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The Government of Armenia will provide 20 million AMD for compensating the tuition fees of Syrian-Armenians 
studying in Armenia.
The corresponding bill is included in the agenda of the October 27 Cabinet meeting. Currently 400 out of 500 
SyrianArmenian students in Armenia are in need of tuition fees. As during previous years, this year also the “Calouste 
Gulbenkian” Foundation and AGBU are ready to provide 125K USD each for partial compensation of tuition fees of 
Syrian Armenians for 2016-2017.
However another 20 million AMD is needed for complete compensation of the fees.

President of Nagorno-Karabakh Republic (Artsakh) Bako 
Sahakyan on Monday received in Stepanakert the OSCE 
Minsk Group Co-Chairs Igor Popov (Russian Federation), 
Pierre Andrieu (France), James Warlick (USA), personal 
representative of the OSCE chairman-in- office, Ambassador 
Andrzej Kasprzyk after their visit to Baku on October 22.
According to a statement by Artsakh’s presidential office, the 
meeting discussed the Artsakh conflict as well as its recent 
developments. Sahakyan voiced Azerbaijan’s continuous 
violations of the ceasefire agreement and the country’s 
ongoing anti-Armenian policy.
The meeting comes a few days after Azerbaijan assumed an 
infringement attempt in the eastern and southern directions 
of the Nagorno-Karabakh (Artsakh) and Azerbaijan border.
Sahakian highlighted the vitality of elaborating mechanisms 
to maintain the ceasefire regime and disclosing any violation, 
considering it among pivotal components of the peace 
process.
The president also expressed gratitude to retired co-chairman 
Pierre Andrieu for honest and efficient work wishing him 
successes in life and future career, read the statement.

An agreement has been reached with the Russian “Pobeda” 
Airlines to operate three round-trip flights a week to Moscow’s 
“Vnukovo” airport from late November, 2016 from Gyumri’s 
“Shirak” airport, the General Department of Civil Aviation told.
The airline will offer tickets starting from 10.000 AMD. Flights 
will be carried out during afternoons.

During his weekly receptions at the Vatican on October 
26, Pope Francis addressed thousands of people 
gathered at St. Peter’s Square with a message calling on 
people to express solidarity with migrants and refugees 

and urged states not to close doors in front of them.
According to panarmenian.net, cutting off from the 
written text, the Pope talked about a woman whom a 
refugee had asked to transport to the Vatican. Seeing 
that the refugee had no shoes, the woman offered 
to take the refugee to St. Peter’s Square in a cab. On 
the road, the refugee shared his story, and when they 
reached the square, the driver refused to take money.
The Pope said the following about the woman who had 
brought the refugee to St. Peter’s Square: “This woman 
understood the pain of the refugee since she the blood 
of an Armenian runs through her veins and she knows 
the suffering that the her nation has undergone.
Sometimes we do things that we have initially refused to 
do because it was inappropriate,” cited Radio Azatutyun.
Pope Francis urged everyone to think about this story 
and what they can do for refugees.



News from Armenia and Artsakh

P.  02October 31 - November 6, 2016

Page 01

On the morning of October 21, the participants of 
the 8th Pan-Armenian Forum of Journalists, under 
the leadership of RA Minister of Diaspora Hranush 
Hakobyan, visited Tsitsernakaberd Armenian Genocide 
Memorial Complex where they laid flowers near the 
monument to the victims of the Armenian Genocide 
and toured the Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute. 
The 8th Pan-Armenian Forum of Journalists is organized 

On October 22, President of the Artsakh Republic Bako 
Sahakyan received the participants of the 8th Pan-
Armenian Forum of Journalists, which is organized by 
the RA Ministry of Diaspora and is being held under the 
title “Armenian Statehood: Axis of Unity”. RA Minister 
of Diaspora Hranush Hakobyan was also attending the 
meeting.
Greeting the guests from abroad, Bako Sahakyan stated 
that the topics of the forum are very important, interesting 
and pressing and viewed the field of information the field 
that is of strategic significance for the Armenian state.
“Currently, alongside the conventional issues in the field 
of information, there are new tasks and actions. All this 
requires the implementation of an appropriate policy in 
the field of information and close collaboration between 
the journalists and media sectors of Armenia, Artsakh and 
the Armenian Diaspora,” the head of state highlighted, 
according to Hayern Aysor.
RA Minister of Diaspora Hranush Hakobyan expressed 

Afterwards, the journalists visited the fortress/museum 
of Tigranakert where they had a meeting with Minister 
of Defense of the Nagorno-Karabakh Republic Levon 
Mnatsakanyan, who talked about the reforms that have 
been implemented after the war in April and attached 
importance to the healthy, moral and psychological 
atmosphere within the army.
The Minister answered questions from journalists.

Sarkisian saluted the conference, which is dedicated to the 
25th anniversaries of the independence of Armenia and 
Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabagh Republic, NKR).
“You are very powerful; your activities give us confidence and 
vigor to fulfill our responsibilities utilizing all our capacities,” 
said Sarkisian to the participants.
During the meeting, Sarkisian noted that it is impossible to 
achieve success in journalism by denying small lies with larger 
ones or establishing legitimacy through dishonest means.
The journalists and editors then posed several questions to 
Sarkisian about the position of the Armenian side regarding 
the NKR peace process, the reforms to be conducted in 
Armenia in accordance with Armenia’s new Constitution, the 
strengthening of Armenia-Diaspora relations, state policy 
related to the attraction to Armenia of foreign investments, 
and other issues.
Entitled “Armenian statehood: Axis of Unity,” the 8th Pan-
Armenian Forum of Journalists is attended by 65 editors-in-
chief and a total of 141 journalists. The goal of the forum 
is to expand and improve the all-Armenian information 
field, make a better use of media outlets in promoting 
Armenia’s development potential, enhancing its international 
reputation, preserving the Armenian identity in the Diaspora, 
and addressing pan-Armenian issues.

