural
and athletic events that have taken place in
Austria between the years of 2013 and 2015
and discussed all the projects that became
widely popular in Austria, Armenia and other
countries around the world.
The participants of the session particularly
emphasized the sincere willingness of
Austria’s secular and mundane authorities
to acknowledge their responsibility for one
of the darkest pages in Armenian history and
to express their unanimous position on the
100-year-old facts. In relation to that, they set
aside the statement of the Federal Parliament
of Austria recognizing and condemning

Sofia - Bulgaria

Sofia Hosts Presentation of Book
“The Spiritual and Educational
Life of the Armenians in Bulgaria”

USA

American Universities Holding Silent Protests Against
Armenian Genocide Denial
On February 4, 2016, the Armenian Student
Associations of UCLA, UC-Santa Barbara, UCNorthridge, USC and Tufts University of Boston
held “Stain of Denial” silent protests, report
Hayern Aysor’s U.S. sources
The goal of the protests is to condemn Turkey’s
policy of denial and the U.S. position on the
issue.

The protests are organized by the AllArmenian Students Association, the Western
and Eastern Regions of the Armenian Youth
Federation, the Armenian Revolutionary
Federation-Dashanktsutyun (ARF-D) “Shant”
Student Association, the Alpha Gamma Alpha
Youth Union and the Science and Power Union.
The protests will continue until February 27.

the Armenian Genocide and adopted on
22 April 2015, similar statements of the
local authorities (particularly the municipal
authorities of Vienna) and the events
sponsored by leader of the Catholic Church of
Austria, Cardinal Schönborn.
The participants recognized the Armenian
cultural festival in Austria, the concerts of Karen
Asatrian and his Armenian Spirit Ensemble in
large Austrian cities and the implementation
of Vigen Kzartmyan’s “Roots of Renaissance”
project by the Youth Symphony Orchestra of
Armenia as the most popular cultural events.
Thanks to the fact that Austrian mass media
outlets always provided coverage of the
given events and several other events (TV
and radio programs and articles devoted to
the Armenian people, history and culture),
Austrian audiences and the public responded
to all the events.
Summing up the fruitful activities of the past
years, Ambassador Kirakossian expressed
gratitude to all the members of the Committee
and to the organizations and members of
the Austrian-Armenian community for their
unconditional efforts.
At the end, Ambassador Kirakossian granted
the letters of gratitude of the President of the
Republic of Armenia to chairperson of the
board of the Council of the Armenian Apostolic
Church Rubina Ghazarian, Austrian-Armenian
businessman Haig Asenbauer-Tchgnavorian
and other members of the Committee.

The Armenian National Home of Sofia
hosted the presentation of the collection
of materials from the conference on “The
Spiritual and Educational Life of the
Armenians in Bulgaria”, which is dedicated
to the 88th birth anniversary and to
the 80th death anniversary of the first
archbishop of the Armenian Diocese of
Bulgaria, Stepannos Hovakimian, reports
Gohar Khnganosian from Sofia.
The materials from the conference held
in 2014 are related to the establishment
of the Armenian Diocese, its leader, the
Armenian churches and schools that

existed and still exist in different parts
of Bulgaria and more. The speeches by
Professor Khitko Vacheyev, Marco Zlatyev,
Onik Pilibosian, Katalina Saltirova-Pavlova,
Vartanush Topakbashian, Yeozheni Sakz,
Masis khajolian, Nerses Shirinian, Onik
Gyulian, Sona Arshavir, Siruhi Sheytanian,
Simon Tyutelian, Gohar Khnkanosian,
Elizabeth Boghosian, Armand Basmajian
and Mihran Boghosian described the
spiritual, educational and cultural issues of
the Armenians of Bulgaria.
With archival and historic facts, or by
directly participating in the events of our
days, the authors show the history and
current state of the Armenian community of
Bulgaria, making the book become not only
interesting, but also unique in its nature.
Among the speakers at the presentation
were
Father,
Archimandrite
Isahak
Poghosyan, as well as Professor G.
Mardirosyan, O. Pilibosyan, V. Topakbashyan
and other attendees. The event ended with
a poem recited by Priest Gusan Hadavian
and a performance of Yekmalyan’s song
“Angelic Song” by Mary Basmajian.

