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Karabakh Is Much Free Than Azerbaijan
We Do Our Best to Build Nationwide According to Freedom House Survey
Army, Says Defense Minister
News from Armenia

Armenia’s political-military leadership is
doing today all its best today to have a
nationwide army, the minister of defense said
as he talked to reporters in Yerevan’s military
pantheon Yerablur on Thursday morning.
“[We work towards] becoming a nationwide army and to ensure the defense of our

people. It is symbolic that we all visit Yerablur
today and meet our companions-in-arms and
their families to offer our congratulations,”
Seyran Ohanyan said.
The minister added that the national army’s
combat-readiness allows them to state today
that the Armenian Army is really “competitive
and victorious.”

Armenian Army Celebrates 24th
Anniversary

Nagorno-Karabakh remains a “partly free”
territory governed by a less repressive
administration than Azerbaijan, the U.S.
human rights group Freedom House said in an
annual survey released this week.
Freedom House evaluated “political rights”
and “civil liberties” in 195 countries and 15
territories, including Karabakh, on a 7-point
scale, with 1 representing the most free and
7 the least free. It again rated both Karabakh
and Armenia “partly free” and kept Azerbaijan
in the “not free” category of nations surveyed.
What is more, the “Freedom in the World
2016” survey further downgraded Azerbaijan’s
ratings, giving the authorities in Baku a median
score of 6.5.
“Azerbaijan’s political rights rating declined
from 6 to 7 due to an intensified crackdown on
dissent, widespread irregularities surrounding
the November parliamentary elections, and

serious violations of the right to a fair trial in
cases against journalists, opposition activists,
and human rights defenders,” it explained.
“President Ilham Aliyev’s government used
the polls to show its teeth to the democratic
world, barring several foreign journalists from
covering the process and imposing restrictions
on international observer groups that led some
to suspend their monitoring missions,” adds
the report.
By comparison, Karabakh’s political rights and
civil liberties ratings remained unchanged at 5.
Freedom House upgraded the status of the
Armenian-populated unrecognized republic,
which broke away from Azerbaijani rule in
the early 1990s, from “not free” to “partly
free” in 2013. The watchdog attributed
that to Karabakh’s “competitive” July 2012
presidential election which it said featured a
“genuine opposition.”

The Azerbaijani government on Thursday
condemned the U.S. watchdog’s latest
evaluations of Azerbaijan and especially
Karabakh. “Setting aside the separatist regime
created in the occupied territories of Azerbaijan
in the latest annual report is yet another
instance of bias shown by Freedom House,”
Foreign Ministry spokesman Hikmet Hajiyev
said, according to the APA news agency.
Hajiyev said that previous reports also
exposed “Freedom House’s biased attitude
towards Azerbaijan’s territorial integrity and
sovereignty.”
Like other Western human rights groups,
Freedom House has repeatedly decried the
arrests and imprisonment of dozens of Aliyev
critics in recent years. In 2014, it urged the
United States and the European Union to
consider imposing sanctions on Azerbaijani
officials involved in human rights abuses.

News from the World

PACE Adopts Bosnia MP’s anti-Armenian Report
January 28 marked the day of the Armenian
Army and the Armenian soldier.
The Armed Forces of the Third Republic of
Armenia celebrated their 24th anniversary.
The national army came into being in a very
difficult period that saw the agony of the
USSR. In the complicated geopolitical context,
people in Nagorno-Karabakh (Artsakh) stood
up for self-determination, a campaign that
later developed into a large-scale war, claiming
many young lives. It took over four years to build
the national army, which received its baptism
by fire in different rounds of the NagornoKarabakh liberation battle, standing up for the
defense and security of the people in Armenia
and Artsakh.
The process involved both active and patriotic
officers who had received their military
education in the Soviet times and a new
generation volunteers who built the backbone
of the Armenian army.
As early as in 1994, army building, sustainable
development, combat efficiency raising
and training of personnel became regular
processes, leading up to the creation of the
Ministry of Defense and five army corpses.
Today, many veterans of the liberation
struggle affirm with a high sense of pride that
Armenia now has the kind of Army which was
unimaginable for many decades before.
“The Armenian Army today is the most efficient
and organized army in the region and one of
our nation’s greatest achievements,” Spartak
Matevosyan, who served as a regiment
commander during the war, told Tert.am.
The veteran, who joined a special purpose

regiment to fight in the hottest spots,
remembered that after the call by then Minister
of Defense Vazgen Sargsyan (for recruiting 1015 young men from each region), even more
volunteers joined their ranks to head to the
frontline.
“The spirit of those days and the limitless
devotion to the fatherland exists also today
when it comes to the point. I often visit the
border zones, and today were are visiting
the Vazgen Sargsyan Military Institute [to
meet with] fellows who shine with the same
brightness and patriotism and are even more
literate than we were.”
Speaking to Tert.am, Igor Sargsyan, who
participated in the historic battle to liberate
Shushi as a member of a students’ detachment,
agreed that the Armenian army is the most
powerful in the region at present.
“These are not mere words of laudation; that’s
the truth. The border incidents in the past 1.5
years demonstrate that our soldiers stand
ready [for our defense]. They are firm in both
spirit and discipline. Our soldier today is fully
equal with his task,” he noted.
Sargsyan remembered that the land loser
complex and the psychic state of a migrant –
which many champions of freedom initially
experienced – disappeared very soon, turning
into a feeling of pride.
“Those people knew they had lost lands, but
the liberation of Shushi corrected the backbone
of our people, giving a higher confidence to
us, the volunteers, in our ability to liberate
our fatherland. You would have seen that
enthusiasm if you had visited Shushi the day it
was liberated,” the veteran remembered.

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of
Europe (PACE) on Tuesday voted on PACE MP
Milica Marković’s (Bosnia and Herzegovina)
anti-Armenian
report
about
Sarsang
Reservoir in Nagorno-Karabakh, and entitled
“Inhabitants of frontier regions of Azerbaijan
are deliberately deprived of water.”
The respective draft resolution was adopted by
a vote of 98 for, 71 against, and 40 abstentions.

As reported earlier, however, the PACE MPs
rejected MP Robert Walter’s (UK) anti-Armenian
report entitled “Escalation of Violence in
Nagorno-Karabakh and Other Occupied
Territories of Azerbaijan.”
To note, representatives of the Unified
European Left Group, the Socialist Group, and
the European People’s Party voted against both
anti-Armenian reports.