Participants of 8th Pan-Armenian Forum 
of Journalists visit Tsitsernakaberd 
Armenian Genocide Memorial Complex 
and Yerablur Military Pantheon

Participants of 8th Pan-Armenian 
Forum of Journalists meet with Artsakh 
President Bako Sahakyan

Participants of Pan-
Armenian Forum 
of Journalists visit 
frontline of Nagorno-
Karabakh’s Defense 
Army

President Sarkisian 
Meets with Diasporan 
Journalists, Editors

by the RA Ministry of Diaspora, the Coordinating 
Council for the Pan-Armenian Forums of Journalists, 
the All-Armenian Media Association and the Union of 
Journalists of Armenia.
After the visit, the participants also visited Yerablur 
Military Pantheon and paid tribute to the Armenians 
who participated in the Artsakh war and died in the 
Four-Day Artsakh War.

gratitude to President of Artsakh Bako Sahakyan for 
receiving the participants of the forum and added that 
the visit to Artsakh will convey force and more energy to 
the Diaspora Armenian journalists who will return to their 
countries of residence and continue to do everything they 
can for the benefit of Artsakh, Armenia and the Armenian 
people.
“Today, we are in a state of war. War has a military, 
diplomatic, economic and journalistic nature. You are the 
soldiers who have been “enlisted” to the real and virtual 
spheres and are fighting in that area and beyond these 
borders. Whereas the people of Artsakh are standing 
here to defend the country, you are fighting “within your 
boundaries” so that we see a fair resolution of the Artsakh 
issue. You are fighting for the independence and self-
determination of our nation and trying to present the 
Armenian Cause and the Armenian reality to the public and 
political authorities of your respective countries.
We are very well aware of the fact that without Artsakh, 
there will be no Armenia or the Armenian people. Therefore, 
the words “Armenia, Artsakh, Diaspora” need to be and 
are in the hearts and souls of each and every one of us. 
Artsakh is our pride and our conscience. The Diaspora is 
our honor. Armenia is our hope,” Hranush Hakobyan stated 
as she addressed the participants of the pan-Armenian 
forum.
At the end of the meeting, President Bako Sahakyan 
answered various questions from the journalists that were 
related to the field of information, the settlement of the 
Azerbaijan-Karabakh conflict, as well as the domestic and 
foreign policy of the Nagorno-Karabakh Republic.
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By Kevork Keushkerian

Interviewed by KevorK Chichian

Thursday, October 27, 2016 was a memorable day for 
the Armenian community in Southern California, as 
legendary singer Charles Aznavour was honored in a 
private ceremony at the Pantages Theatre in Hollywood.
David Green, Senior Vice President and Chief Financial 
Officer of the Nederlander Organization welcomed the 
guests and introduced State Senator Kevin de Leon to 
do the honors.
Senator De Leon, in honor of Charles Aznavour’s return 
to the U.S. and his upcoming performance at the 
Hollywood Pantages Theatre on October 28, presented 
him with an honorary Hollywood Walk of Fame Star 
Plaque, recognizing his contributions to the Arts and the 
Armenian Community.
Senator De Leon characterized Aznavour as a musical 
icon and a great humanitarian who, over the course of 
eight-decades, has performed countless shows across 
the globe, while writing and recording over 1,200 songs 
in eight languages, and selling more than 1,800 records 
worldwide.

In 1988, Aznavour was named “Entertainer of the 
Century by CNN and Time online. Known as “French 
Frank Sinatra” and his country’s most famous crooner, 
Aznavour ranks as one of the greatest singers of all time 
and as a master of the chanson.
After gratefully accepting the Hollywood Walk of Fame 
Star Plaque, Aznavour said he was both honored and 
humbled. Speaking in his native language of French, he 
graciously answered a barrage of questions put forward 
by members of the news media, who had flanked him 
from all sides, hardly giving him room to breathe.
This memorable event was put forward by Baydzar 
Tovmassyan, State Senator De Leon’s Field 
Representative. Senator De Leon represents District 
24, including Hollywood and Little Armenia, and he has 
been the Senate President since 2014.
The ceremony was attended by many high profile figures 
of the Armenian American community, including Very 
Reverend Father Pakrad Dz. V. Berjikian, Diocese Vicar 
General, Reverend Father Vicken Vasilian, pastor of St. 
Garabed Church in Hollywood and a representative from 
the Consulate General of the Republic of Armenia. 