Centenary of the Armenian Genocide
Clark University Grants First-Ever Doctoral Degree In Armenian Genocide Studies To Khachig Mouradian
Clark University is privileged to stand at the forefront
in establishing the Armenian Genocide as a distinct
focus of doctoral study, setting a landmark on Jan. 5,
when Khatchig Mouradian became the first student to
complete a Ph.D. in Armenian Genocide Studies at the
Strassler Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies.
As asbarez.com reports Mouradian defended his
dissertation, Genocide and Humanitarian Assistance
in Ottoman Syria (1915-1917), before Professors Taner
Akҫam and Debórah Dwork, who served as co-directors
of his dissertation committee. Raymond Kévorkian,
Director of the Nubarian Library in Paris, served as the
third committee member.
“This graduation marks a historic turning point in
Armenian Genocide research,” Akcam said during a
celebration to honor Mouradian, held Jan. 29 in the
Strassler Center’s Rose Library.
“He is not only the first Doctor of our Armenian Genocide
track but also the first doctorate in North America after so
many years of silence in the field.”
The event also celebrated Asya Darbinyan, a thirdyear doctoral student who defended the prospectus of
her dissertation, Russian Response to the Armenian
Genocide: Humanitarian Assistance for Armenian
Refugees on the Caucasus Frontline of WW1 (19141917).

Strassler Center Director Debórah Dwork with Khatchig
Mouradian, who was honored as the first-ever Ph.D. in
Armenian Genocide Studies, Jan. 29 at Clark University.
(Source: Spencer Cronin, Clark University)
Dwork, director of the Strassler Center, commented on
both milestones: “The award of the first Ph.D. in Armenian
Genocide Studies is a huge step forward in the field.
Happily, the first recipient is followed by a robust pipeline
of students pursuing groundbreaking dissertation
projects. The Armenian Genocide continues to be beset
by deniers. These young scholars’ research shows
how risible such arguments are. Scholarship trumps
propaganda.”
Mouradian is currently a visiting assistant professor at

the Division of Global Affairs at Rutgers University and
is the coordinator the Armenian Genocide Program at
Rutgers’ Center for the Study of Genocide and Human
Rights (CGHR). He teaches courses on imperialism,
mass violence, and concentration camps in the history
and sociology departments at Rutgers. Mouradian is
also an adjunct professor in the philosophy and urban
studies departments at Worcester State University, where
he teaches courses on urban space and conflict in the
Middle East, genocide, collective memory, and human
rights.
Mouradian was the editor of the Armenian Weekly
from 2007-2014. The recipient of numerous awards,
Mouradian held the Gulbenkian Armenian Studies
research fellowship in 2014 to study the Armenian
community in China in the 20th century. The Organization
of Istanbul Armenians awarded him the first Hrant Dink
Freedom and Justice Medal in 2014.
Carolyn Mugar and her late husband John O’Connor
’78, who was a Clark University trustee, donated the
first-ever endowed Chair in Modern Armenian History
and Armenian Genocide Studies at any university.
They challenged others to join them in supporting this
innovative professorship named in honor of Carolyn’s
parents Stephen and Marian Mugar, as well as Robert
Aram ’52 and Marianne Kaloosdian. Clark alumnus

Robert Kaloosdian, a lawyer in Watertown, MA, and
former president of the Washington, D.C.-based Armenian
National Institute, is a leader in Armenian affairs. In
2002, the Kaloosdian Mugar Chair was established in
the History Department and as a constituent member of
the Strassler Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies.
“The award of the first Ph.D. in Armenian Genocide
Studies is a huge step forward in the field. Happily,
the first recipient is followed by a robust pipeline
of students pursuing groundbreaking dissertation
projects. The Armenian Genocide continues to be
beset by deniers. These young scholars’ research
shows how risible such arguments are. Scholarship
trumps propaganda.” ~ Debórah Dwork
Akcam joined Clark University as Kaloosdian/Mugar
Professor in fall 2008. A leading genocide scholar and
an authority in the history of political violence and torture
in late Ottoman and early Republican Turkey, Akcam is
the first scholar of Turkish origin to acknowledge the
Armenian Genocide and to publish groundbreaking
research on this topic.
Clark University is committed to scholarship and inquiry
that addresses social and human imperatives on a global
basis, and has played a prominent role in the development
of several academic disciplines, including psychology,
geography and interdisciplinary environmental studies.