Grigor Hovhannisyan, Armenia’s New Ambassador to
the US Delivers His Credentials to President Obama

Washington, DC. Career diplomat Grigor
Hovhannisyan, Armenia’s newly appointed
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
to the United States delivered his credentials
to President Obama on Thursday, January 28,
2016.
Prior to his Washington appointment, Grigor
Hovhannisyan has served as Armenia’s
ambassador to Mexico, Costa Rico, and as the
country’s Consul General in Los Angeles.
Hovhannisyan was born in Yerevan in 1971.

After completing his studies at the Yerevan
State University, Department of Oriental
Studies specializing in Arab Studies in 1992,
he moved on to study Middle East Politics at
the Haigazian University in Lebanon in 19921993 and received his MA from The Fletcher
School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University,
Boston, MA in 2001.
Before a career in the diplomatic service of
the Republic of Armenia, Grigor Hovhannisyan
held a number of positions in UN programs and
specialized agencies, working in Africa and the
Middle East.
1994-1996: Coordinator of the “Shelter”
program, UN High Commissioner for Refugees
Yerevan Office.
1996-1998: Assistant to the Special
Coordinator, UN Special Mission, African Great
Lakes region. 19982000 Head of Kinshasa (Democratic Republic
of Congo) and Brazzaville (Republic of
Congo) Offices, UN Secretariat Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.

2001-2003: UNESCO Team Leader and
emergency Planner, Middle East Peace Process
in Jerusalem.
2002-2003: UN Field Coordinator in Palestinian
territories, West Bank and the Gaza Strip
(Ramallah and Gaza City)
2004: Senior Advisor to the Deputy Special
Representative of the Secretary General, UN
Assistance Mission to Iraq.
2005-2008: Visiting lecturer at Yerervan State
University, Faculty of Oriental Studies. August–
October of
2006: Field Coordinator, UN Emergency
Mission, Saida, Lebanon.
2006-2009: Executive Director of the “Shushi
Revival Fund”, Armenia.
2009 to 2014 he was the Consul General of
Armenia in Los Angeles. Scholar, political
tactician, seasoned strategic communicator,
Fletcher Graduate, and former United Nations
employee in foreign lands like Lebanon, Israel,
and the African Congo will assume his post on
February 1.
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Breakthrough or Breakdown in Nagorno Karabagh?
By Edmond Y. Azadian
Once again, the Karabagh conflict
prominently appears on the political radar of
the Caucasus, raising for some the possibility
of a breakthrough settlement and for others,
the specter of a renewed war.
The situation is so fluid that the issue can
veer in any direction unexpectedly. “This is
a war and I would ask you to use the term
‘war’ and not to use the phrase ‘ceasefire
violations,’ because, in effect, we don’t have
a ceasefire anymore,” announced Armenia’s
Defense Ministry Spokesman Artrsun
Hovhannisyan to reporters in December.
That was right after the presidents of
Armenia and Azerbaijan met once again
in Bern, Switzerland, to spin their wheels.
Someone close to Azerbaijan’s ruling circle
characterized the meeting as a routine
formality.
And indeed, the intensifying border hostility
looks like anything but a ceasefire violation,
especially when Azerbaijan has moved the
battleground from its border with Karabagh
to the sovereign territory of Armenia proper,
leading many citizens to wonder what good
is Armenia’s strategic alliance with Russia, if
the treaty does not cover the entire territory
of Armenia.
In reality, Karabagh is once again caught
in a tug-of-war between forces which have
been trying to consolidate their positions in
a renewed cold war.
The US ambassador to the Minsk Group of the
Organization for Security and Cooperation
in Europe (OSCE), James Warlick, has used
wording to describe the situation which is
very similar to that of Armenia’s Defense
Ministry. He said, “This is not a ‘frozen
conflict,’ but is a forgotten conflict, with a
real risk of spinning out of control.”
The explosive situation has precipitated as
a result of dynamic changes in the region:
Russia’s confrontation with the West has
forced Moscow to resolve conflicts its own
way — the 2008 war with Georgia, the
Crimean referendum, the Syrian war and
the standoff with Turkey. And since Moscow
holds the key to resolving the Karabagh
conflict, the West, and in particular, the US,
was concerned that it would be outwitted
in the game. Therefore it intensified its
diplomatic activities. The European Union
announced that there is only one way to
solve the Karabagh conflict — peaceful
settlement. On the other hand, the United
States Congress held closed hearings on
the Nagorno Karabagh conflict, as leading
members of Congress are pushing for
conflict-resolution measures favored by
Armenia but opposed by Azerbaijan.
House Foreign Affairs Committee Chair Ed
Royce (R-CA) and the leading Democrat
on the committee, Eliot Engel, have
recommended that snipers from both
sides of the contact line move back and
that monitoring equipment be installed to
detect ceasefire violations. That has been
Armenia’s request for the past several years,
to no avail. Azeris have been asking for
the removal of all “occupying” forces from
Karabagh.
The US State Department has moved in

parallel with Congress by dispatching a
senior diplomat to Baku and Yerevan.
Charles Kupchan, senior director for
European Affairs at the US National Security
Council, met with President Serge Sargisian
and Foreign Minister Eduard Nalbandian
last week. Although the substance of the
talks were not made public, it is known that
the Armenian side thanked the US profusely
for its assistance and support.
Also, Kupchan thanked Armenia for providing
peacekeeping forces in Afghanistan and
Kosovo, under NATO command.
In yet another warning signal to Azerbaijan,
the US Congress began to draft a resolution
to condemn President Ilham Aliyev and
his regime for its persecution of NGOs,
journalists and human rights activists.
Although the draft resolution was not
brought to a vote, the Azeri government got
the point.
While the tension between the regional
powers has contributed to the political
dynamics, Azerbaijan’s domestic woes also
play a role in exacerbating the situation.
In a major piece, Thomas de Waal, senior
associate with Carnegie Europe, analyzed
the reasons behind the increasingly
belligerent rhetoric of the Aliyev regime.
Seventy five percent of Azerbaijan’s budget
is based on the country’s oil revenue. The
drop in the oil prices to a level below $30 a
barrel shocked the country’s economy and
triggered a downward spiral in the valuation
of the country’s currency, the manat. The
shock hit the middle class and hampered
the government’s appetite for expensive and
sophisticated armaments.
The sputtering economy has also caused
a social shakeup. With Azerbaijan now
suddenly strapped for cash, its rulers are
not able to quiet domestic concerns with the
economic stability that wealthy state coffers
bring.
The first political casualty in Azerbaijan was
Eldar Mahmudov, the country’s long serving
national security minister. He was sacked,
along with most of his circle, being accused
of conspiracy. Mr. De Waal asks in his article,
“At what point do economic protests become
political? It is a blurry line.”
Iran’s nuclear deal had both an economic
and political impact on Azerbaijan — Tehran’s
entry in the energy market hit Azerbaijan’s
treasury hard. Even yesterday’s ally, Georgia,
began negotiating with Tehran to buy gas.
Also, the West had been supporting Baku
against Tehran, especially in its strategic
designs. At one point, Baku was even
aspiring to conquer northern Azerbaijan
from Iran and expand its territory. All these
dreams seem to have gone belly up with
Iran’s change of course.
These developments are adding up and
driving the Aliyev regime to desperation,
thereby forcing it to look for scapegoats. That
scapegoat could not be anything other than
Armenia, so Mr. De Waal concludes: “The
increasing worry is that an Azerbaijani regime
that is in desperate straits might choose to
‘play the Karabagh card’ — the one grievance
that can rally all Azerbaijanis around the flag
— and start a military operation, large or
small, to recover lost territory. In that case,