From October 20 to 24, the Union of Journalists of 
Armenia, the All-Armenian Media Association and 
the Coordinating Council for Pan-Armenian Forums 
of Journalists, in partnership with the RA Ministry of 
Diaspora, will hold the 8th Pan-Armenian Forum of 
Journalists entitled “Armenian Statehood: Axis of Unity”.
To discuss the preparations and other issues related to 
the forum, Hayern Aysor’s correspondent sat down for 
an interview with Head of the Department of Information 
and Telecommunication at the RA Ministry of Diaspora 
Vaghinak Vardanyan.
Hayern Aysor: Mr. Vardanyan, what is the main purpose 
of the Pan-Armenian Forum of Journalists?
Vaghinak Vardanyan: The creation of a unified pan-
Armenian information field and professional networks 
in the Armenian Diaspora is one of the conceptual 
provisions for the development of the Armenia-Diaspora 
partnership approved by the Government of the Republic 
of Armenia, and the pan-Armenian network of media 
outlets, which has been established through the Pan-
Armenian Forums of Journalists and is expanding year 
after year, is one of the effective professional networks 
created at the initiative of the RA Ministry of Diaspora.
The Pan-Armenian Forum of Journalists is held once 
every two years. Before 2008, it was held by the All-
Armenian Media Association. When the RA Ministry 
of Diaspora was established, the All-Armenian Media 
Association had already held four forums. Even after 
the establishment of the Ministry, this major initiative 
logically continued.
Attaching importance to the objective to create a pan-
Armenian network of media outlets, RA Minister of 
Diaspora Hranush Hakobyan undertook the initiative 
and directly participated in making the Pan-Armenian 
Forums of Journalists larger in scale and more 
encompassing.
In the fall of 2010, with the support of the RA Ministry 
of Diaspora, the 5th Pan-Armenian Forum of Journalists 
was held in the Republic of Armenia and in the Nagorno-
Karabakh Republic.
After that, all the forums have been held with the direct 
support and through the direct assistance of the RA 
Ministry of Diaspora.
Hayern Aysor: What will be the topics of the upcoming 
forum? Is the program ready?
V. V.: First, I must say that this year’s forum is dedicated 
to the 25th anniversary of Independence of the Republic 
of Armenia and the Nagorno-Karabakh Republic, and it 
is obvious that the theme of the forum was going to be 
in line with the idea of strengthening and reinforcing 
Armenian statehood.
Taking this into consideration, the coordinating council 
discussed several options and decided to hold the forum 
under the title “Armenian Statehood: Axis of Unity”.
The forum will be held from October 20 to 24. The 
opening ceremony will be held in Yerevan. The forum 
will continue at the sessions hall of the RA Ministry of 
Diaspora from October 20-22 (3 Vazgen Sargsyan Street, 
9th floor) and at the cultural chamber of the capital of 
Stepanakert of the Nagorno-Karabakh Republic from 
October 23 to 24.
The forum will end with a final session in Stepanakert 
on October 24.
Taking the opportunity, I would like to express gratitude 

Aznavour Honored Vaghinak Vardanyan: “The 8th Pan-
Armenian Forum of Journalists will become 

a new milestone on the road towards the 
strengthening and advancement of the 

Armenian media network”

to the corresponding bodies of the Nagorno-Karabakh 
Republic and the Union of Journalists of Artsakh for 
their willingness to collaborate.
Those wishing to follow the forum may do so by watching 
the live broadcast of the forum online in Armenia and 
Artsakh.
The participants who are unable to attend the forum will 
have the chance to join us and deliver their speeches 
via long distance connection.
The participants of the forum will also visit the 
Tsitsernakaberd Armenian Genocide Memorial Complex 
and the Yerablur Military Pantheon in Yerevan.
During the days of the forum, the RA Ministry of 
Diaspora will cover the participants’ expenses for food 
and stay, as well as the transportation from Yerevan to 
Stepanakert and vice versa.
Getting back to the question, during its September 23 
session, the Coordinating Council for Pan-Armenian 
Forums of Journalists decided that the following would 
be the themes for discussion:
•Prerequisites and corresponding mechanisms for the 
unified system of information, information in crises;
•Diplomacy of the Republic of Armenia, Diaspora 
Armenian organizations and paths for cooperation;
•Use of the potential of Diaspora Armenians in nation-
building in the Republic of Armenia;
•The Armenian Diaspora as support to the Republic 
of Armenia in international recognition of the Artsakh 
Republic;
•Issues related to the defense systems of the Republic 
of Armenia and the Artsakh Republic;
•Armenia-Artsakh-Diaspora: Summary of 25-year 
cooperation and future actions
Currently, we are preparing the program for the forum 
and will be sending it to all the participants over the next 
couple of days.
Hayern Aysor: When was the Coordinating Council for 
Pan-Armenian Forums of Journalists created?
V. V.: The coordinating council was created during 
the 6th Pan-Armenian Forum of Journalists with the 
purpose of specifying the agendas for future forums and 
solving the issues raised, implementing the proposals 
made and following the declarations adopted during the 
forums before the next forum.
The coordinating council holds sessions once every 
three months. The Department of Information and 
Telecommunication of the RA Ministry of Diaspora is in 
charge of convening and organizing the sessions and 
taking care of technical issues.
Allow me to mention that representatives of Diaspora 
Armenian media outlets participate in the sessions via 
the Internet.
Hayern Aysor: Who can participate in the forum? Are 
there specific criteria?
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The Future for Global Armenians is now, open letter says

Vaghinak Vardanyan: “The 8th Pan-Armenian Forum of Journalists will become a new milestone 
on the road towards the strengthening and advancement of the Armenian media network”

V. V.: The only criterion for selection is that the invitations are 
mainly addressed to editors. If they are unable to participate 
in the forum, they send their authorized representatives. 
There can be no selection or discrimination. The editors 
of all Armenian mass media outlets who have applied to 
participate before 1 October 2016 may participate in the 
forum. The announcement about the forum was posted on 
the official website of the RA Ministry of Diaspora, on the 
“Hayern Aysor” (Armenians Today) electronic newspaper of 
the Ministry in April of this year and was sent to Diaspora 
Armenian presses.
Hayern Aysor: Have you already finalized the final results? 
How are things going? How many people will be participating 
in the forum and which countries will they be representing?
V. V.: The deadline for submission of applications was 
October 1st.
It is nice to see that more and more journalists are 
participating every year and that the geography is expanding.