The pioneering Strassler Center program in Armenian
Genocide Studies embodies the University’s history of
academic innovation.
Founded in 1887 in Worcester, Massachusetts, Clark
University is a liberal arts-based research university
addressing social and human imperatives on a global
scale. Nationally renowned as a college that changes
lives, Clark is emerging as a transformative force in higher
education today. LEEP (Liberal Education and Effective
Practice) is Clark’s pioneering model of education that
combines a robust liberal arts curriculum with lifechanging world and workplace experiences. Clark’s
faculty and students work across boundaries to develop
solutions to complex challenges in the natural sciences,
psychology, geography, management, urban education,
Holocaust and genocide studies, environmental studies,
and international development and social change. The
Clark educational experience embodies the University’s
motto: Challenge Convention. Change Our World.
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Arts & Society
Researchers Have Made a Map Showing Christian She Prayed in Armenian in her
Heritage in Turkey
Deathbed: “Anna Hedvig Bühl”
Movie already on the Internet
Within the scope of the Anatolian
Cultural Heritage Project, the Hrant Dink
Foundation has listed the churches,
synagogues, monasteries, schools, hospitals
and cemeteries built by Armenians, Greeks,
Assyrians and Jews. Based on the results
of the activities carried out over the past
two-and-a-half years, the Foundation has
listed 10,000 structures, of which 4,600 are
Armenian, 4,100 are Greek, 650 are Assyrian
and 300 are Jewish. The Foundation has
made an interactive map including all these
structures. According to Ermenihaber.am,
the map is available at turkiyekulturyarlikiari.
com.
The list was prepared by researchers
Vahagn Keshishian, Nora and Zakaria
Mildanoglu, Norayr Olgar, Mustafa Batman,
Ezgi Deniz Berk, Merve Kurt, Tuna Bashibkek
and others.
In addition to the structures that have
remained standing, the researchers have also
prepared a list of structures that have been
ruined, destroyed, aren’t being preserved,
are used as a reserve or barn, or have turned
into mosques. The Ministry for European
Union Affairs of Turkey, the Open Society
Foundation and the Chrest Foundation, have

supported the project.
The participants of the project provided
Turkey’s Armenian Agos Weekly with details.
They mentioned that this is a unique
effort since there hadn’t been such a
comprehensive study on Christian structures
in Turkey to this day.
The authors mentioned that they widely
used church registries and all the sources
that were somehow related to the structures.
They also had a chance to study the Ottoman

archives under the subordination of the
Turkish government.
The authors mentioned that the greatest
difficulty for them was reading the names
of residences of Turkey that were given new
names during the republican era.
The participants of the initiative informed
that the project would continue since they
plan on visiting different regions of Turkey in
the second stage and check all the inspected
structures from time to time.