Portrait of a Turkish-American
Genocide Denialist
By Harut Sassounian

the Armenians would be bound to strike
back and a new and potentially catastrophic
conflict in the Caucasus would break out.”
Turkey in its turn has had a role in this chess
game. The Erdogan government had been
arrogantly chasing a neoOttomanist role in
the entire Middle East. It played its hand
recklessly and it has been licking its wounds
ever since. In a desperate move, Ankara is
extending a friendly hand to Israel to revamp
the relations it damaged so gleefully. Turkey
is trying to put together an alliance of sorts
linking itself with strange bedfellows Saudi
Arabia and Israel to counter Iran’s influence
in the region. Ankara is desperately looking
to mend its broken relations with Cairo,
playing the Sunni card. The same card has
no currency in Azerbaijan, where the majority
belongs to the Shia branch of Islam, and the
population tends to be secular. A different
card is used by Ankara in Azerbaijan — “One
nation, two governments” — full of empty
platitudes.
To boost morale in Azerbaijan, Turkish
Foreign Minister Mevlut Çavusoglu recently
visited Baku, where he announced, “the
normalization of Turkish-Armenian relations
is not possible without the liberation of the
occupied territories of Azerbaijan.”
Of course, Çavusoglu could not dare
go beyond his traditional mantra, given
Turkey’s standoff with Russia and the recent
concentration of Russian armaments in
Armenia. Some voices in Moscow have been
suggesting a breakthrough in Karabagh.
Thus, Dmitry Savelyev, a member of the
Russian State Duma and head of the
Russian-Azerbaijani
inter-parliamentary
friendship group, recently expressed hope
that a breakthrough would take place,
noting that contrary to the deadlock over
some issues, the work is progressing
properly. He also echoed Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov’s earlier statement
that “seven occupied Azerbaijani regions”
attached to Nagorno Karabagh should be
returned to Azerbaijan.
While the OSCE Minsk Group mediation is
working to achieve the Madrid Principles,
which call for the release of those seven
regions, ensure the rights of all internally
displaced person and refugees to return to
their former places of residence, allowing
Nagorno Karabagh to hold a referendum to
determine its future status.
It is said that the Chinese word for crisis has a
double meaning, connoting also opportunity.
Therefore, if the Chinese formula works in
the Caucasus, maybe a breakthrough will be
achieved soon.

The Armenian Mirror-Spectator

While Armenian-Americans closely follow
the sinister efforts of Turkey and its lobbying
firms, they rarely pay attention to a handful
of Turkish-Americans who are either on the
payroll of the Turkish government or blindly
carry out propagandistic activities out of a
misguided sense of patriotism!
One such Turkish-American is Oya Bain who
was described in a recent interview by the
Turkish denialist website HistoryofTruth.
com as “one of the most active names in
the Turkish American Diaspora.” She is a
Board Member of the Assembly of Turkish
American Associations (ATAA), a coalition of
60 Turkic associations in the United States.
Bain claims that after many years of ATAA’s
efforts in organizing “lectures, conferences,
programs about the false Armenian claims
throughout the U.S., in 2015 [Armenian
Genocide Centennial], the frequency and
the intensity of such programs reached
the highest number.” She adds that
there has been a significant “increase
in the number of serious scholars and
academicians studying the Ottoman period
during WWI objectively and publishing their
findings without the Armenian threats and
intimidation of the previous years.”
Curiously, Bain uses the wording, “we have
serious scholars,” when naming denialist
writers Ed Erickson, Michael Gunter,
Guenter Lewy, Tal Buenos, Jeremy Salt,
Norman Stone, Christopher Gunn, Maxime
Gauin, and Pat Walsh. What exactly does
Bain mean by saying, “we have” them? This
phraseology is surely a “kiss of death” for
any self-respecting scholar!
Responding to a question regarding
relations between Armenians and Turks
in Washington, DC, Bain takes advantage
of the opportunity to attack the Armenian
National Committee of America (ANCA):
“Yes, we have friends in the Armenian
community. Turkish Armenians are warm,
friendly and like us. Then, we face entities
like ANCA, a relentlessly hostile and negative
organization, prejudice, exaggerations and
outright lies in the media, political circles,
academia.” She is also not too fond of my
weekly columns: “Just recently, an Oct.
20, 2015 article by extremist writer Harut
Sassounian was headlined as ‘To Ban
Genocide Denial, [European] Court Incites
Armenians to Commit Violence.’”
Closing her eyes to the millions of dollars
spent every year by the Turkish government
to manipulate politicians, journalists,
authors, and so-called scholars, Bain
exaggerates the measly budgets of ANCA
and Armenian Assembly, falsely describing
them as “well-funded, have plush offices
and large staff…. It is definitely an industry.”
Bain proudly reports that the Turkish
Caucus in the House of Representatives has
grown from 62 in 2005 to 151 members.
Acknowledging that money buys votes, as in
the case of former House Speaker Dennis
Hastert, she asserts: “We don’t have as
many votes as the Armenian and Greek
communities, but we can provide financial