The global Armenian community must do more to deliver 
a successful future for the nation that is economically and 
socially secure, according to an open letter published today 
and signed by a group of high profile Armenians around the 
world.
The letter was issued on the occasion of the 110th anniversary 
celebrations of the Armenian General Benevolent Union 
(AGBU) in New York. The signatories include Ruben Vardanyan, 
Noubar Afeyan, Vartan Gregorian, Charles Aznavour, Lord Ara 
Darzi, Ambassador Edward Djerejian, the Honorable Dickran 
Tevrizian, and Samvel Karapetyan, as well as a number of other 
supporters. Beyond noting the major milestone represented by 
this anniversary, the letter highlights the critical challenges 
ahead and the need for unprecedented action and commitment 
from Armenia and Armenian diaspora communities. The open 
letter was published in The New York Times, based in the U.S., 
and the Haiastani Hanrapetuthiun, based in Armenia.
“Armenians around the world must work together to ensure 
that our Armenia can reach its full potential as a world-leading 
nation,” said Noubar Afeyan, member of the board of the IDeA 
Foundation of Armenia and of the AGBU. “This will require 
an unprecedented commitment from the global Armenian 
community. We need to invest time, expertise, relationships 
and money to create and champion initiatives that will drive 
Armenia into the future it deserves. Delaying action and 
investment will mean that a vulnerable state remains at risk 
– and the alternative, remaining unengaged, is indefensible.”
“Many great civilizations in the history of humanity have 
disappeared into oblivion. Each one of them represents 
a permanent loss of culture, language and religion for all 
humanity. We have to keep this in mind as it could happen 
to Armenians as well,” said international singer and diplomat 
Charles Aznavour. “This is the goal of our enemies whoever they 
may be, aided by those who make a profit or choose to turn a 
blind eye. However the greatest threat comes from within us, 
and it is through inaction.”
“Armenia needs support from its worldwide community if it is to 
succeed. While a number of initiatives are underway by various 
groups that demonstrate a record of success, delivering 
programs that have impact on the people of Armenia and the 
Armenian diaspora, there is still a great deal of work left to 
be done,” said, Ruben Vardanyan, member of the board of 
the IDeA Foundation of Armenia and of the AGBU. “We ask 
all Armenians to join with us to advance our country’s culture 
and infrastructure, and propel Armenia into a successful and 
sustainable future.”
You can see below the full text of the letter.
THE FUTURE FOR GLOBAL ARMENIANS IS NOW
Historic Opportunity for Armenians to Unite and Together 

Whereas the maximum number of participants used 
to be 60 in the past, this year, there will be 100 editors 
and journalists from 30 countries around the world. 
Representatives of Armenian media outlets of Syria will 
also be participating in the forum this year.
Hayern Aysor: Mr. Vardanyan, will there be Armenian 
journalists working for foreign mass media outlets?
V. V.: Of course, we have also sent invitations to 45 Armenian 
journalists working for foreign mass media outlets, and 20 
journalists have already responded. It is very important 
for Armenian journalists of foreign mass media outlets to 
participate in this forum because, by working for foreign 
mass media outlets, they have a bigger opportunity to 
shape the public opinion of their respective countries about 
the Armenian reality.
In fact, it was Minister of Diaspora Hranush Hakobyan who 
came up with the idea of inviting Armenian journalists of 
foreign mass media during the 7th Pan-Armenian Forum 
of Journalists held as part of the 5thArmenia-Diaspora 
Conference.
I would also like to extend thanks to our respected editors 

of Diaspora Armenian periodicals and newspapers. With 
their reputation, they played a role in engaging Armenian 
journalists of foreign mass media outlets in this forum.
Hayern Aysor: How many media outlets does the RA Ministry 
of Diaspora collaborate with?
V. V.: Currently, we collaborate with about 320 Diaspora 
Armenian media outlets. We have sent invitations to all 
of them. True, the deadline for submission of applications 
was October 1st, but there are Diaspora Armenian media 
outlets that are still sending their applications, and we’re 
not rejecting them.
I fully hope the participants of this year’s forum also engage 
in heated debates, hold discussions in an atmosphere of 
mutual understanding and make many major proposals that 
will be implemented in the future. The 8th Pan-Armenian 
Forum of Journalists will become a new major milestone on 
the road towards mutual recognition of Armenian editors 
and journalists, the strengthening of bonds, as well as the 
establishment and advancement of a unified pan-Armenian 
information system.
We also intend to gather the materials and print them in a book.

Open Letter

Enable Armenia’s Future
This weekend, the Armenian General Benevolent Union (AGBU), 
one of the oldest non-profit organizations in the U.S. and the 
world’s largest Armenian organization, celebrates its 110th 
anniversary in New York City. Underscoring this milestone is 
the extraordinary opportunity to reshape the future of Armenia, 
and to reflect on how every one of us can contribute toward a 
stronger Armenia tomorrow.
Over the years, AGBU, an organization established to address 
the challenges facing Armenians both in the homeland and 
the Diaspora, has fostered socioeconomic initiatives and 
addressed educational, cultural and humanitarian needs 
worldwide. We congratulate AGBU on its unparalleled role in 
preserving the Armenian identity throughout a vast network of 
Diasporan communities.
Forcibly displaced from their ancestral homeland and 
dispersed, Armenians living across the world have made major 
contributions toward advancing their adoptive countries. Long 
ago, we learned to adapt to our host countries, to be loyal 
citizens, even as we maintain our common historic identity, 
language and, through the leadership of the Armenian Church, 
our Christian faith.
We salute the longstanding contributions of all those 
individuals and organizations, such as the Armenian Missionary 
Association, the Armenian Relief Society, the Gulbenkian 
Foundation and the many others, who have contributed to 
sustaining the Diaspora through charitable projects.
We also recognize the enormous contributions made 
toward Armenia’s development since its independence by 
philanthropists Kirk Kerkorian and AGBU’s Louise Manoogian 
Simone, among others. Their pioneering work since the early 
1990s has helped to build vital institutions and infrastructure.
A quarter century after gaining its independence from the 
former Soviet Union, the state of the young Republic of Armenia 
remains vulnerable, as does the state of the Armenian identity 
globally. Today, we stand at a historic crossroads. While we are 
certainly aware of our many challenges, we equally recognize 
the unprecedented opportunity ahead.
An opportunity for the Armenian world to pivot toward a future 
of prosperity, to transform the post-Soviet Armenian Republic 
into a vibrant, modern, secure, peaceful and progressive 
homeland for a global nation.
An opportunity for Armenians not only to have survived 
Genocide, but to reconstitute and thrive.
An opportunity for Armenia to secure long-lasting social and 
economic improvement, for our citizens today as well as for our 
children and the future of our global nation.
Moving forward, we must have a much higher level of sustained 
commitment from the Armenian community worldwide, 