Arpa International Film Festival Announces 2015
Festival Winners
Best Feature Film Award – “Lost Birds”
(Turkey) Ela Alyamac, Aren Perdeci
Best Director Award – “Lost Birds” (Turkey)
Ela Alyamac, Aren Perdeci
Best Documentary Film Award – “My Life
in China” (USA) Director, Kenneth Eng
Best Short Film Award – “The Loyalist”,
(South Korea) Director, Minji Kang
Best Screenplay Award – “Three Windows
and a Hanging” ( Kosovo ) Zymber Kelmendi
Armin T. Wegner Humanitarian Award
– “Lost Birds” Ela Alyamac and Aren Perdeci
(writers-directors-producers)
The 18th Annual Arpa International Film
Festival (November 13- 15, 2015) screened 46
films from 22 countries.
The sold out event, opening night’s World
Premiere Film “LOST BIRDS” stole everyone’s
heart. This heartwarming film from Turkey, in
Armenian and Turkish languages was filmed in
Capadoccia, Turkey. The story takes place in 1915,
from the point of view of two children. It is about
Bedo, played by (Heros Agopyan) and Maryam,
played by (Dila Uluca), whose beautiful, warm, and
happy lives in Anatolia comes to an end when their
grandfather played by (Sarkis Acemoglu) is taken
away by soldiers. Out of extreme fear, their mother,
played by (Takuhi Bahar), forbid the children to
go outside, but being children, they sneak out to
their favorite spot to play, only to come back to an
empty home and an empty village. Their fear takes
over, and with their bird that they had saved, they
embark on a journey toward Aleppo to find their
mother, and their fellow villagers.
During the three days of the festival, the
filmgoers enjoyed such films as Sabre Dance (USA),
I Want to be a King” (Iran), Our Village (Armenia),
Straw Dolls (USA), The Loyalist (South Korea),
Armenopolis, Armenian Soul (Romania), Daylight
after the Century (UK), Shattered, (Canada),
Armenia Sings in our Hearts (Brazil), Family Dance
(USA), While they were Flying to the Moon (Serbia),
Three Windows and a Hanging (Kosovo), Paul The
Birdman (USA), Get Up (Australia) and many more.

The evening’s Master of Ceremonies was
award winning producer, director, chair of AFFMA
Advisory Board Charles Davis. Seven presenters,
Michael Arabian, Anne Bedian, Bertila Damas, Rick
Rosenthal, Janet Roth, Hrach Titizian, and Karina
Weeks graced the stage and introduced the award
winners. Half-way through the ceremony, soulful
singer, Shaherah White warmed the room singing,
My Funny Valentine.

The closing night festivities started with a
short film by Levon Minasian of Paris, France titled
“The Sandwich Island Man” which entertained the
audience.
“I love Arpa International Film Festival with all
my heart. I love the organizer, Sylvia Minassian
who has managed this challenging work with
inexhaustible energy for over 17 years. I am
grateful that all of my films have been a part of
the festival over the years. I have never been able
to attend in person, but I hope to personally show
my film to the faithful festival public,” was the
comment made by the filmmaker Levon Minasian
in an interview with Sharon Swainson, a freelance
writer.
The Awards ceremony started with the
announcements of the winning films followed
by honoring actor David Dastmalchian with the
Rising Star Award, who touched the audience
with a moving acceptance speech that focused on
giving back and supporting creative expression.
He thanked the Festival for “helping young actors
and struggling filmmakers all over the world to
continue to express themselves and tell their
story;” and he assured everyone that “no matter
how little our stories are, they are worth telling.”

The final award of the night, the Lifetime
Achievement Award was presented to Esai
Morales, an outstanding actor and activist, or
“Actorvist”, who captivated the audience, by
ending his powerful speech with the following
statement:
“Take on your fears. Don’t let your fears shut
your greatness down. You have a reason for being
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“Anna Hedvig Bühl” or “The Last Prayer”
documentary movie, dedicated to the
anniversary of the Armenian Genocide, is
on the internet. The film has been shot by
“Sharm Pictures” and “Yan Team Production”
at the request of the State Commission on
Coordination of Events for the Commemoration
of 100th Anniversary of Armenian Genocide.
“Sharm Pictures” informed “Armenpress” that
the movie reveals the story of an Estonian
missioner Anna Hedvig Bühl, who first visited
Western Armenia, Marash, Cilicia in 1909
and since then she became the loyal friend
of Armenians, dedicating the rest of her life
to the orphans and widows, who survived the
genocide. She continued her commitment
in Syria, engaging in essential problems of
banished Armenians in Aleppo and becoming
the mother of thousands of orphans and the
sister of widows.
The movie, which has duration of 26