and volunteer support.” Bain lashes out at
Senator Menendez and House members
Pallone and Pelosi by describing them as
“die hard members [of Congress] who are
very rigid and very antagonistic to Turks.”
As a seasoned propagandist, Bain states
that her organization tries to win over — I
would say ‘fool’ — members of Congress
by presenting to them “a message of
reconciliation with Armenia.” As an example,
she cites “ATAA’s support for the 2009
Armenian Turkish Protocols, especially the
formation of an independent committee of
objective historians to study the ArmenianOttoman conflict.” She conveniently forgets
to mention that Turkey has persistently
refused to ratify the Protocols!
Acknowledging that ATAA was established
in 1979 by Sukru Elekdag, then Turkish
Ambassador to the United States, Bain
inadvertently discloses ATAA’s extensive
political activities which violate the
organization’s non-profit status! She
unwisely urges ATAA groups “to get out of
the harmful mindset that as 501-c-3 [nonprofit] organizations they ‘cannot be active
politically.’ This attitude has seriously
hampered our efforts to challenge the
regional Armenian allegations.” Complaints
should be filed with the IRS to restrict or
terminate ATAA’s lobbying activities.
ATAA may also be in violation of other
U.S. laws. Qualifying as “excellent” the
relationship between ATAA and the
Turkish Embassy in Washington DC, Bain
acknowledges that successive Turkish
Ambassadors in Washington have provided
“much support” to ATAA, such as sponsoring
“many fabulous fund-raising events at the
Embassy.” She does not seem to realize
that her self-aggrandizing revelations
could land ATAA in legal trouble, requiring
registration with the U.S. Department of
Justice as a “foreign agent.”
In her concluding remarks, Bain accuses
the American media of “bias, suppression
of any good news of Turkey, subtle
discrimination.” She then adds: “The
media bias became much worse during
April 24, 2015, the centenary of the
Armenian claims…. It will probably take
another 100 years to reverse and correct
the misconceptions.” Bain vainly hopes
that “in the next 100 years the Armenian
lies and propaganda will be purged and
a balanced view of the Turkish Armenian
tragedy will emerge, respecting the
suffering and death of both peoples during
1915. I think the Armenian tragedy is now
so debased by vulgar propaganda that it
cannot get lower…. One wishes that the
Internet may eventually be cleansed of the
garbage of wrong information about the
Armenian claims. I am hopeful about the
next 100 years. The tide is turning around.”
It is imperative that Armenians counter the
lobbying campaigns of not only the Turkish
government but also ‘Lone Wolves’ like Oya
Bain, without overstepping the bounds of
civility and legality!

www.TheCaliforniaCourier.com

Armenia One of the Most Active Members of CSTO, Says Secretary General
Armenia is one of the most active
members of the Collective Security Treaty
Organization (CSTO) that is always ready for
a compromise when the member-states fail
to agree on certain issues, CSTO Secretary
General Nikolay Bordyuzha told Tert.am.
Tert.am was able to interview Bordyuzha
on his most recent trip to Yerevan.
The interview reads as follows:
Tert.am: What is the purpose of your current
visit to Armenia?
Nikolay Bordyuzha: Armenia is chairing
the CSTO now, which means Armenia’s
representatives are heading all the bodies
in charge of CSTO ensuring management
and development. The Armenian president
is chairing the CSTO Council. I have arrived
to inform the top officials of our work and
projects, and of results of our work.
Moreover, we have finished agreeing on
the plan to implement the presidential
decisions approved by the CSTO Council in
Dushanbe and Moscow. As CSTO chairman,
President Serzh Sarkissian is to approve the
plan. We have numerous issues to discuss
and a number of interesting security
projects. However, their implementation
requires approval by Armenia’s leadership.
Tert.am: What specific projects are in
question?
N.B.: First, we are seriously working on
counter-terrorist measures. It is a broad
range of measures we have to implement.
Secondly, we are paying great attention
to military cooperation – from reforming
the activities of the Joint Staff to forming

government bodies, organizing military
exercises, improving combat training
system, and ensuring compatibility of
troops and liaison.
We are seriously working on the creation
of a crisis response center, which means
we have to prepare a legal framework for
it activities. We also have to create a video
conference system that would operate in
all the member-states’ interests. All the
issues have to be discussed and reported
primarily to the Armenian president. We are
speaking much of improving coordination
of our foreign policies. In his speech,
Sarkissian said that we are not always
unanimous on foreign policy, failing to
listen to one another and help one another
when a critical situation develops. In this
respect, we have to take steps to improve
coordination of our foreign policies and
mutual help.
We have discussed the problem with
Armenian Foreign Minister Edward
Nalbandian. Furthermore, we have plans
to improve the collective security system
in emergencies. And the idea is that our
Ministries for Emergency Situations be able
to coordinate their potential in the case of
man-caused or natural disasters. We have
numerous projects, which require funding
and approval. That is also why I have come
to Armenia.
Tert.am: What’s your assessment of
Armenia’s role in the CSTO? What are
Armenia’s
initiatives?
N.B.: Since Armenia is in a ‘neither-peace-

no-war’ state, and with the situation
surrounding Nagorno-Karabakh and its
relations with its neighbors considered, it
is always involved in a collective security
system. And it relies on its partners in the
case of any escalation. In this context,
Armenia is proposing numerous measures
that would strengthen all the memberstates’ national security. So I consider
Armenia is one of the most interested
actors of the CSTO that is always ready for
a compromise when all the member-states
fail to agree on certain issues.
Each country is like a human being with its
own national interests.
Even people do not always get on with one
another. And countries, which have their
own interests and positions that are often
different, find it difficult to come to terms on
certain issues, especially on such issues as
security.
That is why we do not always succeed in
agreeing our positions on certain sensitive
subjects. Armenia is always actively seeking
to unite the partners, ensure solidarity and
mutual support.
Tert.am: In your opinion, what are the major
threats and challenges facing the CSTO
member-states?
N.B.: Terrorism is issue number one for us
now. It implies Islamic fundamentalism,
extremist terrorist organizations – and
I am not speaking of Islamic ones alone.
Some of them are Christian and orthodox.
Each society is faced with such a threat, so
terrorism is number one issue for us.

The second issue is Afghanistan. The
situation there will have its impact on the
central region.
The third issue is the Caucasus. We must
never allow a frozen conflict develop into an
active one.
Consequences are going to be disastrous
for all the states – for Russian and for all
the other regional states.
Our countries must aim their potential at a
peaceful settlement of the conflict.
Fourthly, we are very concerned over military
infrastructure being strengthened around
our borders. I mean the borders of Russia

and Belarus. Arms buildup is in progress
in the Baltic States and in Poland. NATO
and the United states are deploying their
military bases and air defense systems.
And it could cause a confrontation.
All the talks about someone seeking to
capture Lithuania, Estonia and Latvia are
Latvia are nonsense.
It is common knowledge that talks about
Russia allegedly seeking to capture the
Baltic States are nothing but attempts
to extort money from partners, kind of
racketeering. Well aware of that and they
are affectedly responding.
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Paris - France

Hollande has Entrusted to Jean-Paul Costa
Preparation of New Bill Criminalizing Denial of the
Armenian Genocide
The annual dinner of the Coordination
Council of Armenian Organizations in France
was held on January 28 in Paris’s l’Hôtel
du Collectionneur. The event was attended
by French President Francois Hollande, the
Mayor of Paris Anne Hidalgo, the worldfamous
Armenian singer, Armenia’s ambassador
to Switzerland Charles Aznavour, as well as
French-Armenian public and political figures.
In his speech, Hollande said that France
resumed discussions on the preparation of
a law criminalizing denial of the Armenian
Genocide mentioning that he entrusted its
preparation to the former president of the
European Court of Human Rights Jean¬Paul
Costa.
“I have called on Jean¬Paul Costa, who is one
of our best lawyers, to make our legislation to
find any substantial way which undoubtedly will
defend the memory of Armenian Genocide,”
Francois Hollande announced followed by
applauses of the attendance, “Armenpress”
reports, citing the official website of Élysée
Palace. The French president added that
Jean¬Paul Costa will find all the guarantees
in short period thereafter to prevent any legal

disagreement related to the law.
Hollande stressed the unconditional
constitutionality of the new law as if it is
appealed in the European Court of Human
Rights (ECHR), “It will be a terrible defeat for

France and disclaimer for Hay Tad.
” The French President also assured that the
bill criminalizing the denial of the Armenian
Genocide has nothing to do with elections.