whether through social impact or commercial investment, 
innovation, expertise or active involvement. In the long run, we 
must aspire to bring Armenia to no less than the same global 
standards as those of the countries in which many of us in the 
Diaspora live.
Beyond individual efforts, we want to instigate an 
unprecedented spirit of partnership and coordination among 
all Armenian organizations and individuals. We call on all 
Armenians to engage in pioneering and long-term investment 
to restore the social, economic, cultural and technological 
strengths of the nation, with Armenia at its core. At the same 
time, we urge the government of Armenia to respond to this 
clarion call by adopting new development strategies based on 
inclusiveness and collective action.
Individuals, as well as public and private organizations 
dedicated to the advancement of Armenia, must come 
together, pool their resources and collaborate to deliver a 
better tomorrow for the Armenian people. We believe that in 
order to succeed, we cannot operate in isolation as Armenian 
citizens or as Diaspora Armenians, but rather together as a 
united force.
We, the undersigned, are launching this effort with a long-
term commitment toward collectively advancing the nation. We 
welcome all those who can join.
United, we represent “Global Armenians.” And for Global 
Armenians, the time for bold initiative is now.
Noubar Afeyan (U.S.)
Ruben Vardanyan (Russia)
Gagik Adibekyan (Luxemburg)
Andre Adonian (Japan)
Abel Aganbegyan (Russia)
Father Mesrop Aramyan (Armenia)
Garo Armen (U.S.)
Charles Aznavour (Switzerland)
Lord Ara Darzi (U.K.)
Edward P. Djerejian (U.S.)
Charles Ghailian (U.S.)
Salpi Ghazarian (U.S.)
Vartan Gregorian (U.S.)
Pierre Gurdjian (Belgium)
Artur Janibekyan (Russia)
Samvel Karapetyan (Russia)
Andrew Mkrtchyan (Armenia)
Mikhail Pogosyan (Russia)
Greg Sarkissian (Canada)
Sam Simonian (U.S.)
Serge Tchuruk (France)
Honorable Dickran Tevrizian (U.S.)
Ralf Yirikian (Armenia).



Diaspora News

Maria Jacobsen (1882-1960) was a Danish Lutheran 
missionary who went to Kharpet, Turkey in 1907 and 
started to work with Near East Relief to save Armenian 
orphans from Ottoman Turkish atrocities. Her eyewitness 
accounts of the deportations and massacres of 
Armenians were published in her book entitled “Diaries 
of a Danish Missionary: Harput, 1907-1919.”

Eventually, Maria Jacobsen took hundreds of orphans to 
Jebail, Lebanon (see picture) and continued to care for 
them in her Birds Nest Orphanage (                              ), 
where she became known as “mama” for nearly four 
thousand orphans until her death in 1960.As she had 
requested, she was buried, at the entrance of her 
beloved Birds Nest Orphanage.
“Friends of Maria Jacobsen” presented a concert in her 
memory, under the auspices of all three denominations 
of the Armenian Church, which took place on Friday, 
October 21, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. at Glendale Presbyterian 
Church.
After the invocation by Armenian Church Leaders, 
opening remarks were made by Dr. Garbis Der-
Yeghiayan, Chairman of the “Friends of Maria Jacobsen” 
Board. This was followed by a short video presentation, 
depicting highlights from the care that “mama” had 
lovingly extended to her adopted children.
The ISM Production’s Chamber Orchestra was 
conducted by Maestro Sir Vartan Melkonian, Conductor 
of the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, London, who had 
especially flown in for this occasion. 
Maestro Sir Vartan Melkonian (see picture) was one 
of the orphans of “mama”. He was brought up in the 
early ‘50s as an orphan in the Birds’ Nest Orphanage 
until the age of eight. He then lived rough, along with 

The Armenian Cultural Association of Argentina reopened the 
Daghlian Library, a specialized library on Armenian topics that has 
over 4,700 titles in different languages, along with the records 
of the oldest community newspaper, Diario Armenia, founded in 
1931.
“Our intention is to create a meeting place where writers, artists, 
teachers and intellectuals develop and transmit the ancient 
culture that we inherited from our elders,” said Hugo Kuyumdjian, 
President of the Armenian Cultural Association, during the 
presentation on October 13.
The reopening of the space that bears the name of its founder, 
George Daghlian, was achieved through the efforts of the entire 
Armenian community in Argentina and donations from families 
Seferian and Vartparonian, after the foundation of the Library in 
1981.
Archbishop Kissag Mouradian, Primate of the Armenian Apostolic 
Church for Argentina and Chile, stressed that a library could be a 
transcendent place or become “a cemetery of books”.
The library is managed by the Hamazkayin branch in Argentina. 
Its President, Edgardo Kevorkian added that “the library has been 
throughout the ages a place where culture lives“. “The ink and 
paper save stories, passions, biographies, maps or poems that 
wait restlessly for a reader searching from their own look into 
the author’s world, in that magical relationship with a silent and 
subjective dialogue between both”.
The library is receiving books at the address Armenia 1366, 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, C1414DKD

The City Hall of the Uruguayan capital Montevideo – at the request 
of the local residents – has named one of the central squares 
of Peñarol district after Martin Terian – who was an Armenian 
Genocide survivor, Araks Radio told ARMENPRESS. Martin 
Terian was born in 1913 in Marash. He passed away in 2006 in 
Montevideo. He survived the Armenian Genocide and settled in 
Uruguay, and established a shop in Montevideo’s Peñarol district, 
which operated for 40 years.
Mr. Terian and his spouse have always helped the poor children of 
the district. During the opening ceremony of the square, residents 
of Peñarol mentioned they cannot forget the support of the 
Terians, and by naming the square after Martin Terian, they will 
keep his memory alive. Mr. Terian received Armenian citizenship 
in the 90s. A movie on the Armenian Genocide was shot based on 
his eyewitness accounts

P.  05October 31 - November 6, 2016

A Worthy Tribute Armenian Library 
Reopened in Argentina

Square Named After 
Armenian Genocide 
Survivor in Montevideo, 
Uruguay 

thousands of other orphans like him, in the slums of 
Beirut, Lebanon.