minutes, is a true story, based on the content
of letters written by or addressed to Bühl. It
also contains historical references to the
dooms of Armenians, living from 1909 to the
1980s. The film reveals the historical truth
of the Armenian genocide, as well as the life
of Armenians living in Aleppo after 1915.
Mother Bühl spent the last years of her life
in a German nursing home for elderly people.
After 90 years of life the aged woman laid in
her deathbed and instead of the 6 languages,
which she had perfect command of, she
prayed in Armenian. My heart is Armenian”,
Mother Bühl used to say. And that heart was
always with the people, who were warmed
and saved by her, while her memory will stay
alive in many generations of Armenians.
Script was authored by Sona Aleksanian,
the director is Vahe Yan, camera operator
¬ Robert Kharazyan and producer ¬ Karen
Ghazaryan.

Masis Arakelian to Give “Krunk”
(Crane) Concert Presenting
Armenian Classical Music of The
Past 300 Years

on this planet. Find it. And fight your challenges
and let them (your challenges) make you a better
person.”
Morales received a well-deserved standing
ovation.
Founded in 1995, Arpa Foundation for
Film, Music, and Art is a non-profit organization,
formed for the purpose of promoting the arts
and enhancing the cultural environment of our
community by supporting artists who bridge
the cultural divide, unifying diverse people and
cultures through the arts.
Since its inception, AFFMA has supported
a spectrum of artists including writers,
photographers, filmmakers, dancers, designers,
actors and musicians, by staging networking
events, concerts, art exhibits, book signings,
fashion shows, talent shows, musical
performances, lectures, forums, comedy nights,
special screenings, private premiers, and most
significantly staging its signature event, the Arpa
International Film Festival since 1997.
For over 18 years, Arpa international film
festival continues to promote independent
filmmakers, cultivating cultural understanding and
global empathy in the heart of Hollywood. Through
the generous support of our donors and sponsors,
our yearly film festival event inspires people of
all backgrounds and creates opportunities for
creative expression. Arpa’s dedicated production
team is committed to make a difference in fueling
the global arena of independent cinema.
The committee has already begun working
on the 2016 Arpa International Film festival.
Individuals interested in joining the festival
committee should contact AFFMA at AFFMA95@
aol.com
Arpa Foundation for Film, Music and Art is a
charitable, non-profit, tax-deductible organization
registered as a 501 (c) 3 Corporation.

Berlin-based Armenian singer and
composer Masis Arakelian will give two
concerts entitled “Krunk” (Crane) in Armenia.
The first concert will be held at Naregatsi Art
Institute (5 February), followed by the concert

Arthur Apraham Recognized as
Germany’s best Boxer of the Year
Arthur Apraham has been recognized as
Germany’s best boxer of the year, reports the
athlete’s news service, according to NEWS.
am Sport.
Based on the results of a vote held by the
jury and readers of the German BoxSport
magazine, the WBO world champion (in the
super average weight category of professional
boxing) garnered the maximum number of
votes. The 35-year-old boxer is receiving this
title for the seventh time.
Arthur Apraham’s coach Uli Vegner has
been recognized as the best coach of the
year for the 13th time.
Let us remind that Abraham’s next duel
will be held on 9 April in Las Vegas where he
will face off with 24-year-old Mexican boxer
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at Cafesjian Center for the Arts (9 February),
reports Hayernaysor.am.
With his unique adaptations, tenor Masis
Arakelian will perform Armenian classical
music of the past 300 years with the
accompaniment of pianist Armen Aghajanyan.
Born in Iran, Masis Arakelian received his
first prize at the age of 13. He studied opera
singing and composing in Berlin where he
also founded and directed the choir of the
local Armenian community.
In 2013, the young composer released his
album titled “Krunk” (Crane), which includes
his works, as well as the works of Komitas
and other famous composers and their
adaptations.

Gilberto Ramirez. Arthur Abraham’s last
duel was held on 14 May 2012 in California
where he lost to American boxer Andre Ward.
His previous duel was held on 21 November
2015 in the German city of Hanover where he
won English boxer Martin Murray.
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