Beirut-Lebanon

UNIFIL at Armenian Catholic Holy Cross-Harboyan
High School
By Greg Hagopian
Introduction:
UNIFIL Mandate
According to Security Council resolutions 425 (1978)
and 426 (1978) of 19 March 1978, UNIFIL was
established to:
-Confirm the withdrawal of Israeli forces from
southern Lebanon.
-Restore international peace and security.
-Assist the Government of Lebanon in ensuring the
return of its effective authority in the area.
According to Security Council resolution 1701 (2006)
of 11 August 2006, UNIFIL, in addition to carrying out
its mandate under resolutions 425 and 426, shall:
-Monitor the cessation of hostilities.
-Accompany and support the Lebanese armed forces
as they deploy throughout the South, including along
the Blue Line, as Israel withdraws its armed forces
from Lebanon.
-Coordinate its activities referred to in the preceding
paragraph (above) with the Government of Lebanon
and the Government of Israel.
-Extend its assistance to help ensure humanitarian
access to civilian populations and the voluntary and
safe return of displaced persons.
-Assist the Lebanese armed forces in taking steps
towards the establishment between the Blue Line
and the Litani river of an area free of any armed
personnel, assets and weapons other than those of
the Government of Lebanon and of UNIFIL deployed
in this area.
-Assist the Government of Lebanon, at its request,
in securing its borders and other entry points to
prevent the entry in Lebanon without its consent of
arms or related materiel.
By this resolution, the Council also authorized UNIFIL
to take all necessary action in areas of deployment
of its forces and as it deems within its capabilities,
to ensure that its area of operations is not utilized
for hostile activities of any kind; to resist attempts
by forceful means to prevent it from discharging its
duties under the mandate of the Security Council;
and to protect United Nations personnel, facilities,
installations and equipment, ensure the security and
freedom of movement of United Nations personnel,
humanitarian workers and, without prejudice to the
responsibility of the Government of Lebanon, to
protect civilians under imminent threat of physical
violence.
School Event:
On Friday 29th of January 2016, the UNIFIL visited
Holy Cross-Harboyan Highschool to attend a special
event organized by the school.
The principal of the school Mrs. Rita Boyajian did a
welcome speech presenting the guest who was an
official in the UN civil affairs office.
The guest speeker did a presentation to the students
about the United Nations in general and more

specifically the UNIFIL.
At one point, Mrs. Boyajian also joined the
presentation by presenting photographes of her
visit to the UN headquarters in New York where she
represented the school before a while.
After the presentation some students asked
questions to the guest regarding the beneficial
presentation.
On the occasion of this event, an arts and crafts
project competion was organized at the school where
groups of students had prepared many artworks
concerning UN and UNIFIL.
The 11th grade students (Nareg Basmadjian, Tsoler

Melkissetian, Aline Simonian and Marie Djourian
won the first place. The second place was won by
the 10thgrade students (Marina Ohanian and Tamar
Ganimian). The third place was occupied by the BT2
student (Jack Jizmedjian).
Souvenirs on behalf of the UN were distributed by
the vistors to the attending students. While the
surprise of the event was the announcement that the
winners of the first three places shall be granted the
opportunity to vist Nakoura soon where the UNIFIL
headquarters is.
Used Source for the Mandate:
www.unifil.unmissions.org

Did You Know?
The republic of Armenia is the smallest of the former Soviet Republic nations, a
landlocked country with a population of approximately three million people, located in
the Southern Caucasus and bordered by Turkey, Georgia, Azerbaijan and Iran.
Armenia has a rich cultural, historical and religious heritage
going back 3.500 years. It was the first nation to adopt
Christianity in 300 AD. The St. Etchmiadzin Cathedral which
is the main center of worship is also the oldest cathedral in
the world.
Christian roots and heritage from an important part of
Armenian’s identity. The ark in the well-known tale of Noah
and the flood is said to have rested on top of Mount Ararat,
Armenian’s cherished mountain peak, which is depicted
on its coat of arms, and is now part of Turkey. Armenian
traditions consider Armenians the descendants of Noah,
through his son Japheth.
Armenia is known for its world famous architecture, literature,
and handicrafts. The economy is mainly industrial, and it
exports finished goods, foodstuff and tools in exchange for
raw materials and energy. Yerevan, the capital city is the center for industry and one of the oldest
continuously inhibited cities of the world.
Armenian’s flag is composed of horizontal bands of red, blue and orange. The red symbolizes the
Armenian people’s continued struggle for survival, maintenance of the Christian faith, Armenian’s
independence and freedom. The blue symbolizes the will of the people to live under peaceful skies,
and the orange symbolizes their creative talent and hardworking nature.
Conflicts and persecutions have led to the dispersion of the Armenians to all corners of the world,
including Lebanon, where they make up about percent of the population.
Apart from being actively engaged in the Lebanese society as citizens, the Armenians also play their
part as peacekeepers in South Lebanon. Armenia is a UN troop-contributing country (TCC) since.
The Armenia troops joined UNIFIL in November 2014, and they are responsible for the security and
safety of UNIFIL staff at Sector West HQ in Shama, in southern Lebanon.
“We are on duty 24/7, therefore we do not have the chance to go outside and meet with the
Lebanese people”, said Major Artashes Danielyan. “We hope in the future to have more tasks to
assist more the community because it is always a great feeling to help people”, he said.
Suzane Badereddine and Zeina Ezzeddine
Public Information Office
Source: al-janoub UNIFIL magazine