In 1972, fleeing the civil war in Lebanon, he went to 
the United Kingdom and after working as a singer on 
several TV shows, he became a conductor of classical 
music in London’s most famous halls conducting the 
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, the London Symphony 
Orchestra and others, since 1985.His life is a true 
success story of “rags to riches.”
In gratitude to the orphanage where he was looked after 
as a child, he established a children’s charitable trust 
to inspire underprivileged children. Recently, he was 
honored by His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the Great 
House of Cilicia, with an encyclical and the “St. Mesrob 
Mashdots” insignia.
The musical program was composed of:
Mozart’s Symphony No. 40 (1st movement).
‘The moon and I are Neighbors’ by Lebanese composer 
and singer Rahbani & Feirouz, which was adapted and 
further composed by Vartan Melkonian.
Beethoven’s Symphony No. 6 (1st movement), a favorite 
of Maria Jacobsen.
Norwegian composer Edvard Grieg’s ‘Holberg’ Suite.
‘Armenian Folk Songs’ from Komitas-Aslamazyan.
A Symphonic Poem ‘Farewell to Maria’ (2nd movement) 
by Maestro Sir Vartan Melkonian.
This musical program was sheer ecstasy for classical 
music lovers, and a worthy tribute from a grateful orphan 
to his beloved care giver. After the musical program, Sir 
Vartan Melkonian was awarded an honorary Doctorate 
Degree by Dr. Garbis Der-Yeghiayan, President of 
Mashdots College.
But the best had yet to come from the “Friends of Maria 
Jacobsen” as on Sunday, October 23, 2016 at 11:00 
a.m., a special reception was held and Maria Jacobsen’s 
bust was unveiled at the courtyard of Bethania Lutheran 
Church in Solvang, California.
Solvang is a nice enclave of the local Danish community 
just outside of the coastal city of Santa Barbara, 
California. 

By Kevork Keushkerian
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The City Council of Malaga, Spain, has unanimously 
adopted a statement officially recognizing and 
condemning the Armenian Genocide, the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of Armenia told ARMENPRESS.
The statement characterizes the happenings in the 
beginning of the previous century as a crime against 
humanity, which resulted in the formation of the large 
Armenian Diaspora. The City Council of Malaga also 
expressed its support to the Armenians worldwide, at 
the same time noting that the City Hall will soon install 
an Armenian cross-stone in the central park of Malaga, 
dedicated to the memory of the Armenian Genocide 
victims.

The representative body of the World Association of 
Bulgarians (World Parliament of Bulgarians) held its 
7th subsequent session in the Bulgarian city of Varna, 
gathering a large number of delegates from Bulgaria 
and different countries around the world, as reported 
the press service of the RA Ministry of Foreign Affairs to 
Hayern Aysor.
The participants of the session unanimously adopted 
a declaration condemning the Armenian Genocide that 
particularly stated that this crime is a historical fact, 
was perpetrated against mankind, took the lives of 
1,650,000 Armenians and has no expiry date.
The declaration will be submitted to the National 
Assembly of the Republic of Bulgaria for its consideration.

Armenian Genocide Themed 
Movie Shortlisted For Academy 
Award Nomination

Only MP Having Voted Against 
Bundestag’s Armenian Genocide 
Resolution Is No Longer Running

Erdogan Invited to Armenian Genocide 
Commemoration Concert In Berlin

Spanish City 
Malaga Recognizes 
Armenian Genocide

World Association 
Of Bulgarians 
Adopts Declaration 
Condemning The 
Armenian Genocide

“The Other Side of Home” by Nare Mkrtchyan has been 
included in the shortlist of the “Best documentary short 
film” category of the Academy Awards. 9 other movies 
are included in the category. 5 films from the shortlist 
will be nominated for the Oscars. “The Other Side of 
Home” follows the journey of an Armenian filmmaker 
and a Turkish woman whose lives have been defined by 
what happened over 100 years ago.
The documentary takes the audience from the streets 
of Turkey, where mention of the genocide is taboo, and 
many citizens believe that the event never took place; to 
the heart of Armenia, where hundreds of thousands of 
citizens have gathered to honor lost loved ones for the 
100th anniversary of the Armenian Genocide. The 89th 
Academy Awards will take place February 26, 2017.

Germany’s Christian Democratic Union Party has 
not nominated MP Bettina Kudla for the upcoming 
parliamentary elections, as reported ermenihaber.am.
The Turkish pro-government Sabah newspaper reports 
that Kudla was the only Member of Parliament who 
voted against the Armenian Genocide Resolution put up 
for a vote in the Parliament (Bundestag) of Germany on 
2 June.
In the first stage of the elections for deputy in the 
Leipzig-Nord precinct, Kudla lost to her two competitors, 
receiving 36 votes from the political party’s 126 
delegates.
The source reports that the political party’s delegates 
are punishing Kudla for voting against the Armenian 
Genocide Resolution.

The Dresden Symphony Orchestra of Germany will 
present “Aghet,” a project composed in commemoration 
of the centennial of the Armenian Genocide in Berlin 
on November 13, according to the Turkish-Armenian 
newspaper Agos.
Agos reported that Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdoğan is invited to the concert, Asbarez reports. 
The Turkish Prime Minister Binali Yıldırım, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu and Minister of 

Culture Nabi Avcı are also invited to the event. “Aghet” 
consists of works by Zeynep Gedizlioğlu of Turkey, 
Vache Sharafyan of Armenia and Helmut Oehring of 
Germany. The Republic of Turkey removed itself from 
the European Union’s Creative Europe Program for 
supporting the project. German Foreign Minister Frank-
Walter Steinmeier expressed his support for the project, 
creating more frustration from the Turkish Government. 
“The deportation of the Armenian people happened 
a century ago. However, Armenian and Turkish sides 
haven’t yet officially reconciled concerning the events 
of 1915-1916. With this project, three composers from 
Germany and Armenia echo the voice of the deceased 
and also bridge the gap between the present and a past 
full of hatred and violence,” said Steinmeier.
“The project invites the audience to get out of the world 
of hatred. I am convinced that only the people who learn 
and acknowledge the dreams and traumas of the others 
can contribute to the bright future of this continent. And 
Aghet project is one of the most important milestones in 
this path,” he continued.

The political party has nominated 48-year-old Jens 
Lehman in Kudla’s precinct for the 2017 parliamentary 
elections.
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Arts & Society

Armenians Honor Aznavour 
With Hollywood Star

Armenian IT Delegation To 
Take Part In Tokyo Seminar

‘Crows of the Desert’ to 
Premier at 2016 ARPA 
Film Festival

The documentary feature, Crows of the Desert has been nominated by the ARPA 
International Film Festival as Best Documentary Film for the 2016 season. Directed 
by Emmy Award winning filmmaker Marta Houske, the film will have its world premiere 
on Saturday, November 5th at 2pm in the Egyptian Theater in Hollywood.

Based on the highly acclaimed memoirs of Levon Yotnakhparian, the film chronicles 
the incredible true story of one man’s desperate struggle to not only stay alive but 
to help save his people from near extinction in the 20th century’s first genocide. 
According to Levon Parian, the grandson of Levon Yotnakhparian, it was his father 
who inspired him to publish the memoirs. He notes, “My grandfather was never 
able to publish his very important autobiography of what he did during and after the 
Armenian Genocide. His was part of an effort organized by diaspora Armenians to 
save their countrymen from complete annihilation by Ottoman forces. He represented 
and addressed the needs of the Armenians starving in the deserts of Syria. He lead 
a team that gave thousands of Armenians the hope of survival.” The family gathered 
to facilitate the completion of the book: Parian’s mother translated it into English with 
Parian handling the editing and the layout, his wife outlined the maps, various aunts 
and cousins supplied photos and documents, while his father, Benjamin—Levon 
Yotnakhparian’s son—“did the prodding.”

Three years of research, translating, editing and map-making transformed 
Yotnakhparian’s memoirs into the book Crows of the Desert: A Hero’s Journey 
Through the Armenian Genocide (2012). The memoirs have since encountered 
yet another transformation, this time into a documentary film. Executive Producer 
Paul Turpanjian and TF Educational Foundation, along with producer-director Marta 
Houske offer audiences a rare and stirring insight into the plight of survivors all but 
lost throughout the Syrian Desert. Completing the film is a moving score composed 
by renowned musician John Massari, in collaboration with a stellar cast of world-class 
instrumentalists and composers: Ara Dabandjian, Alan Derian, Ruben Harutyunian, 
Armen Ksajikian and Razdan Kuyumjian.

Set against the backdrop of World War I raging through the Arabian Peninsula, the film 
recounts the astonishing heroics of an extraordinary group of men who endured great 
tribulations in order to save the lives of countless thousands of Armenian genocide 
survivors scattered throughout the desert. Along the way, they would risk their lives on 
multiple occasions, endure unimaginable hardships, and cross paths with legendary 
figures such as Prince Faisal and Lawrence of Arabia. Several years of meticulous 
research has uncovered extraordinarily rare film footage and photographs, as well as 
recently rediscovered documents gathered from archives around the world to reveal 
a harrowing journey that is at once heart wrenching and inspirational.

World premiere on Saturday, November 5, 2016 at 2 pm.
The Lloyd E. Rigler Theatre at the Egyptian Theatre, Hollywood.
Tickets $15, may bepurchased in advance through the ARPA Film Festival website:www.
arpafilmfestival.com.

French singing legend 
Charles Aznavour, one of 
the 20th century’s most 
prolific songwriters who 
remains active at 92, was 
honored Thursday with a 
Hollywood star presented 
by California’s Armenians,  
Frans24 reports.
Aznavour, often dubbed 
France’s Frank Sinatra, 
said he was “deeply 
moved” by the recognition, 
which is not on Hollywood 
Boulevard’s main Walk of 
Fame but rather consists of 
a symbolic star dedicated 

by the Armenian community.
Aznavour, often dubbed France’s Frank Sinatra, said he was “deeply moved” by the 
recognition.
The star is not on Hollywood Boulevard’s main Walk of Fame but was dedicated by the 
Armenian community on a nearby stretch of sidewalk.
“I’ve been coming to Hollywood for years and I’ve worked a lot in the United States,” 
Aznavour told AFP. “America is the land of show business.”
Aznavour was born in France to Armenian parents. Some 1.5 million Armenians died 
in 1915-17 in the waning days of the Ottoman Empire in what Armenia, several foreign 
parliaments and many historians describe as genocide.
Turkey strongly opposes the characterization of genocide, calling the episode a collective 
tragedy in which an equal number of Turks and Armenians died.
“What I find very funny is that Turkey lost something. They don’t have a single great singer 
and I could have been a Turkish singer, while today I’m a French singer,” Aznavour said.
“Which goes to show that there’s no purpose to genocide as there are always survivors,” 
he said.
Aznavour has written hundreds of songs in a career that spans more than 80 years, 
with more than 100 million records sold worldwide.
He remains energetic and said he still feels excitement before crowds. Earlier in October 
he played Madison Square Garden in New York.
“I feel like I’m meeting my family, whether they’re Italian or Spanish or from elsewhere. 
The audience is part of my family. The stage is where I’m happiest.”
And he said he is not finished. “I always have 40 songs ahead of me. I write every day.”