Mary Papazian Appointed San
Jose State University President

The California State University Board of Trustees
has appointed Mary A. Papazian, Ph.D., as
president of San José State University effective
July 1. Papazian is the daughter of two longtime
Ferrahian Armenian School teachers Marilyn
and Hagop Arshagouni. She is also the wife of
Dr. Dennis Papazian, Professor Emeritus (Retire)
and founding director of the Armenian Research
Center at the University of Michigan-Dearborn.
A seasoned higher education leader with more
than 25 years of teaching and administrative
experience, Papazian is currently serving as
the president of Southern Connecticut State
University (SCSU) in New Haven, Connecticut.
She replaces Susan Martin, Ph.D., who was
appointed as the interim president in August
2015. Papazian will be the university’s 29th
president and the third female president in its
159-year history.
“I am honored that the CSU Trustees have chosen
me as president and entrusted me to build
upon the campus’ long legacy of innovation and
excellence. I look forward to working alongside
the many dedicated faculty and staff who guide
students along their academic journey and
prepare them for achievements beyond the
classroom,” said Papazian.
“Interim President Susan Martin and former
President Mohammad Qayoumi provided the
transformative leadership that built the campus’
reputation as an academic powerhouse,
providing highly qualified graduates for Silicon
Valley companies. Dr. Papazian envisions
partnering with faculty, the campus community
and external stakeholders to expand this
sound foundation and bolster educational
opportunities for students,” said CSU Trustee
Rebecca D. Eisen, who served as the chair of
the Trustees’ Committee for the Selection of
the President. “She has extensive academic
leadership experience and a knack for
connecting campus, organizational and political
leaders to higher education. Best of all, she has
a long history of always putting students first.”
Papazian has served as president of SCSU since
2012, leading a campus of 11,000 students
and overseeing an operating budget of $210
million. While her career at SCSU is marked with
many accomplishments, one of her significant
contributions to the university has been her
personal commitment to student success. As
a result of her efforts, the campus expanded
outreach to feeder community colleges,
bolstered the campus’ advising staff, launched
an online advising tool, and developed summer
scholarships for undergraduate research to
enhance student engagement. In response to
workforce needs, she actively supported new
undergraduate programs in sports management,
respiration therapy and utilities management,
graduate degrees in cyber security, materials

science and applied physics, and an accelerated
MBA program.
Papazian led the university through the final
phase of a successful academic accreditation
process and was instrumental in the university
receiving full approval by the Connecticut
Board of Education for its teacher preparation
program. In addition, she stabilized the
campus’ leadership team, implemented the
Work/Life Balance Initiative for employees and
established the first President’s Commission
on Campus Climate and Inclusion aimed
at enhancing conversations around the
university’s core commitment to social justice,
equity and inclusion. She is also responsible
for transforming the learning environment for
students by overseeing significant physical plant
expansion projects ranging from the completion
of the renovation of the School of Business
complex and renovation and expansion on the
library to the construction of a new Academic
Science Lab Building and a new environmentallysound parking structure.
In addition to reshaping the campus’ academic
programs and physical environment to
facilitate student success, Papazian expanded
the university’s community engagement by
cultivating stronger ties to SCSU’s feeder K-12
school districts, donors and other partners.
Under her leadership, the campus began the
planning phases, in partnership with New
Haven Public Schools, to place a K-4 magnate
school on campus. Furthermore, she worked
to foster a spirit of civic responsibility and
engagement among students, faculty and staff,
which has enabled the campus to earn a place
on the coveted President’s Higher Education
Community Service Honor Roll.
Prior to her tenure at SCSU, Papazian was the
provost and senior vice president for Academic
Affairs at Lehman College of The City University
of New York. She also served as the dean of
the College of Humanities and Social Sciences
at Montclair State University in New Jersey,
and associate dean of the College of Arts and
Science at Oakland University in Rochester,
Michigan. Papazian began her career in higher
education at Oakland University, where she was
an assistant, associate and tenured professor of
English.
Born and raised in Southern California, Papazian
holds a bachelor’s, master’s and Ph.D. in English
from UCLA.
The California State University is the largest
system of senior higher education in the
country, with 23 campuses, 47,000 faculty and
staff and more than 470,000 students. Half
of the CSU’s students transfer from California
Community Colleges. Created in 1960, the
mission of the CSU is to provide high-quality,
affordable education to meet the ever changing
needs of California. With its commitment to
quality, opportunity, and student success, the
CSU is renowned for superb teaching, innovative
research and for producing job-ready graduates.
Each year, the CSU awards more than 100,000
degrees. One in every 20 Americans holding a
college degree is a graduate of the CSU and our
alumni are 3 million strong. Connect with and
learn more about the CSU at CSU Social Media.

Movses Abelian of Armenia Appointed as
Assistant Secretary-General for General
Assembly and Conference Management

United Nations Secretary-¬General Ban Ki¬moon
announced on January 26 the appointment of
Movses Abelian, as Assistant SecretaryGeneral
of the Department of General Assembly and
Conference Management. “Armenpress” was
informed about it by the Department of Press,
Information and Public Relations of Armenia
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Mr. Abelian brings with him over 25 years of
experience in peace and security issues and
conflict resolution as well as extensive expertise
leading, supporting and managing complex
portfolios and intergovernmental processes,
including the General Assembly, the Security
Council and the Executive Boards of United
Nations Funds and Programmes.
As Director of the Security Council Affairs
Division since April 2011, Mr. Abelian served
as the Secretary of the Security Council and
provided substantive advice to the President
and members of the Council and its subsidiary
bodies on matters related to the Council’s work,
practices and procedures. Mr. Abelian also
has several years’ experience in management,
including programme planning and budget,
having previously worked as Secretary of the
Administrative and Budgetary Committee of the
General Assembly (Fifth Committee) and the
Committee on Programme and Coordination at
the United Nations.
Prior to joining the United Nations, Mr.
Abelian was the Ambassador and Permanent

Representative of the Republic of Armenia to
the United Nations (1998¬-2003) and Deputy
Permanent Representative from 1996 to 1998.
During his diplomatic career, Mr. Abelian served
in various capacities including as the Chairman
of the Fifth Committee (1998); Vice¬Chairman
of the United Nations Disarmament Commission
and Special Negotiator for the United Nations
Peacekeeping Scale Financing Reform (2000);
President of the United Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF); and Facilitator for United Nations
Reform during the fifty¬seventh session of the
General Assembly (2002).
Prior to joining Armenia’s Foreign Service in
1992, Mr. Abelian worked in academia as
Associate Professor at Yerevan State University
from 1989.
Mr. Abelian was educated in Armenia, the
Russian Federation and the United States. Mr.
Abelian is married and has two children.