On Friday, Tokyo, Japan, 
will host a seminar entitled 
IT’s Armenia, which will 
present Armenia’s IT 
sector.
The event is supposed to 
stimulate Japan’s interest 
in expanding cooperation 
with Armenia and 
establishment of business 
contacts, Tert.am reports.
Union of Information 
Technology Enterprises 
(UITE) Public Relations Department reports that the Armenian delegation includes 
Instigate, VOLO,Arminova Technologies, Leviathan, IUNetworks, VMWARE Eastern 
Europe, Granatus Ventures companies.
The UITE members will present the UITE-organized events and programs aimed at 
promoting Armenia’s IT sector.
The seminar organizers are Armenia’s Embassy in Japan in the person of Ambassador 
Hrant Poghosyan, Japan External Trade Organization (JETRO), Japan foreign office, 
Japan-Armenia Business and Culture Initiative, Japan Association for Trade with Russia 
& NIS (ROTOBO) and Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA).
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Arts & Society
French-Armenian Writer 
And Prose Writer Movses 
Bchakchian Passes Away

Hayastan Fund Launches Haypost 
Fundraising Campaign in Armenia

The Turkey-based Conference Center against Discrimination and for New Speech, 
Dialogue and Democracy hosted a discussion on discrimination in Turkish soap 
operas. According to Agos Weekly, among the participants were famous Turkish 
cinematographers Tomris Giritoglu, Gaie Boralioglu and Nilgyun Ones, who addressed 
the discrimination in Turkish soap operas and the involvement of other ethnic and 
religious groups.

Scriptwriter Gaie Boralioglu stated that it is very hard to engage representatives 
of minorities and brought up the Kurdish issue as an example. “This is the biggest 
issue, but it has never been presented in a soap opera. We can’t address the issue 
of religion, religious clashes and disputes over faith. For instance, based on the script 
of one of the Turkish soap operas, a boy has to introduce his mother to his girlfriend, 
who is an Alevi, but before the meeting, the girl asks the boy not to mention that she 
is an Alevi during the first meeting. This part was cut just two hours before the soap 
opera was aired.”

Turkish film director, scriptwriter and producer Tomris Giritoglu said the following in 
regard to discrimination in soap operas: “Sometimes I think what we did in the past 
was crazy. I have noticed that this country doesn’t like the Kurds, the Alevis or the 
Armenians in general.”

Scriptwriter Nilgyun Ones addressed sexual minorities, stating that the purpose of 
showing homosexuals in soap operas is to mock them.

Tomris Giritoglu considers the issue cowardice. According to him, productions and 
television companies are censuring themselves.

“Perhaps they attach too much importance to the issue. Productions and television 
companies should be braver. For instance, I would love to address the events that 
took place at Gezi Park, but it is impossible, I can’t even hint it.”

We were deeply saddened 
by the news about the 
death of renowned writer 
and prose writer Movses 
Bchakchian, who died on 
October 17. He was 76 
years old.
French-Armenian writer 
Movses Bchakchian 
was born in 1940 in 
Aleppo. He received his 
primary education at the 
Krtasirats School and 
went on to study at the 
Karen Eppe Armenian 
College. He studied 
English and English 
literature at Damascus 
State University and 
taught Armenian and 

English at the University for seven years.
In 1970, the writer moved to Beirut. In 1976, he settled in Paris. He has been a 
correspondent for Syrian-Armenian and Lebanese-Armenian newspapers, especially 
Aleppo’s Orient Daily and Beirut’s Aig Daily, publishing social and political articles and 
other works. In the 1970s, he was a correspondent for Bagin literary magazine, and 
after settling in Paris, he became a correspondent for Haratch. He has translated Eric 
Segal’s novel “Love Story” (1972). In 1973, he published the play “The Possible that 
is Impossible”, and in 1975-the volume “Hello, Armenia!” He has written the novels 
“Swallows Should Not Be Horrified by Scarecrows” (Haikashen Uzunyan Award), 
“Stranger with Luminescent Eyes” and “The Transient and the Timeless”. Recently, 
he had started publishing his “Full Collection of Works” with consecutive volumes.
On November 3, 2015, RA Minister of Diaspora Hranush Hakobyan awarded French-
Armenian writer and translator Movses Bchakchian with the William Saroyan Medal 
of the Ministry of Diaspora of the Republic of Armenia for developing the Armenia-
Diaspora partnership, carrying out activities promoting the dissemination of Armenian 
culture and literature abroad and for his outstanding successes and achievements 
in that sphere.
The RA Ministry of Diaspora expresses condolences to the writer’s family, friends and 
relatives. The importance of the literary heritage of Bchakchian and his praiseworthy 
activities for the preservation of the Armenian identity are unforgettable.

As part of its 2016 fundraising events worldwide, the 
Hayastan All-Armenian Fund has launched its donations-
through-Haypost campaign in Armenia. This year’s 
fundraising efforts, which include the forthcoming 
Thanksgiving Day Telethon, are being organized under the 
slogan “My Artsakh.”
As in previous years, the Hayastan All-Armenian Fund 
has joined forces with Haypost, Armenia’s postal service, 
to encourage supporters to make donations at Haypost 
offices throughout the republic. All contributions will be 
used to help rebuild war-ravaged communities in Artsakh.
The Haypost campaign will run from October 20 until the 
end of the year. Every single donation helps implement a vital project.

Turkish Filmmaker: “This 
Country Doesn’t Like Kurds, 
Alevis or Armenians in 
General”