P. 04

February 1- February 7, 2016

Arts & Society
Getty Displays Pages of Medieval Armenian Bible Qatar Airways Announces
Doha – Yerevan Regular Flights
Visitors to the Getty Museum in Los
Angeles can see for themselves what a legal
battle that raged for five years was all about.
Two brilliantly illuminated pages—part of a
table of contents from the Zeyt’un Gospels, a
Medieval Armenian bible—are on show as part
of the exhibition Traversing the Globe Through
Medieval and Renaissance Manuscripts
(until 26 June), The Art Newspaper reports.
The Getty bought eight of these contents
pages, known as a canon table, for $950,000
from an Armenian-American family in 1994.
But their proper ownership has been in
question since 2010, when a US branch
of the Armenian Apostolic Church brought
a lawsuit against the Getty, maintaining
that the pages had been looted during the
Armenian genocide of the First World War.
The lawsuit was finally settled last year,
when the Getty acknowledged the church
as the rightful owner and agreed to pay

undisclosed lawyers’ fees. The church agreed
to donate the pages to the museum.
The pages are by the 13th-century
Armenian master Toros Roslin, who worked
in tempera and gold paint on parchment. A

page on show at the Getty for the first time in
more than a decade reveals how he blends
natural forms such as twisting pomegranate
trees and roosters with architecture, using a
brilliant palette of green, gold, red and blue.

When we became a state orchestra we
did not even know what it meant. It is difficult
to create a staff and to prove within 3 years
that they are professionals.
Our historical concert took place in Berlin
in 2007. After the standing ovation, the
director of Konzerthaus concert hall said
that he had not seen such a reception for
many years. Berlin is a city of standards in
the sphere of music: we realized that all we
had believed in was right and we were on the
right path.
Jubilee concert
The jubilee concert took place on January
25.
Before the concert te artistic director
stated that: “This concert is very important
for us: we sum up the 10 years we had and we
are starting a new stage. It is very important
in terms of principles as the concert will be
viewed as the result of the work done. Various
artists congratulate us on the occasion of our
jubilee, including megastar Serj Tankian. This
speaks of many things. I can say many good
things about the orchestra as the orchestra
is my life. My positive emotions are natural,
but when such an artist as Serj Tankian sees

the quality of our work and says “why not,
let’s cooperate”, it is the greatest guarantee
of international success”.
Krzysztof Penderecki comes to Armenia
especially for the State Youth Orchestra of
Armenia
Maestro Penderecki’s visit is very
important. Nobody can doubt that Penderecki
is a musician that would never come to
Armenia if he did not believe in the orchestra
and its future. Penderecki is a symbol, a living
legend, a musician to be proud of. When I
think that he will arrive in Armenia especially
for us, I feel incredible emotions. This is an
incredible achievement.
The State Youth Orchestra of Armenia
was founded in 2005 by conductor Sergey
Smbatian, who is also its artistic director
and principal conductor. Young and talented
musicians’ maturity to follow the right path of
life, diligence and devotion to the art had a
significant contribution to the establishment
of the Orchestra. In 2008 on the special
decision of the Government of the Republic of
Armenia the orchestra was granted the title of
State Orchestra for their high professionalism
and expansion of contemporary music.

A Decade of Achievements: The State Youth
Orchestra of Armenia Celebrates 10th Jubilee

A group of interesting and young
musicians were introduced to the audience
10 years ago – on January 25, 2006.
The State Youth Orchestra of Armenia
(SYOA) founded by 18-year old Sergey
Smbatian and his group of young musicians
were able to occupy their unique place in
the musical arena of Armenia as well as the
international one within a short period of
time.
“Armenpress” interviewed Artistic Director
and Principal Conductor of SYOA Sergey
Smbatian about the creation of the Youth
Orchestra, its achievements and jubilee.
The Youth Orchestra became State Youth
Orchestra in 2008

Qatar Airways will offer four-times weekly
non-stop flights between Doha and Yerevan
commencing May 15, the airline announced.
Speaking at the launch of Qatar Airways’
new scheduled service to Los Angeles this
month, Qatar Airways Group Chief Executive
Akbar Al Baker commented that passengers
on the new direct service to and from Yerevan
will benefit from easier access to the rest of
the world via Qatar Airways’ global network.
The airline’s expanding global reach,
including its newest USA destinations in
2016 of Los Angeles, Boston and Atlanta,
and significant growth of its modern fleet has
enabled the airline to offer this new service
to Armenia.
Al Baker further said: “With the new service
to Yerevan, the capital of Armenia, Qatar

Airways is again enhancing its worldwide
footprint and expanding travel opportunities
for business and leisure passengers alike.”
Passengers flying from Yerevan and
onwards to any of Qatar Airways more than
150 destinations will enjoy a quick and
convenient transfer at Hamad International
Airport, the newest airport hub in the world.
The airline will fly the A320 aircraft
direct to and from Yerevan on the fourweekly schedule, featuring a two-class
cabin configuration comprising of 12 seats
in Business Class and 132 Economy Class
seats.
Qatar Airways, the national carrier of the
State of Qatar, is one of the fastest growing
airlines operating one of the youngest
fleets in the world. Now in its 19th year of
operations, Qatar Airways has a modern fleet
of 175 aircraft flying to more than 150 key
business and leisure destinations across six
continents. The airline has won a plethora of
awards including being voted by passengers
as the Airline of the Year for the third time
and Best Airline in the Middle East for the
ninth time at the 2015 Skytrax Awards in
June.

Armenian Knitwear Products Are Growing
Between January and November 2015,
compared to the same period of the previous
year, production of rugs and carpets grew
by 0.8%. As reports the National Statistical
Service of the Republic of Armenia, whereas
39.3 tons of rugs and carpets were produced
in the Republic of Armenia between January
and November 2014, Armenia saw a 39.6%
growth in the same period of 2015.
As far as knitwear production is
concerned, between January and November
of 2015, Armenia produced 3,323.0
thousand pieces of knitwear, and between
January and November of 2014-1,891.5
thousand pieces, growing by 75.7%.
According to the NSS, the production of
socks and stockings grew by 55.7%. Whereas
6,785.9 pairs of socks and stockings were
produced between January and November
of 2015, 4,358.6 thousand pairs were
produced in the same period of the previous

year.
As reports the NSS, cotton textile
production has dropped in the mentioned
period. Whereas Armenia produced 10.8
tons of cotton textiles between January and
November of 2014, it produced 7.3 tons
in the same period of 2015, which is 32.4
percent less.

David Nalbandian. An Heir to Victory

By Eugenia Akopian
David Nalbandian is one of the greatest
Argentinian tennis players of all time and one of
the most exceptional athletes in the history of
the sport. Born a winner, he ranked in third place
in the Association of Tennis Professionals tour,
remained in the top ten of the rankings for five
consecutive seasons and showed an indisputable
love for his country when defending Argentina’s
blue-and-white jersey in the Davis Cup.
An heir to victory
With each victory, Nalbandian’s last name
resounded louder both in local media and in
sports sections around the world. He has an
unmistakable accent from Córdoba and an
Armenian mien, but it’s the last three letters of his
last name that tie his identity to his grandfather
Kevork’s hertiage.
Kevork Nalbandian, or Jorge, as he was
called in Argentina, was born in a town in Eastern
Armenia (part of the Russian Empire) around
1909. He was an only child and was raised by his
aunt and father – his mother died when he was
just a baby. His father served in the military and
one day left for the battlefront, never to return.
“The last time my grandfather saw his father was
after a mass in the Armenian church. They had to
leave the church because the attacks had already
begun,” David recounts.
After the Russian Revolution and with
the Russian troops’ withdrawal from the
Caucasian front, the Ottoman forces launched a
counterattack and soon took control of Western
Armenia and large parts of Eastern Armenia that
belonged to the Russian Empire.
Like their countrymen in the Ottoman
Empire, Eastern Armenians also fell victim
to the Genocide campaign.
“My grandfather managed to escape. At the
age of 12 he arrived in France after crossing the
Black Sea and the Mediterranean by ship as a
stowaway,” David says. Later some relatives living
in Buenos Aires obtained documents stating that
Kevork was an adult (which he wasn’t), so that
he could enter Argentina. “We have no record
of that because my grandfather was a man of
few words,” says David. Even so, the family still
keeps his memories alive: “From the family talks

we remember the suffering and hunger he went
through, how he was forced to escape with no
means of subsistence, having to cross deserts
in which thousands of people died. It was not
something he spoke much about: he would start
crying every time and could never finish his story,”
David remembers.
Kevork used to commemorate the Armenian
Genocide by closing his shop, as if it were a
holiday. He prayed and read the Bible in his
mother tongue; this was the only treasure he was
able to rescue when he was forced to leave his
home. “On each anniversary, he kept his feelings
internalized. He didn’t want to discuss the subject,
it made him too distressed. He was a cheerful
man and you would never see him joyless or
suffering. I don’t think I ever saw him sad because
of those memories. He always wanted to move on
and seize the moment,” David says.
On the centennial of the Armenian Genocide
David, together with other public figures, took
part in a TV-spotthat sought to raise awareness
of the events. “It was a timely initiative that was
replicated throughout the country and had a
significant impact. This is part of my history, of our
history, where lending a hand is always a good
thing to do,” David says proudly.
Argentinian in Armenia
David’s grandfather’s ancestral lands had
been expecting him for some time. In 2008 David
came in Armenia to partake in an exhibition
match. “I have seen many cities and cultures
throughout my career, but being in Yerevan is
impressive. One sees things differently with the
eyes of the past, of the family, of recent history”.
“I really liked Armenia and I will definitely
go back some time,” David affirms.
Armenians showed much love and hospitality
to their honorable guest. “What struck me most
were the people. They are very attentive, helpful
and cordial,” David believes. He is perceived as a
hero not only for his sporting achievements, but
also for his attitude toward his roots: “Regardless
of the language barriers, I could tell they were
really attached. By the simple fact of being
Armenian, they see you as their own, as a close
relative. This is proof of the affection and unity
that exists in the Armenian community.”
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King David
For the first time Nalbandian picked up a
tennis racquet at the young age of four. A number
of families from Unquillo (a province of Córdoba,
Argentina), including the Nalbandians, opened
a small club where they built two tennis courts.
First he spent the weekends there with his family
and friends, and then began visiting on weekdays.
“The first steps were more social, I had a great time
there. I spent hours holding a racquet and didn’t
even think I was going to devote my life to it,” David
remembers.
As a boy, he played every sport imaginable:
basketball, soccer, swimming, horse riding, tennis,
BMX. “When I was ten or 12 I started putting more
time and energy into tennis,” David says. Today, his
athletic spirit is more alive than ever: “Whenever
I can, I try to do something. I play golf, soccer, go
fishing, race cars or play polo. Standing still is not
an option,” he laughs, adding: “There will be time
for that later.”
At 14 he became the world champion in Japan
and in 1998 he won the U.S. Open junior title by
beating Roger Federer, who would later become his
frequent opponent on the courts. With determination,
he pursued his career and reached the number
one position in the Argentinian and Latin American
rankings. Crowned in his hometown as “King David”
he flaunted his elegance and outstanding gift for the
sport in every game. With his unbeatable backhand
he won numerous tournaments, obtained 11 titles,
became a Wimbledon finalist and reached number
three in world rankings, competing against strong
opponents like Rafael Nadal and Novak Djokovic.
He made history at the Shanghai Masters
after beating then-number one, Roger
Federer, in a game that lasted more than four
and a half hours.

David has traveled the world, but always
retuned to his hometown. “Unquillo has always
been my safe haven; the place where I returned
to restore my energy and unwind. I always needed
to come back and spend time with my friends and
family, so as to come back to the circuit with more
energy,” he says.
His performance as part of the Argentinian
team at the Davis Cup deserves a chapter of its
own. When representing the country, he gave his
all in every match. “I always liked playing with the
national team. Every time I wore the Argentinian
jersey, it felt differently than just playing for
myself. You have another responsibility, another
commitment, people even look at it differently,”
he smiles.
From tennis courts to cars
David officially retired his racquet in 2013.
He left the professional circuits, but not sport. He
pursued another lifetime passion: cars. “I have
always liked car races. One round of the World Rally
Championship is held in Córdoba and we always
went there with my family. I was passionate for all
things related to motor vehicles,” he remembers.
Thus in 2014 he began partaking in the Argentine
Rally and the same year rose to the podium for
the first time. His victories on the tennis courts
have moved onto racing tracks. Thus far, he has
climbed the podium five times and won the Maxi
Cup at the local “Vuelta de la Manzana” rally.
David Nalbandian Foundation
“Sports help you feel included, related, it is
through them that you learn codes of competition,
friendship and rivalry. These are all great values
to incorporate in your daily life, your work, in any
social context,” Nalbandian believes.
In 2007 the Nalbandian Foundation was set
up with the goal of promoting human development

David Nalbandian after beating Roger
Federer in Shangai, 2005
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and social inclusion through programs focused on
health and sport. “We try to find the right sport for
each person and we encourage people to spend
a few hours a day doing it so that they can enjoy
themselves and have a good time,” David says.
The organization aims to promote actions meant to
reduce the effects of exclusion and discrimination.
Highlighting the close link between heath and
sport, the foundation offers many programs for
children’s development. “We started with that,
and then we opened a rehabilitation center. We
expanded our reach because we noticed that the
needs are huge. We’re trying to help as much as
we can,” David says.

The story is verified by the 100 LIVES
Research Team.
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